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QUELUZ. 217

his royal highness’s own hand ?” whis-
pered another veteran, decorated with
scars as well as orders; “ None,” answered
the Marquis: “ the Prince is retired for
the night, and you had better follow his
example.” |

Had there been more light, we should
have been fastened upon by a greater
number of petitioners; but, thanks to the
pervading gloom, we slipped along half-
undiscovered.

Our next movements were directed
through an ante-chamber of large size and
much simplicity, for its walls were quite
plain, and the roof as unornamented as that
of a barn. A few expiring lamps gave me
an opportunity of perceiving another as-
semblage of the votaries of royal favour
in some of its shapes, less dignified than
the company we had just quitted, but
who had been equally eager, and who now
were equally exhausted,—country magis-
trates, sea captains, provincial noblesse,
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