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To the Moft Noble 

JOHN JAMES HAMILTON, 

Marquis   of ABERCORN   in   Great 

Britain, EarJ and Baron of ABER- 

CORIST and Baron of PAISLEYíII 

Scotland; alfo Vifcount and Baron 

. STRABANE in íreland, and Baron 

MOUNTCASTLE and KlLPATRICK 

and Baron et of the fame King- 
dom ; and Vifcount HAMILTON in 

England. 

M Y  L o R D, 

J.T may feem an extraordinaiy 
circumftance, that this book, pre- 
tending to little more than the 
amuíement of an hour, íliouid bear 
the honor of your Lordíl]ip's name : 

lt 

Y 
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it is therefore neceíTary to fay, that 
the motives, and not the merits, of 
the publication were the objects of 
your Lordíhip's patronage. Thefe 
will. be found not unworthy the 
acknowledged Iiberality of your 
Lordíliip's charaóter. 

I am, with the utmoíl gratitude 
and refpect, 

Your Lordíhip's, 

Moft faithful, 

and • obliged Servant, 
♦ « 

R. C. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

.IN the courfe of a varied life, now 
advanced^ no circumftance has hap- 
pened to the Writer of thefe íheets 
•more extraordinary than that he 
íhould have beco me the author of a 
Book. 

The incitements to this under- 
taking were forcible arid urgent; and 
the Author has coníidered this publi- 
cation, in fome refpeóts, a duty. 

It may be neceíTary to add, in ex- 
temiation of their faults, that thefe 
Letters were prepared for the prefs 
in  the intervals of leifuré which an 

office 
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office of confiderable bufinefs has af- 
for d ed. 

If this Book anfwers the purpofes 
of its publication, the author is fen- 
fible that it muft be attributed to the 
liberal kindnefs of his friends, to 
whòm he feels .himfclf in the higheft 
degree obliged. 

CuÍTom-houfc, London, 
Nov. 12, 179S. 

TRAVELS 



T   R A V   E   L   S- 
THR OUGH 

SEVERAL  PROVINCES 

O   F 

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL, &c. 

(. LETTER    I. 

.       DE AR  SlR, Hilfea Barracks, 

1 AM ílattered and obliged by the 
deílre you exprefs of my correfpon- 
dence during my abfence from Eng- 
land, and confider it an additional 
proof of the friendíhip with which 
you have long been pleafed to honor 
me. 

B Much 



[ a ] 
f 

Mu eh  entcrtainment   it  probably 
wili not afford you; a fummer voyage 
to a Southern climate  promifes little 
variety   of adventure-     In truth,  it 
may be confidered   as'by no   means 
the intereft of the  voyager, that his 

•   *        letters   íhould produçe extraordinary 
» 

gratification. To adopt the phrafeo- 
logy of the log-book, iktíering breezes 
and pleafant weather, though the 
friendly means of conveying him to 
the deíired port, afford little amufe- 
ment by the recital; whilíl ítrong 
gales, *\vith heavy fqualls, lightning, 
and thunder, with thejr dreadful con- 
íeqnences at fea, produce a fcene of 
confuíion and diftrefs, that afFords to 
the pen of Defcription the means of 
gratifying the curiofity, and interfting 

) the feelings   of the  reader.    Thefe 
4 means 

( 

I 
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ttteans Òf gratificâtioh are moft dearly 
purchafed by the anxiety and fenfe 
of danger to vvhich thé miferable 
paíTenger is expofed. To-morroW 
we embark; but are firft to be re- 
viewed by general Mofakton» 

ê 
t * 

Our appearánce, âccording to the 
times, will not diferedit us. We havé 
no reafon to feel concern at our de- 
parture from Hilfea-Barracks i thefe 
are, through fituation, unhealthy, 
without comfort or convénience \ the 
vicinitv of Portfmouth renders it dif* 
ficult to procure the necefiary articles 
of living. . I have not experienced in 
England fo difagreeable a fituation. 

I   feel an   indifference as   to the 
chance of climate, and future events, 

£ a which 
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which may, perhaps, be juftly con- 
íidered the-foldier's beft fecurity ; but 
this indifFerence is as to myfelf 
only. 

The welfare of my family and 
friends, that I leavc behind, is thc 
objeót of my moíl anxious concern. 
That they may long enjoy cvery blef- 
ííng is the moft fervent wiíh of, 

* 

m « 

Dear Shy 

Your moft affe&íonate fríend, 

R. G. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R    II. 

ing 

DE AR  SlR, c   t,
s,f,iPMo-ant. 

*• Hclcn's, July 7,  1780. 

I HE regíment yefterday embarked 
from Portfmouth, as the Newfpapers 
íay, in high fpirits, after ha vi 
been infpeifted, and approved, by the 
Revievring General. The Lieutenant 
ColonePs company, and mine, are 
on board The Morant, a large Ja- 
maica Merchant Ship. 

By the generous politenefs of the 
Committee of Jamaica Merchants, 
and the great atrention of Mr. Allen, 
their Secretary, ali kinds of provifions 
and liquors have been laid-in for the 
officers in great abundance ;  fo that, 

B 3 in 
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in the military phrafe, we have no- 
thing to do but to hang up our hats. 

Our deftination is for Jamaica: 
the regiment has been raifed for the 
immediate fervice and defence of that 
Ifland, at a very great expence to the. 
planters and merehants, whicn, I 
hope, and doubt not, will be amply 
repaid by the attachment and ferv.iceç. 

of the corps. 

The íhip is roomy; neither ofncers 
nor  privates  are  crowded,   and we 

1 

have a pVofpeót of a healthy and 
pleafant voyage.. We are now bufied 
in forming regulatíons to preferve 
healrh and good order among our 
pepple during the voyage. Thefe 
are at ali times neceffary, but more 

eípecially 



[ » ] 

èípecially ío when vrè are deftiried ío\ 

Southern clinbtates: the irifluence of 

theíb regidnsv bãneful to the natives 
of Europe, too often baffies ali pre- 
cautions, and thins the ranks bv dif- 
eafe and death ; but, wften thefe are 
negleóted, íafety is hopelefs. 

Our departure is now to be wiíhed, 

and there is reafon to believe, that ít 
will not long bedelayed. 

I have this moment rcceived no- 
tice, that it will be neceíTary for me 

to proceed to London tó-morrow.— 

This is an unpleafant occurrence.- 
My mind was made up to my fitua- 

tion, and I had transferred my views 
and profpecls to the other fide of the 
Atlantic.     But I muft  fubmit;   my 

B 4 fay, 
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ftay, I truft, will be íhort; at my 
return to the íhip you íhall hear from 
me : in the.mean time, believe me, 
moít faithfully,. 

Yours, &c. 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    III; 

a Ship Morant, 
DE AR   blR, Britiíh Channel, Ju\y *7, fjte. 

I RETURNED to The Morant from 
my London excurfion on the thir- 
teenth. Since that time nothing lias 
happened worth your notice. What 
time could be fpared from the ne- 
ceírary attention to duty has been 
fpent in the little amufements within 
our reach. We have vifited the Ifle 
of Wight more than once; but al- 
ways returned to the íhip in the 
evening. Thus have paffcd our days, 
until this morning, when the firing 
ofagun, and the loofened fore-top- 

fail  of the   Commodore's  íhip, an- 
nounced 
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nounced our fpeedy departure: in a 
moraent every thing was buftle and 
exertion, At íeven o'clock we were 
under fail, with a very large fleet, 
confifting of five Eaft índia íhips, the 
trade for the Mediterranearí, ord- 
nancc ftore-íhips, and-tranfports with 
trôops for the Weft índia iílands, 
under convoy of The Buffalo and 
Inflexible meu of war ; Thetis, Spjath- 
ampton, and Alarm, frigatesv t>  . 

* « * 

The raorning has been remarkably 
fine. The appearance of an hundred 
and■ fifty fail of íhips-.getting under 
weigfr, the modulated.voices. of the 
feamen, as they laboured • afc the 

1/ windlefs--—the   cafual  fíght-  of   our 
» friends on boardother íhips,, as they 

paíTed—the beauty of. the knd ,prof- 
peóis 
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fpe&s.around tis, ali con-fpired to ren- 
der this fcene varioús andamuíing 
beyond deícription. % 

* 

A gentleman and lady, witfi a- fe- 
rnale attendant, carne on board this 
morning, as paffengers to Jamaica* 
Their appearance and manners pro- 
mire- an agreeabl& addition to our 
party. 

açib, off Plynwutb. 

WE have had a moft pleafant paf- 
fage down Channel. The fea has been 
fo ímooth that our fair paíTengers 
have not yet experienced the leaft ín- 
convenience. Yefterday morning the 
Commodore made the Southapmton's 
íjgnal to chafe a fmall fchooner, which 

proved 



[ 12 3 

proved to be a French privateer. She 
attempted to efcape by rvuning in 
lhore near Dungenefs, when a íhot 
from the frigate funk her; the people 
were. faved. The fleet caire-to off 
this port at noon ; and The Ramillies, 
Capt. Moutray, wh o commands the 
fleet, lias juft now joined us. The 
lignal is made again to make fail. An 
opportunity offers of fending this.letter 
on íhore, which, if delayed a minute, 
will be loíl.    Adieu. 

• » •»»     • 

R, C. 

LET- 
• i     , 
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LETTER    IV. 

T^T-A-D  QTT> Ship Morant, at Se«, 
JJhAH ^lKj #   Auguft4, 1780. 

W E have had conftant fine weather, 
and * favourable winds,   fo  that it has 
*beeri fcarcely neceffary to alter a fail. 

« • 

The Eaff índia íhips fail fo heavily, 
that the whole fleet have been obiiged 
to bring-to,  and wait for them fome 
hours every] night.    This   has  con- 
liderably retarded the progrefs of our 
voyage.    The proviíion for the foi- 
diers is in general tolerably good ;  but 
the beer, that was taken on board at 
Portfmouth, is execrable—this is more 

• * 

tmfortunatej ás we find that, the íhip 
being partly laden 011 account of the 
merchantsr the beer  and water   to- 

gether 
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gether are but fafficient; and, if the 
beer was ftarted, as has been propof- 
ed, and any circumftances íhould 
happen to prevent our putting into 
Madeira, we ih ali be in danger of 
wanting water. This unlucky mat- 
ter has given us ferious conceru for 
the lives and hcalth of our people.- 
Articles of proviíion in a bad ftate 
are the feeds of thofe difeafes,, by 
which our feamen, but oftner our 
foldiers, perifh. The avarice of the 
contrattor defíroys by ten thoufands; 
the fword and climate, by thoufands 

onl y. 

The four crout, fent on board for 
the prefervation of the health of the 
foldier, is fo extremely putrid, that 
we are under the neceffity of throw- 

ing 

\ 
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ing .it overboard ori the caík being 

operied. Every means of fecuringclean- 
linefs and free air are adopted. The 
íoldiers are daily exercifed with the 
íhip's guns. This, it is to be hoped, 
will keep the fcurvy at a diftance.— 

Nothing.is ío inimical to he'alth in 
long voyagés and Southern climates, 
as the total inaótivity of mirid and 

body, into which the laadftnaD, of 
necefíity, falis, fcr want of .émploy. 
The heat enervates him, and every 

day the malady increafes, until it 
becomes the fource of that dreadful 

« 

difeafe, the Sea-fcurvy, which puts on 

various appearances, and is terribie in 

ali. In the voyage of Lord Anfon, 
nearly the whole of the landfmen, 

and a great proportion of feamen, 

periíhed by this diforder.    A ítrong 

proof 



J 
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proof,  that the feat of this difeafe is 
the   mind, is  the fuddennefs of the 
cure, as   circumftances   change:   on 
entering a harbour, or even approach- 
ing the land, an almoít inftantaneous 
recovery takes place ;   and   what is 
effe&ed by the powers of the imagi- 
nation is afcribed to the virtues of a 
handful -of herbs,  or the falubrity of 
the land-air.     As the difeafe of the 
mind is   cured,   the  body inftantly 

lhe ws the effeóts. 

The   Afíatick,    on  thé   contrary, 
who, in   the degree of heat natural 
to him, exerts  aftivity unknown to 
the   inhabitants  of a Northern   cli- 

9 mate?   on  approaching  our wintery 

I worid, feels every nerve frozen, his 
| blood thickens, his 'faculties become 

torpid—■ 
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torpid—he refigns himfelf tò defpait 
—and dies without the appearance 
or fymptoms of difeafe. 

Providence íeems to have fofmêd 
every rnan and animal with a con- 
ftitution and difpofition adapted to 
tbe climate in which he was deftined 
to dvvell—Man only counteraéts the 
deíigns of his Creator. 

We were yefterday witnefs to 
the meíancholy folemnity of the 
funeral of the Captam of The ín- 
flexible man of war:—minute guns 
were fired from ali the íhips of 
war and thofe in the fervice of 
government, and every naval and 
military honor paid. 

G We 
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' We fell-m with the Britiíh Chan- 
nel Fleet this day at noon—and pro- 
ceed unde r their proteótion—the 
prefence of fo fine a Fleet gives 
fecurity and fpirits to every one. We 
cannot expedi that they will long 
remain with us—and as little notice 
is given of feparation, I ih ali prepare 
my letter for their conveyance, by- 
íubfcribing myíèlf, 

Your moíl afFeílionate Friend, 

R, c. 

LET- 
* 

r 



[    19    ] 

LET T*E R    V. 

I 
"n-tTA-p    QT-D ^ Board the Burrrogre Fjcnch Man 
UJiAfl   OIK,        of war# acSca> AuguU i»,  17É0. 

F inftances of the varium et muta- 
bile attached to the miUtary life 

were wanting, this that I now 
announce to you might be con- 
fidered as no comraon circumftance. 
When I wrote my laft letter we were 
under the proteótion of the grand 
Britifh Fleet, proceeding with favo- 

rable winds towards our defired port, 
and had reafon to hope that we 

were in little dançer from the ene- 
my. At the time of writing this, we 
are prifoners on board a French man 
of war, our future fate and fortune 
moít uncertain ;    but I will fet down 

G   2 . m 
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in ordef the circumftanccs of th is 
fudclcn change, which will probably 
bring more variety into my Narra- 
tive, than I had either promifed or 
intended. 

The next day after the date of my 
lafl letter the Britiíh Fleet left tis ta 
pnrfue onr way ; taking with them 
The Inflexible and Buffalo men of 
war, and Alarm frigate, part of 
our convoy. On the 7th \ve met with 
the Liíbon Fleet, bound to England* 
nnder the convoy of Commodore 
Johnftone; the eighth was fpent 
quietly as ufual; our íiew colours, 
being planted on the quarter-deck, 
made a gay appearance; abont nine ia 
the evening we brought-to for the 
heavy-failing íhips to come up—and 

4 at 

_ 
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at one ia the morning, by fignal from 

the commodore, made fail and pro- 
ceeded—at day-break one of the 
fervants carne into the cabin, and re~ 

ported that there were many íhips 
in íight,  that  made   íignals by roo 

-V 

kçts and fires. 

I immediately fufpeóted the woríi, 
and was foon on deck—our people 
got under arms, and prepared for 
defence ; but, as the day advanced, 

refiftance was found to be vain, as 
we were furrounded by the combined 
Fleet of France and Spain, 

At this time I was particularly 
ftruck with the mafterly and gallant 

manner, in which The Ramillies ef- 
fç&ed   her retreat—fhe appeared to 

C 3 bq 
*i 
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be furrounded by the íhips of the 
enemy, on which, as íhe paffed 
them, íhe kept up a continuai íire 

frora both fides of the íhip, It was 
now good day-light, when we found 
ourfelves within gun-fhot of two of 
the enemy's line of battle íhips. 
The mafter of our veffel earneílly 
déíired us to make no reíiftance, and 
to ílrike immediately ; which we cer- 
tainly fhould have had no objeclion 
to do, as there appeared no poffibility 
of efcape, but we had not as yet dif- 

pofed of the colours of his Majefty's 
Re^iment—as   foon   as   this was  ef- o » 

feòted, we furrendered. By this time 
íhe íhip had been ítrack by feveral 
íliot; by one of which, a Serjeant's 
wife of the regiment was unfortu- 

riatclf killed, whilft íhe  lay  in her 
i hammock; 
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hammock; a boat fóoíi came to take 
poffeílion from The Burgogne, a 
French feventy-four gim íhip, to 
which we had ílruck, and we had 
the mortification to fee a French; 
fentry pofted at the door of the 
cabin. The Lieutenant Colonel was 
taken on board The Burgogne, and I 
had but a íhort time to . coníider 
what was beft to be done. My firít 
want was that of a fervant, which 
was foon fupplied by the recommen- 
dation of one of my Serjeants—to 
this fervant I delivered the whole of 

my baggage. 

I then dreíTed mvfelf in a rrew 
fuit of regimentais, determined to 
be introduced to my chance ac- 
quaintance with the beft advantage, 

G 4 Our 
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Our lady paffenger and her faír 

attendant gave themfelves up to tears 
and afflióHon. The beíl was to be 
hoped for them. I introduced them 

to the French officer, who com- 
manded the íhip—he was civil, 

though not of the moft prepofíeííing 
appearance or manners—he promifed, 
that *evcry poffible attention íhould 
bepaidto their íafety and convenience; 
which promife, I have the pleafure 

to hear, has been faithfully per-? 
formed. 

It was now ten o'çIodc; mnch had 
been done in the couríe of a fhort 

time. When norice was gi\en me 
that my company was expeóted on 
board the man of war, I was foon 

along-fide,  and, afcending the fhip's 

fide. 
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fide, met with an unexpefted ao 

qnaintance—a man in the uniforrq. 
.of a French marine, on feeing me, 
exclaimed, Ob, mon Captaine /—r-I in* 

ílantly recognized him—-and his ftory 

js this. 

Some years lince, when I was on 
the recruiting fervice iil Cornwall, 
three ftout Frenchmen landed at Fal- 
mouth- from a Liíbon Packet. 

Tbofe men were of that order, 
which is known in the army by the 
name of Grand Tonr Men. This 
defcription of people exifls only in 

the rertlefs and volatile genius of the 
French nation. A Grand Tour Man 

pafíes through the fervices of the 
different Princes of Europe, enlifting 
and   deferting   as    çonvenience    or 

whina 
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whim direóts, Thofe raen were at 
the endof their refources, and obliged 
to beg—the war wkh France not 

having \at that time commenced, a 
gentleman obferved to me, that, as 
far as. figure went, they woxild not 
be bad recruits—after having con- 
fulted Colonel Townfend on the fub- 
jeót, I received them by his direótion. 
Of thefe Mr. Piftoneau, the geri. 
tleman • to whom I introduce yovr, 
was one—he marched with me to 

Chatham Barracks, ãnd was íòon 
fefter. drafted into the fifty-eighth 

Tegiment at Gibraltar. His mannerss 

and conduót were exemplary, whilft 
lie was under my command. Gib- 
raltar was too confined a field for the 
genius of Mr. Piftoneau; having 

ftaid   there   fome   time,   he   drefled 
í ,    ; himfelf 
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himfelf in the clothes of an officer* 
made free with his horfe, and pre- 

fented himfelf in the Spanifh carap 

at St. Roque ; here he was not long 
eafy, again changed his fiaiation, and 
became a marine on board the Bur- 
gogne. 

I was introduced by Lieutenant 
Colonel B. to Monfieur le Brigadier 
Marin, the "Captain of the íhip ; who 
received me with great politenefs. 
My fword was oíFered and rcturned 
with the old obfervation on the for- 
tune of war—and, in the prefent 
melioration of European warfare, the 
bitternefs of captivity feemed ,to be 
nearly pafL We fat down to an early 
dinner, at a table covered with a 
prcfuíion of meat of various  kinds. 

A large 
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A large company were prefent, con- 
íiíling of ali the officers of the íhip, 
the Britiíh Military, and the chap^ 
Jain, a friar, who, in his appearance, 
is nearer to my idea of Father Paul 
in the Duenna, than any of bis 
reprefentatives that I nave feen, 

But I cannot reíift the inclination 
that I feel to introduce to you Mon- 
íleur le Brigadier Marin-r-conceive 
the figure of a round old man of 
íive feet, dreíTed in a blue camblet 
coat, &c. &c. the whole of which 
would really be a bad bargain to a 
Jew at half a crown—his wig was 
of that order denominated, in an 
Engliíh country town, a cut wig; 
his hat and íhoes were from age and 
circumítances  of   a  whitiíh  colour, 

and 
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and his linen marveloufly black—> 

íuch were the drefs and appearance 

of Monfíeur le Brigadier—and his 
officers were little better dreffed thati 
himfelf. In òur íituation, afterhaving 
fecured a dinner, it was prudent to 
endeavonr to provide a bed, and in 

the crowded ftate of the íliip this 
did not feem to be an eafyacquifition. 
We hoped, and rather expeóted, 
that the politenefs of the officers of 
the Ship would have induced them 
to afford us cabins; but the evening 

approaching, and no fymptom of 
that fort having appéared, it becarae 

necefíary to come to an explanation. 
This we have done by the means of 

a Swifs Gentleman,, a lieutenant of 
our regiment, who has been of 
great ufe to us as an interpreter—the 

anfwer 
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anfwer we received was, tbat there 
was an apartment for ali the Engliíh; 
as thefe coníifted of mafters and 
mates of Ships, and paíTengers of 

various defcriptions, the aflortraent 
pleafed us not. 

After fome negotiation, permifíion 
was granted, with no very good grace, 

to the Lieutenant Colonel and myfelf, 
to place mattraíTes on a bench in the 
grand chamber or upper cabin— 
there we have been 'for two nights 
without a poííibility of taking reft, 

from the never-ceaíing converfatioa 
.of the French ofíicers—fortunately 
on the evening of the tenth ray 

fervant carne on board with my bag- 
gage—or my íituation wonld have 

been   more    nnpleafant   than  it is. 
Notice 
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Notice is this raoment fent, that the 
prizes are about to feparate from the 
Fleet, and that an opportunity pre- 
fents of fending letters, 

Remember  your   Friend   in  cap- 
tivity, and believe me finccrely, 

Yours,  &c, 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    IV. 

• nw A tt   <?TP Burgogne, at Ses* 
JJEAR  MR, Augua 17, 1780. 

X SHALL continue to write as cií- 
cumftahces happen, although there is 
at prefeflt no great probability of my 
letters reacbing you íbon. Of oúr 
unfortunate fieet, coníifting of about 
feventy fail, one íhip, the Britiíh 
Queen, from London to Jamaica, 
efcaped, with fome few veflels of 
lefler defcri|.tion; nevef furely was 
furprife fo complete: it can only be 
accounted for, by tbe Gommodore's 
reliance on the intelligence he had 
received,   that the Combined Fleets 

were in the harbour of Cadiz.    On 
the 
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íhe firft day of Auguft: the intelli- 

gence was troe, but they failed on 
the fecond day of that month. 

To-day we have  heard with plea- 
íiire  the  account,   that El Rayo,  a 

Spaniíh eighty-gun íhip,   coníklered 
an excellent failer,   and  two French 
line  of battle íhips,   that  were de- 

tached in pnrfuit of the men of war 
of our convoy,  have returned with- 
out fuccefs.   The oíficers of this fhip 
tell us,  that  the Spanifli íliiD carne 

near   the   Ramillies;    but,    on   her 
ihortening fail   and preparing to en- 

g*ge,    the Spaniard   left  her.    The 
French lofe  no  opportunity   of de- 
preciadng the conducl and charader 
of their ally. 

D The 
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The combined fleets now confift 
of tbirty-two fail of the line, and 
feveral frigates; of thefe two are 
Spaniíh three-dcckers, one of which, 
the SantiíTima Trinidada, mounts one 
hundred and thirty guns, and is the 

largeft fhip in Europe. 

The Burgogne was of the fieet 
that laft year alarmed tis in the Britiíh 
Channel. We are affured, that this 
íliip loft four hundred raen by ficknefs 
during that cruize, and that the 
other íhips of the fieet were in no 

better condition. 

The corr-hinéd fleets íail in three 
divifions, and woukl not be an nn- 
pleafant ípettacle, were we in other 
circumftances.—Take   now  the   ac- 

count 

v 
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count of our manner   of living  on 
board. 

We get up rather early, and meet 
at breakfaft about eight—this confiíts 
of tea and coffee; brcad and butter; 
fbmetimes one of the ofíicers of the 
fhip takes a cup of tea with us, but 

this happens rarely. Breakfaft is to a 

Frenchman a folitary meai—he takes 
his bread and grapes, fometimes 
wine, ftrolling about—at eleven, by 
the found of a fmall bell, we defcend 
to the graiíd chambre, or lowercabin, 
where is provided a great variety of 

meats, of which large but not feleót 
pieces of roafted beef aiways make 

a part. AU, except the Britiíh officers, 
drink afpecies of Spanifh wine, called 
Benecarlo, well  known  in England, 

Da as 
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as it is ufually brought there for the 
purpofe of brewing Port. For us thé 
Erigadier produces fome bottles of 
Vin de Bourdeaux, and alfo a very 
pleaíant vvhite wine of Provence, the 
producè of a vineyard on his own 
eftate. 

As no wine is taken after dinner, 
and we generally rife before the meat 
is removed, it is neceííary to make 
eood ufe of our time. Coffee is im- 
mediately ferved in the chambre de 
confeil, and fometimes liqueurs. Par- 
ties are then formed and whift, pic- 
quet, backgamon, and other games, 
íill up the time until five, w-hen the 
bell again fummons, and another 
meai, equal in qnantity and variety 
to the former, fucceeds.    After this, 

nothing 

V 
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nothing is left but walking the deck, 
or converfation, as the lights which 
are produced admit not of reading 
or writing—they conílft of two lamps 
only in the gr and chambre, íb that 
moft of us are inclined to retire earty. 

I have, with fome.difficnlty, carried 
two points of fome confequence to 
my convenience. 

The firft related to my fervant, 
whom I found on the deck, the 
morning after he had been brought 
on board, in moft woeful plight; 
his bed had been the boards of the 
deck, and fome Frenchmen, in the 
nighr, had plnndered his pockets, 
and ílolen his hat. * Enquiry and 
remonflrance were on this occafion 
equally vain; a Jeather cap was fonnd 

D 3 for 
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for him, but that was alfo miffing 
the next morning. As his head ap- 
peared to be in fome danger, I ap- 

plied to Mondem Marin for his ad- 
mittance into the cabin, to attend me, 

and fucceeded : he was alfo taken into 
the £teward's mefs, generally not the 
worfl in the fhip. 

The other matter concerned our 
lodging in the chambre de confeil\ 

which, however unpleafant to tis, it 
feems, was not lefs fo to the officers 
of the íhip ; and, after the manner 

of the French, we were very politely 

advifed, for our own convenience, 
to go below; but, as the former ob- 

je6lion ftill continued, no notice was 
taken of this hint, though fufEciently 
intelligible. 

One 
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One of the  lieutenants, the only 

pcrfon of the fhip who fpoke Engliíh, 
was  therefore  fent  to   me,   to   aík 
whát obje&ion I had  to  fleep below 
witli my countrymen, as he phrafed 

it. This brought on a converfation, in 
which he thought proper to queílion 
me,  whether I recolle&ed the íitua- 
tion in which I was on  board that 

íhip, and what  meafures' I intended 
to take, if our going below íhould be 
infifted on ?  To the firft, I anfwered, 
that, if I had been inclined to forget 
for  a moment that I was a prifoner, 

his hehaviour would compel   me  to 

recolleâ:  it.     To the  fecond, that I 
had no doubt of obtaining the  Bri- 

. gadiers  permiffion   to  íleep  on   the 
deck,  which I had determined to do, 

rather than to 20 below.    Had I becn 
D 4 taken 
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taken at my word, it wonld have been 
^ 

an aukward circumítance; but the 

matter took a more favourable turn, 

the carpenter received orders to fit 
cots, to hang in the gr and chambre, 

not only for us, but for ali the Britiíh 
officers ; and the afFair ended to our 
fàtisfaótion. 

Pifíoneau, my recruit, lias fhewn 
great attachment and gratitude. As 

he fuperintends the management of 
the poultry, he has offered me any 

that I may have occaíion for. As 

his friendíhip can be of no ufe to 
me, I have rendered it ferviceable to 

the maíter and mate of our late 
íliip, who have been treated but in- 

differently.    1 mention this as an in- 
ftance 
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ftance that even  a  Grand Tour Man 
may poiTefs good qualities. 

On board are two companies of the 
French regiment de Baffigny, or thirty 
third, aóting as marines. The offi- 
cers are gentlemanlike men; the 
foldiers ftout, clean, and well ap- 

pointed. 

I had been arrmfing myfelf this 
morning with the íight of a vaft 
number of bonitos, a large fiíh, 
frequeri t in thofe feas, which accom- 
panied and played round the íbip. 
Some of the failors endeavoured to 
ílrike them with fpears, but without 
fuccefs,, when an alarm was given 
that a raan was overboard. Our firft 
queftion   was,   « Is he  an Engliíh- 

man ?" 
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man ?" Ali ran to the ftern gallery, 
where we faw a poor Frenchman 
ítruggling with his fate. AU efforts 
were made to fave him, but in vain. 

We continue to cruize ofF Cape St. 
Vincent, making the land of the 
Cape every evening. On a hill ftands 
a convent, in a very pleafant, but 
folitary, íituation, The country feems 
to be fandy and thinly inhabited. 

Some of our young men coraplain 
of the dulnefs and want of novelty 
in their fituâtion. To one of thefe, 
curfing his fate, the Swifs lieutenant 
that I have already mentioned .nade 
an obfervation that pleafed me. Th is 
gentleman has been very many years 
a íiibaltern   ofíicer,    and,   of courfe, 

multa 
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multa miferrima viúit. In th is, 

perhaps beft fchool, he has learned 
patience and prudence. "Ah !" faid 
hc, u of what do you complain ? Yoa 

have every thing that you want, and 
nothing to pay : I wiíh that it was 

my fate always to live" thus." 

My letters, I fear, are too long. 
I forget that, though I have little 
elfe to do but to write, you have 
many better avocations than to read 
fuch letters as thefe cf 

Yonr aíTured Friend, 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    VII. 

DE AR   SlR, Burgopc, at Sea. 
» AugUÍl 21,   17S0. 

JLIAVING walked on the quarter- 
deck for fome time this afternoon 
with Monfíeur le Brigadier Marin, 
amidft various groups of failors, fol- 
diers, &c. 8cc. fome employed at 
cards, fome eating their mefíes of 
beahs and oil, and others in lefs re- 
fpedable modes, fo as to impede the 
paífage along the deck of this very 
large íliip ; not one individual íhew- 
ing any mark of refpeót or attention 
to the Captain ; I was naturally led' to 
confider the difference of internai 
management and difcipline obferved 
on board a Britiíh and French fhip of 

war. 

1 
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war. This diíference feems more ex- 
traordinary, as it is contradi£tory to 

the genius and government cf each 

refpeótive Natiom 

The Briíiíli fyílem of government 
is mild and free; yet, ou board a 

Britifh fhip of war, the ftrióteft dif- 

cipline prevails. Every rank has its 
diftance ; and fubordination is exaótly 
preferved. The Captain, the Lieu- 
tenants, the Midíhipmen, and War~ 
rant Officers, ali feel their confequence 
and fuperiority. Every Officer, Petty- 

officer, Seaman, and Marine,' has Mis 
allotted poft and duty. No ufelefs 
hand impedes or difcourages the 
general union and fervice. The plan 
is fo perfeót, that  the leaft deviation 

froin it  difcoveís itfelf, and  is  irn-* 
mediately 
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mediately corre&ed. The Captain's 
table is almoft always hofpitable ; his 
officers are his frequent guefts, by 
invitation; improper familiarities are 
fedulouíly difcouraged ; every indi- 
vidual feems to know his proper poít, 
and to maintain it. 

The French government approaches 
to defpotifm ; and has been found, 
in fome inílances, fevere : but on- 
board a French íhip there is not even 
the appearance of difcipline or order; 
every man follows his own invention 
in his own way. As thefe íhips are 
more numeroufly manned than Bri- 
tifh fhips of equal rate, the mifchief 
is increafed in proportion* 

After 

I 
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After the deduótion of about half 

the number of the crew, as failors, 
marines, and cannoniers (a very uíè- 

ful order of men on board ílíips of 
war, and an improvement well worth 
the attention of the Britiíh Admirai- 

ty), the remainder are amere rabble, 
food for powder, ufeful only fabas 

confumere. 

To this vvant of neceíTary order it 
is owing, that a landfman fent on 
board a French fliip of war feldom 
becomes a feaman. To the confe- 
quent abundance of ufelefs hands 
may be afcribed the great difpropor- 

tion of killed and wounded in aótions 

between fhips of equal force ; and 
that, invariably, againft the French* 

AH   ranks   of  oííicers   feem   to   be 

thrown 
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thrown together.    The Captaín re- 

ceives an allowance to íupport a table, 
where ali officers, from the Captain 

to   the   Midlliipman,   íive  together. 
This induces a degree of familiarity 

by   no means favorable to the difci- 

pline of their navy.    I am told* that 
the   allowance  of  the Captain is ex- 
tended to officers  that happen to  be 
taken and continue prifoners oh board 
his íhip*  This is liberal.—In the ex- 

planatiori of íignals, certainiy of great 
confequence   pn board   ali   fhips   of 
war, but particularly difficult in  the 
French   navy   from   their infinitely 

various and complex nature, la Jeu- 
neffè7 the Captain's  boy, is generally 

the firít to give an opinion ; and his 

opinion feems to  have  more welght 

than that of any other perfon iri the 

fliipv 

mmtm 



[    49    3 

fhip. To this contrafted conduót we 
owe, in no fmall degree, the pre- 
eminent excellence and íuperiority of 
the Britiíh navy. 

, 

To the method of manning fhips 
by preffing, much is alfo due. I 
am convinced that it would be ira- 
poííible to form ah adequate number 
of feamen for the fervice of the 
navy by any other raeans. When 
the íhip of the merchant has per- 
formed her voyage, the crew are 
taken into the navy. The merchant 
muft find other men, before his íliip 
can again proceed to fea. Frora the 
neceffity of the café, the number 
of  apprentices   is gieatly  increafed; 

t 

young and a£tive  men,   encouraged 
by the  bounty  and wages  that are 

E offered, 
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oftered,   leave  the  plough   and   the 
loom, to brave the oceau and its dan- 
gers.    The  íhips  of  the  merchant 
are  fo   thinly  manned   in  time of 
war,    that   landfmen    muft   render 
themfelves ufeful; confequently foon 
become,   in  fome  degree,   feamen: 
thefe, in their turn, are removed to 
the navy, where difcipline and exam- 
pie finiíh what the necefíity  of the 
merchant fervice   had   bègun.     By 
thefe means a new race of feamen is 
continually   brought   forward;    and 
the longer the war laíts, the greater 
number of this ufeful body of men 
is formed for the public fervice.    I 
am aware that this practice has been 
conlidered  as bearing  hard   on  the 
feelings of individuais; nor can the 
haríhnefs of the meafure be juftified, 

4 1«* 
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1)ut from the neceíílty of war, irit 
the prefent ftate of Europe, as the 
means of felf-defence; biit, placing 
fór a monflent tlie Res publica out of 
the queftionj it rauft be allowedj 
that feameil of neceffity get their 

living on board fhips, that their pro* 
vifions are betterj and more liberally 
fupplièd, in the king's fervice, than ia 
that of the mercharit; their labours 
and hardfhips are lefs fevere, and 
their profitSj táking in the chance of 
prize mofley, perliaps* not very ún- 
equal; that* to give an option to 
thefe habitually inconfiderate men is 

putting a dangerous weapon into their 

handsj which génerally turns againft 

themfelves. Abufes certainly exift 
in the managemerit ofthis  fervice; 

E 2 but 
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bút to objedt,   is  eaíier than to re- 
na edy* 

* 

r have to-day, with Mónfieiir le 

Brigadièr, viíited this íhip between 
dècks; a very confiderable part of it 

appears to bè adapted to culinary 
purpofes. It is aftoniíhing what at- 
tention is here paid to the article of 

eating, Evcry kind of viand is pro~ 
vidcd for the gr and chambre; even 
veal, pigeons, arid rabbets—foft bread 
is baked twice in a week ; and, as 
I am told, ferved to ali the; íliip's 
company, It has been obferved, that 
Engliíhmen take more animal food 
than Frenchmen ; the contrary is fo 

evident here, that it is our general 
opinion,  that, taking the mefs toge^ 

ther, the French  exceed us, in that 
particular, 

«■ 
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particular, in tHe proportion of three 

to one at leaft. 
• \ 

The allowance of falted provifion 
to the fhip's company is very fmalU 
Dried French beans, or caravances, 
ftewed and mixed with oil, highly 
feafoned withr garlick—íhefe, with 

bread, make the chief part of their 
diet. 

We ftill continue to crnize off the 
Cape of St. Vincent, in good health 
and tolerable fpirits ; and I remain, 

Your moft faithful, 

R. C, 

E3 LET- 
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L E T T E R'   VIII, 

DEAR SíR, Bqr^ne, « S«t * ' Auguíl 13, 1780, 

KJ UR cruize, there is reafon to. be-. 
lieve, draws near its period. To-day 
I topk the liberty to aík Moníieur 
Marin his opiniop on this fubjeéh 
Hís anfwerwas nearly this, "Our freíh 
proviíions wilJ laft until the end of 
tixe next week: Few íhips of the fleet 
are béttèr provided in that refpeófc 
tharç the Burgogne. I think that 
about that time \ve may enter aport." 
This morning a turtle was diícovered 
fioating, aíleep on the water : a boat 
being put qver, it was taken, and 
brought on board. It was of the 
Hawks-bill kind, and ^eighed about 

m 

m 
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flfty pounds. This fpecies is not 
coníidered very good meat, and, when 
ferved at dinner, proved of a dif- 

agreeable fifhy tafte, and was not 
"highly commended. . The Hawks* 
bill turtle is coramon in thefe and the 
Mediterranean feas. I had never 
eaten of it before. The green turtle 

is fo much íuperior in delicacy, that 
in the Weft índia Iílands this kind is 
jrarely ufedf 

\ 

We have gone through a ceremony 
which we did not expedi. Moníieur 

Marin, after having thrown out fome 
hints of a fufpicion that the colours 
and military cheft of the regiment 
were concealed on board the fliip, 
declared a neceílity of examining the 

baggage of the Britifh ofíicers.   This 

E 4 has 
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has been done: but neither colours 
nor military cheft have bcen found. 
In rhe conclua: of this buíinefs fome 

amufement   was   difcovered    at   my 
expeitce.    The Serjeant Major of the 
regiment had defired,  at the time of 
our being  taken, that I would  per- 

mit my narae to be placed on a cheft 
beicnging to him,  as  he hoped  that 
it might  be the  means of fecnring 
it  from   plunder:   this   I   willingly 

confented to, and had really forgotten, 
the circumftance, when a cheft of a 
moft unwieldy bulk  and  appearance 
was brought on the quarter-deck in 
my name. Nothing had yet been feen 
fo well calculated for  the fccurity of 
pu.blic or private property ;   it  was 

therefore. fairly  to   be fuppofed that 

the booty was there. With mu.ch difT 

íiculty 
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ficulty it was opened, and its con- 
íents examined, when there appeared 

a great variety of gowns, petticoats, 

and other articles of female apparel. 
This was confidcred -by the French- 

men as a very good joke, and afForded 
much entertainment. 

We have contrived to Iofe the 

little çafii we bronght on board, to 
the officers of the íhip* who are 
greatly fuperior to us in games of 
ikill. The knowledge of thefe games 
form a part of their education ; and 
the praclice, no inconíiderable portion 
of their ways and means. I mean 
not a refleótion; a perfon in the 
habit of play, cool, temperate, and 
íkilful, muít fucceed when oppofed 
to a.cafual adventurer.     A French 

officer 

( 
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ofHcer feldom declines high play, at 
êny game, either of íkill or chance. 

My next Jetter will probably be 
from Cadiz, which is fuppofed to bc 
the deftination of the fleet. 

Believe me truly yours, 

R. G. 

LET- 

ikrii m 
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L E T T E R    JX, 

DEAR SIR, 
Burgogr.c, Harbour of CadÍ2, 

3 ilt of Auguft, 1780. 

ACCORDING to the prediílion of 
Monfieur le Brigadier Marin, the fleets 
bore away on the twenty-fixth, and 
we that day took our leave of Cape 
St. Vincent, During the time of 
their cruize in that latitude the com- 
bined fleets made two prizes only, 
both brigantines bound to Gibral- 
tar# 

On the 2 9th3 the fleets entered the 
harbour of Gadiz ; in the bay lie the 
remains of two Spaniíh íhips of the 
iine, which were taken in the action 
fcetween Sir George Rodney and Ad- 

mirai 
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mira] Langara, afterwards driven ori 
íliore in a gale of wind, and loft. 

This is a capacious harbour. The 
entrance is narrow, and well guarded 
by forts and batteries. Above it flands 

the city of Cadiz, the emporium of 
the Spanifh trade in Europe, Its 
walls and towers make an appearance 
of great ítrength,;, but unluckily we 
are obliged to fubmit to the mortiíi- 

catioi^of viewinff them at a diftance, 
as the Conde 0'Reiliy, Çaptain Gene- 

ral of Andaluíia and. Governor of 
Cadiz, has direóted that no Britifh 
officer from the combined fleet iliall 
land on the iíland, or enter the çity 

of Cadiz.. ,Some of our folks have 
waited on- Admirai Don Juan Córdo- 

va, to defirehis permiííion to land at 

Cadiz : they were politely  received, 

and 
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and afíured by the Admirai that it 
was not his wiíli to detain  thefn on 
board the íliips ;  that   his  command 

i 

extended no farther than to the'fleet; 
he confequently had no other povver 
but that of récommending the mea- 
fure, which he would immediately 
do. 

There lias been alfo a feport, that 
the Britiíh officers will be fent to 
Gibraltar, on their parole ; but this 
deferves little attention : there is grêat 
reafòn to believe, that the Governor 
of that fortrefs would not reoeive 

them on that condition ; idle liands 

being neither deíirable nor ufeful in 
a beileged garrifon. We hope better 
things. We, however, feel, in fome 
refpeóts, the advantage of the vicinity 

of 

i 

r 
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of Càdiz : the  table, in  additiori tô 
♦ 

its ufunl pleiíty^ is fupplied with excel* 
Ient fiíh ,and very good fruiu Ai 
foon as the íliip was at ànchor, boats 

came alongfide with gfapes in ham- 
pers for fale ; but thefe were not ad^ 
mitted to.be brought on board the 
íliip; probably from experience that 
the ufe of them affeófcs the health of 
the people: by fpecíal permiífion a 

hamper was purchafed for us> the 
price a pefetta^ about ten pence* 
Thefe grapes were white, and very 
excellent. The hour of dining on 
board is changed from eleven to two» 

This gives to the officers of the íhip 
and troops the opportunity of going 
on íhore and returning to dinner—* 

moft of them do this daily, Very 

imlike the cuftoms of Britifh officers 

ia 
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in fimilar circumftances ; who, wheii 
once landed at Cadiz, would not have I 

again feen the iníide of the fhip, un- 
lefs their duty required their prefence 
on board, or the ftate of their finances 
would not admit of their continuance 

on fhore.    The Frenchman, on the 
contrary, drefíes, parades the ítreets, • 
vifits the coffee-houfes, and returns 
on board ;  his   whole expence,i pro- 
bably, not more than íix pence.     It 
remains   to  be  accounted   for,  why 
the levity of a Frenchman  is feldom ( fl 
difcovered  where   his  purfe is con- 
cerned :   of  an   Engliíhman,   more 
frequently in   that   refpeót than in 
any other. 

We   have   received    feveral   vifits 

from brother-officers on board other 
fhips. 
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íhips. From their univerfal teítímony 
it is but juítice to declare, that the 
Spanifh and Frendi officers haye con~ 
duóted themfelves in thè moft dvil 
and attentive manner towards the of- 
ficers, prifoners on board their re- 

fpeòtive íhips. 

To the women their behaviour has 
been in the higheft degree praife- 
worthy. Thefe were ali íuffered to 
remain on bóard the íhips taken by 
the French, in the proteclion of their 
huíbands, fathers, or any other re- 
lative; and this without diftinóUon, 
v/hether officer, foldier, or paíTenger. 
The Spaniards received them õn board 
their íhips, and treated them with 
the útmoft kindnefs and refpeót. The 
excellent conduót of Don Juan Mo- 

o reno, 

\ 
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ftmo, Captain   of  The  San Miguet* 
Spaniíli feventy-four gun íhip, well 
deferves to be generally known.    A 
tranfport, in  which   wcre  many of 
the wives and children of the fubal- 
tern  oíiicers   of   our regiment  was 
taken   by  that   íhip.      Thefe   poor 
woraen had little to recommend thém 
to  the notice  of Don Juan, except 
their forlorn and  helplefs condition : 
he received them  on board his  fhip 
with the utmoft goodnefs, and gave 
np his own  apartments to them and 
their children ; fevéral   cradles were 
aótually in the ítate-room : he treated 
them with the politenefs that míght 

have been expeóted only by the moft 
diftinguiíhed gueíls.    The  kindnefs 
and hofpitality which the Spaniards 

laave íhewn   on  this   occafíon  have 
F been 
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been afcribed to a fenfe of gratitude 
on accTimt of the generous manner 
in which their prifoners, taken by 
Sir George Rodney were treated on 
board the íhips of bis fquadron, and 
aftenvards at Gibraltar. Tbis may? 

and without doubt ought to have 
had its proper effecft—but, whatever 
may have been its ca\ife, or from 
whatever motive it proceeded, the 
benevolent and liberal conduót of the 
Spaniards in general is intitled to the 

higheft commendation. 

I have jaft been told, that orders 
have been received  on board,   from 
the. Admirai,    to    land   the   Britiíh 
officers at Port St. Mary-s. 

This 
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This promife of a new fcene has 
given tis new fpirits and expectations ;e 

for, however, well reccived, or well- 
treated on board The Burgognc, we 
íhali certainly leave the íhip without 
reludance. I am forry that the i!l 
humour of the Conde 0'Reiliy has 
prevented me from giving you an 
account of Cadiz : but in our prefent 
íituation we cannot have exadlly our 
own way. 

1 

With refpe&s to our friends I re- 
main, whether at fea or on íhore, 

Yours moft faithfully, 

is.» Cí* 

F a, LET- 
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L E T T E R    X 

T»-r « 11   CTT> Arcos <Je Ia Frontera, 
JJE.AK  OiK, S:ptea;ber S, 17S0. 

CoNGRATULATE me on having 
again found reíl for the fole of my 
foot. We arrived at this city on the 
fifth of this month, the end of our 
journey, and probably the place of 
our reíidence for a feafon. 

We lánded at Pnerto de Santa 
Maria, Port St. Mary's, early in the 
morning of the 31ÍI of Auguft. Every 
mark of civility and attention was 
íhewn to us at our departure from 
The Burgogne by Monfieur le Briga- 
dier Marin and his ofHcers. En- 
deavours were ufed to perfuade us, 

that 
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that we were not to expeót the farne 
polite treatment from the Spaniards 
that v/e had received from thern ; it 
was evea hinted, that our arms and 
baggage would probably be taken 
from us; but? as we had by this time 
learned on ali hands the friendly dif- 

pofition of the Spaniards towards us> 

thefe hints gave us little concern. 

Our baggage was fent on fhore 
with us, except fome trifling articles 
that had been prefented to our enter- 
tainers. One of the Lieutenants re- 
ceived a fuzee from me, which he 
feemed to like, with many acknow- 

ledgements of obligation. Our fer- 
vants were alfo permitted to attend 
us, which we rather wiíhed than 
expeóted to happen,    Farewel,   Bur- 

F  3 S°gne« 
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gogne. By the bye, this íhip had 
been built more than forty years; 

and, ir" rhe Britiíh fleet had overtaken 

fhem, as for fome time we íincerely 
toelieved, that they wonld do, íhe 

would probably have proved our 

grave, her condition being fuch that 
little hope of her out-living an aórion, 
could reafonably be entertained, Im- 
mediately on our landing we were 

conduâed to the Pofada or inn, where 
moft of the Britiíh ofricers from the 
fleets had already aíTembled. Soon 
after Major Butler, nephew of the 

Oonde 0'Reiliy, arrived, for the pur- 
pofe of receiving our paroles. Mr. 
Butler is an Iriíhman, a Major of dra- 
goons in the Spaniíh fervice, and Aid 

de Camp to the Governor General of 
•Andaluíia.      Ali   things   feemed   to 

proceed 
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proceed  with great cordiality, when 
it was  difcovered   that  a fentry had 

been unluckily placed at the door of 
the Pofada.     At   this breach of mili- 

tary etiquette offence was taken, and 
your friend Captain M. was  the firft 
to declare that he would not fign his 

parole until the fentiy was removed, 
and  an apology raade.    This Major 
Butler   feemed   not  difpofed   to   do, 

though, in other refpedts, he behaved 
with polite attention ;  and there ap- 

peared no method of making araends 
for   having    placed    the   fentry   at 

the door of the Pofada, but by fend- 
ing   us  to  prifon.      However, after 

fome time fpent in  argument, Major 
Butler declared, that the  fentry had 
been placed for the purpofe of re- 
ftraining impertinent curiolity only. 

F 4 This 
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This was very properly confidered a 
íufficient   apology ;  the paroles were 

íigned, the fentry remoyed,  and the 
.matter ended. 

This point had fcarcely been ad- 

jufted when a new difficulty occurred: 
the Surgeon of the regiment liaving 
come forward to fign his parole, was 
infoimed, that in the Spaniíh fervice 
a Surgeon wasNnpt confidered in the 

rank of a gentlerr.an, and of confe- 
quence his parole could  not   be re- 

• ceived.     This was   a fevere ftroke to 

> the   pride  of a   North   Briton,  vvho 
• had taken the degree of Doélor of 
Phyfick. The Do&or rempnftrated, 
and with no fmall vehemence iirged 

his preteníions, but in vain, tintil 
Gaptain M. \vho had by this time re~ 

4 çovered 
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covered   bis   ufual    plcafantry   and 

good humour, exçlaimed, cc Do&or, 
retire,  and let us fíght the battle for 

.   you,  your appearance is againft your 
argument."    This jeu cPefprit caufed 

a hearty laugh ;  and,  after fome far- 
ther converfation, the Doótor^s claim 

was allowed.     The Major introduced 
a greyheaded Iriíh enfign in the Spa- 
niíh fervice, a Mi\ Malony, to be our 
guide   and   interpreter;    and,   after 
having acquainted  us   that carriages 
would  be ready at nine  o'clock the 
next morning to proceed on our jour- 
ney, took  his   leave.    Dinner   no\y 

became  an objeót  of coníideratioq ; 
with fome  difficulty the  half   of a 

jcold   turkey   was  procured;    whiçh 
furnifhed a ílcnder   meai for half a 
.dozen of   us.    We  had,    however, 

luckily 
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liickily fomething in' expeótation : it 
being Sunday, a bull-feaft was to be 

exhibited, and at half after three we 
adjourned to the Placa de Toro. The 

entertainment had already begun. 
This placa is a large fquare with 

boxes íix jftories high. Thefe were 
íilled with ladies and gentlemen of 
good appearance and gaily dreíTed, 

who feemed highly delighted with 

the íliew, and expreíTed their appro- 
bation by clapping their hands, and 

vother marks of applaufe : but whe- 
tiver it is that the bull-feafts at Puerto 
de Santa Maria are comparatively of 
lefs confequence than thofe hei d at 

Madrid, Cadiz, or Seville—whether 

the bulis are lefs fierce, or the cave- 

leros lefs aótive and enterpriíing—or 

whether  the  accounts which I have 
read 
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read  of thefe famous  exploits have 
been raifed into   confequence by the 
pen of the traveller—I know   not; 
certa*» it is that this combat did not 
anfwer my  expeelation.     The bulis 
were neither formidable in their ap- 
pearance nor in their mode of attack; 
they were teized  and tormented into 
a femblance of intended mifchief ap- 
parently not natural to them.     The 
horíemen   and   footmen feemed not 
to be in that degree of danger vvhich 
would have intereíted  the fpeaators 
for their fafety.     I  am  of  opinion 
that a ttout Engliíli buli would have 
put thofe Cavaleros out of their play. 
Several of thefe animais were killed, 
but there was little  more entertain- 
ment in  the manner  of their death 
than  if they had been  ílain by the 

butcher. 

í 
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butcher.      The    greater   degree  of 
cruelty  certainly cannot recommend 
it.   • Thefe exhibitions muft be con- 
íidered difgraceful  to  the Spaniards, 
as  a  polite   and  intelligent  nation : 
there really appears lefs to be faid in 
favour of them, than of thefe popu- 
lar  bull-baitings   by   dogs, not   un- 
common in the Weítern counties of 
England; bufc it muft be always re- 
membered that in Spain thofe games 
are attended by the fair, the polite, 
the   accompliíheçl—T-in   England,   by 
the rabble only.    It has been faid, ín 
favour of thefe bull-feafts, that they 
are enconraged in Spain on the fame 
principies that amateurs  defend the 
praótice   of   boxing in  England, as 
means of preferving an energetic vi- 
gour,    an   habitual   çourage  in  the 

people. 

A 
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people. Hovv far this has íucceeded 
ia England I will not now enquire; 
in Spain it cannot be difputed that 
the bull-feafts, if they ever had that 
effe£t, have long íince entirely failed 
in that refpeóh In truth, courage 
and brutal cruelty are not fo nearly 
allied. This buíinefs eiided, about 
fix o'clock, we then moved to the 
Alameda, a very pleafant public walk 
in íight of the fea. 

Here raoíl of the company from 
the buli feaft afíemblèd; and the 
appearance of both ladies and gentle- 
men was highly creditable to Puerto 
de Santa Maria. The officers of a 
regiment of dragoons, at prefent 
quartered in the, city, by the gaiety 
of their  regimentais,   yellow faced 

with 
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mth. black, added much to the:Jheir 
of company, both at the Placa dei 
Toro, and the Alameda. We faw 

feveral parties of this regiment 011 

horfeback in the evening. The men 
were clean, and well drefíed; the 
horfes light, and like the breed of 
Barbary; both officers and foldiers 
wear the mouftachio. We were now 
nearly fatigued with the bufinefs, and 

pleafures of the day, and retired to 
the pofada. Thus paffed Sunday in 

one of the moíl bigoted countries of 

Europe : fo very diíFerent are the 
opinions of diíFerent people relativo 
to the manner of keeping the fabbath- 

day. In a room of the pofada, 

aííigned for our dormitory, were 

feveral  mattrafíes,   each   man   took 
one> 

m^ 
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one, and made the beíl of it for hia 
night's lodging. 

I arofe early in the morning, and 
ftròlled • about the city; it is well 
built, and in appearance, refpeclably 
inhabited. It is íituated on the nortli 
fide of the bay of Cadiz, about teu 
miles from that city. It feems, from 
the number of veíTels at anchor in its. 
vicinity, to poíTefs a confiderable 
íliare of trade. Cadiz is principally 
fupplied with water from this place. 

. 

This city was fome days in the 
pofTeffion of the Engliíh, in the be- 
ginning of this century. Sorry ara 
I to add, that traditional reports 

^ea 
by no means favourable to the 

. ' ment, 
ration 01 our countrymen on--.  . 

Jinmg- 
caíion. 

room. 

\ 
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At half paft nine íix very fupdrb 
coaches, lined with crimfon velvetj 
and nearly as heavy as the Lord 
May cr of London's, each drawn by 
four mules, were at the door of the 
pofada. As many as could find room 
in thefe took their places; horfes, 
mules, and afíès',- were provided for 
the reíl; and, about noon, \ve arrived 
at Xeres. The day was extremely 
hot. The diílance is called three 
leagues; and, from the flownefs of 
our movement, I judge it very little 
more. At Xeres we found a coníi- 
derable number of Englifh, the 
greateft part of the paíTengers taken 

v in the fleet having been fent to this 
y' \.    Of thefe were the gentleman 
°      \ly who had been our fellow- 

ícvcr^l   ixi 
;s  on  board  The   Morant. 

The 

v 

\ 
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The Líeutenant Colonel and I rhade 
them a  viíit;   íhey wére very welí 

lodged,    and   in  expeótation  of  re- 
turning to England immediately.   We 
were preíTed to dine with them; but 
we coníidered it a point of honor to 

continue   with   our   companíons   in 

diftrefs; and, although Mr. B. aífured 
us that Malony had taken us to the 
worft pofada in the city,  and that wé 
had a very bad chance   of getting a 
dinner,    we ítuck  to  our integrity, 
and  returned  to  our friends.     Mr. 
Malony indeed had taken upon him- 
felf  the   taík   of   providing;    and, 
though we had no reafon to expecT 

an elegant dinner^   we had no doubt 

of a íuffidency of meat.  Judge then 

ouraftoniíhment and difappointment^ 
when, being introduced to the dining- 

G room, 

ws >~ 
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room, we  found,   at each  end of a 
long   table,   a  bafon, or bowl, con- • 
taining foakcd bread only, and fome. 
boiled bonés, but of what animal has 
not. yet been   difcovered:   this  was 
the   proviíion for   fourteen  hungry 
Engliíhmen !   Malony was  called on 
to account for his conduct;  and en- 
deavourcd to excufe himfelf, by al- 
ledging  the difterence of cultora in 
various  countries, and, what feemed 
to have a better effect, by promifing 
two.legs of mutton for fupper.    Pe- 
titio.n or remonílrance would, in this 
café,   have been equally unavailing. 
A confiderable  quantity of eggs was 
procured, and every other deficiency 
made np by wine, whích  was here 
good and abundant; Xeres giving its 
name to the  wine of .this  diítricT:, 

*   -        which 

/ 



[    83    ] ' 

which is well known ia  England by. 
the name of íherry.    At fupper the 
legs of mutton were produced; butj 
being  merely  the hocks, little fatif- 
fadion was given either in quantity 
or  quality.     Whether  it  was   that, 
being out of humour with the meat[ 
we liked the wine  the better;   or, 
perhaps, pleafed again  to have met 
together,  we  were  ali Ioth to part; 
we certainly  fat till  we forgof our 
captivity,  and, miftaking   the  Xeres 
pofada for a  London tavern, called 
for a bill :   it amounted to five hun- 
dred reais.     This was inftantly pro- 
nounced on ali hands to be  a moft 
extravagant   charge.     Malony,   who 
was by this time íick of his command, 
and heartily wiíhed himfelf any where 
elfe, was again fent for, and accufed 

© * of 
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of  encouraging   the  people   of  the 
pofada to impofe on   ufe.    A refolu- 
tión was alfo made, that the company 
would not leave Xeres until fatisfac- 
tion  íhould be made for the injury 
done them ;   and that  Mr. Malony 
might return m the morning to Cadiz, 
as there was no farther occaíion for 
him,    and ,his   condufl:   íhould   he 
reprefented to   the  Conde CReilly. 
To this. Malony pleaded, that, if the 
gentlemen thought themfelves over- 
charged,   they  might- pay  any part 
of the bill, or no part of it, if they 
thought proper;   this propofal  was 
by no means acceded to.    However, 
after  fome  deduaions, the  bill was 

-paid; and we have fince vmluckily 
difcovered,   that,   by  not being  ac- 
quainted with the mode of computa- 

tion, 
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tiõn, and being at that time too wife 
to aík for information, we paid reais 
of plate for reais of vellon, and con- 
fequently much more than the charçe. 
I have fmce been told, that it was 
not expe&ed that we fhould pay any 
part of the expences of our journey ; 
but, as a gentleman wifely obferved, 
we íl 1 ali better kriow how to act the 
next time that we are taken. The 
íhortnefs of our ítay, and the variety 
of my occupations, will prevent my 
giving you any defcription of the city 
of Xeres : it is extehfive, and appears 
to be full of inhabitants. As the 
ftxeets are not paved, and the foil 
fandy and light, the duft is intole- 
rante, and púts me in mind of the 
clouds of fand that overwhelm cara- 
vans  in  Arábia  Deferta.     Sums  of 

G 3 monev 
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money are here computed In reaís 
vellon, nearly twopence halfpenny 
Englifh. 

It was near noon the next dày 
before we were ready to proceed in 
our journey. The road to Arcos not 
being fufficiently wide for the coaches, 
a confiderable number of horfes and 
mules were procured for our convey- 
ance3 and that of our baggage. 

At the market-place the muletteers 
nppeared with their beafts, expecling, 
according to the Spaniíh cuftom, to 
be taken up behind the rider ; but 
this fuited not the tafte of our young 
men; nor were they better pleafed 
with the llow pace, to which thoie 
animais were accuftomed. They there- 

fore 

f 
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fore in general fet ofF as faft as their 
mules could be induced to go, leaving 
the unlucky Spaniards behind, who, 
having continued to bawl, Poço, Poço, 
until their breath was exhaufted, 
becamc mad with rage, and literally 
devoted the beafts, and their riders 
to the devil. My fervant took up 
the owner ofour mules behind him; 
and we proceeded fair and foftly. 

Having    Ieft    the    gardens    and 
vineyards in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Xeres     behind    us,    we  journeyed 
throligh a  country that had the ap- 
pearance of an arid defert.    Nothing 
green could be feen, except here and 
there fome olive trees, and thefe at a 
diftance from the road.   Neither fíocks 
nor herds were there, nor was paf- 

G 4 ture 
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tnre fufficient for an afs to be found in 
the èxtent of rnany miles, We paffed 
ibmç vineyards; but, as the grapes 
were no>y ripe they   gave but little 

We 
mude free with the fruit, which af- 
forded an agreeable and neçeflary 
refreíhment, as we had not met wiih 
any houfe of entertainment, or even a 
drop of water, on the road. The 
heat was excefíive, the country open, 
fandy, and \vithout the leaft íhelter. 
In this part of the j^rovince of Anda? 
luíia it feldom or never rains between 
February and November; during 
that fpace of time, the horizon is 
çlear, and the fun burning; this 
\yill fuffíciently account for the pre- 
fent face of the country. I do not 
recolledfc to  havç  experienced  more 

incon» 
1 * 

L. \ 



C    8-9    ] 

inconveniente frpm heat ia any cli- 
rnate than I did in this dayf 

Having travelled through the flat 
country about four hours, wç left the 
road, and5 turning to the right, af- 

çended fome hills. The country that 

we had yet paífed through, though 
burnt, had the marks of agriculture ; 

and, in general, was covered with 
the ftubble of the laíl harveft. But 
we now carne to a wafte, which pro- 
bably never felt the plough-íhare. 
This continued for fome miles, until 
we carne to fome olive plantations, 

and foon after faw the city of Arcos, 

where we arrived extremely fatigued. 

The diftance from Xeres is çomputed 
íeven leagues, 

I have 

^ 
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I -have now brought you to the 
end of our joumey, and íhall take 
an early opportunity to acquaint you 
with our proceedings here. In the 
mean time, believe me, 

moíl aíTuredly, 

Yours, 

R. C. 
/ 

LET- 

L 
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L E T T E R    XI; 

DE AR  SIR, Sept^So. 

FoRTUNATE it was, thatfomeof 
our friends had reached Arcos before 
us. Thofe ofHcers who had women 
under their protection, or were not 
íQ health at the time they were 
taken, were permitted to remain 011 
board the Engliíh veffels; thofe, of 
courfe, arrived at Cadiz a confider- 
able time before we did, and, ha- 
ving been dífpatched by the Conde 
CReilly to Arcos, had been fettled 
there fome time. Thefe getlemen 
received us hofpitably ; and, as our 
arrival had been fome time expeóted, 
were  prepared   for  our   reception. 

The 

*r- 
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The billcts were rcady for ns ; we 
were quartered on the better fort of 
inhabitants; and intimation given, 
that lodging, fire, and water, were 
to be provided for us grátis. 

My lot fell on the houfe of Don 
Chriftofero Rittomallos : this Don is 
a corn-^ factor; he has given me the 
poíTeíiion of his beft apartment. On 
the floor is a bed, placed on mats; 
and íheets bordered with broad lace. 
An interpreter, who has- been fent 
hither for our accommodation, has 
informed me, that my landlady was 
much difappointed in the appearance 
of her gueíl; íhe had, it feems, made 
intereft to have a Capitano quartered 
at her houfe; and the interpreter af- 
fured her that íb it  was.; but  the 

old 

__ 



[    93    ] 

old Lady believed it not, She faid, 
that a Spaniíh Captain was mucbo 
grande, very fat, and wore many rings. 
You will not blame her unbelief. 
This city has been fixed on by the 
Conde 0'Reilly, for the refidence of 
the Britiíh military only. He told 
Captain G. who applied to him for 
monev at Cadiz, that he had chofen 
it becaufe the Britiíli ofHcers ílíould 
not have the opportunity at Arcos of 
hurting themfelves by their extrava- 
gance; and furely no fituation in 
Spain can be better calculated to pre- 
vent it. The articles of neceffity that 
may be had here are, beef, mntton, 
bread, wine, chocolate, and fome 
fruit. Tea, coffee, milk, butter, or 
cheefe, are not to be procured. Here 
are   neither   taverns,   coffee-houfes, 

nor 
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nor places of public entertainment of 
any kind. The city is out of ali line 
of communication by travelling. 

Our cólony confííls of twenty-one 
officers of our regiment, and of ten 
or twelve belonging to other corps, 
with a number of cadets who were 
on their pafíage to the Eaft Indies, 
and taken in the Company's íhips : 
thefe gentlemen thought proper to 
call themfelves Britifli officers,- and 
were for that reafon fent hither. 
Here is alfo a gentleman, who, I am 
told, is a Weft índia merchant: he 
held a commiffion in the militia of 
one of the iílands, and declared 
himfelf a Lieutenant-Colonel. Of 
this ílep he will have time and 
leifure to repent: if he had acknow- 

ledged 

i— ■   , 
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ledged himfelf a merchant and paf- 

fenger, he would have been at this 
time on his paíTage to, England. 

Englifh ladies we alfo have, but in 
no great number. I compute that, 
including fervants, there may be about 
an hundred Britifh here. 

The morning after our arrival half 
a dozen of us had a meeting, to con- 
fult on fome method of living. Colo- 
nel Spinofa, an officer vvho has re- 
tired to this city, has prefented to 
the.Lieutenant Colonel an houfe fur- 
niíhed for his ufe during his reíi- 
dence here. Of this houfe the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel offered a dining-room 
and the kitchen for the mefs: this 
was readily accepted ; and it was 
agreed,   that   each   member   fhould 

take 

I 

i 
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take the managerhent weekly; and 
that his fervant fliould be the cook. 
The firíl week has fallen to my lot, 
not   on   account   of   any   particular 

* 

merit of mine, as you wíll do me 
the juliicfe to believe ; but great de- 
pendance was placed on the ufeful 
qualities of my fervant. We entered 
on our office tHe next morning, went 
to the market for beef, to the gar- 
dens  fot vegetables, produced  very 

# 

good foup and bouillé; and every 
one was content. With refpeót to 
the cookery, there were many difrl- 
culties to furmount. A Spaniíh kitch- 
en furniíhes neither pots nor kettles, 
fpit, frying-pan, nor gridiron—a 
fmall íiewpan ferves for ali culinary 
purpofes. We had neither diíhes, 
plates, knives, forks, fpoons, glaflès, 

4 nor 
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Tiov cups ; and many of thefe articies 

could not be procurech In this in- 

ftance Fortune was our friend—a 
gentleman of our regimen t, in the 
intention of taking his family to Ja- 
maica, had providently purchafed a 
good aíTortment of earthen and glafs 
ware for the table. Thefe he parted 

with ; and it was to us an acquifition 
of great value. Our iide-board was 
now much better furniílied than our 

table. Beef, mutton, bread> andwine, 
are, however, to be found, although 
much cannot be faid in praife of the 
íirít-mentioned articies. The beef is 

of the colour of mahogany; not quite 
fo hard: but, as the bullock lias no- 
thing to feed on but ftraw and barley, 
the meat is incredibly tough* The 
mutton, the fleíh of raras, is worfe 

H than 

•   y 

^i 
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fhan the beef; both muft be tifed 
the fame day the animal is killed, the 
weather being fo exceédingly hot that 
no provi fiou can be kept to the fe- 
cond day. Precautions are of no ufe; 
falt will not preferve it an hour.—L 

Soroe good vegetables were found in 
the gardens, ' particularly cabbages 
and turnips. Wine is cheap, and 
fometimes very good. Thus we fare, 
and our condition is here coníidered 
enviable, and an invitation to our 
table no ílight favour.—Prínted ao 
coiints have been fent to us of the 
regulated price of the difFerent arti- 
cles of provífíon; but, as we are 
little acquainted with the íilver cUr- 
rency, and the copper is beyond our 
compreheníion, thefe papers have 
"been of little ufe, and we depend 011 

the 

^-m 
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the honeíty of the fellei*. The fa& 
is, what can be had for money, and 

iiot the price of the article, is gene- 
rally the queftion. As caíli became 

fcarce^ not yet having had time to re- 

ceive letters of credit from Èngland, 
we applied to the Conde 0'Reilly for 

a fupply; in confequence of which, 

forty pejo àuro, or dollars, have been 
paid to each ofíicer without diíiinc- 
tion of rank ; this amounts to about 
nine pounds. But money need not 

here be wanted ; the Engliíh charao 
ter ftands fo high in Spain, that caíli 
is eaíily procured from Cadiz for bills 
on London, though the drawers of 
the bills are ítrangers, without letters 

of credit, This feems very extraordi- 
nary; but I know that it has lately 
happened   in   feveral   inftances.      I 

H a hopo 

^M 
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hope that neither the national credit, 
nor that of individuais, may here- 
after fufFer by the generous confi- 
dcnce of the Spaniards in this in- 
ftance. 

The inhabitants behave in the moíl 
friendly manner : from the appearance 
in the ílreets you would rather fuppofc 
yourfelf in an Engliíli garrifou, than 
a Spanifh city. 

AdioS) Signior; and affure yourfelf 
that I am, moíl faithfully, 

Yours, Scc. 

R. C 

LET- 
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LETTER    XII. 

DE AR SIR, 
Arcos, 

Sept. 13, 1780. 

ARCOS delia Frontera, the place 
of our prefent refidence, is a very 
antient city, in the province of Àn- 
daluíia ; and gives the title of duke 
to a family of the firft rank of Spa- 
nífh nobility. It is íituated on the top 
of a rocky hill, diftant from Cadiz 
twelve leagues, and from Gibraltar 

thirtv. 

This city is governed by a Corre- 
gidor and Mayor, both appointed by 
the King. The inhabitants are about 
feven thoufand; and it has two 
churches,   two   convents  of monks, 

H 3 one 
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one of the Carthufian,  the  other of 
the Francifcan  order;    and   one  of 

• * » 

nuns. It has alfo an hofpital. The 
caftle of the Duke is antient, but ia 
good condition. The cotinfry about 
it is fertile in corn, open, and gene- 
rally without trees; fome plantations 

F 

of olive-trees -are in its vicinity,;, 
thefe relieve the eye, and give fome 
fhelter to the traveller as he paíTes 
this defert, for fuch it at prefent 
feems to be; as, from the long drought, 
neither herb nor grafs can be feen.- 

{ 

The Guadalete runs below the çity, 
but its conrfe feems to give neither 
fertility nor beauty to the fcene. Its 
ftream is heavy- and fable; its banks 
rocky and fterile : the nfh, I am af- 
fured,   are  not fit for   food.     The 

Huertas, 
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Huertas, òr gardener's gr.òunds, at * 
the bottora of the hill on which the 
city ftands, are fertile and pleafant. 
Water is conveyed through thefe 
gardens, from welIs, by the labour 
of afies and cows. The trees and 
plants are here .in the moft flouriíh- 
ing ftate: fome remarkably fine 
orange trees are full of fruit and 
bloíTom. 

The Ronda mountains are between 
Arcos and Gibraltar; the-ir high and 
broken tops are full in our vievv, and 
prefent a moft romantic afpe<5t. 
Whilft we are here burning with heat, 
Winter feems there to have re-eftab- 
liíli.ed her dominion. Wolves, they 
tell me, arevery numerous in thefe 
jnountains, and they feem to be weli 

H 4 fuited 
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fuited to íiich inhabitants. The eagle, 

the vulture, and ali the larger order 

of birds of prey have alfo their re^ 

íidence tbere. From thefe raoun- 
tains the whole province of Andalufia 
is fupplied with ice, immenfe quan-» 

titics of which are confurned to cool 
the water that is tifcd in their evening 
entertainments—it is foi d at this time 

exceedingly reafonable. 

This climâte is really bnrning. 
The perfons and manners of the na^ 

tive inhabitants are infiuenced by it ; 
they are pale and thin in their perr 
fons, with a languid appearance, 

temperate in the greateft degree in 
their manners. The cuftom of taking 
the liefta, or afternoon's íleep, uni- 

yerfally prevails; from twelve at noon 
tp 
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to four not a perfon is to be feen.'» 
The Engliíh, addifted to their habits 
in every climate, eat beef and drink 
■wine at three o'clock, to the aftoniíb- 
ment of the Spaniards, who fay pro- 
verbially, that no animal, except an 
Engliíhman or a mad dog, would ex<- 
pofe themfelves to the mid-day heat 

of fuch a fun. 

I. feel very fenfibly the inconve- 
nience of my lodgings, being nearly 
a mile diítant from the dining-houfe. 

To   this   extreme    heat   may  be 
added the plague of infects and rep- 
tiles, always to be found in Southern. 
Gountries.     The bug, the mufquito, 
the   fand-fly,   the   lizard,   the   ant, 
Rinite their efForts to make your life 

mife- 
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miferablé.      Strangers    fuffer   more 
particúlarly from thefe. 

t>- 

Some of our women have been 
dangcrotifly ill 'from fevers, caufed 
by the venomons bites and fíings of 
thefe creatures, You would not ima- 
gine that fuch a ílate of fwelling 
and inflammation as I have feen in 
feveral inftances could be brought on 
by thefe*means. We have"alfo been 
moft of tis difordéréd in a greater or 
lefs degree; poffibly by the water, 
or, perhaps, too liberal ufe of the 
grapes, 'orother fruit, Such are the 
pleafaht effeóts of the boâíled climate 
of Andaluíia—fuch the comforts that 
attend a iand of wine and oil. True 
it is, that the fun is clear, and the 
atmofphere   without  a  cloud.    But 

give 
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give me the temperature of Old Engv 
land, with its vapours and fogs, its 
frequent íhowers, and even lafting 
rains, It has been well faid, that 

' England has the beft climate in Eu- 
rope; as more hours in the day, and 
more days in the year, may be em- 
ployed in the open air, in that 
country, than in any otherf 

» 

O Fortunata fua ft bona norint! 
where they may eat their meat with- 
out fear of indigeftion, and drink 
their wine without danger of fever, 
and where the wòrft to be appre- 
hended from the climate is a wet 
coat, 

i 

s 

But we begin to look forward 
•Vpíth hope to the approaching change 

of 
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offeafon, when, inflnenced by the 
autumnal íhowers, Natnre will again 
revive, when the air will be cool, 
and the earth covered with green. 

We hear nothing of the politicks 
of Europe, or the progrefs of the 
war. The Madrid Gazette reaches 
us once a week, but it rarely contains 
an article of news, unlefs the removal 
of the Spaniíli Court from one palace 
to another may be fo accounted. This 
is the only paper of news allowed to 
be printed in Spain. Lifts were 
however publiíhed, by authority, of 
the íhips and cargoes taken by the 
combined fleets on the 9th of Au- 
guft, feveral of which. we nave feen 
here. 

As 
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As you muft have been fome time 
acquainted with our fate, and as the 
poft is regular; I entertain hopes, 
that we may foon hear of our fami- 
lies and friends, Believe me, nothing 
vvill be more grateful to 

Your afíured friend, 

R. C< 

LET- 



í nó 1 

L E T T E R    XIIL 
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DEAR SIR, 0*£T'*I**- 

I MENTIONED to you, in a formei 
letter, the polite atteníion of colonel 
Spinofa to our Lieutenant Colonel: 
he has extended it to the whole of 
the Engliíli here. Many of us were 
invited, foon after our arrival, to an 
evening party at his houfe, where 
muíick, dancing, and cards, were the 
entertainments; chocolate, iced water, 
and bifcuits, the refreíliments. A 
young' lady, daughter to a gentleman 
of the íiríl confequence here, danced 
the Fandango, with an old fervant of 
the Colonel. This will probably feem 
an extraordinary circumítance, from 

A ■   the 
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the generally received opinion of thê 
dance itfelf; and alio, as to the pro- 
priety of a gentlewoman dancing witli 
a fervant in fuch company. In the 
dance, there was nothing to cenfure; 
in the dancing, much to praife. 

The conduót of- the lady, in per- 
forming this national dance, as an 
objeét of curioíity to fírangers, muft 
be coníidered truly polite ; and fer* 
vants in Spain are, much to the 
honour of the Spaniards, coníidered 
refpectable, whilít they behave well. I 
Servants here are more than half 
friends; they are efteemed part of 
the family, and their defcendants con- 
tinne tolive in it for ages. Nothing, 
except very bad conduót, induces 
maílers to part with fervants attached 

to 

/ 
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to the family ; and you will eafily 
believe that, in fuch circumftances, 
this rarely happens. 

Madam Spinofa plays and língs; 
and her mother, a very old lady, 
ftill retains her guitarre. 

We have been alfo introduced to 
another family, of the fame name ; 
coníifting of a lady and three daugh- 
ters, agreeable in their perfons, mild 
and  pleafing in their manners, 

r 

As the houfe of the Colonel is 
open every evening to ali Engliíli 
ladies and gentlemen, thofe among us 
that are attached to muíic and dano 
ing need not be without amufement. 
Some of our ladies, who have the 

rneans 

,---. 

A 
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fcnèahs of accòmmodation, irivitè pár- 
ties in retum; where the Spaniíh 
ladies willingly attènd ; and couníry 
danceSj and a cold íupperj afrer thé 
Engliíh mannerj make the entertain- 
ment. 

I wiíh yoú to kiiòw* thaí we boaft 
ôf the prefence of an Engliíh lady, 
whofe poliíhed mannfcrs and artiiahlé 
difpòfition, would do honotir to any 
rank or couniry. Allied to a family 
of fortune ánd confequence in Eng- 
land ; íhe chofe to relinquiíh the ad- 
Vantages of thefe, to attend her huf- 
band in a vòyage to the Eaft Indies< 
The íhip in which thfey embarked 
Vvas taken; and the gentleman, being 
in the military line, was fent from 
Cadiz to this place,    Here he took 

I the 

^\ 



[     H4    1 
( 

the ufual chance  for a billet,   and 
was by no means fortunate in bis lot. 
Their only apartment is a large room, 
óivided by a cnrtain.    In this hum- 
ble reíklence íhe receives her friends 
and thofe of her huíband ; and both 
Spaniards and Engliíh, who have the 
good   fortune   to  wait  on  her,    are 
delighted with their  reception.    No 
complaining,   no  appearance  of re- 
gretting   the want  of   the  fplendid 
apartments  to: which • íhe has been 

| \ accuftomed; the accompliíhments that 
íhe poíreíTes, infinitely beyond what 
can here be found, are never often- 
tatioufly  produced,   or   whimfically 
withheld.    Although every one muíl 
wiíh to fee her in a different fitua- 
tion, it will not be  eafy for her to 

appear 

l 

V 
m*ã 
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âppear in a more amiable point of 
view» 

An ocld difappointment happened 
to fome of lis a few days íince. Áh 
Englifh oííicer, who lodged in the 
houfe of a pèrfõn of the firft cónfide- 
ratiOn here, was defíred; by that gert^ 
tleman, to iiivite fome of his friends 
to celebrate his daughter's name-day, 
that is, the day of the Saint whofe 
name lhe bore: thé terras of thé 
invitation were, "To drink á glafs 
of watér." This, the officer obferv- 
ed, he fuppofed, was the manner of 
invitation in Spain ; as. in England, 
when you ãrè invited to eat your 
mutton with á friend, it is takeh for 
granted that thefe is fonièthing elfe 
for dinner.    We attended on the day 

^-a 
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àppointed-; and were regaled wiííi 
abundance of dancing and fingingç 
but the refrelhment was literally a 
glafs of iced water, with the íugar- 
bifcuit that diííòlves in it. 

The habitual temperance of thefe 
people is really aftoniíhing : I never 
faw a Spaniard drink a fecond glafs 
of wine. With the lower order of 
people, a piece of bread, with an ap- 
ple,   an   onion, or  pomegranate, is 
their ufual repaíl. 

* 

We have feveral times been fa- 
voured with the company of Spani- 
ards at oit| ufual hour of dinner, 
who have vifited ns at that time from 
€uriofity merely. On being invited 
to do as we did, according  to the 

Englifh 
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Engliíh phrafe of hofpitality, they 
íhook their heads, and declined it, 
faying, Bueno por Inglere; maio por 
Efpagnole. " This may be good for 
an Engliíhman ; but it would not do 
for a Spaniard." 

The old conple, in whofe houfe I 
am a fojourner, never fail to make 
their appearance, and take their feats, 
whenever I have company, although, 
they never receive any thing that is 
offered to thera, nor underftand a 
word that is faid. With people fo 
abftemions, it will not bc coníidered 
extraordinary that drunkennefs íliould 
be held in contempt and abhorrence. 
Indeed, I have never feen an inílance 
of it among the Spaniards. A friend 
pf mine has got into fome difgrace in 

J 3 this 
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this way: In the cxercife of hís hoft 
pitality to fome guefts that he had in^ 
vitecí to dinner, he \vas fp much dif-« 
ordered by a more than ufual quan-* 
tity of wine, and the extreme heat 
of the weather, that he took my ad? 
vice to proceed homewards. As we 
paíTecí the honfe of the young ladies 
I have frcquently mentioned, one of 
th em unluckily ftood at the lattice, 
and3 with her ufual polite civility, 
inviced us to enter. This I endea* 
voured to avoid; but in vain. My 
friend behaved with caution during 
the íhort time he ílayed in the houfe, 
but nqt íufficiently fo to efcape her 
penetration : (he has not feen him 
íince that time; but has frequently 
mentioned him as  " your friend that 

• * * 

is out of his mind---that has lqft his 

fenfes." A 

, 
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A ftrong proof of Spaniíh tem- 
perance, is the effeót that the reíidence 
of the comparatively fraall number 
of our people have had on the mar- 
kets. Before we carne here, beef was 
rarely to be found, mutton, two or 
three days in the week only, and 
never on the meagre days. Now 
there is generally beef; always mut- 
ton : the market every day, Sundays 
not excepted. 

\ 

The   butchers   do   not   cut   their 
jneat into  particular   parts,  to  adapt 

< 

them to the choice or the tafte of the 
purchafer ; but they cut it from the 
beaft as it is called for ; and you rauft 
take the coaiieft parts if thefe are in 
turn when you come to the market. 
Every  one   is ferved   in   turn;   the 

Spaniíh 
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Spaniíh beggar, if he applies fírfí, 
before the Engliíh puryeyor: noç 
will any çiefire to oblige, or tempta? 
tion of a better price, induce the 
butcher |:o depart jfrom the obftinacy 
of his ways# 

\ 

Although the climate, in fome de- 
gree, renders abftinence rieceffary, 
the people have a more imperious 
tyrant, Neceííity, to compel the pb- 
fervance of it. Wonderful it is tq 
me how they procure the requifiteç 
of life, reduçed by cuftom as they 
are, Trade or manufaótures they 
haye none. The only inftance that I 
have feen of any thing like induflry 
is in a young ihoe-maker in my 
neighbourhood; he is generally at 
work, and  is marjried to the prettieft 
^voman thát I have feen at Arcos, 

•    ...'.«    ... 

The 
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The Summer drought precludes, 

\n a great degree, the poffibility of 
agricultural labour, which provides 
food and rayment for the majority of 
the inhabitants in countries of hap* 
pier temperature of çlimate. 

The time of ploughing, fowing, 
^nd reaping, bears but a fmall pro? 
portipn tq the reft pf the year« 

Golonel Spinofa, and another gen- 
tleman of fortune, diítribute their 
alms to a very coníiderable number 
pf the ppor weekly. I accidentally 
paffed through the fixeet to-day 
vvhere thefe people were afíembled ; 
theywere, many of them, appa-* 
rently very old, and generally afHitSt- 
pd with leprofy, fcrophula, and other 

cu- 
r 
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-cutaneous diforders of the moft in- 
veterate kind. Thefe are probably 
the effe£ts of the extreme heat of the 
climate, and the low vegetable diet 
to which they are accuítomed. Never 
furely were the fevereft ills to which 
human natare is fubjeót more hor- 
ribly pourtrayed than iii this collec- 
tion of miferable beings ; loathfome 
and incurable difeafe, helplefs and 
■unregarded old age, and hopelefs 
poverty, were here feen in their moft 
abject and extreme ftate of wretched- 
nefs. No ideas equal to this reality 
ever reached my imagination ; and it 
will not be eafy to íhake off the im- 
preííion that the appearance of this 
groupe has made. I hope, and really 
believe, that the whole kingdom of 

' (3reat Britain cannot furnifli an equal 
num* 

H 

X 
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rmmber of equally miferable wretches, 
In the ftreet did thefe poor people 
v/ait for feveral hours, expofed to the 
bnrning íun, for the fake of receiving 
a $uarto or Ocbavo; the firft about 
the vatue of an halfpenny ; the laft 

a farthing. 

i The convents and the hofpital add 
the little elfe that is neceíTary to pro- 
long the exiftence of thofe niore 
than wretched human beings. 

I obferve in my walks, that the 
\yomen and children are now em- 
ployed in gathering and colle&ing the 
fruit of the olive-trees. The olive is* 
jiot unlike a damafcene-plum J, either 
in colour or íhape : they leave them 
pn the trees vintil they are quite ripe, 

by 
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jby whiçh management neither the 
fruit nor oil are ãt for ufe, except to 
an Andaluíian, the oil being rancid, 
and the fruit unfít for pickling. The 
procefs of extracting the oil is not 
tinlike to that of making cyder by the 
Devoníhire horfe-pound. This is alfo 
the feafon of the vintage. Little wine 
is made in this neighbourhood, the, 
Jand being çhiefly in tillage, 

1 

Wehear nothing relative to our 
return. Patience is a virtue ; and 
few have more occaíion for thç exer-. 
cife of it than foldiers, 

My refpeóts to our friends ; and 
believe me, moft faithfully, 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XIV, 

DEAR SIR, oa^sc; 

WITH the various civilities which 
v/e have received from the inhabi- 
tants íince our reíidence here, the 
polite offer of his houíe or caftle to 
the Engliíli oíiicers by the duke of 
Arcos muft be mentioned. This was 
made through the Corregidor; and 
has been accepted by feveral gentle- 
men who were inconveniently lodged. 
This houfe is íituated on the top of 
the hill, and is in habitable order. 
I continue with my old people, fearing 
left I may change for the worfe. 

4 Nothing 
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Nothing is here fo truly inconVe- 
iiient to ítrangers as the attachment the 
people have to the forms and eeremo-» 
nies of their religion, and the jealoufy 
\vith which they regard any negleól 
of, or difrefpeót to them. The fre- 
quent proceffions of th.e Hoíl are ver^r 
troublefome to us* A trumpeter and 
a man carrying a bell alvvays precede 
the prieft. As foon as the approach 
of the Hoíl is announced by the found 
of thefe inftruments, ali perfons, 
whether they are in the houfe or in 

jf the ítreet, on horfeback or  on  foot, 
| inftantly fali on their knees, and thus 

continue until the cavalcade is paft* 
Wherx it was known that heretical 
people were about to reíide here for 

[ a feafon, four foldiers, with bayonets 
fixedj   were ordered to  attend and 

guard 

\ 
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guard the proceflion;   thefe  march. j 
before the prieft; and at the door, of 
the houfe where the fick perfon re- 
fides, the foldiers kneel, and prefent 
their arms.    The prieft walks into 
the houfe; the foldiers continue in the 
ftreet, kneeling, until his return. | 

It is not always poffible for us to 
avoid this bufinefs; we are fometimes 
furprized;  and  then, as  we do not | 
think it neceffary to perform the 
wholeceremony, ftand clofe to a houfe, 
uncovered,  until the proceflion  has | 
pafled.    This the Spaniards feem to j 
think not fufficiently refpe&ful, and | 
fome unpleafant difputes have  hap- 
pened in  confequence.    It certainly 
is a miftake to fuppofe that the Hoft 
is carried to people in cafés of extre- 

mity 
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liiíty only: \ve are told/that devoteéé 
fend for it on very llight oecafíoris; 
the frequency of tbefe proceílions ÍS 
in favour of this report. A gentleman 
of buí party held lately a converfa- 
tion with an old Spariiíh womaíi, and 
a yoiing óne, in a court divided from 
the ílreet by a high wall, on a fub- 
jeól in which Religion had íiot the 
leaíl concern, when the trumpet was 
'heard, as the Hoíl paíTed through the 
ílreet, both the women inílantly felí 
on their knees, and cohtintied to 
pray with much feemirig devotiorí, 
until the found was loft; they theri 
got up, and refumed thé converfatiòfí. 
Every evening, about íunfet, the found 

* 

of a bell from one of the churches 
lias an inflantaneous effeól: the dance 
is íufpended, the muíic ceafes, the 

cards 
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cards are laid down; ali perfons, 
\vhether engaged in buflnefs or plea- 
fure, abroad or at home, fay a prayer; 
thofe in the ftreets, arrefted by the 
found, ftand ftill and take o ff their 
hats, This ceremony continues a 
very fhort fpace of time; the bell 

ceafes, and ali return to their amufe- 

ments or employments. It feems ex- 
traordinary, that on th efe occaílons 
none are obferved negligent or fcof- 

fing; every perfon feems to be ac- 
tuated by the fame religious motive. 

Thís cannot eafily be accounted for, 
unlefs by the power the court of the 

Inquifition has obtained over the 

minds of th efe people in ali niatters 
of religious concern. The Engliíh 
have gencrally paid that refpeót to 
the religious cuftoms of the country, 

K which 
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which both civility and prudencè 
diítate ; but in this inftance, if fome 
young men, from levity or inatten* 
tion, have continued their.walk with- 
out notice, the Spaniards exclaim, 
Sombrero / Sombrero ! Your hat! your 
hat ! and, if no attention is paid, ex- 
prefs dhTatisfa&ion, and fometimes 
refentment. 

On the doors of ali the houfes are 
placed printed papers, as religious- 
amulets or charms, which contain 
thefe words, Ave Maria, Jin peccado 
concepida; and generally a prayer to 
the Virgin. This is alfo the ufual 
ceremonial of entrance into the.houfe: 
the vifitor fays, Ave Maria ; the per- 
fon within, Sm peccado concepida. .Ro- 
far tos, or procefíions of the religious 

through 
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throngb the ftreets, attended with 
íingers and mufical inílruments, are 
frequent bdtrí day and night. 

In feveral párts òf Arcos are hoveís, 
in which are placed the figures of 
faints, with lamps always búrning : 
there is a fort of window, througli 
Which the image may be feen. Here 
beggars, and the loweít order of peo- 
ple, generally pay their devotions. 
In the churches and chapeis devotees 
may ahvays be found, chiefly women 
paft the middle age; 

The day of Santa Paftora, a fa- 
mous faint m this neighbourhood, 
hasbeen iately obferved. A proceffion, 
in which was carried a reprefenta- 
tion in plaíter of Paris, neatly paint- 

K  « ed, 
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ed, of this patronefs of rural life, 

with her íheep and her goats, took 
place, from the houfe of «Colonel 

Spinofa, to the churth. Several of us 
were deíirous of attending, and car- 

rying lights in this ího.w. Our 7fer- 
vices were at fíríl accepted ; but -on 
the morning of the day of the exhi- 
bition politely difpenfed with. 

Colleótions of money for religious 

or charitable purpofes are very fre- 
quenta In a proceffion of young 
women a few days íince, a very beau- 
tiful girl indeed brought the charity- 
box to the window of our mefs-room. 
This had the effeót it was undoubt- 
edly intended to produce—a very libe- 

ral contribution. 

The 
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The common falutation in the 
ítreets is, Vaya ujled con Bios! "May 

you go with GOD !" With ali thefe 

religious appearances andattachments, 
it is extraordinary to find fo little at- 
tention paid to the obfervance of the 
Sabbath : the markets are open on 

that day, the plougft is at work, and 
whatever may be found here that can 
be called labour does not in any de- 
gree ceafe. 

We know very little of the reli- 
gious houfes in this city. I nave at- 
tended the chapei of the Nunnery ; 

and obferved, through the lattice, an 

inconíiderable number of nuns, and 
thofe very old ; it is probable that 
the younger part of the fociety were 
not permitted to appear. 

K  3 The 
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The Friars of the Carthuíian pr- 
der are rich, and haye not íhewn the 

leaft attention to us : the Francifcans, 
\yho are poor, are of courfe more 

civil. The latter have invited us tq 
vifit their gardens, and apartments 
or cells. There is little worth notice 
in the gardens ; and their habitation$ 
are difmal andwretched; their claims 
on the world feem to be few, and thofe 
of eafy attainment. They receive 
money for the poor, and to their ufe. 
Coníidering the paucity of wants to 
which thefe reclufe people are fab"- 
jedr, it muft be believed that the alms 
are confcientiouíly applied. Thofe 
monks haye certainly facrificed what 
the world calls the comforts of life ; 

if they have obtained peace in return, 
• • » • 

jhappy are they, 

An 
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An old Captain  of our regiment 
lately  died  here.     Ás \ve could en- 

tertain no hope of his remains being 
depoíited in facred ground, we chofe 
a   pleafant   fpot   in   an olive-ground 

about a mile diftant  from  hence for 
the place of his interment.     Ali the 
Engliíh attended; and the íuneral fer- 

vice was read by the furgeon of the 

regiment.     As this  is  the firft reli- 
gious  ceremony that  has  been   ob- 
ferved among us fince our refidence 

here,  it is  not  fuprizing that many 
Spaniards   attended; indeed,  I   have 

rfever feen fo many affembled.    Some 
of the lower  order  feemed difpofed 
to  be  troublefome ;  but  they   were 

immediately  checked,    and  kept  in 
order, by the refpeftable people pre- 
fent.     I obferved many beggars who 

jC 4 attended 

í 
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attended on this occafion, and held 
wooden bowls, to receive money, 

por las animas, for the redemption 
cf the ibnls in purgatory. 

The heat  is   now more moderate 
than it has lately been: fome íhowers 
have fallen,  as an earneft of the ap- 
IDroaching change   of feafon ; parti- 
çularly welcome will it be to me,  as 

the exceffive heat has brought on me 

a nervous  intermittent fever, which 
has deftroyed my íleep,   and affe&ed 

my fpirits.   Our Doótor has combated 
the diforder with  the liberal  ufe of 
the  bark, vitriol,  and   lemon  juice, 
which  will probably have  its ufual 
good effeór.    Thefe fevers are tedious 

in their continnance, always unplea- 
fant, but feldom dangerous. 

The 
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The mention  of my indifpofition 
has brought to my recolledrion a vifit 
that fome of us paid, fome days íince, 
to Donna Maria Spinofa, a young lady 
of the  family which I have   already 
mentioned in my letters to you. This 
yiíit  was   made to congratulate  the 
family on her recovery from a fever 
with which me had been fome time 
afFecled. We were introduced in form; 
the Lady  received   us,  reclined on a 
fofa,  with a  bouqnet  of ílowers in 

her hand ;  ílie was very pale and de- 
licate, having   been   bled   very   fre- 
cmently ; for the praclice of Dr. San- 

grado prevdiJs here with little varia- 
tian, notwithítanding  the  admirable 

book of La Sage.   The Spaniards are, 
perhaps, lefs difpofed than any other 

nation to  be  laughed  out  of their " 
cuftoms. There 

«_ 
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There are no letters yet received 

from England ; nor any thing faid on 
the mbjeót. of our return. We have 
accounts from Cadiz, that General 
Rdnsford has eítablifhed our credit in 
a banking-houíe there; fo that we 

are in no danger of wanting what 

money can procure. 

In daily hope of hearing from our 

friends, I remam, with great regard. 

r 

Yours, 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XV, 

DEAR SIR, Arco», 
vNov. 4, 1780, 

1 HE changing' feafon has produced 
other advantages beíides the mode~ 
ration of the heat. The table is 

much better fupplied; we procure 
pork the raoft excellent of its kind; 
the hogs are of the fmall, black, 
wild fort, and feed ín the woods on 
the acorns of the evergreen oak. 
Thefe are   nearly   as   íweet  as   the 

> 

çhefnut; and, at this feafon, are a 

yery ufeful and confíderable article 
pf food to the poorer clafs of people. 

Walking with a gentleman, fome 
days fmoe, we had the good fortune 

ê 

tQ 
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to fali in wkh a large drove of tur- 
keys, on their way to Cacliz for mar- 
ket; we bought four, at a pejo duro. 

each, and carried them, more than 

two miles/ to Arcos. Since that 

time, by fending out fconting parties, 
we have profited by feveral other 
droves travelling the fame way. They 
drive very large numbers from Eítre-r 
madura to Seville and Cadiz at this 

feafon of the year; in their road they 

turn them into the oliye grounds, 
where the drivers aíiured us the ripe 
olive was their principal and beft 

food. Fowls may be had ; they are 
fmall, not good, and very dear. 
Ducks and geeíe there are none; nor 

have I íeen a bird of the aquatic 

kind; Veal and lamb are abíblutely 

prohibited.      A   calf   was   procured 
wkh 
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with great  difficulty, and   killed by 

our people ;    it  was   fmall and lean, 

and by no rneans worth the trouble 
we took to geí it.     Of game, fome 
few partridges, of the red-leg'd kind, 

have  been   found.     Hares  are  very 
plentiful,  and  cheap;   but   the meat 
dry,  and hardly  eatable.     We have 

met with an  excellent bird here, of 
the buílard kind ;  many of thefe are 
to be found in the open country near 
the town ;   they are  extremeiy fhy, 
and fo ílrong of wing that they may 

* 

be faid to íoar above the clouds:   our 

fportfmen have attempted them, both 

by  night  and  day,   in  vain;   after 

many trials,   they have given up the 
puríuit,    not   having   fucceeded    to 

bring home  a fingle  bird.     Thofe 

that we have bought have ali  been 

taken 

i 
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taken in traps. The mcat of thiâ 
bird is of two colours, as in the 
moor game; it will keep but a very 
íhort time, and is extremely delicate. 
From the arrival of large flocks of 
goats in the vicinity, milk abounds. 
Kids may be had, but they are lean, 
and bad food. Of butter there are 
two kinds, monteco de vacbe, butter 
of the cow ; and monteco de puerco, 
butter of the hog—abfolutely hogs' 
lard. Of Spaniíh butter I íhall have 
faid fufficient, when I aíTure you 
that the quality of the latter is to be 
preferred. 

We have had fruit in great varie-4 

ty; apples, apricots, almonds, grapes, 
oranges, peaches, melons, pomegra- 
nates, nuts of various kinds.    The 

apples, 
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flpples, apricots, and peaches, are by" 
no meuns equal  in  flavoar to thofe 
produced in Engliíh  gardens.    The 
apricot and  peach trees are of a very 
large fize.   Melons are in great plenty; 
but I have met with two only that 
were excellent, or equal to thofe of 
Engliíh growth in a favourable fea- 
fon: thefe were of a very large kind, 
I have  preferved the  feeds  for the 
benefit of my friends.    The Spaniíh 
potatoe is not unlike in taíte  to   the 
fweet  potatoe of   the   Weft   Indies, 
fomething between  it and the yam. 
It is my opinion, that in this part of 
the  province  of   Andaluíia  ali   the 
tropical fruits may be cultivated with 
fuccefs ; certain it is, that the degree 
of heat is fufBcient to bring them to 
maturity.    The pine-apple, the plan- 

tane, 

1 
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tane, and banana, particularly thè 
two laít-mentioned, on account of 
their nutritive qualities, would be 
excellent acquiíitións in a country 
where the inhabitants are content 
with a little, and delire that that little 
may be procured as eafily as may be: 
even the long-continued droughts of 
this climate would be ufeful to the 
perfeótion of thefe fruits, which 
would ftand rauch higher, as ufeful 
articles of food, than the pomegra- 
nate,  the grape,  or the onion; 

Having given  you a long account 
♦ 

of our meatj I will fend you an 
anecdote felating to our wine, which 
will fhew the opinion Spaniards have 
of Engliíh fobriety and temperance. 

We have lately found fome difficulty 
to 
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to procure a fufficient quantity of 
good wine for our ufc; and, having 

procured a recommendation to Meffrs. 
Da Cofta and company, wine mer- 
chants at Xeres, fent to them for a 

fupply of the beft wine that couid be 
procured at that place. Some caíks 
were fent; but, on trial, the wine 

was found to contain fo much of the 
aqua ardente, or Spaniíh brandy, that 
it was not drinkable. On complain- 
ing to the merchants of our difap- 
pointment, they told us, that they 
were extremely forry ' that the wine 
had not pleafed us ; that they had 

always underítood, that wine could 

not be made too ftrong for EngJiíh 
gentlemen, and that they had mixed 
it accordingly for our nfe.   The wine 

L was 



[     M6    ] 

was fent  back to  Xeres,   and fome 
tolerably good fent in return. 

) 

/ 

I have obferved, in the manner of 
cultivating  their vineyards  near this 
place,    that   they   prune   the   vine 
ncarfy to the old wood, leaving only 
five or  fix  fpurs,   according  to the 
ftrength of the plant,  for  the  pro- 
duaion  of frnit.    This  would cer- 
tainly be a great improvement to the 
culture of vines in England; as, in a 
climate not favourable by  nature to 
the ripening of the grape, to fuffer 
the vine to run' to wood, as is the 
general pra&ice,   muft  prevent  the 

-growth and perfeótion  of its  fruit. 
The vineyards are alfo manured with 
ftrong dung, a pra&ice not common 

in England, 
The 
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The plonghs begin to work gene- 
rally on the corn lands near the 
tovvn; they are very ílight, each 
drawn by one bullock, and fometimes 
by an afs. The foil is light and 
fandy ; but, from the long drought, 
this may be rather faid to fcratch the 
land than to plough it; but fuch is 
its natural fertility, that, I am told, 
they obtain good crops under this 
management. Thofe that have eftates 
now viíit their Cortijos> or country 
houfes : they do not continue there 
long at a time, but frequently go 
backwards and fonvards, in their 
carriages drawn by mules ; in longer 
journeys, to fave their mules, they ufe 
bullocks in their calaíhes : as they are 
extremely careful of their mules, and 
allow them to go at a very ílow rate, 

L 2 it 
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it makes little difference in the time 
of the journey. 

The kingdom of Andaliííia has 
long been famous for its breed of 
horfes and wolf dogs. Thefe horfes 
are not now numerous: Colonel 
Spinofa has three, ali extremely 
handfome, fpirited, and powerful; 
one of them, of a grey colour, is 
the fineft animal of the kind I ever 
faw : thefe horfes are held in great 

[J value, and, when fold, bring a very 
high price ; fome of them, I have 
heard, fifteen hundred piftoles. The 
Spaniards are fo extremely jealous of 

I the breed, that the exportation of a 
horfe is by the law a capital offence. 

i 'The   mares   are   feldom   ufed,    but 
for 
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for the purpofe of treading out the 
corn. 

The wolf dogs are of the maftiff 
kind, rough baired, ftrong and very 
fierce. A wolf feized by one of 
thefe dogs, never efcapes ; for the 
wolf, though rapacious and blood- 
thiríty, is by nature a coward. Thofe 
dogs are generally found at the 
entrance of convents and cortijos; 
they need not have a better guard. 

We go on íinging, dancing, and 
giving evening entertainments. No 
Spaniíh woman can refift the defire 
íhe feels of joining the dance, when- 
ever a muficai inftrument is heard. 
Before the houfe in which my friend 
Captain M. lodges, is a fquare court, 

L 3 paved 
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paved with fiat ftones, after the 
mooriíli manner : his fervant plays 
the flute; in the evening, when we 

have nothing better to do, we take 
cur feats in the court; the man 

begins a lively tune ; in a íhort time 
the girls aíTembie, the dance begins : 
paífers-by, men and woroen, Engliíh 
and Spaniards, join for a time, and 

pafs cn; others take their places, 
until, tired with the entertainment, the 

muíick ceafes. 

The drefs of the people at Arcos 
is univerfally the old Spaniíh. The 
men wear the capa and fombrero, 
the long cloak,. and large fiapped 
hat. This drefs, heavy as it is in 
this very hot country, they are fo 

much  attached  to,   that  an attempt 
to 
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to abolifn it caufed a very ferious 
infurreótion at Madrid a few years 
lince, and the difgrace and flight of 
the Marquis Squillace, the prime 
minifter. Some of the young men 
occaílonally in fummer wear a jacket 
of filk, or light clotb, a filk net on 
their hair, called redicilla, and the 
montero cap. Children of feven years 
old are dreffed in the capa. 

The women ali wear the mantilla 
or veil; this is a fquare piece of 
filk or tiuff, generally black, that 
covers from the top of the head to 
the waift, and a petticoat of the fame 
materiais ; thefe are always worn in 
the ítreets and churches. 

L 4 The 
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The youth and beauty of a woman 

may be generally afcertained by the 
clofe or open manner in. which the 

mantilla is worn. 

It may be fuppofed that intrigues 
are eafily carried on, where ali women 

drefs alike, and none íhew their 
faces, unlefs they choofe to do it. 
No woman, however, of any condi- 

tion, is feen in the ílreet without the 

attendance of an old fem ale fervant. 
The men generally carry a ruíly 
broad fword under the cloak. It has 

been ítrongly recommended to us not 
to go out without arms, as it is con- 
íidered dangerous; but we have not 
heard of any accident that can induce 
us to think fuch precaution neceffary; 

the 

i 
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the people, in general, being fober 

and \rell behaved. There are, not- 

withftanding, many people in the 

prifon, which I can only account for 
by the ílow procefs of criminal juf- 

tice; ío that a.perfon confined re- 
mains ia that ftate for feveral years, 
without enquiry, whether he is 
guilty or innocent. 

We hear nothing about our re- 

turn ; and there is reafon to believe 
that this may be the place of our 
reíidence during the  war. 

Gertain it is, that in our circum- 
ílances we might have been in a worfe 

fituation : indeed, we have littlc reafon 
to 
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to complain, unlefs of the abfence of 
our friends;   and this it muft of ne- 
ceffity be the fate of a foldier gene- 
rally to lament. 

Let them remember me ; 

and believe me always 

Yours, 

R. C 

► 

LET- 
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L E T T E R    XVI. 

DEAR  SlR, NO/^W 

i. AM juft returned from an excur- 
íion to Xeres, having engaged in a 

walking party to vifit that city, our 
Engliíh friends that reíided there, and 

the Carthufian Convent in its neigh- 
bourhood. As it was underftood that 
our excuríions were Iimited to the 

diftance of a league from Arcos, it 
became neceíTary to apply to the Cor- 

regidor for a paffa porto, which was 
readily granted. In this paper my 

name was magnified into Stgnior Bon 
Capitam Ricardo Croqui. We fet out 
early the next morning, The road 

was fandy; and, as the day advanced, 

it 



[    IS6    ] 

it became very hot, We met on the 
road a muletteer, and him only : he 

aíked where we were going; and, on 

being informed, gravely obferved, 
that it was largo paJfaoy " a long 
walk;" and paífed on. 

On our arrival at Xeres, wc found 
that our friends had left it fome time, 
and were at Cadiz in their way to 

England. We proceeded to the Con~ 
vent, which ítands about two miles 

from the city, where Iva were favour- 

ably received by the Fathers, and en- 
tertained with fiíli, eggs, and fruit. 
The hofpitality of the convent extends 
to ali itrangers, whether poor or rich: 

irs lancled poífeffions are very coníi- 
derable ; th efe chiefly coníift of vine- 

yards;  and a large proportion of the 

exten- 
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èxtènfíve wine trade of this còuntry 

is in their hands; they are perhaps 

the firft wine-dealers in Europe; and 

can prodnce wine of every vintage for 
the laft hundred years, The wines of 
Xeres improve both in flavour and 
colour to a very advanced age. In 
the evening we intended to take our 

leave, and retnrn to the city; but 
the Fathers prefíed ns fo heartily to 
take up our lodging with them, that 
we confented ; and, after a breakfaft 
of chocolate, very excellent in its 

quality, returned in the morning to 

the city. The beds were hard, and 
the íheets not very white; but we 
fared as well in that refpeót as we 

íhould have done at the pofada of 
Xeres.    We ílrolled about the ílreets 

and 
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and chinches for fome time; thefe 
laíl are highly gilded, with many 
piótures. As I amufed myfelf in 
viewing   the , latter,   a   mifchievons 
Spaniard pointed out to me fome ftairs 

p 
which led to a vault,  and preífed me 
to go down. Expeóting to fee fome- 
thing extraordinary, I defcended; but 
foon returned: it led me to a ceme- 
tery, in which were many «bodies. 
The coffins were broken ; and ima- 
gination can hardly conceive fo hor- 
rid a fpeótacle. 

This city feerns to ftand upon as 
much groúnd as Exeter; and, from 
the number of people moving about 
the ftreets, feems to be populous in 
proportion to íts extent. The coun- 
try about it is  chiefly  in vineyards 

3. and 

1 
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and olive-grounds, its lightnefs of 
íòil being peculiarly adapted to the 
cultivation of the olive and the 
grape. 

The cottages in the vicinity are ali 
whitewaíhed  on the   outíide.    This 

JS 

gives a lively appearance in the pro- 
fpeót: it brought to my recolleótiori 
the cottages in South Wales, which 
are whitened in the fame manner ; 
and, I feaf, that they alfo agree toq 
well in another refpeót, being per- 
haps the moft wretched habitations in 
Europe. 

ThebuertaS) or gardeners'grounds, 
for the fupply of the inhabitants,. are 
of confiderable  extent, and   abound 

vvith 
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with efculent vegetables and fruit. 
The orange-tree feems here to have 
found its natural foil; it grows to an 
extraordinary íize and height; and, 
being now full of ripe fruit, gives 
much beauty to thefe gardens. 

The ftreets are wide, and much 
improved by the rain that has lately 
fallen ;  they are now tolerable, 

This city is fifty miles diftant from 
Seville; to which place we have 
thoughts of making an excurfion, if 
we can be trufted at fo great a dif- 
tance from our quarters* 

Having fatisfied our curioíity with 
refpeót to Xeres, we turned our faces 
homeward ; and to  the  right, near 

the 

L 
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the road faw the city of Medina Si- 
dónia; it is feated on the top of a 
hill, about ten miles from Arcos. 
Th is city is very antient, built with 
white ítone, and gives the title of 
duke to one of the firft families of 
Spaniíb nobility, The country about 
it, to a great extent, is the property 
of the Duke. In its prefent ílate it 
can be òf very little value. Corn 
may certainly be had from this land ; 
though the natural drought of the cli- 
mate, and want of water, muft for- 
bid the expeclance of other crops. 
But the riches of the land are in the 
number of ufeful inhabitants : here 
the province of Andaluíia is lamen- 
tably deficient. 

M We 

i1 
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We arrived at Arcos in the even- 
ingi fomewhat fatigued; but not dif- 
pleafed vvitli this expedition. 

I have not yet had the good for- 
tune to héar from you, or any of my 
friends. 

- That you may live many years (a 
Spanifh mode of falutation) is the 
fincere wiíh of, 

Your obligcd and fincere friend, • 

R. C. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R    XVIL 

DEAR SIR, N?V%OS,»7*. 

A CIRCUMSTANCE has látely bap- 
pened, which has put me much oiit 
of humour with Spain and Spaniards. 
On Ttiefday laft, fome time after 
midnight, I was awakened by a noife 
in the ítreet, and a knocking at the 
dcor of the houfe. Soon after a per- 
fon called on me by name. As my 
apartment is even with the ílreet, and 

ê 

has a lattice with iron bars, I dire&ed 
my fervant to open the lattice, and 
fee wh o it was. He immediately 
returned in a fright; and told me, 
that there were feveral foldiers and 
priefts  at the door ; that the   inter- 

M 2 prcter 

{ 

/ 

— 
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preter was among them, who directed 
him to open the door of the houfe. 
As I had no idea that this buíinefs 
could in any wife concern me, I bid 
him go to bed. By this time, how- 
ever, the ftreet-door was opened, and 

• my room inftantly filled, without 
ceremony, by ■ priefts, foldiers, and 
armed men : among thefe were the 
Corregidor and the Iriterpreter. I now 
attempted'- to leave my bed ; bnt the 
Corregidor deíired -me .not to diílurb 
myfelf, but to continue where I was.- 
Having aíked the Corregidor to what 
circumftance I was to attribute this 
extraordinary viíit from him at this 
nnfeafonable hour, the Interpreter ex- 
plained the queftion to him ; and he 
ànfwered, that he carne by order of 

„the  Inquifition.    I  confefs,   that  at 
that 
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that moment I was not without alarm, 
and felt it very poffible that I might 

have ufed fome light or idle words in 
converfation, which might have been 
confidered criminal in themfelves, or 
made fo by mifreprefentation. Sen- 
lible of the ignorance and bigotry of 
the people, there was little reafon to 
hope that the íituation in which I 
ftood, as a priíòner of war on parole, 
though privileged in other countries, 
would fecure me here from very un- 
pleafant confequences. I had, how- 
ever, prefence of mipd fufficient to 

afie, whether this viíit had been par- 
ticularly intended to me, or whether 
officers in the fame íituation had ex- 
perienced íimilar treatment. To this 
the Corregidor anfwered, that other 
oíHcers had   been viKted in the fame 

M 3 manner* 
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nianner. Th is inítantly removed ali 

my apprehenfions; and, after having 

remonftrated againft the rudenefs of 

the intrufion, I afked the Corregidor 
what his bufincfs was with me. He 
faicL that he had direótions from the 

Inquifition to examine my baggage. 
The trunks were immediately opened, 
and fome books taken out ; but, as 

thefe were ali Engliíh, the Inquifitors 
gained nq information from them. 

After th is ceremony, he afked me if 

I was a Free-mafon ; and, on being 
aíTured that I was not, after many 
apologies took his leave; bút not 
until 1 had told him that I çoníidered 
his condudt as relative to myfclf 
highly improper, and to. a prifoner of 
war contrary to the ufage of nations. 
To  this   it   was   anfwered,   that   the 

A * order 
•f ■   - • 

NA 
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orcler of the Inquiíition" muft be 

obeyed ; that the king of Spain does 

and muft fubmit to it. The Corre- 
gidor then left me to finilli my nighfs 
reft in the bcft manner í could ; and, 
npon the whole, I was not difpleafed 
that the matter had gone ofFfo eafily. 

The next morning, the Britiíh of- 
ficers held a meeting on the fubjeót 
of thefe viíitations; when it was de- 
termined to go to the Corregidor in 

a body. This was immediately done ; 
and being admitted, Colonel B. with 
great fpirit, told him, that we felt 

our íituation, and íliould behave on 

ali occafions with order and pro- 
priety; but, if this unprovoked in- 
fult íliould be repeated, we were de- 

termined to refift it, whatever might 

M 4 be 

i 
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be the confequence.'    The Corregidor 
/ again pleaded the omnipotence of the 

I Inquiiition, andhis obligation to obey 
the orders he received. Thefe vifits, 
however, have not been répeated. 
It appears that this very unpleafant 

circuraílance arofe from the folly of 
} fome   young Englifhmen,   who  had 

put into the hands of the young 

woraen of the houfes in which they 

lodged French books of a- very im- 
proper tendency. This condúft was 
a breach of hofpitality, of which they 

pught to be afhamed, In fearching 
for thefe books, fome of the infignia 
bf Free-mafonry were difcovered : 
thefe were fecured by the Inquiíitors, 
and carried through the ftreets in a 
iilly proceffion the next day. If the 

owners pf thefe had been Spaniards, 
they 
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they certainly would have viíited the 
cells of the Inquifition, and probably 
have made ? figure in the nzxtAuto de 
Fé. The antient and myfterious order 
of Frcerinafonry is profcribed throngh- 
out the dominions of Spain» 

The power of the Inquiíition was 
exemplified in the behaviour of our 
Spanifh friends on this occaíion; 
who, though they feemed to be hurt 
by the circuniítance, did not fay a 
word in difapprobation of the con~ 
duót of the Corregidór, and always 
appeared to be uneafy when the 
íTjatter was mentioned, 

This day a confiderable number of 
defertçrs Jiave paíTed through this 
place,  in   their way to  embark for 

Ceuta, 
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Ceuta, a Spaniíh fortrefs on the coaít 
of Barbary, where they are condemn- 
cd to1 work on the fortifications : 
they were confined together by ropes, 
and led in ftrings as horfes fometimes 
are in England. Thefe were the moft 
miferable wretches I have ever feen, 
to whom the njme of Soldier has been 
given; indeed, from thofe that I 
have feen of the Spaniíh infantry, 
little can be faid in its favour. From 
troops ill paid, badly cloathed, and 
worfe difciplined, what can be ex- 
pcóted ? 

The Spaniards keep Ceuta at a 
vepy great expence, though it is of no 
ufe to them, but as a place of exile 
for felons and deferters. As it was 
taken from  the Moors, the national 

pride 
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pride will not allow them to abandon 

it. 

As the feafon of Winter makes it» 
approaches, the'2venings and morri-, 
irigs are cold. The Spaniards feel 
fçnfibly this alteration : enervated by^ 

tlic exceflive Summer-heats, they 

bear impaticntly this moderate degree 
of cold ; wrapped in their cloaks they 
complain, mucho frio, " it is very 
cold." But fo little attention do they 

give to their comfort, or convenience, 
that there is not a íingle fire place or 
chimney ia the city of Arcos, except 
in their kitchens. The whole family 

may be íeen with their heads. clofe 
to a braziere^ placed in the raiddle of 
the room, fnioaked and half-fufFocated 
With the fumes of burning charcoal. 

This 

w 
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This  vile cuftom  renders  thè  faces* 
of the women  more  pale, and their 

íkin of a darker hue ; fo  that there 
is hot the leaft appearance of healthy 

colour: either    in   men   or  women. 

Great mortality is uftial at this feafon, 
the Hoft is ever parading the ftreets, 
and frequent funerais are feen. 

The' poòrer peóple, weak and lan- 
guid from the extreme heat of the 

Summer, and their miferable and un- 

wholefome diet, cannot fupport them^ 

felves in this change of weather; it 
increafes their habitual indolence; 
they fali without difeaíe, and may be 

faid to die becaufe they will not take 

the trouble to liveJ 

5 • Although 
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Although this alteration of feafori 

feems to have   produced no benefit 
« 

to the perfons of the inhabitants, very 
diíFerent indeed has its effeól been 

on the face of the country ; the corn 
is every where above ground, and 
covers the land with a verdure plea- 

fant in its appearance, and comfor- 
table in its profpeóls. Afrer the 
burning heat of an African Suramer, 
\ve experience, with fatisfaótion, the 
feafonable coldnefs of a pleafant Eng- 

liíh Oótober. The íhowers are mode- 
rate, and not frequent; \ve have fair 

weather for feveral days together; 

but, whilít you fuffer from the ícow- 
ling winds and drenching rains of 
November, envy us not the favorable 

clirnate of Andaluíia   at  this feafon ; 
re- 

' 
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remember, that the happy-fire-fide is 
youi% bleíl with the focial converfe 
of your friends ; to them" maké my 
refpeóts, and believe me always, 

Moft faithfully yours, 

R. C3 

LET- 
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L E T T E R    XVIII. 

DEAR SIR, Arcos, 
Dec. 2, 1780, 11 

r« OINCE my laft letter to Vou, w 
have been furprized vvith the arrival 
of a Spaniíli captain of dragoons : 
who brought orders from the Conde 
O Reilly, that ali the Britiíh at this 
place íhould prepare for their im- 
mediate departure from Spaín : the 
officers on their parole, not to ferve 
until they are regularly exchanged. 
This, you wiil eafily believe, has 
entirely changed the face of aíFairs ; 
every one forms his owri opinion of 
the probable advantages br difadvan- 
tages that may arife to him from this 
circumftance;' fome, far from being 

rejoiccd 

1 



rejoiced at the profpeft of reviíiting 
England, raife  ferious obje&ions to 
it:   of thefe onr Lieutenant Golonel 
and Commanding Officer is the chief. 
His objettions are of the greateft con- 
fequence,   as none  of our regiment 
wiH, probably, chufe to leave Spain 
without his approbation and concur- 
rence.    The Colonel objeds to return 
to England, unlefs the foldiers that 
were taken with us be alfo allowed to 
return,   by exchange or   otherwife. 
Gertainly the greateft praife is due to 
the Colonel, 011 account of the facri- 
fice he is willing to make,  by his 
attention to the foldiers, and zeal for 
the fervice ; but, when it is   coníi- 
dered that thefe men have been con- 
fined at Exija and -Córdova, both at 
a confiderable diftance from Arcos; 

that 

1 
1 
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tilat we have fcarcely had an oppor- 

ttinity of hearing any thing of them, 
except by a ílraggler or deferter acci- 
dentally paffing this way ; th aí there 
is little probability of any com muni- 
cation with them on our part, as the 
Spaniards have ufed every means to 
induce them to engage in their fer- 
vice. As, from thefe circumfiances, 
it is certain that our continuance here 
cannot be in any refpeót ufeFul, I 
acknowledge that I do not feel the 
force of the objedlion. 

Others are alarmed at the Icngth, 
expence, and difficulty of the jour- 

ney, at this feafon of the year; for, 
though the port of San Lucar is at 
a very moderate diftance, and a 

pafíage  to  Liíbon   may   thence    be 
♦ 

N eaíily 
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eaíily procured, and probably to 
England, in a neutral veíTel, the 
Conde 0'Reilly, with a fort of per- 
verfenefs that has marked the whole 
of his conduót. towards us, has in- 
fifted that we íhall be condufted- to, 
the frontiers of Portugal, by a very . 
long and circuitous land journey. 

I can much lefs eafily forgive his 
behaviour to the very amiable lady 
whom I have mentioned in a former 
letter : íhe is, at th is time, in a ílate 
of health that would render travelling 
in a country where convenience 
might be found both dangerous and 
improper. Th is has been reprefented 
to him, and permiffion defired that 
ílie may go to San Lucar with her 
hufband,     and    there   embark    for 

Liíbon; 
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Lifbort; or that they may continue 
here until íhe is in a fituation to 
travei with fafety. Both thefe re- 
quefts have been moft ungraciouíly 
refufed, notwithftanding they were 
aided by the intereft of the Corre- 
gidor and Colonel Spinofa. 

By this exprefs carne alíb the 

Conde's anfwer to Colonel^s B's ob- 
jeótions; which was merely this, that 
it was neceflary that ali the Britiíh 
•officers fhould leave Spain imrae- 
diately. 

  p- 

Thus the matter has been decided; 

and nothing remains for us but to 

prepare for our journey in the beft 
manner \vc can. 

N   2 I have 

/ 

/ 
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I hnve lately been fo much indif- 

pofed vvith a feveriíh diforder, that I 
alio doubted to venture on a journey, 
through an unfrequented country, 
at this feaíbn; but the Conde's mef- 
fage has at once determined me. I 

am well prepared, with an excellent 
fervant,' a field bedftead, good bed- 
ding, and warm blankets. We are 
to move in two diviíions; and it is my 
lot to go with thefirfh 

♦ > 

In a converfation  with the Gorre- 
gidor, relative to the conveyance of 
the baggage,  which,  by the forbear- 
ance of the Spaniards and Frendi, is 
very coníiderable,  we were informed 
that mules might be found in fufíi- 

cient numbers for that purpofe, but 
that 
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that   we   muft   mount   the   patient 

burro. 

Good things feldom happen uri- 
mixed with evil. From what has 
been hitherto confidercd a fortunate 
circumftance, faving the baggage, I 

forefee much trouble and difficulty ia 

this journey. 

Tuefday is fixed for our departure. 
Our former friend, Enfign Malony, 

is juft now arrived, to take upori 
himíelf the office of our guide and 
patron during the journey. We know 

not an inch of the route. It will 

probably be our plan, when we reach 
the frontiers of Portugal, to get to 
Liíbon as foon as we can, being the 

moft  Iikely  place  to   find  an  early 
N 3 pafíage 

/ 
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paffage to England. The diftance 
to Liíbon is eftimated at fix hundred 
miles; a long journey, as we are 
about to travei. 

The Colonel goes with the íecond 
diviíion by choice : nearly the whole 
of the women and children are of 
this party. It may be apprehended, 
that in this inftance tbey will be 
found heavy baggage indeed. 

t 
The reafon afíigned rfbr fending/is 

away is the greatly-increafed con- 
fumption of provifions : the Conde 
0'Reilly is faid to have declared, that 
the Engliíli m Andaluíia eat more 
beef, and drink more wiae, thaq 
the camp at San Roque; and I íin* 
cereiy believe it to be true. 

The 
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The Spaniards tell us of many 
dangers, by flood anel field, that we 
are to encounter in our journey. 

The weather is at prefent good, 
and moderately cold. Robbers we 
need ncr. fear, unlefs they rob by 

regiments. 

An unexpeóted difficulty has oc- 
curred, which, you will do  me the' 
juftice  to  believe,   has been feldom 
experienced by me,   and, probably, 
by few of ypur military acquaintance; 
I mean, the inconvenience of carry- 
ing our money.    One hundred   pefo 
duro is  not more than  twenty  two 
pounds, a very fmall fum to pay the 
expences of two people to England ; 
even to  Liíbon   it  will   fcarcely be 

N  4 fufficient. 
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fufiicient,    Yet  to carry the weight 

of an hundred dollars is an inconve- 

nience  in  a journey   of   this  kind. 
Gold cannot be procured ; I have not 

feen one piece of gold  in  currency 
lince I landed in Spain.    To truít the 
caíh with the baggnge  will  not   do ; 
it is not  poííible   to forefee how far 
that may   be feparated  from  us,  or 

what   perils  it   may   be   deílined   to 

meet  with ;   a  miíhap  of this kind 

may place ns in an  aukward íitua- 

tion.    What then is to be done ?    the 
hundred   pejo duro   muft  be divided 

m 

between my fervant and myfelf; and 
1 will truft to get money for paper 
at Liíbon, for which purpofe I have 

provided a-fufiicient recommcndation. 
The caíh will alfo be like iEfop's bur- 

then,   hourly  decreaíing,  and  there 

is 
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Yours, 

R, G. 

is reafon to  apprehend   that,  before I 
we  reach LifboQ   the  burthen   wiil I 
not    be   troubleíome.     This   point - I 
fettled, there is little left for me to 
do but to take leave of my good 
friends at Arcos; this will fufficiently 
eraploy the time I have to flay. 

* 

Two moriths may   be   allowed for 
the journey  and   voyage;   I   hope, 
within   that time, to have an oppor- 
tunity of paying my refpeóts to  you* 
in perfon; 

and remain,  raoft íincerely, 

^> 

LET- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

DEAR SIR, St. Lucar Major, 
Dcc. 8, 1780. 

W E departed from Arcos on Tuef- 
day the fifth inftant, as had been 
determined. The baggage was placed 
on the nmles ; and we mounted the 
burros. À more whimíícal procef- 
íion could never have entered into 
the imagination of Cervantes. Gon- 
ceive between thirty and forty Bri~ 
tiíh officers, chiefly dreffed in regi- 
mentais, with fwords j and about 
half that number of fervants, ali , 
mounted on afies, little better in their 
appearance, and not at ali íuperior in 
their qualities, to thofe ufually found 
in England. "To render the party ítill 

£ more 
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more extraordinary, it was graced by 
the prefence of one lady only, dreffed 
in an Engliíli riding habit, and 
mounted on a handíòme Spaniíh 
horfe; ílie moved the dux femina of 
the expedition. 

. We left onr Spaniíh friends with 
much gratitude for their kindnefs on 
every occafion. I could not prevail- 
on the goodpeople, whofehoufe I bad, 
taken up nearly two months, to re- 
ceive the leaft gratifiçation in return. 
Nor was this a particular inftance, for 
ío diíinterefted have the Spaniards in 
general been that feveral of the yonne 
men, who, perhaps, otherwife would 
not eafily have found a "proviíion, 
were furniíhed, not only with lodg- 
ing, but board alfo, by the families 
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in which  they were  billeted,  with- 
out an idea of recciving payment.' 

Being now mounted, and obferving 
the young ladies of the Spinofa fami- 
ly at their lattice, I took my laft leave 
of them : with that gentlenefs of 
tíianner, and fuavity of fpeech, which 
diftinguiíh the' women of this coun- 
try, they wiíhed me a happy fight 
of my friends, to whom they deilred 

their complimenta. 

About ten the cavalcade moved ; 

the baggage in the front. My eftab- 
liíhment confifted' of two affes for 
myfelf and fervant, and a mule to 
carry the bedding and baggage. 

We 

; 

mM 
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We  apprehended rain' 'from  the 
appearance of the morning;  but the 
day turned  out  clear and fine.  We 
paíTed   through    an   open   country, 
chiefly ih  corn, and olive grounds ; 
and, after  a  journey  of four cora- 
puted leagues, reached a fmall town, 
called Cevizes.     Near this place is a 
large piece of water, covered with an 
infínite  number and great variety of 
aquatic   birds ;    among  thefe   were 
many Flamingos, which I   have ne- 
ver before met with in Enrope ,•  they 
are frequent  in   the Bahama iílands, 
where they  keep  together in  large 
flocks.     As they draw np in  a line 
along the íhore, from their upright 
deportment and the red colour of their 
feathers,  they  have been miftaken at 
a diílance for a company of foldiers. 

When 

I 

■H 
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Wben falted, they país for tolerabíe 
good meat where better is not to be 
had. 

We found, on our arrival at Cevi- 
zes, that we were to be quartered ia 
private houfes during the journey; 
this will probably prove an agreeable 
circumftance. 

Befides our old friend Malony, a 
Serjeant and three Dragoons accom- 
pany us as condudtors: from the 
Serjeant each of us receive a billet, by 
virtue of which I was adrnitted into 
a houfe, but faw nothing of the in- 
habitants. Six of the party had 
agreed to forni a mefs, and live to- 
gether during the journey. We had 
provided  cold   meat at Arcos;   and 

found 
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found wine   fufficient,   fo   that  we 
fared very well. 

1 

Several  of   the   Cavalleros   were 
difmounted   in   this   day's  journey. 
The burros were in fome inílances fo 
headítrong and nngovernable, that it 
was thought prudent to leave them 
in the road, and adopt the pedeftrian 
method of travelling.    As the beaíts 
that brought us from Arcos were ali 
to be returned, and new cavalry pro- 
cured by preffing.     So miich time 
was fpent in this bufinefs, that it was 
paít the middle of the day when we 
left Cevizes; and we did  not  reacli 

♦ 

Paliado, our next ílage, until late in 
the evening. 

This 
r 
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This day I procured a tolerablé 
horfe. The country was very like. 
that \ve paffed through yefterday, 
chiefly in corn-cultivation, with olive 
grounds and vineyards thinly fcat- 
tared. No cottages, or habitations of 
any kind, except in a wretched [ham- 
let. The diílance from Cevizes is 
called four leagues; it may be fairly 
computed twenty miles. . 

The Spaniards diftinguííh theír 
leagues by larga and cor'ta9 the long 
and the íhort league ; the long is á 
moft unmerciful diítance ; the íhort 
by 110 means wliat it promiles ; and 
when they fay y médio and half^ it is 
ahvays to be feared, as the half in 
this inftance is generally more than 
the whole. 

Having 

- 

• 
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Having received my billet at Pal- 
iado, I fet out with my fervant and 

baggage to íind the houfe. The paper 
was íliewn to feveral in the ftreet; 
but they lhook their heads, and faid, 
Nb entendi^ UI do not underftand." 

And of this you may always be af- 

fured, that a Spaniard, when you afk 
a queftion, will, if it is poffible, fay 
that he does not underftand you ; to 
fave hinifelf the trouble of giving an 

anfwer. Proceeding onwards, weap- 
proached a lad ffranding at the door of 
a church, who feemed to belong to 
it: it was fairly to be preíumed that 

he could read ; we therefore advanced 

towards him ; he retreated into the 
church, and we followed him. The 
boy, having turned and feeing us in 
the church, began a violent outcry of 

O No 

\ 
/ 
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No Chrijliano ! No Chrijliano ! mean- 

ing, that we were not Chriftians, and 
polliited the church. I was now fuf- 
ficiently provoked to have beat him 

heartily ; but, as that was not the way 
to find the lodgings, we left him, and 
again carne into the ftreet, and with 
fome difficulty. procured a direótion 
to the houfe. 

On the door being opened, half a 

dozen young children, fprawling oa 
the floor, were prefcnted to my vievvj 
and I was given to underftand that 
the houfe was an hofpital for de- 
ferted children. I need not tell you 
that I made no farther enquiry ; and 
determined to rcturn to the Pofada 

as the laft refort. In my way I met 

an Englifli gentleman of my acquain- 
tance* 

) 
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tánce, who, after having lífterícd to 
the account of our misfortunes, told 
me that he had met with very civil 
peóple, and he had no doubt but 
they would willingly allow rooni for 
rny bed in their houfe. This was 
worth the trial, and fucceeded. My 
friend was well provided ; and the 
fecond day and night of our journey 
paíTed without farther accident. 

On Thurfday, the feventh, we lefc 
Pallacio in good feafon ; and, about 
two 0'clock, paííèd the foad very ncar 
to Seville. The country about it is 
a plain of great extent, which ap- 
pears to have been lately under water; 
the ríver, Guadalquiver, I ara in- 
formed, not unfrequently inundates 
the lov/er parts of the eity and its 
vicinity. 

O  2, This 
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This day's journey has been chiefíy 
through com lands. How c.ai\ I 
fufficiently exprefs to vou the mortir 
íication i felr. to pafs within fight of 
the gilded towers of the iliuftrious 
and renowned city of Seville, wíthout 
being able to obtain permlííion to 
enter it and view its wonders ! 

r 

T alfo muft deplore it on your ac- 
count; as you have certainly miffed 
two notable letters of defcriptioa at 
leaft. Submitting, however, to onr 
fate with a good, grace, \ve journeyed 
on to the banks of the Guadalquiver; 
and, having croffed ^hat river in the 
ferry-boat, and travelled a long league, 
arrived fafely at Coria. This is a 
pleafanf town, feated on the banks of 
the river ; and 'this íituation gives it 
trade and confequence, 

3 °a 
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On  the billets being   made out, I 
obferved one among them witfe Seigtior 

DOJí, and a long name at the end of 

it: this ílruck my fincy, and tempted 
me to offer the   ferjeant   a pejo  duro 
for it.     He indulged me ;  and I haf- 
tened away with my imaginary trea- 
fure.    On prefenting it at the houfe, 
I was civiMy received,  and   foon dif- 
covered that this Seignor Dou  was no 
other than the Barber  of the place. 

Before I  proceed   with   my ítory, it 
will be neceíTary to inform Voa, that 
a barber of a Spaniíh town is a per- 
fon  of no   fmall confequence in bis 

deoree.    This raan introduced me to 

bis   fifters, - not  at   ali   bad looking 
Senoras.    Some tolerably-good potted 

fiíh  and  wine were brought forth; 
and  the  party became  fociable  and 

pleafant. 
O 3 Thefo 
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I Thefe people had been frequently 
-at Sevilie, and feen more of ítrangers 
and their cuftoms than the inhabi- 
tants of the inland country have the 
opportunity to do. They had alio 
often roei with Engliíli people, who 
occafionally land at this place, as their 
veríeis pafs the river to take in lèmons. 
and oranges at Sevilie, 

\ 

There is no doubt that the Spav 
• niards àre better affected to the Engr 
l.iíh than to any other nation. It 
was with fome difficulty that I could 
get away from this party to take my 
dinner, which, notwithítanding my 
attachment to the former, I would 
not willingly have mhTed, as we farecj 
this day better than ufual. Partridges, 
and tvvo or three fort of waterrfowl, 

had 
/ 
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had been added to the general dinner; 
I found the family of the hofpitable 
barber aíTembled at my return, with. 
the addition of fome female acquain- 
tance, and fat with thern to a very 
late honr ; frora the general cuftohi 
of the Siefta^ the Spaniards are induced 

to íit very late. 

I do not know any place where a 
man of fmaíl income, that wifhes to 

live independent, can fix himfelf 

more pleafantly and comfortably than 
at Coria. Its íituation is advantageous, 

on the banlts of the famous ri ver 
Guadalquiver; the còuntry is abun- 
dantly and cheaply fupplied with the 

necefTaries of life. m Game, fííh, and 
water-fowl, are in the greateft variety, 

• * 

and may be had for next to nothing. 

O 4 The 

L 
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.The wine and fruit are excellent. In 
point of climate, perhaps, the moít 
favoured fppt of the world in Win- 
ter; in Summer, hot, but its heat 
foftened, arid moderated by the river- 
breeze. You may add to this, if it. 
is thonght an àdvantage, that it is 
within a morning's ride of the firíl 
city in Spain. 

An a&ive man, fond of fiíliing 
and íhooting, may fnpport a family 
here at a lefs expence than can be 
eafily  iniagined. 

The Guadalquiver, after having 
pafled the cities of Córdova and Se- 
ville, falis into the fea at St. Lucar, a 
port between this place and Cadiz.  J 

On 
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On Friday, the eighth, we left Co- 

ria; and, having travelled ílx leagues, 

through a corri country, intermixed 

with woods of the llex and Cheíhut, 

came to St. Lucar Major. 

As I have determined to fend this 

very long letter from this place, I 

íhall now clofe it, with affuring you 
that, as I draw towards home, the 

hope of feeing my friends gives me 
ííncere pleafurc ; and that I always 

/eel moft faithfully, 

Yours, 

R. C 

LET- 

/ 
»-,rA- 

V 

'y 1 'V, 
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LETTER    XX. 

UhAK  D1K, De 10, 1780. 

1 PROGEED   111  the account of our 
peregrination by acquaintingyou that 
San Lucar Major is an inland town, 
large and confiderable: it is thus 
called, to diftinguifh it from the port 
of San  Lucar,  which is  alfo in the 

• * • 

province of Andalufia. Sorry ara I, 
thatl cannot in ali refpeóls bear wit*- 
nefs to the urbanity of its ihhabi- 
tants; for, as we were colleóted to- 
gether. in the ílreet to receive the 
billets, fome of them thought proper 
to amufe themfelves by throwing 
ílones at us. The íight of a piftol, 
hovyever, foon brought them to better 
manners* The 
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The appearance of the fair Heroine 

of our party has raifed curiófity and 

•aftoniíhment hl the inhabitants of the 
towns, and villages, through which 
our route has been ; and no wonder, 

when the very different figure a Spa- 
jiifli woman makes, mounted on an 
aukward kind of pack-faddle, on the 
back of a jack-afs, is confidered. But 
at San Lucar the whole town was in 
an uproar : and, after the lady had 
alighted at her lodgings, the houfe 

was filled with fpeótators ; nor could 
the apartment be cleared pf th em by 
any fair means. This occalioned an 

unpleafant circumftance : a young 
getleman of our party, after having 
tried in vain to íend the multitude 

away, was provoked by the infolence 

pf a Spaniard,  who  refufed   to leav.e 

the 

■* 
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the room, to make a ítroke ai him 
with his couteau, which, if it had 
taken place, would have effedtually 
in him prevented ali future curioíity, 
<The fellow, heartily frighted, ran 
to a magíftrate, ánd made his com- 
/plaint,/ and the matter was notfettled 
without fome trouble. 

Satttrâay Moming. 

W E have been át a coníiderable 
winc cellar, and filled fome borachos 
of excellent wine, of the Xeres kind : 
thefe borachos are goat-íkins in the 
hair, féwed andpaid in fuch a man- 

í* ner  as   to  contam the winc without 
ieakage ; they are very convenient for 
carriage. We have alfo bought two 
turkeys, fome  pork,   and   two   cefa 

Hollandct) 



Hollanda, Dutch cheefes, very good. 
A mule has been added to the eítab- 
liíhment, for the conveyance of thefe 

things. 

We feel the happy efFeóts of er- 
perience daily : inílead of ítarving on 
eggs, or worfe diet, we live like 
princes ; whilft an unfortunate ftran- 
ger that traveis through this part of 
the country, depending on the pofa- 
das, would find much difficulty to 
procure the bare necefíaries of life. . 
Some waggons, or rather wains, 
drawn by oxen, were found to con- 
vey the baggage ori this day's jcur- 
ney. The party, being ali mounted 
on horfes or mules, arrived at Man- 
canilla in good order; the diftance . 
íix leagues, through a country partly 
in com, and partly uncultivated. 

On 
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On thefe extenfive wilds we fáw' á 
very large flock of íheep, whofe 
wool was of a dark ruffet colour'. 
Some foxes were alfo obferved, of the 
grey kind ; and wild hogs : thefe are 
ftrong proofs of a thinly-inhabited 
country. 

We have  this  day pàfíed one  of 
i 

thofe fmall wooden croíTes, which 
denote the place where a robbery and 
murder has been committed. Thefe 
are opprobria to the Spaniíli police, 
and bugbears to the inquifitive tra- 
veller. Thefe have been frequently 
adduced to prove the danger of tra- 
velling through this country ; but, as 
thefe croíTes are renewed and ren^ 
dered perpetuai by the people of the 
neighbourhood,     fhe     circumftance 

pro- 
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probably happened fo long íince* 
that, though thc memorial remains, 

the remembrance  of it is loft. 

Our friend Captain M. has met 
with a difappointment here, Enquir- 
ing where his lodging was, of a 
Frenchman that kept the Pofada, he 
was told, " that the daughter of the 

gentleman that lived in the houfe 
was allowed to be the moft beautiful 
woman in Andaluíia." After we had 
dined, I went with him, in the hope 

ofbeholding this paragon. The houfe 
was foon found ; and, after fpending 

fome time at the door, we were told 

by the neighbours, that the gentle- 
man, not chuíing to receive Engliíh 
company, had removed, with his 

fair daughter, and   ali   his   fervants, 
into 
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into the country that morning.     Òiíi* 
(j friend was of courfe  obliged to feek 

a lodging in the Frenchman's Pofada. 

I Mancanilla  is  a clean,  well-inha- 
bited town.   On Sundáy the tenth we 
reached Villa RaíTa. 

'    The road from Mancanilla  to this 
town  is   bad, and apparently unfre- 

f qu.ented ;   the country full  of com, 
with pleafant woods, of the green oak^ 
the diftance feven computed leagues. 
Here it was my good fortim e to be 
entertained by a rich Hidalgo with 
great kindnefs and refpeófc. Whea 
I carne to his houfe, with my fer- 
vant, we were fhewn into a room 
in which was a very good fire, a rare 
íight in this part  of the world; but 

now 

\ 



[      *°9      1 
now  not   at   ali   unpleafant.      The | 
gentleman, with two ladies his ílf- 
ters, was in this room; and, after 
the firft qneftion, which a Spaniíh 
woman always aíks, ** Are you mar- l 
ried r" and a printed lift of the íhips 
taken on the ninth of Auguíl having 
been produced, that I  might   point .   I 
ont that in which I failed; the gen- 
tleman offered refreíhment. As I had | 
been fatigued by daily journeys for 
the íix laft days, I felt more in- 
clined to accept his ofFer than to go 
ont for my dinner. In a íhort time 
I followed the gentJeman into an ex- 
ceeding good room, where a table 
was well covered with meat, olives, 
raifíns, grapes, and feveral other. 
things, with fome of which I was uiy- 
acquainted.   Here my entertainer left 

P me: 
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me : it being now near íive o'clock$ 

he  had probably  dined  at a much 
earlier hour ; and I fat down to this 
feaft, attended   by  two girls,   about 
fifteèn, very   hahdfome, and   neatly 
dreffed.     Wine  and liqueur iri ímall 
decanters were placed on   the table ; 
and,   when   thefe  things   were   re- 
moved, as my bed, according to the 
cuftora, was in  a recefs vvithin the 
room, I íòon retired to it, and had a 
yery comfortable nights reft.     This 
morn-ing I waited on Don  Hippolito 
and bis good fifters.    My chocolate 
nas been ferved with the fame cere- 
mony that my dinner was yefterday. 
This is  by  many degrees the  raoít 
handfome entertainment that  I have 
feen, or heard to have been given, in 
a Spahiíh   houfe.    Indeed,   there is 

reafoi^ 
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reafon to believe, that the gentry of 
this country are not generally rich: 
for, though we liave frequently fcen. 
in the towns through which we have 
paíTed the white front of the houfe 
of an Hidalgo covered with the red 
letters of his very long name, with v 

Sénor Don before it; when you enter 
it, neither the ftate of the building, 
the quality of the furniture, nor the 
modcof living, confifm the opulence 
of the owner. 

My friends were pleafed to meet 
me this morning; as they appre- 
hended, by not feeing me at the 
mefs, that I might be ill, not íuf- 
peóting the 'handfome entertainment 
that I had found at home. 

P 2. As 

^ É 



r 

[      21*      ] 

•As we approach the frontiers, we . 
again think of being our own maf-. 
ters. If we manage as well for our- 
felves as the t Spaniards now do for 
TJS, we íliall Jiave little reafon to 
com pi aí n. 

As the cavalry are ready to pro- 
ceed to Triguera, the next ftage, l 
íliall finiíh this letter, as I irttend to 
leave it-with Don Hippolito, whq has 
politely offered to difpatçh it. 

" May you go with God, Sêfior i 

, to whom I çpmmend yowu 

R. d, 

.« 

/ LET- 
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L E T T E R    XXI» 

£)£AR SlRj Ayamonte, 
Dec. 13, 178Ò. 

Vv E arrived at Triguera without 
accident; but the roads were fo very 
bad that the baggage did not come 
tip till   the   next  morning*     Indeed 

» 

there was feldom the appearance of 
a public road in this day's journey. 

The country is generally unctilti* 
• Vated ;   covered with aromatic plants. 
Wild   thyme,   marjoram,   rofemary, 
and  lavender, every where abound. 

The dragoon conduótors tnifíed the 
road; but/fortunately feeing a country 
man,     they    hailed   him   with   ho 

p 3 pai/ano; 
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pai/ano; and preíTed him as theíf 
•guide to Triguera. The military 
here aíTume great power ; and their 
orders are implicitly obeyed by the 
people of the country. 

Of Triguera little can be written. 
We brought witli us ali that we had 
occaíion for, except bread ; but that 
*svas not procured, in fufficient quan- 
tity, without fome difficulty, and the 
interference of the magiítrates of the- 
town. 

The weather continues extremely 
favourable, much more fo than could 
have   been   expe&ed   at   this,    the 
rainy,   feafon   of   the year.      The 

. mornings are frofty   in a flight de- 
gree; 

/ 
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&reè :  at noon the fun refumes great 
part of its influencé and power. 

The twelfth wê continued our 
journey, through waftes and deferts 
wild; tiere and there interfperfed 
with patches of corn, and woods of 
green oak-trees. In the cultivated 
parts the plough goes through the 
whole, leaving nothing Hke a road. 

m 

The country between the towris 
is entirely without inhabitants. A 
great proportion of thefe lands would 
probably bear corn, but there is nei- 
ther encouragement nor market for 
it: it might, furely, be carried, with- 
out any great expence, to Ayamonte, 
the neareft port, and be thence 
fent coaftwife to thofe parts of Spain 

P 4 which 
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which now import corn from foreign 
countries; but the inhabitants of 
theíe difíricls look no farther than to 
their immediate wants,' and thefe are 
eaíily fupplied. 

t 

This muft be an excellent fporting 
country, as nearly the whole of it is 
left to the dominion of the beafts of 
the field and the  fowls of  the air; I 
and it may fairly be prefumed that 
a coníiderable íhare of the produce of 
the cuitivated parts muft alfo fali to 
their lot. 

Late in the afternoon we carne to 
Carteia, having  travelled feven long 
leagues.    At this place I procured a 
decent  apartment;   and,    from   the 
fumpíer muley a tolerable dinner was 

provided. 
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provided. Thofe of our party who. 
had acted without care and forefight 
were badly ofF here. 

I have lately found it necefíary to 
make an intereft with the Spaniíh 
ferjeant. who diftributes the billets : 
a pefo duro, properly applied, has 
fometimes thrown me into a good 
houfe, when an indifferent one would 
perhaps otherwife have fallen to my 
lot. 

The ílate of my health, which is 
yet but weak, though daily mending, 
vvill be a fufficient excufe to you for 
this proof of attention to myfelf. 

r 

On the thirteenth we reached Aya- 
monte, after a journey of five leagues, 

through 



' 

t     «8     1 
through a country that bears tíéarly 
the fame afpeót, until you 'approach 
the city, when the land is confi- 
derably in corn, ànd the fea opens to 

the view» 
* 

Ayamorite is tlie frontier town of 
Spain inthis part.    It is fituated  at 
the   mouth of the ri ver   Guadiana, 
oppofite  to Villa Real in Portugal; 
the Portuguefe dominions being di- 
vided from it  by  that river.    It is 
really a confiderable city, weli built, 
extenfive,   arid populous.    It has a 
fortification, and a regiment of foot 
in garrifon.    Of the military appear- 
ance of this  regiment the lefs that 

is faid the better. 

Ayamonte, 
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Àyamonte, from its fituation st 
the mouth of a coníiderable navi- 
gable river, feems deíigned to be the 
feat of trade and com mercê ; but 
thefe advantages have been negleóted, 
fo that its íhipping confifts of fome 
fmall craft only. 

The Guadiana is about three -miles 
wide at this place. This river rifes 
in La Mancha; and, after paffing 
through the Spaniíh province of 
Eítremadura, divides the province of 
Alentejo,    in    Portugal,    from    the 

I 

kingdom of Algarve, and  difcharges 
itfelf into the fea at this place. 

ê 

I have been told, that immenfe 
quantities of pilchards frequent thefe 
coafts; and that there is a probability 

• of 



of carrying on a fifliery here to gteút 
advantage ; but the baneful influençe 
of the climate -prevenis ali exertions 
of induftry. 

There is an apartment in a very 
good houfe affigned to my ufe here ; 
but, as it is at a coníiderable diílance 
from the river, and as the boats 
that are intended for*our conveyance 

.to the Portugal fide are ordered to 
be ready. at an early hour in the 
morning, I have determined to pitch 
my bedílead in the billiard-room of 
the tavern; feveral of òur party are 

« 

of the fame opinion, and intend to 
niake the billiard table their bed for 
the night. To-morrow we pafs the 
Guadiana, and every one becomes his. 
own mafter.    No more friendly bil- 

4 lets> 
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lets, or dragoon çonductors. To- 
morrow we .alio take leave of our 
friend .enfign Malony : the trouble 
that he has had with us deferves a 
better recompence than he will pro- 
bably receive from the Spaniíh 
government ; we have, therefore, 
colle&ed fome pefo duro for hirn, 
more than enough to pay his ex- 
pences to his quarters, which he 
has very ferilibly taken without cere- 

jnony, 

If yon, or any of your friends, 
a&uated by the rage for rambling, 
or compelled by buíinefs, íhoulcl 
vifit the Southern parts of Spain, ac- 
çept the following mftrucYions, 

aperto, crede. 

As 
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As your route wiJl of courfe be from 
Lifbon, you rauft be at that place 
before the end of the month ,of Sep- 
tember, and leave it early in Oóloben 
I point out this feafon to you, not 
only that you may avoid the fnmmer 
heat of this climate, which caufes 
more languor and faintnefs, and is 
quite as burning and intolerable as 
that of the Weft índia iflands, but 
alfo on account of the fupply of pro- 
viíions that may be procured at that 
feafon of the year': the beft pork in 
the world, good turkeys, and milk 
in abundance, may then be had. 
Nothing of this kind, or half • fo 
good, can be got in fummer. Add to 
this, the. danger you are in hourly 
of being laid up by fevers, in places 
where neither medicai nor any other 

affiftancç 
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afliftance can be found. Your fielci 
bedftead muft be made in England, 
of the lightcft kiríd, furniílied with 
(heets and warm blankets, for, ai- 
though the days are hot, the nights 
are íbmetimes feverely cold at this 
feafon ; an additional mule will be 
necefíary to carry thefe, your own 
baggage, and that  of your fervant; 
this will increafe yoyr expende about 

*  «•» 

twp íhillings a day. 

, Should it be your ill fortune to 
ítop at a pofada òf the.,xworft kind; 
and, God^knòws, fome òf them arev 

had enough, you are unlucky indeed 
* if you cannot find a dry comer in it, 
^ln wíiiçhia warm and comfortable bed 

niay be prepared for you in five mi- 
putes. Ne ver negleót to 3ay in a good 

ftock 
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ftock of proviíion and wine, when 
aa' opportunity ofFers of procuring 
.them ; the. weight of the provifions, 
and two or three borachos of wine, 
on the mule, is next to nothing, the 
expence inconíiderable. 

In almoíl every town you will find 
a Frenchman who keeps the pofada. 
.Thefe fellows were ali bom cooks; 
and, if. you find them meat, you 
may be certain of having a good din- 
ner. In one òf the towns we lately 
pafíed through, a very large turkey 
was fent to the Frenchman, that 
ke.pt the pofada, to be d refle d ; as we 
intended to take it, that it might 
ferve as part of our dinner the next 
day* Unluckily he was not direóted 
to   rqaft  it:   the  confequence  was^ 

that 

\ 
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that, when  the turkey was fent "for" 
the  next morning, it was found ia 
the ftew-pan fali  of gravy,  and cut 
into' an hundred   pieces.    This cer- 
tainly   was  a   dilemma.     Somebody 
propofed' to pack  it  in an earthen- 
ware-pot.    The   plan  was   adopted* 

» ••**•■ 

The next day it was ferved at dinner* 
• • 

and*univerfally allovved to be the beíl 
'diíh that we had ever tafted. Aboyè 
ali things,   let me perfuade you to 
avoid that urgency of hafte which dif- 

«* » 

tinguiílies our countrymen. I am 
aware, that an Engliíhman cannot 
travei with comfort to himfelf at a 
lefs rate than ten miles an hour, if 
by night alfo fo rauch the better. 
But the Spaniards and their mules arç 
of a very different order; poço, poço; 
u ílowly, flowly," is their favourite 

Q phrafe, 
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I phrafe, and continually  in uíe.    In 
íliort, the only advantages of preci- 
pitation in this country are, to bc 
ftarved or left in the road. 

This advice is íhort and fímple ;.. 
but quite fufficient to render a jour- 
ney through this country as pleafant 
as a reafonable man can expeót to 
find it. 

Two gentlemen of the party, but 
not of the regiment, with Captain M. 
and jnyfelf, have agreed to travei 
together to Liíbon. There are three 
fervants with us, fo that we muíter 
ítrong enough. 

Some of our lads  feem to think 
* 

that, as foon as tlley reach Portugal, 
3 they 

■M 
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they have nothing to do, but to call 
for bottles of port-wine, and that ali 
things will go well. The Spaniards 
are of a different opinion ; they fay 
that the Portuguefe are mucbo picarro, 
" great rogues;" that their country 
is a defert, in which nothing càn be 
procured; that a bad Spaniard is a 
good Portuguefe ; and various fayings 
of this fort, by which neighbouring 
nations generally íhew their regard 
for each other. Serioufly, however,. 
from what I have read,- and what I 
have heard, my hopes in this jour- ' 
ney are by no means fanguine. BleíT- 
ed are they that expecl nothing. 

As to-morrow I lhall leave the 
Spaniíh territory, probably never 
again to enter it, it is a debt of juf- 

Q a tice 



[ vg 1 
tice to declare thc fenfe I feel of the 
candid and hofpitable treatment wé 
have generally received ' from thefe- 
people. 

Thc gencrous conduót of the Cap- 
tains of the Navy to their prifoners 
might have been expeóted from the 
charaóter the Spaniards of fuperior 
rank have juílly and uni ver fali y ob- 
tained. The inftance of Don Juan 
Moreno, which I have already men- 

* m 

tioned to yon, and fome others.that 
have íince come to my knowledge, 
have fcarcely been exceeded in more 
romantic ages, The íame friendly 
attention has been íhewn by the 
people of every degree. The mer- 
chants of Cadiz advanced coníiderable 

íums of money to  individuais,   on 
their 



\ 
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their billSj without knowledge of the 
parties, or any recommendation : the 
álm-oft general civility experienced by 

thofé who were billeted in their 
houfes, not only in Arcos, but alfo 
during the journey, will fpeak ilrong- 
ly in favour of the. nataral politenefs 
òf the Ahdaluíians. 

I 

I know that it has been the cuf- 
tom of travellers to fpeak of the 
people of this province as an indo- 
lent race of beings, who would ra- 
ther ftarve than labour. It may be 
fo; but this is not the café with the 
Andaluíians only, but of ali other 
inhabitants of hot climates. See the 
defcendant of the induílrious Engliíh- 
ihan at Madrafs or Jamaica; or of 
the more induílrious Hollander at Ba- 

Q 3 tavia 
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tavia or Surinam, and tell me whe- 
ther they are more inclined to aótive 
exertions than the Spaniard of Anda- 
lufia. Mr. Baretti defends thefe laft, 
on the principie that no one íhould 
be called idle who has nothing to do; 
that ít is the fault of their governors 
who do not provide for them the 
means of employment. It is alfo his 
opiriion, that no prudent man vvill 
work if he can manage to live with-- 
out labour. The Spaniard is in a 
great meafure enabled todothis from 
habits of temperance and frugality ; 
his wants are few, and thefe are 
cheaply fnpplied from the abnndance 
and variety of the fruits and efcu- 
lent plants which the country fup- 
plies; but he has not the option 
vvith refpeâ: to employment.    When 

the 
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the grapes and olives are gathered, 
and preífed, when the ground is 
ploughed, the feed fown, and the 
liarveft"reaped and gathered, the la- 
bour of the year is at an end. From 
February to Oótober, and fometimes 
for a much longer time, no rain falis; 
during this feaíòn the country is ex~ 
pofed to a burning fun, and the 
ground hot and parched as an African 
defert. 

The herds and fiocks are removed 
to a more happy foil; and in a day's 
journey not a drop of water, or a 
blade of grafs, can be found, except 
in the buertaSy or garden-grounds, 
where water can be introduced. It 
furely implies a want of knowledge, 
or experieilce, to talk of the advau- 

Q 4 tages 

u 



tages of labour  or manufaótures in 
• * « 

fuch a country. 

Whilít this remiílion of labour by 
nature continues, the laboúrer and 
his family muft be íupported. 

The produce of the eftates of the 
Clergy, and the benevolence of that 
part of the Lait.y who are poíTeíTed of 
property, fupply a fund for this pur- 
pofe, Very coníiderable eílates are 
in the pofíefíion of the convents, and 
alfo of the fecular clergy. The in- 
come of thefe is generally applied to 
the ufe of the poor, Without this 
refource the country muft be depo- 
pulated. It has been afferted, that 
the charity of the Clergy is the chief 
çalife of the great number of unem- 

ployed 
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ployed  people;   and   that,    without 
their affiftance, the poor nouíl \vork. 

The faóts that I have ftated evi* 
dently prove the fault to be in the 
climate, not in thè people; and if 
the plan, humanely recommended, 
of applying the property of the Cler- 
gy to more ufeful purpofes, as it is 
iaid may be done, is adopted, the 
people would indeed be provided for, 
not by additional labour, but actual 

ílarvation. 

The manners of th efe Spaniards 
witli whom w.e   have  aífociated are 
pleafant and   civil;   from  local cir- 
cumftances much information cannot 
be expecled from them.   The women 
are gentle and amiable in their car- 

riaga, 

J 
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ríage, modeíl  and chearful in their 
converfation. 

' I have read, in feveral books, ac- 
counts of the vitiated conduít of the 
Spaniíli women in general; but very 
different indeed is that of the women 

t 

of Andalufia, or the Andaluíian wo- 
men are the greateft hypocrites 011 
earth : their cuftoms are fo ex tremei y 
modeíl, that they wiíl not allow you 
totouch the hand of a female. And, 
as it has not always been found eafy 
to induce an Engliíhman   to  confine 

< 

himfelf to thele reítrictions, we have 
frequently incurred the mild reproof 
of, " Speak to me;   do not    touch 
" me." 

They 
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,   They are peculiarly diftinguiíhed 
by kindnefs and attachment  to their ] 

fervants and dependants. 

In their religious charaóter thé 
Spaniards have been fubjeót to much 
obloquy. Every word has been ap- 
plied to them that could be brought 
to exprefs contempt for their obfer- 
vance of Religion, and their refpect 
to its minifters. I have ever had 
reafon to hold thofe in my better opi- 
nion that are  zealous overmuch, ra- I 
ther than thofe that affeót to live 
;vvithout regard to Religion. Asthefe 
people have time tinemployed, it can- 
not. be fpent in a more inoffeníive 
manner, at leaft, than by an atten- 
dance on religious ceremonies; nor, 
whilftthe Clergy muft be confidered 

not j 

. 
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not ônlytlieir guidesin fpiritual còn- 
cérns, but alfo their friends and bene- 
faótors in temporal matters, íhall I 
blame their gratitude and attach- 
ment. 

The úncofttrolled power of the In- 
quifítion hás certainly its influénce, 
and caufes a more ítríót attèntion to 
religious" ceremonies than òtherwife 
tyould be found. 

A childiíli kind of vanity may be 
obferved ãmong thofe people; an 
inftance of which I have mentioned, 
in the faíhion they ufe of painting 
their names in large letters, with 
Signor Don before them, on the 
jfronts of the houfes; but there is 
nothing arrogant or overbeáring iií 
them. . When 
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• "When I received a billet, I ufed, 
firft/ for curiofity, and ' afterwards 
amufement, to aík one òf the flan- 
ders-.by, who were general ly nume- 
rous, E/Ia bueno ca/a, Se^norf " Is 
this a good houfe, Sir P If the houfe 
happened to be of the indifferent' 
order,. the.anftver' was, with a nod, 
Bueno, Sénor ; « Good, Sir." If, of 
the"better fort, Mag bueno, Senor% 
grande ca/a, mucbo grande ; " a very 
good'.houfe, Sir;- grand, very grand." 
But, when we carne to infpeót the 
maníion, of which this great cha- 
raóter had been given, it was gene- 
rally found to contain little deferving 
it. 

^ 

The Spaniards have fewer bad qua- 
lities than  any other people  that I 

4 have 
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have had the opportunity  to know ; 
and thofe that are good and great 

1 are rarely found in any country. We 
i are the children of chance and habit, 

and lefs merit would probably be 
/ found due on enquiry, on account of 
j thofe qnalities, than the generality of 

' their poífefíòrs think proper to afíume. 

I To  Spain, then, we  bid adieu.— 
1 The firít good quarter I fínd in Por- 
' tugal you íhall again hear from me. 
5 ln the mean time believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 

R. C. 

LET^ 
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LETTER    XXIÍ. 

DEAR. SIR, Evtra, 
Dec. iS, 1780. 

V/N the fburteenth we croíTed the 
river Guadiana, in a barge or lighter, 
and landed at yilla Real, in the 
province of Alentejo, in the kingdom 
of Portugal. " This' little town, or 
city I believe it is called, is by no 
means an unpromiíing introdnótion 
to Portugal: the houfes are uni- 
formly and neatly built j being painted 
white, with green windows, it has 
a pleafant appearance. This . place 
has been lately rebuilt, under the 
royal direaion, with the intention, 
I am informed, of eftabliíhing a 
fiíhery on the coaíV, which has not, 

in 

\ 
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in any degree, fucceeded, for want 
of money, induftry, and íkill. It 
has alio been honoured with the 
name of Filia Rea/;   with its former 

* 
m 

denomination I am unacquainted. 

k> 

i 

We waited ou tíie Commanding 
Ofíicer, who received us with civility ; 
and.our next objeót was, to difcover 
the beíl method of proceeding on our 
journèy*tofLiíbon) Two plans: were 
pointed out to us ; - the firft, to go to 
Faro, by land, no gréat diílance; and 
from thence, by fea^to Lifbon. The 
other, to go-up-the river Guadiana in 

* 

a boat to Mertola; and, by land, to 
Liíbon. - The lattér feemed to be the 
moít eligible. 

There 
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A gentleman   of  our  party who 
has' been  accuftomed   to  the   rapid 
movement    of   Engliíh    travclling, 
feemed inclincd to facrifice ali other 
convenience to difpatch ;   at his in- 
ítance,  a boat was hired, to procccd 
immediately.       In   this     row-boat, 
manned by four Spaniards, to whom 
we paid ten pejo duro, we embarked 
at four o'clock  in the  afternoon, in 
fo great haíte, that we had no oppor- 
tunity to procure refreíhment to ferve 
during the paíTage, although we had 
every reafon to think. that we íliould 
pafs the night 'in the boat—no very 
pleafant coníideration. 

Our fellow travellers from Arcos 
determined to try the rout by Faro, 
which   will  prove  a  miich cheaper 

R method 



C    *42    ] 

method of travelling; and, if it is 
worfe than we have experienced, it 
muft be bad indeed* 

As the day clofed, it  became  ex- 
ceedingly  cold ;   the   dew, or  hoar-    * 
froft, fell fo  faft, that,  as there was 
no íhelter in the boat,  our íituation 
became very   unpleafant,  and I  was   ' 
glad   to   get   a   blanket   from   the 
baggage to cover myfelf. 
* 

About   ten   o'clock   at  night  the • 
Spaniards   put   the   boat aíhore,  and 
we landed,   on  account  of the tide 
being adverfe to our progrefs, 

* Having walked about a quarter of 
a mile, through a wood, we reached 
a rniferable hut,   in which  we faw 

« 

feveral 



[   243   ] 

féveral men and  oné woman, when 
the ímoke woiild allovv us to  diftin- 

guiíh objeóts ;   thefe wére the worft- 

looking  people 1 hàd ever  feeri :   a 
fel lo w, dreffed in a  rágged foldier's 

còat, baffleci every attempt at defcrip- 
tion.    The faiit itfelf was the vileft 
of hiiman habitatioiis that I have met 

with in any couiltiy.     As two of the 
fervants were left in the boat, to takc 
cate of the   bàggage,   one only re- 

rtiained with   us,  when,  looking on 
the  groupe about u$, we coníidered 
the time   of night,  and the iituation 
in which we were, we certainly had 

reafon to think this hãfty method of 
proceeding  not the  beíl that might 

have been adopted.   It was, however, 
too late to retrieve ; and, as our din- 
ner at Viílâ Pweal had been very ílight, 

R   2 refreíhment 
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refreíhment was the more neceíTary. 

Having mentioned this to one of the 
Portuguefe, he took from the lleeve 
of a very diríy íhirt a dead fowl, 

whkh he fold at a reafonable price. 
This was of little ufe among feven of 

ns, to fay nothing of the Spaniíh 
.watermen. One of the Portuguefe 
was difpatched for more fowls, and 
foon returned with three that were 
alive ; thefe were alfo bought, but at 

an advanced price, and on remonftra- 

íing with. the Portuguefe who fold 
the firft fowl, he faid, that if it had 

not died by aecident, he would not 

have parted with it for double the 

fum. We were not m a fituation to 

pay attentjon to nice diftinâions. 
The fowls were ali ftewed together; 
fome wretched  wine  was  procured, 

and 
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and the repaft ended only whcn the 
laft boné was pícked. 

Ia this wretched habitation I ac- 

quired fome ufeful knòwledge. As 
the confined fmoke of the green 
wood fire was intolerably painful to 

the eyes, I obferved that the inhabi- 
tants of the hut placed their faces 

very near the fire; and, making the 
experiment, I found, that the incon- 
venience was fcarcely felt when in 
that íltuation. 

About two o'clockvin the mornins: 
we refumed our places in the bòat; 

which, uncomfortable as they were, 

we feemed pleafed to have regained. 

By the account of the watermen 

we expecfted to reach Mertola at feven 

R 3 o'clock 

* 
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o'clock in the morning; but eight, 
nine, and ten, carne, and Mertola did 

npt appear. 
% 

The land on both íides of the river 
is   barren,    "and   dcfolate to   an unr 

, coramon degree.    The river becarne 

wider, as we advanced, and the wind 
4 

increaíing, the agitarion of the water 
rendered the paffage rough and un- 

pleafant. It was, therefore, not withr 
out fatisfaótion that we deícried Mer~ 

tola at eleven o'clock; and foon after 

landed. 

The inn was difcovered ; I believe 
the Portuguefe word for it is ejlallage. 
This was a houfe in a wretched ftate 
pf repair : there were, however, par- 
tridges to be had in nbundance ; and 

wino* 

^^ 
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wine, fach as it was, neither red nor 
white, bad kl colour, and worfe in 

quality. 

^ % 

We had  fcarcely  finifhed our re- 

paít,  when  a  ragged foldier was in- 
troduced,  with  a  meíTage from   the 
Governor,   who   deíirèd   to   fee   us. 
On   his   Excellency   we   foon   after 

waited;  and were received, in a tole- 
rably   neat,  fmall   houfe,  with great- 
civility.     He produced a paper, writ- 
ten in the Portugueze language,  and 

read it;  which  imported,  that their 
Majeíties   of   Portugal   and   Algarve 
had   been   acquainted,    that   feveral 

Britiíh officers,   in  their road   from 
Spain to Great Rritain, would proha- 
bly pafs  through   the   dominions  of 
Portugal ; they had   therefore   com- 

IV 4 manded, 

/ 



manded, that fuch officers íliould be 

received and treated in the moít 

frienxlly manner, and every pofíible 
accommodation and aífiftance íliould 
be afforded to them during tbeir re- 

íidence in tbat kingdom. This was 
the fubftance of the paper; which 
having been read, the Governor aík-, 
ed in what manner he could ferve us. 
After a confultation, it was defired 

that two calaíhes might be hirecl for 

our accommodation, and mules fuf- 

íicient for our feryánts, and the con- 

yeyance of the baggage tp Liíbon. 

Two calaílies were not to be found in 
Mertola ; the owner of that which 
the city affòrded was fent for, and 
íbon made bis appearancc ; he was a 

fat, fulky-looking fellow ; and, being 

acquainted 

/ 
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acquainted with the matter, abfolute« 

Iv refufed to hire his calafíi. 

The Governor, íirft mildly, and 
afterwards warmly, ovcrruled his ob- 
jeótions, by affuring him, that thefe 
were the comnaands of their Ma- 
jefties, and he muft go. ^ He then 

demanded forty-fix pejo du?b+for the 

journcy. This fum was immediately 
paid to him, and he received it witli 

a very bad grace. It was now de- 

termined that Mn H. and I (as an m- 
valid) íhould occupy thecalaíh; that 
Gaptain M. and the other gentlemari 

of our party, íhould ride on mules; 

three mules were alfo hired for the 
íervants ; and fíx for the conveyance 
of the baggage, . Our cavalry con- 

íifted  of twelve  mules,   befides  the 
çalafh, 
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calafh, and altogether formed a ftrong 
party. 

We were now about to take our 

leave of the-Governor, when a new 
difficulty arofe. The rage for ex- 
pedidor), which the adventures of the 
laft night had not been fufficient to 
deprefs, induced the gentleman who 
was to be my companion in the calafh 
to infift 011 fetting out as foon as 
pofíible that afternoon. This, not 
only the calafh-driver, but alfo the 
muleteers, refufed to do ; and, as the 

diftance to Beja, the *firft íuppofed 
fiage, was nominally eight leagues, 
and probably between thirty and forty 

miles, there certainly was imprudence 

in the attempt. Mr. H. however, 

perfifted  in his refolution;  and the 

royaj 



royal edidt, with the afithority of the 
Governor, carried fo much weight 
that the calafh-driver and muletteers 
were obliged to fubmit ; and, at four 
in the afternoon, we departed from 
Mertola, moft of the pafíy, both 
Englifh and Portuguefe, in very bad 
humonr. 

Mertola is a very antient city, was 
a Roman ftation, and called. Jidia 
Myrlilis\ it was alfo.long in the pof- 
feffion of the Moors, and, from its 
prefent appearance, feems to have 
undergone little alteration, and'has 
certainly received no improvement 
lince it was furrendered to its prefent 
mafters. It is feated clofe to the 
Quadiana ; the country on both fides 

that 
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that river is in the territory of Por- 
tugal. 

There are-fome olive plantations in 
the neighbourhood.    The com coun- 

V 

try *about it is incòníiderable, hardíy 
fufficient, I íhould imagine, for the 
neceífary fupply of the inhabitants. I 
could not but obferve the ítrength 
and beautv of the mules that we had 

hired at Mertola. Thofe in the 

calaíh were near íixteen hands high; 

thofe hired to carry the gentlemen 
and for the fervants and baggage 

were not fo tall, but very ílrong and 

handfome, I have riever feen in 
Spain animais of this clafs equal to 

them in any refpeót. 

Às I was by  this time well con- 

vinceç], by   the   ílow  movement   of 

our 
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our carriage, that the journcy mnft 
continue through the night, I fnb- 

mitted to my fate, and refolved to 
íleep away as much of it as I could ; 

but we had fcarcely travelled an hour 
when the calaíh ftopped at a buikling 
like a barn, and, as we could diftin- 

guiíh, being now nearly dark, in the 

wildeft defert that can be imagined. 
Here it was íuppofed that the driver 
intended to bait. The baggage mules, 
with the fervants, foon after carne 
up, and halted alfo. But wc were 
foon undeceived ; the muletteers be- 
gan to unload the mules ; anel we 

were given to underftand, that they 

intended to remain in this place. for 

the night. Whatever was urged to 
the contrary had not the íeaft efFecT:, 
,and our worthy driver did  not feem 

5 to 
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to pay the léaft attention to what we 
faid ; the fmall diftanee that we had 
travelledhaving rendered the royal 
ediót, and the governor of Mertola's 
authority, of no ufe to us; 

The baggage was depoíited in thè 
barn-looking    building   that   I   had 
noticed,  which,    we   were   nów   in~ 
formed, was a Venta, or public buil- 
ding, for the  reception of traveliers* 
wherebetter accommodationswere not 
to be procured ;  and that it was def- 
tined to be the place of our refidence 
for the night.     In this venta> I hope 
that you will not infift on my giving 
it  any.other   name,  for   I  have not 
heard that it has any,   the whole tfur- 
niture confiíled of a long  deal   table 
and two benches;  there was neither 
fire-place nor inhabitant. 

After 
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After the nrmletteers had unloaded 
their beafts, they led th em away, 
without taking any notice of us, or 
feeming to think that wewere any 
part of their concern. 

A fervant followed them, who 
foon returned with an acconnt that 
they had gone into a houíe at fome 
diftance. We followed, and carne to 
a farm-houfe ; to the owner of which, 
probably, the venta belongs. Here, 
with fome difficulty, \ve got falted 
pork and bread, and fome wretched 
wine; when we had devonred ali 
the eatables that could be found we 
returned to the venta. It was im- 
poffible for any perfon who had been 
accuílomed to hear of the frequent 
murders and robberies that are per- 

• petrated 
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petrated in this country not to bring 
the idea of danger home to' our pre- 
'fent íituation, and to coníidcr this 
fpot as calculated for fuch dark deeds; 
it was alfo an unlucky circumftance 
that our friends, Captain M. and his 
companion, had rode on without any 
attendant ; fo that our ítrength v/as 
divided, and we had reafon to be ap- 
prchenfive fortheir fafety. 

4 

We made the beft difpoíition in 
our power ; the fervants were armed, 
and agrecd to watch alternately. The 
door of the venta was fortified with 
the baggage. 

After th efe precautions were taken, 
the beds were fpread on the cleal table. 
I foon  feil aflcep, and  was  not   at 

ali 
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"ali diíTatisfied to fee that it was day- 
light when I awoke in the morning* 

The calafh-man and mule-drivers 
were foon with us ; and we departed 
from this execrable venta, which I 
fliall not foon forget. 

The morning was remarkably fine, 
with froft fufficiently íharp to harden 
the road. I walked feveral miles, 
through a country which, though 
aótually a defert, was extremely 
pleafant. The myrtle, and the íhrub 
which we call Portugal laurel, were 
to be feen ali around us. The ground 
was covered with 'aromatic plants; 
and the cork-tree and ever-green oak 
fêemed to be fcattered about by na- 
ture  or  by  accident.    Neither men 

S nor 

/ 
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nor animais, nor marks of habita- 
tíon, vvere to bc found. The road is 
very good, and has been lately made, 
by the royál command, from Mertola 
to the Tagus, at a very great ex- 
pence : it muft long continue in or- 
der, as the country is dry, with a 
graveily foil, and it is not likelyto be 
broken by the preíTure of heavy car- 

♦ 

riages. 

After midday we  arrived  at Beja, 
and vvere happy  to fee our friends, 
who carne out of the city to meet ns. 
After. they had left us laft evening, 
they rode on, and carne to Beja about 
two o'clock in  the rnorning withont 
accident.    Here they certainly would ' 
have wandered about the ftreets until 
day-light, had they not met with an 

honeít, 

* 

h 



C   259   ] 

•honeft foldier, who knocked up the 
people of the eftallage, and procured 
them lodging. 

Our friends conducled us to this 
eftallage, which is a raoft wretched 
place. The floor of the room that we 
were in was perforated by age in íuch 
a manner, that it was a fervice of 
fome danger to walk over it; and this 
was the beft apartment of the houfe. 
With ali our exertions, jointly and 
feverally, a fufficient dinner could 
fcarcely be procured. 

This city is alfo of high antiquity, 
has been a Roman ftation, and dif- 
tinguiíhed by the name of Pax Júlia. 
Some remains of Roman architeélure 
are ílill to be found.  Its diftance from 

S   2 the 



/ 

[.      26 o      ] 

the Guadiana is about two leagues. 
The land in the vicinity of the city 
produces corn and clives, The culti- 
vation is to no great extent.  > 

This province has been more than 
once the feat of war bétween Spain 
and Portugal ; and it has been con- 
iidered as a matter not eafily account- 
ed for, that the Spaniards have not 
conquered it.     Poverty has probably 

i 

been in this jnftance the means of its 
prefervation ; for there is not fub- 
íifience to be found in this country for 
any body of men worthy to be called 
an army, even for a fingle day; and 
tbough the Spaniards poílibly may be 
better foldiers than the Portuguefe, 
they have long fince loft that charac- 
ter of a&ivity  and enterprize which 

they 

**■ 
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tbey formérly poffefíed. Shonld 
hereafter any attempt be made againft 
this province, the Portuguefe will 
probably have reafon to repent that 
tbey bave made a good road tbrougb 
it, as it will greatly facilitate the pro- 

♦ 

•grefs of an enemy. > 

On   the ílxteenth,   early   in   the 
morning, we left   Beja;   and, at   a 
public houfe about two leagues from. 
it, endeavoured to get fomething for 
breakfaft;   but  in  vain, until I re- 
collected that there was fome choco- 
late  with   my  baggage.     This   was 
found, with fome difficulty.    It was 
then. neceffary   to prefs ,a kettle, and 
boil it ourfelves.    At our departure, 
we offpred the  people  fome money 
for the ufe we had made of their 

S 3 . houfe ; 
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houfe; but, as it was Spanifh, they 
faid they did not underítand ít, and 
refufed to receive it. 

In our journey of this day, we 
again halted ; and, feeing a pot on 
the fire, enquired its contents. Thefe 
were found to be Baccalao, or New- 
foundland cod-fifli; this, and the 
dried kidney-beans, or caravanfes, 
mixed with oil and garlick, confti- 
lute nearly the whole diet of the 
people of this province. 

It was after night when we carne 
to Évora, althongh we had fet out 
very early in the morning, and the 
diílance eight computed leagues. Nor 
will you be furprized at this, as the 
raules have walked every inch of the 

i 

roa d 
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road from Mertola; nor can.any thing 
induce either them or their driver to 
alter their pace. Never, furely, was 
there fo fevere a tax on the patience 
of a precipitate traveller. My com- 

panion feels it accordingly. 

I have walked out this morning to 
view this famous city of Évora.   It is 
really a coníiderable place, has a for- 
tification, and fome foldiers to defend 
it.    It contains a cathedral, being the 
fee of an archbiíhop, and feveral other 
churches ;  and is accounted, in point 
of population, the fecond city of Por- 

tugal. 
* 

There is a coníiderable extent of 
corn-coiintry in the neighbourhood 
of Évora ; and alfo olive-plantations, 

S 4 ^ine" 
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vineyards, and garden-grounds. Bur, 
though the diftance from Liíbon is 
now no more than twenty-three com- 
puted leagues, neither the proviíion 
nor wine are at ali improved. 

" I fhall take leave of the antient 
city of Évora, whofe claffical name 
was Libertas Júlia, by obferving,. 
that it is, like almoíl every thing &l£e 
in this country, rather famons for 
what it has been, than what it is; 
that it difcovers ftrong marks of age, 

w 

poverty, and decay.   Except the little 
* 

town of Villa Real, and the new road, 
there is nothing like improvement in 
the province of Alentijo ; every thing 
feems to decline rapidly, and to pafs 
from bad to worfe. That this may 
not be onr caie, is the ílncere wiíhof 

•     •        Your vcry faithful fervant, 

R. C. 
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LETTER    XXIII. 

Liíbon. DE AR SIR, níc h;16,0"- 

V?E reached Liíbon yefíerday, to 
my great fatisfaótion ; as J had been 
for foríie time heartily tired of the 
journey througti Portugal. 

As no variety occurred during the 
remainder of the journey, the fame 
defert country, ragged villagcs, jruin- 

1 ous eftallages, no meat, and abomi- 
nable wlne; I íliall not trouble you 
with an âccount of it,  but bring you 

* 

to Aldeã  Gallegà,   a% little town on 
the Tagus, oppoííte to Liíbon, where 

c 

we   very    willingly' difcharged   our 
íulky 

\ 
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íulky   calaíh-driver,   who,   I   verity 
believe, has not fpoken a word to us 
during the journey ; indeed* it would 
havebeen to little purpofe.if he had, 
as we certainly íhould not have un- 
derftood him : for, though my know- 
ledge of the Spaniíh language is very 
fuperficial,    I   generally   underftood 
what was fpoken on common fubjeóts; 
and  the Spaniíli and Portuguefe, as 
written  languages, bear a  near afE- 
nity, yet, from  the   pert   and quick 
manner   in  which   the   Portuguefe 
ípeak, and the eternal repetition of 
vq/ira merced, which, I   apprehend, 
is applied in ali converfations and on 
ali   occafions, I may venture to  fay 
that I have not underftood one word 
that has been fpoken to  me in the 
journey from Villa  Real to Liíbon. 

Thís 

J. 
ttt» 
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This feliow  would   not give himfelf 
the trouble to aík for money ; which J 
no chaife-driver that I ever met with ( 
or   heard  of, either   from  pride  or 
idlenefs, ever neglecled to do. I 

It was impofíible not to  obferve, \ 
in   the   towns   that   we  have lately ( 
paffed through, the difference between 
the women of Portugal and thofe of j 
Spain.     The Portuguefe women are v 
handíòme in their perfons,  fmart in ' 
their' drefs, with fine eyes and teeth, 
and beautiful háir ' in the greateft 
abundance : in their head-drefs they 
mix ribbands and flowers with very 
good tafte; thefe, too, women of 
ordinary ranfc, as we were not in the 
way of feeing any othêr.    In íhort, » 
it  muíl  be allowed, that   there   are '     , 

finer 

-        L 
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finer women and better mules in Por- 
tugal than in Andaluíia. 

4 

Yefterday we crofíed the Tagus 
in a paflage-boat. The port of Lif- 
bon appeared to be full of íhips ; 
and, from its proximity to the fea, 
muít derive great advantages. 

* 

* 

The city makes a fplendid ap- 
pearance, wheh viewed from the 
fiver; and, on the oppofite fide, are 
feen villages, country-houfes, and 
gardens full of trees, adorned with 
the luxuriant beauties of fummer- 
foliage; amongft thefe the orangc- 
tree is confpicuous. ' 

The  profpeót of  thefe charming 
gardens rauíl at  any time  have en- 

gaged 
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gaged the attention; but, at this 
feafon of the year, and after a long 
journey, through nearly a continued 
defert, it Was peculiarly attraétive. 

We landed in the outíkirts of Lif- 
bon at twelve o'clock; and, after a 
long and very dirty walk, carne to 
Williams's  Engliíh  hotel  at  Buenos 

Ayres. 

As we paíTed through the ftreets, 
we witnefíed an accident, which 
brought to our recolle&ion the pro- 
ceffion of the hoft, whích we had 
not feen fince we left Arcos. 

A well-dreffed Portuguefe, on horfe- 
back, as the proceffion approached 
him, jumped   from his   horfe with 

.2 ' alacrity, 
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alacrity, and fell on his knees, in a 
very dirty part of the rtreet. The 
horfe, being ípuáted, took fright at 
the found of the trampet; and, his 
hand being engaged with the bridle, 
dragged the Fidalgo through the mud, 
uníil his cloaths were in a fad con- 
dition. 

In th is Engliíh hotel is an ordi- 
nary, frequented by ftrangers of the 
beft rank. Here we took our dinner 
yefterday, with a large party, chiefly 
Engliíh and French. " The dinner 
v/as very good, and particularly the 
beef was the beft that I have taíled ; 
there was no want of good claret, 
and various other wines. You muíl 
allow me to mention the dinner of 
ihis day, as it  is a fort of adventure 

to 



io which I have  not lately been ac- 

cuftomed. 

This houfe ítands on a hili which 
overlooks the Tagus and the íhips ia 
the harbour. From the manage- 
ment of the houfe, the fervants, who 
are ali Engliíh, the cookery, and 
other circumftances, which exa&ly 
refemble thofe of an inn of the fu- 
perior order in England, a perfon. 
might be eafily induced to forget 
that he is in Portugal, and believe 

•kimfelf in a much better country. 

We have not yet thought of the 
voyage to England. Ten days or a 
fortnight's good living will be abfo- 
lutely ncceflary to recruit the fpirit 
that has been  exhaufted during the 

journey. 
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journey. In that time you íhall have 
my opinion of Liíbon ; and, as far as 
I may be able to judge, of its inha- 
bitants. 

My refpeíts wait on   my friends ; 
and I am always, moíl íincerely, . 

Yours, 

R. C. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXIV. 

DEAR SIR, L;ftin, 
Deccmber, 17S0. 

JL HERE are few cities that have 
fo many advantages to boaft in point 
of fituatioii as Liíbon. Seated ou 

the banks of the noble river Tagns, 
íhips are brought clofe to the wharfs, 
andtheir cargoes delivered into the 

warehoufes with very little labour 
and expence. Natiire feems to have 
intended it to be the general mart of 

Europe. 

The climate is temperate and heal- [ 

thy«    The conntry about it produces 
com, wind,  and .oil;  and the fruiís, 

T both 

_Ml 
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both oCthe old world and the new, 
are cultivated in the greateít perfec- 
tion and abundance. But, as the 
good things of this world are feldom 
fourid unmixed with evil, the bane- 
ful effeóts of the earthquake that 
happened in the year 1755 muft 
ever be remembered, with apprehen- 
lion whilft .you are on the fpot; in- 
deed, there yet remain fo many 
marks of that dreadful phsenomenon, 
that you can go through no part of 
the city without its being brought 
to yonr recolleítion. Immenfe heaps 
of rubbiíh are every where feen, thè 
remains of.buildings that were de- 
ítroyed in that day of almoft univer- 
fal defolatioh to Liíbon. Thefe add 
to the difadvantages   of the natural 

in- 

».   •* 
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inequality of the ground on which 
the city was built ; fo that you are 
always going either up or down hills. 
The ílreets are not paved, and the 
foil being clay, the duft in Suramer, 
and  the   raud  in Winter, render it 

* 

extremely unpleafant to walkingpeo- 
pie ;* calaílies are for that reafon. 
generally ufed; one of th efe, with 
the two mules and a driver, rnay be 
hired for about feven íhillings a day, 
and is always in attendance. 

\< 

Many large buildlngs are begun, 
intended for magnificent churches, 
convents, -and hòfpitals; but the 
progrefs feems to be flow. Indeed, 
there appears in thofe that have had 
thefuperintendance in rebuílding the 
city, an attention to íhew rather'than" 

T 2 con- 
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convenience; and thence arifes à 
want of houfes fuited to the induf* 
trious and ufefúl- inhabitants of a 
trading city. 

The modera.te and equal temperar 
•ture which Liíbon enjoys„ from the 
advantages of its fituation near the 
fea, have rendered it famous for the 
reftorative quality of its -air; and 
patients,- particularly in conmmptive 
cafés, are fent by their phyíicians to 
this city from every part of EUrope* 
Lodgíng-houfes and inns for the-en- 
tertainment of ílrangers are therefore 
frequent and good. The Engliíli 
houfe in which \ve are is particularly 
convenient, plèafantly fituated, and 
remarkablc   for   its   good  entertain- 

i 

.ment.,     . .    . 
Te 
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The markets of Lifbon are well 

fupplied with meat, particularly ex- 
cellent beef, poultry, game, and fifli 
in the greateft abundance and varie- 

ty. Yet, although I apprehend that 
thefe articles, and other neceffaries, 
may be procured at a very moderate 
priee, a perfon cannot manage to live 
at this hotel of Buenos Ayres for lefs 
than a guinea a day. 

Excellent wines, in the greateft 
variety, are found here, Port only 
excepted ; this favovirite beverage of 
the Engliíh nation has no honour in 

its own country. Thefe, however, 

form nearly the whole of our ex- 
pence ; for Lifbon is at prefent en- 

tirely without public entertainment. 

The rigid piety of the Queen has been 

T 3 . the 
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the occafiori of fhutting up ali places 
of araufement; neither opera nor 
play are permitted, eyen at this fef-? 
tive feafon. The balis given by the 
members of the>Britifh faótory are 
ali that çan bè found; thefe are 
once in a fortriight; and \t happened 
on the evening of our arrival. Whe- 
ther we ih ali continue inhabitants of 
Liíbon tmtil the next entertainment 
of this kind takes place, is very 
doubtful, 

The gentlemen qf the Faótory liye 
in a very fociable and pl.çafant man- 
ner, and are particularly civil and 
hofpitable to - ali ílrangers that vifít 
this city. 

But, though other amufements are 
wanting,   the   churches   are   always 
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open; and, to thoíe that are con- 

noi.íTeurs in mufic and piótures> reli- 
gioiis ceremonies and parade, wili 

doubtlefs affòrd great fatisfaótion. 

One exhibition I had almoft forgot 
to mention ; 1 mean, that of thé Por- 
tuguefe ladies at  their lattices: there 
they are almoft ever to be feen ;  very 
handfome   in   their   perfons;    their 

very fine hair, elegantly mixed with 
flowers     and    feathers ;    apparently 

fprightly, gay,  and drefíed for íhow, 
Very difFerent, indeed, are the modeít 
apparel   ând   iinaíTuming manners of 

the   femaies  of   Andaluíla. . As   na 

woman, above the meaneít condition, 
ever is feen to walk in the ílreers of 
rhis city, they   muft of neceffity be 

jpuch çonfined to their houfes j and 

T 4 thô 



[    2 8o     ] 

the Portuguefe huíbands   are faid to 

be jealous in the  extreme. 

Captaia M. and myfelf generally 

drive, in our calafh, about the city, 

to fec what may be worth obferva- 

tion. We have paid our refpecte to 
Mr. Walpole, the Britiíli Ambafíador 
at this Court, who received us polite- 

ly, and did us the honour to return 

our viíit in two days. 

We have alfo waited on Sir John 
Hort, the Coníul General ; and were 
treated by him with great civility and 

kindnefs. To Mr. Maine, the bro- 
ther of Lord Newhaven, who is a 

'.Banker in this city, the Englifli in 
general have the higheft obligations ; 
he behaved  to thera   in   the   moft 

friendly 
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friendly manner; and ali that applied 
to him were entertained with hofpi- 
tality, and fupplied with money 
without heíitation. I had letters of 
credit to him ; but thofe that had not, 
received the fame aííiftance. 

The eentlemen of the Faótory have 
their    country - houíes    amidft   the 
orange-gardens of Cintra, a pleafant 
village  on  the  oppofite fide of the 
Tagus.     Here   they   retire  from the 
fatigues   of buíinefs, and  enjoy, in 
honourable  leifure, the comforts of 
this enchanted fpot,  where even at 
this feafon the vivid  green and  the 
golden fruit of the orange-tree every 
where  abound.    We   are much in- 
clined to viíit thefe  retreats ; but to 
make this excuríion we muft give up 

ali 
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ali thoughts òf going to England in 
the next packet; and th is is a iacrifice 
that I am very unvvilling to make. 
There is nothing inLiíbon that can in- 
duce a wiíh to continue in it an hour, 
the good fare and exeellent wine of 
the Engliíh hotel only excepted. 

With thè comfortable hope of again 
vífiting my friends onBritiíli ground, 

I remain, 

Your very affe&ionate fervant, 

R. C, 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXV, 

DEAR SIR, 
* 
Liíbon, 

December, 1780, 

Jr\S I have nothing to acquaint you 
with, relating to jnyfelf, I will en- 
deavour, in this letter, to give you 
fome account of this countrv, on 
ivhich I haye been thus accidentally 
thrown. . 

The little kingdom of Portugal is 
bounded on two íides by the Spaniíh 
provinces ; and on the other [two by 
the Atlantic ocean : it is divided into 
lix provinces ; thofe on the South are 
very thinly peopled; but, from the 
barrennefs of the foil, through want 
pf water, and negleót of cultivation, 

pro- 
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produce not corn fufíicient for the 
confumption of the inhabitants. The 
Northern provinces are more fertile, 
and the people more induítrious. 

This difference will ever be found 
between the inhabitants of a very hot 
country, and thofe that have the good 
fortune to dwell in a temperate cli- 
.mate. . In the diítriót of Porto, par- 
ticularly,   the  example   and  encour 

0 

ragement of the Britiíli Faótory at 
Port, have been attended wich fin- 
gularly good effeóts; the appearance 
of the country, and manners of the 
inhabitants in the'vicinity of that city 
improve daily; and an activity and 
fpirit of induftry prevail, unknown in 
anyother province of Portugal, 

The 
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The tracle of this kingdom is very 

coníiderable : the chief of their ftaple 

commodities are vviwe, fruit, and the 
bark of the cork-tree. . They have 

alfo many olive plantations; but nei- 
ther the oil nor fruit are exported in 

any coníiderable quantities ; the oil', 
like that of Spain, being fo badly 
managed as to render it rancid, and of 
little ufe ih any country except their 
own.     Their    vineyards   afFord   the 

* * 

raoft important articles of their trade: 

thefe coníiít chiefly of the .red and 
white urines of Oporto, which are 
produced in the Northern Provinces 4 

the Liíbon and Calcavalla, white 

wines, made in the provi nce of Eftr&- 
madura; the greateft part of thefe in 

the neighbourhood .of Liíbon. The 
> wine of the more Southern provinces 

is 
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is miferably bad ; and in quantity 
fcarcely fufficient to fupply thc wants 
of the inhabitants. Their vineyards 
alfo give confiderable quantities of 
grapes and raifins for exportation: 
their gardens, lemons, oranges, 'figs, 
almonds, and pomegranates. Their 
onions áre the beft in Èurope, and 
make   an   ufeful    article   of   trade. 

« 

'Liíbon hams are much efteenied, and 
in great demand for exportation. 

Great Britain is the beft market for 
thefe articles of their produce ; and, 
as there is little or no demand for the 
yrines of Portugal in any other part 
of Europe, the advantages of trade 
are reciprocai between the countries; 
and they receive frotn Great Britain 

in retura corn, cloth, tin,  and va- 
rious 
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rious articles of manufactures^ adápted 

to their home coníumption-, a*nd thát 
of their colonies. 

The Portuguefe have but few trad- 

ing veffels ; and, notwithftandingthe 
advantages that might be made of 

their preferít neutralily, take but 
little íhare of their own carrying- 

•trade. They have doft great part o'f 
their former pofTefíTôns ia the New 

World, and feem to owe the prefer- 

vation of thoíe that are left to therri 

rather to the moderation of their 
neighbours, than their own ítrength; 1 

of thefe Goa on the .Malabar cõãft 
•in Alia, and Braíil in South America, 
are the principal. From thefe fettle- 
ments the Portuguefe receive large 

returns of bullion, and valuablé 

4 • ' goods 
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goods of various kinds, which are 
divided among the more induftrious 
merchants and manufaóturers of Eng- 
land and Holland. 

The fyftem of government in this 
kingdom has been generally. con- 
íidered as weak and ill-conduóted. 
The Marquis de Pombal, the minif- 
ter of the late King, has been vari- 
otifly fpoken of; fome of his mea- 
fures feem to have been bold and 
well-conceived ; others, weak and íll— 
conduóted :  among the latter was an 

t 

attempt to produce corn fufficientfor 
the íuppórt of the inhabitants, by 
.deftroying a certain portion of the 
vine-lands, and applying them to the 
cultivation of wheat. As this meafure 
wás to  be carried by  force, and as 

every 
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every thing in this country becomes 
a job in the hands of its government, 
it very naturally happened, that the 
wine was loft, and no corn gained ; 
for the vineyards of the poor were 
torn tip and deftroyed, while thofe 
of the opulent remained in their for- 

mer ftate. 

As there are, doiibtlefs, many 
thoufand acres of land in the waftes 
of the province of Alentejo that might 
have been brought into the culture 
of wheat, if proper encouragement 
had been given, the advántages of the 
meafure would have been experienced 
by the publick and the land-owners; 
but it would have coft fomething to 
the government in the firft inftance ; 
and this is contrary to its principie— 
to take ali, and give nothing. 

U This 

mm 
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This miniiter,  dtiringthe laft war, 
influenced  by lhe enmity  of  Spain7 

* 

and fupported by the friendfhip of 
Great Britaín, roufed the country into 

a degrec of excrfion, of which its 
beft friends bclieved it ihcapable. 
An attempt was made to reform the 
armVj and to place it on a refpcftable 
line; for this purpofe the Count de 
la Lippe Buckebourg, on officer in 
ali refpects qualifíed -for íuch an un- 
dertaking, was appointed to the chief 
command; and many Britiíh officers 
were induced to enter into the fervice 
of Portugal, by the promifes of pre~ 
ferment, which were liberally held 

out tolhem. 

'The   expulfíon of the Jefuits,  by 
the   fame  Minifter,  was   certainly a 

ítrong 

mm 
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ftrong meafure in íuch a country, 
and probably could not have been 
carried into effeft, unlefs the people 
had been induced to confent to it, 
from the convióhon that they were 
aóhially concerned in the' aíTaffination 
of the King. 

As the ílight degree of education 
which thefe people received was en- 
tirely through the means of the 
Jefuits, and the only ufeful knovv- 
ledge in the country was in their 
hands, it is generally coníidered that 
this event has been produclive of 
more evil than good to the kingdom 
in general. 

The Marquis alfo reftrained the 
gower of the Inquifition, and endea- 

U  2 voured 
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voured to bríng their tyranny Avithín 
modefate bonnds ; but, íince the com- 
mencement of the prefent reign, every 
thing has reverted to its former ítate; 
the nation feems to have been ren- 
dered weaker by the efForts it made, 
at that time. 

The attempt to reform the army 
has entirely failed. Nearly ali the . 
Foreign OfEcers have left the fervice 
with dífguft. The regiments- are 
without clothes or pay; in íliort, as 
bad, or, if poíiible, worfe than they 
were before. You will not be íiir- 
prized at this, when I aíTure you, that 
I have heard the following ílory af- 
ferted on good authority. 

The commiílion of a Field Officer 
in one of thefe regiments bcing va- 

5 cant, 
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cant, it" was applied for by thofe of- 
ficers whofe  mèrit   and  date of fer- 
vice gave them a right of pretenfion ] 
to fucceed to  it;  but,  after  a  con- ' ' 
fiderable, fpace  of  time had elapfed, l 
it.was difpofed of in favour of a Saint 
wlío.had beên dead a thoufand years, 
or more probably had  never lived at 

ali, and the emoluments of. the' ap~ 
pointment went to his Convent# I 

Indeed3 the ítate of the military is 
coníidered of little confequence, as 
their Moft Faithful Majefties, it is 
faid, have declared their intention of 
reíigning the government of the'king- 
dom, rather than enter into a war. 
This   declaration, if   fuch has   been 

1 

-made,  feems a very  improbable me- 
thod to avoid it,  whicb, in the pre- 

U 3 fent  " I 
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íent ílate of European pbliticks, can> 
only be done  by being prepared to 
meet it. '..:   • .' 

r     # 

The Inquiíition has not oriíy^e- 
covered its forrner power, but is in 
ali things omnipotent. Their prefent 
Majefties, indeed, are fo much given 
to piety,.that. there is no road to pre-* 
ferment but by the influence of the 
Church; their whole coníidence is 
placed iir things above; they and 
their miniílers are çontinually em^ 
ployed ih their attendance on malies 
and religious proceffions; ali other 
objeóts are overlooked or forgotten. 
The Queen attends the baptifm of ali 
profelytes ; and the converts from 
every other rçligion are liberally re-* 
wwded, 

The 

< 
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-   The Navy of Portugal is nearly in 
the fame condition as-their Army. It 
jnuft  be  allowed, that   nothing can 
preferve the independence   of Portu- 
gal,  as a kingdom,  for a month,  ex- 
cept the  torpid   ftate of the Spaniíh 
government.    In extent of dominion, 
and nurabers of people, the Spaniards 
pofTefs a manifeft íuperiority ; in mi- 
litary fpirit and aótivity, it is difficult 
to determine on which fide is the ad- 

vantage, 

The Portuguefe are very referved 
in their manner of living j they pay 
no attention to ftrangers ; and, as far 
as poflibly they can do it, avoíd ali 
intercourfe with them. 

There are very few of the nobility 
or gentry whofe fortunes will íupport 

U 4 a mo- 
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a rnoderate eftabliíhment; and, as 
they affeót to have a great number 
of fervants and dependants, they are, 

of confequence,  generally poor.' 

The Portuguefe males are undoubt- 
edly the woríMooking racc ih Europe; 
well may they coníider the appella- 
tion of ombre blanço, " white- man," 
as an honourable diftinction. They 
proceecl 'from a rnixture of Jews, 

Moors, Negrões, and French, and 

feein, from their appearance and 

qualities, to have reíerved to thèm- 

felves the worft parts of each of thefe 
people, Like the Jews, they are 

mean, tricking, and avaricious: from 
. the Moors, they are jealous, cruel, 

and revengeful; ' as the people of 

colour, they are fervile, indocile/and 

deceitful 5 

s 
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deceitful; : and ' they refemblé thê 
French ia vanity, grimace, "and4 gaf- 
conade. 

Tn the hew worldrthey have prao 
tifed the' farae mixing fyftem; and á 
mongrel race, retaining the Portu- 
guefe name, and a dialeít of the 
languàge, have overfpread the land, 
and are the vagabonds and outcafts of 
Afia.       ' ' • 

The women feériv to have gained 
by thefe adventitious connexions what 
the men have loft; they are in gene- 

• • 

rái very handfome, lively, and gay. 

The men are notoriouíly jealous ; 
and, if there can be an excufe for this 
pafíion, it muft be where the women 

are 
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are, amiable, .and the men fo raucli 
the çontrary : ^>"heiíce arife pri vate 
murders and aíTaííinations. 

. •, It is by no means the metl^od of 
the Pprtuguefe tocall on ,the perfon 
that he thinks(has injured him for 
íatisfaótion ; the fafer .method of 
hiring the Bravo is generallyadopted. 
And this trade, yfill certainly thrive, 
as the Queen has lately thought pro- 
per, in her zeal for Religion, to 
pardon feveral murderers of the moít 
atrocious fort# 

As you will be probably of my opi- 
nion, that a long continuance at Lif- 
bon is in no refpeót to be Ldeíired, 
íò you will not be furprized that we 
have refolved to re-vifit England b,y 

.3 the 
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the fíríl opportunity : v/e íhalT there- 
fore take our paífage in the*Hamp- 

den packet, which will probably fail 

for Falmouth in the courfe of ten 

days, In arranging this buílnefs, we 
have had a flight difpute with the 
agent for the Englifh packets at this 
place. It is a cuílom to charge to 

each paíTenger who engages a paíTage 
the fum of fourguineas, in addition. „    fl 

to the price which is paid to the maf- j 

ter of ,the packet. This is jcalled 

the King's tax* In the particular 

íituation in which we ílood, we have 
objeóted to the payment of this mo- 
ney,  not  only  on  our own account, I 

but that we may not eftabliíh an evil 

precedent, that may affeót Britiíh offi- 
cers under íimilar circumílances in 
future.    As the  agent did not feem 

in- 

È_t> 
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inclined to give* tip the pqint in dif- 
pute, thematter.was referred" to Sir 
John'Hort:     Sir John was òf opinion,. 
that,Mf werchofcto claim this exemp- 
tion 1 as"   diftréfíèd ' Britiíh   fubjeóts, 
:there/ivould be *no'objeótion.     We, 
however, declined   tó avail ourfelves 
of this indulgence ;  and,   ítill perfift- 
Jng  to   claim the  right of being ex- 
empted from this payment,  the mat> 
ter was  at   length   given  up to  ns. 
The priceof the paflage to Falmouth, 
excluíive of this fum, is ten guineas; 
and the raafter of the packet provides 
a table and wine, tea, bed,  and every 
other neceíTary   article.      We   ih ali 
probably have   more   paffengers   on 
board   the Hampden than may con- 
duce to  our  convenience, as  this is 
the firft opportunity that lias ofFered 
íince we carne heie. 

' Havine 

'  • 
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Having thus engaged for a paíTagc, 
and taken leave of our mefs-mates 
that ftay behind, we íhall quit Liíbon 

not unwillingly. 
{ 

My next letter will, I truft, be 
frora Falmouth. In the mean time, 
wherever be my lot, believe me, 
always moft íincerely, 

Yours, 

R. C. 

!   > '. L E TV 

>.* 
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DEAR SIR, 

LETTER    XXVI. 

Palmou tf», 
January,  1781, 

-L HAVE again  the pleafure of wri- 
ting to you from Britiíh .ground. 

We arrived here yeííerday, after 
a tolerable voyage, the feafon of the 
year coníidered; the occurrences of 
\vhich are fcarcely worth the recital; 
but, as it is your defire, I íhall con- 
tinue my letters, with the account 
of it. 

We received the íbmmons to em- 
bark, on board the Hampden packet, 
early in the morning of the 

.  Januaiy, 
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January,  and failed from the. Tagus 
about noon. 

The vicinity of the harbour of 
Liíbon to the fea gives great advan- 
tages to the trade, as fhips may get 
out of the river with any wind* 
There were eighteen paffengers ; ra~ 
ther too many for the íize and ao 
commodations of the íhip ; thefe 

. were chiefly military men, on their 
retuni from Spain, who had been 
iiwolved ki the fame unlucky expe- 
dition. Wehadfoon the mortification 
to find, that the fhip was very leaky, 
and required the continuai exercife 
of the pumps to keep her free. The 
mafter, as an apology, told us, that 
íhe ought o have been put into dock 
before fhe made the voyage; but the 

urgency 
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urgency of the Ter vice would not ad~ 
mil of it: he alfo afíured us, as fome 
confolation, that the leak would not 
increafe; for this, indeed, we had 
no fecurity, except his affertion ; and> 
as that was the beíl that could be had 
in the prefent café, it was our in- 
tereft to be fatisfied with it. 

/ 

TheEaílerly winds prevail íb much 
in thefe latitudes,' that the packets 
put to fea immedtately on receiving 
their orders, and generally with 
adverfe winds; and are often obliged 
to run an hundred leagues to the 
weftward, as the failors term it, to 
look for à wind. This happened to 
us; and we were near the Weftern 
iílands when we riíet with the deíired 
"breeze.    From thence we jogged on 

about 
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about ten days, by the impiílfe of 
the wefterly wind, eating, drinking, 
and playing cards, according to the 
ufual method of paffengers on fuch 

occafions. 

Two good tables were kept, one 
in the cabin, the other in the fteerage; 
fo that if, from caprice, or any other 
reafon, you diíliked the company in 
one place, there was an ppportunity 
of changing to the other. 

4 

Nothing unpleafant occurred, ex- 
cept, what we could neither avoid 
nor remedy, the leaky ftate of the 
íliip, and the continuai noife of the 
pumps, a found veiy ungrateful to 
the landman's ear. A military gen- 
fleman on board had frequently ufed 

X to 

/ 
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to make enquiry pf the feamen, rela- 
tive to the ílate of the íhip and the 

■pumps. Now, as truebred feamen 
are of opinion that paíTengers have 
no right to feel at ali for themfelves 

on thefe occaíions, their queítions are 
generally treated with the utmoíl 
contempt. It happened that this 
gentleman, hearing a more than 

ufual buítle on the deck, left his 
apartment, fome time after midnight, 

either from.apprehenfion or curioíity, 
to make his ufual enquiries ; when 
one of the mates informed him, that 
the pumps were choaked, and that 

no hopes remained of preferving the 
lives of the people on board but the 

fpeedy falling-in with fome veífel, of 
which there was at prefent no great 

probability :   the gentleman left the 

deck, 
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deck, and retired to bis bed ifl tbe laft 
defpair; and. he was not eafily con- 
vinced, as the day advanced, and tbe 
ítory was known, tbat his apprehen- 

íions were groundlefs. 

•   On tbe eleventh day of the voyage, 
early in tbe morning,  a fail was dif- 
covered far aftern of the íhip..   This 
called the attention of every perfon 
on board,   and, by  the amftance  of 
glaffes,  and  the proverbial acutenefs 
of a feaman's eye, it was afcertained 
to   be  a   French frigate,   and every 
oart  of her defcribed   witb  minute 
exaanefs, when,  by  the utmoft ex- 
ertion   of the   vifual  ray,    I   could 
ícarcely difcern her,    a fpot on the 

horizon. 

X2 AU 

/ 



[    3o8    ] 

Ali was now buftle and uproar 
wild; every fail was fet that conld be 
rendered ufeful to affift in our efcape 
and every manceuvre tried to baffle 
the purfuit. At firíl we feemed 
tolerably fecure in the faft failing of 
our íhip j and, indeed, I have fel- 
dom met with a maíler of a veffel 
that was not fully perfuaded that his 
was the fafteft failer of the defcrip- 
tion to which íhe belonged. 

\ 

Notw ithftanding the fea axiom, 
*/ that a ílern chace is a long chace,' 
ít foon became evident that the íhip 
by whiçh we were followed outfailed» 
us; and, by the middle of the day, 
it was thought necefíary to make 
preparations for the worft that might 
befal us;   the  mafter diftributed his 

money 
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money and bank-notes amongít his 
paffengers, hoping tbat more delicacy 
woukl be uiecl in the article o£ plun- 
der towards  them, than he himfelf 
might ptobably expeét to meet with; 
for my own part, I had laid out ray 
beft coat  to  put   on,   it being tbe 
ufual policy on thefe occaíions to fe- 
cure   on   your back  the  beft   part 

of your wardrobe. 

The    evening   now   approached, 
• and, as there appeared no probability 

of efcape, it was judged prudent to 
íhorten fail, and fuffer the íhip that 
chafed us to come  up, to avoid the 
dangerous  and  difagreeable circum- 
ftances to which wemuft certainly 
have been expofed, on being boarded 
by an enemy in the night.    Whilft 

preparations 
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preparations were made for this pur~ 
9 

pofe the man at the maft head called 
out, that there was a íleet in íight to 

* 

windward, and that a íhip of  wau 
had left them and ílood towards ns: 
this  gave us new hopes;   every fail 
was again fet, to carry us towards the 
fhip that approached to our aíiiftance; 
lhe bore 'down   very  faft, and  foon 
difcovered that the chafing íhip was a 
friend.      A   boat   foon   after   came 
along-íide from The Surprize frigate, 
Captain Reeves, and jDut a Lieutenant 
on board,  who brought us the fírft 
news of the war with Holland ;  and 
removed   ali   our   appreheníions   of 
being taken. 

i/ We had again an inftance of the 
pre-eminence   of  a  feaman's vifion. 

One 

m^mm m 
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One of the men that carne in the 
man of war's boat had declared our 
íhip to be the Hampden, frora the 
.firít time he faw her in the mora- 

V 1 

The Pandora was the íliip that had 
fo bravely advanced to our afílítance ; 
íhe had the carc of a convoy from 
Ireíand; and, when íhe was con- 
vinced of our fafety, purfued her 

voyage. 

The attention of every perfon on- 
board had been too much engaged on 
this day to think of dinner, until the 
danger was at an end. We then fat 
down ; and, as ali felt pleafure from 
the efcape of the day, a more libe- 
ral ufe of wine took place than had 

generally been the cuftom. 

4 Jt 
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It was between ten and eleven 
o'clock-when I left the table to take 
a walk on the detk. The night was 
moderate and pleafant. On looking 
round I thought that I faw fome 
hghts a-head. As there was no per- 
fon on deck but the man at the 
helm, I pointed them out to him: but 
he had íhared in the general joy, 
and eitber could not, or would not, 
fee them. As the Scilly Iílands could 
not be at a great diítance from us, I 
was more particular in my obferva- 
tíon, and was foon convinced that 
thefe wère really the Scilly lights* 
The Mafter was not to be found: 
fortunately Captain R. of the Eaft 
índia Company's fervice, was a pa£ 
fenger with us, on his return to 
Englaud from Spain ; he was called, 

and 

*        • 
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and recognized the lights ; we gave 
them a proper diftance, and ali was 

well. 

As, during the chace, the ufual 
methods of afcertaining the diftance 
the íhip runs cannot be obferved, it 
was imagined, that we had gpne 
farther into St. George's Channel, and 

that the diftance from Scilly was 

greater than it was really found to be; 
thus it is probable that we efcaped 
fome danger by my walk on the deck. 

The íhip carne into the harbour 
about noon; and.I foon after landed 
at this place, happy to revifit the 
hofpitable coaft of Corawall ; and fin- 
cereiy thankful to Providence, that I 
had, in the íliort fpace of íive months, 

Y paífed 
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pafled through many various. fcenes 5 
to which, ia general, the moft UíH 

pleafant, and nqt unfrequently datj-?- 
gerous, circumítances are attached, 
\yith íò light a portion of eithçr, that 
it appears, on retrofpedlipn, rather 
to have been a voyage and jouçney 
of pleafure, than an expedition mark>. 
ed by ill fuccefs and captivity. Wef 

ih ali ftay here aday or two to recoyeç. 
the fatigue pjf the voyagç. 

.. Falmputh is . not an unpleafant 
town; and its inhabitants are civil 

aud • hpfpitable to ftrangers. Some 
3^ears íinçe it had a confiderable trade, 
particularly in the exporçation of pil- 
chards to the Spaniíh ports, both in 
and out of the Medit;erranean ; but 
the prefent war has been fatal to it; 

and 
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and the chief part of its confequencej 
at  prefent, is a  very excellent  har- 
bo.ur, and that it is the ftation of the 
Liíbon, Weft  índia,   and  American 
packets.    The Mafters and Officers of 
which, and   their   families, form  a 
confiderable part of the inhabitants. 
The antient caftle   of   Pendennis is 
about two miles from it,  very plea- 
fántly fituated,  with an open view of 
the fea.    Some companies of Invalids 
form its garrifon,  and a Regiment of 
Infantry is generally quartered in  the 
town of Falmouth.     There has alfo 
been  a   fmall   encampment   formed 

near Pendennis. 

As you are not acquainted with this 
part of the kingdom, and I mean to 
give our friend, Captain M. a íight 

of 

-    -   -^ 
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• of the mines, and of any thing elfe 
that may be thought worthy of obfer- 
vation, I íhall again write to you 
from. Exeter; and, for the prefent, 
clofe this correfpondence, in the hope 
of foon after meeting you in good 
health;  being always, 

Yõufs, móíl fincerely, 

R. C. 

THE   END. 

JÍ 
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Anríqmues, Svo. boards - 
 Ptovincia Romana, fine Plates, 410     ' 
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