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LEYDEN. 15

choice. Such burgomasters might erect their pavilions in
such situations ; but, after all, I am not greatly surprised at
the fishinesss of their site, since very slight authority would
persuade me there was a period when Holland was all water,
and the ancestors of the present inhabitants fish. A certain
oysterishness of eye and flabbiness of complexion are almost
fs sufficient of this aquatic descent: and pray tell me
what purpose are such galligaskins as the Dutch burthen
themselves with contrived, but to tuck up a flouncing tail,
and thus cloak the deformity of a dolphin-like termination ?
Having done penance for some time in the damp alleys
which line the borders of these lazy waters, I was led
through corkscrew sand-walks to a vast flat, sparingly scat-
tered over with vegetation. There was no temptation to
puzzle myself in such a labyrinth ; so taking advantage of
the lateness of the hour, and muttering a few complimentary
promises of returning at the first opportunity, I escaped the
ennui of this endless scrubbery, and got home, with the de-
termination of being wiser and less curious if ever my stars
should bring me again to the Hague.

LETTER IV.
Haerlem, July 1st, 1780.

Tue sky was clear and blue when we left the Hague,
and we travelled along a shady road for about an hour,
when down sunk the carriage into a sand-bed, and we were
dragged along so slowly that I fell into a profound repose.
How long it lasted is not material ; but when I awoke, we
were rumbling through Leyden. There is no need to write
a syllable in honour of this illustrious city : its praises have
already been sung and said by fifty professors, who have de-
claimed in its university, and smoked in its gardens. Let us
get out of it as fast as we can, and breathe the cool air of the
wood near Haerlem.

Here we arrived just as day declined: hay was making
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