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A DNEINCO LT AT O INIS

CONCERNING

HIS EXC. COUNT DE TAROUCA
AMBASSADOR OF PORTUGAL

in the NETHERLANDS during the years
1710--1726. ©

<0<

In the centre of the Hague (the Netherlands) THE
PORTUGUESE DIPLOMATE JOAO GOMEZ DE SILVA
COUNT DE TAROUCA had, during the years 1710—1726
his beautiful hotel.

He was known through his high and magnificent living
and gave particularly on the congress in Utrecht that he
assisted (1712—1714) a series of brillant festivals.

This Conference put a stop to the long and bloody wars
of King Louis XIV. Amongst other articles a treaty between
France and Portugal was made.

Bij Clause 8, France was willing to abdicate in the Portu-
guese interest of all her rights and pretentions, which she
had on all the properties mentioned as grounds between the
river Amazone and the Japoc or Vincent Pinson in Guiana.

The Prince Emanuel, the youngest brother of the King
of Portugal John V arrived at the Hague in the month of
November 1715 to see the Netherlands and other countries.

Three years afterwards, the 10 September 1718, the
count de Tarouca gave in honor of the Prince Emanuel in his
beautiful hotel a magnificent opera follo.ved by a ball to which
were invited the entire corps diplomatics. His Royal Highness
departed the 16 September 1718 via France to Portugal.

The 1 October 1722 the mansion of the count de Tarouca
was destroyed by fire and many rare and precious objects
were a prey to the flames.

The count who was a man of extensive knowledge as
collector, had a remarkable atlas in 103 volumes folio, with
many geographical maps, plans of towns, pictures of beautiful
mansions and portraits of famous persons. These were with
much care collected by Mr. Boendermaker in Amsterdam and
were bought, after his death, by the countde Tarouca in 1722
at the sale of his properties for 8900 guilders (=3560600 reis).

(*) In the European paper ,Mercurius” a Dutch Chronicle and in the Journal of
Mr. Droste we have found these annotations.






Unfortunately this precious atlas was also burnt in the
fire.

Much money was spent to rebuild the house and after-
wards the Prince of Orange William IV, resided there before
he became Governor of Holland.

When in January 1795 a French army came in Hol-
land this mansion was used as a military clothes store, but
by accident, or by inattentiveness it was burnt down
again in the night of 20 to 21 March. After this second fire
this house was never rebuilt.

The count de Tarouca was removed in the year 1726
to Vienna.

C. F. GIJSBERTI HODENPIIL,
HISTORIAN.
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