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TO     THE 

DUKE   of  BUCCLEUGH. 

MY   LORD, 

^pHE  fi* Wea  of offing  my LusIAD to fome  dif- 

tinguiflied Perfonage, infpired the earned: wifh, that it 

"night be accepted by the illuftrious Representative of that 

Family, under which my Father, for many years, difcharged 

the duties of a Clergyman. 

Both  the  late  Duke  of  BUCCLBUOH,   and  the  Eai,   rf 

DALKEXTH, diffinguifted Him by particular marks of their 

favour,  and I muft have forgotten Him,  if I couId W 

wafhed to offer the „rft Dedication of my literary Labours to 

any other than the Duke of BUCCLEUGII. 

I am, with the great eft refpett, 

My   LORD, 

Tour Grace's moft devoted 

Andmoft obedient humble Servant, 

WILL JAM JULIUS  MICKLE. 
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ERRATA. 

p. XXXV. 1. 29. for left, read left. 
p. 149. in the nods, fecond column, 1. 4, for where, read and. 
p. 156. 1. 9. for fpear-ftaff, read fpear-ftaffs. 
p. 204. fecond column of notes, for faces, read foes, 
p. 224. 1. 14. for ftreams, «a</fleams. 
p. 256. 1. 8. for clofen, read cloven. 
And in p. 293. firft column of the notes, and firft Vine, In placi of ten thoufand, read ten 

millions. Some other errors, moflly of punauation and orthography, will be obvious to 
the reader ; who will perceive, that the note on p. 279, and p. vii. of the Introduaion, 
were at prefs ere the peace between the Ruffians and Turks, and ere the prefent unhappy 
commotions in America. 

In p. xxxiv. of the Introduaion, 1. 16. firft column of the notes, after this fentence. All a 
miftake the reader is dcfired to add the follotving: Nor is the Author of Hiftcire Phi- 
lofophique, &c. lefs unhappy. Milled by the common opinion of Columbus, he has thus 
pompoufly cloathed it in the drefs of imagination — Un homme obfeur, fays he, plus a-vance 
qucfonftrele, Sec.—thus literally, an obfeure man, more advanced than his age in the know- 
ledge of aflronomy and navigation, propofed to Spain, happy in her internal dominion, to 
aggrandife herfelf abroad. Chriftopher Columbus felt, as if by inftinft, that there mufi 
be another continent, and that he was-to difcovcr it. The Antipodes, treated, by reafon 
itfelf as a chimera, and by fuperftition, as error and impiety, were in the eyes of this man 
of genius an inconteftible truth.    Full of this idea, one of the grandeft which could enter 
the human mind, he propofed, &c. The minifters of this Princcfs (Ifabel of Spain) 
efleemed at firft as a vifionary, a man who pretended  to difcovcr a world Thus the 
Abbe R  But be it our's to reftorc his due honours to the Prince of Portugal. Henry, &c. 

In p. clvii. of the IntroduMon, 1. 11, after, a Hector and a Priam, the reader is alfo 
defired to add: If Camoens has happily avoided the cxhauflcd contrail of fierce and mild 

' heroes, he has nevertheless been able to'givc his poem more manners than the Eneid. And 
if his'fubjeft obliged him to have lefs action than the Iliad, it has allowed him to difplay 
more emtnffcmtnt and fire, more of the real aflion of the conduct, diverted of the epifodes, 
than the Odyffey, though the Odyfley be efteemed the moll perfeft model of Epic compofition. 



INTRODUCTION 
TO    THE 

L    U    S     I     A    D. 
IF a concatenation of events centered in one great action, 

events which gave birth to the prefent Commercial Syftem 
of the World, if thefe be of the firfr. importance in the civil 
hiftory of mankind, the Lufiad, of all other poems, challenges 
the attention of the Philofopher, the Politician,- and the 
Gentleman. 

In contradiftin&ion  to the Iliad and iEneid,  the Paradife 
Loft has been called,the Epic Poem of Religion.    In the fame 
manner may the Lufiad be named the Epic Poem of Commerce. 
The happy completion of the moft important defigns of Henry 
Duke of Vifeo, Prince of Portugal, to whom Europe owes both 
Gama and Columbus, both the Eaftern and the Weftern Worlds, 
conftitutes the fubjecl of that celebrated Epic Poem, (known 
hitherto in England almoft only by name) which is now offered 
to the Englifli Reader.    But before we proceed to the hiftorical 
introduction neceffary to elucidate a poem founded on fuch an 
important period of hiftory, fome attention is due to the opi- 
nion of thofe Theorifts in political philofophy who lament that 
either India was ever difcovered, and who aflert that the in- 
creafe of Trade is only the parent of degeneracy, and the nurfe 
of every vice. 

Much indeed may be urged on this fide of the queftipn, but 
much alfo may be urged againfl every inftitution relative 'to man. - 
Imperfection, if not neceffary to humanity, is at leaft the cer- 
tain attendant on every thing human. Though fome part of 
the traffic with many countries refcmblc Solomon's impor- 
tation of apes and peacocks ; though the fuperfluities of life, 
•the   baubles   of the  opulent,   and even  the  luxuries   which 

b enervate 
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enervate the irrefoltite and adminifter difeafe, are introduced by 
commerce; the extent of the benefits which attend it are alfo 
to be confidered, ere the man of cool reafon will venture to 
pronounce that mankind are injured, are'rendered lefs virtUous> 
and lefs happy by the increafe of Commerce. 

If a view of the ftate of mankind, where Commerce opens 
no intercourfe between nation and nation be negle&ed, unjuft 
conclufions will  certainly follow.    Where  the ftate of bar- 
barians and of countries under the different degrees of civiliza- 
tion  are candidly weighed, we may reafonably expedt a juft 
decifion.    As evidently as   the  appointment of Nature gives 
pafture  to   the  herds,  as  evidently is  man  born for  fociety. 
As every other animal is-in its' natural ftate wlienin the fitua- 
tiOn which its inftindt requires ; fo' man, when his reafon is 
cultivated, is then, and only then, in  the ftate proper to his 
nature.    The life of the naked favage, who" feeds on acorns 
and-fleeps like a beaft in his den, is commonly called the na- 
tural ftate of man;   but  if  there be   any propriety   in  this 
aflertion, his rational faculties compofe no part of his nature, 
and were given not to be ufed.    If the favage therefore live in 
a ftate contrary to the appointment of nature, it- muft follow 
that he is not fo happy as nature intended him to be.    And a 
view of his true character will confirm this  conclufion.    The 
reveries, the fairy dreams of a R'ouffeau, may figure the paradifial 
life of a Hottentot, but it is only in fuch dreams that the happinefs- 

of the barbarian exifts. The favage, it is true, is reluctant to leave 
his manner of life; but unlefs we allow that he is a proper judge 
of the modes of living, his attachment to his own by no means 
proves that he is happier than he  might otherwife have been. 
His attachment only exemplifies the amazing power of habit in 
reconciling the human breaft to the moft uncomfortable fitua- 
tions.   If the intercourfe of mankind in fome inftances be intro- 
duclive of vice, the want of it as certainly excludes the exertion 
of the nobleft virtues ; and if the feeds of virtue are indeed in the 
heart, they often lie dormant, and unknown even to the favage 
pofleflor.    The moft beautiful defcription of a tribe of favages, 
which we may be aflured is from real life, occurs in thefe words; 
And the five fpies of Dan " came to Lai(h, and fait) the people that 
•were there, how they dwelt carelefs after the manner of the Zi- 
donians, quiet andfecure, and there was no magifrate in the land 

that 
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that might put them to Jhame in any thing .... And the fpies 
faid to their brethren, Arife, that we may go up againji them -, 
for we have feen the land, and behold it is- very good .... and 
they came unto Laifh, unto a people that were quiet andfecurc, and 
they /mote them with the edge of the fword, and burnt the city 
with fire i and there was no Deliverer, becaufe it was far from 
Zidon, and they had no bufinefs with any man However the 
happy fimplicity of this fociety maypleafe the man of fine ima- 
gination, the true philofopher will view the men of Laifh with 
other eyes.    However virtuous he may fuppofe one generation, 
the children of the next were fure to fink into every vice of" 
brutality.    When his wants are eafily fupplied, the manners of 
the favage will be fimple, and often humane, for the human 
heart is not vicious without objects of temptation.    But thefe 
will foon occur; he that gathers the greateft quantity of fruit 
will be envied by the lefs induftrious :   The human paffions 
will operate, and where there is no magiftrate to put to fhame 
in any thing,  depredation will   foon   difplay  all   its  horrors. 
And could fuch a tribe be fecured from the confequences  of 
their own  unreftrained paffions,   could even this impoffibility 
be furmounted, ftill are they a wretched prey to  the firft in- 
vaders,   and becaufe they have no   bufinefs   with   any   man, 
they will find no deliverer.    While human nature is the fame] 
the fate of Laifh   will always be the fate of  the weak and 
defencelefs; and thus the moft amiable defcription of favage 
life, raifes in our minds the  ftrongeft imagery of the mifery 
and impoffible continuance of fuch a ftate.    But if the view of 
Laifh then terminate in horror, with what contemplation fliall 
we behold the wilds of Africa and America ?  Immenfe   tradts 
peopled  by a few   tribes   fcattered at  great   diftances,   who . 
efteem and treat each other as beafts of the chace.   Attachment 
to their own tribe conftitutes their higheft idea of virtue; but 
this virtue includes the moft brutal depravity, makes them con- 
iider the man of every other tribe as one with whom nature had 
placed them in a ftate of war, and had commanded to deftroy*. 

"™*fi^>ty©f6™gem>nnera affords crcafe'   the Wronger commit depredation 
a philosophical account how the moil diftant on the weaker ; and thus from generation 
and inheritable climes were firft peopled. to generation, they who either dread jult 
When a Romu us erefts a monarchy and punishment or uniuft oppreffion, fly farther 
makes war on his neighbours, fome natu- and farther  in  fearch  of  that protcftior. 
rally fly to the wilds.    As their families in- which is only to be found in civilized fociety 

b 2 And 
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And to this principle their cuftoms and ideas of honour ferve as 
rituals and minifters. The ancient cruelties pracWed by the 
American favages on their prifoners of war (and war was their 
chief employment) convey every idea exprefled by the word 
diabolical, • and give a mofl: mocking view of the degradation 
of human nature. But what peculiarly completes the cha- 
racter of the favage, is his horrible fuperftition. In the mofl 
diftant nations the favage is in this the fame. The terror 
of evil fpirits continually haunts him, and his God is beheld as- 
a relentlefs tyrant, and is worfhipped often with cruel rites, 
always with a heart full of horror and fear. In all the numer- 
ous accounts of favage worfhip, one trace of filial dependance 
is not to be found. The very reverfe of that happy idea is the 
hell of the ignorant mind. Nor is this barbarifm confined 
alone to thofe ignorant tribes, whom wc call favages. The 
vulgar of every country poflefs it in certain degrees, propor- 
tionated to their opportunities of converfation with the more 
enlightened. Selfinhnefs, cruel and often cowardly ferocity,, 
together with the mofl: unhappy fuperftition, are every where 
the proportionate attendants of ignorance and fevere want. 
And ignorance and want are only removed by intercourfe and 
the offices of fociety. So felf-evident are thefe pofitions, that 
it requires an apology for infifting upon them ; but the apology 
is at hand. He who has read knows how many eminent wri- 
ters*, and he who has converfed knows how many refpe<ftable 

* The author of that voluminous work, thefe things neceflary,   and they are pur- 
lliJloirePhihfopbiqueiSPoUtique desEtabliffe- chafed by the painful labours of the mul- 
mens L£ du Commerce des Europeens dans les titude who  are  the  bafis of fociety.    To 
deux lndcs, is one of the many who affert what outrages is not the man of civil life 
that the favage is  happier than the civil expofed? if he has property it is in danger ; 
life.    His reafons are thus abridged :   The and government or authority is, according 
favage has no care or fear for the future, his to our author, the greateft of all evils.    If 
hunting and fifhing give him a certain fub- there is a famine in the north of America, 
fiflence.    He deeps found, and knows not the favage, led by the wind and the fun, 
the difeafes of cities.   He cannot want what can go to a better clime;  but in the horrors 
he does not defire, nor defirc that which he of famine,   war,   or  peftilcnce,   the ports, 
does not know, and vexation or grief do and barriers of polifhed ftates place the fub- 
not enter his foul.   He is not under the con- je&s in a prifon, where they mult perifh— 
troulof afuperior in his aftions; in a word, In relieroit encore—There ltill remains an 
fays our author, the favage only fu/Fers the infinite difference between the lot of the- 
evils of nature. civilized and the favage ; a difference, toute 

If the civilized, he adds, enjoy the ele- entiere,  all entirely to the difadvantage of 
gancies of life, have better food, and are fociety, that injuftice which reigns in the 
more   comfortably   defended   againfl   the inequality of fortunes and conditions.   "In, 
change of feafons, it is ufe which makes fine, fays he, as the wilh for independence 

is 
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names, conned the idea of innocence and happinefs with the 
life of the favage and the unimproved ruftic. To fix the cha- 
racter of the favage was therefore necefTnry, ere we examine the 
afTertion, that it had been happy for both the old and the new 
worlds if the Eaft and Weft Indies had never been difcovered. 
The bloodfhed and the attendant mileries which the unparral- 

whcre expofed to,  how their lands, if of 
any value, are fure to be feizcd by their 
more powerful neighbours, and millions of 
their pcrfons cnflaved by the more policed 
Hates.    He quite forgets the infinite ctijlance 
between the refources of the facial and fa- 
vage life; between the comforts adminiftered 
by fociety to infirmity and old age, and 
the miferable ftate of the favage when he 
can. no longer purfue his hunting and fifli- 
ing.    He alfo quite forgets the infinite dif- 
ference between the difcourfe of the favage 
hut,   and the ca-na deorum,   the friendlhip 
and converfation of refined and  elevated 
undcrftandings.    But to philofophife is the 
contagion which infefts the efprits forts of 
the  continent;   and under   the  mania of 
this difeafe, there is no wonder that com- 
mon fenfe is fo often crucified.    It is only 
the reputation of thofe who fupport fome 
opinions that will vindicate the ufe of re- 
futing them.  We may therefore, it is hoped, 
be forgiven, if, en bagatelle, we fmile at 
the triumph of our author, who thus fums. 
up his  arguments:    " 4/res tout,  tin met 
" peut termlner ce grandprtxes—After all, 
" one word will decide this grand difpute, 
«« Jifortement debatiue enlre lei pblhjopbei, 
" fo ftrongly camafTed among philofophers: 
" Demand of the man of civil life, if he 
" is happy ? Demand of the favage, if he 
" is miferable ?  If both anfwer, No, the 
" difpute is determined."    By no means.; 
for the bcaft that is contented to wallow in 
the mire, is by this argument in a happier 
Irate than  the man who has one wifh to 
fatisfy, however reafonably he may hope to 
do it by his induflry and virtue. 

is one of the firft inftin&s of man, he who 
can join to the pofleflion of this primitive 
right, the moral fecurity of a fubfiftence, 
(which we were juft told the favage could 
do) is incomparably more happy than_ the 
rich man furrounded with laws, fuperiors, 
prejudices   and faihions,   which endanger 
his liberty."  

Such are the fentiments of a writer, whofe 
hiflorical intelligence has acquired him a 
reputation on the continent; and as he is 
not Angular in his eftimatc of favage hap- 
pinefs, his abfurdities merit fome observa- 
tion.    And nothing can be more evident, 
than that if habit deftroy the reliih of the 
elegancies of life, habit alfo will deftroy 
the pleafure of hunting and fifhing, when 
thefe  are the folc bufinefs of the favage. 
You may as well fay, a poftillion jaded with 
fatigue and ihivering with wet and cold, is 
extremely happy becaufe gentlemen ride on 
horfeback for their pleafure.   That we can- 
not want what we do not defirc, nor defire 
what we do not know, are juft pofitions; 
but does it follow, that fuch ftate is happier 
than that which brings the wifhes and cares 
of civil life ?  By no means: For, accord- 
ing to this argument, infcnfibility and hap- 
pinefs proceed in the fame gradation, and 
of confequence an oyfter * is the happielt 
of all animals.    The advantages afcribed 
to the favage over the civilized in the time 
of war and famine, in the equality of rank, 
and fecurity of liberty,   outrage common 
fenfe, and are (hiking inllances that no ab- 
furdities are too grofs  for  the reveries of 
modern   philofophy.     This  author  quite 
forgets what dangers the favages are every 

" And our author in reality goes as far, " Temoln cet Kcoffois, Witnefs that Scotchman, fays he.'who 
being left alone on the ifle of Fernandez, was only unhappy while his memory remained ; but when his 
natural wants fo engrofTed him that he forgot his country, his language, his name, and even the articu- 
lation of words, this European, at the cod of four years, found lumfclf eafed of the burden of focul 
lite, in having the happinefs to lofe the ufe of reflection, of thefe thoughts which led him back to the part, 
or taught him to dread the future." But this is as erroncus in faft, as fuch happinefs is falfe in philofophy. 
Alexander Selkirk fell into no fuch ftate of happy idcotifm ; and on his return to England, the remem- 
brance of his fuffcrings on the illc of Fernandez, afforded the hint of RobiDfoii Crufoe. 

lelled 
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Idled rapine and cruelties of the Spaniards fpread over the new 
world,  indeed difgrace human nature.     The great and flou- 
n flung  empires of Mexico and Peru,   fteeped  in  the blood 
of forty millions of their fons, prefent a melancholy profped, 
which mull excite the indignation of every good heart.    Yet 
fuch  defolation is not  the certain  confequence of difcovery. 
And even fhould we allow that the depravity of human nature 
is fo great, that the avarice of the merchant and rapacity of the 
foldier  will   overwhelm  with   mifery  every   new  difcovered 
country, ftill are'there other, more comprehenfive views, to'be 
taken, ere we decide againft the intercourfe introduced by na- 
vigation.   When we weigh the happinefs of Europe in the fcale 
of political philofophy, we are not to confine our eye to the 
dreadful ravages of Attila the Hun, or of Alaric the Goth.    If 
the waters of a ftagnated lake are difturbed by the fpade when 
led into new channels, we ought  not  to  inveigh  againft  the 
alteration becaufe the waters are fouled at the firft; we are to 
wait to fee the ftreamlets refine and fpread beauty and utility 
through a thoufand vales which they never vifited before.   Such 
were the conquefts of Alexander, temporary evils, but civiliza- 
tion and happinefs followed in the bloody trad:.    And though 
difgraced with every barbarity, happinefs has alfo followed the 
conquefts of the Spaniards in the other hemifphere.    Thoueh 
the villainy of the Jefuits defeated their fchemes of civilization 
in   many  countries,   the  labours  of that  fociety  have   been 
crowned with a fuccefs in Paraguay and in Canada, which does 
them the greateft honour.    The cuftoms and cruelties of many 
American tribes ftill difgrace human nature, but in Paraguay and 
Canada the natives have been brought to relifh the bleflings 
of fociety and the arts of virtuous and civil life.    If Mexico is 
notfo populous as it once was, neither is it fo barbarous*; the 

• Theinnoccnt fimplicity of the Americans 
in their conferences with the Spaniards, and 
the horrid cruelties they fuifered, divert our 
view from their complete character. But al- 
moft ever)' thing was horrid in their civil cuf- 
toms and religious rites. In fome tribes, 
to cohabit with their mothers, filters, and 
daughters, was efteemed the means of do- 
meltic peace. In others, catamites were 
maintained in every village; they went 
from houfe to houfe as they pleafed, and it 
was unlawful to xefufe them what victuals 

they chufed. In every tribe, the cap- 
tives taken in war were murdered with the 
moft wanton cruelty, and afterwards devoured 
by the viftors. Their religious rites were, 
if poffible, ftill more horrid. The abomina- 
tions of ancient Moloch were here out- 
numbered ; children, virgins, flaves, and 
captives, bled on different altars, to appeafe 
their various gods. If there was a fcarcity 
of human victims, the priefls announced 
that the gods were dying of thirft for human 
blood.    And to prevent a threatened famine 

by 
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flirieks of-the human viftim do riot now refound from temple 
to-temple, nor does the human heart, held up reeking to the" 
Sun, imprecate the vengeance of heaven on the guilty empire. 
And however impolitically defpotic the Spanifh governments may 
be, flill do thefe colonies enjoy the opportunities of improvement, 
which in every age arife from the knowledge of commerce arid* 
of letters,  opportunities which were never enjoyed in South- 
America under the reigns of Montezuma and Atabalipa.    But 
if from Spanifh we turn our eyes to Britifh America* what a 
glorious profpedl! Here once on the wild lawn, perhaps tWice'iri- 
the year, a fewfavage hunters kindled their evening fire, kindled 
it more to proteftthem from evil fpirits and beafts of prey, than 
from the cold, and with their feet pointed to it,flept on the ground. 
Here now population fpreads her thoufands, and fociety appears 
in all its bleflings of mutual help, and the mutual lights-of in- 
tellectual improvement.    «« What work of art, or power, or 
" public utility, has ever equalled the glory of having peopled 
" a continent, without guilt or bloodfhed, with a multitudeof 
" free and happy common-wealths, to have given them the 

1 beft arts of life  and government!"    This,   indeed, is  the 
greateft glory of the Britifh crown, « a greater than any other 

by fupplying the altars, the kings of Mexico       cemented  with   lime.    In   fome of thefe 
we.e obfed to make war on the neigh-       towers Andrew de Tapia oneway counted   ' 
bounng ftates    The pr.foners of either fide       ,36,000  fkulls.     Darin/ the   wiwth 
died by the hand of the prieft. But the Cortez they increafed thefr ufual TaTrirTces 
number of the Mexican faenfices fo greatly till prieft and people were ircd of the r 
exceeded thofc of other natons,   that the       bloodv reHrion     P„.„„.-» -   u /r     r 
^calanswho^hunteddownforthispur! dSntl^^ompS    ot^/th™ 
pofe.readilyjomedCortezwithabout 200,000 they  were  wearv of their ^,Ti   ,SA  • 
men   and  fired by the moft fixed hatred, t Jted h m TtTacf them h^'w     C 
enabled h™ to make one great facrifice of though the Peruvians, it £ faYd   w«e nVore 
the   Mexican   nation.     Who   that  views nolinied  ^^Zf    ■?        -T IWeviro    A„.„.J  •_   k ,      , poinned, and did not facrifice quite fo many 
Mexico,   ftceped  in  her own blood,  can as the Mexicans, yet 200 children was the 
reftnun the emot.on which whifpers to him, ufual hecatomb Jthe health o"theYnca 

S „f rh r   r d  A KCaVun _By the nUm" and a much l^g« °ne of all ranks honoured 

pic of Vit7uliDutzli   A T>    . .a*    A      Q" I ,tUi Wh,1<^h Was narrow at t0P> when five 
tan 'SimTwS ' ffcriL fn'fourC &±l     I "t' *%■ ^ i" P ,hU 

And, according to the beft accous   the held       *   \ * ^T?. fllnt> and "?«' *" 
annual facrificef of Mexico required feveml othls^rlhlS ^T J° *' tl thc 

thoufands.    The fall, of the'viclims ftS fta     neaT £  L" and imlVif?^ °f 

times were hung on firings which reached ceeded to   he nex ' facrifice     See AcoC 
from tree to tree around their temples, and Gomara   Carer!   tL if        to Acoib' 
fomctime,   were  built up in  towers' and ChXv   &1 &c      "*" °f C°"SZ f° 

" nation 
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" nation ever acquired ;" and from the confequences of the 
genius of Henry, Duke of Vifeo, did the Britifli American 
empire arife, an empire which moil probably will one day be 
the glory of the world. 

Stubborn indeed muft be the Theorift, who will deny the im- 
provement, virtue and happinefs, which in.the refult, the voyage 
of Columbus has fpread over the Weftern World. The happinefs 
which Europe and Afia have received from the intercourse with 
each other, cannot hitherto, it muft be owned, be compared 
either with the pofleffion of it, or the fource of its increafe 
eftablifhed in America. Yet let the man of the moft melan- 
choly views eftimate all the wars and depredations which are 
charged upon the Portuguefe and other European nations, ftill 
will the Eaftern World appear confiderably advantaged by the 
voyage of Gama. If feas of blood have been fried by the Por- 
tuguefe, nothing new was introduced into India. War and de- 
predation were no unheard of ftrangers on the banks of the 
Ganges, nor could the nature of the civil eftablifhments of the 
eaftern nations fecure a lading peace. The ambition of their 
native princes was only diverted into new channels, into chan- 
nels, which in the natural courfe of human affairs, will cer- 
tainly lead to permanent governments, eftablifhed on improved 
laws and juft dominion. Yet even ere fuch governments are 
formed, is Afia no lofer by the arrival of Europeans. The 
horrid maflacrcs and unbounded rapine which, according to 
their own annals, followed the victories of their Afian con- 
querors, were never equalled by the worft of their European 
vanquishers. Nor is the eftablifhment of improved govern- 
ments in the Eaft the dream of theory. The fuperiority of the 
civil and military arts of the Britifli, notwithftanding the hate- 
ful character of fonic individuals, is at this day beheld in India 
with all the aftonifhment of admiration, and all the defire of 
imitation. This, however retarded by various caufes, muft in 
time have a moft important effect, muft fulfil the prophecy of 
Camoens, and transfer to the Britifli the high compliment he 
pays to his countrymen ; 

Beneath their fway majeftic, wife and mild, 
JProud of her victor's laws thrice happier India fmilcd. 

In 
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In former ages, and within thefe few years, the fertile em- 
pire of India has exhibited every fcene of human mifery, under 
the undiltinguifhing ravages of their Mohammedan and native 
princes;  ravages only equalled in European hiftory by thofe 
committed under Attila, furnamed the fcourge of God, and the 
deftroyer of nations.   The ideas of patriotifm and of honour were 
feldom known in the cabinets of the eaftern princes till the arrival 
of the Europeans.    Every fpecies of afTaffination was the policy 
of their courts, and every act of unreftrained rapine and mal- 
facre followed the path of victory.    But  fome of the Portu-' 
guefe governors, and many of the Englifh officers, have taught 
them,   that humanity to the conquered is the beft, the trueft 
policy.    The brutal ferocity of their own conquerors is now 
the object of their greateil dread; and the fuperiority of the 
Britifh in war has convinced their * princes, that an alliance with 
the Britifh is the furefr, guarantee of their national peace and 
profperity.    While the Englifh Eafl India Company are poflel- 
fed of their prefent greatnefs, it is in their power to difFufe over 
the Eafr, every blefling which flows from the wifeft and moft 
humane policy, a policy till of late unknown, even in idea, in 
Afia.    Long ere the Europeans arrived, a failure of the crop of 
rice, the principal food of India, has fpread the devaluations of 
famine over the populous" plains of Bengal.    And never, from 
the feven years famine of ancient Egypt to the prefent day, was 
there a natural fcarcity in any country which did not enrich the 
proprietors of the granaries.    The Mohammedan princes and 
Moorifh traders have often added all the horrors of an artificial 
to a natural famine.    But however fome Portuguefe or other 
governors may ftand accufed, much was left for the humanity 
of the more exalted policy of an Albuquerque or a Caftro. And 
under fuch European governors as thefe,  the diftrefles of the 
Eaft have often been alleviated by a generofity of conduct, and 
a train of refourccs formerly unknown in Afia.    The introduc- 
tion of the Britifh laws into Tndia, of laws already admired as the 
dictates of heaven, mull, in the courfe of ages, have a wide and 
fhipendous effect.  . The abject fpirit of Afian fubmiflion, will 
be taught to fee, and to claim thofe rights of nature, of which 

• Mahommed AH Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic, declared, " I met the Britifh with 
" that freedom of opennefs which they love, and I efteem ii mr honour as well as fecurity 
" to be [he ally of iuch a nation of princes." 

c the 
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the difpirited and pafiive * Gentoos could, till lately, hardly 
form an idea.    From this, as naturally as the noon fucceeds the 
dawn; "mud  the  other  bleflings of civilization  arife.     And 
though the four great tribes of India are almoft inacceffible 
to the introduction of other manners and of other literature 
than their own, happily there  is  one dcfpifed tribe, who are 
not bound by their fuperftition to rejedt the advantages which 
flow from an inter-community with civilized Grangers.    Nor 
may the political  philofopher be deemed an enthufiafr, who 
would boldly prophefy, that unlefs the Britifli are driven from 
India, that tribe, the defpifed Hallachores, into which the re- 
fule of the reft are now excommunicated, will in the courfe of 
a few centuries, from the advantages received from intercom- 
munity, bear fuch a fuperiority over the others, that the others 
will be induced to break the (hackles of their abfurd fuperfti- 
tions, (which almoft in every inftance $ are contrary to the feel- 
ings and wifhes of nature) and will be led to partake of thofe 
advantages which arife from the free fcope and due cultivation 
of the rational powers.    Nor can the obftinacy even of the 
conceited Chinefe always refift the defire of imitating the Eu- 
ropeans, a people who in  arts and in arms are fo greatly fu- 
perior to themfelves.    The ufe of the twenty-four letters, by 
which we can exprefs every language, appeared at firft as mi- 
raculous, to   the  Chinefe.     Prejudice cannot  always  deprive 
that people,  who are not deficient in felfifh  cunning, of the 
eafe and expedition of an alphabet; and it is eafy to forefee, 
that,   in  the courfe of a few centuries,   fome alphabet  will 
certainly take place of the 60,000 arbitrary marks, which now 
render the cultivation of the Chinefe literature not only a la- 
bour of the  utmoft  difficulty, but  even impoflible to attain, 
beyond a very limited degree.     And from  the   introduction 
of an alphabet, what improvements may not be expe&ed from 
the laborious induftry of the Chinefe!    Though moft obfti- 
nately attached to  their old cuftoms, yet there is a tide in 
the manners of nations which is fudden and rapid, and which 
ads with a kind of inftin&ive fury againft ancient prejudice 
and abfurdity.    It was that nation of merchants, the Phoeni- 

• See the note on the VII. Lufiad. 
I Every man mud follow his father's trade, and mud marry a daughter of the fame oc- 

cupation.   Innumerable are "their other barbarous reftridlions of genius and inclination. 
cians, 
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cians, which diffufed the ufe of letters through the ancient, 
-and Commerce will undoubtedly diffufe the fame bleffings 
through the modern world. 

To this view of the political happinefs, which is fure to be 
introduced in proportion to civilization, let the Divine add 
what may be reafonably expected from fuch opportunity of the 
increafe of Religion. A factory of merchants, indeed, has fel- 
<Jom been found to be the fchool of piety; yet, when the ge- 
neral manners of a people become affimilated to thofe of a 
more rational worfhip, fomething more than ever was produced 
by an infant miffion, or the neighbourhood of an infant colony, 
may then be reafonably expected, and even foretold. 

In estimating the political happinefs of a people, nothing is 
of greater importance than their capacity of, and tendency to, 
improvement. As a dead lake will continue in the fame flate 
for ages and ages, fo would the bigotry and fupcrftitions of the 
Eaft continue the fame. But if the lake is begun to be opened 
■into a thoufand rivulets, who knows over what unnumbered 
fields, barren before, they may diffufe the bleffings of fertility, 
and turn a dreary wildernefs into a land of fociety and joy. 

In contraft to this, let the Golden Coaft and other immenfe 
regions of Africa be contemplated : 

Afric behold; alas, what altered view ! 
Her lands uncultured, and her fons untrue; 
Ungraced with all that fweetens human life, 
Savage and fierce they roam in brutal flrife ; 
Eager they grafp the gifts which culture yields, 
Yet naked roam their own neglected fields  
Unnumber'd tribes as beflial grazers flray, 
By laws unform'd, unform'd by Reafon's" fway. 
Far inward flretch the mournful fteril dales, 
Where on the parch'd hill-fide pale famine wails. 

LUSIAD X. 

JO-. 
t> 

Let us view what millions of thefeunhappy favages are dra< 
ged from their native fields, and cut off for ever from all the 
hopes and all the rights to which human birth entitled them. 
And who would hefitate to pronounce that Negro the greatefl 
of patriots,   who,   by teaching his  countrymen   the   arts   of 

c  2 fociety 
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fociety, fhould teach them to defend themfelves in thepof- 
feflion of their fields, their families, and their own perfonal 
liberties ? ^ 

Evident however at it is, that the voyages of Gama and Co7 
lumbus have already carried a fuperior degree of happinefs, and 
the promife of infinitely more, to the Eaftern and Weflem 
worlds; yet the advantages derived from the difcovery of thefe 
regions to Europe may perhaps be denied. But let us view 
what Europe was, ere the genius of Don Henry gave birth to 
the fpirit of modern difcovery. 

Several ages before this period the feudal fyftem had degene- 
rated into the mofl abfolute tyranny.   The barons exercifed the 
mofl defpotic authority over their vaflals, and every fcheme of 
public utility was rendered   impracticable by their continual 
petty wars with each other; and to which they led their de- 
pendends as dogs to the chace.    Unable to read, or to write his 
own name, the Chieftain was entirely pofiefied by the mofl ro- 
mantic opinion of military glory, and the fong of his domeftic 
minftrel -conftituted his  highefl idea of fame.    The Claflics 
flept on the fhelves of the monaftries, their dark, but happy 
afylum, while the life of the monks refembled that of the fat- 
tened beeves which loaded their tables.   Real abilities were in- 
deed poffefied by a Duns Scotus and a few others; but thefe 
were loft: in the moft trifling fubtleties of a fophiftry, which 
they dignified with the name of cafuiftical Divinity.    Whether 
Adam and Eve were created with navels, and how many thou- 
fand angels might at the fame inftant dance upon the point of 
the fineft needle without one joftling another, were two of the 
feveral  topics of like importance which excited  the acumen 
and engaged the controverfies of the Learned.    While every 
branch of philofophical, of rational inveftigation, was thus un- 
purfucd and unknownj  Commerce, incompatible in itfelf with 
the  feodal   fyftem,   was  equally  negle&ed  and  unimproved. 
Where the mind is enlarged and enlightened by Learning, plans 
of Commerce will rife into action, and which, in return, will, 
from every part of the earth, bring new acquirements to phi- 
lofophy and fcience.    The birth of Learning and Commerce 
may be different, but their growth is mutual and dependent 
upon each other.    They not only affifr. each other, but the 
fame enlargement of mind which is neceffary for perfection 

in 
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in the one, is alfo neceflary for perfection in the other; and 
the fame cauifes impede, and are alike deftru&ive "of'b'dth: 
The INTERCOURSE of mankind is the parent of both. "'Ac- 
cording to the confinement or extent of Intercourfe, barbarity 
or civilization proportionably prevail. In the dark Mdnkifti 
ages, the Intercourfe of the learned was as much impeded and 
confined as that of the merchant. A few unwieldy vefTets 
coafted the mores of Europe, and mendicant friars and ignorant 
pilgrims carried a miferable account of what was palling jri 
the world from monaftery to monaftery. What Do&or had laft 
difputed on the peripatetic philofophy at fomeuniverfity; and 
what new herefy had laft appeared, comprifed the whole of 
their literary intelligence ; and which was delivered with little 
accuracy, and received with as little attention. While this thick 
cloud of mental darknefs overfpread the weftern' world, was 
Don Henry prince of Portugal born, born to fet mankind free 
from the feodal fyftem, and to give to the whole world every 
advantage, every light that may poflibly be diffufed by the Inter- 
courfe of unlimited commerce: 

IMit; 
— For then from ancient gloom emerg'd 

t <> The rifing world of Trade : the Genius, then, 
Of Navigation, that in hopelefs floth 
Had flumber'd on the yaft Atlantic deep 
For idle ages, ftarting heard at laft 
The Lufitanian Prince, who, heaven-infpir'd, 
To love of ufeful glory rous'd mankind, 
And in unbounded Commerce mixt the world.        THOM. 

In contraft to the melancholy view of human nature, funk 
in barbarifm and benighted with ignorance, let the prefent ftate 
of Europe be impartially eftimated. Yet though the great in- 
creafe of opulence and learning cannot be denied, there are 
fome who aflert, that virtue and happinefs have as greatly de- 
clined. And the immenfe overflow of riches, from the Eaft in 
particular, has been pronounced big with deftrudtion to the Bri- 
tifh empire. Every thing human, it is true, has its dark as well 
as its bright fide; but let thefe popular complaints be examined, 
and it will be found, that modern Europe, and the Britifh em- 
pire in a very particular manner, have received the greateft and 
moft folid advantages from the modern enlarged fyftem of Com- 

merce 
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merce. The magic of the old romances, which could make 
the raoft withered, deformed hag, appear as the moft beautiful 
virgin, is every day verified in popular declamation. Ancient 
days are there painted in the mod amiable fimplicity, and the 
modern in the moft odious colours. Yet what man of fortune 
in England lives in that ftupendous grofs luxury,which every day 
was exhibited in the Gothic caftles of the old Chieftains! Four 
or five hundred knights and fquires in the domeftic retinue of a 
warlike earl was not uncommon, nor was the pomp of embroi- 
dery inferior to the profufe wafte of their tables; in both in- 
ftances unequalled by all the mad excefies of the prefent age. 

While the Baron thus lived in all the wild glare of Gothic 
luxury, agriculture was almofl: totally neglected, and his meaner 
vaffals fared harder, infinitely lefs comfortably, than the meaneft 
induflrious labourers of England do now. Where the lands ane 
uncultivated, the peafants, ill-cloathed, ill-lodged, and poorly 
fed, pafs their miferable days in floth and filth, totally ignorant 
of every advantage, of every comfort which nature lays at their 
feet. He who paffes from the trading towns and cultured fields 
of England, to thofe remote villages of Scotland or Ireland, 
which claim this defcription, is aftonifhed at the comparative 
wretchednefs of their deftitute inhabitants-, but few confider, 
that thefe villages only exhibit a view of what Europe was, ere 
the fpirit of Commerce difFufed the bleflings which naturally 
flow from her improvements. In the Hebrides the failure of a 
harveit almofl: depopulates an ifland. Having little or no traffic 
to purchafe grain, numbers of the young and hale betake them- 
felves to the continent in queft of employment and food, leaving 
a few, lefs adventurous, behind, to beget a new race, the heirs 
of the fame fortune. Yet, from the fame caufe, from the want 
of traffic, the kingdom of England has often felt more dread- 
ful effedts than thefe. Even in the days when her Henries and 
Edwards plumed themfelves with the trophies of France, how 
often has Famine fpread all her horrors over city and village ? 
Our modern hiftories negledt this characteriftical feature of an- 
cient days; but the rude chronicles of thefe ages inform us, 
that three or four times, in almofl: every reign of continuance, 
was England thus vifited. The failure of the crop was then 
feverely felt, and two bad harvefts together were almofl: infup- 
portable.    But Commerce has now opened another fcene, has 

armed 
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armed Government with the happieft power that can be exerted 
by the rulers of a nation ; the power to prevent every extremi- 
ty * which may poflibly arife from bad harvefts; extremities, 
which, in former ages, were efteemed more dreadful vifitations 
of the wrath of heaven, than the peftilence itfelf. Yet mo- 
dern London is not fo certainly defended againft the latter, its 
antient vifitor in almoft every reign, than the Commonwealth by 
the means of Commerce, under ajuft and humane government, 
is fecured againft the ravages of the former. If, from thefe great 
outlines of the happinefs enjoyed by a commercial over an un- 
commercial nation, we turn our eyes to the manners, the ad- 
vantages will be found no lefs in favour of the civilized. 

Whoever is inclined to declaim on the vices of the pre- 
fent age, let him read, and be convinced, that the Gothic 
ones were lefs virtuous. If the fpirit of chivalry prevented ef- 
feminacy, it was the fofter-father of a ferocity of manners, 
now happily unknown. Rapacity, avarice, and effeminacy are 
the vices afcribed to the increafe of Commerce; and in fome 
degree, it muft be confefled, they follow her fteps. Yet infi- 
nitely more dreadful, as every palatinate in Europe often felt, 
were the effects of the two firft under the feodal Lords, than 
poflibly can be experienced under any fyftem of trade. The 
virtues and vices of human nature are the fame in every age : 
they only receive different modifications, and are dormant or 
awaked into adion under different circumftances. The feodal 
Lord had it infinitely more in his power to be rapacious than 
the merchant. And whatever avarice may attend the trader, 
his intercourfe with the reft of mankind lifts him greatly above 
that brutifh ferocity which actuates the favage, often the 
ruftic, and in general characterifes the ignorant part of man- 
kind. The abolition of the feodal fyftem, a fyftem of abfolute 
flavery, and that equality of mankind, which affords the pro- 
tection of property, and every other incitement to induftry, are 
the glorious gifts which the fpirit of Commerce, awaked by 
prince Henry of Portugal, has beftowed upon Europe in gene- 
ral ; and, as if directed by the manes of his mother, a daughter 
of England, upon the Britifh empire in particular.    In the vice 

• Extremity; for it were both highly unjuft and impolitic in government, to allow im- 
portation in fuch a degree as might be deflruftive of domcftic agriculture, when there is a 
real failure of the harvcft. 

Of 
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of effeminacy alone, perhaps, do we exceed our anceftors; yet 
even here we have infinitely the advantage over them.    The 
brutal ferocity of former ages is now loft, and the general mind 
is humanifed.    The favage bread is the native foil of revenge; 
a vice, of all others, ingratitude excepted, peculiarly ftampt 
with the character of hell.    But the mention of this was re- 
ferved for the character of the favages of Europe.    The favage 
of every country is implacable when injured, but among fome, 
revenge has its meafure. The wilds of America hear the hoftile 
parties join in their mutual lamentations over the murdered, and 
whom, as an oblivion of malice, they bury together.    But the 
meafure of revenge, never to be full, was left for the demi- 
favages of Europe.    The vaflals of the feudal Lord entered 
into his quarrels with the moft inexorable rage.    Juft or unjuft 
was no confideration of theirs.    It was a family feud ; no far- 
ther enquiry was made; and from age to age, the parties, who 
never injured each other, breathed nothing but mutual rancour 
and revenge.    And actions, fuitable to this horrid fpirit, every 
where confefl'ed its violent influence.    Such were the late days 
of Europe, admired by the ignorant for the innocence of man- 
ners.    Refentment of injury indeed is natural; and there is a 
degree which is honeft, and though warm, far from inhuman. 
But if it is the hard taflc of humanifed virtue to preferve the 
feeling  of an injury unmixt with  the flighted criminal wifh 
of revenge, how impoflible is it for the favage, to attain the 
dignity of forgivenefs, the greateft ornament of human nature. 
As in  individuals,  a virtue  will  rife into a  vice, generofity 
into blind profufion, and even mercy into criminal lenity, fo 
civilifed manners will lead the opulent into effeminacy.     But 
let it be  confidered,   this  confequence is  by no  means   the 
certain refult of civilization.     Civilization,   on the contrary, 
provides the certain preventive of this evil.    When refinement 
degenerates into whatever enervates the mind, whenever frivo- 
loufnefs predominates, literary ignorance is  fure to complete 
the effeminate chara&cr.  A mediocrity of virtues and of talents 
is the lot of the great majority of mankind; and even this me- 
diocrity,   if cultivated by a liberal   education, will  infallibly 
iccure its pofl'eflbr againft thofe excefles of effeminacy which 
are really culpable.    To be of plain manners it is not neceflary 
to be a down,  or to wear coarfe cloaths; nor is  it neceifary 

to 
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to lie on the ground and feed like the favage, to be truly 
manly.^ The beggar who, behind the hedge, divides his offals 
with his dog, has often more of the real fenfualift than he who 
dines at an elegant table. Nor need we hefitate to aflert, that 
he who, unable to preferve a manly elegance of manners, dege-- 
nerates into the petit maitre, would have been, in any age or 
condition, equally infignificant and worthlefs. Some, when 
they talk of the debauchery of the prefent age, feem to think 
that the former were all innocence. But this is ignorance of 
human nature. The debauchery of a barbarous age is grofs and 
brutal; that of a gloomy fuperftitious one, fecret, exceffive, and 
murderous: that of a more polifhed one, not to make an apo- 
logy, much happier for the fair fex*, and certainly not fo bad. 
If one difeafe has been imported from Spanim America, the 
moft valuable medicines have likewife been brought from thefc 
regions; and diftempers, which were thought invincible by our 
forefathers, are now cured. If the luxuries of the Indies ufher 

■r 1° u°Ur tabks' the confeq"ence is not unknown ; the 
wile and the temperate receive no injury, and intemperance has 
been the deftroyer of mankind in every age. The opulence of 
ancient Rome produced a luxury of manners which proved fatal 
to that mighty empire. But the effeminate fenfualifts of thefe 
ages were not men of intellectual cultivation. The enlarged 
jdeas, the generous and manly feelings, infpired by a liberal 
educanon, were utterly unknown to them. Unformed by that 
wifdom which arifes from fcience, they were grofs barbarians, 
drefled m the mere outward tinfel of civilization f.    Where 

Pineis   the Author of H.JIo.re Pb,loJopbiqut       reafon is obvious.    The men of fortune 

he fee!in* of love     In a fe? ^""r °f      bra"ch °f k™»^Z<> and were thereforl ine reeling of io\e.    In a little while, fays       unable to hold the reirrns of emnire     T\Z 

t The degenerac, & the £n,an litera-      S^O^ ^ ^ 
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the enthufiafm of military honour charatterifes the rank of 
gentlemen, that nation will rife into empire. But no fooner 
does conqueft give a continued fecurity» than the mere foldier 
degenerates; and the old veterans are foon fucceeded by a new, 
generation, illiterate as their fathers, but deftitute of their vir- 
tues and experience. Luxury prevails; titles, and family are 
the only merit, and the whole body of the. nobility are utterly 
ignorant of the principles of commerce and true policy. A 
flately grandeur is preferved, but it is only outward, all is de- 
cayed within, and on the firft ftorm the weak fabrick falls to 
the dull. Thus rofe and thus fell the empire of Rome, and 
the much wider one of Portugal. But mod eflentially diffe- 
rent from this is the prefent character of the Britifh nation : 
Science and every branch of liberal ftudy have here taken 
deep root, and fpread their fruitful boughs wide over the un- 
rivalled empire. Our politicians of the day may declaim as 
ignorant paflion leads them, but the true character of the pre- 
fent age, compared with that of the laft and the preceding 
centuries, does honour to human nature. Neither do the flavifh 
principles of the Royalifts of the laft century, nor the uncon- 
ftitutional fury of the Republicans, conftitute the prefent ge- 
neral character. A fpirit more manly than that of the former, 
more rational, more liberal than that of both, predominates in; 
every branch of the people. The weaknefs of effeminacy 
has neither appeared in the Camp nor in the Senate. The ad- 
vantages of cultivated talents, on the contrary, never fhone 
forth with greater luftre, than the prefent age has beheld them 
difplayed, in the difputes of the Senate and in the arts of war. 
And if thus we are defended againft the evils of effeminacy,, 
we may ajfo prefume, that the fame liberal cultivation of the 
minds of the Great will preferve us from thofe evils which other 
nations have fuffered from the fudden influx of enormous 
wealth. The wifdom of legiflature might certainly have pre- 
vented every evil which Spain and Portugal have experienced 
from their acquifitions in the two Indies *.    But what other. 

* The foidiers and navigators were the only confiderable gainers by their acquirements in. 
the Indies.    Though agriculture and manufactory are the natural ftrength of a nation; and 
though the true ufe of colonization is to increafe thefe in the mother country, thefe received 
little or no increafe in Spain and Portugal by the great acquifitions of thefe crowns.   But of 
this hereafter. 

than 
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than the "total eclipfe of their glory could be expe&ed from a 
nobility, rude and unlettered as thofe of Portugal are de- 
fcribed by the author of the Lufiad, a court and nobility, 
who fealed the truth of all his complaints againfl them; 
by fuffering that great man, the light of their age, to die 
in an alms-houfe ! What but the fall of their ftate could be 
expe&cd from barbarians like thefe 1 Nor can the annals of 
mankind produce one inftance of the fall of empire, where the 
character of the grandees was other than that afcribed to his 
countrymen by Camoens. 

No leflbn can be of greater national importance than the 
hiftory of the rife and the fall of a commercial empire. The 
view of what advantages were acquired, and of what might 
have been frill added; the means by which fuch empire might 
have been continued, and the errors by which it was loft, are 
as particularly confpicuous in the naval and commercial hiftory 
of Portugal, as if Providence had intended to give a lafting 
example to mankind; a chart, where the courfe of the fafe 
voyage is pointed out, and where the Shelves and rocks, and 
the feafons of tempeft are difcovered, and foretold. 

The hiftory of Portugal, as a naval and commercial power, 
begins with the defigns of Prince Henry. But as the enter- 
pnzes of this great man, and the completion of his defigns 
are intimately .connected with the ftate of Portugal, a fhort 
view of the progrefs of the power, and of the character of that 
kingdom, will be neceffary to elucidate the hiftory of the re- 
vival .of commerce, and the fubjedt of the Lufiad. 

During the centuries, when the effeminated Roman pro- 
vinces of Europe were defolated by the irruptions of northern 
or Scythian barbarians, the Saracens, originally a wandering; 
banditti of Afiatic Scythia, fpread the fame horrors of brutal 
conqueft over the fineft countries of the eaftern world. The " 
?°™n conquerors of the finer Princes of Europe embraced 
the Chnftian religion as profeffed by the monks, and, contented 
with the luxuries of their new fettlements, their military fpirit 
foon declined. Their ancient brothers, the Saracens, on the 
other hand, having embraced the religion of Mohammed, their 
rage of war received every addition which may poffibly be in- 
fpired by religious enthufiafm. Not only the fpoils of the van- 
quiflied, but their beloved Paradife itfelf was to be obtained by 
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their fabres, by extending the faith of their prophet by force 
of arms  and  ufurpation of dominion.    Strengthened and m- 
fpired by a commiflion which they efteemed divine, the ra- 
pidity of their conquefts far exceeded thofe of the Goths and 
Vandals.      A  great  majority   of   the   inhabitants   of   every 
country they fubdued embraced their religion, imbibed their 
•principles, united in their views, and the profeflbrs Moham- 
medifm became the moft formidable combination that ever was 
leagued together againft the  reft of mankind.    Morocco and 
the adjacent countries, at this time amazingly populous, had 
now received the doctrines of the Koran, and incorporated with 
the Saracens.   And the Turkifh arms fpread flaughter and def- 
lation from the fouth of Spain to Italy and the iflands of the 
Mediterranean.    All the rapine and carnage committed by the 
Gothic conquerors were now amply returned on their lefs war- 
like pofterity.    In Spain, and the province now called Portugal 
the Mohammedans erected powerful kingdoms, and their luit 
of conqueft threatened deftrudtion to every Chriftian power. 
But a romantic military fpirit revived in  Europe, under the 
aufpices of Charlemagne.     The Mohammedans,   during the 
-reign of this fovereign, made a moft formidable irruption into 
Europe, and France in particular felt the weight of their fury; 
when that political monarch, by inventing new military honours, 
drew the adventurous youth of every Chriftian power to his 
ftandards, and in fad, a circumftance, however neglected by 
hiftorians, gave birth to the Crufades, the beginning of which, 
in propriety, ought to be dated from his reign.    Few indeed 
are the hiftorians of this period, but enough remain to prove 
that though  the writers of the old   romance feized upon it, 
though they gave full room to the wildeft nights of imagination, 
and added the inexhauftible machinery of magic to the adven- 
tures of their heroes, yet the origin of their fictions was founded 
on hiftorical facts*.   Yet, however this period may thus refemble 
the fabulous ages of Greece, certain it is, that an Orlando, a 
Rinaldo, a Rugero, and other celebrated names in  romance, 

• Ariofto, who adopted the legends of the old romance, chofe this period for the fubjeft 
of his Orlando Furiofo. Paris befieged by the Saracens, Orlando and the other Chriftian 
knighu aflemble in aid of Charlemagne, who are oppofed in their amours and in battle by 
Momont, Ferraw, and other infidel knights. That there was a noted Moor.J. Spaniard, 
named Ferraw, a redoubted champion of that age, we have the teftuuony of Marcus An- 
tonius Sabellicus, a writer of note of the fifteenth century. . 
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acquired great honour in the wars which were waged againil 
the Saracens, the invaders of Europe.    In thefe romantic wars, 
by which the power of the Mohammedans was checked, feveral 
centuries elapfed, when Alonzo, king of Caftile, apprehenfiVe 
that the whole force of the Mohammedans of Spain and Mo- 
rocco was ready to fall upon him, prudently imitated the con- 
duct of Charlemagne.    He availed himfelf of the fpirit of chi- 
valry, and demanded leave of Philip I. of France, and of other 
princes, that volunteers from their dominions might be allowed 
to diftinguifh themfelves under his banners againil: the infidels. 
His defire was no fooner known, than  a brave romantic army 
thronged to his ftandards, and Alonzo was victorious.   Honours 
and endowments were liberally distributed among the champions, 
and to one of the braveft of them, to Henry*, a younger fon 
of the duke of Burgundy, he gave his daughter Terefa in mar- ' 
riage, with the fovereignty of the countries fouth of Galicia in 
dowry, commiflioning him to extend his dominions by the ex- 
pulfion of the Moors.    Henry,   who reigned  by the  title of 
Count, improved every advantage which  offered.     The  two 
rich provinces of Entro Mhibo e Douro, and Fra los Montes, 
yielded to his arms; great part of Beira alfo was fubdued, and 
the Moonfh  king of Lamego became   his  tributary.    Many 
thoufands   of   Chriftians,   who   had   lived  in miferable  fub- 
jedion to the Moors, or in defolate independency in the moun- 
tains,  took   fhelter  under  the generous protection of  Count 
Henry.    Great numbers alfo of the Moors changed their re- 

•hgion, and chofe rather to continue  in the land where they 
were born, under a mild government, than be expofed to the 
fcventies and injuftice of their native governors.     And  thus 
on one of the moft + beautiful and fertile fpots of the world' 
and in the fineft climate, in confequence of a Cru'fade + againfl 
the Mohammedans, was eftablifhed the fovereignty of Portugal 
a fovereignty which in time fpread its influence over the world* 
and gave a new face to the manners of nations. 

Count Henry, after a fuccefsful reign, was fucceeded by his 
infant fon Don Alonzo-Henry, who having furmounted feveral 

• See the notes on page 94 and 05. 

ri ^^tlcxtvid'. Kd?^>& ,,h£k was ca,,ed MldMa H*°*!- 
toiWarT1^ m°ft CertaiDly 3 Crufadc> th0USh lhat tc™ >»" ™vcr before been applied 
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dangers which threatened his youth *> became the founder of 
the Portuguefe monarchy. In 1139 the Moors of Spain and 
Barbary united their forces to recover the dominions from which 
they had been driven by the Chriftians. According to the lowefl 
accounts of the Portuguefe writers, the army of the Moors 
amounted to near 400,000 j nor is this number incredible, when 
we cOnfider what armies they at other times brought to the 
field, and that at this time they came to take poffeflion of the 
lands they expected to conquer. Don Alonzo, however, with 
a very fniall army, gave them battle on the plains of Ourique, 
and after a ftruggle of fix hours, obtained a moft glorious and 
compleat -J- victory, and which was crowned with ah event of 
the utmOft importance. On the field of battle Don Alonzo was 
proclaimed King of Portugal by his victorious foldiers, and he 
in return conferred the rank of nobility on the whole army. 
But the cbnftitution of the monarchy was not fettled, nor was 
Alonzo inverted with the Regalia till fix years after this me- 
morable victory. The government the Portuguefe had ex- 
perienced under the Spaniards and Moors, and the advantages 
which they faw were derived from their own valour, had taught 
them a love of liberty, which was hot to be complimented 
away in the joy of victory, or by the fhouts of tumult. Alonzo 
himfelf underflood their fpirit too well to make the leafl at- 
tempt to erect himfelf a defpotic Monarch, nor did he difcOver 
the leafl inclination to deftroy that bold corifcioufnefs of free- 
dom which had enabled his army to conquer ahd elect him their 
Sovereign. After fix years fpent in farther victories, in extend- 
ing and fecuring his dominions, he called an afTembly of the 
prelates, nobility and commons, to meet at LamegO. When 
the afTembly opened, Alonzo appeared feated on the throne, 
but without any other mark of regal dignity. And ere he was 
crowned, the conflitution of the ftate was fettled, and eighteen' 
ftatutes were folemnly confirmed by oath \ as the charter of 
king and people; ftatutes diametrically oppofite to the jure dfoino- 
and  arbitrary power  of kings,   to the -principles   which   in- 

• See the note on page 96. 
f For an account of this battle, and the coronation of the firft king of Portugal, fee the 

note, p. 105. 
I The power of depofing, and of elefling their kings, under certain circumftances, is 

yefled in the people by the ftatutes of Lamego.   See the notes, p. 106 and 160. 
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culcate and  demand  the unlimited pafllve obedience of the 
fubjecl:. 
.   Confcious  of what  they owed to  their  own  valour,   the. 
founders of the Portuguefe monarchy tranfmitted to their heirs' 
thofe generous principles of liberty which compleat and adorn 
the martial character.    The ardour of the volunteer, an ardour 
unknown to the flave and the mercenary, added to the. moft ro- 
mantic ideas of military glory,   characterifed  the Portuguefe 
under the reigns of their firft monarchs.    In almofr. continual 
wars with the Moors, this fpirit, on which the exiftence of 
their kingdom depended, rofe higher and higher; and the defire 
to   extirpate  Mohammedifm,   the  principle   which  animated 
the wifh of victory in every battle, feemed to take deeper root 
in every age.    Such were the manners, and fuch the principles 
of the people who were governed by the fucceflbrs of Alonzo 
the Firft, a fucceflion of great men, who proved themfelves 
worthy to reign over fo military and enterprifing a nation. 

By a continued train of victories Portugal increafed confider- 
ably in ftrength, and the Portuguefe had the honour to drive 
the Moors from Europe.    The invafions of thefe people were 
now requited by fuccefsful expeditions into Africa/ And fuch 
was the manly fpirit of thefe ages, that the ftatutes of Lamego 
received additional articles in  favour of liberty, a convincing 
proof that the general heroifm of a people depends upon the 
principles of freedom.    Alonzo IV. f though  not an amiable 
character,   was perhaps the greateft  warrior,   politician,   and 
monarch of his age.    After a reign of military fplendor he left 
his throne to-his fon Pedro, who from his inflexible iufticewas 
furnamed the Juft, or,   the Lover of Juftice.    The ideas  of 
equity and literature were now diffufed by this great t prince 
who was h.mfelf a polite fcholar, and moft accomplifhcd gentle- 
man     And Portugal began to perceive the advantages of culti- 

ITr, «f SntS? Snd t0 ™d ItS fuPeriorIty ^ the barbarous po- csof the ignorant Moors.    The great Pedro, however,   was 
fucceeded by a weak prince, and the heroic fpirit of the Portu! 

^d^Carele"^ ^ """ ^ h» *» F^^> *** 

t For the charafler of this prince, fee the note, p. , ,6. 
t For anecdotes of this monarch, fee the notes, p. ,38 and 1*0. 
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'  But the general character of the people was too deeply im- 
preffed to be obliterated by one inglorious reign, and under John 
I. § all the virtues of the Portuguefe (hone forth with redoubled 
luftre.    Happy for Portugal his father beftowed a moft excel- 
lent education upon this prince, which added to, and improv- 
ing his great natural talents, rendered him one of the greateft 
of monarchs.    Confcious  of the  fuperiority which his  own 
liberal education gave him, he was afliduous to beftow the lame 
advantages  upon his children,   and he himfelf often became 
their preceptor in the branches of fcience and ufeful knowledge. 
Fortunate in all his affairs, he was moft of all fortunate in his 
family.    He had many fons, and he lived to fee them men, 
men of parts and of aftion, whofe only emulation was to mew 
affection to his perfon, and  to fupport his adminiftration by 
their great abilities. .    ,.      . ,.       i    u-n 

There is fomething exceeding pleafing in reading the hiftory 
of a family which (hews human nature in its moft exalted vir- 
tues and moft amiable colours j and the tribute of veneration is 
fpontaneoufly paid to the father who diftinguifhes the different 
talents of his children, and places them in the proper lines of 
action All the fons of John excelled in military exercifes, and 
in the literature of their age; Don Edward and Don* Pedro 
were particularly educated for the cabinet, and the mathemati- 
cal genius of Don Henry, one of his youngeft fons, received 
every encouragement which a king and a father could give, to 
ripen it into perfection and public utility. 
• Hiftory was well known to Prince Henry, and his turn of 
mind peculiarly enabled him to make political obfervations upon 
it. The wealth and power of ancient Tyre and Carthage 
{hewed him what a maritime nation might hope ; and the flou- 
rifhing colonies of the Greeks were the frequent topic of his 
converfation.    Where the Grecian commerce,  confined as it 

'   t This great prince was the natural fon of Pedro the Juft.    Some years after the murder 
of his beloved fpoufe Inez de Caltro (of which fee the text and notes   p. 130, &c.) left his 
ftther whofe fevere temper he too well knew, mould force him into a d.fagrecable marriage 
Don Pedro commenced an amour vsith a Galician lady, who became the mother of John I. 
the orefexver of the Portuguefe monarchy.    See the notes, p. 146 and 148. 

•PThTfons of John, who figure in hiftory, were Edward, Juan, Fernando, Pedro, and 
Henry     Edward fucccedcd his/her, (for whofe reign and character   fee the note p   .69.) 
luan   diftineuifhed both in the camp and cabinet,  in the reign of his brother Edward 
fee honour to oppofe the wild edition agaWlT^^JJSST        " 
.brother Fernando, in whofe perpetual captivity it ended.    Of I edro alterwardt. 
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was, extended its influence, the deferts became cultivated fields, 
cities rofe, and men were drawn from the woods and caverns to 
unite in fociety. The Romans, on the other hand, when they 
deftroyed Carthage, buried in her ruins, the fountain of civili- 
zation, of improvement and opulence. They extinguished the 
fpirit of commerce; the agriculture of the conquered nations,. 
Britannia * alone, perhaps, excepted, was totally negledted. 
And thus, while the luxury of Rome confumed the wealth of 
her provinces, her uncommercial policy dried up the fources of 
its continuance- The egregious errors of the Romans, who 
perceived not the true ufe of their diftant conquefts, and the 
inexhauftible fountains of opulence which Phoenicia had efta- 
blifhed in her colonies, inftructed Prince Henry what gifts to 
bellow upon his country, and in the refult upon the whole 
world. Nor were the ineftimable advantages of commerce the 
fole motives of Henry. All the ardour that the love of his 
country could awake, confpired to ftimulate the natural turn 
of his genius for the improvement of navigation. 

As the kingdom of Portugal had been wrefted from the Moors 
and eflablifhed by conqueft, fo its exiflence jftill fubfifted on the 
fuperiority of the force of arms; and ere the birth of Henry, the 
fuperiority of the Portuguefe navies had been of the utmolt con- 
fluence to the protection of the ftate. Whatever therefore might 
curb or ruin the power of the Moors, was of the lair importance 
to the exigence of Portugal. Such were the views and the cir- 
cumftances which united to infpire the defigns of Henry, all 
which were powerfully enforced and invigorated by the religion 
of that prince. The defire to extirpate Mohammedifm was 
patriotifm in Portugal. It was the principle which gave birth 
to, and fupported their monarchy. Their kings avowed it, 
and Prince Henry, the piety of whofe heart cannot be ques- 
tioned, always profeffed, that to propagate the gofpel and extir- 
pate Mohammedifm, was the great purpofe of his defigns and 
enterpnzes.    And however both the one and the other, in the 

H." InwTvfi tH-iS "-due to.ASn'coIa- for fcveral ages after, the Romans drew 
.He employed his legions in cutting down immenfc quantities of wheat from their 
■ibrefts   and m  clearing   marines.    And      Britifh province. 
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event, were -f neglected, certain it is, that the fame principles 
infpired, and were § always profefled by king Emmanuel, under 

. whom the Eaflern World was difcovered by Gama. 
The Crufades, to refcue the Holy Land from the infidels, 

which, however unregarded by hiflorians, had already been of 
the greatefl political fervice to Spain, and Portugal, || began now 
to have fome effed upon the commerce of Europe.    The Hans 
Towns had received charters of liberty, and had united together 
for the protection of their trade againfl the numerous pyrates of 
the Baltic.    A people of  Italy,   known by the name of the 
Lombards, had opened a lucrative traffic with  the ports of 
Egypt, from whence they imported into Europe the riches of 
India; and Bruges in Flanders, the mart between them and the 
Hans Towns was, in confequence, furrounded with the beft 
agriculture of thefe agesj.    A certain proof of the deperidance 
of agriculture upon the extent of commerce.    Yet though thefe 
gleams of light, as morning ftars, began to appear, it was not 
the .grofs multitude, it was only the eye of a Henry which 
could perceive what they prognoflicated,   and it  was only a 
genius like his which could prevent them from again fetting in 
the depths of night.     The Hans Towns were  liable to be 
buried in the victories of a Tyrant, and the trade with Egypt 
was exceedingly infecure and precarious.    Europe was flill en- 
veloped in the dark mills of ignorance, and though the mari- 
ner's compafs was invented before the birth of Henry, it was 
improved to no naval advantage.    Traffic flill crept, in an in- 
fant flate, along the coafts, nor were the conflrudtion of mips 
adapted for other voyages.    One fuccefsful Tyrant might have 
overwhelmed the fyftem and extinguished the fpirit of com- 

f Neglcfted in the idea of the com- 
manders ; the idea of Henry however was 
greatly fulfilled. For the dominion of the 
Portuguefe in the Indian fea cut the finews 
»f the Egyptian and other Mohammedan 
powers.   But of this afterwards. 

§ See the notes, p. 43z. 
|| See the note, p. 277. 
t Flanders has been the fchool-miftrefs 

of hulbandry to Europe. Sir Charles Lifle, 
a Royalift, refided in this country feveral 
years during the ufurpation of the Regi- 
cides ; and after the Reiteration, rendered 

England the greateft fervice, by introduc- 
ing the prefent fyftem of agriculture. Where 
trade increafes, men's thoughts are fet 
in aftion; hence the increafe of food 
which is wanted, is fupplied by a redoubled 
attention to hufbandry; and hence it was. 
that agriculture was of old improved and 
diffufed by the Phoenician colonies. Some 
Theorifts complain of the number of lives 
which are loft by navigation, but they to- 
tally forget that commerce is the parent of 
population. 
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merce, for it flood on a much narrower and much feebler bafis, 
than in the days of Phoenician and Grecian colonization. Yet 
thefe mighty fabricks, many centuries before, had been fwal- 
lowed up in the defolations of unpolitical conqueft. A broader 
and more permanent foundation of commerce than the world 
had yet feen, an univerfal bafis, was yet wanting to blefs man- 
kind, and Henry Duke of Vifeo was born to give it. 

On purpofe to promote his defigns, Prince Henry was by his 
father ftationed the Commander in chief of the Portuguefe forces 
in Africa. He had already, in 1412, three years before the re- 
duction of Ceuta-f-, fent a fhip to make difcoveries on the Bar- 
bary coaft. Cape Nam§, as its name intimates, was then the 
Ne plus ultra of European navigation ; the fhip fent by Henry 
however pa/Ted it fixty leagues, and reached Cape Bojador. 
Encouraged by this beginning, the Prince while he was in 
Africa acquired whatever information the moft intelligent of the 
Moors of Fez and Morocco could give. About a league and 
one half from the Cape of St. Vincent, in the kingdom of Al- 
garve, Don Henry had obferved a fmall but commodious filia- 
tion for a fea-port town. On this fpot, fuppofed the Promon- 
torium Sacrum of the Romans, he built his town of Sagrez, 
by much the beft planned and fortified of any in Portugal. 
Here, where the view of the ocean, fays Faria, infpired his 
hopes and endeavours, he erected his arfenals, and built and 
harboured his mips. And here, leaving'the temporary buflle 
and cares of the ftate to his father and brothers, he retired like 
a philofopher from the world, on purpofe to render his ftudies 
of the utmoft importance to its happinefs. Having received all 
the light which could be difcovered in Africa, he continued 
unwearied in his mathematical and geographical ftudies ; the 
art of fhip-building received amazing improvement under his 
direction, and the truth of his ideas of the ftrudlure of the- 
terraqueous globe are now confirmed. He it was who firfl: 
fuggefted the ufe of the compafs, and of longitude and latitude, 
in navigation, and how thefe might be afcertained by aftrono- 

f At the redufiion of Ceuta, and other /Word.    Yet though even poflefled by the 
engagements m Africa, Prince Henry dif- cnthufiafm of chivalry, his genius for na-1 

played a military genius and valonr of the vigation prevailed, and confined him to the 
firfl  magnitude.     The important fortrefs rock of Sagrez.     * 
of Ceuta was in a manner won by his own § Nam, in Portuguefe, a negative. 

e 2 mical 
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mical obfervations, fuggeftions and difcoveries which would have 
held no fecond place among the conjectures of a Bacon, or the 
improvements of a Newton. Naval adventurers were now in- 
vited from all parts to the town of Sagrez, and in 1418 Juan 
Gonfalez Zarco and Triftran Vaz fet fail on an expedition of 
difcovery, the circumftances of which give us a ftriking picture 
of the ftate of navigation, ere it was new modelled by the 
genius of Henry. 

Cape Bojador, fo named from its extent*, runs about forty 
leagues to the weftward, and for about fix leagues off land there 
is a moft violent current, which darning upon the {helves, 
makes a tempeftuous fea. This was deemed impaflible, for it 
was not confidered, that by ftanding out to the ocean the cur- 
rent might be avoided. To pafs this formidable cape was the 
commifiion of Zarco and Vaz, who were alfo ordered to pro- 
ceed as far as they could to difcover the African coaft, which, 
according to the information given to Henry by the Moors and 
Arabs, extended at lead to the equinoctial line. Zarco and Vaz, 
however, loft their courfe in a ftorm, and were driven to a little 
ifland, which, in the joy of their deliverance, they named 
Puerto Santo, or the Holy Haven. Nor was Prince Henry, 
on their return, lefs joyful of their difcovery, than they had 
been of their efcape : A ftriking proof of the miferable ftate 
of navigation ; for this ifland is only the voyage of a few days, 
in favourable weather, from the promontary of Sagrez. 

The Difcoverers of Puerto Santo, accompanied by Bartholo- 
mew Pereilrello, were with three fhips fent out on farther trial. 
Pereftrello, having fowed fome feeds and left fome cattle on 
Holy Haven, returned to Portugal J. But Zarco and Vaz di- 
recting their courfe fouthvvard, in 1419, perceived fomething; 
like a cloud on the water, and failing toward it, difcovered an. 
ifland covered with wood, which from thence they named Ma- 
deira. And this rich and beautiful ifland, which foon yielded 
a confiderable revenue, was the firft reward of the enterprizes 
of Prince Henry. 

• Forty leagues appeared as a vaft diftance to the failorj of that age, who named this 
Cape Bojador, from the Spanilh, bojar, to compafs or go about. 

I Unluckily alfo were left on this ifland two rabbits, whofe young fo increafed, that in 
a few years it was found not habitable, every vegetable being dcftroyed by the great in- 
creafe Qf thefe animals. / 

If 
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' t£ the Duke of Vifeo's liberal ideas of eftablifhing colonies, 
fhofe finews of a commercial ftate, or his views of African and 
Indian commerce, were too refined to ftrike the grofs multi- 
tude ; yet other advantages refulting from his defigns, one would 
conclude, were felf-evident. Nature calls upon Portugal to be 
a maritime power, and her naval fuperiority over the Moors> 
was, in the time of Henry, the fureft defence ofJ her exiftence 
as a kingdom. Yet though all his labours tended to eftablifh 
that naval fuperiority on the fureft bafis, though even the re- 
ligion of the age added its authority to the cleareft political 
.principles in favour of Henry; yet were his enterprizes and his 
expected difcoveries derided with all the infolence of ignorance 
and bitternefs of popular clamour. Barren deferts like Lybia, 
it was faid, were all that could be found, and a thoufand dis- 
advantages, drawn from thefe data, were forefeen and foretold. 
The great mind and better knowledge of Henry, however, were 
not thus to be fhaken. Though twelve years from the difcovery 
of Madeira had elapfed in unfuccefsful endeavours to carry his 
navigation farther, he was now more happy; for one of" his 
captains, named Galianez, in 1434 pafl'ed the Cape of Bojador, 
till then invincible; an action, fays Faria, in the common 
opinion, not inferior to the labours of Hercules. 

Gilianez, the next year, accompanied by Gonfalez Baldaya, 
carried his difcoveries many leagues farther. Having put two 
horfemen on more, to difcover the face of the country, the 
adventurers, after riding feveral hours, faw nineteen men armed 
with javelins. The natives fled, and the two horfemen p'ur- 
fued, till one of the Portuguefe, being wounded, loft the firft 
blood that was facrificed to the new fyftem of commerce.. A, 
fmall beginning, a very fmall ftreamlet, fome perhaps may ex- 
claim, but which foon fwelled into oceans, and deluged the. 
eaftem and weftern worlds. Let fuch philofophcrs, however,, 
be defired to name the defign of public utility, which has been 
unpolluted by the depravity of the human paffions. To fuppofe 
that Heaven itfelf could give an- inftitution which could not 
be perverted, and to fuppofe no previous alteration in human, 
nature, is a contradiction in proportion ; for as human nature 
now exifts, power cannot be equally poflefl'ed by all, and when- 
ever the felfifh or vicious paffions predominate, that power will 
certainly be abufed.    The cruelties therefore'of Cortez,  and 

that 
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that more horrid barbarian Pizarro*, are no more to be charged 
upon Don Henry and Columbus, than the villainies of the 
Jefuits and the horrors of the Inquifition are to be afcribed to 
him, whofe precepts are fummed up in the great command, 
To do to your neighbour as you would wifih your neighbour to 
do to you. But if it is ftill alledged that he who plans a dis- 
covery ought to forefee the miferies which the vicious will en- 
graft upon his enterprize, let the objedtor be told, that the 
miferies are uncertain, while the advantages are real and fure; 
and that the true philofopher will not confine his eye to the 
Spanim campaigns in Mexico and Peru, but will extend his 
profpect to all the ineftimable benefits, all the improvements of 
laws, opinions, and of manners, which have been introduced by 
the intercourfe of univerfal commerce. 

In i 440 Anthony Gonfalez brought fome Moors prifoners to 
Lifbon. Thefe he took two and forty leagues beyond Cape 
Bojador, and in 1442 he returned with his captives. One Moor 
efcaped, but ten blacks of Guinea and a confiderable quantity 

• Some eminent writers, both at home 
and abroad,   have of late endeavoured to 
foften  the chara&er of Cortez,   and have 
urged the neceffity of war for the (laughters 
he committed.    Thefe authors have  alfo 
greatly fofcened the horrid features of the 
Mexicans.    If one, however, would trace 
the true chara&er of Cortez and the Ame- 
ricans, he mull have recourfe to the nu- 
merous Spanim   writers,  who were either 
witnefies of the firft wars,   or foon  after 
travelled in thefe countries.    In thefe he will 
find many anecdotes which afford a light, 
not to be found in our modernifed hiftories. 
In thefe it will be found, that Cortez fet 
out to take gold by force, and not by efla- 
blifhing any fyftem of commerce with the 
natives, the only juft reafon of effecting a 
fettlement in a foreign country.    He was 
afked by various Hates, what commodities 
or drugs he wanted, and was promifcd a- 
bundant fupply.    He and his Spaniards, he 
anfvvered,   had  a difeafe  at  their hearts, 
which nothing but gold could cure ; and he 
received intelligence, that Mexico abound- 
ed with it.    Under pretence of a friendly 
conference, he made Montezuma his pri- 
foner, and ordered him to pay tribute to 
Charles V.    Immenfe fums were paid, but 
the demand was boundlefs.   Tumults en- 

fued.    Cortez difplayed amazing general- 
ship, and fome millions of thofe, who in 
enumerating to the Spaniards the grcatnefs 
of Montezuma, boafted that his yearly fa- 
crifices confumed 20,000 men, were now 
facrificcd to the difeafe of Cortez's heart. 
Pizarro, however, in  the barbarity of his 
foul, far exceeded him.    There is a very 
bright fide of the character of Cortez.    If 
we forget that his avarice was the caufe of 
a moll unjuft and mod bloody war, in every 
other refpeft he will appear one of the 
greateft of heroes.    But Pizarro is a cha- 
racter   completely deteftable,   deftitute of 
every fpark of generofity.    He mafTacred 
the Peruvians, he faid, becaufe they were 
barbarians, and he himfelf could not read. 
Atabalipa, amazed at the art of reading, 
got a Spaniard to write the word Dios (the 
Spanim for God) on his finger.    On trying' 
if the Spaniards agreed in what it fignified, 
he difcovered that Pizarro could not read. 
And Pizarro, in revenge of the contempt 
he perceived in the face of Atabalipa, or- 
dered that prince to be tried for his life, 
for having concubines, and being an idola- 
ter.    Atabalipa was condemned to be burn- 
ed ; but on fubmitting to baptifm, he was 
only hanged. 

Of 
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of gold duft were" given in ranfom for two others. A rivulet at 
the place of landing was named by Gonfalez, Rio del Oro, or 
the River of Gold. And the iflands of Adeget, Arguim, and 
de las Garfas, were now difcovered. 

.The Guinea blacks, the firfl ever feen in Portugal, and the 
gold duft, excited other paffions befide admiration. A company- 
was formed at Lagos, under the aufpices of Prince Henry, to 
carry on a traffic with the new difcovered countries ; and as the 
Portuguefe confidered themfelves in a ftate of continual hoftility 
with the Moors, about two hundred of thefe people, inhabi- 
tants of the Iflands of Nar and Tider, in 1444, were brought 
pnfoners to Portugal. And Gonzalo de Cintra was the next 
year attacked by the Moors, fourteen leagues beyond Rio del 
Oro, where with feven of his men he was killed. 

This hoftile proceeding difpleafed Prince Henry, and in 1446 
Anthony Gonfalez and two other captains were fent to enter 
into a treaty of peace and traffic with the natives of Rio del 
Oro, and alfo to attempt their converfion. But thefe propofals 
were rejected by the barbarians, one of whom, however, came 
voluntarily to Portugal, and Juan Fernandez remained with the 
natives, to obferve their manners and the produds of the coun- 
try In the year following Fernandez was found in good health 
and brought home to Portugal. The account he |ave of the 
country and people affords a ftriking inftance of the mifery of 
barbarians.    The land an open, barren, fandy plain, where the 

fl?^n"fgKat7eS T? gr°id5d in their J°ur»eys by the ftarsand flights of birds;   their food milk, lizards,   locufts, and fuch 
herbs as the foil produced without culture; and their only de- 

whic'h T     < i°rChlnSrhCat °f the fun fome Arable tents which they pitch as occafion requires on the burning fands. 
In 1447 upwards of thirty fhips followed the roufe of traffic 

which was now opened; and John de Caftilla obtained the in- 
famy to ftand the firft on the lift 0f thofc names; J^^ _ 
anies have difgraced the fpirit of commerce, and afforded die 

loudeft complaints againft the progrefs of nav gation. Diffaif! 
fled with the value of his carg^o, lie ungratefully feized twenty 
of the natives of Gomera (one of the Canaries) who had affif! 

them « fl      ThT>Wh°mihc naS in f^dly alliance, and brought 
aee ZlXT °rtUgaV BU; PHnCe Henry refented ^is out- 

Za u      In? glVen them fome valu^le prefents of clothes 
xeftored the captives to freedom and their native country! 
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. The converfion and reduction of the Canaries was alfo this 
year'attempted:.- but Spain having challenged the difcoyery-of 
thefe illands, the expedition was discontinued. In the Canary 
iflands was .found a feodal cuftom ; the chief man or governor 
was gratified' with'.the firft night of every bride in his diftri(5t. 

In 1448 Fernando Alonzo was fent ambaflador to the King 
of Cabo Verde with  a. treaty of trade and converfion, which 
was defeated at that time by the treachery of the natives.    In 
1440 the Azores were difcovered by Gonfalo Velio, and the coaft 
fixty leagues beyond Cape Verde was vifited by the fleets of 
Henrv     It is alfo certain that fome of his commanders paned 
the equinoaial line.    It was the cuftom of his failors to leave 

' his motto TALENT  DE BIEN FAIRE,   wherever they came; 
and in 152 c Loaya, a Spanim captain, found that device carved 
on the bark of a*tree in the ifle of St. Matthew, in the fecond 
degree of fouth latitude. „ \ ;    ...        r 

Prince Henry had now with the moft inflexible perfeverancc 
profecutcd his  difcoveries  for upwards  of forty  years     His 
father, John I. concurred  with him in his views,   and gave 
him every affiftance; his brother, King Edward,   during his 
mort'reign, was the fame as his father had been; nor was the 
eleven/years regency of his brother Don Pedro lefs aufpicious 
to him *   ' But the mifunderftanding between Pedro and his 
nephew Alonzo V. who took upon him the reins of govern 
mentin his feventcenth year, retarded the defigns of Henry, 
Tndgave him much unhappinefs %.    At his town of Sagrez, 
from whence he had not moved for many years, except when 
.Xd to" court on fome emergency of ftate, Don Henry, now 
1 his fixty-feventh year, yielded to the ftroke of fate   in the 
year of our Lord 1463. Sratified with the CerUin T^     ' £ route to the eaftern world would one day crown the enterprises 
o which he had given birth.    He had the happinefs   o fee 

Se naval fuperiority of his country over the Moors eftabhfhcd 

. The difficulties ^/-~^^ £», ^^^ffiSJ'tfi 
affiftance   he  rec«ved,    *e   "Wgg C0™' £     in thc power of Braganza, fled, 
proofs, that an adventurer of inferior birrn younj; K   g ^ dcfending him. 
Lid never have earned Jus defigns .»to .gd ^n"™r^k

who were font io feize 
execution. „„,r^ «c him     His innocence, after his death, was 

I Don Pedro was "^JjJfgJ*^. ^ pSved'nd his nephew Alonzo V. 
S^^^b^to^^SSSy^SS gavye.nVan.hpnourableburi,l. treacnerous *itnSii.» -/  — — r.u:. 
$* faft P«ke pf Braganza.   Henry left Jus 

on 
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on the mod folid bafis, its trade greatly upon the increafe, and 
what he efteemed his greateft happinefs, for the piety of his 
heart was fincere, he flattered himfelf that he had given a mor- 
tal wound to Mohammcdifm, and had opened the door to an 
univerfal propagation of chriftianity and the civilization of man- 
kind. And to him, as to their primary author, are due all the 
ineftimable advantages which ever have flowed, or ever will 
flow from the difcovery of the greateft part of Africa, of the 
Eaft and Weft Indies. Every Improvement in the ftate and 
manners of thefe countries, or whatever country may be yet dif- 
covered, is ftridtly due to him ; nor is the difference between 
the prefent ftate of Europe and the monkifh age in which he 
was born, lefs the refult of his genius and toils. What is an 
Alexander crowned with trophies at the head of his army com- 
pared with a Henry contemplating the ocean from his window 
on the rock of Sagrez ! The one fuggefts the idea of the evil 
daemon, the other of the Deity. 

From the year 1448, when Alonzo V. afTumed the power of 
government, till the end of his reign in 1471, little progrefs 
was made in maritime affairs, and Cape Catharine was only 
added to the former difcoverics.    But under his fon John II. 
the deflgns of Prince Henry were profecuted with  renewed 
vigour.    In 148 r the Portuguefe built a fort on  the  Golden 
Coaft, and  the  King of Portugal  took  the  title of Lord  of 
Guinea.    Bartholomew Diaz, in i486, reached the river which 
he named dell Infante on the eaftern fide of Africa, but  de- 
terred by the ftorms of that region from proceeding farther 
on   his   return  he  had   the  happinefs  to  be  the Difcoverer 
or the  Promontory, unknown for many ages, which  bounds 
the fouth of Afric.    This, from the ftorms he there encoun- 
tered,   he  named   the   Cape of Tempefts;   but John, elated 
with   the  promife  of  India,   which   this   difcovery,    as   he 
juftly deemed, included, gave it the name of the Cape of Good 
Hope.    The arts and valour of the Portuguefe had now made 
a great impreffion on the minds of the Africans.    The Kin2 

of Congo, a dominion of great extent, fent the fons of fome 
of his principal officers to Liihon to be inftrudted in arts and 
•religion, and ambafladors from the King of Benin requefted 

fnhir *S     v t0AS  kin-d0m-     °n the retu™ of ^s fubjefts, the King  and -Queen of Congo, with   100,000  of 
f their 
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their people, were baptized. An anibaffador alfo arrived from' 
the Chriftian Emperor of Abyffinia, and Pedro de Covillatii 
and Alonzo de Payva were fent by land to penetrate into the 
Eaft:, that they might acquire whatever intelligence might faci- 
litate the defired navigation to India. Covillam and Payva 
parted at Toro in Arabia and took different routs. The 
former having vifited Conanor, Calicut, and Goa in India, re- 
turned to Grand Cairo, where he heard of the death of his 
companion. Here alfo he met the Rabbi Abraham of Beja, 
who was employed for the fame purpofe by king John. Covil- 
lam fent the Rabbi home with an account of what countries he 
had feen, and he himfelf proceeded to Ormuz and Ethiopia; 
but as Camoens exprefles it: 

to bis native more, 
• •        Enrich'd with knowledge, be return'd no more. 

Men, whofe genius led them to maritime affairs, began 
now to be pofleffed by an ardent ambition to diftinguifh them-> 
felvesj and the famous Columbus offered his fervice to King 
John, and was rejected. Every one knows the difcoveries of 
this great adventurer, but his hiftory is generally mifunderftood*. 
It is by fome believed, that his ideas of the fphcre of the earth 

* Greatly mifunderftood,   even by  the mathematician Henry was the author of that 
ingenious author of the Account of the Eu- grand difcovery, and of the uft of the com- 
ropean  Settlements   In  America.      Having pafs.     Every   alteration  here afenbed   to. 
mentioned the barbarous ftate of Europe; Columbus,   had almofl  fifty years  before 
" Mathematical learning, fays he, was little been effefled by  Henry.     Even Henry s. 
valued or cultivated.    The  true  fyftem of' idea of failing to India was adopted by U>- 
the heavens was not dreamed of.    There lumbus.    It was every where his propofal. 
was no knowledge at all of the real form of When  he arrived in the Weft Indies, ho 
the earth, and in general the ideas of man- thought he had found the Ophir of Solbmon,. 
kind were not extended beyond their fenfi- and thence thefe iflands received their gene- 
ble horizon.    In this ftate of affairs Chrif- ral name, and on his return he told John II. 
tophcr Columbus, a native of Genoa, un- that he had been at the iflands of India, 
dertook to extend the boundaries which ig- To find the fpice iflands of the Eaft was his 
riorance  had given   to  the world.     This propofal at the court of Spain ; and even on 
man's defign arofe from the juft idea he had his fourth and laft voyage in   1502, three: 
formed of the figure of the earth" All years after Gama's return, he promifed the 

' a miftake.    Henry, who undertook to ex- king of Spain to find India by a weftward. 
-* tend the boundaries which ignorance had paflage. But though great difcovenes re- 

riven to the world, had extended them warded his toils, his firft and laft purpofe 
much beyond the fcnfible horizon long ere he never compleated. It was referved for 
Columbus appeared. Columbus indeed Magalhaens to difcover the weftward'route- 
taught the Spaniards the ufe of longitude to the Eaftern World, 
and latitude in navigation, but that great 

gave 
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gave birth to his opinion, that there mull be an immenfe un- 
known continent in the weft, fuch as America is now known 
to be; and that his propofals were to go in fearch of it *.    But 
the fimple truth is, Columbus, who, as we have certain evi- 
dence, acquired his fkill in navigation among the Portuguefe, 
could be no ftranger to the defign long meditated in that king- 
dom, of difcovering a naval route to India, which, according 
to ancient geographers and the opinion of that age, was fup- 
pofed to be the next land to the weft of Spain.     And that 
India and the adjacent iflands were  the regions fought by Co- 
lumbus, is alfo certain.    John, who efteemed the route to India 
as almoft difcovered, and in the power of his own fubjetts, rejected 
the propofals of the foreigner.     But Columbus  met a more 
favourable reception from Ferdinand and Ifabella, the king and 
queen of Caftile.    To interfere with the  route or difcoveries, 
opened and enjoyed by another power, was at this time efteemed 
contrary to the laws of nations.    Columbus, therefore, though 
the object was one, propofed, as Magalhaens afterwards did for 
the fame reafon, to fteer the weftward courfe, and having in 
1492 difcovered fome weftern iflands, in 1493, on ^is return *q 
Spain, he put into the Tagus with great tokens of the riches 
of his difcovery.    Some of the Portuguefe courtiers, the fame 
ungenerous minds perhaps who advifed the rejection of Colum- 
bus becaufe he was a foreigner, propofed-the aflaffination of 
that great man, thereby to conceal from Spain the advantages 
of his navigation.    But John, though Columbus rather roughly 
upbraided him, looked upon him now with a generous regret, 
and difmifTed him with honour.    The king of Portugal, how- 
ever, was alarmed, 'left the difcoveries of Columbus, interfered 
with thofe of his crown, and gave orders to equip a war fleet 
to protect his rights..   But matters were adjufted by embaffiesi 
and that celebrated treaty by which Spain and Portugal divided 
the Weftern  and Eaftern Worlds between  themfelves.    The 
eaftern half of the world was allotted for the Portuguefe, and 
the weftern for the Spanifh navigation.    The line of meridian 

* Gomara and other Spanifh writers re- municated the journal of his voyage to Co- 
late, that while: Columbus lived m Madeira, Iambus. But this (lory, as it Hands at 
a pilot, the only fumver of a ihip's crew, large, is involved in contradiftion without 
died at his houfe. This pilot they fay, proof, and is every where efteemed- a fabfc 
had been driven to- the Weft Indies or Amc— . of malice, 
•nca by temped, and on his death-bed com- 

•f 2 from 



XXXVI INTRO D U-C'T I O N. 

from the north to the fouth/pole was their boundary, and thus 
each nation had one hundred and eighty degrees, within which 
they might eftablifh fettlements and extend their difcovenes. 
And a Papal Bull, which, for obvious reafons, prohibited the 
propagation of the gofpel in thefe bounds by the fubjedls of any 
other ftate, confirmed this amicable and extraordinary treaty.' 

Soon after this, while the thoughts of king John were intent 
on the difcovery of India, his preparations were interrupted by 
his death. But his earneft defires and great defigns were in- 
herited, together with his crown, by his coufin Emmanuel. 
And in 1497, the year before Columbus made the voyage which 
difcovered the mouth of the river Oronoko^ Vafco de Gama 
failed from the Tagus on the difcovery of India. 

Of this voyage, the fubjecT: of the Lufiad, many particulars 
are neceffarily mentioned in the notes; we fhall therefore only 

•allude to thefe, but be more explicit on the others, which are 
omitted by Camoens in obedience to the rules of the Epopsca. 

Notwithftanding the full torrent of popular clamour againlt 
the undertaking, Emmanuel was determined to profecute the 
views of Prince Henry and John II.    Three (loops of war and 

"a" ft'ore   fliip   manned   with   only  160 men were fitted out; 
'.for'hoftility,   was   not  the  purpofe   of  this  humane  expe- 

dition.    Vafco de Gama, a gentleman of good family, who, 
in a war with the French, had given fignal proofs of his naval 
Ml," was commiffioned admiral and general, and his brother 
Paul, for whom he bore the finccrcft affedtion, with his friend 
Nicholas Coello, were at his requcft appointed to command 
under him.    It is the greateft honour of kings, to diftinguifh 
the charaders of their officers, and to employ them accordingly. 
Emmanuel in many inftances was happy in this talent, par- 
ticularly in the choice of his admiral for the difcovery of India. 
All the enthufiafm of defire to accomplish his end, joined with 
the greateft heroifm, the quickeft penetration,, and cooleft pru- 
dence, united to form the character of Gama.    On his appoint- 
ment to the command, he confefled to the king that his mind 
had long afpired to this expedition.    The king exprefled great 
confidence in his prudence and honour, and gave him, with his. 
own hand, the colours which he wasto carry.   'On this banner, 
which bore the crofs of the military order of Cnnft, Gama* 

with 
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with great enthufiafm to merit the honours beftowed upon him, 
took the oath of fidelity. 

About four miles from Lifbon there is a chapel on the fea 
fide. To this, the day before their departure, Gama condtfdtird 
the companions of his expedition. He was to encounter"an 
ocean untried, and dreaded as unnavigable, and he knew the 
force of the ties of religion on minds which are hot inclined to 
difpute its authority. The whole night was fpent in the chapel 
in prayers for fuccefs, and in the rites of their"devotjbnV Ctyi 
the next day, when the adventurers marched to the fleet, 'thje 
fliore of Belem * prefented one of the mod folemn and affe<3i'ng 
fecnes perhaps recorded in hiftory. The beach Was covered 
with the inhabitants of Lifbon. A numerous proceffion of 
priefts in their robes fung anthems and offered up invocations 
to heaven. Every one beheld the adventurers as brave innocent 
men going to a dreadful execution, as rufhing upon certain 
death; and the vaft multitude caught the fire of devotion, and 
joined aloud in the prayers for fuccefs. The relations, friends, 
and acquaintances of the voyagers wept; all were affedted ; the 
figh was general; Gama himfelf fhed fome manly tears on 
parting with his friends, but he hurried over the tender fcene,. 
and haflened aboard with all the alacrity of hope. Immediately 
he gave his fails to the wind, and fo much affedted were the 
many thoufands who beheld his departure, that they remained 
unmoveable on the. fhore till the fleet, under full fail,, evanifhed. 
from their fight. 

It was on the 8th of July when Gama left the Tagus. The 
flag fhip was commanded by himfelf, the fecond by his brother, 
the third by Coello, and the ftore fhip by Gonfalo Nunro. 
Several interpreters, fkilled in the Ethiopian, Arabic, and other 
o.iental languages, went along with them. Ten malefactors, 
men of abilities, whofe fentences of death were reverfed, [on. 
condition of their obedience to Gama in whatever embaffies^or 
dangers among the barbarians he might think proper to'employ 
them, were alfo on board. The fleet, favoured by the weather,, 
paffed the Canary and Cape de Verde iflands, but had now^to, 
encounter other fortune. Sometimes flopped by dead'calms, 
but for the mofl part toft by tempefts,' which 'increafed their 

J '••  •' ■ • ' '  ■>        »<    <>GXP .1 y/O 

* Or Bethlehem, fo named from the chapSf."        ' "   *' '"     "' 
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violence, and horrors as they proceeded to the fouth.    Thus 
driven far to fea they laboured through that wide ocean which 
furrounds St. Helena, in feas, fays Faria, unknown to the Por- 
tuguefe difcoverers, none of whom had failed fo far to the weft. 
From the 28th of July, the day they paffed the ifle of St. James, 
they had feen no more, and now on November the 4th they 
were happily relieved by the fight of land.    The fleet anchored 
in a large * bay, and Coello was fent in fearch of a river where 
they might take in wood and frem water.    Having found one 
convenient for  their purpofe  the fleet made toward  it,   and 
Gama, whofe orders were to acquaint himfelf with the manners 
of the people wherever he touched, ordered a party of his men 
to bring him fome of the natives by force or ftratagem.    One 
they caught as he was gathering honey on the fide of a moun- 
tain, and brought him to the fleet.    He exprefled the greateft 
indifference of the gold and fine clothes which they mewed 
him, but was greatly delighted with fome glaffes and little brafs 
bells.    Thefe with great joy he accepted, and was fet on more 1 
and foon after many of the blacks came for, and were gratified 
with the like trifles -, and for which in return they gave great 
plenty of their beft provifions.    None of Gama's interpreters, 
however, could underftand a word of their language or receive 
any information of India.    And the friendly intercourfe between 
the fleet and the natives was foon interrupted by the imprudence 
of Velofo,   a young Portuguefe,   which  occafioned  a fcuffle, 
wherein Gama's life was endangered.    Gama and fome others 
were on more taking the altitude of the fun, when in confe- 
quence of Velofo's rafhnefs they were attacked by the blacks 
with great fury.    Gama defended himfelf with an oar, and re- 
ceived a dart in his foot.    Several others were likewife wound- 
ed,   and they  found their fafety   in  retreat.    The mot from 
the fliips facilitated  their cfcape, and Gama efteeming it im- 
prudent to wafte his ftrength in attempts entirely foreign to the 
defign of his voyage, weighed anchor, and fleered in fearch of 
the extremity of Afric. 

In this part of the voyage, fays Oforius, in illo autem curfu 
valdi Gama virtus enituit The heroifm of Gama was greatly 
difplayed.    The waves fwelled like mountains in height, the 

* Now called St. Melee's. 
N    /hips 



INTRODUCTION. XXXIX 

-fhips' feemed now heaved up to the clouds, and now appeared 
•as precipitated by gulphy whirlpools to the bed of the ocean. 
The winds were piercing cold, and fo boifterous that the pilot's 
voice could feldom be heard, and a difmal, almoft continual 
darknefs, which at that tempeftuous feafon involves thefe feas, 
added all its horrors. Sometimes the ftorm drove them fouth- 
ward, at other times they were obliged to ftand on the tack and 
yield to its fury, preferving what they had gained with the 
greatefl difficulty. 

With fuch mad feas the daring Gama fought 
For many a day, and many a dreadful night, 
Inceflant labouring round the flormy Cape, 
By bold ambition led- THOMSON. 

.During any gloomy interval of the ftorm, the failors, wearied 
out with fatigue, and abandoned to defpair, furrounded Gama, 
and implored him not to fufFer himfelf, and thofe com- 
mitted to his care, to perifh by fo dreadful a death. The 
impoflibility that men fo weakened mould fland it much 
longer, and the. opinion that this ocean was torn by eternal 
tempefts, and therefore had hitherto been, and was unpaflable, 
were urged. But Gama's refolution to proceed was unalter- 
able*.    A formidable confpiracy was then formed againft his. 

• The voyage of Gama has been called 
merely a coafting one, and therefore much 
Jefs dangerous and heroical than that of Co- 
lumbus, or of Magalhaens. But this, it is 
prefumed, is one of the opinions haftily 
taken up, and founded on ignorance. Co- 
lumbus and Magalhaens undertook to navi- 
gate unknown oceans, and fo did Gama ; 
with this difference, that the ocean around 
the Cape of Good Hope, which Gama 
was to encounter, was believed to be, and 
had been avoided by Diaz, as unpaflable. 
Prince Henry fuggefted that the current of 
Cape Bajador might be avoided by Handing 
to fea, and thus that Cape was firil paffed. 
Gama for this reafon did not coaft, but 
flood to fea for upwards of three months of 
tempeftuous weather. The tempefts which 
afflided Columbus and Magalhaens are by 
their different hiftorians defcribed with cir- 
cumftances of lefs horror and danger than 

thofe which attacked Gama. All the 
three commanders were endangered by 
mutiny; but none of their crews, favc 
Gama's, could urge the opinion of ages, 
and the example of a living captain, that 
the dreadful ocean which they attempted 
was impaffable. Columbus and Magalhaens 
always found means, after detecting a con- 
fpjracy, to keep the reft in hope; but 
Gama's men, when he put the pilots in 
irons, continued in the utmoft defpair. Co- 
lumbus was indeed ill obeyed ; Magalhaens 
fometimes little better; but nothing, favc 
the wonderful authority of Gama's com- 
mand, could have led his crew through the 
tempeft which he furmounted ere he doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope. Columbus, with 
his crew, muft have returned. The expe- 
dients with which he ufed to foothc them, 
would, under his authority, have had no 
avail  in the   tempeft   which   Gama  rode 

through.. 
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Jjic, But his brother difcovered it, and the courage and pru- 
rience of Gama defeated its defign. He put the chief con- 
spirators and all the pilots in irons, and he himfelf,,his. bro- 
ther, Coello, and fome others, flood night and day to the 
helms and directed the courfe. At laft, after having many 
days, with unconquered mind, withftood the tempeft: and an 
.enraged mutiny (molem perfidia) the florin fuddenly ceafed, and 
they beheld the Cape of" Good Hope. 

\ On November the 20th all the fleet doubled that promon- 
tory, and fleering northward, coafted along a rich and beautiful 
fhore, adorned with large forefts and numberlefs herds of cattle. 
All was now alacrity; the hope that they had furmounted every 
danger revived their fpirits, and the admiral was beloved and 
admired. Here, and at the bay, which they named St. Bias, 
they took in provifions, and beheld thefe beautiful rural fcenes, 
defcribed by Camoens. And here the ftore floop, now of JIO 
farther fervice, .was burnt by order of the admiral. On De- 
cember the 8th a violent tempeft drove the fleet from the fight 
of land, and carried them to that dreadful current which 
made the Moors deem it impoffible to double the Cape. 
.Gama, however, though unlucky in the time of navigating 
'thefe feas, was fafely carried over the current by the violence 

t through, t From every circumftance it is 
evident that Gama had determined not to 
return, unlcfs he found India. Nothing 
lefs than fuch refolurion to perifh or attain 

• his.point could have led him on.    But Co- ' 
lumbus,   ill obeyed indeed, returned from 
the mouth'of the river Oronoko, before he 
had made a certain difcovery whether the 

.land was ifle or continent. When Gama 
met a ftrong current off Ethiopia he bore 
on,i though driven from his courfe. Co- 
lumbus (leering fouthward in fearch of con- 
tinent met  great  currents.    He imagined 

' they were the rifing of the fea towards the 
canopy of  heaven,   which   for ought he 

' knew, fay the Univerfal Hiftorians, they 
might   touch   towards   the   fouth.      He 

i therefore turned his courfe, and fteered to 
j the weft. Thepafling of the ftraits of Ma^ 
gcltari) however hazardous, was not attend-" 
ed with fuch danger as Gama experienced 
at the Cape. The attempt to crofs the 
Pacific was greatly daring, but his voyage 

in that fea was happy. The navigation of 
the ftraits of Magellan and the Pacific are 
in this country little known ; but the courfe 
of Gama is at this day infinitely more ha- 
zardous than that of Columbus. If Colum- 
bus found no pilots to conduit him, but 
encountered his greateft dangers in founding 
his courfe among the numerous weftern 
iflands, Gama, though in the Indian ocean 
afliftcd by pilots, had as great trials of his 
valour, and much greater ones of his pru- 
dence. The force and the deep treacherous 
arts of the Moors, were not found in the 
weft. AH was fimplicity among the natives 
there. The prudence and forefight of 
Gama and Columbus were of the higheft 
rate; Magalhaens was in thefe fometimes 
rather inferior. He loft his own, and the 
lives of the greateft part of his crew, by 
hazarding a land engagement at the advice 

•'of a judicial aftrologer.    See the note, p. 
M77- 

of 
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of a tempefi:; and having recovered trie fight of land, as his 
fafeft courfe, he (leered northward along the coaft. On the 
ioth of January they defcried, about 230 miles from their lait 
watering place, fome beautiful iflands, with herds of cattle frifk- 
ing in the meadows. It was a profound calm, and Gama flood 
near to land. The natives were better drefTed and more civi- 
lized than thofe they had hitherto feen. An exchange of pre- 
fents was made, and the black king was fo pleafed with the 
politenefs of Gama, that he came aboard his fhip to fee him. 
At this place, which he named Terra de Natal, Gama left two 
of the malefactors, to procure what information they could 
againft his return. On the 15th of January, in the dufk-of the 
evening, they came to the mouth of a large river,, whofe banks 
were fhaded with trees loaded with fruit. On the return of 
day they faw fcveral little boats with palm-tree leaves making 
towards them, and the natives came aboard without hefitation 
or fear. Gama received them kindly, gave them an entertain- 
ment, and fome filken garments, which they received with 
vifible joy. Only one of them however could fpeak a little 
broken Arabic. From him Fernan Martinho learned, that not 
far diftant was a country where mips, in fhape and fize like 
Gama's, frequently reforted. This gave the fleet great Spirits, 
and the admiral named this place The River of Good Signs. 

Here, while Gama careened and refitted his fliips, the crews 
were attacked with a violent fcurvy, which carried off fcveral 
of his men. Having taken in frefli provifions, on the 24th of 
February he fet fail, and on the firft of March they defcried 
four iflands on the coaft: of Mozambic. From one of thefe 
they perceived feven. veflels in full fail, bearing to the fleet. 
Thefe knew Gama's fhip by-the admiral's enfign, and made up 
to her, faluting her with loud huzzas and their inllruments of 
mufic. Gama received them aboard, and entertained them 
with great kindnefs. The interpreters talked with them in 
Arabic. The ifland, in which was the principal harbour and 
trading town, they faid, was governed by a deputy of the king 
of Quiloaj and many Saracen merchants, they added, were 
fettled here, who traded with Arabia, India, and other parts of 
the world. Gama was overjoyed, and the crew with uplifted 
hands returned thanks to heaven. 

g Pleafed 
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Pleafed with the prefehts which,Gama feftt him, and ima- 
gining that the Portuguefe were Mohammedans from Morocco*. 
Zacocia the governor, drefled in rich embroidery, came to con- 
gratulate the admiral on his arrival in the Eaft. As he ap- 
proached the fleet in great pomp, Gama removed the fick out 
of fight, and ordered all thofe in health to attend above deck, 
armed in the Portuguefe manner; for he forefaw what would 
happen when the Mohammedans mould difcover it was a 
Chriftian fleet. During the entertainment provided for him> 
Zacocia feemed highly pleafed, and aflced feveral queftions- 
about the arms and religion of the Grangers. Gama /hewed 
him his arms, and explained the force of his cannon, but he 
did not affedt to know much about religion; however he 
frankly promifed to fliew him his books of devotion when- 
ever a few days refreshment would give him a more convenient 
time. In the meanwhile he intreated Zacocia to fend him fome 
pilots who might conduit him to India. Two pilots were next 
day 'brought by the governor, a treaty of peace was folemnly 
concluded, and every office of mutual friendfhip feemed to- 
promife a lafting harmony. But it was foon interrupted. Za- 
cocia, as foon as he found the Portuguefe were Chriftians, ufed 
every endeavour to deftroy the fleet. The life of Gama was 
attempted. One of the Moorifh .pilots deferted, and fome of 
the Portuguefe, who were on more to get frefh water, were 
attacked by feven barks of the natives, but were refcued by a. 
timely-afliftance from the fhips. 

Befides the hatred of the Chriftian name, infpired by their . 
religion, the Mohammedan Arabs had other reafons to wifh. 
the deftru&ion of Gama.* Before this period, thefe Arabs were- 
almoft the only merchants of the Eaft; they had colonies in 
every place convenient for trade, and were the fole mafters of 
the Ethiopian, Arabian, and Indian Teas. They clearly fore- 
faw, the confequences of the arrival of Europeans, and every 
art "was foon exerted to prevent fuch formidable rivals from ef- 
fecting any footing in the Eaft. To thefe Mohammedan 
traders, the Portuguefe, on account of their religion, gave the 
name of Moors. 

Immediately after the fkirmifh at the watering-place, Gama, 
having one Moorifh pilot, fet fail, but was foon driven back to 
the fame ifland by tempeftuous weather.    He now refolved to 

take 
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take in frefh water by force. The Moors perceived his inten- 
tion, about two thou/and of whom riling from ambufh, 
attacked the Portuguefe detachment. But the prudence of 
Cama had not been afleep. His fhips were ftationed with art, 
and his artillery not only difperfed the hoftile Moors, but re- 
duced their town, which was built of wood, into a heap of 
aflies. Among fome prifoners taken by Paulus de Gama was a 
pilot, and Zacocia begging forgivenefs for his treachery, fent 
another, whofe /kill in navigation he greatly commended. 

A war with the Moors was now begun.    Gama perceived 
that their jealoufy of European rivals gave him nothing to expect 
but open hoftility and fecret treachery; and he knew what nu- 
merous colonies they had on every trading coaft of the Eaft. 
To imprefs them therefore with the terror of his arms on their 
firft aft of treachery, was worthy of a great commander.    Nor 
was he remifs in his attention to the chief pilot, who had been 
laft fent. Heperceived in him a kind of anxious.endeavour to bear 
near fome little iflands, and fufpe&ing there were unfeen rocks 
in that courfe, he confidently charged the pilot with guilt, and 
ordered him to he feverely whipped.    The punifhment pro- 
duced a confeflion and promifes of fidelity.    And he now ad- 
vifed Gama to ftand for Quiloa, which he affured him was in- 
habited by Chriftians.    Three Ethiopian Chriftians had come   . 
aboard the fleet while at Zacocia's ifland, and the current opi- 
nions of Prefter John's country inclined Gama to try if he 
could find a port, where he might expedr. the afliftance of a 
people of his own religion.    A violent ftorm however drove 
the fleet from Quiloa, and being now near Mombaze, the pilot 
advifed him to enter that harbour, where, he faid,   there were 
ajfo many Chriftians. 

The city of Mombaza is agreeably fituated on an ifland, 
formed by a river which empties itfelf into  the  fea by two 
mouths.    The buildings are lofty and of firm ftone, and the. 
country abounds with fruit trees and cattle.. .Gama, happy to. 
find a harbour where every thing wore the appearance of" civi-    < 
lization, ordered the ileet to cafl anchor, which was fcarcely ■ 
done,   when a galley,   in which were  lop men in Turkifli .-• 
habit, armed with bucklers and fabres, rowed up to the .flag 
fbip.    All of thefe feemed defirous to come aboard, but only, 
four, who by their drefs feemed officers,  were admitted; nor 

g 2 were 
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wererthefe allowed, till flxipt-of their arms. As foon as GTS- 
board,- they .extolled the prudence of Gama in refilling admitv 
jtance to armed ftrangers ; and by their behaviour, feemed de- 
furous to gain- the good opinion of the fleet. Their country; 
they boafted, contained all the riches of India, and their king-, 
they profefled,was ambitious of entering into a friendly treaty 
with the Portuguefe, with whofe renown he was well ac- 
quainted. And that a conference with his majefty and the 
offices of friendfliip might be rendered more convenient, Gama 
was requefted and advifed to enter the harbour. As no place 
could be more commodious for the recovery of the fick, and the 
whole fleet was fickly, Gama refolved to enter the port; and in 
the meanwhile fent two of the pardoned criminals as an embafly 
to the king. Thefe the king treated with the greateft kind- 
nefs, ordered his officers to- fhew them the ftrength and opu- 
lence of his city; and on. their return to the navy, he fent a 
prefent to Gama of the moft valuable fpices, of which he 
boafted fuch abundance, that the Portuguefe, he faid, if they 
regarded their own intereft, would feek for no other India. 

To make treaties of commerce was the bufinefs of Gama / 
one fo advantageous, and fo defired by the natives, was there- 
fore not to be refufed.    Fully fatisfied by the report of his fpies,. 
he ordered to weigh anchor and enter the harbour.    His own* 
fhip led the way, when a fudden violence of the tide, made- 
Gama apprehenfive of running aground.    He therefore-ordered; 

the fails to be furled and the anchors to be dropt, and gave a 
fignal for the reft of the fleet to follow his example.    This 
mainceuvre, and the cries of the failors in executing it, alarmed' 
the   Mozambic  pilots.    Confcious  of  their  treachery,   they-' 
thought their defign was difcovered, and  leapt into the fea. 
Some boats of Mombaza took them up, and refuting to put 
them on board, fet them fafely on fhore, though the admiral* 
repeatedly demanded the reftoration of the pilots.    Thefe cir- 
cumftances, evident proofs of treachery, were farther confirmed 
by the behaviour of the king of Mombaza.    In. the middle of 
the night Gama thought he heard fome noife, and on examina- 
tion, found his fleet furrounded by a great number of Moors,, 
who, in the utmoft privacy,   endeavoured to cut his  cables. 
But. their fcheme was defeated ; and fome Arabs, who remained 
on board/ :cbnfefl"ed that no Chriftians were refident either at, 
„ JT Quiloa 
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Quilda or Mombaza. The ftorm which drove them from the 
one place, and their late efcape at the other, were now beheld 
as manifeftations" of the Divine favour, and Gama, holding up 
his hands to heaven, afcribed his fafety to the care of Provi- 
vidence *! Two days, however, elapfed, before they could, 
get clear of the rocky bay of Mombaze, and having now ven- 
tured to hoift their fails, they fleered for Melinda, a port, they 
had been told, where many merchants from India reforted. In 
their way thither they took a Moorifli veffel, out of which 
Gama felected fourteen prifoners, one of whom he perceived by 
his mein to be a perfon of diftinction. By this Saracen, Gama 
Was informed, that he was near Melinda, that the king was 
hofpitable, and celebrated for his faith,, and that four fhips from 
India, commanded by Chriftian matters, were in that harbour. 
T-he Saracen alfo offered to go as Gama's meffenger to the king, 
and promifed to procure him an able pilot to condudl him to 
Calicut, the chief port of India. 

As the coaft of Melinda appeared to be dangerous, Gama, 
anchored at fome diftance from the city, and unwilling to 
hazard any of his men, he landed the Saracen on an ifland op- 
pofite to Melinda. This was obferved, and the ftranger was. 
brought before the king, to whom he gave fo favourable an 
account of the politenefs and humanity of Gama, that a pre- 
fent of feveral fheep, and fruits of all forts, was fent by his ma- 
jefty to the admiral, who had the happinefs to find the truth of 
what his prifoner had told him, confirmed by the matters of 
the four fhips from India. Thefe were Chriftians from Cam-' 
baya. They were tranfported with joy on the arrival of the 
Portuguefe, and gave feveral ufeful inftructions to the admiral., 

The city of Melinda was fituated in a fertile plain, furround- 
ed with gardens and groves of orange-trees, whofe flowers difr' 
fufed a moft grateful odour. The paftures were covered withJ 
herds, and the houfes built of fquare ftones, were both elegant' 
and magnificent. Defirous to make-an-alliance with fu'ch1Ja' 
ftate, Gama requited the civility of the king with great gene-J 

rofity. He drew nearer the fhore, and urged his inftrudtiofis1 

as apology for not landing to wait upon his majefty irrjierfo'tfi/ 

<i?jlt afterwards appeared, that the Moorifli king of Mombaza had been informed !op 
what happened at Mozambic, and intended to revenge it by the total, delb-u&ion of) th«j 
ffcet.      ' 

>■<   >> The 



xlvi INTRODUCTION. 

The apology was accepted, and the king, whofe age and infir- 
mity prevented himfelf, fent his fon to congratulate Gama, and 
enter into a treaty of friendfliip.    The prince, who had fome- 
time governed under the direction of his father, came in great 
pomp.    His drefs was royally magnificent, the nobles who at- 
tended him difplayed all the riches of filk and embroidery, and 
the mufic of Melinda refounded all over the bay.    Gama, to 
exprefs his regard,   met him   in the admiral's  barge.    The 
prince, as foon as he came up, leapt into it, and diflinguifhing 
the admiral by his habit, embraced him with all the intimacy 
of old friendfliip.    In their converfation, which was long and 
fprightly, he difcovered nothing of the  barbarian, fays Ofo- 
rius, but in every thing fliewed an intelligence and politenefs 
worthy of his high rank.    He accepted the fourteen Moors,- 
whom Gama gave to him, with great pleafure.    He feemed to 
view Gama with enthufiafm, and confefled that the  make of 
the Portuguefe fhips, fo much fuperior to what he had feen, 
convinced him of the greatnefs of that people.    He gave Gama 
an able pilot, named Melemo Cana, to conduct him to Calicut; 
and requefled, that on his return to Europe, he would carry an 
ambaflador with him to the Court of Lifbon.    During the few 
days the fleet flayed at Melinda, the mutual friendfliip increafed, 
and a treaty of alliance was concluded.    And now, on April 
22, refigning the helm to his fkillful and honeft pilot, Gama 
hoifled fail and fleered to the north.    In a few days theypafTed. 
the line, and the Portuguefe with extacy beheld the appearance 
of their native fky.    Orion, Urfa major and minor, and the 
other flars about the northern pole, were now a more joyful 
difcovery than the fouth % pole had formerly been to them. 

1 A circumftanee in the letters of Ame- to mark them out. — All this is truly curi- 
rigo Vefpucci deferves remark. Defcribing ous, and affords a good comment on the 
his voyage to America. Having part the temper of the man who had the art to de- 
line, fays he, " e come defidertfo d'effcrt fraud Columbus, by giving his own name 
Autore ebefegnaJJilafteUa——defirous to be to America; of which he challenged the 
the namer and difcoverer of the pole ftar of difcovery. Near fifty years before the 
the other hemifphere, I loft my fleep many voyage of Amerigo Vefpucci, the Portu- 
nightsin contemplating the ftars of the other guefe had croffed the line ; and Diaz four- 
pole." He then laments, that as his in- teen, and Gama near three years before, 
ftruments could not difcover any ftar of lefs had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, had 
motion than ten degrees, he had not the difcovered feven ftars in the conltellation of 
fitistadtion to give a name to any one. But the fouth pole, and from the appearance of 
as he obferved four ftars, in form of an al- the four moft luminous, had given it the 
mond, which had but little motion, he name of The Crifs, a figure which it better 
hoped in his next voyage be mould be able rcfcmblcs than that of an almond. 
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The pilot now flood to the eaft, through the Indian ocean, and 
after failing about three weeks, he had the happinefs to con- 
gratulate Garaa on the view of the mountains of Calicut. 
Gama, tranfported with extacy, returned thanks to heaven, and. 
ordered all His prifoners to be fet at liberty, that every heart 
might tafte of the joy of his fuccefsful voyage.. 

About two leagues from Calicut Gama ordered' the fleet to 
anchor, and was foon iurrounded by a number of boats. By 
one of thefe he fent one of the pardoned criminals to the city. 
The appearance of an unknown, fleet on their coaft brought 
immenfe crowds around the ftranger, who no fooner entered 
Calicut, than he was lifted from his feet and carried hither and 
thither by the concourfe- Though the populace and the ftranger 
were alike earneft to be underftood, their language was unintel- 
ligible to .each other, till, happy for Gama in the event, a 
Moorifh merchant accoftcd his meffenger in the Spanifh tongue. 
The next day this Moor, who was named Monzaida, waited upon 
Gama on. board his (hip. He was a native of Tunis, and the 
chief perfon, he faid, with whom John II. had at that port 
contracted for military ftores. He was a man of abilities and 
great intelligence of the world, and an admirer of the Portu- 
guese valour and honour. The engaging behaviour of Gama 
heightened his efteem into the fincereft attachment. He offered 
to be interpreter for the admiral, and to ferve him in whatever 
befides he might poffibly befriend him. And thus, by one 
of thofe unforefeen circumftances, which often decide the 
greateft events, Gama received a friend, who foon rendered 
him the mod critical and important fervice. 

At the firft interview, Monzaida gave Gama tthe fulleft in- 
formation of the clime, extent, cuftoms, religions, and various 
riches of India, the commerce of the Moors, and-the character 
of the fovereign. Calicut was not only the imperial city, but 
the greateft port. The king or Zamorim, who refided here>. 
was acknowledged as emperor by the neighbouring princes ; 
and as his revenue confifted chiefly of duties on merchandife, 
he had always encouraged the refort of foreigners to his 
harbours. 

.Pleafed with this promifing profpe£t, Gama fent two of his; 
officers with Monzaida to wait upon the Zamorim at his palace- 
of Pandarene, a few miles from the city.    They were admitted 
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to the royal apartment, and delivered their embaffy; to which 
the Zamorim replied, that the arrival of the admiral of fo great a 
prince as Emmanuel, gave him inexprefiible pleafure, and that 
he would willingly embrace the offered alliance. In the mean- 
while, as their prefent ftation was extreamly dangerous, he ad- 
vifed them to bring the mips nearer to Pandarene, and for this 
purpofe he fent a pilot to the fleet. 

A few days after this, the Zamorim fent his firft minifter, or 
Catual, attended by feveral of the Nayres, or nobility, to con- 
duct Gama to the royal palace. As an interview with the Za- 
morim was abfolutely neceffary to compleat the purpofe of his 
voyage, Gama immediately agreed to it, though the treachery 
he had already experienced fince his arrival in the eaftern feas, 
fhewed him the perfonal danger which he thus hazarded. He 
gave his brother Paulus and Coello the command of the fleet 
in his abfence; and in the orders he left them, difplayed a 
heroifm fuperior to that of Alexander, when he crofTed the 
Granicus. That of the Macedonian was ferocious and frantic, 
the offspring of vicious ambition ; that of Gama was the child 
of the ftrongeft reafon, begotten upon the moft valorous mental 
dignity : It was the high pride of honour, a pride, of which 
the man, who in the fury of battle can rufh on to the mouth 
of a cannon, may be utterly incapable. 

The revenue of the Zamorim arofe chiefly from the traffic 
of the Moors; the various colonies of thefe people were com- 
bined in one intercft, and the jealoufy and confternation which 
his arrival in the eaftern feas had fpread among them, were cir- 
cumftances well known to Gama: And he knew alfo what he 
had to expect, both from their force and their fraud. But duty 
and honour required him to compleat the purpofe of his voyage. 
He left peremptory command, that if he was detained a pri- 
foner, or any attempt made upon his life, they fhould take no 
ftep to fave him, or to reverfe his fate -, to give ear to no mef- 
fage which might come in his name for fuch purpofe, and to 
enter into no negociation on his behalf. Though they were to 
keep fome boats near the more, to favour his efcape if he per- 
ceived treachery ere detained by force; yet the moment that 
force rendered his efcape impracticable, they were to fet fail, 
and carry the tidings to the king. For as this was his only 
concern, he would fuffer no rifle that might lofe a man, or en- 

danger 
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danger the homeward voyage. Having left thefe unalterable 
brders, he went afhore with the Catual, attended only "by 
twelve of his own men, for he would not weaken his fleet, 
though he knew the pomp of attendance would in one refpect 
have been greatly in his favour at the firft court of India. 
" As foon as landed, he and the Catual were carried in great 
pomp, in fofas, upon mens moulders, to the chief temple, and 
from thence, amid immenfe crouds, to the royal palace. The 
apartment and drefs of the Zamorim were fuch as might be ex- 
pected from the luxury and wealth of India. The emperor lay 
reclined on a magnificent couch, furrounded with his nobility 
and officers of ftate. Gama was introduced to him by a vene- 
rable old man, the chief Bramin. His majefty, by a gentle 
nod, appointed the Admiral to fit on one of the fteps of his 
fofa, and then demanded his embafly. It was againft the cuf- 
tom of his country, Gama replied, to deliver his instructions 
in a public aflembly, he therefore defired that the king and a 
few of his miniflers would grant him a private audience. This 
was complied with, and Gama, in a manly fpeech, fet forth 
the greatnefs of his fovereign Emmanual, the fame he had 
heard of the Zamorim, and the defire he had to enter into an 
alliance with fo great a prince ; nor were the mutual advantages 
of fuch a treaty omitted by the Admiral. The Zamorim, in reply, 
profefled great cfteem for the friendship of the king of Portugal, 
and declared his readinefs to enter into a friendly alliance. He 
then ordered the Catual to provide proper apartments for Gama 
in his own houfe ; and having promifed another conference, he 
difmifled the Admiral with all the appearance of fincerity. : 

The character of this monarch is Strongly marked in the 
hiflory of Portuguefe Afia. Avarice was his ruling paffion ; 
lie was haughty or mean, bold or timorous, as his intereSt rofe 
or fell in the ballance of his judgment; wavering and irrefo- 
lute whenever thefcales feemed doubtful which topreponderate. 

' He was pleafed with the profpect of bringing the commerce of 
Europe to his harbours, but he was alfo influenced by* the 
threats of the Moors. 

Three days elapfed ere Gama was again permitted to fee the 
Zamorim. At this fecond audience he prefented the letter and 
grefents of Emmanuel. The letter was£received with polite- 
nefs, but the pfefehts were viewed' With ah eye of contempt. 

h Gama 
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Gama beheld it, and ifaid he only came to difcover the route to 
India, and therefore was not charged with valuable gifts, ere the 
friendship of the ftate, where they might chufe to traffic, was 
known. Yet that indeed he brought the mpft valuable of all 
gifts, the offer of the friendship of his fovereign, and the com- 
merce of his country. He then entreated- the king not to reveal 
the contents of Emmanuel's letter to the Moors, and the king" 
with great feeming friendship defired Gama to guard againft the 
perfidy of that people. And at this time, it is highly probable*, 
the Zamorim was fincere. 

Every hour fince the arrival of the fleet, the Moors had held 
fecret conferences.    That one man of it might not return was' 
their purpofe; and every method to accomplish this was medi- 
tated.    To influence the king againft the Portuguefe, to aflafl]- 
nate Gama, to raife a general infurrection to deftroy the foreign, 
navy,   and to bribe the Catual,   were determined'.    And the 
Catual, the mafter of the houfe where Gama was lodged, ac- 
cepted the bribe* and entered into their intereft.    Of all thefe 
circumftances, however, Gama was apprifed by his faithful in- 
terpreter Monzaida, whpfe affedtipn to the foreign Admiral the. 
Moors hitherto had not fufpected.    Thus informed, arid having 
obtained the faith of an alliance from the fovereign of the firft 
port of India, Gama refolved to elude the plots of the Moors; 
and accordingly, before the dawn, he fet out for Pandarene, in, 
hope to get aboard his fleet by fome of the boats which he had- 
ordered to hover about the Shore. 

But the Moors were vigilant. His efcape was immediately 
known, and the Catual, by the king's order, purfued and brought 
him back by force. The Catual, however, for it was neceflary. 
for their Schemes to have the Ships in their povyer, behaved, 
with politenefs to the Admiral, and prpmifed to ufe all his in- 
tereft in his behalf. 

The eagernefs of the Moors now contributed to the fafety of 
Gama. Their principal merchants were admitted to a formal; 
audience, when one of" their orators accufed the Portuguefe as a 
nation of faithlefs plunderers : Gama, he faid, was an exiled' 
pirate, who had marked his courfe with blood and depredation., 
If he were not a pirate, ftill there was no excufe for giving fuch- 
warlike foreigners any footing in a country already fupplied' 
with all that nature and commerce could give.   He expatiated* 

on 
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on the great fervices which the Moorifh traders had rendered to 
Calicut, or wherever they fettled; and ended with a threat* 
that all the Moors would leave the Zamorim's ports, and find 
fofne other fettlement, if he permitted thefe foreigners any (hare 
in the commerce of his dominions. 

However ftaggered with thefe arguments and threats, the 
Zamorim was not blind to the felf-intereft and malice of the 
Moors.    He therefore ordered, that the Admiral mould once 
more be brought before him.    In the meanwhile the Catual 
tried many ftratagems to get the fleet into the harbour; and at 
laft, in the narhe of his mafter, made an abfolute demand that 
the fails and rudders mould be delivered up, as the pledge of 
Gama's honefty.    But thefe demands were as abfolutely refufed 
by Gama, who fent a letter to his brother by Mohzaida, en- 
forcing his former orders in the ftrongeft manner, declaring 
that his fate gave him no concern, that he was only unhappy- 
left the fruits of all their fatigue and dangers mould be loft. 
After two days fpent in vain altercation with the Catual, Gama 
was brought as a prifoner before the king.    The king repeated 
his accufation, upbraided him with non-compliance to the fe- 
quefts of his rriinifter, yet urged him, if he were an exile or pirate, 
.to confefs freely, in which cafe he promifed to take him into 
his fervice, and highly promote him on account of his abilities. 
But Gama, who with great fpirit had baffled all the ftratagems 
of the Catual, behaved with the fame undaunted bravery before 
the king.    He afTerted his innocence, pointed out the malice 
of the Moors,   and the improbability of his piracy;   boafted 
of the fafety of his fleet, offered his life rather than his fails 
and- rudders, and concluded with threats in the name of his 
fovereign.    The Zamorim,' during the whole conference, eyed 
Gama with the keeneft attention, and clearly perceived in his 
unfaultering mein the dignity of truth, and the confcioufnefs 
that he was the Admiral of a great monarch.    In their late ad- 
drefs, the Moors had treated  the Zamorim as fomewhat de- 
pendant upon them, and he faw that a commerce with other 
nations would certainly leiflen their dangerous importance.   His 
avarice ftrongly defired  the commerce of Portugal;   and his 
pride was flattered in humbling the Moors.    After many pro- 
pofals, it was at laft agreed, that of his twelve attendants he 
mould leave feven as hoftages, that what goods were aboard his 
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fleet fhould be landed, and that Gama fhould be fafely conducted 
to his fhip,. after which the treaty of commerce and alliance 
was to be finally fettled. And thus, when the aflaffination'of 
Gama feemed inevitable, the Zamorim fuddenly dropt the de- 
mand of the fails and the rudders, refcued him from his de^ 
termined enemies, and reftored him to liberty and the command 
of his navy. 

As foon as he was aboard * the goods were landed, accom- 
panied by a letter from Gama to the Zamorim,   wherein he 
boldly complained of the treachery of the Catual.    The Zamo- 
rim, in anfwer, promifed to make enquiry, and to punifh him 
if guilty, but did nothing in the affair.    Gama, who had now 
anchored nearer to the city, every day fent two or three different 
perfons on fome bufinefs to Calicut, that as many of his men- 
as poflible might be able to give fome account of India.    The 
Moors, in the meanwhile, every day aflaulted the ears of the 
king, who now began to waver; when Gama, who had given 
every proof of his defire of peace and friendship, fent another 
letter, in which he requefted the Zamorim to permit him to 
leave a conful at Calicut to manage the affairs of king Em- 
manuel.    But to this requeft, the mofl: reafonable refult of a 
commercial treaty, the Zamorim returned a refufal full of rage 
and indignation.    Gama, now fully mafter of the character of 
the Zamorim, refolved to treat a man of fuch an inconftant 
diflionourable difpofition with a contemptuous filence.    This- 
contempt was felt by the king, who yielding to the advice of 
the Catual and the entreaties of the Moors, feized the Portu- 
guefe goods, and ordered two of the feven hoftages, the two 
who had the charge of the cargo, to be put in irons.    The Ad- 
miral remonftrated by the means of Monzaida, but the king 
ftill perfifted in his treacherous breach of royal faith.    Repeated 
folicitations made him more haughty, and it was now the duty 
and intercfl: of Gama to ufe force.    He took a veflel, in which 
were fix Nayres or noblemen, and nineteen of their fervants. 
The fervants he fet amore to relate the tidings, the noblemen 
he detained.    As foon as the news had time to fpread through- 
the city, he hoifted his fails, and, though with a flow motion, 
feemed  to proceed on his homeward voyage.    The city was- 
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now in an uproar; the friends of the captive noblemen fur- 
rounded the palace, and loudly accufed the policy of the Moors.- 
The king, in all the perplexed diftrefs of a haughty, avaritious, 
weak prince, fent after Gama, delivered up all the hoftages, 
and fubmitted to his propofals; nay, even folicitated that an 
agent fhould be left, and even defcended to the meannefs of a 
palpable lie. The two fadtors, he faid, he had put in irons, 
only to detain them till he might write letters to his brother 
Emmanuel, and the goods he had kept on more that an agent 
might be fent to difpofe of them. Gama, however, perceived 
a myflerious trifling, and, previous to any treaty, infifted upon 
the reftoration of the goods. 

The day after this altercation Monzaida came aboard the fleet 
in great perturbation. The Moors, he faid, had raifed great 
commotions, and had enraged the king againft the Portuguefe. 
The king's fhips were getting ready, and a numerous Moorifli 
fleet from Mecca was daily expected. To delay Gama till thid 
force arrived, was the purpofe of the court and of the Moors, 
who were now confident of fuccefs. To this information Mon- 
zaida added, that the Moors, fufpedting his attachment to 
Gama, had determined to afTaflinate him. That he had nar- 
rowly efcaped from them ; that it was impoffible for him to re- 
cover his effedts, and that his only hope was in the protedtion 
of Gama. Gama rewarded him with the friendship he merited, 
took him with him, as he defired, to Lifbon, and procured 
him a recompence for his fervices. 

Almofl immediately after Monzaida, feven boats arrived, 
loaded with the goods, and demanded the restoration of the 
captive noblemen. Gama took the goods on board, but refufed 
to examine if they were entire, and alfo refufed to deliver the 
prifoners. He had been promifed an ambaflador to his fove- 
reign, he faid, but had been fo often deluded, he could truft 
fuch a faithlefs people no longer, and would therefore carry the 
captives in his power to convince the king of Portugal what 
infults and injuftice his ambaflador and admiral had fuffered: 

from the Zamorim of Calicut. Having thus difmifled the 
Indians, he fired his cannon and hoifted his fails. A calm, 
however, detained him on the coafl: fome days, and the Zamo- 
rim feizing the opportunity, fent what veflels he could fit out, 
twenty of a larger fize, fixty in all, full of armed men, to at- 
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tack him. Though Gama's cannon were well played, confident 
of their numbers, they prefled on to board him, when a fudden 
tempeft, which Gama's (hips rode out in fafety, miferably dif- 
perfed the Indian fleet, and compleated their ruin. 

After this victory the Admiral made a halt at a little ifland 
near the fhore, where he ere&ed a crofs *, bearing the name 
and arms of his Portuguefe majefty. And from this place, by 
the hand of Monzaida, he wrote a letter to the Zamorim, 
wherein he. gave a full and circumftantial account of all the 
plots of the Catual and the Moors. Still, however, he profefTed 
his defire of a commercial treaty, and promifed to reprefent 
the Zamorim in the beft light to Emmanuel. The prifoners, 
he faid, fhould be kindly ufed, were only kept as ambafladors 
to his fovereign, and fhould be returned to India when they were 
enabled from experience to give an account of Portugal. The 
letter he fent by one of the captives, who by this means ob- 
tained his liberty. 

The fame of Gama had now fpread over the Indian feas, and 
the Moors were every where intent on his deftrudlion. As he 
was near the fhore of Anchediva, he beheld the appearance of a 
floating ifle, covered with trees, advance towards him. But his 
prudence was not to be thus deceived. A bold pirate, named 
Timoja, by linking together eight veflels full of men and co- 
vered, with green boughs* thought to board him by.furprize. 
But Gama'a cannon made feven of them fly; the eighth,, loaded 
with fruits and provifion, he took. The beautiful ifland of 
Anchediva now offered a convenient place to careen his fhips 
and refrefh his men. While he ftaid here, the firfl minifter of 
Zabajo king of Goa, one of the moft powerful princes of Indian 
came on board, and in the name of his matter, congratu- 
lated the Admiral in the Italian tongue. Provifions, arms and 
money were offered to Gama, and he was entreated to accept 
the friendfhip of Zabajo. The Admiral was ftruck with admi- 
ration, the addrefs and abilities of the minifter appeared fo con- 
fpicuous. He faid he was an Italian by birth, but in failing to 
Greece, had been taken by pirates, and after various misfor- 

• It was the cuftom ofthefirft difcoverers one to St. George, at Mozambic, one to 
to ereft croffes on places remarkable in their St. Stephen, at Melinda, one to St. Ga- 
voyage.   Gama eretted fix ; one, dedicated briel, at Calicut, and one toSt. Mary, at 
to St. Raphael, at the river of Good Signs, the ifland thence named, near Anchediva. 
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tunes, had been necefikated to enter into the fervice of a Mo- 
hammedan prince, the noblenefs of whofe difpofition he com-, 
mended in the higheft terms.    Yet, with all his abilities, Gama 
perceived  an   artful inquifitivenefs,   that namelefs  foniething- 
which does not accompany fimple honefly.    After a long, con- 
ference, Gama abruptly upbraided him as a fpy, and ordered 
him to be put to the torture—And this foon brought a confef- 
fion, that he was a Polonian Jew by birth, and was fent to ex- 
amine the ftrength of the fleet by Zabajo, who was muftering 
all his power to attack the Portuguefe.    Gama on this imme- 
diately fet fail, and took the fpy along with him, who foon after 
was baptized, and named Jafper de Gama, the Admiral being hia 
godfather.   Afterwards he became of great fervice to Emmanuel.. 

Gama now flood weftward through the Indian ocean, and 
after being long delayed by calms, arrived off Magadoxa, on the 
coafl of Africa.    This place was a principal port of the Moors ; 
he therefore levelled the. walls of the city with his cannon, and 
burned and deftroyed all the (hips in the harbour.    Soon after 
this he defcried eight Moorifh veffcls bearing down upon him; 
his artillery,; however, foon made them ufe their oars in flight., 
nor could Gama overtake, any of them for want of wind.   The 
hofpitable harbour of Melinda was the next place he reached. 
His men, almoft worn out with fatigue and ficknefs, here re- 
ceived, a fecond time, every afliftance which an accomplished 
and generous prince could beftow.    And having taken an am- 
baffdor on board, he again, fef fail,, in hope that he might pafs 
the Cape of Good Hope while the favourable weather con- 
tinued, for his acquaintance with the eaflern feas now fuggefled 
to him, that the tempeftuous feafon was periodical.    Soon after 
he fet fail his brother's fhip ftruck on a fand bank, and was 
burnt by order of the admiral.    His brother and part of the- 
crew he took' into his own fhip,, the reft he fent on board of 
Coello; nor were more hands now alive than were neceflary to. 
man the two veffels which remained.     Having taken in. pro- 
visions at the ifland of Zanzibar, where they were kindly enter- 
tained by a Mohammedan prince of the fame feet with the king 
of Melinda, they fafely doubled the Cape of- Good Hope on 
April 26,  14.99, and continued till they reached the ifland of 
St. Iago in favourable weather.    But a tempefr. here feparated 
the two fhips, and gave. Gama and Coello an opportunity to 
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(hew the goodnefs of their hearts,   in a manner which does 
honour to human nature. 

The Admiral was now near the Azores, when Paulus de 
Gama, long worn with fatigue and ficknefs, was unable to en- 
dure the motion of the fhip. Vafco, therefore, put into the 
ifland of Tercera, m hope of" his brother's recovery. And fuch 
was his affection, that rather than leave him, he gave the com- 
mand of his fhip to one of his officers. But the hope of re- 
covery was vain. John de Sa proceeded to Lifbon with the flag 
fhip, while the admiral remained behind to foothe the death 
bed of his brother, and perform his funeral rites. Coello, in the 
mean while, landed at Lifbon, and hearing that Gama was not 
arrivedjimagined he might either be fhipwrecked or beating about 
in diftrefs. Without feeing one of his family, he immediately 
fet fail, on purpofe to bring relief to his friend and Admiral. 
But this generous defign, more the effect of friendfhip than 
juft confidcration, was prevented by an order from the king, 
ere he got out of the Tagus. 

The particulars of the voyage were now diffufed by Coello, 
and the joy of the king was only equalled by the admiration of 
the people. Yet while all the nation was fired with zeal to ex- 
prefs their eftecm of the happy Admiral, he himfelf, the man 
who was fuch an enthufiaft to the fuccefs of his voyage, that 
he would willingly have facrificed his life in India to fecure that 
fuccefs, was now in the completion of it a deje&ed mourner. 
The compliments of the court and the fhouts of the ftrect were 
irkfome to him, for his brother, the companion of his toils and 
dangers, was not there to fhare the joy. As foon as he had 
waited on the king, he fhut himfelf up in a lonely houfe near 
the fea fide at Bethlehem, from whence it was fometime ere he 
was drawn to mingle in public life. 

During this important expedition, two years and almoft two 
months elapfed.    Of 160 men who went out, only 55 returned. 
Thefe were all rewarded by the king.    Coello was penfioned • 
with 100 ducats a year and made a fidalgo, or gentleman of 
the king's houfhold, a degree of nobility in  Portugal.    The 
title of Don was annexed to the family of Vafco de Gama; 
he was appointed admiral of the eaftern feas, with an annual 
falary of 3000 ducats, and a part of the king's arms was added 
io   his.      Public   thankfgivings   to  heaven  were   celebrated 
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-throughout the churches of the kingdom, and feafts, interludes, 
and chivalrous entertainments, the tafte of that age, demon- 
strated the joy of Portugal. 

As the prophetic Song in the tenth Lufiad requires a com- 
mentary, we mall now proceed to a compendious hiftory of the 
negociations and wars of the Portuguefe in India; a hiftory, 
though very little known, of the utmofl>importance to every 
commercial ftate, particularly to that nation which now com- 
mands the trade of the Eaft. 

The power, intereft, and difpofition of the Moors, the maf- 
ters of the eaftern feas, pointed out to Emmanuel- what courfe he 
ought to follow, if he intended to reap either honour or ad- 
vantage from the difcovery of India. Trie accumulated trea- 
chery of the Moors had kindled a war; rbrce was now necef- 
fary; a fleet therefore of thirteen fail and 1500 men was fitted 
out for India, and the command of it given to an experienced 
officer, Pedro Alvarez de Cabral. 

The chief inftruclions of Cabral, were to,enter into a treaty 
of friendship with the Zamorim, and to obtain leave to build a 
fort and factory near Calicut. But if he found that prince flill 
perfidious and averfe to an alliance, he was to proceed to hof- 
tilities on the firfl: inftance of treachery. 

Cabral, in this voyage, was driven to America by a tempeft, 
and was the firft who difcovered the Brazils. As he doubled 
the fouth of Africa, he encountered a moft dreadful ftorm ; the 
heavens were covered with pitchy darknefs for many days, and 
the waves and winds vied with each other in noife and fury. 
Four (hips, with all their crews, perifhed; among whom was 
the celebrated Bartholomew Diaz, the difcoverer of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which, as if prophetic of his fate, he had 
named the Cape of Tcmpefts. 

When Cabral reached the coaft. of Zofala, he had only fix 
fhips. Here he engaged two Moorifh veflels, laden moftly with 
gold duft, and took them. But finding they were commanded 
by, and belonged to Foteyma, an uncle of the king of Melinda, 
he not only reftored the prizes, but treated the Xeque with the 
greateft courtefy. At Mozambique he agreed with a pilot to 

.condudl him to Quiloa. The king of this place and the admiral 
had a pompous interview. An alliance was folemnly concluded. 

.But Homeris, brother to the king of Melinda, was at Quiloa; and 
i by 
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by him Cabral was informed of a treacherous preparation to 
attack him. As his deftination- was for Calicut, he delayed re- 
venge, and proceeded to Melinda. Here he landed the Melin- 
dian ambafiador, who had been fent to Portugal; and here his 
generous treatment of the Xeque Foteyma ftrengthened the 
friendfhip and good offices which had begun with Gama. ^.   .    , 

When he arrived at Calicut, whether he was conducted by cts/Lt&h&r' 
two Melindian pilots, he fent Ayres Correa on more to fettle 
the manner how the Zamorim and the admiral were to meet. 
Six principal Bramins, whofe names were brought from Por- 
tugal by the advice of Monzaida, were given as hoftages for the 
fafety of the admiral; and the Indian noblemen, who had been 
carried away by Gama, were returned. After much delay with 
the wavering Zamorim, a commercial alliance, by which the 
Portuguefe veflels were to receive their lading before thofe of 
any other nation, was folemnly confirmed by oath, and a houfc 
was appointed as a factory for the Portuguefe; of which 
Correa, with feventy men under his command, took immediate 
pofTeffion. 

The hiftory of an infant fettlement is like that of infant 
Rome; if the fmalleft circumflances are not attended to, the 
fecret fprings of action efcape us, and we are fure to be led 
into error.    Cabral's fleet was to be laded with fpicery; but the 
Moorifh merchants, ftill intent on the ruin of their rivals the 
Portuguefe, did every thing in their power to retard it, in hope 
of another rupture.    While promifes to Cabral trifled away the 
time, the Zamorim defired his afliftance to take a large (hip 
belonging to the king of Cochin,   who not only intended to 
invade his dominions, but alfo had refufed to fell him an ele- 
phant which was   now aboard  that {hip.    There were   two 
Moorifh agents with whom Cabral was obliged to tranfact bufi- 
nefs.    To Coje Bequi he paid the greateft refpect, for he found 
him mod worthy of it; but Cemireci, the other, pretending 
great friendship to Cabral, advifed him by all means to gratify 
the Zamorim by taking the (hip of Cochin.    This veffel was 
large and full   of foldiers,  but  Cabral appointed one of his 
fmalleft, commanded by Pedro Ataide, not a fixth part of her 
fize, to attack her.    When Ataide firft made towards the enemy, 
the Indian infulted him with every fign of reproach ; but the 
Portuguefe cannon drove her into the port of Cananor, a place 

forty 
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forty miles to the north of Calicut. Here fhe lay all the night 
while Ataide watched the mouth of the harbour; and fearing 
to be burnt in the port, in the morning fhe again took to fea. 
But Ataide foon came up with her, and by the dexterous nfe of 
his artillery, made her fteer what courfe he pleafed, and at lafl 
drove her in triumph before him into the harbour of Calicut. 

This affair was of great confequence to the Portuguefe. It 
not only raifed a high idea of their valour and art of war,' but 
it difcovered a fcene of treachery, and gave them a mod bene- 
ficial opportunity to difplay their integrity and honour. When 
Cabral converfed with the captives, he found that the ftory of 
the elephant and the invafion were falfe, and that they had been 
warned by Cemireci, that the PortugUefe, a fet of lawlefs 
pirates, intended to attack them. On this, Cabral not only re- 
flored the fhip to the king of Cochin, but paid for what 
damage fhe had fuftained, and affured him he had been abufed 
by the villainy of the Moors. 

The Zamorim profeffed the greatefl: admiration of the Portu- 
guefe valour, yet while he pretended to value their friendfhip 
at the higheft rate, he ufed every art to delay the lading of their 
fliips.    Twenty days was the time flipulated for this purpofe, 
but three months were now elapfed, and nothing done.   Cabral 
feveral time complained to the Zamorim of the infringement 
of treaty, that many Moorifh veflels had been fuffered to lade, 
while he could obtain no cargo.    The Zamorim complained of 
the arts of the Moors, and gave Cabral an order, on paying for 
the goods, to unlade whatever Moorifh veflels he pleafed, and 
to fupply his own.     Cabral,   however,   was apprehenfive of 
fome deep defign, and delayed to put this order in execution: 
urged by Correa,   who feverely upbraided .him with   negleci 
of duty, he at lafr. feized a vefTel which happened to belong to 
one of the richefr. of the Moors.    A tumult was immediately 
raifed, the Portuguefe factory was fuddenly befet by four thou- 
fand of that people, and before any afliftance could come from 
the fhips, Correa, and the greatefl part of his companions, were 
maflacred.    Cabral, though greatly enraged, waited fufticient 
time to hear the excufe of the Zamorim, but waited in vain. 
Ten large Moorifh veflels burnt in the  harbour, the city of 
Calicut bombarded one day, and 600 of its inhabitants flain, 
revenged the death of Correa. 

i 2 The 
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The king of 'Cochin, when Cabral returned the fhip which 
he had taken, highly pleafed with his honour, invited him to 
traffic in his port. Cabral now failed thither, and was treated 
in the moft friendly manner. A flrong houfe was appointed for 
a factory, and a treaty of commerce folemnly concluded. Ara- 
baffadors alfo arrived from the kings of Cananor, Caulan, and 
other places, intreating the alliance of the Portuguefe, whom 
they, invited to their harbours. 

About eight hundred years before this period, according to 
tradition *, Perimal, the fovereign of India, having embraced 
the religion of Mohammed, in which he had been inftrucled 
by fome Arabian merchants, refolved to end his days as a hermit 
at Mecca. He therefore divided his empire into different fove- 
reignties, but rendered them all tributary to the Zamorim of 
Calicut. From this .port Perimal fet fail, and the Arab mer- 
chants conceived fuch a fuperftitious affe&ion for this harbour, 
though not fo commodious as many others around, that on the 
arrival of Gama it was the great centre of the Moorifli com- 
merce in India. The tributary kings, fays the author of Hijloire 
Pbilofophique, Sec. defirous to throw off their dependence on the 
Zamorim, invited the Portuguefe to their harbours. He ought 
to have added, that it was impoffible they fhould have acled fo, 
unlefs they had conceived a high idea of the Portuguefe virtue 
and valour, which was thus rewarded by the friendfhip of fome 
powerful princes, who ever after.remained true to the Portuguefe. 

When Cabral was about to fail from Cochin, he received in- 
formation from the king, that the Zamorim, with a large fleet, 
containing 15,000 foldiers, intended to attack him. Cabral pre- 
pared for battle, and the Indian fleet fled. He afterwards touched 
at Cananor, where he entered into a friendly alliance with the 
king, who fufpe&ing from the fmall quantity of fpicery which he 
bought that the Admiral was. in want of money, intreated him 
to give a mark of his friendfhip by accepting of what he pleafed. 
But Cabral (hewed a considerable quantity of gold to the king's 
meflengers, politely thanked him, and faid he was already fuf- 
ficiently loaded. Having left factors on more, and received 
ambafladors on board, he proceeded on his homeward voyage. 
Near Melinda he took a large fhip, but finding fhe belonged to. 

• See die notes, Book VII. 
a merchant 
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a merchant of Cananor,  he fet her at liberty, and told the com- 
mander,  « that the Portuguefe monarch & only afwar w£h 
t he Zamonm and the Moors of Mecca, from whom he had   e- 

linda athH girteitrieS Snd ind'g***" The king t . 1 nda, and o her Mohammedan princes, who had entfred into 
alliances with Gama and Cabral, were not of the tribe or con! 

of thl% °f th° r Wh^uhad " different Parts attemPted the rum of the Portuguefe. That people were now diftinguifhed by the 
name of the Moors of Mecca : and to diftrefs this port bcfcatne 
now a principal objecl of the Portuguefe P . 

traffic of X\nT ffY inf°rmed by CabraI of the ftates ™d 
three veflM,      I T f*l' Pe:ceivinS ** the reinforcement of 
•t le llT'Zr* ,C had feni"nder J°hn de Nova*> co^ 

warlike fli, °      tWCn? ^ the  co™™nd of which warlike fleet was given to the celebrated Vafco de Gama.    At 

manueT6^ o/ W^* * ^ " which he %led ™ 

Snf?i!ma> A*™? d°Ubled the CaPe of G°od Hope, touched at 
Sof la, and made a treaty with the Mohammedan foverei2n of 
that rich country. Mozambic was now governed1 by ane* 
monarch, who entreated an alliance with the Portuguefe which 
was granted ; and the ifle where Gama had the bafde tith the 

otc°e f" ^Cpme' f°rr0nS »*"' a moft conve»-nt wat ring- place for the Portuguefe navies.    In revenge of the plots aeaSfft ; 

himfelf  and the injuries received by Cabral, he bS the ' 
city of Quiloa with his cannon, and made the ^^1^ to' 

aTarl" ttfM """"V ?' he pr0Ceeded f°r CalLc, he m ° > a large fhip of Mecca, wh.ch, with manv people of diftinclion : 
who were going on a pilgrimage to the tomb of their ZphcT 
had lately left  that  harbour.    This vefTel   after    nS    ,'• 
juggle, in which 300 Moors were f knied' 1 e   00k and burn^ ■ 
And from fome veflels nf PalJmf-   ^ u 1    ,   !    "urnr. , r    ,    ,     , vciieis or ^ancut, as he approached that nnVf " 

the city, the Zamonm fent a mefligc to offer terms of friend- 

* This officer defeated a lar?e fleet of tli,. 7,m„ •      t .. 
any thing of permanency,   o/his re unl toEurope  N^c, •?"" "? ,be ^P^ t0 effeft- '• 

I See the firft Lufiad °pC> Nova dlf«v"ed the.ifle of St. Helena. 
t Twenty children were faved.    Thefe were fent ,„r;n, i. 

and educated in thefervice of Emmanuel.    Their hLov fct^ W /' ^ ^ baPdzfd 

writers, mews us the chanter of thefe times m      '    °a<bd °f ^ thc i'^uguefc 

fhip, 
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fhip, to excufe the maflfacre of the Portuguefe under Correa, as 
the fole action of an enraged populace, with which government 
had no concern •„ and added, that the fate of-the fhip of Mecca 
he hoped would fuffice for revenge. Gama, previous to any 
new treaty, demanded a reftitution of the goods of which the 
Portuguefe factory had been plundered, and threatened to put 
his prifoners to death and batter the city in cafe of refufal. 
After waiting fome time in vain for an anfwer, Gama ordered 
his thirty prifoners to be hanged and their bodies to be fent 
afhore, together with a letter, declaring war againft the Za- 
morim, in the name of the king of Portugal. And next day, 
having for feveral hours played his cannon upon the city, he 
fleered his courfe for the more friendly port of Cochin. 

Here the factors who had been left by Cabral gave Gama 
the higheft character of the faith of the king, and his earned 
defire to cultivate the friendfhip of the Portuguefe; and the 
former alliance was mutually confirmed by the king and the ad- 
miral. The Zamorim, who with rage and regret beheld the 
commerce of Europe carried to other harbours, fent a Bramin 
to Gama, while he was lading at Cochin, intreating an oblivion 
of paft injuries, and a renewal of the league of amity. The 
Admiral, ftill defirous to cultivate friendfhip, gave the com- 
mand of the fleet to his coufin Stephen de Gama, and with two 
mips only failed for Calicut; yet, left treachery mould be in- 
tended, he ordered Vincent Sodre with five fhips to follow him. 
On his arrival at the city, he found that diflimulation was ftill 
the character of the-Zamorim. Four and thirty vellels, full of 
armed men, attacked Gama's fhip with great fury, for the other 
vellel he had fent to haften the fquadron of Sodre. In this 
fituation nothing but a briflc wind could pofiibly fave Gama, 
and a brifk gale in this extremity rofe and carried him beyond 
the reach of the fleet of Calicut. But having met the reinforce- 
ment of Sodre, the Admiral immediately returned, and totally 
deftroyed the fleet of the enemy. 

Difappointed in war, the Zamorim now by intreaties and 
threats endeavoured to bring the king of Cochin into his in- 
tereft. But that prince, with the greateft honour, refufed to 
betray the Portuguefe.; and Gama having promifed to leave a 
fquadron to protect his harbour, failed with thirteen loaded 
fhips for the port of Cananor.    On his way thither, as he paft 

within 
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•within a few miles of Calicut, he was again vigoroufly attacked 
by twenty-nine veflels, fitted out by the Zamorim, on purpofe 
to intercept him. Gama ordered three mips, which had the 
leaft loading, to begin the engagement, and victory foon de- 
clared in his favour. He then proceeded to Cananor, where he 
entered into a treaty with the fovereign, who bound himfelf 
never to make war on the king of Cochin, or to aflift the Za- 
morim. And Gama, having left fix mips under the command 
of Sodre, for the protection of Cochin and Cananor, failed for 
Portugal, where, after a profperous voyage, he arrived with 
twelve fliips, loaded with the riches of the Eafir. 

As foon as Gama's departure was known, the Zamorim made 
great preparations  to attack Cochin.    It  was  the purpofe  of 
Emmanuel, that Sodre fiiould be left with a fquadron to cruife 
about the mouth   of the Red Sea, and annoy the Moors of 
Mecca;   but Gama, whofe power was difcretionary,   ordered 
him not to leave Cochin, unlefs every thing bore the appear-- 
ance of peace with the Zamorim.    Sodre,   however,   though 
hoftihty was every day expedted,  prepared to depart.    Diego 
Correa, the Portuguefe agent left at Cochin, in the frrongeft 
manner urged him to do his duty and continue at that port 
but in vain     While  the  king of Cochin  refolutely  refufed, 
though advifed by many of his council, to deliver up the Por- 
tuguefe refidents to the Zamorim, Sodre, contrary to the orders 
of Gama, failed for the Red Sea, in hope of the rich prizes of 
Mecca; and thus bafely deferted his countrymen, and a prince 
whofe faith to the Portuguefe had involved him in a war which 
threatened definition to his kingdom. 

The city of Cochin is fituated on an ifland, divided from th> 
continent by an arm of the fea,   one part of which, at low 
water, is fordable.    At this pafs the Zamorim began the war 
and met fome defeats.    At laft, by the force of numbers- and" 
the power of bribery, he took the city, and the king, of Cochin 
fled to the ifland of Viopia.    Yet, though  fiript of his do- 
minions, he retained his  faith  to the  Portuguefe.    He  took 
them with him to this place, where a few men could defend 
themfelves; and though the Zamorim offered to reftore him to 
his throne if he would deliver them up, he replied, " that his 
" enemy might ftrip him of his dominions and his life, but it 
" was not in his power to deprive him of his.fidelity." 

While 
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While Trimumpara, king of Cochin, was thus fhut up on a 
little rock, Sodre fuftered a punifhment worthy of his perfidy. 
His fhip was beaten to  pieces  by a tempeft, and he and his 
brother loft their lives.    The other commanders confidered this 
as the judgment of heaven, and haftened back to the relief of 
Cochin : by ftrefs of weather, however, they were obliged to 
put into one of the Anchidivian iflands.    Here they were joined 
by Francis Albuquerk, who, on hearing the  fate of Cochin, 
though in the rigour of winter, fet fail for its relief.    When 
the fleet appeared in fight of Viopia, Trimumpara exclaiming 
Portugal,  Portugal, ran in an  extacy to the Portuguefe; and 
they in return, with mouts of triumph, announced the reftora- 
tion of his crown.    The garrifon left in Cochin by the Zamo- 
rim immediately fled.    Trimumpara was reftored to his throne 
without a battle, and Albuquerk gave an inftance of hismafterly 
policy.    Together with the thanks of Emmanuel, he made the 
king of Cochin a  prefent of  10,000 ducats.    An  ac~t which 
wonderfully excited the admiration of the princes of India, and 
was a fevere wound to the Zamorim. 

Francis and Alonzo Albuquerk and Duarte Pacheco were 
now at Cochin.    The princes, tributary to Trimumpara, who 
had  deferted  to   the   Zamorim,   were   feverely  punifhed  by 
the troops of Cochin, headed by the Portuguefe, and their de- 
predations were carried into the Zamorim's  own  dominions. 
A treaty of peace was at laft concluded, on terms greatly ad- 
vantageous to   the  Portuguefe   commerce.    But  that   honour 
which had been of the greateft benefit to  their affairs, was 
now ftained.    A fhip of Calicut was unjuftlyfeized by the Por- 
tuguefe agent at Cochin; nor would Francis Albuquerk make 
reftitution,   though   required   by the  Zamorim.     Soon   after 
this, Francis failed for Europe, but gave another inftance of 
his infamy ere he left India.    The Zamorim had again declared 
war againft the king of Cochin,  and Francis Albuquerk left 
only one fhip, three barges, and about one hundred and fifty 
men, for the defence of Trimumpara ; but this fmall body was 
commanded  by Pacheco.     Francis Albuquerk,   and Nicholas 
Coello, celebrated in the Lufiad,   failed for Europe, but were 
heard of no more. 

Anthony Saldanna and Roderic Ravafco were at this  time 
fent from Lifbon to cruife about the mouth of the Red Sea. 

The 
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Thekingof Melindawas engaged in a dangerous war with theking 
of Mombafla, and Saldanna procured him an honourable peace. 
But Ravafco acted as a lawlefs pirate on the coaft of Zanzibar. 
Though the innocent inhabitants were in a treaty of peace with 
Gama, he took many of their mips, for which he extorted 
large ranfoms, and compelled the prince of Zanzibar to pay an 
annual tribute and own himfelf the vaflal of Emmanuel. The 
Pope's Bull, which gave all the Eaft to the king of Portugal, 
began now to operate. The Portuguefe efteemed it as a facred 
charter, the natives of the Eaft felt the confequence of it, and 
conceived a fecret jealoufy and diflike of their new mafters. 
The exalted policy and honour of many of the Portuguefe go- 
vernors delayed the evil operation of this jealoufy, but the 
remedy was only temporary. The Portuguefe believed they had 
a right to demand the vaflallage of the princes of the Eaft, and 
to prohibit them the navigation of their own feas. When the 
usurpation of dominion proceeds from a fixed principle, the 
wifdom of the ableft Governor can only fkin over the mortal 
wound j for the grofleft barbarians are moil acutely fenfible of 
injuftice, and carefully remember the breaches of honour. 

The Zamorim had now collected a.formidable power for the 
deftruction of Cochin. But before we mention the wonderful 
victories of Pacheco, it will be neceflary to give fome account 
of the land and maritime forces of the Eaft. And here it is to be 
lamented, that the Portuguefe authors have given us but very 
imperfect accounts of the military arts of India. Yet it is to be 
gathered from them, that though fire arms were not unknown, 
they were very little ufed before the arrival of the Portuguefe! 
Two natives of Milan, who were brought to India by Gama on 
.his fecond voyage, defertcd to the Zamorim, and were of great 
fervice to him in making of powder and cafting of cannon. 
The Perfians defpifed the ufe of fire arms, as unmanly, and the 
ufe of artillery on board of a fleet, is feveral times mentioned, 
as peculiar to the Moors of Mecca. The veffels of the Zamo- 
rim were large barges rowed with oars, and crouded with men, 
who fought with darts and other mifllle weapons. We are told 
by Oforius, that .the pilot of Melinda, who condufted'Gama 
to Calicut, defpifed the Aftrolabe, as if ufed to fuperior inftru- 
ments. We doubt, however, of his fuperior knowledge, for 
iveknow that he coafted northward to a particular limit, and 

k then 
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one, or to arm ,h= loadftone.    ThJ piSafc themof"^ 
ropeans,  and .he Italian word Buflbla is

P.hTname of fhf 
pafs among the natives of the Eaft "" com- 

^Cochin^ 

Pacheco, P™mptedTrimump:rlt4ea
dfo0

metfr
eau"?ein °I 

to the Zamonm, or to leave the ifland.. Soon after VJ?££ 
men were brought before him, who had been fol W ' dleir " 
ployment beyond the limits he had prefcribed pl£g thc"J

em: 
them to be hanged in orifon Th? ? i J ?a,chcco °^ered 
but Pacheco in |ubl cSexorlble T? ftIe^d fo[thdr ^es, 
fent the two nmermeTto the Wc he niSh<> h°^er, he 
they might be concealed wl h th! £J£' rf" ^ d?!d 

feverity of their fate was publ cklv belfeved K **5 8nd the 

by which the paffagc to the S of CnrV "Ty ?"?Ution> 
was taken by Pacheco Thl P * /h,n mi^ht be fecured> 
and devotedYmtC^ the facrament, 
amounted only to cooo    the fleet an/   g °f ^hin's tr°°P* 
confifted of cLoo5 men     Yr* 2*. 7 °f the Zam°"™ 
vided with bS ZZl'J^:ffT^Tiy ttoPM- 

choch-theHfirfti bra11 ^^£*^a*r5 

^^-of^ 
himfelf up. for the remainder o?K       • Cr°Wn> /?d Aut 

to 
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to - profperity, Pacheco was recalled-to Europe. The king of 
Portugal paid the highefl compliments to his valour •> and as he 
had acquired no fortune in India, in reward of his fervices he 
gave him a lucrative government in Africa. But merit al- 
ways has enemies. Pacheco was accufed, and by the king's 
order brought to Lifbon in irons ; and thofe hands which- pre-- 
ferved the intereft of Portugal in India, were in Portugal chain- 
ed in a dungeon a confiderable time, ere a legal trial determin- 
ed the juftice of this feverity. He was at laft tried, and ho- 
nourably acquitted; but his merit was thought of no more, and 
he died in an alms-houfe. Merit thus repaid, is a fevere wound 
to an empire. The generous ardour of military fpirit cannot 
receive a colder check, than fuch examples are fure to give it. 

Before the departure of Pacheco, a fleet of thirteen mips, 
commanded by Lopez Soarez, arrived in India.    The new Za- 
morim beheld with regret the ruined condition of his kingdom,- 
his tributary princes not only now independent, but pofTefied of 
the commerce which formerly enriched Calicut* the fatal con- 
fequence of his uncle and predeceflbr's obftinacy.'   Taught by 
thefe examples, he defired a peace with the Portugtiefe; but 
Soarez would hear nothing till the twoMilanefe deferterswere de- 
livered up.   This perfidy to men who had been promifed protec- 
tion, the Zamorim generoufly refufed.    And Soarez, regardlefs 
of the fate of fome Portuguefe who had been left at Calicut by 
Cabral, battered the city two days,   in  place  of granting an' 
honourable and commercial peace.     Nor was this  his   only 
impolitical error.    By {hewing  fuch eageniefs to fecure the 
Milanefe engineers, he told the Zamorim-the value of thefeJ 

European artifts.    And that prince foon after applied to the 
Soldan of Egypt, who fent him four Venetians, able engineers, 
and matters of the art of the foundery of cannon. 

In the ftately fpirit of conqueft Soarez travcrfed the Indian' 
feas, deftroyed many Calicutian and Moorifh vefTels, arid made 
various princes pay tribute and confefs themfelves the vaflals of 
Emmanuel.    But the Soldan of Egypt began now to threaten '• 
hoftilities, and a ftronger force of the Portuguefe Was necefiary. 
Francifco d'Almeyda,   an officer of diftinguifhed merit,  was' 
therefore appointed Viceroy of India, and was fent with two 
and twenty fhips to aflert his jurifdi&ion.    And according to the'' 
uncommercial ideas of Gothic conqueft with which he fet out, 

k 2 he 
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he proceeded.    On his arrival at Quiloa, a meeting between hint 
and the king was appointed.    Almeyda attendedf butThe kin> 
did not, for a black cat, as he fet out, happened to crofs hS 
way, and intimidated by this evil omen, hi decSne I the inter 
view.    On this, Almeyda levelled his city with  the ground" 
and appointed another king,   tributary to Emmanuel.8 Some 
ate treacheries of Mombafla were alfo revenged by the deft™ 

tion of that city and the vaffalage of its monarch!   When the' 
Viceroy armed in India, he defeated the king of Onor   bnUr 
forts and left garrifons in various places.    T?imumpara   kml 
of Cochin, had now retired to fpend the evening 0f

?hT life if 
a Brahmin temple, and his nephew, who with gfeat pomp was 

^M$.*acknowledged himfe,f L tr=^ 
The Soldan of Egypt was at this time one of the jrreateft 

princes of the world.    The lucrative commerce of the Bail had 
long flowed to the Weft through his dominions     His £ 

• I      A^T- wefe.thus rendered numerous and powerful  and' 
bound by their political religion, in a war with the Cnriftians 
every Mohammedan prince was his ally.    A heavy revenle of 
heCrufadeswasin meditation, and Europe miferably diWded 
n   f' in,Ti ". own ruin; when, fays an author* ^ccumc 

in hiftoncal fads, the liberties of mankind were favedh! T 
voyage of Vafco de Gama: The fmews of the EgTptia^ and 
Turk,<h ftrength were cut afunder by the deftrudEfof the"r 
commerce with the eaflern world. r 

rc^T\Z'ltuC 'mTrPSl0n Whkh his trade had already received,   the Soldan refolved to prevent its utter ruin      HI 
Arcatcncd the extirpation  of all 'the Chriftians t      his S> 
minions   if the court of Rome would not order the kL of 
Portugal to withdraw his fleets for ever from the eaftern feas 
One Maurus, a monk, was his ambaffador to Rome and Ltoon 
but in place of compliance, he returned with the feverer thread 
of Emmanuel      War was now determined,  and a moft for 
midable fleet, fixty veffels of which were larger than the Por°u 
guefe   manned with Turks experienced in war,  were fentm 
the afllftance of the Zamorim. ^But by the fuperioTn^al <W 

^LtZ1£ih;o^u'y ***** *<**if™<v<tucm ,„Eurc/i J oee tnc note, p. 432. r '«"«» 

and 
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and romantic bravery of Almeyda and his fon Lorenzo,   this 
mighty armament was defeated. 

At this time Triftan de Cugna and the celebrated Alphonfo 
Albuquerk arrived in the Eaft, and carried war and victory from 
Sofala to India. Allured by the honour and truly commercial 
treaties of Gama and Cabral, feveral princes of India invited 
thefe ftrangers to their harbours. But the alteration of the be- 
haviour and claims of the Portuguefe, had altered the fenti- 
ments of the natives. Almoft every port now oppofed the en- 
trance of the Portuguefe, and the cargo of almoft every fhip 
they loaded was purchafed with blood. At the fack of the 
city of Lamo, fome of the foldiers under Cugna cut off the 
hands and ears of the women to get their bracelets and ear- 
rings with more expedition. But though thefe villains, by- 
overloading their boat with their plunder, were all drowned, 
this ftain on the Portuguefe character made war againft the 
Portuguefe name and intereft. When Albuquerk arrived be- 
fore Ormuz, he fummoned the king to become the vaflal 
of Emmanuel, and to be happy under the protection of fo 
great a prince. The king of Ormuz, who expe&ed fuch a vifit, 
had provided an army of 33,000 men, 6000 of which were 
expert archers, auxiliaries of Perfia. Yet thefe were defeated 
by 460 difciplined men, well played cannon, and the dauntlefs 
valour of Albuquerk. And the king of Ormuz fubmitted to vaf- 
falage. Lords of the feas alfo, the Portuguefe permitted no 
fhip to fail without a Portuguefe paflport. Nor was this re-' 
garded, when avarice prompted that the paflport was forged. 
A rich fhip of Cananor was on this pretence taken and plun-i 
dered, and the unhappy crew, to conceal the villany, were; 
fewed up in the fail cloths and drowned. Vaz, it is true, the1 

commander of this horrid deed, was broken. But the bodies of 
the Moors were thrown on more, and the king of Cananor^ 
the valuable ally of Portugal, in revenge of this treachery,! 
joined the Zamorim, and declared war againft the Portuguefe'.' 
Another powerful armament, commanded by Mir Hocenv a 
chief of great valour, was fent by the Soldan. Perfia alfo af- 
fifted.    And even the mountains of Dalmatia*,.by the conni- 

• The timber was brought through the Mediterranean to Cairo, and from- thence waj 
carried by camels to the port of Suez. 

nivance 
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vance of Venice, were robbed of their forefts, to build navies 
in Arabia againft the Portuguefe. 

Almeyda fent his brave fon Lorenzo to give battle to Mif 
Hocem, but Lorenzo fell the vittim of his romantic bravery. 
While the father prepared to revenge the death of his fon, his 
recall, and the appointment of Albuquerk to fucceed him, ar- 
rived from Europe; but Almeyda refufed to refign till he had 
revenged his fon's defeat. On this, a difpute between the two 
governors arofe, of fatal confequence to the Portuguefe interefl 
in Afia. Albuquerk was imprifoned, and future governors often 
urged this example on both fides of the queftion, both to protracl: 
the continuance, and prefs the inftant furrender of office. Al- 
meyda, having defeated the Zamorim and his Egyptian allies, 
failed for Europe*, crowned with military laurels. But though 
thus plumed in the vulgar eye, his eftablifhrnents were contrary 
to the fpirit of commerce. He fought, indeed, and conquered ; 
but he left more enemies of the Portuguefe in the Eaft than he' 
found there. The honours he attained were like his, who 
having extinguished a few fires in a city, marches out in triumph, 
but leaves glowing embers in every houfe, ready to burfr. forth 
in a general flame. It was left for the great Albuquerk to efta- 
blifh the Portuguefe empire in Afia on a furer bafis, on a<fts of 
mutual benefit to the foreign colonifts and native princes. 

Albuquerk, whofe power was fomewhat limitted by that of 
Coutinho, now turned his thoughts to the folid eftablifhment 
of the Portuguefe empire. To extinguish the' power of Ca- 
licut, and to erect a fortified capital for the feat of govern- 
ment, were his defigns-, and in thefe he was greatly affifted, 
both by the arms and the counfel of Timoja the pirate, 
who, greatly injured by the Indian princes, was glad to enter 
into alliance with the Portuguefe. With thirty veiTels and 
2400 men, Albuquerk and Fernando Coutinho failed from 
Cochin to befiege Calicut. It was agreed, that the troops un- 
der Coutinho, mould have the honour to land firfl. Thofe 
under Albuquerk, however, galled by the enemy, leapt firft" 
afhore. Coutinho, on this, roughly upbraided him : To con- 
quer the feeble Indians, he faid, was no fuch honour as fome 
boafted.    And I will tell the king of Portugal, he added, that 

• See his fate, p. 208. 

I entered 
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I entered the palace of the Zamorim with only my cane in my 
hand.    Albuquerk remonftrated' the danger of rafhnefs in vain. 
Coutinho ordered Jafper de Gama, the Polonian Jew, to con- 
duct him to the palace; to which, with 8oomen, he marched 
in confufed fpeed.    Albuquerk, whofe magnanimity could re- 
venge no infult when his country's intereft was at ftakc in  the 
hour of battle, followed in good order with 600 men, and left 
others properly ftationed, to fecure  a retreat, for he forefaw 
deftruction.    Coutinho, after feveral attacks, at laft, with the 
lofs of many men, entered the palace,   and gave his  foldiers 
liberty to plunder.    All was now diforder among them.    And 
Albuquerk, who perceived it, entreated Coutinho, by meflage, 
to beware of a fiercer attack.    He was anfwered, he might take 
care of the troops under his own command.    After two hours 
fpent in  plundering the palace, Coutinho fet  fire  to  it and 
marched out.    But ere he could join Albuquerk, both parties 
were furrounded  by enraged   multitudes.     Coutinho  and  his 
braveft officers fell; Albuquerk was wounded by arrows in the 
neck and left arm.    At laft, ftruck on the bread: by a large 
ftone, he dropped down, to appearance dead.    On his fhield he 
was carried off with great difficulty.    All was confufion in the 
retreat, till the  body of referve, placed by Albuquerk,   came 
up, and repulfed the enemy.    Albuquerk was carried on board 
without hope of recovery.    His health, however, was reftored 
at Cochin, and the Zamorim allowed a fort to be built near 
Calicut, and fubmitted to the terms of peace propofed by the 
Portuguefe governor. 

The ifland of Goa, on the coaft of Dccan, a moft commo- 
dious fituation for the feat of empire, and whofe prince had 
been treacherous to Gama, after various defperate engagements, 
was at laft yielded to Albuquerk. According to his defign, he 
fortified it in the beft manner, and rendered it of the utmoft con- 
fequence to the prefervation of the Portuguefe power. He now 
turned his thoughts to Malaca, the great mart of the eaftern 
half of the oriental world. Under the government of Almeyda, 
Sequeira had failed thither, and while about fettling a treaty 
with the natives, narrowly efcaped a treacherous maflacre, in. 
which feveral of his men were flain. Albuquerk offered peace 
and commerce, but demanded atonement for this injury. His 
terms were rejected, and this important place, won by moft 

aftonifhing 
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aftonifhing vi&ories,   was now added to the Portuguefe do- 
minion.    Here,   as at Goa, the governor coined money; re- 
gulated the courts of juftice, and by his generous behaviour, 
won the affection and efteem of the people whom he had con- 
quered.    He received from, and fent ambafladors to the king of 
Siam and other princes; to whom he offered the trade of Malaca 
on more advantageous conditions than it had  hitherto  been. 
And an immenfe commerce from China and all the adjacent 
regions foon filled that harbour.    For here, as at Ormuz and 
Goa, the redudion which he made in the cuftoms, gave an 
increafe of trade which almofr. doubled the revenue of the king 
of Portugal.    At every place where he made a fettlement, Al- 
buquerk promoted the marriage of his foldiers with the natives, 
and thus fecured the means of mutual defence:  a piece of the 
beft policy, though feldom adopted by other nations *.    When 
the governor returned to Goa, he was received, fays Faria, as 
a father by his family.    The ifland was at this time befieged 
by 20,000 of Hydal Can, the lord of Decan's troops, yet victory 
declared for Albuquerk.    But to difplay the terror of the Por- 
tuguefe arms was only the fecond motive of this great  man. 
To convince the Indian princes of the value of his friendship 
was his firfl care, and treaties of commerce were with mutual 
fatisfaction concluded with the king of Bifnagar, the king of Nar- 
finga, and other powerful princes.    The city of Aden, near the 
mouth of the Red Sea, was of great importance to the fleets of 
the Soldan.    Albuquerk twice attacked this place, but could not 
carry it for want of military ftores.    By the veflels, however, 
which he kept on thefe coafts, he gave a fevere wound to the 
Egyptian and Moorim commerce;  and by the eftablifliments 
which he made in India, entirely ruined it.    Mahomet, the ex- 
pelled tyrant of Malaca, aflifled by 20,000 Javans, attempted to 
recover his throne ; but the wifli of the people was  fulfilled, 
and Albuquerk was again victorious.    The Perfians, to whom 
Ormuz had been tributary, endeavoured to bring it again under 
their yoke %; but Albuquerk battened from Malaca and totally 

• The offspring of the Portuguefe marriages at this day people many of the coafts of 
India and Africa; and were Portugal what Great Britain now is, might be of the utmoft 
fervice to her commercial intereft. . 

1 When the Perfians fent a demand of tribute, Albuquerk faid it mould be paid ; and a 
large filver bafon, under cover, was prefented to the ambaflador. When uncovered, leaden 
ballets and points of fpears appeared: There, faid Albuquerk, is the tribute which the 
kings.of.Eortugal pay. defeated 
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defeated them, to the great joy of the inhabitants. Here he 
fell fick, and being advifed by his phyficians to go to India for 
the recovery of his health, the king of Ormuz, who called him 
his father, parted from him with tears. On his way to India 
he received intelligence, that a fleet, arrived from Portugal, had 
brought his recall, that Lopez Soarez was appointed to fucceed 
him, and that Iago Mendez was come to be governor of Cochin. 
When he heard this, he exclaimed, " Are thefe whom I fent 
prifoners to Portugal for heinous crimes, are thefe returned to 
be governors! Old man, Oh, for thy grave! Thou haft incurred 
the king's difpleafure for the fake of the fubje&s, and the fub- 
jedrs for the fake of the king! Old man, fly to thy grave, and 
retain that honour thou has ever preferved !" A profound me- 
lancholy now feized him; but finding the certain approaches 
of death, he recovered his chearfulnefs, and with great fervor 
gave thanks to God, that a new governor was ready to fucceed 
him. On the bar of Goa, in the fixty-third year of his age, he 
breathed his laft*, after a regency of little more than five years. 
Yet, in this fliort fpace, he not only opened all the eaftern 
world to the commerce of Portugal, but by the regulations of 
his humane and exalted policy, by the find diftribution of 
juftice which he eftablifhed, fecured its power on a bafis, which 
nothing but the difcontinuance of his meafures could fubvert. 
Under Albuquerk the proud boaft of the hiftorian Faria was 
juftified. The trophies of our victories, fays he, are not bruifed 
helmets and warlike engines hung on the trees of the mountains; 
but cities, ijlands, and kingdoms, f.rfl humbled under our feet, and 
then joyfully ivor/lnpmg our government. The princes of India, 
who viewed Albuquerk as their father, clothed themfelves in 
mourning on his death, for they had experienced the happinefs 

• A little before he died he wrote this edly read to him; and he expired with the 
manly letter to the king of Portugal, " Un- greateft compofure.    Long after his death 
der the pangs of death, in the difficult breathing his bones were brought to Portugal; but it 
of the laft hour, I urite ibis my laft letter to was with great difficulty, and after long de- 
your Bighnefs; the laft cfmany I have written lays, ere the inhabitants of Goa would con- 
to you full of life, for 1 was then employed in fent to  part  with his remains.    Goa was 
ycur fer-vice.    Ihaveafm, Bias de Al'ou- populous, its inhabitants chiefly Moors and 
ueri- I eutriat your Higbnefs to make him Indians.    Thefe, when injured by the Por- 

L great as my fer-vice defcr-ves.    ?be affairs tuguefe, would come and weep at the tomb 
efIndia will anfiuer for themfelves, and for of Albuquerk, utter their complaints to his 
;„e "    Oforius fays, the latter part of the manes, and call on his God to revenge their 
Gofpelof John, was, at his defire, repeat- wrongs. 

'                                             1 and 
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and protection which his friendfhip gave them. And the fin- 
centy of their grief (hewed. Emmanuel what a- fubjecTr he- had 
loft. The affairs of the Portuguefe in India were now in the 
happieft condition ; but there was a difeafe at the court of Lif- 
bon, which exerted its fatal malignity, that difeafe of all go- 
vernments, particularly the defpotic, the falfe accufation of the 
abfent, by thofe who are prefent at the fountain of power 

Accuftomed to the affable manners of Albuquerk, the re- 
ferred haughty dignity affumed by Soarez, gave the Indian allies 
of Portugal thefirft proof that the mourning which they wore 
for his predeceffor was not in vain. Now, fay the Portuguefe 
authors commenced the period when the foldier no more fol- 
lowed the dictates of honour, when thofe who had been cap- 
tains turned traders, and procured the loading of their mips- in 
the military way> as if upon the forage- in an enemy's country 
After having performed the parade of a new governor in vifit- 
ing the forts, and- in breaking and raifing officers, Soarez pre- 
pared, according to his orders, to reduce the coafts of the Red 
Sea to the obedience of Portugal. Another great Egvpthn 
fleet, commanded by a Turk, named Raez Solyman, had failed 
from Suez, and Soarez, with twenty-feven fhips, fet fail in 
fearch of it When he came-before Aden, he found that ftrong. 
city defenceless. Solyman, by order of the Soldan, with whom 
the governor had; quarrelled, had levelled a part of the wall 
The governor, thus at his mercy, artfully offered the kevs 
to Soarez, and entreated his friendfhip. Secure of the Moor's 
hondty, Soarez delayed to take- poffeffion,   till he had given 

\ A° / r 0l??"'f flCCt- This he f0Und in the P°rt of Gidda or Jodda, defended by the cannon of the walls. He therefore 
did not attempt it, and after burning a few defencelefs towns, 
he returned to Aden. But the breaches were now repaired and 
his own force, which had, fuffered greatly by tempeftuous 
weather ,n the Red Sea, was, he deemed, unable toX tha 
city, which now refufed to furrender. While Soarez. was em- 
ployed in this inglorious expedition, Goa was reduced to the 
grcateft danger. A quarrel about a Portuguefe deferter had 
kindled a war and Hydal Can, with an army of 30,000 men, 
laid feige to that important fortrefs. But the arrival of three 
Portuguefe (hips raifcd the feige, at a time when famine had 
almoft brought the garnfon to defpair. Nor was Malaca hap- 

pier 
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pier than Goa. The uncurbed tyranny of the Portuguefe had 
almoft driven trade from that harbour, and the dethroned king 
once more invaded the ifland with a great army. But Alexis de 
Menezes, appointed governor of that place, arrived, in the mod 
critical time, with 300 men, and faved Malaca. The trade 
with China after this greatly increafed, and the king of Ceylon, 
with whom Albuquerk had eflablifhed a valuable commerce, 
was compelled by Soarez to pay tribute to the king of Portu- 
gal. A furveyor of the king's revenue about this time arrived 
in India, vefted with a power, which interfered with, and 
lefl'ened that of the governor. Hence complaints and appeals 
were by every fleet carried to Europe, and by every fleet that 
returned the removal of officers was brought. Integrity now 
afforded no protection, and to amafs wealth with the utniofr, 
expedition, was now the befl way to fecure its poffeffion. 
Rapacity prevailed among the Portuguefe, and all was difcon- 
tent among the natives, when in 1518, after a regency of about 
three years, Soarez was recalled, and in power and title of 
governor fucceeded by Iago Lopez de Sequeyra. Albuquerk 
was dreadful to his enemies in war, and to his foldiers on the 
leaft appearance of difobedience. But at other times, his en- 
gaging manners won the hearts of all. And his knowledge of 
human nature, which formed his political condudl, was of the 
firft rate. Soarez, on the contrary, the man who refufed an. 
equitable treaty offered by the Zamorim, and was for fuclv 
errors of incapacity fent prifoner to Lifbon by Albuquerk, 
difplayed in all his tranfactions the meaneft abilities. All his 
capacity feemed to reach no farther than to preferve that folemn 
face of dignity, that haughty referved importance with which 
the dull tranfacl the moft trifling affairs; a folemnity of which 
heavy intellects are extremely jealous and careful, which the 
ignorant revere, and which the intelligent defpife. When the 
court of Lifbon fent a Soarez to fupercede an Albuquerk, they 
gave a prophecy of the fall of their empire. 

Sequeyra, the difcover of Malaca, began his regency with the 
relief of that important mart; and the king of Bintam, the 
befieger, after feveral attempts, was compelled to fubmit to a 
treaty didlated by the Portuguefe. Forty-eight mips, under the 
command of the governor, failed to reduce the ftrong fort and 
harbour of Diu or Dio, on the coaft of Cambaya, an obje£t of' 

1 2 great' 
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great importance to the Portuguefe, but nothing was attempted. 
Continual Skirmiihes, however, dyed every fhore with blood, 
while no method of cultivating the friend/hip of the hoftile 
natives was thought of. Every thing on the contrary tended to 
inflame them. John de Borba, fhipwrecked on the coaft of 
Achem, was generoufly relieved by the fovereign. George de 
Brito arrived foon after, and Borba informed him, that in the 
fepulchres of the kings were immenfe treafures of gold ; and 
that the prefent king, his benefadlor, had formerly robbed fbme 
Portuguefe veffels. Brito, at the head of 200 men, immediately 
began hoftilities, but was defeated and killed, and the kings of 
Achem became the inveterate enemies of the Portuguefe, and 
often gave them infinite trouble. The Maluco iflands were 
now difcovered. The kings of thefe at ftrife with each other, 
were each earnefl: for the alliance of the Portuguefe. But they, 
led by their ufual ideas, foon involved themfelves in war and 
flaughter. Ormuz, where Albuquerk was beloved as a father, 
was now unable to bear the Portuguefe yoke. The tribute was 
raifed, and the king complained that his revenues could not 
afford to pay it. Sequeyra on this fent Portuguefe officers to 
impofe and colled the king's cuftoms. This impolitical ftep 
was followed by its natural confequence. The infolence and 
oppreflion of the officers produced a revolt. Sequeyra, however, 
defeated the people of Ormuz, and almoft doubled the tribute 
which before they were unable to pay. It is truly aftonifhing 
how men mould expecT: that dominion thus fupported fhould 
continue long; that they could not fee that fuch victories both 
fowed and nourifhed the feeds of future war. Even the Portu- 
guefe hiftorians adopted the impolitical uncommercial ideas of 
their governors. The villainy of the Portuguefe merchants loll 
the profitable trade of Canton, and only a few efcaped with 
great hazard, obliged to fight their way through the Chinefe 
tiect. Next year Alonzo de Melo, ignorant of this, entered 
that harbour with four mips, which were inftantly feized and- 
the crews mafiacred by the enraged * Chinefe.    Faria y Soufa 

• The Chinefe, however, had too much tea of China*   at the port of Sanciam. 
Dutch policy utterly to expel any merchan- And  an event  which refutes  all  the Je- 
dize  from their harbours.     A few years fuitical accounts of the greatnefs  of the 
after this, the Portuguefe who brought gold power and perfection of the Chinefe go- 
from  Africa and fpicery from India were vernment,  foon   gave them  a better (et-- 
allowed to purchafe the filks, porcelain, and dement.   A pirate, named Tchang-fi-lao, 

made 
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makes an apology for mentioning this, and calls it a matter of 
trade, a fubjedl unworthy of grave hiftory. 

While Sequeyra was engaged in a fecond attempt upon Dio, 
Duarte de Menezes arrived in India, and fucceded him in office. 
Unmeaning flaughter on the coafts of Madagafcar, the Red Sea, 
India, and the Maluco iflands, comprife the whole hiftory of 
his regency. 

About this time died Emmanuel, king of Portugal. If this 
hiftory feem to arraign his government, it will alfo prove how 
difficult it is for the moft vigilant king always to receive juft in- 
telligence. For Emmanuel was both a great and a good king. 
Of great vigilance in council, of great magnanimity in the exe- 
cution of all his enterprizes : Of great capacity in diftinguifh- 
ing the abilities of men, and naturally liberal in the reward of 
merit. If fuch a prince as Emmanuel erred, if his adminiftra- 
tion of Indian affairs in any inftance arraign his policy, let it 
thence be inferred, what exactitude of intelligence is neceflary 
to the happy government of a diftant colony. 

The maladministration of Indian affairs was now the popular 
complaint at the court of Lifbon. The traffic of India which 
had raifed the Caliphs of Egypt to the height of their formid- 
able power, and which had enriched Venice, was now found 
fcarcely fufficient to fupport the military method of command- 
ing it, practifed by the Portuguefe. A General of the firfl 
abilities was wanted, and the celebrated Vafco de Gama, old as 
he now was, honoured with the title of Count de Vidigueyra, 
■was appointed Viceroy by John III. In 1524 Gama arrived the 
third time in India. Cochin, the faithful ally and chief trading 
port of the Portuguefe, was threatened by a powerful army of 
the Zamorim, and the Indian feas were infefted by numberlefs 
fleets of Moors, whom their enemies called pirates. To fup- 
prefs thefe Gama fent different fquadrons, who were fuccefsful 
in executing their orders.    But while he meditated far greater 

made himfelf mailer of the little ifland of pipe of China could not do, and the iflahd' 
Macao.    Here he built fleets which blocked of Macao was given them by the emperor, 
up the ports of China, and laid feige to in  reward  of this eminent  fervice.    The 
Canton itfelf.    In this crifis of diftrefs the porcelain of China is not fo brittle, nor the 
Chinefe implored the afliftance of the Por- figures upon  it  more  awkward,  than the 
tuguefc, whom they had lately expelled as Chinefe (Irength and policy mull appear in 
the worfl of mankind.    Two or three Por- the light which   this   event  throws upon 
tuguefe floops effgfted what the potent era- them. 

defigns,. 
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defigns, defigns of the fame exalted and liberal policy which 
had been begun by himfelf, and fo glorioufly profecuted by AI- 
buquerk, death, at the end of three months, clofed the regency 
of Gama.    It was the cuftom of the kings of Portugal to fend 
commiflions fealed up to India, with orders, which mould be 
firft opened when a fucceflbr to government was wanted. Gama, 
who.brought with him three of thefe, finding the approach of" 
diflblution,  opened  the firft commiflion.    And as Henry de 
Menezes, therein named, was at Goa, he appointed Lopez Vaz 
de Sampayo, a man of great abilities, to take the command till 
Menezes arrived.    When Menezes arrived at Cochin, he pro- 
hibited the ufual marks of public joy on his elevation, and faid, 
it was more neceflary to mourn for the lofs of their late Vice- 
roy.    Nor did the public conduit of the new governor,  the 
firft, fays Faria, who honoured the memory of his predeceflbr, 
deviate from, this generous principle.    A Portuguefe vefiel at 
this time committed feveral depredations on ftates at peace with 
Portugal.    This fhip, by order of Menezes, was taken, and the 
crew were impaled.    A noble inftance of juftice, of more po- 
litical fervice than all the victories of a Soarez.    The danger of 
Cochin required war, and Menezes carried it into the territories 
of the Zamorim, whom he feverely humbled.    The Portuguefe 
arms cleared the feas of pirates, took the ftrong city of Dofar, 
and reduced fome valuable iflands on the Red Sea.    Great pre- 
parations \yere alfp made for the reduction of Dio, when Me- 
nezes, after a regency of thirteen months, died of a mortifica- 
tion in his leg.    That he left the military power of the Portu- 
guefe much more formidable than he found it, is the leaft of 
his praife.    Every where, at Ormuz in particular, he curbed 
the infolence and rapacity of his countrymen, and proved that 
time was only wanting for him to have reftored the fituation of 
India as left by Albuquerk.    He convinced the Indian princes 
that rapacity was not the character of all the Portuguefe, for he 
accepted of no prefent, though many,   as the cuftom of the 
country, were offered to him.    At his death, which happened 
in his thirtieth year, thirteen reals and an half, not a crown in 
the whole, was all the private property found in the pofleflion 
of this young governor. 

Other   tranfa&ions   now fucceed.      The   fecond  and   third 
cornmiflions,   brought  by   Gama,   were  unopened,   and  left 

he 
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he who was firft named mould be diftant, Menezes", on his 
death-bed, appointed Francis de Sa to aflume the command' 
till the arrival of the proper governor. On opening the fecortd 
commiffion, Pedro de Mafcarenhas was found named. As this 
officer was at Malaca, a council was" held, wherein it was re- 
folved to fet afide Francis de Sa, and open the third commif- 
fion. Sampayo, who in this was appointed, took an oath fo 
refign on the arrival of Mafcarene, and immediately he.aflumed 
the power of government. Mafcarene about this time per- 
formed fome actions of great military fplendor in defence of 
Malaca. The king of Bintam, with feveral auxiliary^ princes, 
who with numerous armies threatened deftruction to the Portu- 
guefe fettlement, were defeated by this brave officer. The 
Spaniards about this time took pofleffion of fome of the Maluco 
iflands, where the treachery of the Portuguefe had made their 
name odious. Don George de Menezes and Don Garcia En- 
riquez, two captains on this ftation, put one another alternately 
in irons. They at laft' came to a civil war, wherein Garcia 
was worfted ; and Menezes was defeated by the Spaniards, who 
publickly executed fome of his officers, as traitors to Charles V. 
to whom they owed no allegiance. Oppreffed by the tyranny 
of the Moors, the king of Sunda implored the protection of 
the Portuguefe, offered to pay a confiderable tribute, and en- 
treated them to built a fort in his dominions. Yet it was not 
in the power of Sampayo to reftore the tranquillity of the Ma- 
lucos, or to improve the offers of Sunda. He had engaged in 
a fcheme of policy which fettered his operations. One villainy 
muft be defended by another, and the public intereft muft be 
fecondary in the politics of the moft able Ufurper of unjuft 
power. Sampayo was refolved to withhold the regency from 
Mafcarene, and therefore to ftrengthen himfelf at Cochin was 
his firft care. Where his own intereft and thatof the public- 
were one, Sampayo behaved as a great commander ;• but where 
they were lefs immediately connected, that of the latter was 
even neceffarily neglected, and fell into ruin. It was his intereft 
to crufh the Zamorim, and he gained confiderable victories over 
Cutial, admiral of the moft formidable fleet which had hitherto 
been fitted out from the ports of Calicut. Sampayo then failed 
to Goa, where Francis de Sa refufed to acknowledge him as 
governor.    This difpute was fubmited to the council of  th e 

city* 
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city, and the man in power was confirmed. Sa was then fent 
to build a fort in Sunda, but the politics of Sampayo could not 
fpare a force fufficient to overawe the Moors, and Francis de Sa 
could not effed his defign. 

The artful Sampayo now wrote to the king of Portugal, that 
a mod formidable hoftile alliance was in meditation. The nor- 
thern princes were ready to aflift; the king of Cambaya, and 
Solyman, the Turkifli admiral, had promifed the Soldan to 
drive the Portuguefe from India, if he would give him a com- 
petent armament. It was the intereft of Sampayo to make 
every preparation of defence, and every excufe for preparation. 
But he ftill kept near Cochin. The brave Hector de Sylveyra 
was fent to Dio and other places, and the reputation of the 
actions he performed ftrengthened the authority of the Ufurper. 
A fleet of five fhips now arrived from Portugal, and brought 
two new commiflions. Thefe were opened by Mexia, in- 
fpector of the revenue, and Lopez Vaz de Sampayo, contrary 
to the former commiflions, was here named prior to Pedro de 
Mafcarene. What an infatuation of government was this ! Had 
all been happy in India, this mud have baniflied harmony from 
the councils of the Portuguefe, and for a time unhinged the 
operations of juft authority. Sampayo, when he took the oath 
to refign to Mafcarene, difpatched a mefiage to Malaca with 
the tidings. Mafcarene immediately aflumed his power there, 
and Sampayo, who now expected his arrival, held a council at 
Cochin. It is almoft needlefs to name the refult. He was 

,prefent, and in power; and it was refolved that Mafcarene 
fhould not be acknowledged as governor. Sampayo then retired 
to Goa, and left Mexia at Cochin to give Mafcarene the re- 
ception concerted between them. Immediately as Mafcarene 
landed, Mexia's fpear run him through the arm, feveral of his 
company were wounded by the armed attendants of Mexia, and 
a retreat to the fleet laved the lives of Mafcarene and his friends. 

When the tidings of this reached Goa, Henry Figuera fup- 
pofed the friend of the ejected governor was difpoflefled of the 
command of Coulam, and Mexia was by Sampayo appointed to 
fucceed. Anthony de Sylveyra was fent to take Mafcarene at 
fea, to put him in irons, and to deliver him prifoner to Simon 
de Menezes, commander of Conanorj all which was performed. 
This haughty tyranny,   however,   produced loud complaints. 

The' 
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The murmur was general at Goa. Souza, commander of 
Chaul, remonftrated, and the brave Heftor de Sylveyra boldly 
upbraided Sampayo for his unworthy treatment of Mafcarene, 
to whom a trial had been refufed. Sampayo, fierce, refolute to 
perfift; Hector retired, and fummoned the council of Goa. 
A letter figned by three hundred, who promifed to fupport him 
as governor, was fent to Mafcarene. It was alfo agreed to 
feize Sampayo, but he was no ftranger to this defign, and im- 
prifonment was the fortune of the brave Hedtor. Menezes, 
governor of Cananor, as foon as he received information from 
Goa of the caufe why Mafcarene was in chains, fet him free, 
and, together with Souza, commandant of Chaul, and Anthony 
de Azevedo, admiral of the Indian feas, acknowledged him go- 
vernor. The Portuguefe were now on the eve of a war among 
themfelves, when Azevedo and other leaders propofed to ac- 
commodate difputes by arbitration. Sampayo with great cun- 
ning managed this affair. He delayed his confent, though on 
the brink of ruin, till he knew who were named as judges, and 
till he had procured a pardon for Alonzo Mexia, his friend, 
who had attempted the life of Mafcarene. Yet, though the 
^defenders of this brave officer had influence to remove one of 
-the appointed judges, and to add five others of their own nomi- 
•nation, the arts of Sampayo prevailed. The chief inhabitants 

• of Cochin attended, and confcious of their former vote in 
council againft. Mafcarene, declared, that if his title was pre- 
ferred, they would revolt to the Moors. He who does a man 
an injury, generally becomes the rancorous enemy of the in- 
jured man; and even the friends of him whofe power is on the 
decline, cautioufly withdraw from his intereft. The council, 
of Goa, who had promifed to fupport, now deferted Mafcarene, 
forward to make their peace where they feared to oppole. 
Sampayo was declared lawful governor, and Mafcarene em- 
barked for Lifbon, where he was honourably received bysthc 
Icing, and in reward of his merit, appointed governor of Azamor 
in Africa; on his return from whence he perifhed at fea. 

Sampayo, now undifturbed by a rival, but confcious of the 
accufations which Mafcarene would lay againft him, exerted all 
his abilities to recommend himfelf to his fovereign. But Al- 
meyda, not Albuquerk, was the pattern he imitated. • The prin- 
cipal leaders of the Turkifh'fleet had been aflaffinated by the 
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friends of each other, and their war fliips were fcattered in dif- 
ferent places. Sampayo fent Azevedo to deftroy all he could 
find, and Alonzo de Melo was difpatched with a proper 
force to erecl: a fort on the ifland of Sunda. What heavy ac- 
cusation of his former conduct, devoted to his private interefl, 
was this late execution of thefe important defigns! Other cap- 
tains were fent upon various expeditions. Hector de Sylveyra, 
one of the moll gallant officers ever fent from Portugal to India, 
greatly diftinguifhed himfelf; John Deza deflroyed the remains 
of the Zamorim's fleets, commanded by Cutiale, a Chinefc 
admiral; and Sampayo himfelf fpread flaughter and deva- 
station over the feas and fhores of India. Every where, fays 
Faria, there was fire and fword, ruin and defirudtion. In the 
midft of this bloody career, Nunio de Cunha arrived with a 
commiffion to fucceed Sampayo. Sampayo pleaded to finifli 
what he had begun, to clear the feas of pirates; and Nunio, 
according to the honour of that age, granted his requeft, that it 
might not be faid he had reaped the laurels already grafped by 
another. Some time after this, Nunio, in his way to Cochin, 
put into the harbour of Cananor. Sampayo, who happened to 
be there, fent. his brother in law, John Deza, to Nunio, in- 
viting him to come afhore and receive the refignation of the go- 
vernor. But Nunio perhaps feared a fnare, and he infifted that 
Sampayo mould come on board. He came, and having refigned 
with the ufual folemnities, was ordered by Nunio to attend him 
to Cochin, where, by order of the new governor, his effe&s. 
were feized and his perfon imprifoned. And foon after, amid 
the infults of the croud, he was put aboard a (hip and fent pri- 
foner to Lifbon, where his life and his property were left to the 
determination of the fovereign *. 

• When Sampayo was arrefted, " Tell carried to the caftle, and there confined in 
A unto, faid he, / have imprifoned others, a dungeon, where not even his wife was per- 
and am now imprifoned, ani one -will come mitted to fee him. After two years, the 
to imprison him." When this was report- Duke of Braganza, who admired his ralli- 
ed, " Tell Sampayo, faid Nunio, that I tary exploits, procured his trial. When he 
doubt it net; hut there Jball he tbii difference was brought before the king, who was fur- 
hefzyeen us; he defcrves imprifonment, but I rounded with his council and jud"es, his 

JhaU n-.t defer™ it." When the fliip which long white beard which covered his face, 
carried Sampayo arrived at the ifle of Ter- and the other tokens of his fufferings, fays 
cera, an officer, who waited his arrival, Faria, might have moved Mafcarene him- 
put him in irons. When he landed at Lif. felf to forgivenefs. He made a long maf- 
bon, he was fet upon a mule, loaded with terly fpecch, wherein he enumerated his fer- 
chains, and amid the infults of the populace, vices, pleaded the neceffities of public affairs,. 

and 
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The a£ts and character of this extraordinary man demand the 
attention of every country pofleffed of colonies. His abilities 
were certainly of the firfl: rate, but having made one ftep of 
villany, the neceffity of felf-defence rendered his talents of little 
benefit, rather of great prejudice to his country. The Portu- 
guefe writers, indeed, talk in high terms of his eminent fer- 
vices and military glory. But there is a furer left than their 
opinion. The Indian princes fincerely mourned over the afhes 
of Albuquerk, whom they called their father -, but there was a 
general joy on the departure of their tyrant Sampayo; a certain 
proof that his conduft was of infinite prejudice to the intereft 
of Portugal. However high and dreadful they may feem, men 
in his fituation never dare to punilh without refpecl: of the of- 
fender's connexions. The tyranny of George de Menezes, 
governor of Maluco, under Sampayo, difgraces human nature. 
He openly robbed the hou'fes of the Moorim merchants, cut 
off the hands of fome, and looked on, while a magiftrate, who 
had dared to complain, was, by his order, devoured by dogs *. 
If the embarrafiment of Sampayo ^vas the only protection of 
this mifcreant, others, however, had his fandtion. Camoens, 
that enthufiaft of his nation's honour, in an apoftrophe to Maf- 
carene, thus charadlerifes the regency of the Ufurper, " Avarice 
and ambition now in India fet their face openly againft God and 
juftice; a grief to thee, but not thy fhame !" And Camoens 
is exceeding accurate in the fadts of hiftory, and with the reft 
of his countrymen, admires the military renown of Sampayo. 
But if Sampayo humbled the Moors, it mould alfo be remem- 
bered that, according to Faria, thefe people had improved the 

and urged the examples of others, who had 
been rewarded. His defence daggered the 
king's refolution againft him, but his ufur- 
pa'tion could not be forgiven. He was fen- 
tenced to pay Mafcnrene 10,000 ducats, to 
forfeit his allowance as governor, and to be 
banifhed into Africa. But he was after- 
wards allowed to return in a private Ration 
to Portugal. His friend Alonzo Mexia, 
the infpettor of the revenue, was alfo fe- 
verely punifhed, if lefs than his rapacity de- 
ferved, may be called fevere. 

* This tyrant, on his return to Lifbon, 
was banifhed to the Brazils, where, in a 
rencounter with the natives, he was taken 
prifoner, and died the death of an American 

captive. The vittim is tied to a tree, his 
teeth and nails are drawn, burning wood is 
held to every tender part, his roaftcd fingers 
are put into the bowl of a pipe and fmoaked 
by the favages; his tormentors with horrid 
howls dance round him, wounding him at 
every turn with their poignards; his eyes 
are at laft thruft out, and he is let loofe to 
ftagger about as his torture impels himi As 
foon as he expires, his diflevercd limbs are 
boiled in the war-kettle, and devoured by 
his executioners. While George dc -Mene- 
zes fuffcrcd this torture, charity would hope 
that the remembrance of his cruelties in 
India gave him his fevereft pains. 

m 2. divifions 
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divifions made by his politics, greatly to the hurt of the Por- 
tuguefe fettlements. And when he did conquer, pufhed on by 
the rage to do ibmething eminent, every viclory was truly 
Gothic, and was in its confequence uncommercial. It is not 
earthquakes and whirlwinds that revive a blighted harveft j the 
gentle rains and mild dews of heaven alone difFufe fertility, and 
heal the chafms of the withered foil, Malaca, while governed' 
by the injured Mafcarene, was the only divifion of Portuguefe 
Afia where commerce flourifhed. After his departure, all was 
wretchednefs -, Portuguefe againft Portuguefe, piracy and rapine 
here and at the Malucos. In what condition the reft were left 
by Sampayo will foon appear. 

The king of Cochin, the valuable ally and auxiliary of the 
Portuguefe, was confined by the fmall-pox when Nunio arrived. 
Nunio offered to wait upon him, but the king declined the inter- 
view on account of the infeclion, though a fight of the new gover- 
nor, he added, he was fure would cure his fever. Nunio waited 
upon him, and heard a Ion? lift of the injuries and rapine com- 
mitted by Sampayo and Mexia. Thefe, in true policy, Nunio 
redrefled-, and the king, who complained that he had been 
kept as a Have in his own palace, was now made happy. Nunio 
vifited the other princes in alliance with Portugal, and at every 
court and harbour found oppreffion and injuftice. At Ormuz 
in particular, tyranny and extortion had defied refiftance. Nunio 
foothed and redrefled the wrongs of the various princes. Pro- 
clamation was made every where, inviting the injured Moors 
and Indians to appear before him and receive redrefs. Many 
appeared, and to the aftonifhment of all India, juftice was con- 
fpicuoufly diftributed. Raez Xarafo, the creature of Sampayo, 
prime minifter, or rather tyrant of the king of Ormuz, ftood. 
accufed of the moft horrid crimes of office. Rapine was defend- 
ed by murder; and the fpirit of induftry, crufhed to the ground,, 
fighed for fupport amid the defolate ftreets. Innocence and in- 
duftry were now protected by Nunio, and Xarafo, though a 
native of India, was fent in irons to Lifbon to take his trial. 
Nor was Nunio forgetful of the enemies, while thus employed 
in reftoring to profperity the allies of Portugal *.    Hedtor de 

• Before his arrival, Nunio greatly dif- Melinda and Zanzibar to great diftrefs. 
tingoilhed himfelf on the Ethiopian coaft. Nunio reduced Mombaza to afhes, and left 
The king of Mombaza, in hatred to the a garrifon at Melinda,   which afterwards;. 
Portuguefe, had again reduced the kings of rendered confiderable fervice to that city. 
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Sylveyra, with a large fleet, made a line acrofs the gulph at the 
mouth of the Red Sea, and let not a Moorifh or Egyptian veffel 
efcape.    Anthony Galvam, a very enthufiaft in honefty, was 
fent by Nunio to fucceed Ataide, governor of the Malucos, a ■ 
villain who trod in the fteps of Menezes.    All was in confufion 
when Galvam arrived; but he had infinitely more difficulty, 
fays Faria, to fupprefs the villainy of the Portuguefe, than to 
quell the hoftile natives.    By his wifdom, however, refolution, 
and moft fcrupulous integrity, the Malucos once more became a 
flourifhing fettlement, and the neighbouring kings, fome of whom 
he had vanquifhcd, entreated his continuance when he received 
his recal.    Anthony de Sylveyra fpread the terror of his arms 
along the hoftile coaft of Cambaya,-and from thence to Bengal. 
Stephen de Gama, fon of the great Vafco, was fent to Malaca, 
which he effectually fecured,  by the repeated defeats of the 
neighbouring princes in hoftility.    And the governor himfelf 
attempted Dio; but while employed in the reduction of the- 
ftrongly fortified ifland of Beth, where the  brave He&or de 
Sylveyra fell, a great reinforcement, commanded by Muftapha, 
a Turk, entered Dio, and enabled that city to hold out againft 
all the vigorous attacks of Nunio. 

While   the   governor was  thus  employed  in  reftoring the 
ftrength of the Portuguefe fettlements, fcenes, new to the Por- 
tuguefe, opened, and demanded the exertion of all his wifdom 
and abilities.    One  of thofe brutal  wars,   during which  the 
eaftern princes defolate kingdoms and  flied the blood of mil- 
lions, now broke forth.    Badur, king of Guzarat or. Cambaya,. 
one  of thofe horrid  characters  common  in   oriental hiftory, 
afcended the throne, through the blood of his. father and elder 
brothers.    Innumerable other murders, a&s of perfidy and un- 
juft invafions of his neighbours, increafed his territories, when 
the Mogul, or king of Delhi, fent a demand of homage and 
tribute.    Badur flayed the ambafladors alive, and boaftcd that 
thus he would always pay his tribute and homage.    Armies of 
about 200,000 men were raifed on each •fide, and alternately 
deftroyed,   fometimes   by the  fword,   fometimes   by  famine.. 
New armies were repeatedly muftered, inferior kingdoms were, 
defolated as they marched along, but Badur was at laft reduced 
to the loweft extremity.    In his diftrefs he implored the afiif- 
tance of the Portuguefe, and not only yielded Dio, a city among 

almoft 
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almoft inacceffible: rocks, but gave permiffion to Nunio to for- 
tifyit as he pleafed *. The Mogul alfo made large offers but 
thofe of Badur were accepted, fnd the king of^dh?"'*rmv 
foon after withdrew from Cambaya. Abraham k,W n! Y 

entitled Hydal Can, had- about tL timetid^igIVcScTn^ 
with an army of near half a million, but Cotamaluco the 
pnnce whom he bdieged, found means to defeS him bv fa 
mine Abraham had dethroned his own brother Mularh.m 
and thruft out his eyes. Azadacam, an expert MohJS™' 
at the head of a large army, endeavoured to revenge M^kcham' 
when the people of Decan, defolatcd by thefe brStaiI waren' 
treated Nunio to take the dominion of their country and de" 
liver them from utter ruin A<? the nP„n f 

uull"y, ana de- 
oppofite to Goa, the oTr wts teptel a™rM*T& 

witl^the0 R1"; r^2 ** deftrufti0n' enter^ intoa league" with the Hyda Can. And Azadacam, who had ratified fhe 
treaty-, by which the miferable inhabitants of Decan had out 
Acmfdvcs under the Portuguefe dominion,  now adv fed ?hi 

Sit  ne rhreC°Aer MS territ°ry h* f0rCe 0f arms-    A war enfued but  neither   Azadacam,   nor Solyman Aga   with his   Perfian 
auxiliaries, could expel the Portuguefe.    Hydal Can   tired by 

nor STJ K°f lhe /COple' °rdcred hoftilitie* ^0 ceafe, but was not obeyed by Azadacam, who, to cover his treafon attend 
to p01fQn Hydal Can.    Yet foon after the traitortughi"S^* 

on this occafion* Vc was™ cxHe in Ind a' f/i\* ferVan£ and r°m< Indian flave,, 
and as he knew how earnedthe kin*of XLA"^'        ^V" 3t fea  he dir" 
Portugal defired the pofleffion of DK 1   •       •" tr"\PurPofc: this produced a 
hopef that  to be  th'e Sngcr of't ff' C.tV" ** ^ ™?" WCrc 

agreeable tiding, would procure L pardon a    ved at Sn   T™^ ^T^' a"d 

Having eot a draught of the fort   -,,,7 , u™         j1'?0"' where h,s Pa^on was all 
copy of L treaty X Bat, he Vet fai wa^l,?,^ \^9'^ °'dcr' 
on pretence for Cambaya, in a veflbl onlv of r^r rf      ^ 'T^' ?" fuch cvidcnce 

i»* feet -dan ha./long,aJn
C
e

flCLt ffi^^r***1"™'"™* 

don 
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don with gold, for gold is omnipotent in the fordid courts of the 
Eaft. Nunio, however, compelled Azadacam to a truce, but 
a new enemy immediately arofe. The Zamorim, encouraged 
by Badur, raifed an army of about 50,000 men, but was fix 
times defeated by the Portuguefe. Badur had now recourfe to 
perfidy. He entreated a conference with Nunio at Diu, and 
with Souza, the governor of the fort, with intention to affafli- 
nate them both. But ere his fchemc was ripe, Souza, one day, 
in ftepping into Badur's barge, fell -into the water. He was 
taken up in fafety, but fome Portuguefe, who at a diftance be- 
held his danger, rowed up haftily to his afiiftance, when Badur, 
troubled with a villain's fears, ordered Souza to be killed. Four 
Portuguefe gentlemen immediately boarded his barge, and 
rufhed on the tyrant. Iago de Mefqueta wounded him, but 
though thefe brave men loft their lives in the attempt, they 
forced Badur to leap over board for fafety. A commotion in 
the bay enfued, and the king, unable to fwim any longer, called 
out aloud who he was, and begged afiiftance. A Portuguefe 
officer held out an oar, but as Badur laid hold of it, a commoa 
foldier, moved with honcft indignation, ftruck him over the 
face with a halbert, and repeating his blows, delivered the 
world of a tyrant, whofe remorfelefs perfidy and cruelty had 
long difgraced human nature. 

In this abridged view of the dark barbarous politics, un- 
blufhing perfidy, and defolating wars of king Badur, the king^ 
of Delhi, and the Hydal Can, we have a complete epitome of 
the hiftory of India. Century after century contains only a re- 
petition of the fame changes in policy, the fame defolations,. 
and the fame deluges of fpilt blood. And who can behold fo- 
horrid a picture without perceiving the ineftimable benefits 
which MAY BE DIFFUSED over the Eaft by a potent fettlement 
of Europeans, benefits which true policy, which their own in— 
tereft demand from their hands, which have in part been given,, 
and certainly will one day be largely diffufed. Nunio, as much 
as pofiibly he could, improved every opportunity of convincing 
the natives, that the friendfhip of his countrymen was capable 
of affording them the fureft defence. Greatly fuperior to the- 
grofs ideas of Gothic conqueft he addrefled himfclf to the reafon 
and the interefts of thofe with whom he negociated. He called, 
a meeting of the principal inhabitants and merchants of Cam- 

baya„ 
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baya, and laid the papers of the dead king before them. By 
thefe, the treacherous defigns of king Badur fully appeared, and 
his negociation to engage the Grand Turk to drive the Portu- 
guefe from India was detected. Cojc Zofar, one of the firft 
officers of Badur, and who was prefent at his death, with feveral 
others, witnefled the manner of it. And Moors and Pagans 
alike acquitted the Portuguefe. Letters, to this purpofe, in 
Arabic and Perfic, figned by Coje Zofar and the chief men 
of Cambaya, were difperfed by Nunio every where in India 
and the coafts of Arabia. Nor did this great politician flop 
here. Superior to bigottry, he did not look to the Pope's Bull 
for the foundation of authority. The free exercife of the Mo- 
hammedan and Brahmin religions was permitted in every Por- 
tuguefe territory, and not only the laws, the officers appointed, 
but even the penfions given by king Badur, were continued. 
The Portuguefe fettlements now enjoyed profperity. A priva- 
teering war with the Moors of Mecca, and fome hoftilities in 
defence of the princes, his allies, were the fole incumbrances 
of Nunio, while India was again fleeped in her own blood. 
While the new king of Cambaya was dethroned, while Omaum 
king of Delhi loft an army of above 400,000 men in Bengal, 
and while Xercham, the king of that country, together with 
his own life, loft almoft: as many in the feige of Calijor, Nu- 
nio preferved his territory in the Decan in a ftate of peace and 
fafety, the envy of the other provinces of India. But the ar- 
mament of the Turk, procured by Badur, now arrived, and 
threatened the deftru&ion of the Portuguefe. Selim, Sultan of 
Conftantinople, a few years before, had defeated the Soldan of 
Egypt, and annexed his dominions to the Turkifh empire. 
The Mohammedan, ftrength was now more confolidated than 
ever. The Grand Turk was at war, and meditated conquefts 
in Europe. The traffic of India was the mother and nurfe of 
his naval ftrength, and the prefents fent by king Badur gave 
him the highelt idea of the riches of Indoftan. Seventy large 
veffels, well fupplied with cannon and all military ftores, under 
the command of Solyman, Bafhaw of Cairo, failed from the 
port of Suez, to extirpate the Portuguefe from India. The 
feamen were of different nations, many of them Venetian galley- 
flaves, taken in war, all of them trained failors; and 7000 Ja- 
iiifaries were deftined to ad on more.    Some Portuguefe Rene- 
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gados were alfp in the fleet; and Coje Zofar, who had hitherto 
been the friend of Nunio, with a party of Cambayans, joined 
Solyman. The hoflile operations began vyith the feige of Dio, 
but when Nunio was ready to fail to its relief with a fleet of 
eighty vefiels, Garcia de Noronha arrived with a commiflion to 
fucceed him as governor. Nunio immediately refigned, and 
Noronha, in providing a greater fleet, by a criminal lofs of 
time, reduced the garrifon of Dio to the greateft extremity. 
Here the Portuguefe fhewed miracles of bravery. Anthony de 
Sylveyra, the commander, was in every place. Even the wo- 
men took arms; the officers ladies went from rampart to ram- 
part upbraiding the leaft appearance of langour. Juan Roderigo, 
with a barrel of power in his arms, palled his companions, 
make way, he cried, 1 carry my own and many a mans death. 
His own, however, he did not, for he returned fafe to his 
ftation; but above a hundred of the enemy were deftroyed by 
the explofion of the powder, which he threw upon one of their 
batteries. Of 600 men who at firft were in the garrifon, forty 
were not now able to bear arms, when Coje Zofar, irritated by 
the infolence of Solyman, forged a letter to the garrifon, which 
promifed the immediate arrival of Noronha. This, as he de- 
signed, fell into the hands of Solyman, who immediately hoifted 
his fails, and with the (battered remains of his formidable fleet, 
fled to Arabia, where, to avoid punifhment, he died by his 
own hands. 

But while Nurjio reftored the affairs of India, the political 
canker at the court of Lifbon accumulated its malignity. He 
did not amufe them with the glare of unmeaning Gothic con- 
quefts, and the wifdom of his policy was. unperceived. Even 
their hiftorians feem infenfible of it, and# even the author of 
Hijloire Philofophique, in his account of the Portuguefe politics, 
pays no attention to Nunio, though he even improved upon the 
ideas of Albuquerk. In place of rewards, chains were pre- 
pared in Portugal for this great commander ; but his death at 
fea, after a happy regency of about ten years, prevented the 
completion of his country's ingratitude. 

When Noronha was fent to fupercede Nunio, an allegorical 
poet might feign that the daemon of infatuation direeled the 
councils of Lifbon. Noronha's regency began with an infamous 
delay of the fuccours deftined by Nunio for Dio.    Coje Zofar, 
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by the fame fpirit of delay, was permitted, long after the de- 
parture of Solyman, to harrafs the Portuguefe of that important 
place. The Hydal Can, many other princes, and even the 
Zamorim himfelf, awed by the dignity and juftice of Nunio's 
government, entreated the alliance of Portugal, and Noronha 
had the honour to negociate a general peace ; a peace, which 
on the part of the Zamorim, gave the Portuguefe every oppor- 
tunity to flrengthen their empire, for it continued thirty years. 

Thefe t ran factions, the privateering war with the Moors, 
fome fkirmimes in Ceylon, the defign, contrary to the king's 
commiffion, to appoint his fon to fucceed him, his death, and 
the public joy which it occafioned, comprife the hiftory of the 
regency of the unworthy fuccefTor of the generous Nunio. 

Both the Portuguefe and the natives gave unfeigned demon- 
flrations of joy on the appointment of Stephen de Gama, the 
fon of the great Vafco. By his firft act he ordered his private 
eftate to be publickly valued, and by his fecond he lent a great 
fum to the treafury, which by Noronha was left exhausted. 
He vifited and repaired the forts, and refitted the fleets in every 
harbour. By his officers he defeated the king of Achem, who 
disturbed Malaca. He reftored tranquility in Cambaya, where 
the Portuguefe territory was invaded by a powerful army, led 
by Bramaluco, a prince who had been dethroned by king Badur. 
His brother Chriftoval he fent on an expedition into Ethiopia*, 
and the governor himfelf failed to the Red Sea with a fleet, 
equipped at his own expence. Here he gave a fevere wound 
to the Turkifh naval ftrength. But while every thing was in 
profperity under the brave and generous Stephen, he was fud- 
denly fuperceded by the elevation of Martin Alonzo de Souza. 
Though .no policy can be more palpably ruinous than that 
which recalls a governor of decided abilities ere he can poffibly 
complete any plan of importance; yet fuch recalls, ere now, 
had been iffued from the court of Lifbon. But none of them, 
perhaps, gave a deeper wound to the Portuguefe intereff. than 
this. Stephen de Gama trod in the fteps of his father and of 
Albuquerk. Souza's aftions were of a different character. He 
began his government with every exertion to get witnefTes to 
impeach his predecefTor, but though he pardoned a murderer on 

* For his melancholy fate, fee p. 451. 
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that condition, every accufation was refuted, and Stephen de 
Gama was received with great honour at Lifbon. Having re- 
fufed to give his Tiand, however, to a bride, chofen for him by 
John III. he found it convenient to banifli himfelf from his 
native country, the country which his father had raifed to its 
higheft honours. He retired therefore to Venice, his eftate 
40,000 crowns lefs than when he entered upon his fhort govern- 
ment of two years and one month. 

Wars of a new character now took place. By the toleration 
which Nunio gave to the religions of the natives, he rendered 
the Portuguefe fettlements happy and flourifliing. But gloomy 
fuperftition now prevailed, and Souza was under the direction 
of priefts, who efteemed the butcheries of religious perfecution 
as the fervice of heaven. The temples of Malabar were laid 
in afhes, and thoufands of the unhappy natives, for the crime 
of idolatry, were Slaughtered upon their ruined altars. This 
the Portuguefe hiftorians mention as the greatefl honour 
of the piety of their countrymen, ignorant of the deteftation 
which fuch cruelty muft certainly bring upon the religion which 
infpires it : ignorant too, that true religion, under the tolera- 
tion of a Nunio, poffefles its befl opportunity to conquer the 
heart by the difplay of its fuperior excellence. At the feige of 
Batecala, the Portuguefe foldiers quarrelled about the booty, 
and while fighting with each other, were attacked by the na- 
tives and driven to their fhips. The pay of the common foldiers 
had been diminished by Souza, and they freely owned that this 
was the caufe of the mutiny. The city afterward was taken, 
and the flrects ran with blood ; fuch was the rage of the army 
to recompence themfelves by plunder. The king of Ormuz, 
unable to pay the exorbitant tribute exa&ed from him, which 
was now fix times more than the tax impofed by Albuquerk, 
rcfigned his revenues to the Portuguefe. Azadacam, now in 
open war with his mailer the Hydal Can Abraham, drew Souza 
to his party. The defign was to dethrone Abraham, who had 
been always friendly to the Portuguefe, and to place Meale 
Can his brother in his dominions. The Portuguefe officers 
murmured at this fliamelefs injuftice, but only Pedro dc Faria, 
trufting to his venerable years, had the courage to remonstrate 
with the governor. Souza, haughty as he was, listened to the 
man of fourfcore, and confeffed that he had faved both his life 
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and his honour. The attempt, however, was highly refented 
by the Hydal Can, who gathered fuch a ftorm to crum the Por- 
tuguefe, that Souza, forefeeing the tempeft that was hovering 
over him, threatened to open the commifllons, and refign to the 
governor next named. He complained that he could not go- 
vern men who had neither truth nor honour; he did not con- 
fider, however, that his unjuft treatment of the common fol- 
diers occafioned their diforder and difobedience. But while he 
thus meditated a cowardly and treacherous retreat, treacherous 
becaufe it was to defert his poft in the hour of danger, a fleet 
from Portugal brought the great John de Caftro, the fucceflbr 
of the embarrafled undetermined Souza. 

The naval and military ftrength of the Portuguefe in India 
was in a fickly condition. Great difcontent among the few 
who were honeft; all was villainy and diforder among the reft. 
The natives, earneft for their total extirpation, from different 
provinces joined Hydal Can, and their warlike operations began 
with the feige of Diu. John de Mafcarene, the governor, made 
a brave defence, and the Portuguefe difplayed many prodigies 
of valour. Azadacam, Coje Zofar, and others, of the greateft 
military reputation, directed the attacks, and loft their lives in 
the feige. Whenever a breach was made, the Turks and 
Indians prefled on by ten thoufands, but were always repulfed. 
Unnumbered artillery thundered on every fide, and mines were 
fprung, by one of which Fernando, the fon of Caftro, was 
with his battallion blown up in the air. After eight months 
Caftro arrived with a large fleet, and without oppofition entered 
the fort. From thence he marched out at the head of 2500 Por- 
tuguefe and fome auxiliaries of Cochin. The numerous army 
of Hydal Can continued in their trenches, which were defended 
with ramparts and a profufion of artillery. But the enemy were 
driven from their works, and purfued with incredible (laughter 
through the ftreets of the city. Rume Can, the fon of Zofar, 
rallied about 8000 of his braveft troops, and was totally defeated 
by Caftro*.    It was neceffary to profecute the war,  and the 

•During the heat of this engagement, not,   the Pricft  led them  to viflory.    A 
Father Cazal, with a crucifix on the point weapon broke off an arm of the crucifix, 
of a fpear, greatly animated the Portuguefe. and Cazal exclaiming aloud, facriledge, fa- 
rr? a       '  no:wlthftanding a11  thc effort (rileJge,   revenge the /aerilejge,   infpired a 

of Cailro, put his troops at laft in great fury which determined the battle.    In many 
diforder.    But though the General  could other  engagements the leaders  promoted 
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governor, in great want of money to carry it on, defired the 
citizens of Goa to advance a loan of 20,000 pardaos, for which 
he fent them a lock of his muftacheos in pledge. A fecurity 
indeed uncommon ; but which included in it a fignal pawn of 
his honour. More money than he required was fent, and even 
the women ftript themfelves of their bracelets and other jewels 
to fupply his want. The jewels, however, he returned, and 
having with great affiduity improved his naval and military 
ftrength, he and his captains carried fire and fword over the do- 
minions of the hoftile princes, while Hydal Can, with an army 
of 150,000 men, retired before him. The king of Achem 
was alfo defeated at Malaca, and the ftubborn villainy of the 
debauched Portuguefe foldiers and traders was the only enemy 
unfubdued. While he laboured in this much more arduous 
.war, in correcting the abufes of the revenue, and the diftribu- 
tion of juftice, grief, it is faid, impaired Caftro's health and 
haftened his end, at a time when Hydal Can and all who had 
been in arms againft the Portuguefe were filing for peace. On 
the approach of death, he appointed a council of felect perfons 
to take the management of affairs. And fo poor was the great 
Caftro, that the firft act of this committee was an order to 
fupply the expences of his death-bed from the king's revenue; 
for a few reals, not half a dozen, was all the property found 
in his cabinet. 

Garcia de Sa, an experienced officer, fucceeded this great 
man, and concluded the various treaties of peace, procured by 
the arms, and in agitation at the death of Caftro, greatly to the 
advantage and honour of Portugal. Here Camocns ends his 
prophetic fong, and here alfo the mod important period of the 
hiftory of the Portuguefe empire in Afia is naturally wound up. 
A repetition of the fame oppreffive unpolitical meafures, which 
had often armed the Eaft againfl them, defcribes the conduct of 
the governors who ruled India for twenty years after Caftro. 
But the rapine of individuals every year became more ftiamelefs 
and more general.    Indian women  of quality  were publickly 

their intereft in this manner.    They often front of the  Portuguefe  fquadrons.    And 
faw the fign of the crofs in the air, and at the Portuguefe  foldiers, who faw no fuch 
different times fome Moorifh pnfoners en- perfonages,   were   thus   taught   to   believe 
quired after the beautiful young woman, and themfelves under the particular care of the 
venerable old man, who appeared in  the Virgin and St. Jofcph. 
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dragged from their friends by Portuguefe ravirtiers.    When the 
Count de Redonda was governor, a Portuguefe fhip, contrary 
to the treaty of peace, was attacked by three veffels of Malabar. 

> Redonda complained, and was anfwcred by the Zamorim, that 
fome rebels had done it, whom he was welcome to feize and 
chaftife.    Irritated by this reply, he fent Dominic de Mefquita 
with three Hups to fcour the coaft of Malabar.    And Mefquita 
loon murdered above  2000 Malabrians, the  greatcft  part  of 
whom were fewed up in their own fail cloths and wantonly 
drowned.    When the Zamorim complained, Redonda retorted 
his own reply, « It was done by rebels, whom he was welcome 
to feize and chaftife."    A fpirited  reprifal is often the moft 
decifive meafure; but this inhuman one, furely, was not dic- 
tated by wifdom.    Harraffed by their cruel awful tyrants, who 
trampled on every law of humanity and good policy, the princes 
of India combined in a general league for the utter extirpation 
of the Portuguefe.    Eaftern politics  never produced a  better 
concerted plan of operation than this, and fo confident were the 
natives of fuccefs, that not only the poffeffions of the Portu- 
guefe, but the moft beautiful of their wives and daughters were 
alfo divided among them.    Five years was this league in form- 
ing ; at laft, at the fame inftant, the king of Ternate attacked 
the Malucos, the king of Achem invaded Malaca, the queen 
of Garzopa carried her arms againft Onor; Surat was feized by 
Agalachem, a prince tributary to the Mogul; the Hydal Can 
attacked Chaul, Daman, Bazaim and Goa; and the Zamorim 
laid teige to Mangalor, Cochin and Cananor.    And even the 
ancient Clmftians of St. Thomas, perfecuted by the archbifhops 
of Goa, for non-fubmifllon to the  See of Rome, joined the 
Pagans and Mohammedans againft the natives of Portugal.    But 
where even the embers of virtue remain, danger and an able 
general will awake them  into a flame.    Luis de Ataide, the 
Portuguefe governor, was advifed to withdraw his troops from 
the exterior parts for the fupport of Goa, the feat of their em- 
pire.    But this he gallantly refufed, and even permitted a fleet 
with 400 men to fail for Portugal.    No fooner did he gain an 
advantage in one place than he fent relief to another.    Me and 
the beft troops haftened from fort to fort, and victory followed 
vi&ory, till the leaders  of this moft formidable combination 
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fued for peace.    A fignal proof of what valour and military art 
may do againft the greateft. multitudes of undifciplined militia. 

The brave Ataide, after his return to Portugal, was fent a 
fecond time Viceroy to India*, where, foon after the defeat of 
king Sebaftian in Africa, he died of melancholy, fo deeply was 
he affected with the fall of his country, which he forelaw and 
foretold. Gama, Albuquerk, and Nunio de Cunha, certainly 
underftood the great principles upon which a foreign commerce 
can only be eftablifhed and rendered fecure. But the court of 
Lifbon, and mod of the other governors, never perceived the 
true interefl of their empire. When errors in government begin, 
the wife fee the fecret difeafe, but it is the next generation that 
feels the worfl of its effects. Camoens, whofe political pene- 
tration was perhaps unequalled in his age and country, faw the 
declenfion of manners, and foretold in vain the fall of empire. 
Portugal owed its exiftence to the fpirit of chivalry and the 
ideas of liberty, which were confirmed by the ftatutes of La- 
mego. Camoens, in a fine allegory, laments the decay of the 
ancient virtues. Under the character of a huntfman he paints 
the wild romantic purfuits of king Sebaftian, and wiflies that 
he may not fall the victim of his blind pafiion. The courtier9 
he charadlerifes, 

* Ataide often checked the wild purfuits 
of the young king Sebaftian, and ftrongly 
oppofed his romantic defire to head an ex- 
pedition in Africa. The Prince, to be eafed 
of the reftraint of his prefence, fent Ataide a 
tecond time to India, and in a fpeech which 
he made to him, ftrongly charafterifed the fri- 
voloufnefs which now prevailed in the cabinet 
of Portugal. Don Conftantinc dc Braganza, 
of the blood royal, never performed one 
aftion which did honour to his abilities. 
The officers he fent out on various expedi- 
tions were generally defeated. He himfelf 
fliared the lame fate, and once faved his life 
by inglorious flight. His views were of no 
importance. He imprifoned Luis dc Melo 
for lofmg too much time in a victorious ex- 
pedition on the coaft of Malabar. In a 
defcent on Ceylon the Portugucfc feized the 
tooth of a monkey, a relick held facred by 
the Pagans, for which, according to Lin- 

fchotcn, 700,0*0 ducats were offered irv 
ranfom ; but Conftantinc ordered it to be' 
burned. The kings of Siam and Pegu pre- 
tended the real tooth was faved by a Banian, 
and each aflerting he was in pofleffion of 
the genuine one, bloody wars, which much 
endangered the Portugucfc eaftcrn fettle- 
ni;nts, were kindled; and Conftantine, 
finding himfelf embarraflcd, refigned, con- 
trary to the defire of Sebaftian. Ataide, 
on the contrary, had performed moil in- 
credible aftions, had faved the Portugucfc 
from the greateft dangers they ever fur- 
mounted in Afia. Yet when the fecond 
time Ataide went out Viceroy, Sebaftian 
did not bid him reign as he had formerly 
done. No, he bade him reign like Don 
Conftanftine a whiffler, whofe abili- 
ties reached no farther than perhaps to open 
a ball gracefully, for his politcnefs was his 
only commendation. 

each 
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 each for fome bafe intereft of his own, 
•With flattery's manna'd lips aflails the throne. 

And the clergy, the men of letters -—-—~ 

trim'd the lamp at night's mid hour, 
To plan new laws to arm the regal power, 
Sleeplefs at night's mid hour to raze the laws, 
The facred bulwarks of the people's caufe, 
Framed ere the blood of hard-earn'd victory 
On their brave father's helm-hackt /words was dry. 

Unperceiyed by the unlettered nobility, the principles of the 
conftitu,tion gradually expired under the artful increafe of the 
royal perogatiye. Jf Sebaftian was more abfolute than John the 
Firft, his power was bought by the degeneracy and w.eaknefs of 
his fubjects, the certain price with which mpnarchs purchafe 
their beloved defpotifm. The neglect of .one man of merit is 
the fignal for the worthlefs, if rich, t,o croud to cour.t. Many 
of thefe fignals were given in flie reigns of pmmanuel, John III. 
Sebaftian, and his fuceeilbr xhe Cardinal jEJenry; and thus the 
labours of an Albuquerk, a Nunio, a Caftro, and an Ataide, 
were frustrated and reverfed. Thefe governors, bred in war, 
enthujTiafts in honour, all died poor, £arafo, the creature ,of 
Sampayo, die tyrant of his mafter the king of .Ormuz, charged 
with murders and the moft unbounded extortion, was fent in 
irons to Lifbon. But he carried his treasures with him, and 
was reftored to his employments. Anthony Galvam, the moft 
honeft of men, faved the Malucos, returned poor to Portugal, 
and like Pacheco, died in an alms-houie. Some of the iirft no- 
bility and princes of the blood were after Caftro U)<ide Viceroys 
of India. Nor came they ftiere on purpofe to return with empty 
coffers*.    Under the fhade of filkeri umbrellas they rode to 

• The governors of India, about this 
time, cleared 800,000 ducats per annum. 
200,000 was the falary of the commanders 
of fomc forts, bcfide the profits of trade, 
which were immenfe, for the (hips they 
fent to Europe were loaded with the plunder 
of their rapine. Yet at this time all the 
royal revenue which arofe from the cufloms, 
and all the tribute  paid by the acquired 

territory and vaflal princes, afforded only 
1,000,000'crowns, the higheft annual furri 
received by the' kings' of Portugal, a fum 
often purchafed by armaments of much 'fj'- 
pcrior expence. Though a king of Ceylon 
was To ignorant as to refufe a'prefen; of ta- 
pcftry from the Portuguefe, his allies, becaufe 
the figures upon it, he faid, were inchant- 
ed men, who would kill him in the night 
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battle in chairs carried on men's- moulders. All was luxury, 
weaknefs, and unlimitted oppreffion. Ataide effected a glorious 
recovery of the Portuguefe affairs, but they foon relapfed with 
doubled confufion into their former diforder. Both before and 
after this period, a long fucceflion of governors, in one uniform 
courfe, regardlefs of the injury which the commerce of their 
country fuftained by their depredations, ftudioufly kindled un- 
juft wars, that they might enrich themfelves by the enormous 
plunder. Sebaftian loft his crown in Africa, and was fucceeded 
by an old weak man, his grand uncle Cardinal Henrico. • Two 
years clofed Henry's pufillanimous fway, and Philip II. of Spain 
foon after made himfelf mafter of the kingdom of Portugal. 
Totally engroffed by their immenfe American empire and the 
politics of Europe, the Spanifli court paid little attention to 
Portuguefe India. Little or no fupplies arrived from Europe. 
The commanders on the different ftations ceafed to acl: in con- 
cert with each other. Unreftrained by a regular government, 
each endeavoured to enrich himfelf. Their mother country 
groaned under the yoke of Spain. Moftly natives of the Eaft, 
the Portuguefe in India loft all affection for Portugal, and in- 
deed the political chain which bound them together was now 
but a (lender thread. The will of the captain of the fort was 
abfolute, and his prote&ion of the moil: audacious plunderers 
was the fupport of his power. Around the Malucos, fort 
after fort fell into the hands of the neighbouring princes. Some 
of the Portuguefe were impaled, others entered into the fervice 
of their conquerors, and in many actions fought againft each 
other with the greateft rancour, [n this wretched condition.of 
Portuguefe Afia, Houtman, a Dutch merchant, in jail for debt 
at Lifbon, planned the eftabliftiment of his countrymen in the 
Eaft. The Hollanders paid his debts; he-failed for the Eaft, 
and returned with credentials of his promife, which gave birth 
to the Dutch India company, an inftitution of deep commercial 

time; Though the general opinion of India Indian prince to another, their management 
efteemed the Portuguefe as a race fuperior of their revenue, and their love of luxury, 
to other men ; You are among men, faid an will foon ruin them.    And a king of Perfia 
Indian, what lions are among beafts, and a/Iced a Portuguefe captain, how many of 
nature has appointed that your fpecies fhould their Indian Viceroys had been beheaded by 
be equally few for the fame reafon ; Though the kings of Portugal ?   None, replied the 
fuch ignorance of the natives facilitated the officer: then you will not long, returned the 

of India Portuguefe victories,   fomc,   however,   had       Perfian, be the mailers of India 
.more reafon.    Let them alone,   faid one 

wifdom. 
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wifdom. In Java and the Malucos, where the Portuguefe were" 
weakeft, the Dutch began their operations, and from thence 
carried their hoftilities into Bengal and the other parts of India. 
The Portuguefe valour feemed to revive, and the Dutch, in 
many engagements, were defeated. Their vanquished fleets, 
however, carried rich cargoes to Europe, and brought frefh 
fupplies. The Portuguefe Jefuits omitted no invention that 
might inflame the natives againft them ; even their republican 
form of government was urged ,as big with ruin to the. Indian 
princes. But the deteftation of the Portuguefe name was deep 
in India j and that rooted odium, to which their villainies and 
cruelties had given birth and had long nourished, was now felt 
to militate againft them more than millions in arms. Had the 
general conduit of the Portuguefe governors been like that of 
Albuquerk, had the princes of India mourned over their graves, 
no ftrangers had ever eftablifhed themfelves on the ruin of 
fuch allies. Though repeatedly defeated in war, the Dutch 
commerce increafed, the harbours of India received them with 
kindnefs, and gave them affiftance, while the friendlefs detefled 
Portuguefe, though victorious in almoft every fkirmifh, were 
harraffed out and daily weakened. Like beafts of prey in their 
dens, or mountaineer banditti, they kept their gloomy fortrefles, 
their deftrudtion the wifh of the natives, who yet were afraid 
too openly to provoke the rage of thefe wolves and tygers. 
Five years after the arrival of the Dutch, the Englifh alfo ap- 
peared in India. The Dutch, who pleaded the law of nature, 
without ceremony entered the beft harbours, and endeavoured to 
drive the Portuguefe from their fettlements. The Englifh, in 
16c i, under Sir James Lancafter, ere&ed feveral factories in 
India, but they went to ports open to all, and interfered with 
neither Dutch, Portuguefe, nor Moorifh fettlement. Twenty 
Englifh fleets made the voyage to India without hoftility, when 
the Portuguefe Jefuits brought on a rupture, which ended in the 
lofs of the Portuguefe military reputation. Every treacherous 
art which the Moors pradlifed againft Gama was repeated by 
the Jefuits, and the event was the fame. The Jefuit Pinneus 
influenced the Mogul againft the Englifh, and commerce with 
them was interdicted. While Captain Beft in'a large fhip, and 
Captain Salmon in a bomb ketch, lay near Surat, Nunio de 
Cunha, with four large galliots and twenty-five frigates, was 
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fent to deftroy them. An Indian, who had been aboard the 
Englifh mips, told Nunio that they had not above a week's 
provifion, and that he had nothing to do but to prevent them 
to take in frefh water. Nunio replied, that he would not Jpend 
a- week's provifions upon bis own men to purcbafe a viflory that 
might be gained in an hour. And in the fame high fpirit he fent 
Canning, an Englifh prifoner in his cuftody, to help his country- 
men to fight, boafting, that he would foon take him again with 
more company. As Nunio advanced, with red banners difplayed, 
Beft weighed his anchors, and began the fight in the centre of 
the four large galliots; and Captain Salmon, in the bomb ketch, 
behaved with equal courage *. The Mogul had an army at this 
time upon the more. The beach and the eminences were co- 
vered with fpedtators. And now thofe who had deemed the 
Portuguefe invincible at fea, with aftonifhment beheld nine and 
twenty mips vanquished and put to flight by two veffels. But 
they knew not that the viftors had fought under a Drake and a 
Raleigh. After the arrival of the Dutch, the Spanifli court 
began to pay fome attention to India, and fupplies were fent 
againft them and the Englifh. ' But'Thomas Beft, in a harder 
conflict, was again victorious. Azevedo, the Viceroy nomi- 
nated by Spain, prepared an armament of eight veffels, each of 
about 600 tons, and fixty frigates; but though often braved by 
the Englifh, reinforced only with four fhips, to the deeper 
aftonifhment of all India, he declined the combat, and fuffered 
the Englifh, unmolefted, to proceed homeward with loaded 
mips. The reputation of the Portuguefe valour was now no 
more.   The Dutch power increafed, and the natives in every 

• Withington, a writer of king James's Dutch logic, was her crime ; and thus, be- 
rime, thus mentions this engagement, caufe the Portuguefe groaned under Spanish 
" Capt. Salmon, of the bomb ketch, the oppreflion, the Spanifh oppreffion in the 
Ofiander, was like a Salamander amid the Netherlands was revenged upon them. The 
fire, dancing the hay about the Portuguefe, truth is, the Portuguefe fettlements were 
frifking and playing like a falmon." The little regarded by Spain, and the Dutch in- 
■Portuguefe writers afcribc thefe victories traded upon them as the ftronger boars in a 
to the excellence of the Englifh and in- German foreft fhoulder the weaker ones 
capacity of their own gunners. Soon from the beft fall of acorns. Though beat 
after, however, the Englilh. commerce in off by the herdfmen, the ftronger boars 
India greatly declined. The Dutch pre- perfilt and 'return ; fo the Dutch perfiftcd, 
tended that their hoftilities in India were in till they fecured pofleflion. Every thing, 
•revenge of the Spanifh tyranny in the Ne- however, was different in the firft fettle- 
therlands. Portugal alfo bended down be- ment of the Englifh. The Author of Hif- 
*eath the fame cruel yoke ; yet this, in the toire Pbilo/opbique, &c. feems to decry the 
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place openly declared war againft them. Philip de Brito 
Nicote, vvhofe bravery and villainy were the fcourge and terror 
of Siam and the adjacent regions, after a brave defence, was 
overpowered in his ftrong fort of Siriam. His wife and foldiers 
were maimed and fent into flavery. He himfelf and his male- 
kindred were impaled on the ramparts of his garrifon. While 
the memory of the injuries fuffered by the natives thus poured 
deftru&ion upon the unpitied Portuguefe, the Spanifh court 
compleated the ruin of their eaftern empire. The expence of 
the fupplies lately fent, far exceeded the advantages reaped by 
Spain. And Azevedo, the Viceroy, received an order from 
the court of Madrid, to difpofe of every employment, of every 
office under him, by public fale, that money might be raifed to 
fupport his government. We now need add no circumftance 
more. The hiftory of the fall of the Portuguefe empire is here 
complete. Every thing after was headlong declenfion. A fuc- 
cefiion of governors continued, and ftill continue; but of alL 
their numerous fettlements on every coaft of the eaftern' world,. 

policy of their firft captains, who made 
themfelves mailers of no port, but bought 
their cargoes of the native merchants, an un- 
certain foundation of continuance, accord- 
ing to him, though the Englifh trade with 
China is now carried on in this manner. 
With all the fang fro:d of a materialifl phi- 
lofophcr, the Englifh perceived, fays he, 
that great ricbtt could not be acquired ta-tb- 
cut great injuftice, and that to attain the 
advantages enjoyed by the Portuguefe and 
Dutch, they mult alfo adopt their meafurcs, 
and eflablifh themfelves by force of arms. 
But James, he adds, as if he condemned 
fuch narrow policy, was too pufillanimous, 
and too much engaged in controverfial di- 
vinity, to allow warlike operations. The 
treaty of the Englifh with the potent king 
of Pcrfia, however, he mentions as an ef- 
fort of great political wifdom. But Sir 
D. Cotton's embafly into Pcrfia, in the 
Clarendon State Papers, Vol. I. p. 36. fol. 
throws another light upon this affair. The 
treaty with Perfia was the idlcfl ftep the 
Englifh could poffibly have taken. Accord- 
ing to this authentic record, the great mo- 
narch of Perfia appears little better than a 
captain of Italian banditti; and his prime 
minifter,  raifed from the meanefl fUtion, 

was a greater fhuffler and villain than his. 
mailer. The treaty with Perfia, indeed,, 
alarmed the Mogul> the Portuguefe and 
the Dutch, and brought hoflilities upon the 
Englifh, which the pufillanimous James 
would not allow them to punifh as juftice 
required. But it was not two months to- 
gether in the mind, nor was it in the power 
of the tyrant of Perfia to give any effectual 
affiftance to the Englifh. A Perfian boxed 
Lord Shirley, the Sophi's amhafTador, in the- 
prefence of James, and each charged the 
other with impofhire. And the king of 
Perfia and his minifler did nothing but 
fcruple the credentials fent from England, 
and endeavour to extort prefents. While 
James thus amufed himfelf with his Per- 
fian ncgociation, as fagacious and fruitlefs 
as thofe he held with the court of Spain 
and the Prince Palatine, the commerce of 
his fubjefts languifhcd in India. Hopelefs 
of any help from Pcrfia, they entered into 
a kind of partnerfhip in fome of the Dutch 
fettlements. But when the Hollander found 
his opportunity, the Englifh of Amboyna 
and other places experienced injuries and 
cruelties, which are yet unatoned, and which 
for many years rendered them of little or no 
confequence in the Eaft. 

the 
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the ports of Goa and Diu in India, and the ifle of Macao in the 
bay of Canton, only remain in the pofTeffion of the Portuguefe. 
Two fmall veflels, often Chinefe, once in the year carry fome 
porcelaine to Goa and Diu, but thefe muft touch at Surat and 
other ports to complete their return of filk and fpicery. And 
one (hip, with a poor cargo, according to Hijloire Philofophique, 
partly furnifhed by the two (loops of Macao, and partly pur- 
chafed from the Englifh, fails once in the year from Goa for 
Lifbon. Such is the fall of that power which once com- 
manded the commerce of Africa and Ana from the {traits of 

.Gibraltar to the eaftern fide of Japan. 
The author, juft now mentioned, in his reflections on the 

fate of the Portuguefe, informs his reader, that while the court 
of Lifbon projected the difcovery of India, and expected inex- 
hauftible riches, the more moderate and enlightened forefaw 
and foretold the evils which would follow fuccefs. And time, 
fays he, the fupreme judge of politics, haftened to fulfill their 
predictions. He, however, who is acquainted with the Portu- 
guefe Hiftorians, muft perceive the errors of this mifreprefen- 
tation. The objections againft the voyage of Gama, were by 
no means of the enlightened kind. They were thefe : Nothing 
but barren deferts, like Lybia, were to be found ; or, if the 
difcovered lands were rich, the length of the voyage would 
render it unprofitable; or if profitable, the introduction of 
wealth would beget a degeneracy of manners fatal to the king- 
dom. Foreign fettlements would produce a depopulation and 
neglect of agriculture; or if foreign colonies were neceflary, Ethi- / 
opia offered both nearer and better fettlements. And the wrath, 
of the Soldan of Egypt, and a combination of all Europe againfb 
Portugal, completed the prophecy of the threatened evils.. But 
it was neither forefeen nor foretold, that the unexampled mif-. 
conduct of the Portuguefe would render the moft lucrative com- 
merce of the world an heavy, and at laft infupportable expence 
on the treafury of Lifbon or Madrid; nor was it foretold, that 
the fhamelefs villainy, the faithlefs piracies and rapine of their 
countrymen, would bring down deftruction upon their em- 
pire. ' Of the objections here enumerated, few are named by 
our author. Nor does the evil of the inereafe of wealth, the 
depopulation and neglect of agriculture, which he mentions as 
the confequences of the navigation to India, do honour to the 
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wifdom of thofe who foretold them, or to that of thofe who 
adopt the opinion. Many have pronounced, that the fame 
evils which overwhelmed the'Portuguefe, are ready to burfl: 
upon the Britifh empire; an enquiry, therefore, into the caufe 
from whence thefe evils fprung, is of no trivial importance to 
the Britifh nation. 

Mines of gold, though moft earneftly defired, are the lead 
valuable parts of foreign   acquifition.    To  encreafe  the po- 
pulation of the mother country is the only real wealth, and this 
can only be attained by increafing the means of employment, 
infuch manner as will naturally infpire the fpirit of induftry. 
The ftaple commodities of a country mull therefore be manu- 
factured at home, and from hence, agriculture will of neceffity 
be improved. _ To export the domeftic manufacture, and import 
the commodities of foreign countries, are the great, the only 
real ufesof foreign fettlements.    But did Spain and Portugal 
derive thefe advantages from their immenfe acquifitions in the 
Eaft and Weft ?    Every thing contrary.    The gold of Mexico 
and Peru levied the armies of Charles V. but eftablifhed or en- 
couraged no trade in his kingdom.    Poverty and depopulation, 
therefore, was not the natural confequence of the difcoveries of 
Columbus, but the certain refult of the evil policy of Spain. 
We have feen how the traffic of India was managed by Portugal! 
That commerce which was the foundation  of the  maritime 
ftrength  of the  Mohammedan powers,   and which  enriched 
Venice, was not only all in the power of the Portuguefe, but 
it was their's alfo to purchafe that traffic on their own terms 
with the commodities of Europe.    Had thefe methods  been 
purfued, Portugal, a much finer country, had foon been more 
populous than Holland is now.    He who foretells the neglect 
of agriculture on the increafe of commerce, foretells an event 
contrary to the nature of things; and nothing but an infatuation, 
which cannot at a diftance be forefeen, may pofiibly fullfil the pre- 
diction.   Ignorance of the true principles of commerce, that great 
caufe of the fall of the Portuguefe empire, does not at prefent 
threaten the Britifh ; nor is the only natural reafon of that fall 
applicable to Great Britain.    The territory of Portugal is too 
fmall to be the head of fo extenfive an empire as once owned its 
authority.    Auxiliaries may occafionally affift, but permanancy 
of dominion can only be enfured by native troops.    The nu- 
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merous garrifons of Portugal in Brazil, in Africa and Afia, re- 
quired more fupplies than the feat of empire could afford with- 
out depriving itfelf of defence in cafe of invafion.    In the event, 
the foreign garrifons were loft for want of fupplies, and the 
feat of empire, on the fliock of one difafter, fell an eafy prey to 
the ufurpation of Spain.     Great Britain, on the contrary, by 
the appointment of nature, reigns the commercial emprefs of 
the world.    The unrivalled ifland is neither too large nor too 
fmall.    Ten millions of inhabitants are naturally fufficient to 
afford armies to defend themfelves againft the greateft power; 
nor is fuch radical ftrength liable to fall afunder by its own 
weight.    Neither is nature lefs kind in the variety of the cli- 
mate of the Britifh ifles.    That variety in her different provinces 
alike contributes to the production of her invaluable ftaples and 
hardy troops.    Won and defended from the Mohammedans in 
wars efteemed religious,   the circumflances of Portugal, pro- 
duced a high and ardent fpirit of chivalry, which raifed her to 
empire; but when fuccefs gave a relaxation to the action of this 
fpirit, the general ignorance of all ranks funk her into ruin. • 
The circumflances of the Britifh empire are greatly different. 
Her military fpirit is neither cherifhed by, nor dependent upon 
caufes which exift in one age and not in another; and deep,'- 
indeed, muft be her degeneracy, when all her ranks are as ig- 
norant of her true intereft as thofe of. Portugal were, previous 
to her fall.    Nor is the increafe of wealth big with fuch evils 
as fome efteem.    Portugal, did not owe her fall to it, for fhe • 
was not enriched by the commerce of India.    And if Great 
Britain  ever  fuffer by  enormous   wealth,   it   muft  be  by  a 
general corruption  of manners. ■  This, however, is infinitely 
more in the power of government. than fome furmife.    To re- 
medy an evil we muft trace its fource.    And never was there 
national corruption' of manners which did not flow from the 
vices and errors of government.    Where merit is the only paff- 
port to promotion, corruption of manners cannot be general. 
Where the worthlefs can purchafe the offices of truft, univerfal 
profligacy muft follow.    It was not the acquifitions given by 
Columbus, it was the dull ignorant politics of Madrid which 
rendered America in any degree a curfe -to Spain.    It was not 
the fall of Carthage that corrupted Rome, it was the want of 
knowledge and the want of virtue in the Roman Senate which 
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introduced that venality, which, as a heftic fever, confumed 
the Roman ftrength.    Mankind, it may be faid, are liable to 
be corrupted,   and wealth affords the opportunity.    But this 
axiom will greatly miflead us from the line of truth, if taken 
in a general fenfe.    The middle rank of men is infinitely more 
virtuous than the loweft.    Profligacy of manners is not therefore 
the natural confequence of affluence, it is the accident which 
attends a vulgar mind in whatever external fituation.    And when 
vulgar minds are preferred to the high offices of church" or ftate, 
it is the negligence, or wickednefs of government, and not the 
increafe of wealth, which is the fource of national corruption. 
Some articles of traffic  have an evil influence on  a people. 
But neither is this in juftice to be charged on the increafe of 
national trade.   The true principles of commerce on the contrary 
require the reftridtion of many *, and perhaps the prohibition 
of fome articles.    And ignorance of the true fpirit of commerce 
and negledt in the legiflature,   are therefore the only fources' 
of thefe evils.    The afcendency of this ignorance and this ne- 
gleft, are always attended with venality, and muft prove fatal 
in every country.   The two firft fatal to the commercial ftrength, 
venality to the national power and manners.    When the king 
of Spain commanded Azevedo, his Viceroy of India, to difpoie 
of every office by public fale,   he made an edift, that merit 
mould be neglefted, and  that  the moft: worthlefs  and unfit 
mould only be entrufted with the public affairs.    Exactly pro- 
portioned to the degrees of venality, as it is checked or predo- 
minant, does the conftitutional health of every empire recover 
or decline.    That of Portuguefe Afia, from the complex variety 

• That private vices   the ruxary and ex-       become a dangerous burden on the common 

%ril?l°L f 7^'?' "5 P°,bliC bCnC-      WCaIth-    Nor " al] which » <Pcn< by indT- £ts, has been confidently afcrted,  yet no       viduals, gained, as fome aflert, by the public 
heoreucal paradox  was  ever more  falfe. A young merchant who difllpates Tofooi l' 

Luxunes, indeed, employ many hands, but in debauchery amon* fharper, and courts 
all hands in employment conduce not alike 2anS| people of no fabour.^oes not adv?n- 

the femce of the ftate.   Thofe employed ta§e tCe public in anv degree equal to the 
on the natural ftaple, are of the firft rate lo?s which it Mains in the diftreVes of his 
ferv.ee ; but thofe engaged on luxuries of- induftrious creditors.    Nor is even this all ■ 
ten  require matenals which contribute to where private luxury is cherifhed as a pub lie 
*>rn the ba lance of trade aga.nft the coun- bencfitf a national irruption of manne s! 
try where they refide ;  and a, the fale of the moft dreadful political difcafe   wTbe 
the.r labours depends upon fafhion and ca- fure to prevail,   fure  to  reducehTmoft 
pnee, not upon the real wants of life, they flourifhing  kingdom to the moft  criS 
are apt to be thrown out of employ, and to weaknefs. 

Of 
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•of caufes we have traced, had long ftruggled in a deep con- 
sumption, and was now in the laft ftage, when Philip II. made 
an edidt in open favour of venality, an ad which almoft imme- 
diately ended her political exigence. 

If happily many of the caufes of the fall of Portugal do not 
threaten the Britifh empire; yet againft thofe caufes laft men- 
tioned, Great Britain cannot be too well guarded; and may He 
who foretells her danger from them, -never prove a CafTandra in 

.prophecy; may He never have the gift of foretelling what is true, 
and yet be fated to obtain no credit!—But if the fall of the 
Portuguefe empire be an example peculiarly held up to the 
Britifh, ftill more particularly does the hiftory of Portuguefe 
Afia demand the attention-of that ftupendous Common Wealth, 
•the United Eaft India Company. 

The hiftories of wars,  from the earlieft times, are much 
alike -, the names of the countries ravifhed, the towns deftroy- 
*ed, and captains (lain, are .different; the motives and con dud of 
the opprefiors, and the miferies of the oppreffed, are the fame. 
■Portugal raifcd  the  firft commercial  empire  of the modern 
world; the hiftory of her fate therefore opens a new field for 
the moft important fpeculation.    The tranfaftions of the Portu- 
.guefe in India are peculiarly the wars and negociations of com- 
merce, and therefore offer inftrudtions to every trading coun- 
try, which are. not to be found in the campaigns of a Cjefar or 
a Marlborough.    The profperity and declenfion of foreign fet- 
tlements, refulting from the wifdom or errors of the fupremc 
power at home, from the wifdom or imprudence, the virtues or 
vices of governors abroad ; The ftupendous effecls of unftained 
honour and faith -, The miferable ruinous embarraffments which 
attend difhoneft policy, though fupported by the greateft abili- 
ties in the field or in the council; The uncommercial and dread- 
ful confequenccs  of wars unjuftly provoked, though crowned 
with a long feries of vidories;  The felf-deftruftive meafures, 
•uncommercial  fpirit and  inherent weaknefs of defpotic rule; 
The power    affluence,   and /lability which reward  the liberal 
policy of humane government;   in  a word, All thofe caufes 
which nounfh the infancy, all thofe which as a fecret difeafe 
undermine, or as a violent poifon fuddenly deftroy the vital 
ftrength of a commercial empire; all thefe are developed and 

P difplayed, 
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•difplayed, in the raoft exemplary manner, in the hiftory of the 
tranfaclions of Portuguefe Alia. 

Arid all thefe combine to afcertain the one great principle 
upon which the Britifh Eafl India Company mull exift or fall. 

• The viceroy or governor always finds two interefts, often dif- 
ferent from each other, foliciting his attention; the public intereft 
and his own private one. If inftitutions cannot be devifed to 
render it the true intereft of governors, to make that of the 
public their firft care, liability cannot be preferved "*. — Butt 
it were unjuft to require the poverty of an Albuquerk or a 

.•Nunio.    He who devotes his life to the fervice of his country, 
--merits-a reward adequate to his llation. An ellimate of the re- 
ward which true policy will give, may be drawn from the fate 
of the Dutch fettlement at Brazil.    Prince Maurice of NalTaii, 
'the geheral of a Dutch Weft India company, expelled the Por- 
tuguefe from one half of this rich and extenfive country. 
In reward of his fervice he was appointed governor, but his 

•mercantile mafters, earneft for immediate gain, and ignorant of 
what was necelfary for future fccurity, were offended at the 

'grandeur in which he lived, the number of fortrelTes which he 
■built, and the expence of the troops which he kept.    They 
:forced him by ill treatment to refign, and the ideas of the 
compting-houfe were now adopted.     The expence of troops 

"and of fortrelTes was greatly reduced ; even that of the court of 
juftice was retrenched; in their commerce with their new lub- 
jefts every advantage of the fordid trader was taken, and pay- 

' ment was enforced with the utmofl: rigour. Cent.. per cent, 
was now divided in Holland, and all was happy in the idea of 
the Burgo-mafters, the Lords of this colony; when the Portu- 

■guefe, invited by the defencelefs ftate,  and joined by the dif- 
-contented fubjedts of the Dutch, overwhelmed them with ruin. 

• Nor is it enough to fupprefs the 
means of private villainy: To render a fet- 
tlement  profperouSj   the  honed merchant 

' mud have every poflible encouragement. 
If it is eafy to acquire an handfome inde- 

■ pendence in an honourable channel, the 
fons of men of property and of connexions, 
will adventure ; and where capital and real 
abilities are bed rewarded, commerce mud 
greatly increafe.    If on the other hand, the 

merchant is fettered by difficulties, only 
men of defperatc fortune will fettle in a 
didant climate. And thefe, confeious of 
the reftraints under which they labour, con- 
feious that they have much to gain and 
little to lofe, will, in the nature of things, 
be folely influenced by the fpirit of the mere 
adventurer; by that fpirit which utterly 
ruined the Portuguefe in India. 

Though 
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Though the States now intereftcd themfelves vigouroufly, all 
the great expence of their armaments was loft. Brazil was re- 
covered by the Portuguefe, and the Dutch Eaft India Company 
was utterly extinguifhed. 

Nor can we clofe our obfervations without one more.    Nunio- 
acquired an cxtenfive territory in India.    Harraffed by the hor- 
rible wars of their native princes, the regions around Goa im- 
plored the Portuguefe to take them under prote&ion.    And fafe 
and happy, while all around was fteeped in blood, the territory 
under the dominion of Nunio was the  envy  and wonder of 
India.    Taught  by  this example, every humane  bread  mud 
warm on the view of the happinefs which  the Britifh India- 
Company MAY diffufe over the Eaft, a happinefs which  the- 
Britifh * are peculiarly enabled to beftow.    Befides the many 
rnftances of Portuguefe tyranny and mifcondudl already (enu- 
merated, there was a defect in their government which  muftr 
ever prove fatal to a commercial empire.    All. the ftupendous- 
efforts of Portuguefe colonization were only founded  on* the 
fands, on the quick-fands of human caprice and arbitrary power. 
They governed by no certain fyftem of laws.    Their governors- 
carried to India the image of the court of Lifbon, and againft 
the will of the Ruler there was no appeal to the civil power..' 
Confidence in  the high juftice of a Nunio may give nations 
habituated  to oppreftion  a temporary fpirit of induftry;   but 
temporary it muft be, as a hafty journey made in the uncertain; 
interval  of  a  tempeft.     The cheerful  vigour of commerce 
can only be uniform and continued where the merchant-is con-- 
fcious of protection on his appeal to known laws of fupreme. 
authority.    On the firm bafis of her laws the colonies of Great 
Britain have wonderfully profpered, for fhe gave them an image 
of her own constitution.    And even where the government of 

• The form of the government, and the property, educated in indcpcndancc. India,, 
national character of the Britifh, peculiarly perhaps  the   mod   fertile country  in   the 
enable them to diffufe the bleflings which world, has fuffcred   more by famine than 

•flow from the true fpirit of commerce. The any other.    For the thoufands who have 
Dutch have a penurioufnefsin theirmanners, died of hunger in other countries, India haj 
and a palpable felfithnefs in their laws, ill buried millions of her fons, who have thns • 
reliflicd by the neighbours of their fettle- perimed.    Amazingly populous, the failure- 
ments.    They want a mixture of the blood of a crop of rice is-here dreadful.    It is the* 
of gentlemen; or to drop the metaphor, they true fpirit of commerce to prevent famine, to- 
want that liberal turn of idea and fentiment bring provifion from one country to another., 
which arifes from the intercourfe and con- And may this true fpirit of it be exerted by. 
verfation of the merchant with the man of the Britifh in India! 

P   2 the 
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the natives cannot be new modelled, an eafy appeal to the fu- 
premacy of her civil laws, niuft place her commerce upon the 
fureft foundation. It is not the fpirit of Gothic conqueft, it is 
not the little cunning finefle of embroiling the Indian princes 
among themfelves; of cajoling one and winning another; it is 
not the groveling arts of intrigue, often embarrafled, always miff- 
ing, which can give lafting fecurity. An eflential decifive predomi- 
nancy of the juftice of laws like the Britifh, can alone fecure the 
profperity of the moft powerful commercial fyftem, or render its 
cxiftence ADVANTAGEOUS or even SAFE to the feat of Empire. 

The next period of the Introduction to the Lufiad requires 

The   LIFE   of   the   AUTHOR. 
WHEN the glory of the arms of Portugal had reached 

its meridian fplendor, Nature, as if in pity of the literary 
rudenefs of that nation, produced one great Poet, to record the 
numberlefs actions of high fpirit performed by his countrymen. 
Except Oforius, the hiftorians of Portugal are little better than 
dry journalifts. But it is not their inelegance which rendered 
the poet neceflary. It is the peculiar nature of poetry to give a 
colouring to heroic a&ions, and to exprefs an indignation againft: 
the breaches of honour, in a fpirit which at once feizes the 
heart of the man feeling, and carries with it an inftantaneous 
conviction. The brilliant actions of the Portuguefe form the 
great hinge which opened the door to the moft important al- 
teration in the civil hiftory of mankind. And to place thefe 
actions in the light and enthufiafm of poetry, that enthufiafm, 
which particularly aflimulates the youthful breaft to its own 
fires,  was Luis de Camoens, the poet of Portugal,  born. 

Different cities claimed the honour of his birth. But accord- 
ing to N. Antonio, and Manuel Correa his intimate friend, this 
event happened at Lifbon in 1517. His family was of considerable 
note, and originally Spanifh. In 1370, Vafco Perez de Caamans, 
difgufted at the court of Caftile, fled to that of Lifbon, where kino- 
Ferdinand immediately admitted him into his council, and gave 
him the lordfhips of Sardoal, Punnete, Marano, Amendo,and other 
considerable lands; a certain proof of the eminence of his rank and 
abilities. In the .war for the fucceflion, which broke out on the 
death of Ferdinand, Caamans, fided with the king of Caftile, and 
was killed in the battle of Aljabarrota.   But though John I. the 

vittor, 
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vi&or, feized a. great part of his eftate, his widow, the daugh- 
ter', ojfQonfalo Tereyrp, grand mailer of the, order of Chrift,. 
and general of the Portuguefe army, was not reduced t^neath 
her Tank. She had three fonsr who took the name 6f,Gampen.$„ 
The family of the eldeft inter-married with the firft nobility, of 
Portugal, and even, according to Caftera,. with the blood royaL 
But the family of the fecond brother, whofe fortune was fle'nder,. 
had the fuperior honour to produce the Author of the Lujiad/, ^ 
.Early in his life the misfortunes of the Poet began. I'rj.hify 

infancy, Simon Vaz de Camoens> his father, commander of, a. 
veflel, was fhipwrecked at Goa, where, with his life, \h& 
greateft part.of his fortune was loft. His mother, however* 
Anne de Macedo of Santarene, provided for the education of 
her £>n Luis at the univerfity of Coimbra. What he acquired, 
there his works difcover: An intimacy with the daffies, equal 
to that of a Scaliger, but directed by the tafte of a Milton, 
or a Pope. 

When he left the univerfity he appeared at court. He was 
handfome*, had fpeaking eyes, it is faid, and the fin eft com- 
plexion. Certain it is, however, he was a polimed fcholar„ 
which, added to the natural ardour and gay vivacity of his dif- 
pofition, rendered him an accomplifried gentleman. Courts 
are the fcenes of intrigue, and intrigue was fafhionable at Lif- 
bon.' But the particulars of the amours of Camoens reft: un- 
known. This only appears : He had afpircd above his rank, for 
he was banifhed from the court; and in feveral of his fonnets he 
afcribes this misfortune to love. 

He now retired to his mother's friends at Santarene. Here- 
he renewed his ftudies, and began his Poem on the Difcovery 
of India. John III. at this time prepared an armament againft 
Africa. Camoens, tired of his inactive obfcure life, went ,tp 
Ceuta in this expedition, and greatly diftinguifhed his valour in 
feveral rencounters. In a naval engagement with the Moors 
in the ftraits of Gibraltar, in the conflict of boarding he was 
among the foremoft, and loft his right eye.    Yet neither the 

- J* The French Tranflator gives usfo fine a Nicolas Antonio, " Medieer! Jfatafa fu!t, 
defcription of the perfon of Camoens, .that it tt came plena, captllis v/que ad. crpci (olorem 
fttms to'be borrowed from the Fairy Tales. fia-vtfctntilui, maximt injuventutt.    Emittt- 
W is nniverfally agTeed, however, that he * bat ei/rom, (sf mtdiui nofui, catera longut, 
was handfome, and had * moft engaging tt in fm cra£in/(ului." . 
mein and addrefs.   He is thus defcribed by 

lurry 
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hurry of actual fervice nor the diflipation of the camp could 
flifle his genius. He continued his Lujiadas, and feveral of his 
rhoft beautiful fonnets were written in Africa, while, as he 
exprefles it, 

One hand the pen, and one the fword employ'd. 

The fame of his valour had now reached the court, and he ob- 
tained permiflion to return to Lifbon. But while he folicited 
an eftablifhment which he had merited in the ranks of battle, 
the. malignity of evil tongues, as he calls it in one of his letters, 
Was injurioufly poured upon him. Though the bloom of his 
early youth was effaced by feveral years refidence under the 
fcorchihg heavens of Africa, and though altered by the lofs of 
an eye, his prefence gave uneafinefs to the gentlemen of fome 
families of the firft rank where he had formerly vifited. Jea- 
loufy is the characteriftic of the Spanifh and Portuguefe; its re- 
fentrnent knows no bounds, and Camoens now found it prudent 
to banifh himfelf from his native country. Accordingly, in 
1553, he failed for India, with a refolution never to return. 
'As the fhip left the Tagus he exclaimed, in the words of the 
fepulchral monument of Scipio Africanus, Ingrata patria, non 
'pojjidebis ojj'a men! Ungrateful country, thou (halt not poflefs 
"my bones ! But he knew not what evils in the Eaft would 
awake the remembrance of his native fields. 

When Camoens arrived in India, an expedition was ready to 
fail to revenge the king of Cochin on the  king of Pimenta. 
"Without any reft on more after his long voyage,   he joined 
this armament, and in the conqueft of the Alagada iflands, dis- 
played his  ufual bravery.    But his  modefty, perhaps,   is  his 
'greateft praife.    In a fonnet he mentions this expedition : We 
"went to punifh the king of Pimenta, fays he, efuccedeones beta, 
and ive fucceeded well.     When it is confidered that the Poet 
bore no inconfiderable fliare in the victory, no ode can conclude 
more elegantly, more happily than this. 

Li the year following he attended Manuel de Vafconcello in 
•an expedition to the Red Sea.    Here, fays Faria, as Camoens 
had no ufe for his fword he employed his pen.    Nor was his 
activity confined in.the fleet or camp.    He vifited Mount Felix 
and the adjacent inhofpitable regions of Africa, which he  fo 

flrongly 
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ftrongly pictures in the Lufiad, and in one of his little pieces, 
where he laments the abfence of his miftrefs. 

When he returned to Goa he enjoyed a tranquility which en- 
abled him to beftow his attention on his Epic Poem. But this 
ferenity was interrupted, perhaps by his own imprudence. He 
wrote fome fatyrs which gave offence, and by order of the Vice- 
roy Francifco Barreto he was banifhed to China. 

Men of dull abilities are more confcious of their embarrafT- 
ment and errors than is commonly believed. When men of 
this kind are in power, they aftecT: great folemnity; and every 
expreflion of the moft diftant tendency to leflen their dignity, is 
held as the greateft of crimes. Confcious alfo how feverely the 
man of genius can hurt their intereft, they bear an inftinftive 
antipathy againft him, are uneafy even in his company, and on 
the flighteft pretence are happy to drive him from them. Ca- 
moens was thus fituated at Goa; and never was there a fairer 

-field for fatyr than the rulers of India at this time afforded. 
Yet whatever efteem the prudence of Camoens may lofe in our 
idea, the noblenefs of his difpofition will doubly gain. And fo 
confcious was he of his real integrity and innocence, that in 
one of his fonncts he wifhes no other revenge on Barreto, than 
that the cruelty of his exile fliould ever be remembered*. 

• Caftera, who always condemns Camoens of the territory and revenues promrfed them 
as if guilty of facriledge, when the flighteft hy the Ufurpcr.    In the fpirit of Sampayo, 
reproach  of a  grandee appears,   tells us, Barreto's officers defolated the coafts of Ma- 
" that poltcrity by no means enters into the labar and   Ceylon.     Bccaufe Hydal Can 
" refentment of our poet, and that the Por- fought revenge/or  the  favour mewed to 
" tuguefc hiilorians make glorious mention the Ufurper, Barreto fent Coutinho to.attack 
" of Barreto, who was a man of true merit." Salfetc and Bardcs, all the fea ports of which 
The Portuguese hiftorians, however, knew he deftroyed with fire and fword, and rc- 
not what true merit was.  The brutal uncom- turned, fays Faria, with. b:nour and riches 

• mcrcial wars of Sampayo are by-them men- to Goa.    Hydal Can on this raifed a great 
tioned as much more glorious than the lefs army.    Barreto did the fame ; but though 
bloody campaigns of a Nunio, which efta- . he made a winter campaign, did nothing, 
blifhed commerce and empire.     But the fays Faria, worthy of hiitory.    The king 
aftions of Barreto fliall be called to witnefs of Cinde dcfircd Barreto's afiiftance to crufh 
for Camoens. a neighbouring prince who had invaded his 

We have fcen Souza's villainous nego- dominions.    Barreto went himfclf to relieve 
ciation in favour of Meale Can,  and the him ;   but having difagrecd about the rc- 
dangerous war which it kindled.    Barreto ward he required, for the king had made 
took up the fame bufmefs, and Meale Can, . peace with his enemy, he burnel Tata the 
in breach of  the treaty with his brother royal city, killed above 8000 of the people 
Hydal Can, was by him proclaimed king he came to protcft, for eight days deftroyed 
of Vifipor.    This begat a war, which end- . every thing on the banks of the Indus, and 
ed in the captivity of .Meale Can and the loaded his veffels, fays our author, with the 
diferace of the Pottu^ucfc, who were ftript v richeft booty hitherto taken in. India.   The 6                          ° war 
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The accomplifhments and manners of Camoens foon found 
him friends, though under the difgrace of banifhment. He 
was appointed commiflary of the Defundt in the ifland of 
Macao, a Portuguefe fettlement in the bay of Canton. Here 
lie continued his Lufiad; and here alfo, after five years refi- 
dence, he acquired a fortune, though fmall, yet equal to his 
wifhes. Don Conftantine de Braganza was now Viceroy of 
India, and Camoens, defirous to return to Goa, refigned his 
charge. In a fhip, freighted by himfelf, he fet fail, but was 
fhipwrecked in the gulph near the mouth of the river Mehon on 
the coait of China. All he had acquired was loft in the waves.: 
his poems, which he .held An one hand, while he fwimmed 
With the other, were all he found himfelf pofiefied of, when he 
ftood 'friendlefs on the unknown fhore. But the natives gave 
•him arhoft humane reception : this he has immortalifed in the 
prophetic fong in the tenth Lufiad*; and in the feventh, he 
tells us, .that here he loft the wealth which fatisfied his wifhes. 

Agora da efyeran$a ja adquirida, &c. 

"Now bleft with all the wealth fond hope could crave, 
S&on I beheld that wealth beneath the wave 
Forever loft; :— 
My life like Judah's heaven-doom'd king,of yore 
By miracle prolong'd —^—— 

On the banks of the Mehon, he wrote his beautiful para- 
Jihrafe of the pfalm, where the Jews, in the fineft ftrain of 
^poetry, are reprefented as hanging their harps on the willows 

Avar with Hydal Can, kindled by Barreto's and fuch were the villains -who afted under 
'treachery, continued.    The city of Dabul him. 
"■was deftroyed by the viceroy, who, foon after, * Having named the Mehon ; 
rat the head of 17,000 men, defeated the Ejlt recebera placida, 13 brando, 
injured   Hydal   Can's   army   of   20,000. No fruregafoo Cants, qut txolbado, Icz. 
While horrid defolation followed thefe vie- Literally thus : " On his gentle hofpitable 
tones,  and while Hydal Can rajied new fcofom (fee brando poctici) (hall he receive 
armies,  Duarte Deza treacheroufly impri- the fong, wet from woeful unhappy  (hip- 

•foned the king of Ternate ar.d his whole wreck,  efcaped from dellroying tempefts, 
family, though in alliance with Portugal, from ravenous dangers,   the effeft of the 
and ordered them to be ftarved to death. unjuft fentence upon him, whofe lyre (hall 
This kindled a war, which endangered the be more renowned than enriched."    When 
Malucos, and ended in the fubmiffion of Camoens  was commifTary,   he. vifited  the 
the. Portuguefe.    Such   was   the   raonfter iflands of Ternate, Timor, &c. defcribed 
Barreto,   the man who exiled Camoens, in the Luftad. 

by 
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.by the rivers of Babylon, and weeping their exile from their 
native country. Here Camoens continued fome time, till an 
opportunity offered to carry him to Goa. When he arrived at 
that city, Don Conftantine de Braganza, the Viceroy, whofc 
characleriftic was politenefs, admitted him into intimate 

.friendship, and Camoens was happy till Count Redondo afTumed 
the government. Thofe who had formerly procured the banifh- 
ment of the fatyrift, were filent while Conftantine was in 
power. But now they exerted all their arts againft him. Re- 
dondo, when he entered on office, pretended to be the friend 
of Camoens; yet, with all that unfeeling indifference with 
which he made his moft horrible witticifm on theZamorim, 
he fuffered the innocent man to be thrown into the common 
prifon. After all the delay of bringing witnefTes, Camoens, in 
a public trial, fully refuted every accufation of his conduct, 
while commifTary at Macao, and his enemies were loaded 
with ignominy.and reproach. But Camoens had fome credi- 
tors ; and thefe detained him in prifon a confiderable time, till 
the gentlemen of Goa began to be afhamed, that a man of his 
fingular merit fhould experience fuch treatment among them. 
He was fet at liberty; and again he aflumed the profefllon 
of arms, and received the allowance of a gentleman volunteer, 
a character at this time common in Portuguefe India. Soon 
after, Pedro Barrcto, appointed governor of the fort at Sofala, 
by high promifes, allured the poet to attend him thither. 
The governor of a diftant fort, in a barbarous country, fliares in 
fome mcafure the fate of an exile. Yet, though the only 
piotive of Barreto was, in this unpleafant fituation, to retain 
the converfation of Camoens at his table, it was his leaft care 
to render the life of his gueft agreeable. Chagrined with his 
treatment, and a confiderable time having elapfed in vain depen- 
dence upon Barreto, Camoens refolved to return to his native 
country. A fliip, on.the homeward voyage, at this time touched 
at Sofala, and feveral gentlemen * who were on board were 
defirous that Camoens mould accompany them. But this the 
governor ungeneroufly endeavoured to prevent, and charged him 

• According to the Portuguefe Life of ward voyage,  wrote annotations upon the 
Camoens,   prefixed to Gedron's,   the beft Lufiad, under the eye of its author.    But 
edition of his works, Diogo de Couto, the thefe unhappily  have   never  appeared  in 
hillorian, one of the company in this home- public. 

Wl th 
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with a debt for board. Anthony de Cabra], however, and Heftor 
de Sylveyra, paid the demand, and Camocns, fays Faria, and 
the honour of Barreto, were fold together. 

After an abfence of fixteen years, Camoens, in 1569, returned 
to Lifbon, unhappy even in his arrival, for the peftilence then 
raged in that city, and prevented his publication for three 
years. At laft, in 1572, he printed his Lufiad, which, in the 
opening of the firft book, in a mod elegant turn of compliment 
he addrefled to his prince, king Sebaftian, then in his eigh- 
teenth year The king, fays the French tranflator, was fo 
pleafed with his merit, that he gave the Author a penfion of 
4000 reals, on condition that he mould refide at court. But 
this falary, fays the fame writer, was withdrawn by Cardinal 
Henry, who fucceeded to the crown of Portugal, loft by Se- 
baftian at the battle of Alcazar. 

But this ftory of the penfion is very doubtful. Correa, and 
other cotemporary authors, do not mention it, though fome 
late writers have given credit to it.    If Camoens, however, had 
™fi.e-, °on', VS hlgh]y Probable tha* Henry deprived him of it. 
While Sebaftian was devoted to the chace, his grand uncle, the 
Cardinal, prefided at the council board, and Camoens, in his 
addrefs to the king, which clofes the Lufiad, advifes him to 
exclude the clergy from ftate affairs. It was eafy to fee that the 
Cardinal was here intended. And Henry, befides, was one of 
thofe ftatefmen who can perceive no benefit refulting to the 
public from elegant literature. But it ought alfo to be added 
in completion of his character, that under the narrow views and 
weak hands of this Henry, the kingdom of Portugal fell into 
utter ruin; and on his death, which clofed a fhort inglorious 
reign, the crown of Lifbon, after a faint ftruggle, was annexed 
to that of Madrid. Such was the degeneracy of the Portuguefe 
a degeneracy lamented in vain by Camoens, and whofe obfer- 
vation of it was imputed to him as a crime. 

Though the great * patron of one fpecics of literature,   a 

• Cardinal Henry's patronage oflearning     ftt ,ht r.ott, p. 4c6.J     He correfoonded 
and learned men 1S mentioned with cordial       with then,, d'ecled their labour    Sre- 

rh.TaS tCJ°nYerCrT-  -HappiIy      Cc!ved  the firft  acc°u«* of thei    fuccefs. hey alfo   ell us what that learning was.       Under his patronage it was difcovered   that 

tr^fmittedX-6 RSS *?" *" ^       ^ Th°™S '<^™™Z?S' wo tnnfmitted their childifli forgenes of in-       (hip the Crofs; and that the Moorifh tra- 
fenpeons and muacles (f„ /mt of nvbicb,       ditfon of Perimal, (who,  having embraced 

Mohammedifm, 
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ipecies the reverfe of that of Camoens, certain it is, that the 
author of the Lufiad was utterly neglected by Henry, under 
whofe inglorious reign he died in all the mifery of poverty. 
By fonie, it is faid, he died in an alms-houfe. It appears, how- 
ever, that he had not even the certainty of fubfiftence, which 
thefe houfes provide. He had a black fervant, who had grown 
old with him, and who had long experienced his matter's hu- 
manity. This grateful Indian, a native of Java, who, accord- 
ing to fome writers, faved his matter's life in the unhappy fhip- 
wreck where he loft his effetts, begged in the ftreets of Lifbon 
for the only man in Portugal on whom God had beftowed thofe 
talents, which have a tendency to creel: the fpirit of a down- 
ward age. To the eye of a careful obferver, the fate of Ca- 
moens throws great light on that of his country, and will appear 
ftriclly connected with it. The fame ignorance, the fame de- 
generated fpirit, which fuffcred Camoens to depend on his (hare 
of the alms begged in the ftreets by his old hoary fervant, the 
fame fpirit which caufed this, funk the kingdom of Portugal 
into the moft abject vaflalbge ever experienced by a conquered 
nation.    While the grandees of Portugal were blind to the ruin 

Mohammcdifm, divided his kingdom among 
his officers, whom he rendered tributary to 
the Zamorim,) was a malicious mifrepre- 

■ientation, for rhat Perimal, having turned 
Chriflian, rcfigncd his kingdom and became 
a monk. Such was the learning patronifed 
by Henry, under whofe aafpices, that horrid 
tribunal, the inquifition was crefted atLilbon, 
And he himfelf long prefided as inquifitor 

■general. Nor was he content with this, he 
eflablifhed an inquifition alfo at Goa, and 
fent a whole apparatus of holy fathers to 
form a court of inquifitors, to fupprefs the 
Jews and reduce the native Chriftians to the 
See of Rome. Nor muft the treatment ex- 
perienced by Buchanan at Lifbon be here 
omitted, as it affords a convincing proof 
that the fine genius of Camoens, was the 
true fource of his misfortunes. John III. 
earned to promote the cultivation of polite 
literature among his fubjefts, engaged Bu- 
chanan, the moil elegant Latinift, perhaps, 
of modern times, to teach philofophy and 
the Belles Leltres at Lifbon. But the defign 
of the monarch was foon fruftrated by the 
dcrgy, at the head of whom was Henry, 

afterwards the fovereign. Buchanan was 
committed to prifon, becaufe it was allcdged 
he had eaten flelh in Lent, and becaufe in 
his early youth, at St. Andrews in Scotland, 
he had written a fatyr againfl the Francif- 
cans; for which, however, ere he would 
venture to Lifbon, John had promifed ab- 
folute indemnity. John, with much diffi-' 
culty, procured his releafe from a loathfome 
jail, hut could not effect his reftoration as 
a teacher. No, he only changed his prifon, 
for Buchanan was fent to a monaftery ta be 
inftrueled by the monks, the men of letters 
patronifed by Henry. Thefe are thus cha- 
rafterifed by their pupil Buchanan,—nee in- 
human!!, nee tnalis, Jed omnis religion it 
ignaris. " Not uncivilized, not flagitious,but 
ignorant of every religion." A fatyrical 
negative compliment, followed by a charge 
of grofs barbarifm. In this confinement 
Buchanan wrote his elegant verfion of the 
pfalms. Camoens, about the fame time, 
failed for India. The bleffed effects of 
the fpirit which perfecuted fuch men, are well 
expreffedin the proverb, A Spaniard, ftript 
of alibis 'virtues, makes a gcod Portiiguefe. 

2 which 
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which impended over them, Camoens beheld it with 'a pun- 
gency of grief which haftened his exit. In one of his letters 
he has thefe remarkable words, " Em Jim accaberey a vida, e 
yerram todos que fuy afeicoada a minho patria, &c." I am end- 
ing the courfe of my life, the world will vvitnefs how I have 
loved my country. I have returned, not only to die in her 
bofom, but to die with her." In another letter, written a little 
before his death, he thus, yet with dignity, complains, " Who 
has feen on fo fmall a theatre as my poor bed, fuch a reprefenta- 
tion of the difappointments of fortune. And I, as if Ihe could 
not herfelf fubdue me, I have yielded and become of her party; 
for it were wild audacity to hope to'furmount fuch accumu- 
lated evils." 

In this unhappy fituation, in 1579, in his fixty-fecond year, 
the year after the fatal defeat of Don Sebaflian, died Luis de 
Camoens, the greateft literary genius ever produced by Portu- 
gal ; in martial courage and fpirit of honour, nothing inferior 
to her greateft heroes. And in a manner fuitable to the poverty 
in which he died was he buried. Soon after, however, many 
epitaphs honoured his memory ; the greatnefs of his merit was 
univerfally confefled, and his Lufiad was tranflated into various 
languages*. Nor ought it to be omitted, that the man fo 
miferably neglected by the weak king Henry, was earneftly en- 
quired after by Philip of Spain, when he aflumed the crown 
of Lifbon. When Philip heard that Camoens was dead, both 
his words and his countenance exprefled his difappointment 
and grief. 

From the whole tenor of his life, and from that fpirit which 
glows throughout the Lufiad, it evidently appears that the courage 
and manners of Camoens flowed from true greatnefs and dignity 
of foul.    Though his polifhed converfation % was often courted 

• According to Gedron, a fecond edition 
of the Lufiad appeared in the fame year 
with the firft. There are two Italian and 
four Spanifh tranflations of it. An hundred 
years before Caftera's Teriion it appeared in 
French. Thomas de Faria, Bp. of Targa 
in Africa, tranflated it into Latin, and 
printed it without either his own or the 
name of Camoens: a mean but vain attempt 
to pafs his verfion upon the' public as an 
original. Le P. Niceron fays there were 
two other Latin tranflaticns.   It is tranfla- 

ted alfo into Hebrew with great elegance 
and fpirit by one Luzzetto, a learned and 
ingenious Jew, author of fereral poems in 
that language, and who, about thirty years 
ago, died in the Holy Land. 

I Camoens has not efcaped the fate of 
other eminent wits. Their ignorant ad- 
mirers contrive anecdotes of their humour, 
which in reality difgrace them. Camoens, 
it is faid, one day heard a potter finging 
fome of his verfes in a miferable mangled 
manner, and by way of retaliation, broke 

a parcel 
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by the great, he appears fo diftant from fervility, that his impru- 
dence in this refpecl: is by fome highly blamed.   Yet the inftanceV {* 
of it by no means deferve that feverity of cenfure with which fdme 
writers have condemned him.    Unconfcious of. the1 feelings bf^ 
a Camoens, they knew not that a careleffhefs in fecuring'the' ' 
fmiles of fortune, and an open honefty of indignation, arealmbft* 
infeparable from the enthufiafm of fine imagination. ' The truth' 
is, the man pofleffcd of true genius feels his greateft happinefs in1 

the purfuits and excurfions of the mind, and therefore makes 
an eftimate of things, very different from that of him whofe 
unremitting attention is devoted to his external intereft.    The 
profusion of Camoens is alfo cenfured.    Had he diffipated'the' 
wealth he acquired at Macao, his profufion indeed had been' 
criminal; but it does not appear that he ever enjoyed any other 
opportunity of acquiring independence.    But Camoens was un- 
fortunate, and the unfortunate man is viewed 

through the dim (hade his fate carts o'er him: 
A made that fpreads its evening darknefs o'er 
His brighteft virtues, while it mews his foibles- 
Crowding and obvious as the midnight ftars,. 
Which in the funfhine of profperity 
Never had been defcried  

Yet after the ftri&eft difcuflion, when all the caufes are weigh-- 
ed together, the misfortunes of Camoens will appear the fault 
and difgrace of his age and country, and not of the man. His- 
talents would have fecured him an apartment in the palace 'of 
Auguftus, but fuch talents are a curfe to their pofTeffor in an 
illiterate nation. After all, however, if he was imprudent on- 
his firft appearance at the court of John III. if the honefty. of 
his indignation led him into great imprudence, as certainly it- 
did, when at Goa he fatyrifed the Viceroy and the firft Goths 

a parcel of his earthen ware. " Friend, faid 
he, you deftroy my verfes and I deftroy 
your goods." The fame foolifli ftory is told 
of Ariofto ; nay, we are even informed, 
that Rinaldo's fpeech to his horfe in the 
firft book, 

Ftrma Baiardo mio, Sec. 
was the pafTage miftuned ; and that on the 
potter's complaint, the injured poec replied, 

*• I have only broken a few bafe pots of thine- 
not worth a groat, but thou haft murdered 
a fine ftanza of mine worth a mark of gold." • 
But both thefe filly talcs are borrowed from 
Plutarch's life of Arcefilaus, where the fame- 
dull humour is told of Philoxcnus.    " He- 
heard fome brick-makers miftune one of his 
fongs, and in return he deftroyed a number 
of their bricks." 

in 
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in power; yet let it alfo be remembered, that " The gifts of 
" imagination bring the heavieft tafk upon the vigilance of 

« reafon; and to bear thofe faculties with unerring redtitude or 
invariable propriety, requires a degree of firmnefs and of cool 
attention, which doth not always attend the higher »ifts of 
the mind.    Yet difficult as nature herfelf feems to have ren- 
dered the taflc of regularity to genius, it is the fupreme con- 
iolation of dullnefs and of folly to point with Gothic triumph 
to thofe excefTes which are the overflowings of faculties they 
never enjoyed.    Perfectly unconfcious that they are indebted 
to their rtupidity for the confiftency of their conduct, they 
plume themfelves on an  imaginary virtue,   which has its 
origin in what is really their difgrace.—Let fuch, if fuch 
dare approach the fhrine of Camoens, withdraw to a refpedt- 
ful diftance; and mould they behold the ruins of genius   or 
the weaknefs of an exalted mind, let them be taueht to'la- 

« ment,  that nature has left  the noblefl: of her works im- 
" perfeft*." 

^ And Poetry is not only the noblefl, but alfo not the leaft ufeful if 
civilization of manners be of advantage to mankind. No moral 
truth may be more certainly demonstrated, than that a Vireil or a 
Milton are not only the firfl ornaments of a ftate, but alfo of the 
farft confequence if the laft refinement of the mental powers be of 
importance. .Strange as this might appear to a % Burlcigh or a 
Locke, it  is philofophically accounted for by Bacon;   nor is 

41 
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_ This paflage in inverted commas is cited, 
with the alteration of the name only, from 
Langhorne's account of the life of William 
Collins. 

X Burlcigh, though a deep politician in 
irate intrigue, had no idea, that to introduce 
polite literature into the vernacular tongue, 
was of any benefit to a nation, though her 
vernacular literature was the glory of Rome 
when at the height of empire, and though 
empire fell with its declenfion. Spcnfcr, 
■the man who greatly conduced to re- 
fine the Englifh Mufes, was by Bur- 
lcigh cfleemed a ballad-maker, unworthy 
of regard. Yet the Englifh polite lite- 
rature is at this day, in the cftcem which at 
commands abroad, is of more real fervice to 
•England, than all the reputation or intrigues 
of Burlcigh. And ten thoufand Burleighs, 
according to Sir W. Temple, are born for 

one Spenfer. Ten thoufand are born, fays 
Sir William, with abilities requifite to form 
a great Statefman, for one who is born with 
the talents or genius of a great Poet. 
Locke's ideas of poetry are accounted for "in 
one (hort fentence; HE KNEW NOTHING 
ABOUT THE MATTER.. An cxtraft from 
his correfpondence with Mr. Molyncux, aud 
a citation from one of his trealifts, fliaU 
demonftrate the truth of this aflertion. 

Molyneux writes to Locke : 
" Mr. Churchill favoured me with the 

.preftnt of Sir R. Blackmorc's K. Arthur. 
I had read Pr. Arthur before, and read it 
with admiration, which is not at all leffened 
by this fecond piece. All our Enrlilh poets 
(except Milton) bawbttn mere ballad-maktr, 
in (omparifon to bim. Upon the publication 
of his firft poem, I intimated to him, through 

lV?r. 
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Locke's opinion either inexplicable, or irrefutable.     The great 
genius of Ariftotle, and that of his great refembler, Sir Francis 

Mr. Churchill'i hands, how excellently I 
thought he might perform a philofophic 
poem, from many touches he gave in his 
Fr. Arthur, particularly from Mopas's fong. 
And I perceive by his preface to K. Aithur 
he has had the like intimations from others, 
but rejects them as being an enemy to all 
philofophic hypothefes." 

Mr. Locke anfwers; 
" I mall, when I fee Sir R. Blackmore,, 

difcourfe him as you defirc.   There isrI with 
pleafure find, a ftrange harmony throughout, 
between your thoughts and mine." 

Molyneux replies; 

" I perceive you arc fo happy as to be ac- 
quainted with Sir Rich. Blackmore; he is 
an extraordinary perfon, and I admire his 
two prefaces as much as I do any parts of 
his books : The firft, wherein he expofes 
" the liccntioufnefs and immorality of 
our late poetry" is incomparable, and the 
fecond, wherein he profecutes the fame fub- 
jeft, and delivers his thoughts concerning 
hypothefes, is no lefs judicious, and I am 
wholly of his opinion relating to the tatter. 
However the hiftory and phaenomena of 
nature we may venture at; and this is what 
I propofe to be the fubjeft of a philofophic 
poem. Sir R. Blackmore has exquifite 
touches of this kind, difperfed in many 
places of his books : (to pafs over Mopas's 
long) I'll inftance one particular in the moft 
profound fpeculations of Mr. Newton's phi- 
lofophy, thus curioufly touched in King 
Arthur, Book IX. p. 243. 

The conftellaiions Ihine at his command ; 
He form'd iheir radiant orbs, and with his hand 
He weigh'd, and put them off with fuch a force 
As might preferve an evcrlafting courfe *. 

" I doubt not but Sir R. Blackmore, in 
thefe lines, had a regard to the proportion- 
ment of the proiective motiorr of the vis 
ctntripcta, that keeps the planets in their 
continued courfes. 

" I have by me- fo.ne obfervatiorrs, made 
by a judicious friend of mine on both of Sir 
R. Blackmorc's poems.    If they may be 

any ways acceptible to Sir R. I mail fend 
them to you." 

Mr. Locke again replies; 
"ThoughSirR.B'sveinin poetry be what 

every body mult allow hint to have an ex- 
traordinary talent in, and though, with you, 
I exceedingly valued his firft preface, yet I 
muft own to you, there was nothing that I 
fo much admired him for, as for what he 
fays of hypothefes in his laft. It feems to 
me fo right, and is yet fo much out of the 
way of the ordinary writers, and practition- 
ers in that faculty, that it mews as great a 
ftrength and penetration of judgment as bis 
poetry has freiwn flight s of fancy." 

As the bed comment on this, let an ex- 
tract from Locke's Eflay on Education fully 
explain his ideas. 

" If he have a poetic vein; 'tis to me the 
ftrangeft thing m the world, that the father- 
mould defire or fuffer it to be cherimed or 
improved. Methinks the parents mould 
labour to have h ftifled and fupprefled as 
much as may be, and I know not what rea- 
fon a father can have to wifh his fon a poeti 
who does not defire to have him bid defiance 
to all other callings or bafinefs, which is not 
yet the word of the cafe ;■ for if he proves a 
fuccefsful rhymer, and gets once the repu- 
tation of a wit, I defire it may be confider- 
ed, what company and places he is like to- 
fpend his time in, nay, and eftate too ; for 
it is very feldom feen that any one difcovers 
mines of gold or filvcr in PamaiTu3.- 'Tis 
a pleafant air but a barren foil,, and there- 
are very few in fiances of thofe who have 
added to their patrimony by any thing they 
have reaped fiom thence. Poetry and 
Gaming, which ufually go together, are 
alike in this too, that they feldom bring- 
any advantage but to thofe who have no- 
thing elfe to live on. Men of eftates almoft 
conftantly go away lofers, and 'tis well if 
they efcapc at a cheaper rate, than their 
whole eftates or the greateft part of them. 
If therefore you would not have your fon 
the fiddle to every jovial company, without 
whom the fparks could not relilh their wine, 
nor know how to fpend an afternoon idly \ 
if you would not have him wafte his time 

and 

• Thefe lines, however, are a dull wretched paraphrafc of fome parts of the Pfalms. 
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Bacon, faw deeper into the true fpirit of poetry and the human 
affedtions than a Burleigh. In ancient Greece, the works of Ho- 
mer were called the leflbn or philofophy of kings; and Bacon de- 
fcribes the effedts of poetry in the moft exalted terms. What is 
deficient of perfection in hiftory and nature poetry fupplies; it 
thus eredts the mind, and confers magnanimity, morality, and 
delight; " and therefore, fays he, it was ever thought to have 
fome participation of divinenefs *."    The love of poetry is fo 

and eftate to divert others, and condemn 
the dirty acres left him by his anceftors, I 
do not think you will much care he fhould 
be a poet." 

This ignorance of poetry is even worfe 
than the Dutch idea of it. But this, and 
his opinion of Blackmore fully prove, that 
Locke, however great in other refpefts, 
knew no difference between a Shakefpeare, 
that unequalled philofopher of the paflions, 
and the dulled Griib-itreet plodder; Be- 
tween a Milton and the tavern rhymers of 
the days of the fecond Charles. But Milton's 
knowledge of the affcclions difcovcred in 
the civilization of the Mufes a ufe of the 
firft importance. A tafte formed by the 
great poetry he efteems as the ultimate re- 
finement of the underftanding. "This, (fays 
he, in his Tractate on the Education of 
Youth) would make them foon perceive, 
what defpicable creatures our common rhy- 
mers and play writers be, and mew them 
what religious, what glorious and magnifi- 
cent ufe might be made of poetry, both in 
divine and human things. From hence, 
and not till now, will be the right feafon of 
forming them to be able writers and com- 
pofcrs in every excellent matter . . . whether 
they be to fpeak in parliament or council, 
honour and attention would be waiting on 
liicir lips. There would thtn alfo appear 
in pulpits other vifages, other geftures, and 
iluff othcrwife wrought than what we now 
fit under"  

* -Uishigh idea of poetry is thus philo- 
fophically explained by the great Bacon : 

" So likcivife I finde, fome particular 
writings of an elegant nature, touching 
fome of the afteftions, as of angtr., of com- 
fort, upon ad-verft accident!, of tenderncfle 
of countenance, and other. But the poets 
and writers of hiflories are the belt doftors 
of this knowledge, where we find painted 
forth with the life, how afteftions are kin- 

dled and incited, and how pacified and re- 
flrained: and how againe contained from 
aft and farther degree : how they difdofe 
themfelves, how they worke, how they 
vary, how they gather and fortify, how 
they are inwrapped one within another, and 
how they doe fight and encounter one with 
another, and other the like particularities, 
amongft the which this laft is of fpecial ufe 
in moral and civile matters." 

Here poetry is ranked with hiftory; in the 
following its effefts on the paflions is pre- 
ferred. 

" The ufe of this fained Hiftory (Poetry) 
hath been to give fome fhadowe of fatis- 
faftion to the mind of man in thofe points 
in which nature doth deny it: the world 
being in proportion inferior to the foul: 
By reafon whereof there is agreeable to the 
fpirit of man a more ample greatnefle, a 
more exaft goodnefle, and a more abfolute 
variety then can 'be found in the nature of 
things. Therefore 'becaufe the events of 
true hiftory have not that magnitude which 
fatisfieth the mind of man, Poefy fayneth 
afts and events greater and more heroicall; 
becaufe true hillory propoundeth the fuc- 
cefles and iflues of aftions not fo agreeable 
to the merits of virtue and vice, therefore 
Poefy faynes them more juft in retribution, 
and more according to revealed Providence ; 
becaufe true Hiftory reprefenteth aftions and 
events more ordinary and lefs interchanged, 
therefore Poefy endueth them with more 
rarcneffe, and more unexpected and alterna- 
tive'.variations. So then it appeareth fhst 
Poefy ferveth and conferreth to magnani- 
mity, morality, and dcleftation, and there- 
fore itwas ever thought to hsve fome par- 
ticipation of divincnefle, becaufe i: doth 
raife and ereft the mind, by fubmitting the 
fhewes of things to the defires of the mind, 
whereas reafon doth humble and bow the 
mind unto the nature of things." 

natural 
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natural to the ftronger affections, that the moft barbarous na- 
tions delight in it. And always it is found, that as the rude 
war fong and eulogy of the dead hero refine, the manners of 
the age refine alfo. The hiftory of the ftages of poetry is the 
philofophical hiftory of manners j the only hiftory in which, 
with certainty, we can behold the true character of paft ages. 
True civilization and a humanifed tafte of the mental pleafures, 
are therefore fynonimous terms. And moft certain it is, where 
feeling and affection refide in the breaft, thefe muft be moft 
forcibly kindled and called into action by the animated repre- 
fentations and living fire of the great poetry. Nor may Mil- 
ton's evidence be rejected, for though a poet himfelf, his judg- 
ment' is founded on nature. According to him, a true tafte 
for the great poetry gives a refinement and energy to all other 
ftudies, and is of the laft importance in forming the fenator and 
the gentleman. That the poetry of Camoens merits this high 
character in a Angular manner, he that reads it with tafte and 
attention muft own : A Differtation on it, however, is the duty 
of the Tranflator  

But this muft be introduced by an examination of the cnti- 
cifm of Voltaire, a criticifm which, though moft amazingly er- 
roneous, is generally eftcemed in fevcral countries of Europe 
as the true chara&er of the Lufiad. ^ 

When Voltaire was in England, previous to his publication 
of his Henriade, he published in Englifh an Eflay on the Epic 
Poetry of the European nations. In this he highly praifed and 
feverely attacked the Lufiad. In his French editions of this 
Eflay he has made various alterations at different times in the 
article of Camoens. The original Englifh, however, fliall be 
here cited, and the French alterations attended to as they occur. 
Nor is it improper to premife, that fome moft amazing falfities 
will be detected ; the grofs mifreprefentation of every objection 
refuted ; and demonftration brought, that when Voltaire wrote 
his Englifh Eflay, his knowledge of the Lufiad was entirely 
borrowed from the bald, harfli, unpoetical verfion of Fanfhaw. 

" While Triflino, fays Voltaire, was clearing away the rubbifli 
in Italy, which barbarity and ignorance had hcap'd up for ten 
centuries, in the way of the arts and fciences, Camouens in 
Portugal fteer'd a new courfe, and acquir'd a reputation which 
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lafts ftill among his countrymen, who pay as much refpeft to 
his memory, as the Englifh to Milton. 

" « He was a ftrong inftance of the irrefiftible impulfc of nature 
which determines a true genius to follow the bent of his talents! 
m fpight of all the obftacles which could check his courfe 

" His infancy loft amidft the idlenefs and ignorance of the 
court of Lifbon; his youth fpent in romantic loves, or in the 
war againft the Moors; his long voyages at fea, in his riper 
years; his misfortunes at court, the revolutions of his country 
none of all thefe could fupprefs his genius. 

" Emanuel the fecond king of Portugal, having a mind to 
find a new way to the Eaft Indies by the ocean, fent Velafco 
de Gama with a fleet in the year-1497, to that undertaking, 
which being new, was accounted ram and impracticable, and 
which of courfe gained him a great reputation when it fucceeded 

" Camouens follow'd Velafco de Gama in that dangerous 
voyage led by his friendship to him, and by a noble curiofity, 
which feldom fails to be the character of men born with a 
great imagination. 

"He took his voyage for the fubjeft of his poem; he enjoy'd 
the fenfib e pleafure, which nobody had known before him to 
celebrate his friend, and the things he was an eye witnefs of 

"He wrote his Poem, part on the Atlantic Sea, and part on 
the Indian fhore. I ought not to omit, that in a fhipwrack on 
the coafts of Malabar, he fwam a more, holding-up his poem in 
one hand, which otherwife had been perhaps loft for ever. ' 

" Such a newfubjecl, manag'dbyan uncommon genius, could 
not  but  produce   a fort of Epic Poetry unheard of before 
There no bloody wars  are fought, no heroes wounded in a 
thouiand different ways;   no woman enticed away,   and  the 
world over-turn'd for her caufe; no empire founded; in fhort 
nothing of what was deem'd before the only fubjecl of poetry ' 

" The Poet conduces the Portuguefe fleet to the mouth of the 
Ganges, round the coafts of Africk. He takes notice in the way 
of many nations who live upon the African more. He inter- 
weaves artfully the hiftory of Portugal. The fimplicity of his 
fiibjecl, is rais d by fome fidions of different kinds, which I 
think not improper to acquaint the Reader with. 

« When the fleet is failing in the fight of the Cape of Good 
Hope, call'd then the Cape of the Storms, a formidable fhape 

appears 
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appears to them, walking in the depth of the fea; his head 
reaches to the clouds, the ftorms, the winds, the thunders, 
and the lightnings hang about him; his arms are extended 
over the waves. 'Tis the guardian of that foreign ocean un- 
plow'd before by any fhip. He complains of being oblig'd to 
fubmit to fate, and to the audacious undertaking of the Portu- 
guefe, and foretells them all the misfortunes which they muft 
undergo in the Indies. I believe, that fuch a fiction would be 
thought noble and proper, in all ages, and in all nations. 

" There is another, which perhaps would have pleas'd the 
Italians as well as the Portuguese, but no other nation befides: 
It is the inchanted ifland, call'd the Ifland of Blifs, which the fleet 
finds in her way home, juft rifing from the fea, for their comfort 
and for their reward : Camouens defcribes that place, as Taflb 
did fome years after, his ifland of Armida. There a fupernatural 
power, brings in all the beauties, and prefents all the pleafures 
which nature can afford, and which the heart may wifli for; 
a Goddefs cnamour'd with Velafco de Gama, carries him to 
the top of an high mountain, from whence flie fhews him all 
the kingdoms of the earth, and foretells the fate of Portugal. 

" After Camouens hath given loofe to his fancy, in the lafci- 
vious defcription of the pleafures which Gama and his crew 
enjoy'd in the ifland, he takes care to inform the Reader, that 
he ought to underftand by this fiction, nothing but the fatis- 
fadtion which the virtuous man feels, and the glory which 
accrues to him by the practice of virtue; but the beft excufe 
for fuch an invention, is, the charming ftile in which it is dc- 
liver'd (if we believe the Portuguefe) for the beauty of the 
elocution makes fometimes amends for the faults of the poets, 
as the colouring of Rubens make fome defects in his figures 
pafs unreguarded. 

" There is another kind of machinery continued throughout all 
the Poem, which nothing can excufe, in any country whatever; 
'tis an unjudicious mixture of theHeathen Gods with our Religion. 
Gama in a ftorm addreffes his prayers to Chrift, but 'tis Venus 
who comes to his relief; the heroes are chriftians, and the poet 
heathen. The main defign which the Portuguefe are fuppos'd to 
have (next to promoting their trade) is to propagate Chriftianity ; 
yet Jupiter, Bacchus, and Venus, have in their hands, all the 
management of the voyage.    So incongruous a machinery, cafts 
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a blemim upon the whole Poem; yet {hews at the fame time, 
how prevailing are its beauties, fince the Portuguefe like it with 
all its faults. 

" Camouens hath a great deal of true wit, and not a little mare 
of falfe; his imagination hurries him into great abfurdities. I 
remember, that after Velafco de Gama, hath related his adven- 
tures to the king of Melinda, now, fays he, O king, judge if 
Ulyfles, and JEneas, have travell'd fo far, and undergone fo many 
hardships. As if that barbarous African was acquainted with 
Homer and Virgil. 

" His poem, in my opinion, is full of numberlefs faults and 
beauties, thick fown near one another; and almoft in every 
page, there is fomething to laugh at, and fomething to be de- 
lighted with. Among his moil: lucky thoughts, I muft take 
notice of two for the likenefs, which they bear to two raoft 
celebrated paflages of Waller, and Sir John Denham. 

" Waller fays, in his Epiftle to Zelinda ; 

Thy matchlefs form will credit bring, 
To all the wonders I can fing. 

" Camouens fays, in fpeaking of the voyages of the Argo- 
nautes, and of Ulyfles, that the undertaking of the Portuguefe 
fhall give credit to all thofe fables, in furpafling them. 

" Sir John Denham, in his Poem on Cooper's-Hill, fays to 
the Thames; 

O could I flow like thee, and make thy ftream, 
My great example, as it is my theme; 
Tho' deep, yet clear, tho* gentle, yet not dull, 
Strong without rage, without o'erflowing full. 

" Camouens addrefles thcNymphs of Tagus in the like manner; 
" O Nymphs, if ever I fung of you, infpire me now with new 
and ftrong lays ; let my ftyle flow like your waves; let it be 
deep and clear, as your waters, &c." 

Such is the original criticifm of Voltaire on the Lufiad. And 
never, perhaps, was there fuch a random reverie, fuch a mafs 
of mifreprefentations and falfities as the whole of it exhibits. 
The moft excufeable parts of it are fuperficial in the higheft 

degree. 



INTRODUCTION. cxxv 

degree. Both the poet and the hero are mifnamed by him. 
The name of the hero has been corrected, that of Camouens 
remains flill in Voltaire, the only author who ever fpelled it in 
this manner. There never was an Emmanuel the fecond of 
Portugal. Camoens was not fhipwrecked on the coaft of Ma- 
labar, but on the river Mehon in China. " That Gama went 
a new way to the Eaft Indies by the ocean," though corrected 
in the edition of 1768, affords a moft finking proof of Voltaire's 
very carelefs perufal of the Lufiad at the time when he firft 
prefumed to condemn it. For it is often repeated in the poem, 
that there was no way to India by the ocean before. That the 
infancy of Camoens was loft amidft the idlenefs and ignorance of 
the court of Lijbon, is certainly falfe. His youth could not have 
been fpent in idlenefs or ignorance, for his works difplay a moft 
mafterly accuracy in every branch of ancient literature. 

Though Voltaire has corrected his error in fending Camoens 
to the Eaft Indies along with Gama, fuch an original unpar- 
jalled romance ought to be recorded. Gama failed on the dif- 
covery of India in 1497. Camoens was born in 1517, and was 
not feven years of age when Gama died. Thefe facts were im- 
mediately objected to Voltaire, but, at firft, he would not 
yield. Contrary to the teftimony of Camoens himfelf, and 
every circumftance of his life, an * hypothefis muft defend this 
favourite fuppofition. In his Amfterdam edition of 1738, Vol- 
taire boldly afferts that Camoens was a Spaniard, born in the reign 
of Ferdinand and Ifabel, that he came to Lifbon in the firft 
year of Emmanuel, and was in intimate friendship with Gama, 

• This hor.eji  hypothefis  which  makes from which we are to believe that Milton 
Camoens a Spaniard, is  of a  piece with borrowed his Paradife Loll from a Comedy 
another of the fame ingenious Author.    In which nobody ever faw.    From the fame 
his unhappy Eflay on Epic Poetry he aflcrt- refearchcs in England, Voltaire alfo learned 
ed, that Milton built his Paradife Loft upon other circumftances,   of which the public 
an Italian Comedy,   written by one An- were  totally  ignorant.     The writing  by 
dreino.    This was immediately denied, and which Milton fold his Paradife Loft to one 
even fome Italian Literati declared, that no Simmonds,   a Bookfeller,   is  ftill  extant, 
fuch  Author or  Comedy was  known  in But Voltaire difcovered that he fold it to 
Italy.    Voltaire, however, would not yield, Tompfon for thirty piftolcs, " eiiftn'Tompfon 
and very gravely he tells the reader, " // lul  donna   (rente    piftdes  de cet owjragc. 
n'efl pas ttonnant it is not at all aftonifh- Lord Sommers and Dr. Atterbury, headds,. 
ing, that having carefully fearched in Eng- refolving that England fhould have an Epic 
land for whatever related to that great man Poem, prevailed on the heirs of Tompfon to 
(Milton) I mould difcover circumftances of print a fplendid edition of it.    And Addi- 
his life, of which the  public were igno- fon wrote, fays he, and the Englifli were per- 
rant." This, therefore, is the authority fuaded, that they had an Epic Poem." 

whom. 
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whom he accompanied in his firft voyage.    Certain it is, how- 
ever, by the archives of Portugal, that Camoens was in India 
about feventy-two years after this voyage, and that, according 
to this hypothefis of Voltaire, he muft have been near an hun- 
dred years old when he publifhed his Lufiad.    Voltaire, how- 
ever, at lad, confefles that Camoens did not accompany Gama. 
Yet fuch is his accuracy, that even in the edition of 1768, in 
an effay which he calls Me de la Henriade, a few pages before 
this confeflion, the old affertion is ftill  retained.    " Le Ca- 
moiiens, qui eft le Virgik de Portugal* a celebri tin Jvinement dont 
tlavait ite temow hu-meme.    Camouens, the Portu«*uefe Virgil 
has celebrated an event of which he himfelf had been witnefs." 

No anecdotes ever threw more light upon a character than 
thefe   throw upon  that of Voltaire.    The  afTertion  that the 
Epic Poet enjoyed the ferfible pleafure, which nobody had known 
bejore him,   to  celebrate his friend and the things  he  was an 
eye witnefs of, can only be accounted for by the fuppofition, that 
Vo taire was pleafed with the idea, and in a little while mif- 
took his ftrong impreffion for the remembrance of a fadt.   The 
laboured abfurd hypothefis, which would defend this fanciful 
error   cannot be placed in fo fair a light.    And the error con- 
lened, and ftill retained, is a true Voltairifm.    Yet the idea of 
his accuracy which thefe accounts of the Poet muft infpire 
will even be heightened by the examination of his criticifm on 
the poem.    The narrative of a voyage conftitutes the Odyfley; 
the half of the Eneid, and forms the body of the Lufiad.    Yet 
the Lufiad, fays Voltaire, contains nothing of what was deemed 
bejore the only fubjeel of poetry.    It forms, indeed, a fort of Epic 
poetry unheard of before: But Voltaire's objection to this points 
out its true praife.    No heroes, fays he, are wounded a thoufand 
different ways, no woman enticed away and the world o-oer turned for 
her caife—And muft the fate of Helen, and the thoufand dif- 
ferent wounds defcribed by Homer, be copied by every Epic 
Poet ?    If this fentence has any meaning this is included.    Yet 
what is this puerility of criticifm in comparifon  of Voltaire's 
aftertions, that in the Lufiad no bloody wars are fought, no em- 
pire founded.—It the deftrudion of Troy be allowed to be in the 
Eneid, there arc wars enough in the poem of Camoens.    The 
efteft of fire-arms on people who never before beheld thefe 
dreadful engines, and ahoftile town burnt by a fleet, are finely 

• defcribed 
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defcribed in that part which is called the adtion of the Epic 
Poem. But Voltaire was as utter a ftranger to the firft book 
of the Lufiad, as to the ONE fubject of the poem, The founding 
of the Portuguefc empire in the Eaft.—No battle fought, no em- 
pire founded! What infult to the literary world is this! A late 
correction will never difprove his ignorance when he wrote this. 
Should a pretended critic on Virgil tell his reader that the poet 
conduced Eneas to the mouth of the Thames, could we believe 
he was acquainted with his Author ? Yet Voltaire tells us, that 
Camoens condutts the Portuguese feet to the mouth of the Ganges 
round the coafs of Afric. Camoens,  indeed,   conduces his 
fleet to Calicut on the coaft of Malabar. But though the fcene 
of the aclion of the four laft books lie upon this coaft, Voltaire 
was not happy enough to dip into any of the numerous paflages 
which fix the geography. He has therefore given the voyage 
of Gama a dimenfion almoft as much beyond the real one given 
by Camoens, as the Weft Indies are diftant from England. 
Such errors are convincing proofs that Voltaire only dipt here 
and there into the Lufiad, even after the critics fet him right in 
fomc places; for this grofs error is ftill retained. But a mifre- 
prefentation, not founded on ignorance, now offers itfelf. Gama, 
in a form, fays Voltaire, addref'es his prayers toChrif, but'tis Venus 
ivho eomes to his relief—A bold aflertion ftill alfo retained, but 
there is no fuch paflage in the Lufiad. Gama, in a tempeft, prays 
to the holy Power, to whom nothing is impoffible, the fovereign of 
earth, fea, and land, who led Ifrael through the waves, who deli- 
vered Paul, and who protected the children of the fecond father of 
the world from the deluge. But Chrift is not once mentioned in 
the whole paffage: To fay that Gama was a good Catholic, and 
intended Chrift under thefe appellations, is unworthy of poetical 
criticifm, where the whole ridicule confifts in the opposition of 
the name of Chrift and Venus. Such is the candour of Vol- 
taire ! Nor is it difficult to trace the fource of this unfair re- 
prefentation.    Fanfhaw thus tranflates the mention of Paul, 

Thou who didft keep and fave thy fervant Paul  

Monfieur Voltaire wanted no more. Thy fervant Paul was to 
him enough to vindicate the ridicule he chufed to beftow. But 
unhappily for the mifguided critic, the original fays only, Tu 
que livrafle Paulo* — thou who deliveredft Paul. — And thus 

• See Lufiadas, Cant. VI. St. 81. we 
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we are furnifhed with a fure hint of the medium by which our 
critic ftudied the Lufiad. To this laft unblufliing falfity, that 
Gama prays to Cbriji, is added, in the edition of 1768, *« Bac- 
chus & la Vierge Marie fe trouveront tout naturelkment enfemble. 
Bacchus and the Virgin Mary are very naturally found together." 
If words have meaning, this informs the reader, that they are 
found together in the Lufiad. Yet the truth is, in the whole 
poem there is no fuch perfonage as the Virgin Mary. 

After thefe grofs falfities, Voltaire adds, " A parler ferieufe- 
ment, un merveilleux ft abfurde, defiguri tout Fouvrage aux yeux 
de leSleurs fenfe's,—To fpeak ferioufly, fuch an abfurdity in the 
marvellous, disfigures the whole work in the eyes of the fenfible 
readers."—To fuch as take Voltaire's word for it, it muft in- 
deed feem disfigured; but what literary murder is this ! ' Nor 
does it end here. A fimilie muft enforce the fliamelefs mifre- 
prefentation, " // is like the works of Paul Veronefe, who 
has placed Benedittine fathers and Swifs foldiers amon% his 
paintings from the Old Tefament." And to this alfo is added, 
" Le Camouens tombe prefque toujours dans de telles difparates. 
Camouens almoft continually falls into fuch extravagancies." Yet 
with equal juftice may this fentence be applied to Virgil; and 
peculiarly unhappy is the inftance which Voltaire immediately 
gives : " / remember, fays he, Vafco de Gama fays to the king of 
Mclinda, 0 king Judge ifVlyffes and Eneas have travelledfo far, and 
undergone fo many hardjlnps: as if that barbarous African was 
acquainted with Homer and Virgil" This fentence is ftill re- 
tained in Voltaire's laft edition of his works. But, according 
to hiftory, the Melindians were a humane and poliflied people ; 
their buildings elegant, and in the manner of Spain. The 
royal family and grandees were Mohammedan Arabs, defcended 
of thofe tribes, whofe learning, when it fuits his purpofe, is the 
boaft of Voltaire. The prince of Melinda, with whom Gama 
converfed, is thus defcribed by the excellent hiftorian Oforius : 
" In omni autem fermone princeps ille non hommis bar bar ifpecimen 
dabat, fed ingenium et prudentiam eo loco dignam prce fe ferebat  
In the whole converfation the Prince betrayed no fign of the 
barbarian ; on the contrary, he carried himfelf with a politenefs 
and intelligence worthy of his rank."—It is alfo certain, that 
this Prince, whom Voltaire is pleafed to call a barbarous Afri- 
can, had fuflicient opportunity to be acquainted with Homer, 

for 
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for the writings of Homer are tranflated into the Syriac, in a 
dialed of which the interpreters of Gama talked with the 
prince of Melinda ;£. 

The Lufiad, in my opinion, fays Voltaire, is full of numberlefs 
faults and beauties, thick foivn near one another, and almoft in 
every page there is fomething to laugh at, and fomething to be de- 
lighted with." This fentence, though omitted in the French 
editions, had fome fource, and that fource we fhall eafily trace. 
Nor is the character of the king of Melinda fo grofsly falfified 
by Voltaire, as the character of the Lufiad of Camoens is here 
mifreprefented. Except the polite repartee of Velofo {of which 

fee p. 203.) there are not above two or three pafiages in the 
whole poem which even border upon conceit. The raoft uni- 
form fimplicity of manly didtion is the true character of the 
Portuguefe Lufiad : Where then did Voltaire find the fa7/e wit, 
and fomething to laugh at almoft in every page ? If there be a 
tranilation which ftriclly defcrves this chara&er, we cannot 
fuppofe that Voltaire hit this character, and at the fame time 
was fo wide of the original, merely by chance. No, he dipt 
into Fanfhaw's Lufiad, where, in every page, there are puns, 
conceits, and low quaint exprefhons, uncountenanced by the 
original. Some citations from Fanfliaw will foon juftify this 
afiertion. Yet, however decifive this proof may be, it is not 
the only one. The refemblance found by Voltaire between Sir 
John Denham's addrefs to the Thames, and that of Camoens to 
the nymphs of the Tagus, does not exift in the original. Let 
my file flow like your waves, let it be deep and clear as your waters 

t The Arabs have not only innumerable 
volumes of their own, but their language is 
alfo enriched with tranflations of fevcral 
Greek writers. The fate of Euclid is well 
known. And to mention only two of their 
authors, Ben-Shohna, who died in 1478, a 
little before the arrival of Gama, wrote an 
univerfal hiftory, which he calls RaiuJbat 
almenadbir Jt Urn ala-rvail nxala-wathir ; that 
is, The meadow of the Eye of ancient and 
modern knowledge. And Abul Pharajius, 
who lived in the ihirteenth century, wrote 
an hiftory in Arabic, in ten chapters, the 
firft of which treats of the Patriarchs from 
Adam to Mofes; the fecond of the Judges 
^nd Kings of Ifrael; the third of the Jewifti 

Kings; the fourth of the Kings of Chaldca; 
the fifth of the Kings of the Magi; the fixth 
of the ancient Pagan Greeks; the feventh of 
the Romans; the eighth of the Conftanti- 
nopolitan Emperors ; the ninth of the Ara- 
bian Mohammedan Kings ; and the tenth of 
the Moguls. The fame author acquaints us 
that Homer's two works arc elegantly tran- 
flated into the Syriac; which language is 
filler to that fpoken by the Arabs of Melin- 
da. Camoens, who was in the country, 
knew the learning of the Arabians. Vol- 
taire, led by the defire to condemn, was 
hurried into abfurdities, from which a mo- 
ment's confideration would have prcferved 
him. 

f —contains 
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—contains indeed the fame allufion as that cxprefled in the lines 
cited by Voltaire from Denham. But no fuch idea or allufion exifts 
in the Portuguefe. Though Voltaire ftill retains this fentence, its 
unauthenticity has been detected by feveral critics. But it was 
left for the prefent Tranflator to difcover the fource of this 
wide miftranflation. He fufpefted the allufion might be in 
Fanfhaw, and in Fanfhaw he found it. The nymphs of the 
Tagus are in Sir Richard's verfion thus addrefled : • 

If I in low, yet tuneful verfe, the praife 
Of your fweet river always did proclaim, 
Infpire me now with high and thundering lays, 
Give me them clear and flowing like hisflream. 

He who has read Camoens and Fanfhaw, will be convinced 
where Voltaire found the fomething to laugh at in every page. 
He who has read neither the original nor that tranflation, will now 
perceive that Voltaire's opinion of the Lufiad was drawn from a 
very partial acquaintance with the unfaithful and unpoetical 
verfion of Fanfhaw. 

And, as if all his mifrcprcfentations of the Lufiad were not 
enough, a new and moft capital objection is added in the late 
editions of Voltaire. « Mais de tons les defauts de ce poeme, 
&c."—"But of all the faults of this poem, the greateft is the 
want of connection, which reigns in every part of it. It re- 
fembles the voyage which is its fubjecr. The adventures fuc- 
ceed one another, fa wonderful objeblion) and the poet has no 
other art, than to tell his tales well." Indeed ! but the reader 
cannot now be furprifed at any of our Critic's mifreprefentations 
—Though  he   has  condemned the  machinery of the Lufiad 
UPON   CIRCUMSTANCES   WHICH   HAVE   NO   PLACE   IN   IT,   the 
mixture of Chriftian and Pagan mythology, which he in general 
afenbes to it, requires fome attention. A fliort Difiertation on 
the poem is therefore neceflary; and an examen of its conduct 
will clearly evince, that the Eneid itfelf is not more perfect 
than the Lufiad in that conneftion, which is rcquifite to form 
One whole, according to the ftri&cft rules of Epic Unity. 

The term Epopoeia is derived from the Greek vE7ro£,   difcourfe, 
and hence the Epic, may be rendered the narrative poem.    In 
the full latitude of this definition fome Italian critics have con- 

tended, 
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tended, that the poems of Dante and Ariofto were Epic.    And 
in the fame manner Telemachus  and the Faerie  Queen  are 
Epic poems.    A definition more reftri&ed however, a definition 
defcriptive of the nobleft fpecies of poetry, has been given by 
Ariftotle; and the greateft critics have followed him, in appro- 
priating to this fpecies the term of Epopceia, or Epic.   The fub- 
ject of the Epopceia, according to that great father of criticifm, 
mutt be One.    One  action  muft be invariably purfued,   and 
heightened through different flages, till the Cataftrophe clofe it 
in fo complete a manner, that any farther addition would only 
inform the reader of what he already perceives.    Yet in purfu- 
ing this One end, collateral Epifodes not only give that variety 
fo  effential   to  good  poetry,   but,   under  judicious   manage- 
ment, afiift in the raoft pleafing manner to facilitate and pro- 
duce   the Unravelment,  or Cataftrophe.    Thus  the anger  of 
Achilles is the fubje& of the Iliad.    He withdraws his aflii- 
tance from the Greeks.    The efforts and diftreffes of the Gre- 
cian army in his abfence, and the triumphs of He&or, are the 
confequences of his rage.    In the utmoft danger of the Greeks, 
he permits his friend Patroclus  to go to battle.    Patroclus is 
killed by He&or.    Achilles, to revenge his fall, rufhes to the 
field.    He&or is killed, the Trojans defeated, and the rage of 
Achilles is foothed by the obfequies of his friend.    And thus 
alfo the fubje& of the Eneid is One.    The remains of the Tro- 
jan nation, to whom a feat of empire is promifed by the oracle, 
are reprefented as endangered by a tempeft at fea.    They land 
at Carthage.    Eneas, their leader, relates the fate of Troy to 
the holpitable queen; but is ordered by Jupiter to fulfil the pro- 
phecies, and go in fcarch of the promifed feat of that empire, 
which was one day to command the world.    Eneas again fets 
fail, many adventures befal him.    He  at  laft lands in Italy, 
where prophecies of his arrival were acknowledged.    His fated 
bride, however, is betrothed to Turnus.    A war enfues,  and 
the poem concludes with the death of the rival of Eneas.    In 
both thefe great poems a machinery fnitable to the allegorical 
religion of thefe times is preferved.    Juno is the guardian of 
the^Greeks, Venus of the Trojans.    Narrative poetry without 
fi&ion can never pleafe.    Without   fi&ion  it  muft  want the 
marvellous, which is the very foul of poefy; and hence a ma- 
chinery is indifpenfible in the Epic poem.    The conduffc and 

f 2 machinery 
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machinery of the Lufiad are as follow : The poem opens with 
a view of the Portuguefe fleet before a profperous gale on the 
coaft of Ethiopia, The crews, however, are worn with labour, 
and their fafety depends upon their fortune in a friendly harbour. 
The Gods of ancient or poetical mythology are reprefented as in 
council. The fate of the Eaftern world depends upon the fuc- 
cefs of the fleet. But as we trace the machinery of the Lufiad, 
let us remember that, like the machinery of Homer and Virgil,' 
it is alfo allegorical. Jupiter, or the Lord of Fate, pronounces 
that the Lufians fhall be profperous. Bacchus, the evil daemon 
or genius of Mohammedifm, who was worfhipped in the Eaft, 
forefeeing that his empire and altars would be overturned, 
oppofes Jove, or Fate. The celeftial Venus, or heavenly Love, 
pleads for the Lufians. Mars, or divine Fortitude, encourages 
the Lord of Fate to remain unaltered ; and Maia's fon, the 
MefTenger of Heaven, is fent to lead the navy to a friendly 
harbour. The fleet arrives at Mozambic. Bacchus, like Juno 
in the Eneid, raifes a commotion againft the Lufians. A battle 
enfues, and the victorious fleet purfue their voyage, under the 
care of a Moorifh pilot, who advifes them to enter the harbour 
of Quiloa. According to hiftory they attempted this harbour, 
where their deftruction would have been inevitable; but they 
were driven from it by the violence of a fudden tempeft. The. 
poet afcribes this to the celeftial Venus, 

■ whofe watchful care 
Had ever been their guide  

They now arrive at MombafTa. The malice of the evil daemon^ 
or genius of Mohammedifm, ftill exites the arts of treachery 
againft them. Hermes, the mefTenger of heaven, in a dream, 
in the ftyle of Homer, warns the hero of the poem of his 
danger, and commands him to fleer for Melinda. There he 
arrives, and is received by the prince in the moft friendly 
manner. Here the hero receives the firft certain intelligence or 
hope of India. The prince of Melinda's admiration of the for- 
titude and prowefs of his guefts, the firft who had ever dared 
to pafs the unknown ocean by the tempeftuous Cape, artfully 
prepares the reader for a long epifode. The poem of Virgil 
contains the hiftory of the Roman empire to his own time. 

Camoens 



INTRODUCTION. CXXXUI 

Camoens perceived this, and trod in his fteps.    The hiftory of 
Portugal/which Gama relates to the king of Melinda   is not 
only neceffary to give their new ally an high idea of the Lufian 
ptoWs and fpirit, but alfo naturally leads -toy and accounts for 
the voyage of Gama; the event, which in its conferences, 
fums up fhe Portuguefe honours.    It is as requifite for Gama to 
tell the rife of his nation to the king of Melinda, as it is for 
Eneas to relate to Dido the caufe of his voyage, the deftrudion 
of Troy.    And Gama's long account of his own voyage   will 
bear to be read after the fimilar parts of either the Odyffey or 
the Eneid.    Pleafed withlthe fame of their nation, the king oi 
Melinda vows lading friendfhip with the Lufians, and gives 
them a faithful pilot.    As they fail  acroft  the great  Indian 
ocean the machinery is again employed     The evil daemon im- 
plores Neptune and the powers of the fea to raife a tempeft to 
deftroy the fleet.    The failors on the night watch, fortify their 
courage by the valiant afts of their countrymen, and an epifode 
in the true poetical fpirit of chivalry  is  introduced.     Thus 
Achilles in his tent is reprefented as finging to his lyre the 
praifes otheroes.    And in the Epic condutt, this narrative and 
the taW told by Neftor, either to reftrain or inflame the rage 
of the Grecian chiefs, are certainly the fame. ......    , 

■ The accumulation of the tempeft in the meanwhile is finely 
defcribed. It now defcends. Celeftial Venus perceives the 
danger of her fleet. She is introduced by the appearance of her 
ftar, a ftroke of poetry which would have Aimed in the Eneid,. 
The tempeft. is in its utmoft rage, 

The fky and ocean blending, each on fire,, 
Seem'd as all nature ftruggled to expire. 
When now the filver ftar of Love appear d;. 
Bright in her eaft her radiant front fhe rear'd;. 
Fair through the horrid ftorm the gentle ray 
Announced the promife of the cheerful day. 
From her bright throne Celeftial Love beheld. 
The tempeft burn  

And in the true fpirit of Homer's allegory {Seethe note, p. 266.); 
(he calls her nymphs, and by their miniftry ftills the tempeft. 
Gama now arrives in India. Every circumftance nfes from the 
preceding one; and,.as fully pointed out in the notes, the con 
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duct in every circumftance is as exaftly Virgilian, as any two 
tragedies may poffibly be alike in adherence to the rules of the 
drama.    Gama, having accomplished his purpofe in India, fets 
fail for Europe, and the machinery is the laft time employed 
Venus, to reward her heroes, raifes a Paradifaical ifland in the 
fea.    Voltaire, in his Englifli efTay,  has faid, that no nation 
but the Portuguefe and Italians could bear fuch lafcivious de- 
scription.    In the French lie has fuppreffed this fentence, but 
has compared it  to a Dutch brothel  allowed for  the failors 
Yet this idea of it is as falfe as it is grofs.    Every thing in the 
llland of Love refembles the ftatue of Venus de Medicis.    The 
defenption is warm indeed, but it is chafte as the firft loves of 
Adam and Eve in Milton.    And fo far from deferving the cen- 
tre of Voltaire (Sec the note, p. 394.)  were Dante, Ariofto, 
lafio, Spemer, and even Milton himfelf, to contend with him 
for the palm of modefty, there could be nohefitation infixing it 
upon the brow of Camoens.    After the poet has explained the 
allegory of the ifland of Love, the Goddefs of the ocean gives 
her hand and commits her empire to Gama, whom me co\idudts 
to her palace, where, in a prophetic fong, he hears tfc: adions 
of the heroes who were to eftablifli the Portuguefe Wire in 
the  Eaft.    In  Epic condudt nothing can  be  more  matferly. 
The funeral games in honour of Patroclus, after the Iliad has* 
turned  upon  its great hinge, the death  of Hedlor,   are here 
moft happily imitated after the Lufiad has alfo turned upon its 
great hinge, the difcovery of India.    The conduft is the fame 
though not one feature  is borrowed.    UlyfTes and Eneas are 
feiit to vifit the regions of the dead; and Voltaire's hero muft 
alfo be conveyed to Hell and Heaven.    But how fuperior is the 
fpint of Camoens !   He parallels thefe (biking adventures by a 
new fiction  of his own.    Gama in  the ifland of Blifs,   and 
Eneas in Hell, are in Epic conducl exactly the fame ; and in 
this  unborrowing famenefs, he artfully interleaves the hi/lory 
of   Portugal:   artfully   as   Voltaire   himfelf  confefles.      The 
epifode with   the  king  of  Melinda,   the  defcription   of the 
painted enflgns, and the prophetic fong, are parallel in man- 
ner  and   purpofe   with   the  epifode   of   Dido,   the  Shield   of 
Eneas, and the vifion  in  Elyfium.    To revenge the  ra^e of 
Achilles, and to lay the foundation of the Roman empire, are 
tne grand purpofcs of the Iliad and Eneid; the one effected by 

the 



INTRODUCTION. cxxxv 

the death of Hedtor; the other by the alliance of Latinus and 
Eneas, accomplifhed in the death of Turnus. In like manner, 
to eftablifh the Portuguefe Chriftian empire in the Eaft, is the 
grand defign of the Lufiad, accomplifhed in the happy return 
of Gama.° And thus, in the true fpirit of the Epopoeia, ends 
the Lufiad, a poem where every circumftance rifes in juft gra- 
dation, till the whole is fummed up in the moft perfect unity 
of Epic action. 

The machinery of Homer (See the note, p. 266.) contains a 
moft perfect and mafterly allegory. To imitate the ancients 
was the prevailing tafte when Camoens wrote; and their 
poetical manners were every where adopted. That he ef- 
teemed his own as allegorical he afTures us in the end of 
the ninth book, and in one of his letters. But a proof even 
more determinate, occurs in the opening of the poem. Caftera, 
the French Tranflator, by his over refinement, has much mif- 
reprefented the allegory of the Lufiad. Mars, who never ap- 
pears but once in the firft book, he tells us, fignifies Jefus Chnft. 
This explanation, fo open to ridicule, is every way unnecefTary, 
and furely never entered the thought of Camoens. It is evi- 
dent, however, that he intended the guardian powers of Chrif- 
tianity and Mohammedifm under the two principal perfonages 
of his machinery.    Words cannot be plainer : 

Where'er this people fhould their empire raife, 
She knew her altars mould unnumber'd blaze ; 
And barbarous nations at her holy fhrine 
Be humanifed and taught her lore divine : ^ 
Her fpreading honours thus the one infpir'd, 
And one the dread to lofe his worfhip fir'd. 

And the fame idea is on every opportunity repeated and enforced. 
Pagan mythology had its Celeftial, as well as Terreftrial Venus*. 

• The celeftial Venus, according to Plato, This Urania-Venus,   according to Pau- 
was the daughter ofOuranus or Heaven, and fanias and  other  writers,   had  fumptuous 
thence called Urania.   The paflage ftands temples in  Athens,   Phoenicia,   &c.    She 
in the Sympofion of that author as follows : was painted in complete arraonr ; herpnett- 
naflu y«.( »<r//i» on «x ir» »i» E«»1«{ AftoW eflbs were virgins ; and no man was allowed 
raih, & /*•«« /«•» »<"!{, »! «' *> Ee« «*" Jl t0 aPProach her lhunc-     Xenophon  fays, 
ivo ,rc„ fco cczyxr, x>. Ee»1. .W w{ *i» ftie prefided over the love of wifdom and 
Jbo T« S««;   r, u.„ y, *ov, «c«r0»V,  «» virtue, which are the pleafures of the foul, 
,„w  OBM.8 S»y»V r,,  fc  «-• «««»« " the terrcftrial Venus prefided over the 
i^ofL.fvir i h n£tlmy to* *) A.ww, «» *» pleafures of the body. 
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The Celeftial Venus is therefore the raoft proper perfonage of 
that mythology to figure Chriftianity. And Bacchus, the con- 
queror of the Eaft, is, in the ancient poetical allegory, the moft 
natural protector of the altars of India. Whatever may be faid 
againft the ufe of the ancient machinery in a modern poem, 
candour mud confefs, that the allegory of Camoens which arms 
the genius of Mohammedifm -f againft the expedition of his 
heroes, is both fublime and moft happily interesting. Nor muft 
his choice of the ancient poetical machinery be condemned 
without examination. It has been the language of poetry 
thefe three thoufand years, and its allegory is perfectly un- 
derwood. If not impoflible, it will certainly be very diffi- 
cult to find a new, or a better machinery for an Epic 
poem. That of Taflb is condemned by Boileau, yet, that of 
Camoens may plead the authority of that celebrated critic, and 
is even vindicated, undefignedly, by Voltaire himfelf. In an 
efTay prefixed to his Henriade, Le mot d' Amphitrite, fays he, 
dans not re poe/ie, nejignifie que la Mer, & no?i lEpoufe de Neptune 
—the word Amphitrite in our poetry fignifies only the Sea, and 
not the wife of Neptune." And why may not the word Venus 
in Camoens fignify divine Love, and not the wife of Vulcan ? 
" Love, fays Voltaire, in the fame cflay, has his arrows, and 
Jufticc a ballance, in our moft chriftian writings, in our paint- 
ings, in our tapeftry, without being efteemed as the leaft mix- 
ture of Paganifm." And if this criticifm hasjuftice in it, why 
not apply it to the Lufiad as well as the * Henriade ? Candour 
will not only apply it to the Lufiad, but will alfo add the au- 
thority of Boileau.    He is giving rules for an Epic poem : 

f This, asobferved, isexprefsly fuggefted Father, and at the fame time, feconded by 
in the firft book.     For (cvcral collateral the arrows of Cupid, renders the Nereides 
proofs, fee the note, p. 2ie, and text, p. amourous of the Portugucfe."—But this, 
339. where Bacchus, the evil diemon, takes one of his latcft additions, is as unlucky as 
the form of Mohammed, and appears in a all the reft.   The Eternal Father is the fame 
dream to a prieft of the Koran. Jove, who is reprefented as ihe/ufreme Fa. 

* Thus, when the Henriade is to bede- tb;r in the firft book, (St. 22. Pcrtugutfe.) 
fended, the arrows of Cupid convey no mix- and in book 9. ft. 18. is only faid to have 
turc of Paganifm.    But when the ifland of ordained Venus to be the good genius of the 
Love in the Lufiad is to be condemned, our Lufitanians.    There is not a word about the 
bonnete critic muft ridicule the ufe of thefe ajjijlanee of his coun/el; that was introduced 
very arrows—C'ejl la que Venus, aider des by Voltaire, folely to throw ridicule upon 
con/tils du Pere Eternel, et fecendie en mime an allegory, which, by the bye, when ufed in 
terns des fecbes de Cupidoa.—It is there that the Henriade, has not the leaft fault;  but 
Venus, aided by the counfels of the Eternal is there every way in the true ftyle of poetry. 

Dam 
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Dans le vafte rich d'une tongue action, 
Sefoutient par la fable, et vit deftclion. 
La pour nous enchanter tout eft mis en ufage: 
Tout prend un corps, une ame, un efprit, un vifage; 
Chaque vertu devient une diviniti; 
Minerve eft la prudence, & Venus la beaut i. 
Ce 71 eft plus la vapeur qui produit le tonnerre, 
C'eft Jupiter armi pour ejfrayer la terre. 
Un or age terrible aux yeux des matelots, 
Ceft Neptune en courroux, qui gourmande lesflots .... 
Sans tous ces ornemens le vers tombe en langueur j 
La poefie eft morte, ou rampe fans vigueur : 
Le po'e'te n'eft plus qu'un orateur timtde, 
Qu'unfroid hiftorien d'une fable infipide. 

Every idea of thefe lines ftrongly defends the Lufiad. Yet, it 
muft not be concealed, a diftinclion follows which may appear 
againft it. Boileau requires a profane fubjeft for the Epic Mufe. 
But his reafon for it is not juft : 

De lafoi d'un Chretien les myfteres terribles 
D'ornemens igayis nefont point fufceptibles. 
L'cvangile a Vefprit rioffre de tous cotis 
$ue penitence afaire, & tourmens meritis : 
Et de vosfBions le melange coupable 
Mime afes viritis donne I'air de la fable. 

The myfteres terribles afford indeed no fubjecl: for poetry. But 
the Bible offers to the Mufe fomething befides penitence and 
merited torments. The Paradife Loft, and the works of the 
greateft Painters, evince this. Nor does this criticifm, falfe as 
it is, contain one argument which excludes the heroes of a 
Chriftian nation from being the fubjecl: of poetry. Modern 
fubjects are indeed condemned by Boileau, and ancient fable, 
with its Ulyffes, Agamemnon, 6cc. noms heureux femblent 
nis pour les vers—are recommended to the poet. But, happy for 
Camoens, his feelings directed him to another choice. For, in 
contradiction of a thoufand Boileaus, no compofitions are fo 
miferably unintercfting as our modern poems, where the heroes 
.of ancient fable  are the perfonages of  the  adion.     Unlefs, 

't therefore, 
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therefore, the fubject of Camoens ■f may thus feem condem ned 
by the celebrated French critic, every other rule he propofes is 
in favour of the machinery of the Lufiad. For whatever report 
Falfehood and Voltaire may have raifed againft it, in the ma- 
chinery there is no mixture of Pagan and Chriftian perfonages. 
The heroes, indeed, are Chriftians, and Santa Fey holy faith, 
is fometimes mentioned. But the allegorical and hiftorical 
parts of an Epic poem are eflentially different, though the hif- 
torical part be even often conducted under the veil of allegory; 
as, according to the precepts of Boileau, the deliverance of the 
Lufian fleet is afcribed to the celeftial Venus. Nor is poetical 
ufe the only defence of our injured author. In the age of Ca- 
moens, Bacchus was  efteemed a real * daemon : And celeftial 

f But to carry the rcftridlion fo far, was 
certainly not the meaning of Boileau : for 
he himfelf ufes the Pagan mythology in his 
poem on the paflage of the Rhine by the 
French army in 1672. 

* I: was the belief of the firft ages of 
Chriftianity, that the Pagan Gods were 
fallen angels. Milton, with admirable 
judgment, has adopted this fyftem. His 
Mammon, the architect of Pandxmonium, 
he alfo calls Vulcan : 

Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece, and in Aufonian land. 
Men call'd him Mulciber ;'and how he fell 
From heaven,  they fabled,  thrown by angry 

Jove  
On Lemnos, th' Egean ifle : Thus they relate 
Erring ; for he wiih this rebellious rout 
Fell long before. 

Moloch and Vulcan are therefore mentioned 
together with great propriety in the Para- 
dire Loft. The belief of the firft Chrif- 
tians, with refpeft to daemons, was una- 
bated in the age of Camoens; for the oracles 
of the Pagan deities were then believed to have 
been given by evil fpirits. Bacchus might 
therefore in a Chriftian poem of fuch ages 
reprefent the Evil daemon; and it was on 
this principle that TafTo/c// no impropriety 
in calling Pluto his king of hell, the grand 
foe of mankind, and making him talk of the 
birth of Chrifl. In like manner, when 
Camoens fays that the Chriftian altar raifed 
(book II.) to deceive the Lufians, was the 
illufion of Bacchus; he fays no more than 
what was agreeable to the popular belief, 
which efteemed the Pagan gods real dxmons, 

and no more than what poetry allows when 
a ftorm is afcribed. to Neptune : In a 
word, it is not the illufions which Taflb 
afcribes to his magic, or Camoens to Bac- 
chus ; it is the unallegorical oppofition or 
concert of Chriftian and Pagan ideas, 
which forms the abfurd, and disfigures 
a poem. But this abfurd oppofition or 
concert of perfonages has no place in the 
machinery of the Lufiad, though it is found 
in the greateft of modern poets. The power 
of magic oppofes the power of God and his 
arch-angel Michael in TafTo. But from 
Milton both the allowable and blameable 
mixture of Chriftian and Pagan ideas may 
be beft exemplified. With great judgment, 
as already obferved, he ranks the Pagan 
deities among the fallen angels. When he 
alludes to Pagan mythology, he fometimes 
fays, " as fables feign ;" and fometimes he 
mentions thefe deities in the allegory of 
poetical ftyle ; as thus, 

• When Bellona ftorms, 
With all her battering engines bent to rafc 
Some capital city  

And thus, when Adam, fmiles on Eve ; 

as Jupiter 
On Juno fmiles when he impregns the clouds 
That fhtd May flowers  

Here the perfonages are mentioned expreff- 
ly in their allegorical capacity, a ufe recom- 
mended by Boileau. In the following the 
blameable mixture occurs. He is deferr- 
ing Paradife — 

■ Univerfal 
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Venus was confidered as the name by which the Ethnics ex- 
prefled the divine Love. But if the cold hyper-critic will ftill 
blame our author for his allegory, let it alfo be remembered, 
that of all Chriftian poets, Camoens is in this the lead repre- 
henfible. The Hell, Purgatory, and Paradife of Dante, form 
one continued texture of Pagan and Scriptural names, defcrip- 
tions, and ideas. Ariofto is continually in the fame fault j and 
in this, and his addition of Gothic inchantment, he is followed 
by Taflb. The Paradife Loft alfo has this mixture, in a manner 
not to be found in the Lufiad. And if it is a fault to ufe the 
ancient poetical machinery in a poem where the heroes are 
Chriftians, Voltaire himfelf has infinitely more of the melange 
coupable than Camoens. The machinery of his Henriade is, as 
confefled by himfelf, upon the idea of the Pagan mythology. 
He cites Boileau, 

Ceji d'unfcrupule vain fallarmer fottement, 
Et vouloir aux letleurs plaire fans agremcnt 
Bien-tot Us defendront de peindre la prudence, 
De donner a 'The'mis ni bandeau, ni balance  
Et par-tout des difcours, comme line idolatrie, 
Dans leur faux zele iront chafer Vallegorie. 

But he fuppreffes the verfes which immediately follow, where 
the introduction of the true God is prohibited by the critic, 

Et fabnleux chretiens, n'allons point dans nosfonges, 
Du Dieu de -oiritifaire tin Dieu de menfonges. 

 Univerfal Pan ——— in naked beauty more adorn'd 
iinit with the Graces ard the Hours in dance More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 
Led on th' eternal fpiing.    Not that fair field Endow'd with all their gifts, and O too like 
Of Enna, where Proferpin, fathering flowers, In fad event, when to th' unwifer fun 
Herfelf a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis Of Japhet hrought by Hermes (lie enfnar'd 
Was gather'd : which coft Ceres all that pain Mankind with her fair looks, to be avenged 
To fcek her through the world  On him who had dole Jove's authentic fire. 
 mighr with this Paradife , 

Of Edcnftrive  Here we nave the heathen Gods, another 
origin of evil, and a whole firing of fables, 

The mention of Pan, the Graces and Hours, alluded to as real events, on a level with his 
is here in the pure allegorical ftyle of poetry. fubjeft.    Nor are thefe the only inftances ; 
But the ftory of Proferpin is not in allegory; the death of Hercules, and fcveral others in 
it is mentioned in the fame manner of au- Milton, demerit the cenfure of an unjudt- 
thenttcity as the many  Scripture hiftorics cious  mixture of facrcd and profane my- 
introduccd into the Paradife Loft.    When thology and hiftory. 
the angel brings Eve to Adam, fhe appears 

t 2 iet, 
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Yet, the God of truth according to the Chriftian idea, in direcT: 
violation of this precept, is a confiderable perfonage in the Pagan 
allegorical machinery of the Henriade. But the couplet laft 
cited, though as diredt againft the Henriade as if it had been 
written to condemn it, is not in the leaft degree applicable to 
the machinery of the Lufiad ; a machinery much lefs culpable, 
according to the fevereft criticifm, than that of Taflb, and 
infinitely fuperior in every refpedt to that of J Voltaire, though 
Camoens wrote at the revival of learning, ere criticifm had 
given her beft rules to the modern Mufe. 

The poem of Camoens, indeed, fo fully vindicates itfelf, 
that this defence of it perhaps may feem unneceflary. Yet one 
confideration will vindicate this defence. The poem is written 
in a language unknown in polite literature. Few are able to 
judge of the Original, and the unjuft clamour raifed againft it 
by Rapin * and Voltaire, has been received in Europe as its true 
character.    Lord Kaimes -j-, and other authors, very cordially 

J See the DifTertation on the Machinery 
of Taflb and Voltaire. 

• It is an unhappy thing to write in an 
unread tongue. Never was author fo 
mifreprefented by ignorance as the poet of 
Portugal. Rapin, that cold-blooded critic, 
tells us, that to write a good Epic, 11 faut 
cbfcri/rr de la proportion dans le dejfein, it is 
neccflary to obferve proportion in thedefign, 
juftnefs in the thought, and not to fall into 
rambling."—He then afTerts, that Camoens 
trefpafles againft all thefe rules — that he 
wants difcernment, and conduft—that he 
thought of nothing but to exprefs the pride 
of his nation, for his ftylc, he fays, eft fier 
& fa/luenx, fierce and ftilted. In ano- 
ther place he fays, " poetical diction ought 
to be clear, natural, and harmonious, and 
that obfcurity is its greateft blemifh,"—to 
which, having named Camoens, he adds,. 
" fes vers font ft obfcuri, qu'ih pourroicnt 
paffer pour des myjltres—his verfes are fo ob- 
fcure that they may pafs for myflerics."— 
Perhaps the old French verfion may deferve 
this character ; but certain it is from hence, 
that Rapin never read the original. Per- 
fpicuity, elegant fimplicity, and the moft 
natural unftrained harmony, is the juft cha- 
ra&eriftic of the ftyle of Camoens. The 
appeal is to the world. And the firft Lin- 
guift of the age, has given the ftyle of Ca- 

moens a very different character from this 
of Rapin : Camoenfium Lujitanum, cujus potfis 
adib <venufta eft, adco polita, ut nibil effe pojfit 
jucundius; interdum verb, adeo elata, grandi- 
loqua, acfonora, ut nihil fingi pojjit magnifi- 
centius.    JONES, Poefeos Afiat. Comment. 

Montefquieu's high idea of the Lufiad is 
cited p. 227. We (hall only add the fuf- 
frage of the great Cervantes, who, in his 
Don Quixote, C. iv. 1. 6. moft warmly ex- 
prefles his idea of the excellence of the 
genius of Camoens. 

f Lord Kaimes thus follows- Voltaire : 
" Portugal was rifing in powerand fplendor 
" (ifwas baftcning to the <very laft ft ages 
" of declenjion) when Camoens wrote the 
" Lufiad, and with refpeft to the mufic of 
" verfc it has merit. The author however. 
*' is far from fhining in point of tafte (moft 
" majlaly defcription and boundlefs -variety 
" bewe'ver are bis cbaraOcriftits. He bat 
*' given the tivo ftneft ftRiont in poetry. 
" And according to Voltaire the ftory of Inez 
" is equal to the beft written parts of Virgil.) 
" He makes a ftrange jumble of Heathen 
" and Chriftian Deities. " Gama" ob- 
" ferves Voltaire, " in a ftorm addrefTes 
" his prayers to Chrift, but it is Venus who 
" comes to his relief." Voltaire's obfer- 
*' vation is but too well founded {and is it 
" indeed in the name of bonefty !)    In the- 

" firft 
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condemn its mixture of Pagan and Chriftian mythology; even 
condemn it in terms, as*if the Lufiad, the poem which of all 
other modern ones is the moft unexceptionable in this, were 
in this mixture the raoft egregioufly unfufferable — Befides, 
whatever has the fandtion of the celebrated name of Voltaire 
will be remembered, and unlefs circumftantially refuted, may 

" firft book, Jove fummons a council of 
" the Gods, which is defcribed at great 
" length, for no earthly purpofe but to ihew 
" that he favoured the Portuguefe: Bac- 
" chus, on the other hand, declares againft 
" them on the following account, that he 
" himfelf had gained immortal glory as 
" conqueror of India; which would be 
" eclipfsd if the Indies mould be conquered 
" a fecond time by the Portuguefe. A 
" Moorilh commander having received 
" Gama with fmiles, but with hatred in 
" his heart, the poet brings down Bacchus 
" from heaven to confirm the Moor in his 
" wicked purpofes, which would have been 
" perpetrated, had not Venus interpofed in 
«' Gama's behalf. In the fecond canto 
«' Bacchus feigns himfelf to be a Chriftian, 
" in order to deceive the Portuguefe, but 
" Venus implores her father Jupiter to pro- 
" teft them." 

Such is the view of the Lufiad given by a 
profefled Critic. It is impoflible to make 
any remark on it without giving offence to 
Falfe Delicacy. But to that goddefs the 
Tranflator of the injured Camocns will offer 
no facrifice. What ignorance of the Epic 
poem, unpardonable in a profeffed dictator 
in criticifm, does the whole of it betray! 
Lucan has been feverely cenfured by the 
greatefl of ancient and modern critics, for 
the want of poetical cloathing or allegory. 
But we have already been explicit on that 
allegorical peifonification in which the true 
fpirit of poetry exifts. In this manner 
Virgil and Homer conduft their poems. 
(Seethe note, p. 267.) But our critic per- 
ceives nothing of this kind in Camoens. 
Though the whole condud of the Lufiad 
depends upon the council held by Jove, upon 
the allegorical parts taken by the perfonages, 

Her fpreading honours thus the one inCpir'd, 
And one the dread to lofe his worlhip fir"d— 

and though this allegory is finely fuilained 

throughout the whole poem, where Celeflial 
Love is ever mindful (Set B. 9.) that Jove or, 
fate had decreed her altars mould be reared" 
in confequence of the fuccefs of her heroes; 
though all this is truly Homeric, is what the 
world ever efleemed the true Epic conducl, 
our critic can fee no earthly purpofe in the 
council of Jove, but to (hew that he favour- 
ed the Lufians; no reafon for the oppofition 
of Bacchus,, but that he had been conqueror 
of India, and was averfe it mould be con- 
quered a fecond time.    In the fame igno- 
rance of the Epic conduft is the vacant ac- 
count of Bacchus and the Moor.   But let 
our critic be told, that through the fides of 
Camoens, if his blow will  avail,   he has 
murdered hoth Homer and Virgil.   What 
condemns Bacchus and the Moor, condemns 
the part of Juno in  the Eneid, and every 
interpofition of Juno and Neptune in Ho- 
mer.    To make the Lufians  believe  that 
Mombafla was inhabited by Chriltians, the 
Moors took the Ambafladors of Gama to a 
houfe, where, they fliewed them a Chriftiaa 
altar.    This is hiftory.    Camoens, in the 
true fpirit of the Epic poetry, afcribes this 
appearance to the illufion of Bacchus.. Hec- 
tor  and Turnus  arc  both  thus deceived. 
And Bacchus, as already proved, was ef- 
teemed a fallen angel when our poet wrotei 
Nor are the ancients alone thus reprobated 
in the fentence palled upon Camoens.    If 
his  machinery mult  be condemned,   with 
what accumulated weight mull his- fentence 
fall upon the greatefl of our modern poets]' 
But the myltery is eafily explained: There 
are a race of Critics, who cannot perceive 
the noble profopopceia of Milton's angels, 
who would reduce a Virgil to a Lucan, a 
Camoens to a mere hiltorian ; who would 
ftrip poetry of all her ornaments, becaufe 
they cannot fee them, of all her paffions, 
becaufe they cannot feel them ; in a word, 
who would leave her nothing but the neat- 
nefs, the cadence, and tinkle of verfe. 

one 
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one time perhaps * be appealed to, as decifive, in the contro- 
verfies of literary -f- merit. 

Other views of the conduct of the Lufiad now offer them- 
felves. Befides the above remarks, many obfervations on the 
machinery and poetical conduit, are in their proper places 
fcattered throughout the notes.    The exuberant exclamations 

• Voltaire's dcfcription of the apparition 
near the Cape of Good Hope, is jull as 
wide of the original as bombaft is from 
the true fublime; yet it has been cited by 
feveral writers. In Camoens a dark cloud 
hovers over the fleet, a tremendous noife is 
heard, Gama exclaims in amazement, and 
the apparition appears in the air, 

• rifingthro' the darkened air, 
Appall'd we faw an hideous Phantom glare.— 

Every part of the defcription in Camoens is 
fublime and nobly adapted for the pencil. 
In Voltaire's laft edition, the paflage is thus 
tendered -- " Ceft une fantome, que I'elcise 
^—it is a phantome which rifes from the 
bottom of the fea ; his head touches the 
clouds ; the tempefts, the winds, the thun- 
ders are around him, his arms arc flretched 
afar over the furface of the waters"—Yet 
not one pidturefque idea of this is in the 
Original. If the phantom's arms arc ftretch- 
cd upon the furface of the waters, his 
moulders, and his head which touches the 
clouds, muft only be above the tide. Yet, 
though this imagerie, with tempefts, winds 
and thunders banging around him, would be 
truly abfurd upon canvas, a celebrated Ita- 
lian writer has not only cited Voltaire's de- 
fciption, as that of the Original, but has 
mended that of the Frenchman by a ftrokc 
of his own. The feet of the Phantom, fays 
Signer Jlgarctti, are in the unfathomable 
abyfs of the fea." (See bis trcalife en New- 
tin's Tbecry of Light and Colours) And 
certainly, if his moulders and head reached 
from the furface of the waters to the clouds, 
the length which the Signer has given to his 
parts under the water was no bad calculation. 
Nor is Algarotti the only abfurd retailer of 

t As for example, Camoens, he fays, was bom in 1523, whilft John III. reigned, whofe fucceflbr, Don 
Emmanuel, Tent Vafco <le Gama on the difcovery of India." But this is jufl the fame as if a Portucuefe 
fhould give his countrymen an account ol England, and tell them that George 1. was fuceeeded by Qiieen 
Anne; and that Shakefpcare was born in the reign of King James. • 

J He thus -xittilj ridicules it: A tale is tjM as h-ji twelve Portuguefe went to England, &c. 

Of 

Voltaire's mifreprefentations. An Englifh 
Traveller, who lately publifhed an account 
of Spain and Portugal, has quite compleated 
the figure. " .*>« bras J'e/endmt aa loin fur 
la furface des eaux, fays Voltaire ; and our 
Traveller thus tranfiatcs it, His arms extend 
over the ivbc/e furface of the waters." And 
thus the burlefquc painter is furniflied with 
the fineft defign imaginable for the mock 
fublime. A figure up to the arm-pits in 
the water, its arms extending over the ivbole 
furface of the fea, its head in the clouds, 
and its feet in the unfathomable abyfs of the 
ocean! Very fine indeed, it is impoffible 
to mend it farther. Nor is our Traveller's 
fpecimen of the Portuguefe literature lefs 
happy. He very candidly, and ivith much 
knowledge of his fubjeSl, retails feveral of 
the grofs mifreprefentations and falfities of 
Voltaire ; and alfo adds a little blunder or 
two of his own J. And though this Tra- 
veller could not perceive || any beauty in the 
epifode of the fixth Lufiad, that epifode will 
not yield jn poetical merit to all the tales 
of Neftor in Homer. 

f As we have paid attention to the ftric- 
tures of Voltaire, fome is alfo due to the 
praifes which he bellows on the Lufiad. 
Though he falfely afferts that it wants con- 
nexion, he immediately adds, " Tout cela 
frewve enfn, que fowurage rft plein des graii- 
des beautes—This only proves, in fine, that 
the work is full of grand beauties, fincc 
thefc two hundred years it has been the de- 
light of an ingenious nation."—The fi&iort 
of the apparition, he owns, will plcafe in 
every age ; and of the epifode of Inez, he 
fays, 11y a feu d'endtcits dans Virgile plus 
attendrijfants fcf micux ecrits—There are 
few parts of Virgil more tender or better 
written." 
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of Camoens are there defended. Here let it only be added, 
that the unity of action is not interrupted by thefe Parenthefes, 
and that if Milton's beautiful complaint of his blindnefs be 
not an imitation of them, it is in the fame manner and fpirit. 
Nor will we fcruple to pronounce that fuch addrefles to the 
Mufe would have been admired in Homer, are an interefting 
improvement on the Epopoeia, and will certainly be imitated 
if ever the world mail behold another real Epic poem. 

The Lufiad, fays Voltaire, contains a fort of Epic poetry un- 
heard of before. No heroes are wounded a thoiifand different 
ways; no woman enticed away and the world overturned for 
her caufe.—But the very want of thefe, in place of fupporting 
the objection intended by Voltaire, points out the happy judg- 
ment and peculiar excellence of Camoens. If Homer has given 
us all the fire and hurry of battles, he has alfo given us all the 
uninterefting tirefome detail. What reader but muft be tired 
with the deaths of a thoufand heroes, who are never mentioned 
before nor afterwards in the poem. Yet in every battle we 
are wearied out with fuch Gazette returns of the flain and 
wounded  

*Ev()a rfva, 'STPUTOV, TIVX ^vajxlov i'£svoipi%sv 
"Exjup HpiaiAidris,  OTS ol Zevc xvSog sftwxsv ; 
'Aaaouov fxh XPWTIX,  % AVTOVOOV-,  K, 'OTT/TJJV, 

Koci AoAoTra KAul/cfyy, % 'Of sA7/oy, -/jcT 'Ayshaoy, 
Alavy.vov r CIPOV TS> % 'Innovoov \AW)(JLP}J:(\V 

TVQ QLP' oy riyzit.ova.Q Aavawy stev OLVTKP itreijci 
TYhyfivv wV ozroTSy 8cc» 

II. Lib. XI. lin. 299. 
Thus imitated by Virgil, 

Cxdicus Alcathoum obtruncat, Sacrator Hydafpemr 
Partheniumque Rapo, & prasdurum viribus Orfen : 
Meflapus Cloniumque, Lycaoniumque Ericetem : 
Ilium, infrsenis equi lapfu tellure jacentem ; 
Hunc, peditem pedes.    Et Lycius procefferat Agis, 
Quern tamen haud expers Valerus virtutis avita? 
Dejecit: Atronium Salius; Saliumque Nealces  

JEn. 1. x. 747- 
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With fuch catalogues is every battle extended ; and what can 
be more tirefome than fuch uninterefting defcriptions and their 
imitations! If the idea of the battle be raifed by fuch ennu- 
meration, ftill the copy and original are fo near each other, that 
they can never pleafe in two feparate poems. Nor are the 
greater parts of the battles of the Eneid much more diftant 
from thofe of the Iliad. Though Virgil with great art has in- 
troduced a Camilla, a Pallas, and a Laufus, ftill in maay par- 
ticulars, and in the action upon the whole, there is fuch a 
famenefs with the Iliad, that the learned reader of the Eneid is 
deprived of the pleafure infpired by originality. If the man of 
tafte, however, will be pleafed to mark how the genius of a 
Virgil has managed a war after a Homer, he will certainly be 
tired with a dozen of Epic poems in the fame ftyle. Where the 
feige of a town and battles are the fubjecl: of an Epic, there 
will of neceffity, in the chara&ers and circumftances, be a re- 
femblance to Homer; and fuch poem muft therefore want ori- 
ginality. Happy for TafTo, the variation of manners, and his 
mafteily fuperiority over Homer in defcribing his duels, has 
given his Jerufalem an air of novelty. Yet with all the dif- 
ference between Chriftian and Pagan heroes, we have a Priam, 
an Agamamnon, an Achilles, &c. armies flaughtered, and a 
city befieged. In a word, we have a handfome copy of the 
Iliad in the Jerufalem Delivered. If fome imitations, however, 
have been fuccefsful, how many other Epics of ancient and 
modern' times have hurried down the ftream of oblivion ! Some 
of their authors had poetical merit, but the fault was in the 
choice of their fubjedts. So fully is the ftrife of war exhaufted 
by Homer, that Virgil and Taflb could add to it but little 
novelty; no wonder, therefore, 'that fo many Epics on battles 
and feiges have been fuffered to fink into utter neglect. Ca- 
moens, perhaps, did not weigh thefe circumftances, but the 
ftrength of his poetical genius direfted him. He could not but 
feel what it was to read Virgil after Homer; and the original 
turn and force of his mind led him from the beaten tracl: of 
Helen's and Lavinia's, Achilles's and Heftor's, feiges and (laugh- 
ters, where the hero hews down and drives to flight whole 
armies with his own fword. Camoens was the firft who wooed 
the Modern Epic Mufe, and Ihe gave him the wreath of a 
firft Lover:  A Jbrt of Epic Poetry unheard of before;   or,   as 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire calls it in his laft edition, une vowvelle efpice dEpopee. 
And the grandeft fubjedt it is (of profane hiftory) which the world 
has ever beheld *.    A voyage efteemed too great for man to dare; 
the adventures of this voyage through unknown oceans deemed 
unnavigable; the Eaftern World happily difcovered, and-for ever 
indiflblubly joined and given to the Weftern ; the grand Por- 
tuguefe empire in the Earl founded; the humanization of man- 
kind and univerfal commerce the confequence!    What are the 
adventures of an old fabulous hero's arrival in Britain, what are 
Greece and Latium in arms for a woman, compared to this !' 
Troy is in aflies,  and even the Roman empire is  no more. 
•But the efredts of the voyage, adventures, and bravery of the 
Hero of the Lufiad, will be felt and beheld, and perhaps in- 
creafe in importance, while the world (hall remain. 

Happy in his choice, happy alfo was the genius of Camocns 
in the method of purfuing his fubjed:. He has not, like Taflb, 
given it a total appearance of fidtion; nor has he, like Lucan, 
excluded allegory and poetical machinery. Whether he in- 
tended it or not, for his genius was fufficient to iuggeft its pro- 
priety, the judicious precept of Petronius is the model of the 
Lufiad.    That elegant writer propofes a poem on the civil war; 
Ecce Belli Civilis, fays he, ingens opus Non enim res gejlce 
verjibus comprehendendce funt (quod longe melius hijlorici faciunt) 

fed per ambages Deorumque ?tiinijleria, & fabulofum fententiarum 
tormentwn prcecipitandus eft liber fpiritus: ut potiiis furentis animi 
•vaticinatio appareat, quam religiofee orationis Jub tejlibus Jides  
No poem, ancient or modern, merits this charafter in any de- 
gree comparative to the Lufiad. A truth of hiftory is preferved, 
yet, what is improper for the hiftorian, the miniftry of heaven 
is employed, and the free fpirit of poetry throws itfelf into 
fiftions, which makes the whole appear as an efFufion of prophetic 

* The Drama and the Epopceia are in haufted.   There cannot poflibly be fo im- 
nothing fo different as in this : The fubje&s portant a voyage as that which gave the 
of the Drama are inexhauftiblc,  thofe of Eaftern world to  the Weftern.    And  did 
the Epopceia are perhaps exhaufted.    He even the ftory of Columbus afford materials 
who chufes war and the warlike characters, equal to that of Gama, the adventures of 
cannot appear as an original.   It was well the hero, and the view of the extent of his 
for the memory of Pope, that he did not difcoveries, mod now appear as fervile copies 
write the Epic poem he intended.    It would of the Lufiad.    The view of Spanilh Ame- 
have been only a copy of Virgil.    Camocns rica, given in the jiuracana, is not only a 
and Milton have been happy in the novelty mere copy, but is introduced even by the 
of their fubjefts; and thefe they have ex- very machinery of Camoens. 

>   ■ u fury, 
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fury, and not like a rigid detail of facts given under the fanction 
of witnefles.    Contrary to Lucan,  who,   in the  above rules 
drawn from the nature of poetry, is feverely cendemned by Pe- 
tronius,   Camoens conducts his poem per ambages Deorumque 
mlnijleria.    The apparition, which in the night hovers athwart 
the fleet near the Cape of Good Hope, is the grandeft fiction 
in human compofition ; the invention his own !    In the Ifland 
of Venus, the ufe of which fiction in an Epic poem is alfo his 
own, he has given the compleateft aflemblage of all the flowers 
which have ever adorned the bovvers of love.    And never was 
the furentis animi vaticinatio, more confpicuoufly difplayed than 
in the prophetic fong, the view of the fpheres, and of the 
globe of the earth.    Taflb's imitation of the Ifland of Venus is 
not equal to the original; and though " Virgil's myrtles * drop- 
ping blood are nothing to Taflb's inchanted foreft," what are all 
Ifmeno's inchantments to the grandeur and horror of the ap- 
pearance,   prophecy,   and evanifliment of the   fpectre of Ca- 
moens!;};—It has been long agreed among the critics, that the 
folemnity of religious obfervances gives great dignity to the his- 
torical narrative of the Epopceia.    Camoens,  in the embarka- 
tion of the fleet, and in feveral other places, is peculiarly happy 
in the dignity of religious allufions.   Manners and character are 
alfo required in the Epic poem.    But all the Epics which have- 
appeared, are, except two, mere copies of the Iliad in thefe. 
Every one has its Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax,   and Ulyfles, 
its calm,  furious,   grofs and  intelligent hero.     Camoens and' 
Milton happily left this beaten tract, this exhaufted field,  and 
have given us pictures of manners unknown in the Iliad, the 
Eneid,   and all thofe poems which may be clafled  with the 
Thebaid.    The Lufiad abounds with pictures of manners, from 
thofe of the highefr. chivalry, to thofe of the rudeft, fierceft, and 
moft innocent barbarifm.    In the fifth, fixth, and ninth books, 
Leonardo and Velofo are painted in ftronger colours than any 
of the inferior characters in Virgil.    But ftriking character, in- 
deed, is not the excellence of the Eneid.    That of Monzaida, 

* See Letters on Chivalry and Romance. gal venting their murmurs upon the beach 
J The Lufiad is alfo rendered poetical by when Gama fets fail, difplay the richnefs 

other fictions.   The elegant fatyr on king of our Author's poetical genius',   and are 
Sebaftian, under the name of A&eon; and not inferior to any thing of the kind in. 
the profopopceia of the populace of Portu- the Claffics. 

the 
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the friend of Gama, is much fuperior to that of Achates. • 
The bafe, felfiifh, perfidious and cruel characters of the Za- 
morim and the Moors, are painted in the ftrongeft colours j 
and the character of Gama himfelf, is that of the finifhed 
hero. His cool command of his paflions, his deep fagacity, 
his fixed intrepidity, his tendernefs of heart, his manly piety, 
and his high enthufiafm in the love of his country, are all 
difplayed in the fuperlative degree Let him who ob- 
jects the want of character to the Lufiad, beware left: he' 
ilumble upon its praife ; left: he only fay, it wants an Achilles, 
a Hector, and a Priam. And to the novelty of the manners 
of the Lufiad let the novelty of fire-arms alfo be added. It 
has been faid, 'that the buckler, the bow, and the fpear, muft 
continue the arms of poetry. Yet, however unfuccefsful others 
may have been, Camoens has proved that fire-arms may be 
introduced with the greateft: dignity and fineft effect in the 
Epic Poem. 

As the grand interefl: of commerce and of mankind forms'the 
fubject of the Lufiad, fo with great propriety, as. necefiary ac- 
companyments to the voyage of his Hero, the Author has given 
poetical pictures of the four parts of the world. In the third 
book, a view of Europe; in the fifth, a view of Africa j and in 
the tenth, a picture of Afia and America. Homer and Virgil 
have been highly praifed for their judgment in the choice of 
fubjects which interefted their countrymen, and Statius has 
been as feverely condemned for his uninterefting choice. But 
though the fubject of Camoens be particularly interefting-to his 
countrymen, it has alfo the peculiar happinefs to be the Poem 
of every trading nation. It is the Epic Poem of the Birth of 
Commerce. And in a particular manner the Epic Poem of 
whatever country has the controul and pofTeffion of the com- 
merce of India. 

An unexhaufted fertility and variety of poetical defcription,- 
an unexhaufted elevation of fentiment, and a conftant tenor of 
the grand fimplicity of diction, complete the character of the 
Lufiad of Camoens : A poem which, though it has hitherto re- 
ceived from the public mod unmerited neglect, and from the 
critics moM flagrant injuftice, was yet better underftood by the 
greateft poet of Italy. Taflb never did his. judgment more, 
credit, than when he confefled that he dreaded Camoens as a 

u 2 rival, 
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rival; or his generofity more honour, than when he addrefled 
this elegant Sonnet to the Hero of the Lufiad : 

5(1 'TOT . . • 
SONNETT.O. 

Vafco, le cui felici, ardite antenne 
In contro al fol, che ne.riporta il giorno, : 
Spiegar le vele, e fer cola ritorno, 

' Dove egli par che di cadere accenne : 

Non phi di te per afpro mar foftenne 
Quel, che fece al Ciclope oltraggio, e fcorno: 
Ne chi turb6 l'Arpie nel fuo foggiorno, 
Ne die* piu bel foggetto a colte penne. 

Et hor quella del colto, e buon' Luigi, 
Tant' oltre ftende il gloriofo VQIO 
Che i tuoi fpalmati legni andar men lunge. 
Ond' a quelli, a cui s'alza il noftro polo, 
Et a chi ferma in contra i fuoi veftigi, '• 
Per lui del corfo tuo la fama aggiunge. 

SONNET. 

Vafco, wh'ofe bold and happy bowfprit bore 
Againft the rifing morn ; and, homeward fraught, 
Whofe fails came weftward with the day, and brought 
The wealth of India to thy native fhore : 

Ne'er did the Greek fuch length of feas explore: 
The Greek, who forrow to the Cyclop wrought, 
And he, who, Vidtor, with the Harpies fought, 
Never fuch pomp of naval honours wore. 

Great as thou art, and peerlefs in renown, 
Yet thou to Camoens ow'fr. thy nobleft fame; 
Farther than thou didft fail, his deathlefs fong 
Shall bear the dazzling.fplendor of thy name; 
And under many a fky thy adtions crown, 
While Time and Fame together glide along. 

T 
*•  •. •■   * ... It 
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It only remains to give fome account of the Verfion of the 
Lufiad, which is now offered to the Public. Befides the Tran- 
flations mentioned in the life of Camoens, M. Duperron De 
Caflera, in 1735, gave in French profe a loofe unpoetical 
paraphrafe * of the Lufiad. Nor does Sir Richard Fanfhaw's 
Englifh verfion, publifhed during the ufurpation of Cromwell, 
merit a better character. Though ftanza be rendered for ftanza, 
though at firft view it has the appearance of being exceedingly 
literal, this verfion is nevertheless exceedingly unfaithful. Un- 
countenanced by his original, Fanfhaw 

teems with many a dead-born jeft -f-. 

Nor had he the leaft idea of the dignity of the Epic $ ftyle, 
or of the true fpirit of poetical tranflation. For'this, indeed, 
no definite rule can be given. The Tranflator's feelings alone 
mud direct him, for the fpirit of poetry is fure to evaporate 
in literal tranflation. 

Literal tranflation of poetry is in reality a folecifm. You 
may conftrue your author, indeed, but if with fome'Trailflators 
you boaft that you have left your author to fpeak for himfelf, 

* Caflera was every way unequal to his 
talk. He did not perceive his author's 
beauties. He either fuppreffes or lowers the 
moil poetical paffages, and fubftitutes French 
tinfel and impertinence in their place. In 
the neceffary illuilrations in the notes, the 
citations from Caflera will vindicate this 
chara&er. 
t Pope, OdyfT, xx. 
% Richard Fanfhaw, Efq; afterwards Sir 

Richard, was Englifh AmbafTador both at 
Madrid and Lifbon. He had a tafte for 
literature, and tranflated from the Italian 
feveral pieces, which were of fervice in the 
refinement of our poetry. Though his Lu- 
fiad, by the dedication of it to William 
Earl of Stratford, dated May 1, 1655, fecms 
as publifhedby himfelf, we arc told by the 
Editor of his Letters, that " during the 
" unfettled times of our Anarchy, fome of 
" his MSS. falling by misfortune into un- 
" fkillful hands, were printed and publifhed 
" without his confent or knowledge, and 
" before he could give them his lait finifh- 
<< ing ftrokes: Such was his tranflation of 
.«« the Lufiadi." 

The great refpeft due to the memory of 
a gentleman, who, in the unpropitious age 
of a Cromwell, endeavoured to cultivate 
the Englifh Mufes, and the acknowledge- 
ment of his friend, that his Lufiad received 
not his finifhing ftrokes, may feem to de- 
mand that a veil fhould be thrown over its 
faults. And not a blemifh fhould have been, 
pointed out by the prefentTranflator, if the 
reputation of Camoens were unconcerned, 
and if it were not a duty he owed his reader 
to give a fpecimen of the former tranflation. 
We have proved that Voltaire read and drew 
his opinion of the Lufiad from Fanfhaw. 
And Rapin moil probably drew his from 
the fame fourcc. rerfpicuity is the charac- 
teriftic of Camoens; jet Rapin fays, his 
verfes are fo obfeure they appear like myf- 
tcries. Fanfhaw is indeed fo obfeure, that 
in dipping into him, into parts which he 
had even then tianfiated, the prefent Tran- 
flator has often been obliged to "have re- 
courfe -to the Portuguefe, to-difcover hi« 
meaning. Sancho Panza was not fonder 
of proverbs.    He has thrufl many into his 

verfion, 
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that you have neither added nor diminished, you have in reality 
grofsly abufed him, and deceived yourfelf. Your literal tranfla- 
tion can have no claim to the original felicities of expreflion j 
the energy, elegance, and fire of the original poetry. It may 
bear indeed a refemblance, but fuch a one as a corps in the 
fepulchre bears to the former man when he moved in the bloom 
and vigour of life. 

Nee verbum verbo curabis reddere,jidus 
Interpret' ■ ■ 

was the tafte of the Auguftan age. None but a Poet can tran- 
flate a Poet. The freedom which this precept gives, will, 
therefore, in a poet's hands, not only infufe the energy, ele- 
gance, and fire of his author's poetry into his own verfion, but 
will give it alfo the fpirit of an original. 

He who can conftrue may perform all that is claimed by the 
literal Tranflator. He who attempts the manner of tranflation 
prefcribed by Horace^ ventures upon a tafk of genius. Yet 
however daring the undertaking, and however he may have 
failed in it, the Tranflator acknowledges, that in this fpirit he 
endeavoured to give the Lufiad in Englifh. Even farther liber- 
ties in one or two inftances feemed to him advantageous  

verfion.    He can never have enough of eon- And the appearance of Indians in canoes 
ceits, low allufions, and expreflions.   When approaching the fleet, is the very next de- 
gathering of flowers,  "  as boninat apan- fenption which occurs ; 
bandn" is fimply mentioned (C. 9. ft. 24.) 
he gives it, rat her'a" flowers by pecks.   And For ftrf'Eht ou.1 of ^^ ™f whicn fom'd mod neer 
theIndianRegentisavaricioU,(C.8.ft.95.) l^ZlTc^X^ 

Meaning a better penny thence to get. Which (clapping all wings on) the long Sea fimder! 
T>  »             1      r .L /■   1.           1      J                    1 Themen ar« rapt with joy, and, with the meer 
But enough of thefe have already appeared Excefsof it, can only look, and wonder. 
W the notes.   ' It   IS neeeflary now to give a What nation's this, (within themfelves they fay) 
few of his ftanzas entire, that the reader What rites, what laws, what king do they obey ? 
may form an idea of the manner and fpirit 

of the old tranflation.    Nor /hall we Weft I„tT tTo4 frt/Jbe^inch ^d'l""V"' 
the fpecimens.   The noble attitude of Man 2/tL rVrf/S* ""?, •!" The^y!™, of mat 
in the hrft book, is the firlt linking defenp- Made of palm-leaves, wove curioufly and (hong, 
"tion in the poem, and is thus rendered ; The mens complexion, the felf*famc with that 

Hr.* gave the earth's burnt parts (from heaven flung) 
Lifting a little up his Helmet-fight Who was more brave than wife; That this is true 
('Twas adamant; with confidence enough, The l'o doth know and Lampctufa roe. 
To give his vote himfclf he placed right 
Before the throne of Jove, arm'd, valiant, loughs " maybe neeeflary to add, the verfion 
And (giving with the butt-end of his p)ke of Fanfhaw, though the Lufiad very parti- 
A great thump on the floor of purelt llutfe) cularly requires them,   was given to the 
The heavens did tremble, and Apollo's light Public without one note. 
It went, and came, like colour in a fright. 

* Not in the Original. But 
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But a rhinutenefs * in the mention of thefe will not appear with 
a good grace in the firft (perhaps laft) Edition of his work: 
And the original is in the hands of the world. 

Though unwilling to enter into the controverfy on the 
fuperiority of blank verfe or rhyme, as the Tranflator has 
chofen the latter, he prefumes it may not be improper to 
offer to the Reader the rcafons which directed his choice. 
But he gives them not as decifive.    He only confefTes, that 
fuch is his  tafle In Shakefpeare,   and in the belt parts 
of Otway and Southern, the Englifli blank verfe appears in 
great perfection and propriety. But this is of the Iambic or 
Dramatic kind, a kind very different from the Heroic. 
This, if not attainable, has never yet in perfection been at- 
tained in the Englifh language; for certain it is, that in Milton, 
and every other writer of heroic blank verfe, almoft every four 
or five lines are interrupted with other two or three, which are 
abfolute profe. Every objection againft rhyme recurs with ac- 
cumulated charge againft blank heroics. The monotony of the 
Night Thoughts, The Seafons, and of Leonidas, is infinitely 

• Some liberties of a lefs poetical kind, 
however, require to be mentioned. In 
Homer and Virgil's lifts of flain warriors, 
Drydcn and Pope have omitted fevcral 
names which would have rendered Englifli 
verfification dull and tirefomc. Several al- 
lufions to ancient hiftory and fable have for 
this rcafon been abridged, e. g. In the prayer 
of Gama {Book 6.) the mention of Paul, 
" thou who delivered!! Paul and defendedft 
him from quickfands and wild waves— 

Dasfyrta arcnofas 13 ondasfeas " 

is omitted. However excellent in the ori- 
ginal, the prayer in Englifli, fuch is the 
difference of languages, would lofe both its 
dignity and ardour, if burthened with a 
farther enumeration. Nor let the critic, if 
he find the meaning of Camoens in fome 
inftances altered, ' imagine that he has 
found a blunder in the Tranflator. He 
who chufes to fee a flight alteration of this 
kind, will find an inftance, which will give 
him an idea of others, in Can. 8. ft. 48. 
and another in Can. 7. ft. 41. It was not 
to gratify the dull few, whofe grcatcft plea- 

fure in reading a tranflation is to fee what 
the author exaftly fays; it was to give a 
poem that might live in the Englifli lan- 
guage which was the ambition of the Tran- 
flator. And for the fame reafon, he has 
not confined himfelf to the Portuguefe or 
Spanifti pronunciation of proper names. It 
is ingenioufly obferved in the Rambler, that 
Milton, by the introduction of proper, 
names, often gives great dignity to his 
verfe. Regardlefs therefore of Spanifh pro- 
nunciation, the Tranflator has accented. 
Granada, Evora, &c. in the manner which 
feemed to him to give mod: dignity to Eng- 
lifli verfification. In the wordSofala he has 
even rejected the authority of Milton, and 
followed the more fonorous ufage of Fan- 
Ihaw. Thus Sir Richard: " Againft So- 
/aid's Satter'd fort." And thus Milton : 
'<■ And Sofala thought Ophir—" Which 
is the molt fonorous there can be no difpute. 
If the Tranflator, however, is found to have 
trefpaffed againft good tafte in thefe liber- 
ties in the pronunciation of proper names, 
he will be yery willing to acknowledge and 
correft his error. 

more 
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more tirefome than the famenefs of Dryden and Pope. Unna- 
tural distortion of language feems peculiar to blank verfe. It is 
therefore a fure method to fpoil the ftyle and expreffion of 
youth, who, by the way, are generally its warmeft advocates. 
That rhyme makes the poet walk in (hackles is denied. He 
that feels it fo, is forbidden by nature to write in verfe; and 
let him obey the admonition, and prefume not to dictate to 
others from his own feelings Every advantage of imitative 
harmony, of running the lines into each other, is enjoyed by 
rhyme in as high a degree as blank verfe. Other arguments in 
favour of rhyme, are founded on the nature of our language : 
The repetition of found, unlefs murdered indeed in the reading, 
produces a fhort reft; and this reft fixes the numeroufnefs of 
the ten fyllables, which in blank heroics, when the lines 
run into each other, is often totally loft. For the ear feldom 
perceives, in this cafe, where the harmony of the line ends, 
and thence it necefTarily becomes profaic, and is therefore 
contrary to the genius of our language. And the numerouf- 
nefs thus produced by repetition of found leads even to a greater 
advantage. Rhyme admits and delights in the moft elegant 
eafe both of the natural fimplicity and force of expreffion. But 
blank heroics, alas! — Yet, peace to its admirers. Thefe ob- 
servations are not obtruded as criticifms, they are only offered 
as the reafons which induced the Tranflator to give the Englifli 
Lufiad that drefs, in which he has prefented it to the Public. 

To his Subfcribers the Tranflator begs leave to offer his m'oft, 
grateful acknowledgements of the honour they have done him.' 
If the time of his publication exceed, the period he at firft pro— 
pofed, the idea he then conceived, and his propofals, are alfo 
much exceeded by the Introduction and Notes which he found 
neceflary to give.    As he advanced in  his undertaking, new 
views opened upon him, and to render his work as ufeful and as 
complete as he poffibly could, was his firft care.    Nor is his 
thanks alone due to his Subfcribers in general.    Many of the 
moft refpedtable names have honoured his Lufiad with their 
countenance, and have promoted its fuccefs.    His lift of fub- 
fcribers  will fhew the refpedt that was paid  to the opinion 
of fome Gentlemen of the  Univerfity of Oxford,  who have 
interefted themfelves in its favour.    And that his Work may- 
vindicate their good opinion,   is not only his firft ambition, 

but, 
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but, if jfo happy, the beft return he could pbffibly make them. 
—The manner in which his Grace the Duke of Buccleugh 
took the Englifli Lufiad under his patronage, infinitely inhanced 
the honour of his acceptance—To Governor Johnftone, whofe 
anceftors have been the hereditary patrons of the anceftors of 
the Tranflator, he is under every obligation which the warmeft 
zeal to promote the fuccefs of his undertaking can poftlbly con- 
fer. To this Gentleman, in a great meafure, the appearance of 
the Lufiad in Englifli is due. — To the Gentlemen of the 
Eaft India Company, who arc his Subfcribers, the Tranflator 
offers his fingular thanks ; and with pleafure he aflures them, 
that their deiire to fee an Epic Poem, particularly their own, 
in Englifli, greatly encouraged him in the profecution of his 
laborious work—To Thomas Pearfon, Efq; of the Eaft India 
Company's Service, he owes the afliftance of fome Portuguese 
Hiftorians and other books, which have enabled him to eluci- 
date his author. To this Gentleman he alfo owes the acknow- 
ledgement for a numerous lift of Subfcribers. But thefe, in 
themfelves, he efteems the leaft of Major Pearfon's favours. 
The manner of conferring them, and the continuance of his 
friendly wifties, cannot be repaid by the warmeft acknowledge- 
ments—To James Bofwell, Efq; he confefTes many obligations. 
To the friendship of Mr. Hoole, the elegant Tranflator of 
Taflb, he is peculiarly indebted.—And while thus he recollects 
with pleafure the names of many gentlemen from whom he 
has received afliftance or encouragement; he is happy to be 
enabled to add Dr. Johnfon to the number of thofe, whofe 
kindnefs for the man, and good wiflies for the Tranflation, call 
for his fincereft gratitude. Nor muft a tribute to the memory 
of Dr. Goldfmith be neglected. He faw a part of this verfion ; 
but he cannot now receive the thanks of the Tranflator. Neither 
muft another circumftance, which he efteems fo flattering an 
honour, be pafled over in filence: Various fpecimens of this 
tranflation have been feen by Portuguefe Literati, and the 
Tranflator has been favoured with their earneft defire to com- 
plete his undertaking. The ingenious Mr. Magellan",' of the 
family of the celebrated Navigator, has been even an enth'ufiaft 
in promoting its intereft. By his means, fome of the moft re- 
fpeftable literary names of Portugal and of Paris have honoured 
his lift.    From Mr. Magellan and fome other Portuguefe gen- 

x tlemea. 
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tlemen he has received confiderable information on various parts 
pf his fubjecT:. For thefe favours, and particularly for the 
honour they did him, in wifhing him to be the Tranflator of 
the Poet of their nation, he returns them his moil rcfpe&ful 
thatiks. Yet, though flattered with the approbation of fome 
of thofe literary names, for whom the Public bear the greateft 
refpedt, Though he has introduced to the Englifh Reader a 
Poem,   truly Virgilian,   the Tranflator  confefles  he  has  his 
fears for its fate.   His execution but no apology will fupply 
the defecls of elegance and poetical fpirit; no apology fhall 
therefore be offered. Yet whatever anxiety the confeience 
of his inability may give him, he alfo feels other confidera- 
tions, which feem to authenticate his fears. We are not, 
indeed, in the condition of ancient Rome, when, in the de- 
clenfion of her literature, the Latin tongue was defpifed, and 
the Greek only admired. Yet, though a mafterly treatife in 
fomc branches of literature would immediately receive the ap- 
probation due to merit, ere the juft reputation of his poetry be 
fixed, an Author perhaps may be where the applaufe of the 
world cannot come. Long after Shakefpeare wrote, and thirty 
years after the Paradife Loft was published, Shaftfbury pro- 
nounced that the Englifh Mufes were lifping in their cradles. 
And Temple, a much greater authority in poetical tafte, efteems 
Sidney the greateft of all modern poets. Nor was his neglecl 
pf Milton Angular. Even though that immortal Author's re- 
putation be now fixed, I have known a learned gentleman who 
could not endure a line of the Paradife Loft, who yet, with 
feeming rapture, would repeat whole pages of Ovid. There 
is a charm in the found of a language which is not debafed 
by familiar ufe. And as it was in falling Rome, nothing 
in his vernacular tongue will be highly efteemed by the 
Scholar of dull tafte. A work which claims poetical merit, 
while its reputation is uneftabliflied, is beheld, by the great 
majority, with a cold and a jealous eye. The prefent age, in- 
deed, is happily aufpicious to Science and the Arts; but Poetry 
is neither the general tafte nor the faftiionable favourite of thefe 
times. Often, in the difpirited hour, have thefe views ob- 
truded upon the Tranflator. Whilft he has left his Author 
upon the table and wandered in the fields, thefe views have 
doathed themfelves almoft imperceptibly  in  the  ftanza and 

allegory 
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allegory of Spenfcr. Thus connected with the Tranflation of 
Camoens, unfinished as they are, they fhall clofe the Introduction, 
to the Englifh Lufiad. 

Hence, vagrant Minftrel, from my thriving farm, 
Far hence, nor ween to med thy poifon here : 
My hinds defpife thy lyre's ignoble charm; 

Seek in the Sloggard's bowers thy ill earn'd cheer: 
There while thy idle chaunting foothes their ear, 
The noxious thiftle choaks their fickly corn; 
Their apple boughs, ungraff'd, four wildings bear, 

And o'er the ill-fenced dales with fleeces torn 
Unguarded from the fox, their lambkins flray forlorn. 

Such ruin withers the neglected foil, 

When to the fong the ill-ftarr'd fwain attends. 

And well thy meed repays thy worthlefs toil; 
Upon thyhoufelefs head pale want defcends 

In bitter fhower : And taunting fcorn ftill rends,. 

And wakes thee trembling from thy golden dream r 
In vetchy bed, or loathly dungeon ends 
Thy idled life What fitter may befeem, 

Who poifons thus the fount, mould drink the poifon'd ftream- 

x 2 And: 
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And is it thus, the heart-ftung Minftrel cry'd, 

While indignation {hook his filver'd.head, 
And is it thus, the grofs-fed lordling's pride, 
And hind's bafe tongue the gentle Bard upbraid ! 
And mud the holy fong be thus repaid 

By fun-bauVd ignorance, and chorlifti fcorn ! 
While liftlefs drooping in the languid made 
Of cold neglect, the facred Bard mufl mourn, 

Though in his hallowed breafl heaven's purefl: ardours burn ! 

Yet how fublime, O Bard, the dread bcheft, 

The awful truft to thee by heaven affign'd ! 
'Tis thine to humanife the favage brcaft, 

And form in Virtue's mould the youthful mind; 

Where lurks the latent fpark of generous kind, 
*Tis thine to bid the dormant ember blaze : 
Heroic rage with gentleft worth combin'd 
Wide through the land thy forming power difplays. 
So fpread the olive boughs beneath Dan Phoebus rays. 

When Heaven decreed to foothe the feuds that tore 
The wolf-eyed Barons, whofe unletter'd rage 
Spurn'd the fair Mufe, Heaven bade on Avon's fliore 

A Shakefpeare rife and foothe the barbarous age : 
A'Shakefpeare rofe -, the barbarous heats afwage  
At diftance due how many bards attend ! 

Enlarged and liberal from the narrow cage 

Of blinded zeal new manners wide extend, 

A_nd. o'er the generous bread: the dews of heaven defcend. 

And 
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And fits it you, ye fons of hallowed power, 

To hear, unmoved, the tongue of fcorn upbraid 
The Mufe negledted in her wintry bower, 

While proudly flourishing in princely fliade 

Her younger fitters lift the laurel'd head—'— 
And fliall the pencil's boldeft mimic rage, 
Or fofteft charms foredoom'd in time to fade, 
Shall thefe be vaunted o'er th' immortal page, 
Where paffion's living fires burn unimpair'd by age ! 

And fliall the warbled ftrain or fweeteft lyre, 

Thrilling the palace roof at night's deep hour; 

And fliall the nightingales in woodland choir 
The voice of heaven in fweeter raptures pour ! 
Ah no, their fong is tranfient as the flower 
Of April morn : In vain the fliepherd boy 
Sits liftning in the filent Autumn bower; 

The year no more reftores the fliort-lived joy, 

And never more his harp {hall Orpheus'- hands employ. 

Eternal Silence in her cold deaf ear 

Has clofed his ftrain ; deep as eternal night 
Has o'er Apelles' tints, fo bright while-ere, 
Drawn her blank curtains—never to the fight 

More to be given But cloath'd in heaven's own light 
Homer's bold painting fliall immortal fliine, 
Wide o'er the world fliall ever found the might, • 
The raptured mufic of each deathlefs line, 

For death nor time may touch their living foul divine. 

And 
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And what the ftrain, though Perez fwell the note. 
High though its rapture, to the Mufe of fire ! 
Yes, what the tranfient founds, devoid of thought,. 
To th* unabated flood of Shakefpeare's ire, 

Or Milton's giant fway, till time expire 
Foredoom'd to live; as heaven's dread energy 

Unconfcious of the bounds of place—-— 

DISSERTATION. 
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On the Machinery of TaJ/b's Jerufalem, and Voltaire's Henria,de. 

CAmoens, unheard, unread by the critics, 
has been reprefented to the world as the 

moft extravagant, moftabfurd of all poets, in 
the injudicious profane mixture of Chriftian 
and Pagan ideas. The grofs falfity of this 
charge we have fully detected. But juftice 
to the reputation of my Author demands 
fomething farther. If the great Taflb be 
guilty of the fault injurioufly afcribed to Ca- 
moens, and if his arch-accufer Voltaire has 
adopted a machinery infinitely lefj worthy 
of the Epic Mufe, what mult we think of 
the unjuft condemnation of the poet of Por- 
tugal ! The machinery of the Jerufalem is 
thus abridged: God fends the angel Gabriel 
to Godfrey: Gabriel announces him general 
by the will of heaven, and incites him to a 
vigorous profecution of the war, to refcue 
the tomb of Chrift from the Infidels. A 
magician, an apoftatc Chriftian, who could 
alarm Pluto in his own regions, 

Sin ne la regiafua Pluton fpaventa 

and who ftill mixed fome Chriftian rites 
with his profane incantations, advifes Ala- 
dine king of Jerufalem to fcize a ftatue of 
the Virgin and place it in his mofque, af- 
furing him, that while it continued there, 
his fpells fhouldproteft the city. The image 
is accordingly placed in the mofque, con- 
trary toMohammedan manners, from whence 
it miraculoufly difappears. The war com- 
mences. The foe of man, afterwards named 
Pluto, calls a council of the infernal powers. 
Polyphemc, Gorgon, Cerberus, &c. are 
here. Pluto relates his own fall from hea- 
ven, the birth of Chrift, Chrift's defcent 
into hell, his refcue of captive fouls; and 
then propofes to deftroy the Chriftian army, 
particularly by the fnarcs of love. Armida, 
a moft beautiful enchantrefs, is fent by her 
uncle, the king of Damafcus, who is alfo a 
magician, to delude the Chriftian chiefs. 
She arrives at the camp; pretends to be a 
dethroned princefs, and begs afliftance. 
The flower of the Chriftian warriors are 
eager to go with her : ten are appointed by 
lot, and many others follow her by ftcalth. 

Thefe, like Circe, fhe enchants, and turn* 
them into fifties. Beelzebub and Alccty are 
alternately introduced, as exciting the Infi* 
dels to treachery. God now fends the arch- 
angel Michael to drive the darmons from the 
battle. The magician Ifmeno excites tha 
Soldan Solyman againft the Chriftians, and 
conveys him in an enchanted chariot to Je- 
rufalem. The darmons, who had been 
driven by Michael to Acheron, are recalled 
by Ifmeno, and ordered to take pofleflion 
of a foreft, from whence it was neceflary 
for the Chriftians to cut timber to carry on 
thefeige. Tancred, terrified by apparitions, 
defifts from his attempt to cut down the 
foreft. The hermit Peter pronounces that 
this fervice was decreed for Rinaldo, who 
is in the power of the enchantrefs Armida. 
Peter informs Ubald and Charles, that a 
Chriftian magician at Afcalon will aflift 
them to relieve the hero from her inchant- 
ment. The epifode of Armida, abounding 
in poetry, is now introduced. Rinaldo i* 
relieved, and the enchanted foreft by him 
cut down. The poem now draws to the 
hurry of conclufion. The wall of Jerufalem 
is aflailed ; Ifmeno and two other magicians, 
in defence of the Infidels, endeavour to 
change the courfe of nature with their in'« 
chantments, 

Rilen'.ar voile tarlifutfaUari 
Per rforzar la nalura  

And the arch-angel Michael appears to 
Godfrey, to whom he fhews the fouls of 
the Chriftian heroes who had fallen in the 
war ftill fighting under his banners, and 
the hoft of heaven ready to oppofe the ene- 
my. The aflault is fuccefsful. The Infidel 
chiefs are killed by different Chriftian heroes. 
Armida, who fought in the Egyptian army, 
fu bin its to Rinaldo, and Godfrey is com- 
pletely victorious 

Such is the machinery of a poem, univert 
fally and juftly admired Yet whatever praife 
is due to the grandeur of Gothic inchant- 
ment, the oppofition of it to the arch-angel 
Michael, the immediate meflVngcr of God, 

carries 
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carries in it a fomething which mu!l dif- 
plcafc. No popular belief of" the power of 
magic will palliate the difguftof the fenfible 
reader. Had. the hermit Peter, who is re- 
prefented as a prophet, worked miracles, 
luch as abound in the monkifh legends ; 
thefe, the objects of firm popular belief, 
with greater propriety and even more poetry 
might have oppofed the power of infernal 
magicians, But as the machinery Hands in 
Taflb, that of Camoens, which is purely 
the well known allegory of poetry, is infi- 
nitely lefs culpable in the mixture of ideas. 
. As the machinery of the Henriade can- 
rot be traced without a view of the whole 
action of the poem, a diflcftion of the whole 
fhall be accurately given. It has been faid, 
that the French language is incapable of 
Epic dignity. The Henriade proves the 
juftice of this obfervation. The Reader, 
who is acquainted with Virgil, muft perceive 
the miferable comparative poverty of the 
Henriade ; he will alfo obferve, that the 
following citations are made in examination- 

of the machinery, and not fcledlcd with a 
yiew to the want of Epic dignity. 

The adlion of the Henriade is founded 
on French hiftory. Soon after the horrid 
maflacre of Paris, an aflbciation againft the 
proteftants was formed under the Duke of 
Guife. The power of this aftbeiation, 
called the Holy League, began to give un- 
eafinefs to Henry III. a weak diflipated 
prince, and Guife, by his order, was affaf- 
iinated. The League, however, became 
more formidable, and Henry was driven 
from his capital. He implored the affiftance 
of his former enemy, Henry of Navarre, 
the head of the proteltant party. While 
the two kings aflailcd Paris, Henry III. was 
{tabbed by a young friar, and Henry of 
Navarre, the legal heir of the crown, con- 
tinued the ficge. Paris, though reduced to 
the mod dreadful extremities of famine, ftill 
held out, till Henry, perceiving the unal- 
terable hatred which the League bore to his 
religion, abjured the proteftant doftrine, and 
Pans opened her gates and received him with 
joy. And thus, fays Voltaire, in his Englilh 
introduction to the Henriade, (omitted in his 
French copies) " What his valour and mag- 
" nanimity could never bring about, was 
" cafily obtained by going to mafs, and by 
" receiving abfolution of the Pope." 

However bold it may feem to condemn 
this fubjett as unworthy of the Epic Mufe, 

there needs no argument to prove it infinite- 
ly inferior to that of the Lufiad. In dignity 
and conduct Camoens is every where Vir- 
gilian : Voltaire fhall fpeak for himfelf. 
The (late of France, at the commencement 
of the action, is thus defcribed : 

Les kix etaient fans force, el les droits cenfmdus, 
Ou plutot en effct Patois ne rcgnait plus  
On •voyait dans Paris la DifcorJe inhumaine 
Excitant aux combats, & la Ligue & Majene— 
Ce Kunftre impeturux, Janguinaire, inflexible, 
Defes propres fujets eft Fennemi terrible. 

In the machinery which is now introduc- 
ed, the foul of St, Louis acls the part of 
Venus in the Enead. From the height of 
the heavens he beholds and protects Henry 
of Navarre, but he conceals the arm which 
he fpreads to guard him, left the hero, too 
fure of viclory, and with lefs danger, (hould 
acquire lefs glory. The lines are thefe: 
frigid indeed! 

Le Pere de Bourbons, dufein des immortels, 
Lcu'is, fixaitfsr luifes regarils paternets  
Mais Henri s'avanfait <vcrs fa grandeurfupriir.c, 
Par des chemins fecrets, inconnus a lui mc'ine: 
Louis du baut de deux lui pretait fort appui; 
Mais it cacbait le bras qn'il elendait pour lui, 
De peur que ce biros, tropfur de fa <vifloire, 
A<vec moms de danger n'eit acquis moin: degloire. 

Having thus introduced the reader to the 
leading perfonage of the machinery, Paris is 
befiegcd by the two kings, we arc told, and 
the dxmon of carnage has carried his rage 
from fea to fea. The action now com- 
mfnees, Henry III. of the houfc of Valois, 
deplores his fituation to Henry of Navarre, 
tells him that the papal thunders are ifTucd 
againft him, and that Spain is about to fend 
auxiliaries to the League. He therefore 
entreats him to go to England to folicit an 
army to aflift them. 

Henry then fails from Dieppe. 

Vimpetueux Boree, encbaine dans let airs, 
Aufoufle de Zepbyrt abandonnoit Its mers. 

Then comes a ftorm, in very common place 
defcription, in which Henry thought of no- 
thing but the evils of his country ; 

Nefonge en ce danger qu'aux maux de fa palrie. 

Then the God of the Univerfc commands 
the ftorm to carry the vefTel to the ifle of 
Jcrfey. Here the hero lands and finds a 
venerable old man, who fought peace far 

from 
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from the court, loin de la cour, and God, it 
fecms, had fent Wifdom to open the book 
of Fate to this fame hermit; 

Ce Dieu qu'il adorait, prit Join de fa <vieillejje, 
It fit dans ion defcrt defcendre la Sagelfe ; 
F.t prodigue e/rvers hi defes trefors divins, 
II ouvril a fnyieux le livre de Defiins. 

"And here Mornay, the Calvinift friend of 
Henry, who 

Pretait au Calvinifme un appui redoutable— 

and the hermit, hold a difcourfe upon theo- 
logy, in which the old prophet execrates 
Calvinifm, and foretells, that a worfliip fo 
new, could not always continue ; 

Un cultefinwveau ne pent durer toujours. 
Dts caprices de tbomine il a tire'fon etre: 
On le <verra perir ainfi qu'on la <vu na'ttre. 

The hermit then prophefies, that Henry 
mould turn papift and be king. An idle 
declamation on the Englifh, who arc unfit 
either to be flaves or freemen, 

*2!ui ne pcut ni ftr<vir, ni vi-vre en liberte . 

and the character of Elizabeth, who chain- 
ed defliny at her feet, and aftonilhed the 
world with thtf eclat of her reign, 

Une femme afes pieds encba'mant let dejlins, 
De I'tclat tie Jan regne etonnait les bumains —— 

conclude the interview with the hermit of 
Jerfey ; an epifode of no ufe in the conduft 
of the poem, and a dull imitation of the 
part attcd by the hermit Peter in Taflb. 
What Jlrange fancy, fays Voltaire in his 
Englifh critique on The Jemfalem, to fend 
Ubaldo and his companion to an holy con- 
jurer." Yet this part in Taflb is not only 

* conduced in the true fpirit of the grand 
machinery of Gothic enchantment, a ma- 
chinery proper to the age of his heroes, but 
is alfo intimately connected with the cataf- 
trophc of the poem. But in no circum- 
ftance does this defence of Taflb .plead for 
Voltaire. 

Henry is now introduced to the queen of 
England, who with impatience demands an 
account of the troubles of France : 

t 
Elizabeth abrs arvec impatience, 
Demandt le recit des troubles de la France, 
yeutfavoir qutts rejforts, £? quel encbainement 
Ontfrodmt dans Paris unji grand changement. 

The maflacrc of Paris is now related, with 

feveral digreflive obfervations on tyranny, 
without either force or novelty, and after 
a long tele a tete on laws and liberty, &c. 
&c. Elizabeth allows the Earl of Eflex and 
a thoufand Englifh youth to accompany 
Henry, whom fhe difmifles in the true fpirit 
of petit tnuiterifm.    Of her troops, fhe fays ; 

Au milieu dts combats imus tcs •verrex courir- 
Plus pour ixius imiter que pour vous ft courir. 
Formes par <votre exemple au grand art de la- 

guerre, 
111 apprendront faus VOUJ afervir f Angleterre-2- 

i. e. In the midft of battles you mail fee 
them haflcn more to imitate you than to 
help you. Formed by your example in the 
great art of war, they fhall learn under you 
to fcrve England." And himfclf fhe politely 
compliments, as only worthy to talk of 
himfelf; 

Vousfeul pouvez parler dignement de •vous-neme. 

And thus ends in mere bagatelle the em- 
bafly which ought to have been of the 
utmolt importance throughout the Poem. 
The embaffy of king Latinus to Diomed, 
and the journey of Eneas to king Evandcr, 
are with admirable art worked into the great 
aftion of the Encid. The refufal of Dim- 
med to make war againft Eneas, greatly 
heightens the character of the hero. The 
abfence and return of Eneas are both moft 
happily interefting, and the fate of his new 

' friend and auxiliary, the fon of Evandcr, 
gives the highefl importance to the journey 
of the hero, by conltituting a principal part 
of the action and cataftrophc of the Encid. 
In the Hcnriade every thing is different. 
The hero leaves the fiege of Paris, hears- 
the cfFufions of monkifh bigotry poured 
forth by a hermit at the ifle of Jerfey, comes, 
to London, and in the true ftyle of cofFce- 
houfe politicians, has a \oxiv talk with queen 
Elizabeth.' The earl of EfTex, it is true,, 
and a thoufand of the Englifh youth accom- 
pany him to France ; but there is not one 
circumftancc performed by them, which even 
gives a colour of importance to thisembafly 
of the hero of the Hcnriade. In his firft 
editions, Voltaire twice mentions the Eng-- 
lifh, but nothing particular is afcribed to 
them : and fo little did he regard the fpi- 
rit of Virgil in the part of Pallas, that in 
his lad edition, the Englifh auxiliaries arc 
only once mentioned as in battle, and that* 
in a manner utterly uninterefling, of no 
confeqoence to the conduit of the poem. 

y Hcnry'a. 
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can poffibly guefs, St. Louis fends Sleep and 
Hope td comfort him. The Saint appears 
to him in a dream, crowns him, and place- 
ing him befide himfelf in a chariot of light, 
they traverfe the heavens together ; 

Louis en ee m'.ment prcnantfm diadem/ 
Sur le front du tiainqueur il le pofa lu'i-memc : — 
Vun Gf f outre a ecs mots dans un char de lumiere 
Dcs Cieux in un moment trauerfent la carriere. 

Then paffing the fun we have a view of the 
worlds around him, according to the New- 
tonian fyftem, in poetical colouring a very 
poor imitation of the Ptolemaic, as defcrib- 
ed in Camocns •.    Henry pafTes, 

A des mondes divers auiour de luijkttans 

Then they come to fpace, 

Ou la mattere noge, tS que Dleu feul embrefje, 
Sont de Soleilsfans nombre,& des mondes fans f.n. 

He then comes, where the ghofts of Brah- 
mins, Bonzes, Monks, wild Americans 
and Mohammedans, wait the hour of judg- 
ment. Here he makes a fpeech of twelve 
lines on the falvation of Heathens and Chrif- 
tians. A voice, which (hakes the heavens 
and makes the univerfe groan, anfwers from 
the throne of God. Henry is then carried 
by a whirlwind to an abode, the abomin- 
able image of Chaos; 

Vers unfe'jour informe, aride, offreux, fawvage, 
De I'antique Cabos abominable image. 

Hell is now defcribcd, where they fee the 
affaffin Clement. Then comes an Elyzium, 
where St. Louis prefides over Charlemagne 
and other kings and heroes of France. The 
palace of Deftiny then opens its hundred 
brafs gates, and Henry is reproved by St. 
Louis, his guide, for being a protellanr. 
And after having feen fome of the great 
men of France, who were then unborn, the 
hero awakes ; and thus clofes a moll fervile 
uninventive imitation of the fixth Eneid. 
Yet, uninventive as it is, original in no- 
thing but the extravagance about the fal- 

vation of Bonzes and Bramins, Marmontel 
has not fcrupledto pronounce it, " ■vautfcul 
tou/e VUiadc, worth alone all the Iliad." 

Hitherto has the Henriade been without 
Liaifon. The real action has, like a ivound- 
edfnoke, dragg'd its flo-w length along. But 
fome bufmefs is now refumed. The eighth 
book opens with the confufion of the 
Leaguers, who neither durft degrade nor 
crown Mayenne; when Difcorde, burfting 
from a cloud, appears in a luminous chariot, 
and infpires their courage; 

La Difcorde a tinftant entr'owvrant une nue, 
Sur un cbar lumineux fe prefente a leur <vie, 
Courage, leur dit el/e  

The Spaniards under Egmont, and the 
Leaguers under Mayenne prepare for war. 
Henry advances to the plains of Ivry. 
Difcorde blows her infernal trumpet to ani- 
mate the Leaguers, 

Elle 'vole a leur te'te, et fa boucbe fatale 
Fait retentir au loin fa trompette infernale. 
Par eesfons trap eonnus d'Aumale eft excite, 
AuJJi prompt que le trait dans les airs emporte. 

This battle is well defcribed, but without 
originality. Mayenne and the Leaguers are 
defeated. St. Louis, furrounded with the 
fouls of the other Bourbons, from the height 
of the firmament obferves how Henry will 
ufe his victory, 
 du haul de firmament 

Vint nntemplcr Henri dans cefameux moment. 

and the refult of the battle is like a newfpa- 
per in verfe. Difcorde goes now to find out 
Love. And the ninth book opens with a 
defcription of his temple. A defcription, 
where one might have expected original 
poetry from the genius of Voltaire. But 
every thing is contrary here. The defcrip- 
tive part is moft hackneyed common place ; 
every expreffion of it may be felecled from 
Cowley's poems. Darts, flames, fighs, 
tears, rapture and mifery, are huftled to- 
gether, and then fining in verfe without 
gradation, without novelty.   The reader is 

entreated 

* In the edition of London, I7»7, Voltaire feems to have imitated the celeftiul fplicrc of Camocns. 
lie fends his hero, 

Parmi cei tourbillons, que ifur.c main f/conde 
Difpofa I'Klernel au premier jour du mottde, 
EJ1 un globe /lev/ dans le faite dcs cieux 
Dor.t Veclat fe d/robe i r.os profanes yeux, 

But thefe whirlwinds and the globe where the Moft High creates the fplritj, and whither they are returned 
!>y death, are omitted in the latter editions. The citations made |n this Diflertation arc taken from the 
•Ccueva edition of 1768, which wai puulifhed under Voltaire's own infpeftion. 
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■entreated to compare the Temple of Love 
in Dryden's Palemon and Arcitc with that 
in the Henriade ; and he is promifed that 
he will find them as different as mere ver- 
ification is from real poetry. But to return 
to the fable of the Henriade. Love, who 
by the bye is Difcord's brother, makes a 
long fpeech about Hercules and Cleopatra. 
He then flies over Troy, and other places 
mod famous in the claflics, and arrives at 
lad at Ivry. He beholds the camp as his 
prey, and feels an inhuman joy, 

V Amour fent a fa <vuc unejoie inbumaim. 

In imitation of Virgil, a ftorm is raifed, 
which drives Henry to the Chateau of the 
celebrated Madam D'Eftree, where 

Sa ticrtu Vabamlonne, C? fin ante enyvree 
N'aime, ne <voit, riintend, ne commit que d'Eftree. 

his virtue abandons him, and his intoxicated 
foul loves, fees, hears, and knows nothing 
but d'Eftree." The danger of d'Eftree's 
virtue, a poor fubaltern's daughter, is thus 
pompoufly bewailed: 

Centre unpowvoirfigrandcu'eut pit faired" EJirce ? 
Par un charme indomtable elle elait attiree ; 
Ellt avail a combattre, en ce funefte jour, 
Sa jeunejfe, fin cocar, un Heros, £2 /'Amour! 

/. e. Againfl fo great power what could 
d'Eftree do? By an irrefiftiblc charm flic was 
attracted; in that fatal day (he had to 
combat her youth, her heart, a hero, and 
Love! 

The French, indeed, may admire this. No 
nation tut themfilves, bewever, could bear 
fuch impertinence. What would be thought 
of an Englifh writer, who would defcribe 
the firft meeting of Charles II. and Nell 
Gwynnc, or Louis XV. and Pompadour, as 
an incident worthy of Epic dignity ? The 
cpifode of Dido affords no defence for this 
parody upon it. A fugitive prince, mar- 
ried to the cjueen of a powerful Hate, is as 
different in Epic grandeur from the amour 
of Henry with a Subaltern's daughter, as arc 
the manners of the age of Eneas from thofc 
of the days of the French Hero ; as dif- 
ferent as the true dignity of Virgil is from 
the French cemflai/ance and mock dignity 
of Madam d'Eftree. During the amour of 
Henry all is in danger; the camp is all 
liccntioufnefs, 

Ou du filial 'voin-iueur semporte VinfoUnce— 

But St. Louis fends the genius.of France to 
put this to rights. The genius employs 
Mornay, the Calvinifl, to refcue Henry 
from the fnares of Love. And this, fays 
the poet, was to inftrutt us that reafon was 
often Sufficient to guide us, and thus Marcus 
Aurelius and Plato arc a difgrace to Chriftians; 

// 's'addreje a ftfornaj, e'etait pour nous btflruire, 
Stucfowvent la raifonfuffit a nous eor.duire; 
Amfi qu' elleguida cbez des peuples Pay em 
Mare-Aure'le, ou Platon, la home des Chretiens.. 

Love, however, is very angry at this choice, 
but Mornay defpifes his rage and his charms, 

Mail Mornay meprifait fa alert, &fes cbarmes. 

Difcordc, in the meanwhile, irritates the Lea- 
guers. Mornay finds the kingand his miftrefs. 
The king, aftiamed, leaves d'Eftree and 
attacks Paris. The battle of Ivry, the beft 
part of the whole poem, is now defcribed, 
but is as like TafTo, as the clofeft imitations 
of Virgil rcfemble Homer. In book X. 
Henry returns to the fiege, is juft on the 
point of taking the city, when the angel of 
France flops him, 
SZuand CAnge de la Frame, afpaifantfon ccurcux, 
Retir.tfou bras vainqneur, & fufpendit fes coups. 

A duel, in imitation of Homer, Virgil and 
TafTo, between d'Aumale and Turenne, is 
now defcribed. This is greatly admired in 
France, and is perhaps the firft of the Hen- 
riade in true merit; hut it is alfo a clofe 
copy, and much inferior to the duels of 
TafTo. A black cloud, during this com- 
bat, vomits the monfters of hell over Paris, 

Cefendant fur Paris s'elevait un nuage, 
Quifcmblait apportcr It tonnerre &forage ; 
Sesflamsnoiri 13brulans tout-a-coup entr owverts, 
I'emijfent dans ees licux les monftrts des Enfers. 

Fanaticifm, Difcorde, and dark Politique 
with falfc heart and ftjuint eye, 

Lafombre Politique, au caurfaux, & rail loucbe— 

And the dxmon of battles, 
Dieux enyvres defang, Dieux dignes des Ligucurs— 

all fly to th/r aid of d'Aumale. But the 
height of the heavens opens, and an Angel 
defcends on the throne of the air, with the 
olive of peace in one hand, and the fword 
of God's vengeance in the other ; 

foila qu'au mime infant, du baut de cieux ouverts, 
Un Ange efi defcendu fur le trine des airs, 

The 
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The infernal monfters are difmaycd ; then 

Paris, U Roi, lArmie, & fEnfer, G? lesCieux, 
Sur ce combat i.'/uftre a-va'untfixe lesjeux  

Paris, the king, the army, hell and heaven 
fix their eyes cm the illuitrious fight." 
d'Aumale falls, the monfters of hell groan, 
and voices are heard in the air, 

Ces lugul/ru accens dans Us airs s'entendirent— 

acknowledging that their reign is part. 
The army of Henry demand leave to affail 
the city, but St. Louis will not allow it, and 
Henry aits upon a fentiment very unworthy 
of an Epic poem. He chufes rather to re- 
duce the city by famine, as a method more 
powerful than his arms, 

lie rut quefans ajauts,fan< combats, fans allarmes, 
La difctle & la/aim, plus fines quefei armts, 
Lui livreraient fans peinc un peuple inamme. 

The horrors of famine are now defcribed in 
lively colours, but too mocking to incite 
any one to a fecond reading. The befieged 
are willing to fubmit, and Henry promifes 
forgivenefs and mercy. But the priefls tell 
them that they are the foldiers of God, and 
that a tyrant heretic will not keep his word. 
And by the priefts they are ordered to de- 
fend their temples from his herefy, 

Sauvons its temples faints de fin culte be'retique. 

What now is to be done ? The faction are 
.again outrageous, and the befieged may eat 
one another, nay, as both hiflory and the 
poem tell us, may open the graves in the 
church-yards for food J ; but St. Louis will 
not allow Henry to take the city by force. 
What mull be done in this mod admirable 

——— dignus windice nodus ? 

why truly St. Louis muft take the bufinefs 
upon himfelf. The throne of God is now 
defcribed in twenty-four lines, and here St. 
Louis approaches, 

Le peri de Bourbons afeiyeuxfe prejente, 
Et lui parle en ces mots tfunc -voix gemiffante. 

In his fpeech he tells the Almighty, that if 
the French difobeyed the laws of heaven, it 
was on pnrpofe to obey them ; for that his 
fon, the grand Henri, their lawful king, 
was an heretic. His converfion is therefore 
implored. Of this, the Eternal, by a word 
of his mouth, affures St. Louis, 

Par un mot de fa boucbe il daigna I'afurcr. 

Truth then defcends from the height of 
the heavens to the hero's tents, 

Dans les tentes du Roi, defend du baut des cieitx. 

Henry then turns Roman Catholic, and be- 
lieves in the doctrine of TranfubAantiation ; 
foi Truth, 

—lui dccoitvre un Dieu fins un pain, qui nyeft plus. 

Then St. Louis, with an olive bough in his 
hand, defcends from the height of the hea- 
vens, and leads Henry to the ramparts of 
Paris, which open at his call, and receive 
him in the name of God : 

Louis dans ce moment, qui comble fes fiubaits, 
Louis tenant en main foli've de la pa:x, 
Defcend du baut du Cieux <vcrs Its lle'ros qu'ilaime; 
Aux remparts de Paris il le conduit lui-tncmc ; 

■Les remparts cbranlh s'cntr'owvrent a fa wo'ix ; 
11 entrt au nom de Dieu, qui jail regner les Rois. 

And thus ends the Henriade ; a poem in 
every refpeft unworthy of the name of Epic. 

Every reader who has an car muft per- 
ceive how diftant from the dignity of Virgil 
are French heroics, even in the hands of 
Voltaire •. The conduct of the fable is 
not Epic, for it is not ONE. The ca- 
taflrophe has not the lead dependance 
upon the long epifode of the journey to 
England, though this epifode is almofl one 
third of the whole poem. In the action 
there is no gradation. Henry vanquimes 
his foes, but St. Louis will not allow him 
to reap the fruits of victory. Nothing there- 
fore refults from the real action, but contrary 
to Homer and Virgil, ALL is left to the ma- 
chinery. After the long tale which Henry 
tells Elizabeth, the real action or fable 
would fill but a few pages; five parts of fix 

are 
t They ground the bones of the dead into a flour, of which they made bread. 
• The old monkifli rhymes of friar Barton, 

De planflu cudo metrum cum carmine nudo, 
Riftm rtlrudo, cum tali tbemate ludo  

in harmony and energy are hardly inferior to many paflkges of the Henriade. 
the fault of Voltaire ; but of the language. But this perhaps is not 
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are machinery, a machinery the mod ridi- 
culous and puerile ever adopted by the heroes 
of the Luti in. If any French critic be 
offended at this, let him renounce his ad- 
miration of Boilcau, by whom the machi- 
nery of the Hcnriade, as already obferved, 
is as fevercly condemned, as if he had writ- 
ten his celebrated critique on Epic poetry 
on purpofe to condemn it. However fuperior 
Voltaire may be in the other walks of poetry, 
certain it is, no originality, no ftrength of 
colouring, mines in the Hcnriade. The 
following lines, fa'td of Mornay, are ad- 
mired in France as the fined fublimc, 

Mais line fermet fas a fesfloiques mains 
De fe faultier dufang ties malheureux kumains. 
Defon Roifiulement fin ame efi occufee: 
Pour fa defenfe feule tl a tiriVepee ; 
Etfin rare courage, enncm'i ,les combats, 
Sail affronter la mart, & ne la donne fas. 

But furely that cannot be the true fublime 
which contains the true abfurd. Mornay 
will not flain his hands with human blood. 
He is only anxious to defend his king, for 
his defence only he draws his fword. " His 
rare courage, enemy to battles, knows how 
to dare death but not to give it ;" that is, 
Mornay is earncft to defend his king, hut 
he will kill no body in his defence. In the 
heat of battle he only parries the fwords 
which attack him. The enemy may return 
to the charge in a moment; three or four 
fwords may attack the king a:n time, but 
Mornay will not leffen their number or 
prevent a fecond attack. A mod excellent 
method, indeed, to defend one's fovereign ! 
Yet fuch is the moft admired beauty in the 
Hcnriade \\ Mr. Locke was  highly 
pleafed with the epic poems of Blackmore : 
And  there are a race of critics,   of Mr. 

} Voltaire informs us, that the judicious Critics, with whom France abounds, defpife the Pandrmonium 
of Milton, and cannot bear his Death and Sin. He tells us that we know not what angels are, and there- 
fore cannot be interefled for them; and that it is abfurd to arm fpirits with fwords, for they cannot 
hurt each other with them.    For ihefe reafons, he fays, the battle of the angels appears to the judicious 
French critics as void of tarte, verilimilitude, or reafon. But let the reputation of Voltaire be as high as 
It will, who can forbear to call this eritidfm an utter ignorance of the Ipirit of poetry. It is true we 
know neither the form nor the arms of an angel. But what then, in the name of all the Mufcs? Will 
not true poetry perfonnify them in the manner of a Milton? Mud Difcorde have a trumpet and ride 
about in a chariot; and muft not Milton arm a warrior angel with a fword ! Muft the partions be" pcr- 
fonnified, and mud not an angel !>c reprefented as the mod graceful figure ! But this needs no enforce- 
ment  T hat nation which can condemn the pcrfonnifications of Milton, and admire thofe of the Hcn- 
riade, highly merit the character which Voltaire tells us   (Genev. F.dit. vol. 1. p. 3M-)    Monfieur Mt- 
lezieux,  in eonverfation with himfelf, gave tlicm—" Lcs Francois n'or.t pas la tilt t'fi{ic The French 
have not heads for Epic Poetry." 

Locke's tade, who admire the Henriadc, 
who call it All Senfc, who are pleafed with 
Difcorde in her chariot, and La Politique, 
fometimes in one monk's frock, and fome- 
times in another, rhc very Dutch ftyle of 
painting; but who yet decry the grand per- 
fonnifications of Milton's angels, as the mod 
abfurd and bizarre extravagance. Nor is 
their rcfemblancc to Locke's tafte lefs re- 
markable, than the likenefs between Black- 
more's Arthurs and the Hcnriade. That 
fenfe which is admired in the French poem, 
abounds in the Arthurs. In their machinery 
of Angels and Souls is a ftriking likenefs ; 
the fame drain of common place defcription, 
the fame round of fervile imitations, the fame 
idle pretences to moderation in theology, 
and fame want of poetical novelty, charac- 
terifc the Henriadc and the Ten epic poems 
of Blackmore. To conllitutc a poem wor- 
thy of the name of Epic in the drifted and 
higheft fenfe, fome grand charafteridics of 
fubjeft and conduft, peculiarly its own, arc 
abfolutcly neccflary. Of all the moderns, 
Camoens and Milton have alone attained 
this grand peculiarity in an eminent degree. 
Taflb has fomething of it, but Voltatre has 
not the lead claim to this cflential condi- 
ment of a real Epic. In a word, let our cold- 
blooded critics admire htm as they pleafe, 
the total want of originality, both in the 
circumftances and poetical colouring, the 
want of that conneftion and gradation ne- 
ccflary to the Epic unity ; the deficiency of 
grandeur, the idle fpirit of theological vib- 
iliig about Plato. Bramins, and Bonzes, 
which runs through the whole ; and fuch a 
machinery, all combine to vindicate the man 
who is bold enough to pronounce that France 
has as yet no Epic poem, though Voltaire 
has written the Hcnriade. 
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L    U I   A   D: 

BOOK      I. 

ARMS  and the Heroes, who from Lifbon's fhore, 

Thro' Seasb where fail was never fpread before, 

Beyond where Ceylon lifts her fpicy breaft, 

And waves her woods above the watery wafte, 

* The Lujiad; in the original, Os Luli- 
adas, The Lufiads, from the Latin name 
of Portugal, derived from Lufus or Lyfas, 
the companion of Bacchus in his travels, 
and who fettled a colony in Luiitania. See 
Plin. 1. iii. c. I. 

* Tiro' Seas ivhcre fall tvas never fprtad 
before.—M. Duperron de Caftcra, who has 
given a French profe tranflation, or rather 
paraphrafe of the Lufiad, has a long note 
on this paflage, which he tells us, mult not 
be underflood literally. Our author, he 
fays, could not be ignorant that the African 
and Indian Oceans had been navigated before 

B 

the times of the Portuguefe. The Phoeni- 
cians whofe fleets palled the (traits of Gib- 
raltar, made frequent voyages in thefe feas, 
though they carefully concealed the courfe 
of their navigation that other nations might 
not become partakers of their lucrative traf- 
fic. It is certain that Solomon, and Hiram 
king of Tyre, fent fhips to the Ealt by the 
Red Sea. It is alfo certain that Hanno a 
Carthaginian captain made a voyage round 
the whole coaft of Africa, as is evident from 
the hiftory of the expedition, written by 
himfelf in the Punic language; a Greek 
tranflation of which is now extant.    Be- 

fides. 
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With prowefs more than human forc'd their way 

To the fair kingdoms of the rifing day: 

What wars they wag'd, what feas, what dangers paft, 

What glorious Empire crown'd their toils at laft, 

Vcnt'rous I fing, on foaring pinions borne, 

' And all my Country's wars the fong adorn; 

fides, Pliny, Pomponius Mela, Ptolomy and 
Strabo, allure us, that Mozambic and the ad- 
jacent iflands and fome parts of India were 
known to the Romans : and thefe words of 
Macrobius, Sed nee mcnjlruofs carnibits ab- 
fiinetis, inferentet poculis tejliculos Caflorum 
rt iienenata corpora Fiperarum; quibus od- 
mi/ceth quidquid India nutrit, fufficiently 
prove that they carried on a confiderable 
traffic with the Eaft. From all which, fays 
M. Caftera, we may conclude that the Por- 
tuguefe were rather the Reftorers than the 
Difcovcrers of the navigation to the Indies. 

In this firft book,   and throughout the 
whole Poem, Camoens frequently defcribes 
his Heroes as pafling through feas which had 
never before been navigated; and 
Quc fo dos fey os foe as J'e navtga. 
Where but Sea-monjlers cut the ivaiies before. 

That this fuppofition afforded our author a 
number of poetical images, and adds a fo- 
lemn grandeur to his fubjett, might perhaps 
with M. Caftera be eftecmed a Sufficient a- 
pology for the poetical licence in fuch a vio- 
lation of hiftorical truth. Yet whatever li- 
berties an Epic or Tragic Poet may com- 
mendably take in embellifhing the aflions 
of his heroes, an affertion relating to the 
fcenc where his Poem opens, if falfe, muft 
be equally ridiculous as to call Vcfpafian the 
firft who had ever aflumed the title of 
Ccfar. But it will be found that Camoens 
ha3 not fallen into fuch abfurdity. The 
Poem opens with a defcription of the Lufi- 
tanian fleet, after having doubled the Cape 
of Hope, driving about in the great Ethio- 
pian Ocean, fo far from land that it required 
the care of the Gods to conduft it to 
fome hofpitable fhnre. Therefore, though 
it is certain that the Pliccnicians pafled the 
AV plus ultra of the ancients; though it is 
probable they traded on the coaft of Corn- 

wall, and the iflcs of Scilly; though there 
is fome reafon to believe that the Madeiras 
and Carribccs were known to them ; and 
though it has been fuppofed that fome of 
their (hips might have been driven by ftorm 
to the Brazils or North-America; yet there 
is not the leaft foundation in hiftory to fup- 
pofe that they traded to the Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope. There is rather a 
demonftration of the contrary; for it is 
certain they carried on their traffic with 
the Eaft, by a much nearer and fafer way, 
by the two ports of Elath and Eziongeber 
on the Red Sea. Neither is it known in 
what particular part, whether in the Perfian 
gulph, or in the Indian Ocean, the Tarihifh 
and Ophir of the ancients are fituated. 
Though it is certain that Hanno doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope, it is alfo equally 
certain that his voyage was merely a coafting 
one, like that of Nearchus in Alexander's 
time, and that he never ventured into the 
great Ocean, or went fo far as Gama. The 
citation from Macrobius proves nothing at 
all relative to the point in queftion, for it is 
certain that the Romans received the Mer- 
chandife of India by the way of Syria and 
the Mediterranean, in the fame manner as 
the Venetians imported the commodities of 
the Eaft from Alexandria before the dis- 
coveries of the Portuguefe. It remains, 
therefore, that Gama, who failed by the 
Compafs, after having gone further than 
his cotemporary Bartholomew Diaz, was 
literally the firft who ever fpread fail in the 
great foutherr. Ocean, and that the Portu- 
guefe were not the Reftorers, but literally 
the Difcoverers of the prefent rout of Na- 
vigation to the Eaft Indies. 

c And all my Cinn'trfs <wirs. He in- 
terweaves artfully the hiftory of Portugal. 
 Voltaire. h 

What 
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What Kings, what Heroes of my native land 

Thunder'd on Afia's and on Afric's ftrand: 

Illuftrious fliades, who levell'd in the dull 

The idol-temples and the flirines of luft; 

And where, erewhile, foul demons were rever'd, 

* To Holy Faith unnumber'd altars rear'd : 

Illuftrious names, with deathlefs laurels crown'd, 

While time rolls on in every clime renown'd! 

Let Fame with wonder name the Greek no more, 

What lands he faw, what toils at fea he bore; 

Nor more the Trojan's wandering voyage boaft, 

What ftorms he brav'd, how driven on many a coaft 

* To Holy Faith unnumber'daltar: rtar'a". 
 In no period of Hiftory does Human 
Nature appear with more mocking, more 
diabolical features than in the wars of Cor- 
tez, and the Spanifh Conquerors of South 
America. To the immortal honour of the 
Portugucfe Difcovercrs, their conduct was in 
every refpeft the reverfe. To eflablifh a 
traffic equally advantageous to the natives 
as to themfclves, was the motive on which 
they a&ed ; the ftric"tcft honour, and that hu- 
manity which is ever infeparable from true 
bravery, prcfidcd over their tranfa&ions ; 
nor did they ever proceed to hoftilities till 
provoked, either by the open violence or by 
the perfidy of the Natives. Their honour was 
admired, and their friendfhip courted by the 
Indian Princes. To mention no more, the 
name of Gama was dear to them, and the 
great Albuquerque was beloved as a father, 
and his memory honoured with every token 
of affettion and refpeft by the people and 
princes of India, though his conqucfts in the 
Eaft were fo great, that his Countrymen, 
without offering any injury to the fame of 
Alexander, compared him to that renowned 
Hero. It was owing to this fpirit of honour 

and humanity, which in the herotcal days of 
Portugal chara&erifed that nation, that the 
religion of the Portugucfe was eagerly em- 
braced by many kings and provinces of Af- 
rica and India; while the Mexicans with 
manly difdain rejefted the faith of the Spa- 
niards, profefling they would rather go to 
hell to efcape thefe cruel Tyrants, than go 
to heaven, where they were told, they 
would meet them. Zeal for the Chriftian 
religion was cftccmed, at the time of the 
Portugucfe grandeur, as the mofl cardinal 
Virtue, and to propagate Chriltianity and 
extirpate Mohammedifm were the moil cer- 
tain proofs of that zeal. In all their expe- 
ditions this was profefll'dly a principal mo- 
tive of the Lufitanian Monarchs, and Ca- 
raoens underftood the nature of Epic poetry 
too well to omit, That the defign of his 
Hero was to divulge the Law of heaven, a 
circumflancc which gives a nohle air of im- 
portance to his Subjeft. To take notice of 
the vafl fuccefs of the Portugucfe in propa- 
gating their religion, a fuccefs fo different 
from that of our modern iniflioiiaries, is a 
neceflary Elucidation of this, and of feveral 
other paflages of the Lufiad. 

B   2 No 
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No more let Rome exult in Trajan's name, 

Nor eaftern conquefts Ammon's pride proclaim -, 

A nobler Herd's deeds demand my lays 

Than e'er adorn'd the fong of ancient days, 

Illuftrious GAMA, whom the waves- obey'd, 

And whofe dread fword the fate of Empire fway'd. 

And you, fair Nymphs of Tagus, parent ftream, 

If e'er your meadows were my paftoral theme, 

While you have liften'd, and by moonfhine feen 

My footfteps wander o'er your banks of green, 

O come aufpicious, and the fong infpire 

With all the boldnefs of your Hero's fire: 

Deep and majeftic let the numbers flow, 

And, rapt to heaven, with ardent fury glow, 

Unlike the verfe that fpeaks the lover's grief, 

When heaving fighs afford their foft relief, 

And humble reeds bewail the fhepherd's pain: 

But like the warlike trumpet be the ftrain 

To roufe the Hero's rage, and far around, 

With equal powers, your warriors' deeds refound. 

And thou, f O born the pledge of happier clays, 

To guard our freedom and our glories raife, 

i King Sebaflian, who came to the throne       like Virgil's Pollio, had not the happincfs to 
in his minority.    Though the warm ima-       fulfil the prophecy.    His endowments and 
gination of Camoens anticipated the praifes       enterprifing genius promifed indeed a glov 
of the fmure Hero, the voung  monarch,       rious reign.    Ambitious of military laurels, 

he 
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Given to the world to fpread religion's fway, 

And pour o'er many a land the mental day, 

Thy future honours on thy fhield behold, 

The crofs, and victor's wreath, emboft in gold r 

he led a powerful army into Africa, on- pur- 
pofe to replace Muley Hamet on the throne 
of Morocco, from which he had been de- 
pofed by Muley Molucco. On the 4th of 
Auguft, 1578, in the 25th year of his age, 
he gave battle to the Ufurper on the plains 
of Alcazar. This was that memorable en- 
gagement, to which the MoorMh Emperor, 
extremely weakened by ficknefs, was carried 
in his litter. By the impetuofity of the at- 
tack, the firft line of the Moorifh infantry 
was broken, and the fecond difordercd. 
Muley Molucco on this mounted his horfe, 
drew his fabrc, and would have put himfclf 
at the head of his troops, but was prevented 
by his attendants. On this aft of violence, 
his emotion of mind was fo great that he 
fell from his horfe, and one of his guards 
having caught him in his arms, conveyed 
him to his fitter, where, putting his finger 
on his lips to enjoin them filencc, he im- 
mediately expired. Hamet Taba flood by 
t"ie curtains of the carriage,opened them from 
time to time, and gave out orders as if lie 
had received them from the Emperor. Vic- 
tory declared for the Moors, and the defeat 
of the Portuguefc was fo total, that not 
above fifty o? their whole army efcaped. 
Hieron de Mendoca, and Scbaftian de Mcfa 
relate, that Don Sebaftian, after having two 
horfes killed under him, was furrounded and 
taken ; but the party who had fecured him 
quarrelling among themfelves whofe pri- 
soner he was, a Moorilh officer rode up and 
ftruck the King a blow over the right eye 
which brought him to the ground; when, 
defpairing of ranfom, the others killed him. 
Faria y Soufa, an exaft and judicious hif- 
torian reports, that Lewis de Brito meeting 
the King with the royal flandard wrapped 
round him, Scbaftian cried out, " Hold it 
" faft, let us die upon it." Brito affirmed, 
that after he himfclf was taken prifoncr, he 
faw the King at a diftance unpurfued. Don 
Lewis dc Lima afterwards met him making 

towards the river ; and this, fays the hif- 
torian, was the laft time he was ever feen 
alive. About twenty years after this fatal" 
defeat there appeared a ftranger at Venice, 
who called himfelf Scbaftian, King of Portu- 
gal, whom he fo perfectly rcfembled, that the 
Portuguefe of that city acknowledged him 
for their Sovereign. Philip II. of Spain was 
now Mafter of the crown and kingdom of 
Portugal. His ambafl'ador at Venice charged 
this ftranger with many attrocious crimes, 
and had intercft to get him apprehended and 
thrown into prifon as an impoftor. He un- 
derwent twenty-eight examinations before a 
committee of the nobles, in which he clearly 
acquitted himfelf of all the crimes that had 
been laid to his charge; hc-gavc a diftinfl 
account of the manner in which he had 
parted his time from the fatal defeat at Al- 
cazar. It was objeftcd, that the fucccfibr of 
Muley Molucco fent a corps to Portugal 
which had been owned as that of the King 
bv the Portuguefe nobility who furvived the 
battle. To this he replied, that his valet dc 
chambre had produced that body to facilitate 
his cfcape, and that the nobility ailed upon 
the fame motive, and Mcfa and Baena con- 
fefs, that fome of the nobility, after their 
return to Portugal, acknowledged,, that the 
corps was fo disfigured with wounds that it 
was impcflible to know it. He (hewed na- 
tural marks on his body, which many re- 
membered on the perfon of the King whofe 
name he a/Turned. He entered into 3 
minute detail of the tranfaflions that had 
paficd between himf-rlf and the republic, 
and mentioned the fecrcts of fwcral conver- 
fations with the Venetian amb.-.fia Jors in the 
palace of Liihon. The Committee were 
aftoniflud,. and (hewed no difpofirion to de- 
clare him an Impoftor; the Senate however 
rcfufed to difcufs the great point, unlrfs re- 
queued by fome Prince or S'ate in alliance 
with them. This generous part was per- 
formed by the Prince of Oiungc, and an 

cxa- 
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At thy commanding frown we truft to fee, 

The Turk and Arab bend the fuppliant knee : 
r Beneath the morn, dread King, thine Empire lies, 

When midnight veils thy Lufitanian fkies ; 

And when defcending in the weflern main 
k The fun ftill rifes on thy lengthening reign: 

BOOK  I. 

examination was made with great Solemnity, 
but no decifion followej, only the Senate 
Jet him at liberty, and ordered him to depart 
their dominions in three days. In his flight 
he fell into the hands of the Spaniards, 
who conduced him to Naples, where they 
treated him with the mod barbarous indig- 
nities. After they had often expofed him, 
mounted on an afs, to the cruel infults of 
the brutal mob, he was (hipped on board a 
galley as a flave. He was then carried to 
it. Lucar, from thence to a caftle in the 
heart cf Caflile, and never was heard of 
more. The firmnefs of his behaviour, his 
Singular modefty and heroical patience, are 
mentioned with admiration by Le Cledc. 
To the laft he maintained the truth of his 
afiertions ; a word never flipt from his lips 
which might countenance the charge of Im- 
pofture, or juftify the cruelty of his perfe- 
cutors. All Europe were aftonifhed at the 
Mmiftry of Spain, who, by their method of 
conducing it, had made an affkir fo little 
to their credit, the topic of general conver- 
sation ; and their aflertion, that the unhap- 
py fufFcrer was a magician, was looked 
upon as a tacit acknowledgement of the 
truth of his pretenfions. 

* Portugal, when Camoens wrote his Lu- 
fiad, was at the zenith of its power and 
fplendor. The glorious fuccefles which had 
attended the arms of the Portuguefe in 
Africa, had gained them the higheft mili- 
tary reputation. Their fleets covered the 
Ocean. Their dominions and fettlemcnts 
extended along the weftern and eaftern fides 
of the vaft- African continent. From the 
Red Sea to China and Japan they were fole 
mailers of the riches of the Eaft; and in 
America, the fertile and extenfivc regions of 

Brazil compleated their Empire. It is not 
therefore to be wondered at, that the ima- 
gination of Camoens was warmed with the 
view of his Country's greatnefs, and that 
he talks of its power and grandeur in a 
ftrain, which mud appear as mere hyperbole 
to thofe whofe ideas of Portugal are drawn 
from its prefent diminished Hate. After the 
defeat of Don Sebaftian at Alcazar, which 
was the firft Step of the declenfion of the 
Portuguefe grandeur, his uncle Cardinal En- 
ricus afcended the throne; but he dying 
after a reign of two years, Philip IT. of 
Spain made himfelf mailer of the kingdom 
of Portugal, which remained under the 
Spanifh yoke for about fixty years. During 
this period, the Dutch poflefled thcmfelvcs 
of the bed Portuguese fettlemcnts in the Eaft 
Indies, in Africa and America; and thus, 
a fudden evening interrupted the grandeur 
of the Portuguese: So juft is the obferva- 
tion of GoldSmith, 

That Trade's proud Empire haftes to fwift 
decay, 

As Ocean fweeps the labour'd mole away ; 
While felf-dependent power can time defy, 
As rocks refill the billows and the Sky. 

May the English Eaft India Company, in 
die midft of their fuccefles, remember th? 
fate of their predeceflbrs, and ever be guarded 
agamft that politic people, who, according 
to the principles on which they have always 
afted, would take the fame advantages of 
the weaknefs of England, which heretofore 
they took of the diftrefies of Portugal ! 

h The Sun—Imitated perhaps from Ruti- 
lius, fpeaking of the Roman Empire, 
Fclvitur ipft libi, qui coii/picil otnnia,Phiebut, 
Atque tuis ortos in tun candlt tquot. 

'   or 
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Thou blooming Scion of the nobleft ftem, 

Our nation's fafety, and our age's gem, 

O young Sebaftian, haften to the prime 

Of manly youth, to Fame's high temple climb: 

Yet now attentive hear the Mufe's lay 

While thy green years to manhood fpeed away: 

The youthful terrors of thy brow fufpend, 

And, O propitious, to the fong attend, 

The numerous fong, by Patriot-paflion fir'd, 

And by the glories of thy race infpir'd: 

To be the Herald of my Country's fame 

My firft ambition and my deareft aim: 

Nor conquefts fabulous, nor actions vain, 

The Mufe's paftime, here adorn the ftrain: 

Orlando's fuiy, and Rugero's rage, 

And all the heroes of th' Aonian page, 

The dreams of Bards furpafs'd the world fhall view, 

And own their boldeft fictions may be true j 

Surpafs'd, and dimm'd by the fuperior blaze 

Of GAMA'S mighty deeds, which here bright Truth difplays. 
Nor more let Hiftory boaft her heroes old, 

Their glorious rivals here, dread Prince, behold : 

Here fhine the valiant Nunio's deeds unfeign'd, 

Whofe fingle arm the falling ftate fuftain'd; 

or more probably from thefe lines of Bu-       Inque tuis Pbabus rtgnis crien/jue caatnjqut 
chanan, addreffcd to John III. king of Por- fix longum frffo condtrtt axe diem. 
tugal, the grand father of Sebaftian. Et qu<reunq,ie <vngofe eircumvc.'-vit Olympo 

jljfulgct ratibus Jlamn.a miniflra tuis. 

Here 
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Here fearlefs Egas' wars, and, Fuas, thine, 

To give full ardour to the long combine; 

But ardour equal to your martial ire 

Demands the thundering founds of Homer's lyre. 
1 To match the Twelve fo long by Bards renown'd, 

Here brave Magrizo and his Peers are erown'd 

(A glorious Twelve!) with deathlefs laurels, won 

In gallant arms before the Englifh throne. 

Unmateh'd no more the Gallic Charles fhall ftand, 

Nor Csefar's name the firft of praife command : 

Of nobler acts the erown'd Alphonfos fee, 

Thy valiant Sires, to whom the bended knee 

Of vanquifh'd Afrie bow'd.    Nor lefs in fame, 

He who confin'd the rage of civil flame, 

The godlike John, beneath whofe awful fword 

Rebellion crouch'd, and trembling own'd him Lord. 

Thofe Heroes too, who thy bold flag unfurl'd, 

And fpread thy banners o'er the eaftern world, 

Whofe fpears fubdued the kingdoms of the morn, 

Their names, and glorious wars the fong adorn : 

The daring GAMA, whofe unequal'd name 

Proud monarch fhines o'er all of naval fame: 

Caftro the bold, in arms a peerlefs knight, 

And ftern Paehcco, dreadful in the fight: 

1 To match the Twelve fo long by Bards       the Epifodc of Magrizo and his eleven cora- 
renoivnd—The Twelve Peers  of France,       panions, fee die fwth Lufiad. 
often mentioned iu the old Romances.   For 

The 
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The two Almeydas, names for ever dear, 

By Tago's nymphs embalm'd with many a tear; 

Ah, ftill their early fate the nymphs fhall mourn, 

And bathe with many a tear their haplefs urn: 

Nor fhall the godlike Albuquerk reftrain 

The Mufe's fury; o'er the purpled plain 

The Mufe fhall lead him in his thundering car 

Amidft his glorious brothers of the war, 

Whofe fame in arms refounds from fky to fky, 

And bids their deeds the power of death defy. 

And while, to thee, I tune the duteous lay, 

AfTume, O potent King, thine Empire's fway > 

With thy brave hoft through Afric march along, 

And give new triumphs to immortal fong: 

On thee with earneft eyes the nations wait, 

And cold with dread the Moor expe&s his fate} 

The barbarous Mountaineer on Taurus' brows 

To thy expected yoke his fhoulder bows ; 

To thee, fair Thetis yields her blue domain, 

And binds her daughter with thy nuptial chain j 

And from the bowers of heaven thy Grandfires k fee 

Their various virtues bloom afrefh in thee ; 

One for the joyful days of Peace renown'd, 

And one with War's triumphant laurels crown'd : 

y Thy GranJfins—John III. Kingof Portu-      and the Emperor Charles V. who was en- 
gal, celebrated for a long and peaceful reign;      gaged in almoft continual wars. 

C With 
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With joyful hands, to deck thy manly brow, 

They twine the laurel and the olive-bough; 

With joyful eyes a glorious throne they fee, 

In Fame's eternal dome, referv'd ' for thee. 

Yet while thy youthful hand delays to wield 

The fcepter'd power, or thunder of the field, 

Here view thine Argonauts, in feas unknown, 

And all the terrors of the burning zone, 

Till their proud ftandards,  rear'd in other Ikies, 

And   all their conquefts meet thy wondering m eyes. 

Now far from land, o'er Neptune's dread abode 

The Lufitanian fleet triumphant rode; 

Onward they traced the wide and lonefome main, 

Where changeful Proteus leads his fcaly train ; 

The dancing vanes before the Zephyrs flow'd, 

And their bold keels the trattlefs Ocean plow'd; 

Unplow'd before, the green-ting'd billows rofe, 

And curl'd and whiten'd round the nodding prows. 

When Jove, the God who with a thought controuls 

The raging feas, and balances the poles, 

' Anne ncvum tardit fidu: le menftbui addas, 
Qua locus Erigonen inter cbelofquc fequentes 
Panditur: ipji tibi jam iratbia eontrabit 

ardtn! 
Scerpius, et cali jnjia plus parti rtlijvit. 

VIRC. G. I. 
m Some Critics have condemned Virgil 

for flopping his narrative to introduce even 
a fliort observation of his own.   Milton's 

beautiful complaint of his blindncfs has been 
blamed for the fame rcafon, as being no part 
of the fubjeft of his Poem. The addrefs of 
Camoens to Don SebaJlian has not efcaped 
the fame cenfure ; though in fomc meafure 
undefervedly, as the Poet has had the art 
to interweave therein fome part of the ge- 
neral argument of his poem. 

From 
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From heav'n beheld, and will'd, in fovereign ftate, 

To fix the eaftern World's depending fate: 

Swift at his nod th' Olympian herald flies, 

And calls th' immortal fenate of the fkies ; 

Where, from the fovereign throne of earth and heaven, 

Th* immutable decrees of fate are given. 

Inftant the Regents of the fpheres of light, 

And thofe who rule the paler orbs of night, 

With thofe, the gods whofe delegated fway 

The burning South and frozen North obey; 

And they whofe empires fee the day-ftar rife, 

And evening Phoebus leave the weftern fkies, 

All inftant pour'd along the milky road, 

Heaven's chryftal pavements glittering as they trode: 

And now, obedient to the dread command, 

Before their awful Lord in order ftand. 

Sublime and dreadful on his regal throne, 

That glow'd with ftars, and bright as lightning fhone, 

Th' immortal Sire, who darts the thunder, fate, 

The crown and fceptre added folemn ftate j 

The crown, of heaven's own pearls, whofe ardent rays, 

Flam'd round his brows, outfhone the diamond's blaze : 

His breath fuch gales of vital fragrance fhed, 

As might, with fudden life, infpire the dead : 

C 2 Supreme 
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Supreme Controul throned in his awful eyes 

Appear'd, and mark'd the Monarch of the Ikies. 

On feats that burn'd with pearl and ruddy gold, 

The fubjedt Gods their fovereign Lord enfold, 

Each in his rank, when, with a voice that fhook 

The towers of heaven the world's dread Ruler fpoke: 

Immortal heirs of light, my purpofe hear, 

My counfels ponder, and the Fates revere : 

Unlefs Oblivion o'er your minds has thrown 

Her dark blank fhades,  to you, ye Gods, are known 

The Fate's Decree, and ancient warlike Fame 

Of that bold race which boafts of Lufus' name ;. 

That bold advent'rous race the Fates declare, 

A potent empire in. the Eaft fliall rear, 

Surpaffing Babel's or the Perfian fame, 

Proud Grecia's boaft, or Rome's illuftrious name. 

Oft from thofe brilliant feats have you beheld 

The fons of Lufus on the dufty field, 

With few triumphant o'er the numerous Moors, 

Till from the beauteous lawns on Tagus' mores. 

They drove the cruel foe.    And oft has heaven 

Before their troops the proud Caftilians driven ; 

While Viftory her eagle-wings difplay'd 

Where'er their Warriors waved the fhining blade. 
Nor 
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Nor refts unknown how Lufus' heroes flood 

When Rome's ambition dy'd the world with blood; 

What glorious laurels Viriatus n gain'd, 

How oft his fword with Roman gore was flain'd ; 

And what fair palms their martial ardour crown'd, 

When led to battle by the Chief renown'd, 

Who ° feign'd a daemon, in a deer conceal'd, 

To him the counfels of the Gods reveal'd. 

*3 

n This brave Lufitanian, who was firft a 
ihephcrd and a famous hunter, and after- 
wards a captain of banditti, exafperated at 
the tyranny of the Romans, encouraged his 
countrymen to revolt and (hake off the yoke. 
Being appointed General, he defeated Veti- 
lius the Praetor, who commanded in Lufita- 
nia, or farther Spain. After this he de- 
feated in three pitched battles, the Pnctors 
C. Plautius Hypfeus, and Claudius Unima- 
nus, though they led againft him very nu- 
merous armies. For fix years he continued 
victorious, putting the Romans to flight 
wherever he met them, and laying wafle 
the countries of their allies. Having ob- 
tained fuch advantages over the Proconful 
Servilianus, that the only choice which was 
left to the Roman army was death or fla- 
very ; the brave Viriatus, inftead of putting 
them all to the fword, as he could eafily have 
done, fent a deputation to the General, of- 
fering to conclude a peace with him on this 
fingle condition, That be Jhould continue 
Majler of the Country new in bis poiver, and 
that the Rcmam Jhculd remain foffeffed of 
tbe reft of Spain. 

The Proconful, who expe&ed nothing 
but death or ftavery, thought thefc very 
favourable and moderate terms, and without 
hefitation concluded a peace, which was foon 
after ratified by the Roman fenate and peo- 
ple. Viriatus, by this treaty, compleated 
the glorious defign he had always in view, 

which was- to creel a kingdom in the vaft 
country he had conquered from the Republic, 
And had it not been for the treachery of 
the Romans, he would have become, as 
Florus calls him, the Romulus of Spain : 
He would have founded a monarchy capable 
of counterbalancing the power of Rome. 

The Senate, ftill defirous to revenge thcie 
late defeat, foon after this peace ordered" 
Qi Servilius- Cxpio to exafperate Viriatus, 
and force him by repeated affronts to com- 
mit the firft a£ls of hoftility. But this mean 
artifice did not fucceed : Viriatus would not 
be pro\-oked to a breach of the peace. On 
this the Confcript Fathers, to the eternal 
difgrace of their Republic, ordered Caspio 
to delare war, and to proclaim Viriatus, who. 
had given no provocation, an enemy to 
Rome. To this bafenefs Ca:pio added ftill 
a greater ; he corrupted the ambafladors 
which Viriatus had fent to negotiate with 
him, who, at the inftigation of the Roman, 
treachiroufly murdered their Protestor and 
General while he flept. UNIV. HIST. 

0 Sertorius, who was invited by the Lu- 
fitanians to defend them againft the Ro- 
mans. He had a tame white Hind, which, 
he had accuftomed to follow him, and from 
which he pretended to receive the induc- 
tions of Diana. By this artifice he impofed 
upon the fuperftition of that people. 

Vid. PLUT.. 

And 
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And now ambitious to extend their fway 

Beyond their conquefts on the fouthmofl bay 

Of Afric's fwarthy coaft, on floating wood 

They brave the terrors of the dreary flood, 

Where only black-wing'd mifts have hover'd o'er, 

Or driving clouds have fail'd the wave before ; 

Beneath new fkies they hold their dreadful way 

To reach the cradle of the new-born day: 

And Fate, whofe mandates unrevok'd remain, 

Has will'd, that long fhall Lufus* offspring reign 

The lords of that wide fea, whofe waves behold 

The fun come forth enthroned in burning gold. 

But now the tedious length of winter pafl, 

Diftrefs'd and weak, the heroes faint at laft. 

What gulphs they dared, you faw, what ftorms they braved, 

Beneath what various heavens their banners waved! 

"Now Mercy pleads, and foon the riling land 

To .their glad eyes fhall o'er the waves expand; 

As welcome friends .the natives fhall receive, 

With bounty feaft.them,  and with joy relieve. 

And when refrefhment fhall their ftrength renew, 

Thence fhall they .turn, and their bold rout purfue. 

So fpoke high Jove : The Gods in filence heard, 

Then ruing each, by turns, his thoughts preferr'd^ 

But 
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But chief was Bacchus» of the advcrfe train; 

Fearful he was, nor fear'd his pride in vain, 

Should Lufus' race arrive on India's more, 

His ancient honours would be named no more j 

No more in Nyfa' mould the natives tell 

What kings, what mighty hofts before him fell. 

The fertile vales beneath the rifing fun 

He view'd as his, by right of victory won, 

And deem'd that ever in immortal fong 

The Conqueror's title mould to him belong. 

Yet Fate, he knew, had will'd, that loos'd from Spain 

Boldly adyent'rous thro' the polar main, 

A warlike race mould come, renown'd in arms, 

And fhake the eaftern world with war's alarms, 

Whofe glorious conquefts and eternal fame 
In black Oblivion's waves mould whelm his name. 

Urania-Venus ', Queen of facred Love, 

Arofe a pleader on the part of Jove; 

f But ebitfivas Bacchus. The French given the following defcription of the celef- 
Tranflator has the  following note on this tial Venus. 
place: Lc Camocns n'a pou.tant fait en cela Qi'ifla i "jaga di Dio Vcnere bella 
que fuivre Vexcmple dc I'Ecriture, commc an I'iiinct a! Sole, efopra ogni altra ejlella 
lc licit dans ccs paroles du  premiere chapitri Qjtefta i quella beata, a cui s'inebina, 
de Job.    Quidam autem die cum veniffent, A cui f <volge de/iando amore, 
&C.   Un  jour   que   les   enfans   du   Seigneur Cbiamata cui del  Cicl rara e di<vina 
s'etcient  afftmblt devant Jon trone,   Satan y Bella che -vitn tra noi per noflro bonore, 
<vint aujfi, &c. . Per far le menti dtfiando al Citlo 

1 No more in Nyfa.—An antient city in Qbhare I'altrui colproprio veh. 
India facred to Bacchus. MARTEL. 

' Urania- Vtnui.       An Italian poet has 

Her 
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Her eyes, well pleas'd, in Lufus' fons could trace 

A kindred likenefs to the Roman race, 

For whom of old fuch kind regard me • bore; 

The fame their triumphs on Barbaria's fhore, 

The fame the ardour of their warlike flame, 

The manly mufic of their tongue the 'fame: 

Affection thus the lovely Goddefs fway'd, 

Nor lefs what Fate's unblotted page difplay'd, 

Where'er this people fhould their empire raife, 

She knew her altars would unnumbered blaze, 

And barbarous nations at her holy fhrine 

Be humaniz'd, and taught her lore divine. 

Her fpreading honours thus the one infpired, 

And one the dread to lofe his worfhip fired. 

Their ftruggling factions fhook th' Olympian ftate 

With all the clamorous tempeft of debate. 

Thus when the ftorm~with fudden guft invades 
The antient foreft's deep and lofty fhades,. 

The burfting whirlwinds tear their rapid courfe, 

The fhatter'd oaks crafli, and with echoes hoarfe 

The mountains groan, while whirling on the blaft 
The thickening leaves a gloomy darknefs caft ; 

* See the note in the Second Book on the r. ~ «„., -       ,   . 
following paflaee • _ °" the n„C\" t°uca "rr"PC"> 're quc be Latin*. 6r     *» ' Qualifications are never elegant in poetry. 
As when inlda'thwr flic ftoiJ cfjore, &c. Fanfliaw's translation, and the original, both 

'7be manly mufic of tbcir tongue thtfam. pr™^- 
— Camoens fays, ,„.. , " ■ "-etr tongue 

£»* hngoa, na qua! quando imagina, ^ *£**'. ^^  ** M" ** 

Such 
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Such was the tumult in the bleft abodes, 

When Mars, high towering o'er the rival Gods, 

Stept forth: ftern fparkles from his eye balls glanc'd, 

And now, before the throne of Jove advanc'd, 

O'er his left fhoulder his broad fliield he throws, 

And lifts his helm above his dreadful brows: 

JBold and enrag'd he ftands, and, frowning round, 

Strikes his tall fpear-ftafF on the founding ground ; 

Heaven trembled, and the light turn'd pale *—Such dread 

His fierce demeanour o'er Olympus fpread: 

When thus the Warrior,—O Eternal Sire, 

Thine is the fceptre, thine the thunder's fire, 

Supreme dominion thine j then, Father, hear, 

Shall that bold Race which once to thee was dear, 

Who now fulfilling thy decrees of old, 

Through thefe wild waves their fearlefs journey hold, 

Shall that bold Race no more thy care engage, 

But fink the victims of unhallowed rage! 

Did Bacchus yield to Reafori's voice divine, 

Bacchus the caufe of Lufus' fohs would join, 

Lufus, the lov'd companion of his cares, 

His earthly toils, his dangers, and his wars ^ 
But Envy ftill a foe to worth will prove,   . 

To worth though guarded by the arm of Jove. 

* —-—and the light turn'd pale The       the happieft manner of Camoer.s, 
thought in the Original has fomething in it O ceo tremeo, e Jpollo dttonvads 
wildly great, though it is not exprefied in Hum pauci a luz perdu, co/no infiaJc, 

D Then 
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Then thou, dread Lord of Fate, unmov'd remain,. 

Nor let weak change thine awful counfels ftain,. 

For Lufus' Race thy promis'd favour fhew: 

Swift as the arrow from Apollo's bow 

Let Maia's fon explore the watery way, 

Where fpent with toil, with weary hopes, they ftrayj 

And fafe to harbour, through the deep untried, 

Let him, impower'd, their wandering veflels guide j 

There let them hear of India's wiftVd-for fhore, 

And balmy reft their fainting ftrength reflore. 

He fpoke: high Jove affenting bow'd the head,. 

And floating clouds of ne&ar'd fragrance flied: 

Then lowly bending to th' Eternal Sire, 

Each in his duteous rank, the Gods retire. 

Whilft thus in Heaven's bright palace Fate was weigh'd, 

Right onward ftill the brave Armada ftray'd: 

Right on they fteer by Ethiopia's ftrand 

And paftoral Madagafcar's b verdant land. 

Before the balmy gales of cheerful fpring,. 

With heav'n their friend, they fpread the canvas wing;. 

The Iky cerulean, and the breathing air,. 

The lading promife of a calm declare. 

* And paftoral Madagascar-r Called by of the Moon;.and-by the Eortuguefe, the 
the ancient Geographers Menuthia, and Me of St. Laurence, on whofe- feltival they 
Cerna Ethiopica; by the natives, the Ifland      difcovered it. 

The 
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Behind them now the Cape of Prafo bends, 
Another Ocean to their view extends, 
Where black-topt iflands, to their longing eyes, 

•Lav'd by the gentle wavesc, in profpeft rife. 
But GAMA, (captain of the vent'rous band, 

Of bold emprize, and born for high command, 
"Whofe martial fires, with prudence clofe allied, 
Enfured the fmiles of fortune on his fide) 
Bears off thofe ftiores which wafte and wild appear'd, 
And eaftward flill for happier climates fteer'd : 
"When gathering round and blackening o'er the tide, 
.A fldet of fmall canoes the Pilot fpied; 
Hoifting their fails of palm-tree leaves, inwove 

With curious art, a fwarming crowd they move: 
Long were their boats, and fharp to bound along 
Through the dafh'd waters, broad their oars and ftrong: 
"The bending rowers on their features bore 
The fwarthy marks of Phaeton's ' fall of yore: 

c Lav'd by the gentle tvavei-^-The Origi- Phaeton is this.    Phaeton was a young en- 
tial fays, the Sea fliewed them new iflands, terprifing Prince of Libya.     Croffing the 
which it encircled and laved.   Thus rendered Mediterranean  in   q\ieft of  adventures  he 
•by Fan(haw„ landed at Epirus, from whence he went to 
Aeptune difdot'd ne-w ijles •which be didpiay Italy  to  fee   his intimate  friend  Cygnus. 
About, and-with his billows danc't the bay. Phaeton was (killed in aflrology, from whence 

"i  of Phaeton's fall  ^e arroga,e<l l° himfelf the title of the fon 
 ferunt lutlu Cyenum Ph*etoni,amati, of Apollo.    One day in the heat of fummer 
Pofulea, inter fronde, umbramque/ororum f. h\ w" ndu18 a!onS the b,anks of the Po' 
Dum canit, i3 ma-Jlum mufafolatur amdrem : hl\ h,0rfeS !°?k fnSht at a cIaP of thunder, 
Canentem molli fluma duxijefeneaam, anci plunged into the river, where together 
Linquentem terra,, et fidera vote Sequent em. W"h their „raa,ler 'JV t^fhti.     Cygnus, 

VIRO. EN. ' w*° ^ a Poet, celebrated the death of his 
«n.    va   • -1  /■      .   •        <-.     -'      * &iend in verfe, from whence the fable. 
The niftoncal foundation of the fable of yid. Plutar. in vit. Pyrr. 

D 2 When 



20 THE       LUSIAD. BOOK I. 

When flaming lightnings fcorch'd the banks of Po, 

And nations blacken'd in the dread o'erthrow. 

Their garb, difcover'd as. approaching nigh, 

Was cotton ftrip'd with many a gaudy dye : 

'Twas one whole piece beneath one arm connn'dr 

The reft hung loofe and flutter'd on the wind;. 

All, but one breaft, above the loins was bare, 

And fwelliftg turbans bound their jetty hair : 

Their arms were bearded darts and faulchions broad, 

And warlike mufic founded as they row'd. 

With joy the failors faw the boats draw near, 

With joy beheld the human face appear: 

What nations thefe, their wondering thoughts explore, 

What rites they follow, and what God adore! 

And now with hands and kerchiefs wav'd in air 

The barb'rous race their friendly mind declare. 

Glad were the crew, and ween'd that happy day 

Should end their dangers and their toils repay. 

The lofty mafts the nimble youths afcend, 

The ropes they haule, and o'er the yard-arms bend j. 

And now their bowfprits pointing to the fhore, 

A fafe moon'd bay, with flacken'd fails they bore: 

With cheerful fhouts they furl the gather'd fail 

That lefs and lefs flaps quivering on the gale; 

The prows, their fpeed ftopt, o'er the furges nod, 

The falling anchors dafh the foaming flood j 

When 
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When fudden as they ftopt, the fwarthy race 

With fmiles of friendly welcome on each face, 

Alert and bounding, by the cordage climb: 

Uluftrious GAMA, with an air fublime, 

Soften'd by mild humanity, receives, 

And to their chief the hand of friendfhip gives, 

Bids fpread the board, and, inftant as he faid,. 

Along the deck the feftive board is fpread: 

The fparkling wine in chryftal goblets glows, 

And round and round with cheerful welcome flows. 

While thus the Vine its fprightly glee, infpircs, 

From whence the fleet, the fwarthy Chief enquires, 

What feas they paft, what vantage would attain, 

And what the fliore their purpofe hop'd to gain ? 

From fartheft weft, the Lufian race reply,. 

To reach the golden eaftern ftiores we tiy. 

Through that unbounded fea whofe billows roll 

From the cold northern to the fouthern pole; 

And by the wide extent, the dreary vaft' 

Of Afric's bays, already have we paftj 

And many a (ky have {ccn} and many a fliore, 

Where but fea-monfters cut the waves before. 

To fpread the glories of our Monarch's reign, 

For India's fhore we brave the tracklefs main, 

Our glorious toil, and at his nod would brave 

The difmal gulphs of Acheron's black wave. 
And 
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And now, in turn, your race, your Country tell, 
If on your lips fair truth delights to dwell, 
To us, unconfcious of the falfehood, fhew 
What of thefe Teas and India's fite you know. 

Rude are the natives here» the Moor reply'd, 

Dark are their minds, and brute-defire their guides 
But we of alien blood,  and flrangers here, 
Nor hold their cuftoms nor their laws revere. 
From Abram's ' race our holy prophet fprung, 
An Angel taught, and heaven infpir'd his tonguej 
His facred rites and mandates we obey, 
And diftant Empires own his holy fway. 
From ifle to ifle our trading yeflels roam, 
Mozambic's harbour our commodious home. 
If then your fails for India's fliores expand, 
For fultry Ganges or Hydafpes' ftrand, 
Here lhall you find a Pilot fkilTd to guide 

Through all the dangers of the per'loXis tide, 
Though wide fpread fhelves, and cruel rocks unfeea, 
Lurk in the way, and whirlpools rage between. 

Accept, mean while, what fruits thefe iflands hold, 
And to the Regent let your wifh be told. 

e From   Abram'i   race cur holy prophet      from IftiroseJ, the fon of Abraham by Ha- 
/prung.—Mohammed, who  was descended      gar. 

Then 
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Then may your mates the needful ftores provide; 

And all your various wants be here fupplied. 

So fpake the Moor, and bearing fmiles untrue 

And figns of friendfhip, with his bands withdrew. 

O'erpower'd with joy unhop'd the failors flood,. 

To find fuch kindnefs on a fhore fo rude. 

Now mooting o'er the flood his fervid blaze,. 

The red-brow'd Sun withdraws his beamy rays; 

Safe in the bay the crew forget their cares, 

And peaceful reft their wearied ftrength. repairs. 

Calm Twilight' now his drowfy mantle- fpreads, 

And fhade on fhade, the gloom ftill deepening fheds. 

The Moon, full orb'd, forfakes her watery cave, 

And lifts her lovely head above the wave, 

The fnowy fplendors of her modeft ray 

Stream o'er the glift'ning waves,, and quivering play : 

Around her, glittering on the heav'ns arch'd brow, 

Unnumber'd flars, enclos'd in azure, glow, 

AL C£tLJ'Utfit- ^T"^0*'  in irht» "' a *■«'* ty*rh the diepfcrene, 
Sanner^f ViJl     ^uated  Homer in. the And nor a chui o'ereijt, thefolemnfeene ; 
hehim JeT, AS Y *lv.err,fyrg ** ftenr Around her throne the vlvL'planets'roll, 
Mff^Sjff d.e<?nPk

t,0n. £»«"»■    The ^M' unnumber'dgildehe glowingpoU,. 
paflage alluded tou in the eighth Yhl: O'erehe dark trees a yello^JverdureJhed, 

fij i ox it i^atu ar^x if aunt u^$) citfiTTl, ^nd tip ivith fiver every mountain's head; 
tfamx' a{i5r?,Tia, &c. Then jhine the vales, the recks inprtfpeS- rife, 

Thus elegantly tranflatcd by Pope: #*"'# gl"? ^ fLT- ""■thc,*UJJ ' J      tr- I he confchut fiwatifs rejoicing'tn the fight, 
'- iuhen th~ ' 

r heave, 
light, 

' "c conjcioui jwains rejoicing in tee Jigbt, 
As ivhen the moon, refulgent lamp of night, Eje the blue vault, and blefs the ufeful light. 
O'er heaven's clear azure j}reads her facred 

Thick 
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Thick as the dew-drops of the rofy dawn, 

Or May-flowers crouding o'er the daify-lawn: 
The canvas whitens in the filvery beam, 

And with a paler red the pendants gleam: 
The marls' tall fhadows tremble o'er the deep j 
The peaceful winds an holy filence keep; 

The watchman's carol echo'd from the prows, 
Alone, at times, awakes the ftill repofe. 

Aurora now, with dewy luflre bright, 
Appears, afcending on the rear of night. 
With gentle hand, as feeming oft to paufe, 

The .purple curtains -of the morn fhe draws ; 
The fun comes forth, and foon the joyful crew, 
Each aiding each, their joyful tafks purfue. 
Wide o'er the decks the fpreading fails they throw-; 
From each tall maft the waving ftreamers flow j 
AH feems a feftive holiday on board 

To welcome to the fleet the ifland's Lord. 
With equal joy the Regent fails to meet, 
And brings frefh cates, his offerings, <to the fleet: 

For of his kindred Race.their line he deems, 
That favage Race who rufh'd from Cafpia's ftreams, 
And triumph'd o'er the Eaft, and, Alia won, 

In proud Byzantium flxt their haughty.throne. 

Brave 
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Brave VASCO hails the chief with honeft fmiles, 

And gift for gift with liberal hand he piles. 

His gifts, the boaft of Europe's arts difclofe, 

And fparkling red the wine of Tagus flows. 

High on the fhrouds the wondering failors hung, 

To note the Mooriih garb, and barbarous tongue: 

Nor lefs the fubtle Moor, with wonder fired, 

Their mien, their drefs, and lordly fhips admired: 

Much he enquires their King's, their Country's name, 

And, if from Turkey's fertile fhores they  came ? 

What God they worfhipp'd, what their facred lore, 

What arms they wielded, and what armour wore ? 

To whom brave GAMA ; Nor of Hagar's blood 

Am I, nor plow from Izmael's fhores the flood ; 

•From Europe's flrand I trace the foamy way, 

To find the regions of the infant day. 

The God we worfhip ftretch'd yon heaven's high bow, 

And gave thefe fwelling waves to roll below j 

The hemifpheres cf night and day he fpread, 

3Ie fcoop'd each vale, and rear'd each mountain's head; 

His Word produc'd the nations of the.earth, 

And gave the fpirits of the fky their birth; 

On Earth, by him, his holy lore was given, 

On Earth he came to raife mankind to heaven. 

And now behold, what mofl your eyes defire, 

Our fhining armour, and our arms of fire; 

E And 
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For who has once in friendly peace beheld, 

Will dread to meet them on the battle field. 

Strait * as he fpoke the Magazines difplay'd 

Their glorious fhew, where, tire on tire inlaid, 

Appear'd of glittering fteel the carabines, 

There the plumed helms, and ponderous brigandines-; 

O'er the broad bucklers fculptur'd orbs emboft 

The crooked faulchions dreadful blades were croft: 

Here clafping greaves, and plated mail-quilts ftrongy 

The long-bows here, and rattling quivers hung, 

And like a grove the burnifli'd fpears were feen, 

With darts, and halberts double-edged between j 

Here dread grenadoes, and tremendous bombs, 

With deaths ten thoufand lurking in their wombs, 

And far around of brown, and dufky red 

The pointed piles of iron balls were fpread. 

The Bombadeers, now to the Regent's view 

The thundering mortars and the cannon drew > 

Yet at their Leader's nod, the fons of flame 

(For brave and generous ever are the fame) 

£ Strait a; he fpoke The defcription of explique en peu dts msts la Religion que let 
the armoury, and the account which Vafco Pcrtugais fuivent, I'ufage det armes dont ils 
de Gama gives of his religion, confifts, in fe fervent d-int la guerre, et le dejfe'm qui les 
the Original, of thirty-two lines, which M. amene. 
Caftera has reduced into the following fen- This omiffion affords us one of the num- 
tence: Leur Go-vemeur fail differentes quef- berlcfs inftances of the unpoetical tafteof the 
lions an Capitaine, qui pour le fatisfaire hi French Paraphrift. 

Withheld 
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Withheld their hands, nor gave the feeds of fire 

To roufe the thunders of the dreadful tire. 

For GAMA'S foul difdain'd the pride of fhew 

Which atts the lion o'er the trembling roe. 

His joy and wonder oft the Moor expreft, 

But rankling hate lay brooding in his breafl; 
With fmiles obedient to his will's controul, 

He veils the purpofe of his treacherous foul: 

For Pilots, confeious of the Indian ftrand 

Brave VASCO fues, and bids the Moor command 

What bounteous gifts fhall recompence their toils; 

The Moor prevents him with affenting fmiles, . 

Refolved that deeds of death, not words of air, 

.Shall firfl <the hatred of his foul declare ; 

Such fudden rage his rankling mind pofleft, 

When 'GAMA'S lips Meffiah's name confeft:. 

Oh depth of heaven's dread will, that rancorous hate 

On heaven's beft lov'd in every clime ftiould wait; 

* When Gama's lips Mejjtab's name confeft. Zacocia, (governor of Mozambic) made 
—This, and of confequence, the reafon of no doubt but our people were of fome Mo- 
the Moor's  hate,  is entirely omitted  by hammedan country.—The mutual exchange 
Caftera.    The original is, the Moor con- of good offices between our people and thefe 
ceived hatred,  " knowing they were fol- iflanders promifed a long continuance of 
•• lowers of the truth which the Son  of friendlhip,   but it proved otherwife.    No 
" David taught."   Thus rendered by Fan- fooner did Zacocia underftand  they were 
&aw> Chriftians, than all his kindnefs was turned 

Knowing thty follow that unerring light, lnl° the nloft bitter hatred;  he  began  to 
The Son of David boUs out in bis Book. ™<ktzte their ruin,  and fought by every 

the Meffiah, as meant by Camoens. 

E 2 Now 
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Now fmiling round on all the. wondering crew 

The Moor attended by his bands withdrew j 

His nimble barges foon approach'd the land, 

And fhouts of joy received him on the ftrand. 

From heaven's high dome the Vintage-God beheld j 

{Whom h nine long months his father's thigh conceal'd}> 

Well-pleafed he mark'd the Moor's determined hate 

.And thus his mind revolved in felf-debate: 

Has heaven, indeed, fuch glorious lot ordain'd I 

By Lufus' race fuch conquefts to be gain'd 

O'er warlike nations, and on India's fliorc, 

Where I unrival'd, claim'd the palm before ! 

I fprung from Jove! and fhall thefe wandering few, 

What Ammon's fon unconquer'd left, fubdue! 

Ammon's brave fon who led the God of war 

His flave auxiliar at his thundering car! 

Muft thefe poffefs what Jove to him deny'd, 

Poffefs what never footh'd the Roman pride ! 

Muft thefe the Vigor's lordly flag difplay 

With hateful blaze beneath the riling day, 

* Whom nine /«»? month, his father's infancy in a cave of mount Mcros, which in 
thigh conceal'J.~-According to the Ara- Greek fignifies a thigh. Hence the fable. 
Lians,   Bacchus was nourifhed during his 

My 
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My name difhonour'd, and my vi&ories ftain'd, 

O'erturn'd my altars, and my fhrines profaned ! 

No—be it mine to fan the Regent's hates 

Occafion feized commands the action's fate. 

'Tis mine—this captain now my dread no more, 

Shall never fliake his fpear on India's fhore. 

So fpake the Power, and with the lightning's flight 

For Afric darted thro' the fields of light. 
1 His form divine he cloath'd in human fhape, 

And rufli'd impetuous o'er the rocky cape : 

Jn the dark femblance of a Moor he came 
For art and old experience known to fame: 

Him all his peers with humble deference heard 

And all Mozambic and its prince rever'd: 

The Prince in hafte he fought, and thus expreft 

His guileful hate in friendly counfel dreft : 

And to the Regent of this ifle alone 

Are thefe Adventurers and their fraud unknown ? 

Has Fame conceal'd their rapine from his ear ? 

Nor brought the groans of plunder'd nations here ? 

i Jits form divine he eloatb'J in human Jhipe. 

Alt3o tofvam facitm el furialia membra 
Exuit : in <vultus fefe trar.sfcrmat aniles, 
£/ frantera obfeaenum rugii arat,  YtK. Ex. 7. 

Yet 
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Yet ftill their hands the peaceful olive bore 

Whene'er they anchor'd on a foreign fhore : 

But nor their feeming, nor their oaths I truft, 

For Afric knows them bloody and unjuft. 

The nations fink beneath their lawlefs force, 

And fire and blood have mark'd their deadly courfe. 

We too, unlefs kind heaven and Thou prevent, 

Mud fall the victims of their dire intent, 

And, gafping in the pangs of death, behold 

Our wives led captive, and our daughters fold. 

By ftealth they come, ere morrow dawn, to bring 

The healthful beverage from the living fpring: 

Arm'd with his troop the Captain will appear j 

For confeious fraud is ever prone to fear. 

To meet them there felect a trufty band, 

And in clofe ambufh take thy filent ftand, 

There wait, and fudden on the heedlefs foe 

Rufh, and deftroy them ere they dread the blow. 

Or fay mould fome efcape the fecret fnare 

Saved by their fate, their valour, or their care, 

Yet their dread fall fhall celebrate our ifle, 

If fate confent, and thou approve the guile. 

Give then a Pilot to their wandering fleet, 

Bold in his art, and tutor'd in deceit; 

Whofe hand adventurous fhall their helms mifguide, 

To hoftile fhores, or whelm them in the tide. 

So 
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So fpoke the God, in ferriblance of a fage 

Renown'd for counfel and the craft of age. 

The Moor with tranfport glowing in his face 

Approved, and caught him in a kind embrace j 

And inftant at the word his bands prepare 

Their bearded darts and implements of war, 

That Lufus' fons, might purple with their gore, 

The chryftal fountain which they fought on fhore: 

And ftill regardful of his dire intent, 

A fkilful pilot to the bay he fent j 

Of honefl mien, yet praclifed in deceit, 

Who far at diflance on the beach fhould wait, 

And to the Tcaped, if fome fhould 'fcape the fnare 

Should offer friendfhip and the pilot's care, 

But when at fea, on rocks fhould dafh their pride, 

And whelm their lofty vanes beneath the tide. 

Apollo now had left his watery bed, 

And o'er the mountains of Arabia fpread 

His rays that glow'd with gold j when GAMA rofe, 

And from his bands a trufly fquadron chofe: 

Three fpeedy barges brought their cafks to fill 

From gurgling fountain, or the chryftal rill: 

Full-arm'd they came, for brave defence prepared, 

F or martial care is ever on the guard: 

And 
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And fecret warnings ever are impreft 

•On wifdom fuch as waked in GAMA'S breaft. 

And now, as fwiftly fpringing o'er the tide 

Advanced the boats, a troop of Moors they fpy'd; 

O'er the pale fands the fable warriors crowd, 

And tofs their threatening darts, and fhout aloud. 

Yet feeming artlefs, though they dared the fight, 

Their eager hope they placed in artful flight, 

To lead brave GAMA where unfeen by day 

In dark-brow'd fhades their filent ambufli lay. 

With fcornful geflures o'er the beach they flride, 

.And pufh their level'd fpears with barbarous pride, 

Then fix the arrow to the bended bow, 

And ftrike their founding fhields, and dare the foe. 

With generous rage the Lufian Race beheld. 

And each brave breaft with indignation fwell'd, 

To .view fuch foes like fnarling dogs difplay 

• Thejr threatening tufks, and brave the fanguine fray: 

Together with a bound they fpring to land, 

Unknown whofe ftep firft.trode the hoftile ftrand. 

Thus lc, when to gain his beauteous Charmer's fmile, 

The youthful Lover dares the bloody toil, 

k Thus when to gain his beauteous Charmer's      ercife in  Spain, where it is ufual to fee 
fmile, young Gentlemen of the beft families enter- 

1 he youthful Lover dares the bloody toil. ing the lifts to fight with a Bull, adorned 
„This.fijniIie is taken from a favourite ex-      with ribbons, and armed with a javelin or 

kind 
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Before the nodding Bull's ftern front he ftands, 

He leaps, he wheels, he fhouts, and waves his hands: 

The lordly brute difdains the ftripling's rage, 

His noftrils fmoke, and, eager to engage, 

His horned brows he levels with the ground, 

And fliuts his flaming eyes, and wheeling round 

With dreadful bellowing ruflies on the foe, 

And lays the boaftful gaudy champion low. 

Thus to the fight the fons of Lufus fprung, 

Nor flow to fall their ample vengeance hung: 

With fudden roar the carabines refound, 

And burfting echoes from the hills rebound; 

The lead flies hifling through the trembling air, 

And death's fell daemons through the flafhes glare. 

Where, up the land, a grove of palms enclofe, 

And caft their fhadows where the fountain flows, 

The lurking ambufh from their treacherous ftand 

Beheld the combat burning on the ftrand: 

They fee the flafh with fudden lightnings flare, 

And the blue fmoke flow rolling on the air: 

They fee their warriors drop, and, ftarting, hear 

The lingering thunders burfting on their ear. 

kind of cutlas,  which the Spaniards  call lcros being very expert at this valorous exer- 
Maehtte.   Though Camoens in this defcrip- cife, and ambitious to difplay their dexteri- 
tion of it has given the vi&ory to the Bull, ty, which is a furc recommendation to the 
it very feldom fo happens, the young Cabal- favour and good opinion of the Ladies. 

F Amaz'd, 
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Amazed, appall'd, the treacherous ambufh fled, 

And raged ', and curft their birth, and quaked with dread.. 

The bands that vaunting fhew'd their threaten'd might. 

With (laughter gored, precipitate in flight; 

Yet oft, though trembling, on the foe they turn 

Their eyes that red with luft of vengeance burn: 

Aghafl with fear and ftern with defperate rage 

The flying war with dreadful howls they wage,. 

Flints m, clods, and javelins hurling as they fly, 

As rage and wild defpair their hands fupply: 

And foon difperft, their bands attempt no more 

To guard the fountain or defend the fliore: 

O'er the wide lawns no more their troops appear :• 

Nor fleeps the vengeance of the Victor here; 

To teach the nations what tremendous fate 

From his right arm on perjur'd vows fliould wait, 

He feized the time to awe the eaftern world, 

And on the breach of faith his thunders hurl'd. 

From his black fliips the fudden lightnings blaze, 

And o'er old Ocean flafli their dreadful rays : 

Idi: t maldtzta Jamque fates et faxa volant, furor armtr 
O velho intrte, e a may, que oplho cria. minijlrat. VIRG. En. I, 

Thus tranflated by Fanfhaw, The Spanifn Commentator on this Place 
 - turjl their ill luck, relates a very extraordinary inftancc of the- 

TV old Devil, and tbt Dam that gave them      ^or a™a '"'"'A/""-    A Portuguefc Sol- 
rHCk, o'er at the liege of Diu in the Indies being 

furrounded by the enemy, and having no 
■ Flints, clods, and javelins burling as they       ball to charge his muflcet, pulled out one of 

A< his teeth, and with it fupplied the place of 
As rage, tie. % bullet. 

White 
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White clouds on clouds inroll'd the fmokc afcends, 

The burfting tumult heaven's wide concave rends: 

The bays and caverns of the winding fhore 

Repeat the cannon's and the mortar's roar: 

The bombs, far-flaming, hifs along the fky, 

And whirring through the air the bullet's fly; 

The wounded air with hollow deafen'd found, 

Groans to the direful jftrife, and trembles round. 

Now from the Moorifli town the flieets of fire, 

Wide blaze fucceeding blaze, to heaven afpire. 

-Black rife the clouds of fmoke, and by the gales 

Borne down, in ftreams hang hovering o'er the vales; 

And flowly floating round the mountain's head 

Their pitchy mantle o'er the landfcape fpread. 

Unnumber'd fea-fowl rifing from the fhore, 

Beat round in whirls at every cannon's roar: 

Where o'er the fmoke the marls' tall heads appear, 

Hovering they fcream, then dart with fudden fear, 

On trembling wings far round and round they fly, 

.And fill with difmal clang their native fky. 

Thus fled in rout confus'd the treacherous Moors 

From field to field, then, haftning to the fliores, 

Some truft in boats their wealth and lives to fave, 

And wild with dread they plunge into the wave; 

F 2 * Some 



36 THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. BOOK I. 

Some fpread their arms to fwim, and fome beneath 

The whelming billows, ftruggling, pant for breath, 

Then whirl'd aloft their noflrils fpout the brine; 

While fhowering ftill from many a carabine 

The leaden hail their fails and veflels tore, 

Till ftruggling hard they reach'd the neighb'ring fhorc : 

Due vengeance thus their perfidy repay'd, 

And GAMA'S terrors to the Eaft difplay'd. 

Imbrown'd with duft a beaten pathway fliews 

Where 'midft unbrageous palms the fountain flows; 

From thence at will they bear the liquid, health; 

And now fole mailers of the ifland's wealth, 

With coftly fpoils and eaftern robes adorn'd, 

The joyful vi&o-rs to the fleet return'd* 

With hell's keen fires ftill for revenge athirfl, 

The Regent burns, and weens, by fraud accurft, 

To ftrike a furer, yet a fecret blow, 

And in one general death to whelm the foe. 

The promifed Pilot to the fleet he fends 

And deep repentance for his crime pretends. 

Sincere the Herald feems, and while he fpeaks, 

The winning tears fteal down his hoary cheeks. 

Brave GAMA, touch'd with generous woe, believes, 

And from his hand the Pilot's hand receives •_ 

A dreadful 



BOOK I. THE       LUSIAD. 37 

A dreadful gift! inftru&ed to decoy, 

In gulphs to whelm them, or on rocks deftroy. 

The valiant Chief, impatient of delay, 

For India now refumes the watery way; 

Bids weigh the anchor and unfurl the fail, 

•Spread full the canvas to the rifing gale j 

He fpoke; and proudly o'er the foaming tide, 

Borne on the wind, the full-wing'd veffels ride; 

While as they rode before the bounding prows 

The lovely forms of fca-born nymphs arofe. 

The while brave VASCO'S unfufpecling mind 
Yet fear'd not ought the crafty Moor defign'd: 

Much of the coaft he afks, and much demands 

Of Afric's fhores and India's fpicy lands. 

The crafty Moor by vengeful Bacchus taught 

Employ'd on deadly guile his baneful thought; 

In his dark mind he plann'd, on GAMA'S head 

Full to revenge Mozambic and the dead. 

Yet all the Chief demanded he reveal'd, 

Nor ought of truth, that truth he knew, conceal'd : 

For thus he ween'd to gain his eafy faith, 

And gain'dj betray to flavcry or to death. 

And now fecurely trufting to deftroy, 

As erft falfe Sinon fnared the fons of Troy, 
Behold, 
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Beliold, difclofing from the fky, he cries, 

Far to the north, yon cloud-like ifle arife: 

From ancient times the natives of the fliorc 

The blood-ftain'd Image on the Crofs adore. 

Swift at the "word,  the joyful GAMA cry'd, 

■For that fair ifland turn the helm afide, 

O bring my veflels where the Chriftians dwell, 

And thy glad lips my gratitude fliall tell: 

With fullen joy the treacherous Moor comply'd, 

And for that ifland tum'd the helm afide. 

For well Quiloa's fwarthy race he knew, 

Their laws and faith to Hagar's offspring true; 

Their ftrength in war, through all the nations round, 

Above Mozambic and her powers renown'd; 

He knew what hate the Chriftian name they bore, 

And hoped that hate on VASCO'S bands to pour. 

Right to the land the faithlefs Pilot fleers, 

Right to the land the glad Armada bears; 

But heavenly Love's fair Queenn, whofe watchful care 

Had ever been their guide, beheld .the fnarc. 

" 5»/ i«w4£w<V//i;>^««-When fpoke  the Arabic  language,   GAMA  was 
GAMA arrived in the Eaft, the Moors were obliged to employ them both as Pilots and 
the only people who engrofled the trade of Interpreters.    The circumftance now men- 
thofc parts.     Jealous of  fuch  formidable tioned  by Camoens is  an  hiftorical faft 
rivals  as the  Portuguefe,   they  emploved The  Moorifti  Pilot,   fays De Barros, in- 
cvery artifice to accomphm the definition tended to conduft the Portuguefe into Qui- 
of GAMA'S fleet, for they forcfaw the con- loa, telling them that place was inhabited 
fequences of his return to Portugal.    As the by Chriftians, but a fudden ftorm arifing, 

.Moors were acquainted with thefe fcas and drove the fleet from that more, where death 
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A fudden ftorm flie rais'd; Loud howl'd the blaft, 

The yard-arms rattled, and each groaning mail 

Bended beneath the weight.    Deep funk the prows, 

And creaking ropes the creaking ropes oppofe; 

In vain the Pilot would the fpeed reftrain, 

The Captain fliouts, the Sailors toil in vain; 

Aflope and gliding on the leeward fide 

The bounding veflels cut the roaring tide: 

Soon far they paft; and now the flacken'd fail 

Trembles and bellies to the gentle gale : 

Now many a league before the tempeft toft 

The treacherous Pilot fees his purpofe crofl: : 

Yet vengeful ftill, and ftill intent on guile, 

Behold, he cries, yon dim emerging ifle: 

There live the votaries of Mefliah's lore 

In faithful peace and friendfhip with the Moor. 

Yet all was falfe, for there Mefliah's name, 

Reviled and fcorn'd, was only known by fame. 

The groveling natives there, a brutal herd, 

The fenfual lore of Hagar's fon preferr'd. 

or flavery would have been the certain fate Moorifh Pilots who remained on board to be 
of GAMA and his companions. The villany examined by whipping,   who,   after fome 
of the Pilot was afterwards difcovcred.    As time,   made a  full  confeflion of their in- 
GAMA  was endeavouring to enter the port tended villany.    This difcovery greatly en- 
of Mombazc his (hip ftruck on a fand bank, couraged GAMA and his men, who now in- 
and finding their purpofe of bringing him tcr.pretcd the fudden ftorm which had driven 
into   the   harbour  defeated,   two   of  the them from Qtiiloa as a miraculous interpo- 
Moorifh Pilots leaped into the fca and fwam fitlon of the Divine Providence in their fa- 
amore. Alarmed at this tacit acknowledge- vour. 
ment  of guilt, GAMA  ordered two other 

With 
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With joy brave GAMA hears the artful tale, 

Bears to the harbour, and bids furl the fail. 

Yet watchful (till fair Love's celeftial Queen 

Prevents the danger with an hand unfeen; 

Nor pad the bar his ventrous vefTels guides, 

And fafe at anchor in the road he rides. 

Between the ifle and Ethiopia's land 

A narrow current laves each adverfe ftrand ; 

Clofe by the margin where the green tide flows, 

Full to the bay a lordly city rofe; 

With fervid blaze the glowing Evening pours 

Its purple fplendors o'er the lofty towers.; 

The lofty towers with milder luftre gleam, 

And gently tremble in the glafTy ftream. 

Here reign'd an hoary King of ancient fame; 

Mombaze the town, and fertile ifland's name. 

As when the Pilgrim, who with weary pace 

Through lonely waftes untrod by human race, 

For many a day difconfolate has ftray'd, 

The turf his bed, the wild-wood boughs his fliade, 

O'erjoy'd beholds the cheerful feats of men 

In grateful profpett rifing on his ken.: 

So GAMA joy'd, who many a dreary day 

Had trae'd the vaft, the lonefome watery way, 

"Had 
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Had feen new ftars, unkown to Europe, rife, 

And brav'd the horrors of the polar fkies: 

So joy'd his bounding heart, when proudly rear'd, 

The fplendid City o'er the wave appear'd, 

Where heaven's own lore, he trufted, was obey'd, 

And Holy Faith her facred rites difplay'd. 

And now fwift crowding through the horned bay 

The Moorifh barges wing'd their foamy way, 

To GAMA'S fleet with friendly fmiles they bore 

The choiceft products of their cultured fhore. 

But there fell rancour veil'd its ferpent-head, 

Though feftive rofes o'er the gifts were fpread. 

For Bacchus veil'd, in human fhape, was here, 

And pour'd his counfel in the Sovereign's ear. 

O piteous lot of Man's uncertain ftate! 

What woes on life's unhappy journey wait! 

When joyful hope would grafp its fond defire, 

The long-fought tranfports in the grafp expire. 

By fea what treacherous calms, what rufhing ftorms, 

And death attendant in a thoufand forms! 

By land what ftrife, what plots of fecret guile, 

How many a wound from many a treacherous fmile! 

O where fhall Man efcape his numerous foes, 

And reft his weary head in fafe repofe ! 

END   OF   THE   FIRST   BOOK. 

4i 





THE 

L    U     S     I    A    D. 

BOOK     II. 

THE fervent luftre of the evening ray 

Behind the weflern hills now died away, 

And night, afcending from the dim-brow'd eaft, 

The twilight gloom with deeper fhades increaft; 

When GAMA heard the creaking of the oar, 

And markt the white waves lengthening from the fhore; 
In many a fkiff the eager natives came, 

Their femblance friendship, but deceit their aim. 

And now by GAMA'S anchor'd fhips they ride, 

And, Hail illuftrious chief, their leader cried, 

Your fame already thefe our regions own, 

How your bold prows from worlds to us unknown 

G 2 Have 
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"Have braved the horrors of the fouthern main, 

Where florms and darknefs hold their endlefs reign, 

Whofe vvhelmy waves our weftward prows have barr'd 

From oldeft times, and ne'er before were dared 

By boldeft Leader: Earneft to behold 

The wondrous hero of a toil fo bold, 

To you the Sovereign of thefe iflands fends 

The holy vows of peace, and hails you friends. 

If friendfhip you accept, whate'er kind heaven 

In -various bounty to thefe mores has given, 

Whate'er your wants, your wants mail here fupply, 
And fafe in port your gallant fleet fhall lie ; 

Safe from the dangers of the faithlefs tide, 

And fudden burfting florms, by you untry'd j 

Yours every bounty of the fertile fhore, 

'Till balmy reft your wearied crew reftore. 

Or if your toils and ardent hopes demand 

The various treafures of the Indian ftrand, 

The fragrant cinnamon, the glowing clove, 

And ,all the riches of the fpicy grove; 

Or drugs of power the fever's rage to bound, 

Or give .foft langour to the fmarting wound i 

Or if the fplendor of the diamond's rays, 

The fapphire's azure, or the ruby's blaze, 

Jnvite your fails to .fearch the Eaftern world, 

Here-may thefe fails in happy hour be furlld : 

Kor 
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For here the fplendid treafures of the mine, 

And richeft offspring of the field combine- 

To give each boon that human want requires, 

And every gem that lofty pride defires; 

Then here, a potent King your generous friend, 

Here let your per'lous- toils and wandering fearches * end.- 

He faid: brave GAM A fmiles with heart fincere; 

And prays the herald to the king to bear 
The thanks of grateful-joy r but now, he cries, 

The black'ning evening veils the coaft and Ikies, 

And through thcfe rocks unknown forbids to fleer j 

Yet when the ftreaks of milky dawn appear 

Edging the eaftern wave with filver hore 

My ready prows fhall gladly point to fhore j 

Aflured of friendfhip, and a kind retreat, 
AfTured and proffer'd by a King fo great. 

Yet mindful ftill of what his hopes had cheer'd, 

That here his nation's holy fhrines were rear'd, 

1 After Gama   had  been  driven  from et aquis dulcibus. Utitur prscterea mira ca:- 
Quiloa by a fudden ftorm, the afluranccs of litempcrie. Homines vivunt admodum laute, 
the Mozambic pilot that the city was chiefly et domos more noftro xdificant.--- Mifit rex 
inhabited by Chriftians, ftrongly inclined nuncios, qui Gamam nomine illius faluta- 
him to  enter the harbour of  Mombaze; rent. . . . Aiunt  deindc   regioncm  illam 
" Nee ullum locum (fays Oforius) rnagis op- efle opulentiffimam,  earumque rerum om- 
portunum curandis atquc rcficiendis xgrotis nium pleniflimam, quarum gratia multi in 
pofle repcriri.      Jam co tempore bona pars Indiam navigabant.    Rcgcm ade& efle in 
eorum, qui cum Gama confeenderant, variis illos voluntate propenfum ut nihil eflet tarn, 
morbis confumpta fucrat, et qui evaferant, difficile, quod non fe eorum gratia fafturura 
erant gravi invaletudine debilitati  polliccretur."    Oforius Silvcnfis Epifc. de 
Tellus abundat fruftibus et oleribus, et fru- Rebus Emman. Regis Lufit. geftis. 
gibus, et pecorum et armentorum grcgibus, 

He 
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•He afks, if certain as the Pilot told, 

Meffiah's lore had flourifhed there of old, 

And flourifhed flill ? The Herald mark'd with joy 

The pious wifh, and watchful to decoy, 

Meffiah here, he cries, has altars more 

Than all the various fhrincs of other lore. 

O'erjoyed brave VASCO heard the pleafing tale, 

Yet fear'd that fraud its viper-fling might veil 

Beneath the glitter of a fhew fo fair, 

He half believes the talc; and arms againit .the fhare. 

s With GAMA failld a bold advent'rous band, 

Whofe headlong rage had urg'd the guilty hand: 

Stern Juftice for their crimes had afk'd their blood, 

And pale in chains condemn'd to death they flood j 

But fav'd by GAMA from the fhameful death, 

The b bread of peace had feal'd their plighted faith., 

b Erant  enim   in ca clafle decem ho- greateft   atonement  for their guilt which 
mines capite damnati, quibus fuerat ea lege men   in   their circumftances   could poffi- 
vita concefla, ut quibufcunque in locis  a bly  make.    Where  the  fubjeft  thus  ob- 
Gama relifti  fuiflent,   regiones luftrarent, trudes  the occafion, a fliort digreflion,  it 
hominumque mores et .inftjtuta  cognefce- is hoped, will be pardoned.   While every 
rent.    Ofor. feeling  breaft mull   be   pleafed  with  the 

During the reign of Emmanuel, and his wifdom and humanity of the Portuguefe mo- 
predeceflbr John 11. few criminals were exe- narchs, -indignation and regret mud rife on 
cuted in Portugal.    Thefe great and politi- the view of the prefent ftate of the penal 
cal princes employed the lives which were laws of England.    What multitudes every 
forfeited to the public in the moft dangerous year, in the prime of their life, end their 
undertakings of public utility.    In their fo- days by the hand of the executioner !   That 
reign expeditions the condemned criminals the Legiflature might devife means to make 
were fent upon the molt hazardous emer- the greateft part of thefe lives ufeful to fo- 
gencies.    If death was their fate, it was the ciery is a faft, which furcly cannot be dif- 
punimment they had merited : if fuccefsful puted ; though perhaps the remedy of an 

.in what was requited,   their crimes were evil fo mocking to humanity may be at 
expiated ; and often, as in the voyage of fome diftance. 
•.GAMA,   they rendered   their country  the 

The 
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The defolate coaft, when ordered, to explore, 

And dare each danger of the hoftile fhore : 

From this bold band he chofe the fubtleft two,. 

The port, the city, and its ftrength to view, 

To mark if fraud its fecret head betrayed, 

Or if the rites of heaven were there difplayed. 

With coftly gifts, as of their truth fecure,, 

The pledge that GAMA deem'd their faith was pure, 

Thefe two his Heralds to the King he fends : 

The faithlefs Moors depart as fmiling friends. 

Now thro' the wave they cut their foamy way, 

Their chearful fongs refounding through the bay :' 

And now on fhore the wondering natives greet, 

And fondly hail the ftrangers from the fleet. 

The prince their gifts with friendly vows receives, 

And joyful welcome to the Lufians gives j 

Where'er they pafs, the joyful tumult bends, 

And through the town the glad applaufe attends. 

But he whofe cheeks with youth immortal fhone, 

The God whofe wondrous birth two mothers own, 

Whofe rage had ftill the wandering fleet annoyed, 

Now in the town his guileful rage employed. 

A Chriftian prieft he feem'd; a fumptuous e fhrine 

He rear'd, and tended with the rites divine: 

c On it, the pitlure of that Jhape he plac't. In  tnefe lines, the beft of all Fanfhaw, 
In which the Holy Spirit did alight, the happy repetition " fo chafte, fo white," 
The pi (lure of the Dove, fo ivhite, fo chafe,       is a beauty which, though not contained in. 
On the blejl yirgirfs bead, fo chafe, fo white.       the original, the prefent tranflator was un- 

willing to lofe. 

O'er 
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O'er the fair altar waved the crofs on high, 

Upheld by angels leaning from the Iky; 

Defcending o'er the Virgin's facred head 

So white, fo pure, the Holy Spirit fpread 

The dove-like pictured wings, fo pure, fo white; 
And, hovering o'er the chofen twelve, alight 

The tongues of hallowed fire.    Amazed, oppreft, 

With facred awe their troubled looks confeft 

The infpiring Godhead, and the prophet's glow, 

"Which gave each language from their lips to flow. 

Where d thus the guileful Power his magic wrought 

DE GAMA'S heralds by the guides are brought: 

On bended knees low to the earth they fall, 

And to the Lord of heaven in tranfport call, 

While the feign'd Prieft awakes the cenfer's fire, 

And clouds of incenfe round the Jhrine afpire. 

With chearful welcome here, carefs'd, they ftay 

Till bright Aurora, meflenger of day, 

Walk'd forth; and .now .the fun's refplendent rays, 

Yet half emerging o'er the waters, blaze, 

When to the .fleet the Moorifli oars again 

Dafh the curl'd waves, and waft the guileful train : 

The lofty decks they mount.    With joy elate, 

Their friendly welcome at .the palace-gate, 

* See the Preface.   . 

The 
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The King's finccrity, the people's care, 

And treafures of the coafl the fpies declare: 

Nor paft untold what moft their joys infpired, 

What moft to hear the valiant chief defired, 

That their glad eyes had feen the rites divine, 

Their d country's worfhip, and the facred fhrine. 

The pleafing tale the joyful GAMA hears; 

Dark fraud no more his generous bofom fears : 

As friends fincere, himfelf fincere, he gives 

The hand of welcome, and the Moors receives. 

And now, as confcious of the deftin'd prey, 

The faithlefs race, with fmiles and geftures gay, 

Their fluffs forfaking, GAMA'S mips afcend, 

And deep to ftrike the treacherous blow attend. 

d When GAMA lay at anchor among the 
iflands of St. George, near to Mozambic, 
" there came three Ethiopians on board, 
(fays Faria y Sou/a) who, feeing St. Ga- 
briel painted on the poop, fell on their knees 
in token of their Chriftianity, which had 
been preached to them in the primitive 
times, though now corrupted." Barros, 
e. 4. and Caftaneda, 1. i. c. 9. report, that 
the Portuguefe found two or three Abyfli- 
nian Chnftians in the city of Mombaze, 
who had an oratory in their houfe. The 
following fhort account of the Chriftians of 
the Eaft may perhaps be acceptable. In 
the fouth parts of Malabar, about 200000 
of the inhabitants profefled Chriftianity be- 
fore the arrival of the Portuguefe. They 
called themfelves the Chriftians of Saint 
Thomas, by which apoftle their anccftors 
had been converted. For 1300 years they 
had'been under the Patriarch of Babylon, 
who appointed their Mctirant or archbifhop. 

Dr. Geddes, in his Hiftory of the Church 
of Malabar, relates, that Francifco Roz, a 
jefuit miffionary, complained to Menezes, 
the. Portuguefe archbifhop of-Goa, that 
when4 he ihewed thefe people an image of 
our Lady, they cried out. " Away with that 
filthinefs, we are Chriftians, and do not 
adore idols or pagods." 

Dom. Frey Ahixo de Mtntzts, archbifhop 
of Goa, did " endeavour to thruft upon 
the church of Malabar the whole mafs of 
popery, which they were before unacquainted 
with." To this purpofehe had engaged all 
the neighbouring princes to affift him, " and 
had fecured the major part of the priefts 
prefent, in all one hundred and fifty three, 
whereof two-thirds were ordained by him- 
felf, and made them abjure their old reli- 
gion, and fubfcribe the creed of pope Pius 
IV." Millar's Hiftory of tie Propag. of 
Chriftianity. 

H On 
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On more the truthlefs monarch arms his bands,. 

And for the fleet's approach impatient ftands; 

That foon as anchor'd in the port they rode 

Brave GAMA'S decks might reek, with, Lufian. blood t. 

Thus weening to revenge Mozambic's fate, 

And give full furfeit to the Moorifli hate; 

And. now. their bowfprits, bending to the bay; 

The joyful crew the ponderous anchors weigh, 

Their fliouts the while, refounding.    To the gale 

' With eager hands they fpread the fore-maft faiL 

But Love's fair Queen the fecret fraud- beheld :. 

Swift as an arrow o-'er the battle-field, 

From heaven me darted to the watery plain, 

And call'd the fea-born nymphy, a lovely train,„ 

From Nereus fprung"; the ready nymphs obey, 

Proud e of her kindred birth,, and own. her fwap 

. ' PreuJ'of h'tr kindred birth—The French* which flowed" from die diThonefl wcund of?" 
franflator has the following note on   this Saturn ; he  carries  his views  higher; his. 
place, " Cet eridroit eft- Tun de ceux qui Venus is from a fable more noble. Nigidius 
montrent combien l'Auteur eft habile dans relates, that two fifties one day conveyed an? 
b mythologies et en • raeme tems combien egg to the fea fhore: This egg was hatched 
de penetration fon-allegoric demande.   II by two pigeons whiter than fnow,. and gave 
y a  bien. pen de gcns„quL  cm lifaht ici,. birth to. the Affyrian Venus,, which, in the 
&c. This is one of the places which Eagarr theology-,.'is the fame with the cclef- 
difcover our Author's intimate acquaintance rial .- She inftrafted mankind in Religion, 
with Mythology, and at the fame time how gave them the lcfTons of virtue and the laws 
mucrr. attention>his allegory requires.. Many. of equity.    Jupiter,.in reward of her  Ia- 
ieadersron-findingthattheproteftrefsof the bours,, prom i fed to grant her whatever fhe 
luufians fprung from* the fea, would be apt dcfired.    She prayed him to give iminorta- 
to exclaim,. Behold,, the birth, of the tcr,- lity to the two fifties, who had been inftru- 
reu"riai,Venu&! How can- a nativity fo in- mental in her birth, and the fifhes were ac- 
famous- be-afcribed to the celeftial Venus,,. cordin^Iy placed inrthe Zodiac. ....... 
•%-ho-reprefents. Religion?   lanfwer, that This fable agrees perfectly with Religion,. 
Camoens had, not his- eye orrthofe fables,, as I could clearly fhew ; but I think it more 
Tkhicfo derive the- birtrr of Venus from the- proper to leave to the ingenious reader the- 
SSKR a£ the waves,, mixed with. the. blood, pleafure of tracing the allegory J* Thus the 

grava.- 
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She tells what ruin threats her fav'rite race; 

^Unwonted ardour glows on every face.j 

■With keen rapidity .they bound away, 

<Dafh'd by their filver limbs, the billows grey 

iFpam round: Fair Doto, fir'd with rage divine, 

Darts through.the wave, and onward o'er the brine 

The ' lovely Nyfe and Nerine fpring 

With all the vehemence and fpeed of wing. 

'.The curving billows to their breafts divide 

J\.nd give a yielding paffage through the tide. 

•grave Caftera.—Befides the above, Mytho- 
logy gives two other accounts of the origin of 
the fign Pifces. When Venus and Cupid fled 

?-from the- rage of Typhon, they were faved 
-. by two fifties, who carried them over the 
river Euphrates. The fifties, in return, were 

^placed in the Zodiac.    Another fable fays, 
that  that favour was obtained by Neptune 
for the two Dolphins, who'firft brought him 

"his beloved Amphitrite. This variety in 
"the Pagan Mythology is, at leaft, -a proof 
mat the allegory or a Poet ougnt not, witn- 

• out full examination, to be -condemned on 
the appearance of inconfiftency. 

' Doto, Nj/t,   and Nerine Cloto, -or 
'Clotho, as Caftera obferves, has by fome 
'error crept into almoft all the Portnguefe 
editions of the Lufiad. Clotho was one of 

"the Fates, and neither Hefiod, Homer, nor 
'Virgil have given -fiich a name to any of the 
•Nereides; but in the ninth Eneid Doto is 

-mentioned, 
——— Magnique jubebo 

JEquoris efifc Deas, qualis Herein Dcto 
Et Galatea fecat fpumantem peelore pint urn. 

The Nereides, in the Lufiad;-fays Caftera, 
•are the virtues divine and human. In the 
.iirft book they accompany the Portuguefe 
'fleet ; 

1 Before the bounding prows 
'tT.he lovely, forms of fea-born nymphs arofe. 

" And without doubt, fays'he, this allegory, 
in a lively manner, reprefents the condi- 
tion of mankind. The virtues languifti in 
repofe; adverfities animate and awake them. 
The fleet failing before a favourable wind 
is followed by the Nereides, but the Ne- 
reides are Scattered about in the fea. When 
danger becomes "imminent, Venus, or Re- 
ligion,aflembles them to its fafety." What- 
ever the reader may think of the intention 

• of Camoens, there is undoubtedly a pretti- 
nefs m this explication. The following part 
is indeed highly pedantic. '* Doto, continues 

•■■Caltera, is derived from the verb Aibvfu, I 
give. According to this etymology Doto is 
Charity. Nyfe is Hope, and Nerine Faith. 
For the name Nyfe comes from N/«, I 
fwim. For the aftion of Hope agrees with 
that of fwimniing, and is the fymbol of it. 
Nerine is a term compofed of »(r i?, an old 
word, which lignifies the nuaters of the fea, 
and of f!'m, a file ; as if one ftiould fay, the 
file ofthefea-ivalers, a myfterious expreffion, 
applicable to Faith, which is the file of our 
foul, and which is rendered perfeft by the 
water of baptifm." Our French Tranflator 
wifely adds, that perhaps fome perfons may 
defpife this etymology, but that for his part, 
he is unwilling to rcjettir, ^ it tends to un- 
ravel the allegory of his author. 

•HJ2 With 
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With furious fpeed the Goddefs rufh'd before, 

Her beauteous form a joyful Triton bore, 

Whofe eager face with glowing rapture fired, 

Betray'd the pride which fuch a tafk infpired. 

And now arriv'd, where to the whittling wind 

The warlike Navy's bending mafts reclin'd, 

As through the billows rufti'd the fpeedy prows, 

The nymphs dividing, each her ftation chofe. 

Againft the Leader's prow, her lovely breafl: 

With more than mortal force the Goddefs preft; 

The fhip recoiling trembles on the tide, 

The' nymphs in help pour round on every fide, 

From the dread bar the threaten'd keels to fave j ^ 

The fhip bounds up, half lifted from the wave, I 

And trembling, hovers o'er the watry grave. J 

As when alarm'd, to fave the hoarded grain, 

The care-earn'd ftore for Winter's dreary reign, 

So toil, fo tug, fo pant, the labouring Emmet train. 

So toil'd the Nymphs, and ftrain'd their panting force 

To turn E the Navy from its fatal courfe: 

Back, back the fhip recedes; in vain the crew 

With fhouts on fhouts their various toils renew •, 

In vain each nerve, each nautic art they ftrain, 

And the rough wind diftends the fail in vain: 

* Imitated from VirgIL 
Cymcthoe Jimul, it Tritcn ednixus acute 

Detrudunt navts fcepuk,———-— Vine. En. I. 

1 

Enraged, 
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Enraged, the Sailors fee their labours croft; 

From fide to fide the reeling helm is toft; 

High on the poop the fkilful mafter ftands ; 

Sudden he fhrieks aloud, and fpreads his hands. 

A lurking rock its dreadful rifts betrays, 

And right before the prow its ridge difplays ; 

Loud fhrieks of horror from the yard-arms rife, 

And a dire general yell invades the fkies. 

The Moors ftart, fear-ftruck, at the horrid found, 

As if the rage of combat roar'd around. 

Pale are their lips, each look in wild amaze 

The horror of detected guilt betrays. 

Pierc'd by the glance of GAMA'S awful eyes 

The confcious Pilot quits the helm and flies, 

From the high deck he plunges in the brine; 

His mates their fafety to the waves confign; 

Dafli'd by their plunging falls on every fide 

Foams and boils up around the rolling tide. 

Thus h the hoarfe tenants of the fylvan lake, 

A Lycian race of old, to flight betake, 

h Latona, fays the fafcle, flying from the 
ferpent Python, and faint with thirft, came 
to a pond, where fome Lycian peaf&nts were 
cutting the bulrufhes. In revenge of the in- 
fults which they offered her in preventing 
her to drink, (he changed them into frogs. 
This fable, fays Caftera, like almoft all the 
reft, is drawn from hiftory. Philoconis, as 
■cited by Boccace, relates, that the Rhodians 
having declared war againft -the Lycians, 
■were a (lifted by fome troops from Delos, 
lyift carried the image -of Latona on their 

ttandards. A detachment of thefe going to 
drink at a lake in Lycia, a croud of pca- 
fants endeavoured to prevent diem. An en- 
■counter enfued ', the pcafants fled to the lake 
for fhelter, and were there flam. Some 
months afterwards their companions came ia 
fearch of their corpfes, and finding an un- 
ufual quantity of frogs, imagined, according 
to the fuperftition oftheir age, that the fouls 
■of their friends-appeared to them undcrthai 
metamorphofis. • 

Is it allowable in Epic Poetry to introduce 
a. com- 
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At every-found they dread Latona's hate, 

And doubled vengeance of their former fate j 

All Hidden plunging leave the margin green, 

And but their heads above the pool are feen. 

So plung'd the Moors, when, horrid to behold ! 

From the bar'd rock's dread jaws the billows.roll'd, 

Opening in inftant fate the fleet to whelm. 

When ready VASCO caught the flaggering helm.: 

Swift as his lofty voice refounds aloud 

The ponderous anchors dafh the whitening flood, 

And round his veffel, nodding o'er the tide, 

.His other fhips, bound bystheir anchors, ride. 

And now revolving in his piercing.thought 

Thefe various fcenes with hidden import fraught; 

a comparifon taken from a low image ? This 
is a queftion which has exercifed the abilities 
of Critics and Tranflators, till criticifm has 
degenerated into trifling, and learning into pe- 
dantry. To fome it may perhaps appear need- 
lefs to vindicate Camoens, in a point wherein 
he is fupported by the authority of Homer 
and Virgil. Yet as many readers arc infefted 
with the fang froid of .a Boflii or a Perrault, 
an obfervation in defence of our Poet cannot 

■ be thought impertinent. If we examine the 
fineft eftufionsof geniu3, we (hall:find, that 
the moft genuine poetical feeling has often 
di&ated thofe fimilies which are drawn from 
familiar and low objetts. The Sacred Wri- 
ters, and the greateft Poets of every nation, 

'have ufed them. We may therefore con- 
clude, that the criticifm which condemns 
them is a refinement not founded on Nature. 
But, allowing them admiflible, it muft be 

vcbierved, that to render them pleafing re- 

quires a peculiar happinefs and delicacy of 
management. When the Poet attains this 
indifpenfible point, he gives a linking proof 
of his elegance, and of his mafterflrip in his 
art. That the fimilies of the Emmets and 
of the Frogs in Camoens are happily ex- 
prcflbd and applied, is indifputable. In 
that of the Frogs there is a peculiar proprie- 
ty, both in the comparifon ltfelf, and in the 
allufion to the fable ; as it was the intent of 
the Poet to reprefent not only the flight, 
but the bafenefs of the Moors. The fimilie 
he fcems to have copied from Dante, Inf. 
.Cant. 9. 

Come It rane innanxi a la ncmica 
Bifcia per Vaequafi dilrguan' tuttt 
Fin cbe a la terra ciafcuna s'abtica. 

And Cant. z2. 
E come a Porto de I'acjua d'unfojb 
Stan' li ranoccbi pur col mujo fuori 
Sr ebe telano i fiedi, e Vahro grpjfo. 

The 
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The boaflful Pilot's felf-accufing flight, 

The former treafon of the Moorifli fpight -t 

How to the fatal rock the furious wind, 

The rufhing current, and their art combin'd j 

Yet though the groaning blafl the canvas fwell'd, 

Some wondrous caufe, unknown, their fpeed witheld: 

Amaz'd, with hands high rais'd, and fparkling eyes, 

A ' miracle ! the raptur'd GAMA cries, 

A miracle! O hail, thou facred fign, 

Thou pledge illuftrious of the Care Divine. 

Ah ! fraudful Malice ! how fliall Wifdom's care 

Efcape the poifon of thy gilded mare ! 

.  The front of honefty, the faintly fliew, 

The fmile of friendfhip,. and the holy vow j 

All, all conjoin'd our eafy faith to gain,, 

To whelm us, fhipwreck'd, in the ruthlefs main j 

1 Oforius gives the following account of quenfes gubematores mctu repentino per- 
this adventure.    Talking of the two Exiles. culfi, fc prxcipites in mare dejiciunt, et ad 
whom Gama had fent on fhore ; Rex l«t* lintrcs quafdam, qusnon procul abcrat, nan- 
et hilari fronte exules acccpit, imperavitque do  confugiunt At Gama magnis vo- 
domeflicis fuis, ut illis urbis fitum ct pul- cibus ad eos, qui in lintribus erant, incla- 
chritudinem demonftrarent.    Ubi vero re- mavit, ut fibi /uos gubematores redderent: 
verfi  funt.   Rex multa aromatum genera, at  illi clamores illius afpernati, gubcrna- 
qux ex India deportari folcnt, illis cftentat, tores in terram expofuerunt.     Hie Gama 
et quantulurn vifum eft donat,  ut  Gams cum et conjeftura, et aliquo ctiam Arabis 
monftrare P°»<-nt, et admonere, quanto cfTet gubcrnatoris indicio, et multis pneterea fig- 
utilius  apud Regem   amicum rein gercre, nis,  perfpexiflct  e quanto periculo  fuiffet 
quamvitatn tarn penculofx navigation! com- auxilio divino liberatus,   manas in ccclum 

•    ml"cr£    Cu™ hls mandatis redeunt exules fuftulit.    Barros and Caftancda, in relating 
inclaflem,   Gama minfice Status eft,   ct this part of the voyage of Gama, fav, that 
poftndie anchorai tolli jubet, ct naves propc the fleet, juft as they were entering t'he port 
urbem confhtui. Cum vcrd illius navis aeftus of Mombafla were driven back, as it were, 
incitati vi celenus, quam commodum eflct, by an inviiiblc hand,    liy a fubfequent now 
mvehcretur, timens llle nc in vadum incide- it will appear, that the fafety of the Ar- 
ret, vela contrahere et anchoras demittere mada depended upon this circumftance. 
confeftim juffit Quo facto Mozambi- 

But 
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But where our prudence no deceit could fpy, 

There, heavenly Guardian, there thy watchful eye 

Beheld our danger: ftill, O ftill prevent, 

Where human forefight fails, the dire intent, 

The lurking treafon of the fmiling foe ; 

And let our toils, our days of lengthening woe, 

Our weary wanderings end.    If ftill for thee, 

To fpread thy rites, our toils and vows agree, 

On India's ftrand thy facred fhrines to rear, 

Oh, let fome friendly land of reft appear: 

If for thine honour we thefe toils have dar'd, 

Thefe toils let India's long-fought fhore reward. 

So fpoke the Chief: the pious accents move 

The gentle bofom of Celeftial Love: 

The beauteous Queen to heaven now darts away j 

In vain the weeping nymphs implore her ftay : 

Behind her now, the morning ftar fhe leaves, 

And the fc fixth heaven her lovely form receives. 

Her radiant eyes fuch living fplendors eaft, 

The fparkling ftars were brighten'd as fhe paft; 

The frozen pole with fudden ftreamlets flow'd, 

And as the burning zone with fervor glow'd. 

k As the planet of Jupiter b in the futh heaven, the Author has with propriety there 
placed the throne of that God.   C. 

And 
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And now confeft before the throne of Jove, 

In all her charms appears the queen of Love : 

Flufh'd by the ardour of her rapid flight 

Through fields of aether and the realms of light, 

Bright as the bluihes of the rofeate morn, 

New blooming tints her glowing cheeks adorn; 

And all that pride of beauteous grace me wore, 

As ' when in Ida's bower me ftood of yore, 

When every charm and every hope of joy 

Enraptured and allured the Trojan boy. 

Ah! a had that hunter, whofe unhappy fate 

The human vifage loft by Dian's hate, 

' fentend: Its eenfeurs, fays Caftera, ft 
recrier que cet endroit-ci tie cotrvient nulh- 
mtnt a la Venus celefie. • I am aware of 
the objection, that this paffage is by no 
means applicable to the celcftial Venus. I 
anfweroncc for all, that the names and ad- 
ventures of the Pagan Divinities are fo 
blended and uncertain in Mythology, that a 
Poet is at great liberty to adapt them to his 
allegory as he pleafes. Even the fables, 
which, to thofe who penetrate no deeper 
than the Rhind, may appear as profane, 
even thefe contain hiftorical, phyfical, and 
moral truths, which fully atone for the feem- 
ing licencioufnefs of the letter. I could 
prove this in many inftanccs, but let the pre- 
fent fuffice. Paris, fon of Priam, king of 
Troy, fpent his firft years as a fhepherd in 
the country. At this time Juno, Minerva, 
and Venus difputed for the apple of gold, 
which was deftincd to be given to the moll 
beautiful goddefs. They confented that Paris 
mould be their judge. His equity claimed 
this honour. He faw them all naked. Juno 
promifed him riches, Minerva the fciences, 
but he decided in favour of Venns, who pro- 

mifed him the pofleflion of the moft beau- 
ful woman. What a ray of light is con- 
tained in this philofophical fable ! Parii 
reprcfents a ftudious man, who, in the filence 
of folitudc, feeks the fupremc good. Juno 
is the emblem of riches and dignities, Mi- 
nerva, that of the fciences purely human, 
Venus is that of Religion, which contains 
the fciences both human and divine ; the 
charming female, which (he promifes to the 
Trojan fhepherd, is that Divine Wifdom 
which gives tranquillity of heart. A Judge 
fo philofophical as Paris would not hefitate 
a moment to whom to give the apple of gold. 
Thus Caftera. The above may likewife ferve 
as a comment on the pafiage in the firft 
book.    See pag. 16,1. c. 

m " The allegory of Camocns is here ob- 
vious. If Afteon, and the (laves of their 
violent paffions could difcover the beauties 
of true religion, they would be aflonilhed 
and reclaimed ; according to the exprefEon 
of Seneca, " Si virtus cerni pofTet oculis 
corporeis, omnes ad amorcm fuum pelli-' 
ceret."    Caftera. 

Had 
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Had he beheld this fairer goddefs move 

Not hounds had flain him, .but the fires of love. 

Adown her neck, more white than virgin fnow, 

Of fofteft hue the golden treffes flow; 

Her heaving breafts of purer, fofter white, 

Than fnow hills gliftening in the moon's pale light,. 

Except where covered by the fafli, were bare, 

And " Love, unfeen, fmil'd foft, and panted there: 

Nor lefs the zone the god's fond zeal employs, 

The zone awakes the flames of fecret joys. 

As ivy tendrils round her limbs divine 

Their fpreading arms the young defires entwine; 

Below her waift, and quivering on the gale, 

Of thinneft texture, flows the filken veil: 

n " That is Divine Love, which always 
accompanies Religion. Behold how our 
Author infinuates the excellence of his mo- 
ral !"    Caftera. 

As the French Translator has acknow- 
ledged, there is no doubt but feveral Readers 
will be apt to decry this allegorical interpre- 
tation of the machinery of Camoens. In- 
deed there is nothing more eafy for a fancy- 
ful genius, than to difcover a fyltem of alle- 
gory in the fimpleft narrative. The reign 
of Henry V1I1. is as fufceptiblc of it as any 
fable in the heathen Mythology. Nay, per- 
haps, more fo. Under the names of Henry, 
More, Wolfey, Cromwell, Pole, Cranmer, 
&c. all the war of the paffions, with their 
different cataltrophes, might be delineated. 
But though it may be eafy to find a meta- 
phorical meaning, which was never intend- 
ed by the Author, in what manner the 
Poets of the two lall centuries adopted the 

ufe of allegory, is the queflion at prefent to 
be confidered. Though it may be difficult 
to determine how far, yet one may venture 
to affirm, that Homer and Virgil fometimes 

. allcgorifcd. The poets, however, who 
wrote on the revival of letters, have left us 
in no doubt; we have their own authority 
for it, that their machinery is allegorical. 
Not only the Pagan Deities, but the more 
modern adventures of enchantment were ufed 
by them to delineate the affections ; and the 
trials and rewards of the virtues and vices. 
Taffo publifhed a trcatife to prove that his 
Giemfalemmt Libcrata is no other than the 
ChrilUan fpiritual warfare. And Camoens, 
as obferved in the preface, has twice afl'ert- 
ed, that his machinery is allegorical. The 
Poet's afTertion, and the tafte of the age in 
which he wrote, fufficicntly vindicate the 
Endeavour to unravel and explain the alle- 
gory of the Lufiad. 

(Ah 
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(Ah! where the lucid curtain dimly fhows, 

With doubled fires the roving fancy glows !) 

The hand of modefty the foldings threw, 

Nor all conceal'd, nor all was given to view; 

Yet her deep grief her lovely face betrays, 

Though on her cheek the foft fmile faultering plays. 

All heaven was rriov'd—as when fome damfel coy, 

Hurt by the rudenefs of the amorous boy, 

Offended chides and fmiles; with angry mien 

Thus mixt with fmiles, advanc'd the plaintive queen; 

And • thus:   O Thunderer ! O potent Sire I 

Shall I in vain thy kind regard require! 

Alas ! and cherifli ftill the fond deceit, 

That yet on me thy kindeft fmiles await. 

Ah heaven ! and muft that valour which I love 

Awake the vengeance and the rage of Jove ! 

Yet mov'd with pity for my fav'rite race 

I fpeak, though frowning on thine awful face, 

I mark the tenor of the dread decree, 

That to thy wrath configns my fons and me. 

Yes! let ftern Bacchus blefs thy partial care, 

His be the triumph, and be mine defpair. 

The bold advent'rous fons of Tajo's clime 

I loved alas! that love is now their crime: 

• The following fpeech of Venus and the      the firft Eneid, and do great honour to the 
reply of Jupiter, « a fine imitation from      Claffical tafte of the Portuguefe Poet. 

j2 O happy 
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O happy they, and profp'rous gales their.fate, 

Had I purfued them with relentlefs hate ! 

Yes ! let my woeful fighs in vain implore, 

Yes! let them perifli on fome barb'rous more, 

For I have loved them—Here, the fwelling figh 

And pearly tear-drop rufhing in her eye, 

As morning dew hangs trembling on the rofe, 

Though fond to fpeak, her further fpeech oppofe— 

Her lips, then moving, as the paufe of woe 

Were now to give the voice of grief to flow; 

When kindled by thofe charms, whofe woes might move, 

And melt the prowling Tyger's rage to love, 

The thundering God her weeping forrows ey'd, 

And fudden threw his awful ftate afide: 

With p that mild look which frills the driving ftorm, 

When black roll'd clouds the face of heaven deform j. 

With that mild vifage and benignant mien 

Which to the iky reftores the blue ferene, 

Her fnowy neck and glowing cheek he preft, 

And wip'd her tears, and clafp'd her to his breaft j 

Yet (lie, ftill fighing, dropt the trickling tear, 

As the chid nurfling, mov'd with pride and fear, 

f -Imitated from ViRc.'En I. 
Olli fubridens bominum fator atqut Deerum, 
t'ultu, quo cerium tempeflatefqueferenat, 
O/iula libaiiit nata. 

Still 
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Still fighs and moans, though fondled and careft; 

Till thus great Jove the Fates' decrees confeft: 

O thou, my daughter, ftill belov'd as fair, 

Vain are thy fears, thy heroes claim my care: 

No power of gods could e'er my heart incline, 

Like one fond fmile, one powerful tear of thine. 

Wide o'er the eaftern mores (halt thou behold 

Thy flags far dreaming, and thy thunders rolFd; 

Where nobler triumphs mail thy nation crown, 

Than thofe of Roman or of Greek renown. 

If by mine aid the fapient Greek could brave 

Th' Ogycian feas, nor < fink a deathlefs flave; 

If through th' Illyrian (helves Antenor bore, 

Till fafe he landed on Timavus' fhore; 

If, by his fate, the pious Trojan led, 
Safe through Charibdis' ' barking whirlpools fped: 

Shall thy bold Heroes, by my care difclaim'd, 

Be left to perifh, who, to worlds unnam'd 

By vaunting Rome, purfue their dauntlcfs way ? 

No—foon (halt thou with ravifh'd eyes furvey, 

From ftream to dream their lofty cities fpread, 

And their proud turrets rear the warlike head: 

* i. e. The flave of Calypfo, who offered       ' fub aniro 
Ulyffes immortality on condition he wculd Sejl!am,tt catnltiseksfibus rtfonantiafaxa. 
Hve with her YIRG. En. III. 

The 
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The ftern-brow'd Turk fhall bend the fuppliant knee, 

And Indian Moharchs, now fecure and free, 

Beneath thy potent Monarch's yoke fhall bend, 

And thy juft Laws, wide o'er the Eaft, extend. 

Thy Chief, who now in Error's circling maze, 

For India's fhore through fhelves and tempefts ftrays; 

Thy chief (halt thou behold, with lordly pride, 

O'er Neptune's trembling realm triumphant ride. 

O wondrous fate ! when not a breathing ' gale 

Shall curl the billows, or diftend the fail, 

The waves fhall boil and tremble, aw'd with dread, 

And own the terror o'er their empire fpr'ead. 

That barb'rous coaft, with various ftreams fupplied, 

Which, to his wants, the fountain's gifts deny'd 5 

That coaft fhalt thou behold his Port fupply, 

Where oft thy weary fleets in reft fhall lie. 

Each fhore which weav'd for him the fnares of death, 

To him thefe fhores fhall pledge their offerr'd faith ; 

To him their haughty Lords fhall lowly bend, 

And yield him tribute for the name of friend. 

' After the Portuguefe had made great 
conqucfts in India, Gama had the honour to 
be appointed Viceroy. In 1524, when fail- 
ing thither to take pofleffion of his govern- 
ment, his fleet was fo becalmed on the coaft 
Cambaya, that the fliips ftood motionlefs 
on the water, when 'in an inftant, without 
the lcaft change of the weather, the waves 
were ftiakcn with a violent agitation, like 
trembling.    The (hips were toffed about, 

The failors were terrified, and in the utm'oft 
confufion, thinking thcmfclves loft. When 
Gama, perceiving it to be the efTcft of an 
earthquake, with his wonted heroifm and 
prudence, exclaimed, «« Of ivhat are you 
afraid ? 'Do you ntt fee honjj tre Ocean 
trembles under its Sovereigns /" Barros, 
L. 9. C. 1. and Faria, C 9. who fays, 
that fuch as lay fick of fevers were cured 
by the fright. 

The 
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The Red-fea wave fhall darken in the fliade 

Of thy broad fails in frequent pomp difplay'd $ 

Thine eyes fhall fee the golden Ormuz' fhore, 

Twice thine, twice conquered, while the furious Moor, 

Amazed, fhall view his arrows backward ' driven, 

Showered on his legions by the hand of heaven. 

Though twice affailed by many a vengeful band, 

Unconquered ftill fhall Dio's ramparts ftand, 

Such prowefs there fhall raife the Lufian name 

That Mars fhall tremble for his blighted famej 

There fhall the Moors blafpheming fink in death, 

And curfe their prophet with their parting breath. 

Where Goa's warlike ramparts frown on high, 

Pleas'd fhalt thou fee thy Lufian banners fly j 

The Pagan tribes in chains fhall crowd her gate, 

While fhe fublime fhall tower- in royal ftate, 

The fatal fcourge, the dread of all who dare 

Againft thy fons to plan the future war. 

Though few thy troops who Conanour fuftain, 

The foe, though numerous, fhall aflault in vain. 

Great Calicut, for potent hofts renown'd, 

By Lifbon's fons aflail'd fhall ftrcw the ground: 

' Both  Barros and Caftancda relate this wind the arrows of the latter were drive- 
faft.    Albuquerlc, during the  war of Or- back upon themfelvcs,  whereby many o 
muz,   having given battle to the Perfians their troops were wounded, 
and 'Moors,   by   the violence of a fudden 

By 
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By Cochin's walls, againft whole troops of foes, 

Shall one brave Lufian his proud breaft oppofe: 

Ne'er did the lyre refound a hero's name 

More brave, more worthy of immortal fame. 

When ' blackening broad and far o'er Actium's tide 

Auguftus' fleets the flave of love defy'd, 

When that fallen Hero to the combat led 

The braveft troops in Baclrian Scythia bred, 

With Afian legion's, and, his fhameful bane, 

The Egyptian Queen attendant in the train ; 

Though Mars raged high, and all his fury pour'd, 

Till with the ftorm the boiling furges roar'd, 

Yet fhall thine eyes more dreadful fcenes behold, 

On burning furges burning furges roll'd, 

The meets of fire far billowing o'er the brine, 

While I my thunder to thy fons refign. 

Thus many a fea fhall blaze, and many a fhore 

Refound the horror of the combat's roar, 

While thy bold prows triumphant ride .along 

gy trembling China to the ifles unfung 

' Hinc ope barlarha •uarii/^ue Antoniut Alt a pttunt: pelago credas innarc revul/as 
armis Cyclada ■, aut monies encurrtrc montibus altos: 

Viflor, ab Aurora populis & lit ore rubro Tanta mcle -viri turrit is puppibus infiant. 
jEgyptum,  <virefque Orientis, & ultima fe- Stupeajlamma manu, teliftue volatile ftrrum 

cum Spargitur : arva nova Neptunia cade rubef- 
\aOra <vebit : fequiturque   nefas ! JEgvptia euttt, 

conjux. ficxrit media in eertamine Mavors. 
Una omnes rutre,  ac totum fpumare reduflis VlRG. JE.K. VIII. 
Ctwvulfum remis rofirifquc tridentibus itjuor. 

By 
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By ancient bard, by ancient chief unknown, 

Till Ocean's utmoft fliore thy bondage own. 

Thus from the Ganges to the Gadian ftrand, 

From the moft northern wave to fouthmoft land ; 

That land which firft, the Lufian fhame and u pride, 

The brave neglected Magalhaens defciyed, 

From all that Vaft, though crown'd with heroes old, 

Who with the gods were demi-gods enroll'd : 

From all that Vaft no equal heroes fliine 

To match in arms, O lovely daughter, thine. 

So fpake the awful Ruler of the flcies, 

And Maia's fon fwift at his mandate flies : 
His charge, from treafon and Mombafia's king 

The weary fleet to friendly port to bring, 

And while in fleep the brave DE GAMA lay, 

To warn, and fair the fliore of reft difplay. 

Fleet through the yielding air Cyllenius glides, 

As to the light, the nimble air divides. 

The myftic helmet on his head he wore, 

And in his right the fatal rod he w bore; 

The Lufian Jbame- and pride.— Magal- at this day are of the utmoft value to the 
haens,   a  moft celebrated navigator.    Ne- Spanifh Empire.    Of this hero fee further, 
glefted   by   Emmanuel    king   of   Portu- X. Lufiad, in the notes, 
gal,   he offered  his   fervice   to   the king w Turn  virgam  capit:   hac   ammas  tile 
of   Spain,   under   whom   he made   moft rveeat Oreo 
important   difcoveries   round   the   Straits, Pall en/a,  alias fub trijlia Tartara mittit, 
which bear his name, and in the back parts Datfomnot   adimHqut, fcf lumina tnorte re- 
of South  America;   acquirements,   which f'i"«t. Vmc. JEK.IV- 

K That 
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That rod, of power to wake the filent dead, 

Or o'er the lids of care foft {lumbers fhed. 

And now, attended by the herald Fame, 

To fair Melinda's gate conceal'd he came; 

And foon loud Rumour ecchoed through the town, 

How from the weftern world, from waves unknown,. 

A noble band had reach'd the ^Ethiop fhore, 

Through feas and dangers never dared before: 

The godlike dread attempt their wonder fires, 

Their generous wonder fond regard infpires, 

And all the city glows their aid to give, 

To view the heroes,, and their wants relieve. 

'Twas now the folemn hour when midnight reigns,. 

And dimly twinkling o'er the ethereal plains 

The ftarry hoft, by gloomy filence led, 

O'er earth and fea a glimmering palencfs fhed; 

When to the fleet, which hemm'd with dangers lay,. 

The filver-wing'd Cyllenius darts away. 

Each care was now in foft oblivion fteep'd, 

The Watch alone accuftom'd vigils kept; 

E'en GAMA, wearied by the day's alarms, 

Forgets his cares, reclined in {lumber's arms. 

Scarce had he clofed his careful eyes in reft, 

When Maia's fon in vifion flood confeft : 

And fly, he cried, O Lufitanian, fly} 

Here guile and treafon every nerve apply : 
An 
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An impious king for thee the toil prepares, 

An impious people weave a thoufand fnares: 

Oh fly thefe fhores, unfurl the gather'd fail, 

Lo, heaven, thy guide, commands the rifing gale. 

Hark, loud it nifties, fee, the gentle tide 

Invites thy prows; the winds thy lingering chide. 

Here fuch dire welcome is for thee prepared 

As x Diomed's unhappy ftrangers fhared; 

His haplefs guefts at filent midnight bled, 

On their torn limbs his fnorting courfers fed. 

Oh fly, or here with ftrangers' blood imbrew'd 

Bufiris' altars thou (halt find renew'd: 

Amidft his flaughter'd guefts his altars flood 

Obfcene with gore, and bark'd with human blood : 

Then thou, beloved of heaven, my counfel hear; 

Right by the coaft thine onward journey fleer, 

Till where the fun of noon no fliade begets, 

But day with night in equal tenor fets. 

A Sovereign there, of generous faith unftain'd, 

With ancient bounty, and with joy unfeign'd 

Your glad arrival on his fhore fhall greet, 

And foothe with every care your weary fleet. 

1 Diomede, a tyrant of Thrace, who fed Hercules vanquifhed both thefe tyrants, and 
his horfes with human flefh ; a thing, fays put them to the fame punimments which 
the grave Caftera, prefque incrcyablc, almoft their cruelty had inflifted on others.    Ifo- 
incredible.    Bufiris, was a king of Egypt, crates compofed an  oration in honour of 
who facrificed ftrangers. Bufiris ; a mafterly example of Attic raillery 

Sluh-ilhudati ntfiit Buf.riJi, era, ? and Cadre.    To this Caftera wifely appeal, 
VIRG. GEOR.iii. to prove the truth ofthehiftory of that tyrant. 

' K 2 And 
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And when again for India's golden ftrand 

Before the profperous gale your fails expand,. 

A fkilful Pilot oft in danger try'd, 

Of heart fincere, fhall prove your faithful guide- 

Thus Hermes fpoke, and as his flight he takes. 

Melting in ambient air, DE GAM A wakes. 

Chill'd with amaze he flood, when through the night 

With fudden ray appear'd the burfting light] 

The winds loud whizzing through the cordage figh'd, 

Spread, fpread the fail, the raptured VASCO cried; 

Aloft, aloft, this, this the gale of heaven, 

By heaven our guide, th' aufpicious fign is given ; 

Mine eyes beheld the mefTenger divine, 

O fly, he cried, and gave the favouring fign, 

Here treafon lurks. Swift as the Captain fpake 

The mariners fpring bounding to the deck, 

And now with fliouts far-ecchoing o'er the fea, 

Proud of their flrength the ponderous anchors weigh. 

When r heaven again its guardian care difplay'd; 

Above the wave rofe many a Moorifh head,. 

Conceal'd by night they gently fwam along, 

And with their weapons fawed the cables frrong-, 

»/ *?.?villS mcnt!°n«J the efcape of the fet a noftris fmgulari Gamx inJufiria viei 
Moorifh pilots, Oforius proceeds: Rex latum, et infidiis fcelerati iliius regis occur 
deinde homines magno cum filentio fcaphis 

j & lintribus fubmittebat, qui  fecuribus an- 
u».     % choralia notte pracidcrent.    Quod nifi fuif- 

"',""""' >"•"", viwiui proceeds: n.ex jacum, et Hindus lcelerati iliius regis occur- 
deinde homines magno cum filentio fcaphis .fum, noftri in fummiun vita: dii'crimen inci- 
& lintribus fubmittebat, qui fecuribus an-       diflcnt. 

& 

That 
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That by the fwelling currents whirl'd and toft, 

The navy's wrecks might ftrew the rocky coaft. 

But now difcover'd, every nerve they ply, 

And dive, and fwift as frighten'd vermin fly. 

Now through the filver waves that curling rofe, 

And gently murmur'd round the (loping prows, 

The gallant fleet before the fleady wind 

Sweeps on, and leaves long.foamy tracts behind;. 

While as they fail the joyful crew relate 

Their wondrous fafety from impending fate ; 

And every bofom feels how fweet the joy 

When dangers paft the grateful tongue employ. 

The fun had now his annual journey run, 

And blazing forth another courfe begun, 

When fmoothly gliding o'er the hoary tide 

Two floops afar the watchful matter fpied ; 

Their Moorifli make the feaman's art difplay'd; 

Here GAMA weens to force the Pilot's aid : 

One, bafe with fear, to certain fhipwreck flew ; 

The keel dafh'd on the fliore, efcap'd the crew.. 

The other bravely trufts the generous foe, 

And yields, ere Slaughter ftruck the lifted blow, 

Ere Vulcan's thunders bellowed.    Yet again 

The Captain's prudence and his- wifli were vain ;. 
No 
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No Pilot here his wandering courfe to guide, 

No lip to tell where rolls the Indian tide j 

The voyage calm, or perilous, or afar, 

Beneath what heaven, or which the guiding ftar: 

Yet this they told, that by the neighbouring bay 

A potent monarch reign'd, whofe pious fway 

For truth and nobleft bounty far renown'd, 

Still with the Stranger's grateful praife was crown'd. 

O'erjoyed brave GAM A heard the tale, which feal'd 

The facred truth that Maia's fon reveal'd; 

And bids the Pilot, warn'd by heaven his guide, 

For fair Melinda turn the helm afide. 

'Twas now the jovial feafon, when the morn 

From Taurus flames, when Amalthea's horn 

O'er hill and dale the rofe-crown'd Flora pours, 

And fcatters corn and wine, and fruits and flowers. 

Right to the port their courfe the fleet purfued, 

And the glad dawn that facred day renewed, 

When with the fpoils of vanquifh'd death adorn'd 

To heaven the Victor of the tomb return'd. 

And foon Melinda's fhore the failors fpy ; 

From every mail the purple flreamers fly; 

Rich-figured tap'flry now fupplies the fail, 

The gold and fcarlet tremble in the gale ; 

The flandard broad its brilliant hues bewrays, 

And floating on the wind wide-billowing plays j 
Shrill 



BOOK II. THE        L   U   S   I   A   D. 71 

Shrill through the air the quivering trumpet founds, 

And the rough drum the roufing march rebounds. 

As thus regardful of the facred day 

The feftive navy cut the watery way, 

Melinda's fons the fhore in thoufands crowd, 

And offering joyful welcome fhout aloud: 

And truth the voice infpired.    Unawed by fear,. 

With warlike pomp adorn'd, himfelf fincere^ 

Into the port the generous GAMA rides; 

His ftately vcflels range their pitchy fides 

Around their chief; the bowfprits nod the head,. 

And the barb'd anchors gripe the harbour's bed. 

Strait to the king, as friends to generous friends, 

A captive Moor the valiant GAMA fends. 

The Lufian fame the king already knew, 
What gulphs unknown the fleet had labour'd through, 

What (helves, what tempefts dared : His liberal mind- 

Exults the Captain's manly truft to find ; 

With that ennobling worth, whofe fond employ 

Befriends the brave, the Monarch owns his joy, 

Entreats the Leader and his weary band 

To taftc the dews of fwect repofe on land, 

And all the riches of his cultured fields 

Obedient to the nod of GAMA yields. 

His care meanwhile their prefent want attends, 

And various fowl, and various fruits he fends j 
The 
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The oxen low, the fleecy lambkins bleat, 

And rural founds are ecchoed through the fleet. 

His gifts with joy the valiant Chief receives, 

And gifts in turn, confirming friendfliip, gives. 

Here the proud fcarlet darts its ardent rays, 

And there the purple and the orange blaze ; 

O'er thefe profufe the branching coral fpread, 

The z coral wondrous in its watery bed j 

Soft there it creeps, in curving branches thrown, 

In air it hardens to a precious flone. 

With thefe an Herald, on whofe melting tongue 

The ' copious rh'et'rie of Arabia hung, 

He fends, his wants and purpofe to reveal, 

And holy vows of lafting peace to feal. 

The Monarch fits amidft his fplendid bands, 

Before the regal throne the Herald ftands, 

And thus, as eloquence his lips infpircd, 

O King, he cries, for facred truth admired, 

Ordain'd by heaven to bend the ftubborn knees 

Of haughtieft nations to thy juft decrees; 

Fear'd as thou art, yet fent by heaven to prove 

That Empire's flrength refults from Public love: 

CLAUD. 
* Viminerat dumjiagnafubit, frocefirat undis 

Gemma fuit. 
Sic et coralium, quo primum contigit auras, 
TemJ>ore durefcit, moUisfuit htrbafub undis. OVID. 

» There were onboard Garna's fleet feveral perfons killed in the Oriental languages 
OSOR. 

To 
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To thee, O King, for friendly aid we come ; 

Nor lawlefs Robbers o'er the feas we roam: 

No luft of gold could e'er our breafts inflame 

To featter fire and {laughter where we came; 

Nor fword, nor fpear our harmlefs hands employ 

To feize the earelefs, or the weak deftroy. 

At our moft potent Monarch's dread command 

We fpread the fail from lordly Europe's ftrand; 

Through feas unknown, through gulphs untry'd before, 

We force our journey to the Indian more. 

Alas, what rancour fires the human breaft ! 

By what ft em tribes are Afrie's fhores pofTeft ! 

How many a wile they try'd, how many a fnare ! 

Not wifdom fav'd us, 'twas the heaven's own care: 

Not harbours only, e'en the barren lands 

A place of reft deny'd our weary bands: 

From us, alas, what harm could prudence fear ! 

From us fo few, their numerous friends fo near ! 

While thus from fliore to cruel more long driven, 

To thee conducted by a guide from heaven, 

We come, O Monarch, of thy truth allured, 

Of hofpitable rites by heaven feeured; 

Such a rites as old Aleinous' palace graced, 

When lorn Ulyfies fat his favour'd gueft. 
a See the Eighth OdyfTey, &c- 

L Nor 
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Nor deem, O King, that cold fufpicion taints 

Our valiant Leader,, or his wifh prevents; 

Great is our Monarch, and his dread command 

To our brave Captain interdicts the land 

Till Indian earth he tread: What nobler caufe 

Than loyal faith can wake thy fond applaufe, 

O thou, who knowft the ever-preffing weight 

Of kingly " office, and the cares of ftate ! 

And hear, ye confeious heavens, if GAMA'S heart 

Forget thy kindnefs, or from truth depart, 

The facred light mall perifh from the Sun, 

And Rivers to the fca fliall ceafe to c run. 
b Caftera's note on this place is fo cha- 

ra&eriflical of a Frenchman, that the Reader 
will perhaps be pleafed to fee it tranferibed. 
In his text he fays, " Toi qui occupes ft dig- 
nemtnt le rang fupreme—Le Poete dit, fays 
he, in the note, Tens dt Rey o efficio, 'lot 
quifais le metier de Rti—The Poet fays, thou 
■who boldeft the bujlnefi of a king. I confefs, 
he adds, I found a ftrong inclination to 
tranflatc this fentence literally. I find much 
noblenefs in it. However, I fubmitted to 
the opinion of fome friends, who were afraid 
that the ears of Frenchmen would be fhocked 
at the word bufinefs applied to a King. It 
is true, nevcrthclefs, that Royalty is a bufi- 
vefs. Philip II. of Spain was convinced 
of it, as we may difcern from one of his 
letters. Hallo, fays he, me mtty emkarafado, 
&C. I am fo entangled and incumberedwith 
the multiplicity of buftnejs, that I have not a 
moment to myfelf: hi truth, ive Hugs hold a 
laborious cjjiee: (or trade) t'ere is little rea- 
fon to envy us." May the politenefs of Eng- 
land never be difgultcd with the word bufi- 
nefs applied to a Icing ! 

c The propriety and artfulncfs of Homer's 
fpeccheshave been often and jullly admired. 
Camoens'is peculiarly hippy in the fame de- 
partment of the Epop.ea. The fpeech of 
Gama's herald to the King of Melinda is a 

ftriking tnftance of it. The complimentj 
with which it begins have a direft tendency 
to the favours afterward to be aflced. The 
afluranccs of the innocence, the purpofe of 
the Voyagers, and the greatnefs of their 
king, are happily touched. The exclama- 
tion on the barbarous treatment they had ex- 
perienced, " Not wifdom faved us, but hea- 
ven's own care," are mafterly infinuations. 
Their barbarous treatment is again repeated 
in a manner to move companion : Alas ! 
what could they fear, &c. is reafoning joined 
with the pathos. That they were conduced 
to the King of Melinda by heaven, and were 
by heaven afllired of his truth, is a mod de- 
licate compliment, and in the true fpirit of 
the Epic l'ocm. The allufion to Alcinous 
is well timed. The apology for Gama's 
refufal to come.on more, is exceeding art- 
ful. It conveys a proof of the greatnefs of 
the Portugucfe Sovereign, and affords a com- 
pliment to Loyalty, which could not fail to 
be acceptable to a Monarch. In fhort, the 
whole of the fpeech fupplicates warmly, but 
at the fame time in the moll manly manner ; 
and the adjuration concludes it with all the 
appearance of warmth and fmcerity. Eu- 
ftathius would have written a whole chapter 
on fuch a fpeech in the Iliad or OdyfTey. 

He 
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He fpoke; a murmur of applaufe fucceeds, 

And each with wonder own'd the val'rous deeds 

Of that bold race, whofe flowing vanes hadwav'd 

Beneath fo many a iky, fo many an Ocean brav'd. 

Nor lefs the King their loyal faith reveres, 

And Lifbon's Lord in awful ftate appears, 

Whofe leaft command on fartheit fhores obey'd, 

His fovereign grandeur to the world difplay'd. 

Elate with joy, uprofe the royal Moor, 

And.fmiling thus,— O welcome to my more! 

If yet in you the fear of treafon dwell, 

Far from your thoughts th' ungenerous fear expel: 

Still with the brave, the brave will honour find, 

And equal ardour will their friendfhip bind. 

But thofe who fpurn'd you, men alone in mew, 

Rude as the beftial herd, no worth they know ; 

Such dwell not here: and fince your laws require 

Obedience ftri£t, I yield my fond defire. 
Though much I wifh'd your Chief to grace my board, 

Fair be his duty to his fovereign Lord:   ■ 
Yet when the morn walks forth with dewy feet 

My barge (hall waft me to the warlike fleet; 

There fhall my longing eyes the heroes view, 

And holy vows the mutual peace renew. 

What from the bluftering winds and lengthening tide 

Your fhips have fuffer'd, fhall be here fupply'd. 
L 2 Arms 
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Arms and provifions I myfelf will fend, 

And, great of fkill, a Pilot fhall attend. 

So fpoke the King: and now, with purpled ray. 

Beneath the Alining, wave the god of day • 

Retiring, left the evening fliades to fpread- 

And to the fleet the joyful herald fped: 

To find fuch friends each breaft with rapture glows, 

The feaft is kindled, and the goblet flows ; 

The trembling Comet's imitated rays 

Bound to the fkies, and trail a fparkling blazer 

The vaulting bombs awake their fleeping fire, 

And like the Cyclops' bolts, to heaven, afpire:. 

The Bombadccrs their roaring engines-ply, 

And earth and ocean thunder to the flcy. 

The trump and fyfe's flirill clarion far around. 

The glorious mufic of the fight refound j. 

Nor lefs the joy Melinda's fons difplay, 

The fulphur burfts in many an ardent ray, 

And to the heaven afcends in whizzing gyres,. 

And Ocean flames with artificial fires. 

In feftive war the. fea and land engage, 

And echoing fliouts confefs the joyful rage. 

So paft the night: and now with filvery ray 

The Star of morning uAier'd in the day.. 

The 
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The fhadows fly before the rofeate hours, 

And the chill dew hangs glittering on the flowers. 

The pruning hook or humble fpade to wield, 

The chearful labourer haftens to the field ,- 

When to the fleet with many a founding oar 

The Monarch fails ; the natives croud the more ;• 

Their various robes in one bright fplendor join, 

The purple blazes, and the gold-ftripes fliine ; 

Nor as ftern warrior* with the quivering lance, 

Or moon-arch'd. bow, Melinda's fons advance; 
Green boughs of palm with joyful hands they wave; 

An omen of the meed that crowns the Brave : 

Fair was the fliow the royal Barge difplay'd, 

With many a flag of gliftning filk array'd, 

Wliofe various hues, as nodding thro' the bay, 

Return'd the luftre of the rifing day : 
And onward as they came, in fovereign ftate- 

The mighty King amid his Princes fate : 

His robes the pomp of eaftern fplendor fhew, 

A proud Tiara decks his lordly brow : 

The various tifiue fliines in every fold, 

The filken luftre and the rays of gold.. 

His purple mantle boafts the dye of Tyre, 
And in the fun-beam glows with living fire. 

A golden chain, the fkilful Artift's pride, 

Hung from his neck > and glittering by his fide 
The 
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The dagger's hilt of ftar-bright diamond (hone, 

The girding baldric burns with precious flone j 

And precious ftone in ftuds of gold enchafed, 

The fhaggy velvet of his bufkins graced : 

Wide o'er his head, of various filks inlaid, 

A fair umbrella caft a grateful made. 

A band of menials, bending o'er the prow, 

Of horn-wreath'dround the crooked trumpets blow; 
And each attendant barge aloud rebounds 

A barbarous difcord of rejoicing founds. 

With equal pomp the Captain leaves the fleet, 
Melinda's Monarch on the tide to meet: 

His barge nods on amidft a fpjendid train, 

Himfelf adorn'd in * all the pride of Spain: 

With fair embroidery flume his armed brcaft, 

For polifli'd fteel fupply'd the warrior's veft; 

His fleeves, beneath, were filk of paly blue, 

Above, more loofe, the purple's brighten: hue 

Hung as a fcarf in equal gatherings roll'd, 

With golden buttons and with loops of gold: 

Bright in the Sun the poliGYd radiance burns, 

And the dimm'd eyeball from the Iuftre turns'. 

Camoens fcems to have his rw nn »i„« i         .. . 
Plfture of Gama, which £ Si^deSiW *~ •' f ^ thrOUSh which W™ 
hyfsria, Souja.    « He  is  paint d with fatti"^" ^ ^ d°Ubkt °{ C™<"°" 
a black cap, cloak and breeches edged with gold!"        0VW " *" annonr inlaid with 

Of 
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Of crimfon fattin, dazzling to behold 

His cafToc fvvell'd in many a curving fold, 

The make was Gallic, but the lively bloom 

Confeft the labour of Venetia's loom j 

Gold was his fword, and warlike trowfers laced 

With thongs of gold his manly legs embraced. 

With graceful mien his cap aflant was turn'd, 

The velvet cap a nodding plume adorn'd. 

His noble afpeft, and the purple's ray, 

Amidft his train the gallant Chief bewray. 

The various veflments of the warrior train, 

Like flowers of various colours on the plain, 
Attract the pleafed beholders wondering eye, 

And with the fplendor of the rainbow vie. 

Now GA'MA'S bands the quivering trumpet blow, 

Thick o'er the wave the ci-owding barges row, 

The Moorifh flags the curling waters fweep, 

The Lufian mortars thunder o'er the deep; 

Again the fiery roar heaven's concave tears,, 

The Moors aftonifhed flop their, wounded ears ; 

Again loud thunders rattle o'er the bay, 

And clouds of fmoke wide-rolling blot the day j ' 

The Captain's barge the generous King afcends, 

His arms the Chief enfold, the Captain bends, 

A reverence to the fcepter'd grandeur due: 

In filent awe the Monarch's wondering view 
Is 
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Is frxt' on VASCO'S noble mien; the while 

His thoughts with wonder weigh the Hero's toil. 

Efteem and friendfliip .with his wonder rife. 

And free to GAMA all his kingdom lies. 
Though never fon of Lufus' race before 

Had met his eye, or trod Melinda's fliore, 

To" him familiar was the mighty name, 

And much his talk extols the Lufian fame; 

How through' the vaft of Afric's wildeft bound 

Their deathlefs feats in gallant arms refound j 

When that fair land where Hefper's offspring reign'd, 

Their valour's prize the Lufian youth obtain'd. 

Much ftill he talk'.d, enraptured of the theme, 

Though but the faint vibrations of their fame 

To him had ecchoed.    Pleafed his warmth to view, 

Convinced his promife and his heart were true, 

The illuftrious GAMA thus his foul expreft 

And ovvn'd the joy that laboured in  his brcaft: 

Oh thou, benign, of all the tribes alone, 

Who feel the rigour of the burning zone, 

Whofe.piety, with mercy's gentle "eye 

Beholds our wants, and gives the'wifh'd fupply ; 

Our navy driven from many a barbarous coaft; 

On many a tempeft-harrowed ocean toft, 

* The admiration and friendfliip of the gil's Dido. In both cafes fuch preparation 
king of Melinda, fo much infifted on by was neceflary to introduce the long epifodes 
Camocns, is a judicious imitation of Vir-       which follow. 

At 
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At laft with thee a kindly refuge finds, 

Safe from the fury of the howling winds. 

O generous King, .may He whofe mandate rolls 

The circling heavens, and human pride controuls, 

May the Great Spirit to thy breaft return 

That needful aid, bellowed on us forlorn ! 

And while yon Sun emits his rays divine, 

And while the ftars in midnight azure fhine, 

Where'er my fails are ftretch'd the world around, 

Thy praife fhall brighten, and thy name refound. 

He fpoke j the painted barges fwept the flood, 

Where, proudly gay, the anchored navy rode j 

Earned the King the lordly fleet furveys; 

The mortars thunder, and the trumpets raife 

Their martial founds Melinda's fons to greet, 

Melinda's fons with timbrels hail the fleet. 

And now no more the fulphury tempeft roars, 

The boatmen leaning on the refted oars 

Breathe fhort; the barges now at anchor moor'd, 

The King, while filence liften'd rounds implored 

The glories of the Lufian wars to hear, 

Whofe fainteft ecchoes long had pleafed his ear : 

Their various triumphs on the Afric more 

O'er thofc who hold the fon of Hagar's lore 
M * Fond 
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Fond he demands, and now demands again 

Their various triumphs on the weftern main : 

Again, ere readieft anfwer found a place, 

He afks the ftory of the Lufian race; 

What God was founder of the mighty line, 

Beneath what heaven their land, what fliores adjoin ; 

And what their climate, where the finking day 

Gives the laft glimpfe of twilight's filvery ray. 

But moft, O Chief, the zealous monarch cries, 

What raging feas you braved, what louring Ikies; 

What tribes, what rites you faw; what favage hate 

On our rude Afric proved your haplefs fate : 

Oh tell, for lo, the chilly dawning ftar 

Yet rides before the morning's purple car j 

And o'er the wave the fun's bold courfers raife 

Their flaming fronts, and give the opening blaze j 

Soft on the glafly wave the zephyrs fleep, 

And the ftill billows holy filence keep. 

Nor lefs are we, undaunted Chief, prepared 

To hear thy nation's gallant deeds declared; 

Nor think, tho' fcorch'd beneath the car of day, 

Our minds too dull the debt of praife to pay; . 

Melinda's fons the teft of greatnefs know, 

And on the Lufian race the palm beftow, 

If 
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If Titan's « giant brood with impious arms 
Shook high Olympus' brow with rude alarms ; 
If Thefeus and Perithous dared invade 
The difmal horrors of the Stygian fhade, 
Nor lefs your glory, nor your boldnefs lefs 
That thus exploring Neptune's laft recefs 
Contemns his waves and tempefts.    If the thirft 
To live in fame, though famed for deeds accurft, 

Could urge the caitiff, who to win a name 
Gave Dian's temple to the wafting flame: 

If fuch the ardour to attain renown, 
How bright the luftre of the hero's crown, 
Whofe deeds of fair emprife his honours raife, 
And bind his brows, like thine, with deathlefs bays! 

1 For a defence of the king of Melinda's learning, ignorantly objected to by Voltairr, 
fee the Preface, 

END   OF   THE   SECOND   BOOK. 

M 2 
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OH now*, Calliope, thy potent aid! 

What to the King th' illuftrious GAMA faid 

Cloath in immortal verfe.    With facred fire 

My breaft, if e'er it loved thy lore, infpire : 

So may the patron of the healing art, 

The blooming God, to thee incline his heart j 

From thee, the Mother of his darling * Son, 

May never wandering thought to Daphne run : 

a Catthpt—the Mufe of Epic Poefy, and cothoe, who was buried alive by her Father 
mother of Orpheus.    Daphne, daughter of for yielding to the folicitations of Apollo, 
the river Peneus, flying from Apollo, was was by her Lover changed into an Inceni'e 
turned into the laurel.    Clytia was meta- tree.    The phyfical meaning of thefe fables 
morphofed into the Sun-flower, and Leu- is obvious. 

May 
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May never Clytia, nor Leucothoe's pride 

Henceforth with thee his changeful love divide. 

Then aid, O faireft Nymph, my fond defire, 

And give my verfe the Lufian warlike fire: 

Fired by the Song, the liftening world fhall know 

That Aganippe's ftreams from Tagus flow. 

Oh» let no more the flowers of Pindus fhine 

On thy fair bread, or round thy temples twine: 

On Tago's banks a richer chaplet blows, 

And with the tuneful God my bofom glows : 

I feel, I feel the mighty power infufe, 

And bathe my fpirit in Aonian dews 1 

Now filence wooe'd th' illuftrious Chief's reply,, 

And keen attention watch'd on every eye^ 

When flowly turning with a modcfl grace, 

The noble VASCO raifed his manly face ; 

0 mighty king, he cries, at thy b command 

The martial ftory of my native land 

1 tell; but more my doubtful heart had joy'd 

Had other wars my praifeful lips employ'd. 

When men the honours of their race commend, 

The doubts of ftrangers on the tale attend : 

b The preface to the fpeech of Gama, ample of the great models of antiquity : By 
and the description of Europe which fol- adding fome charafteriftical feature of the 
lows, arc happy imitations of the manner climate or people, he renders his narrative 
of Homer.  When Camoens defefibes coun- pleafmg, pifturefquc, and poetical, 
tries, or mutters an army, it is after the ex- 

Yet 
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Yet though reluctance faulter on my tongue, 

Though day would fail a narrative fo long, 

Yet well affured no fiction's glare can raife, 

Or give my country's fame a brighter praife ; 

Though lefs, far lefs, whate'er my lips can fay, 

Than truth muft give it, I thy will obey. 

Between that zone, where endlefs winter reigns, 

And that, where flaming heat confumes the plains j 

Array'd in green, beneath indulgent fkies, 

The queen of arts and arms fair Europe lies. 

Around her northern and her weftern fhores, 

Throng'd with the finny race old Ocean roars; 

The midland fea, where tide ne'er fwell'cl the waves, 

Her richeft lawns, the fouthern border, laves. 

Againft the rifing morn, the northmoft bound 

The whirling Tanais parts from Afian ground, 

As tumbling from the Scythian mountains cold 

Their crooked way the rapid waters hold 

To dull Maeotis' lake: Her eaftern line 

More to the fouth, the Phrygian waves confine; 

Thofe waves, which, black with many a navy, bore 

The Grecian heroes to the Dardan fhore; 

Where now the feaman rapt in mournful joy- 

Explores in vain the fad remains of Troy. 

Wide; 
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Wide to the north beneath the pole fhe fpreads; 

Here piles of mountains rear their rugged heads,. 

Here winds on winds in endlefs tempefts rowl, 

The valleys figh, the lengthening ecchoes howl. 

On the rude cliffs with frofty fpangles grey, 

Weak as the twilight gleams the folar ray j 

Each mountain's breaft with fnows eternal mines, 

The ftreams and feas eternal froft confines. 

Here dwelt the numerous Scythian tribes of old, 

A dreadful race ! by viftor ne'er controul'd, 

Whofe pride maintain'd that theirs the facred earth, 

Not that of Nile, which firft gave man his birth. 

Here difmal Lapland fpreads a dreary wild, 

Here Norway's waftes where harveft never fmil'd, 

Whofe groves of fir in gloomy horror frown, 

Nod o'er the rocks, and to the tempeft groan. 

Here Scandia's clime her rugged fliores extends, 

And far projected, through the Ocean bends; 

Whofe fons' dread footfteps yet Aufonia e wears, 

And yet proud Rome in mournful ruin bears. 

c In the year 409 the city of Rome was Sciences, with every branch of manly Htera- 
facked, and Italy laid defolate by Alaric, turc, were almoft unknown. For near two 
king of the Scandian and other northern centuries no Poet of note had adorned the 
tribes. In mentioning this circumftance Roman Empire. Thofe arts only, the abufe 
Camocns has not fallen into the common of which have a certain and fatal tendency to 
error of little Poets, who on everv occafion enervate the mind,the artsofMufic and Cook- 
bewail the outrage which the (Joths and cry, were paflionately cultivated in all the re- 
Vandals did to the Arts'and Sciences. A finements of effeminate abufe. Thcart of war 
lomplaint founded on ignorance. The was too laborious for their delicacy, and the 
i't.-uihcrn nations of Europe were funk into generous warmth of hcroifm and patriotifm 
t:ie racft contemptible degeneracy.    The was incompatible with   their effeminacy. 
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When fummer burfts item winter's icy chain, 

Here the bold Swede, the Pruflian, and the Dane 

Hoift the white fail and plough the foamy way, 

Chear'd by whole months of one continual day: 

Between thefe fhores and Tanais' rufhing tide 

Livonia's fons and Ruffia's hords refide. 

Stern as their clime the tribes, whofe fires of yore 

The name, far dreaded, of Sarmatians bore. 

Where, famed of old, th* Hircinian foreft lour'd, 

Oft feen in arms the Polifh troops are pour'd 

Wide foraging the downs.    The Saxon race, 

The Hungar dextrous in the wild-boar chace, 

The various nations whom the Rhine's cold wave 

The Elbe, Amafis, and the Danube lave, 

Of various tongues, for various princes known, 

Their mighty Lord the German emperor own. 

Between the Danube and the lucid tide 

Where haplefs Helle left her name, and died : 

On thefe defpicablc Sybarites * the North 
poured her brave and hardy fons, who, 
though ignorant of polite literature, were 
poflefll-d of all the manly virtues of the 
Scythians in a high degree. Under their 
conquells Europe wore a new face, which 
however rude, was infinitely preferable to 
that which it had lately worn. And how- 
ever Ignorance may talk of their barbarity, 
it is to them that England owes her conftitu- 
tion, which, as Montefquieu obferves, they 
brought from the woods of Saxony.    The 

» Sjhtrit, a cily in Grecia Magna, whofe inhabitant! were (o effeminate, lhat they ordered all  the cock, 
to be killed, that they mifhl act be diflurbed by their early crowing. 

fpirit of gallantry and romantic attachment 
to the fair fex, which diftinguiihed the 
Northern Heroes, will make their manners 
admired, while, confidered in the fame 
point, the polifhed ages t>f Greece and 
Rome excite our horror and deteftation. To_ 
add no more, it is to the iiruption of thefe 
brave barbarians that modern Europe owes 
thofe remains of the fpirit of Liberty, and 
fome other of the greateft advantages, which 
fhe may at prefent poiTefs. 

N The 
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The dreadful god of battles' kindred race, 

Degenerate now, pofTefs the hills of Thrace. 

Mount Hsemus here, and Rhodope renown'd, 

And proud Byzantium, long with empire crown'd ; 

Their ancient pride, their ancient virtue fled, 

Low to the Turk now bend the fervile head. 

Here fpread the fields of warlike Macedon, 

And here thofe happy lands where genius (hone 

In all the arts, in all the Mufes' charms, 

In all the pride of elegance and arms, 

Which to the heavens refounded Grecia's name, 

And left in every age a deathlefs fame. 

The ftern Dalmatians till the neighbouring ground ; 

And where Antenor anchor'd in the found 

Proud Venice as a queen majeftic towers, 

And o'er the trembling waves her thunder pours. 

For learning glorious, glorious for the fword, 

While Rome's proud monarch reign'd the world's dread lord, 

Here Italy her beauteous landfcapes mews j 

Around her fides his arms old Ocean throws; 

The dafhing waves the ramparts force fupply; 

The hoary Alps high towering to the fky, 

From fhore to more a rugged barrier fpread, 

And lour deftrucYion on the hoftile tread. 

But now no more her hoftile fpirit burns, 

There now the faint in humble vefpers mourns; 

To 
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To heaven more grateful than the pride of war, 

And all the triumphs of the Victor's car. 

Onward fair Gallia opens to the view 

Her groves of olive, and her vineyards blue: 

Wide fpread her harvefts o'er the fcenes renown'd, 

Where Julius proudly ftrode with laurel crown'd. 

Here Seyn, how fair when gliftening to the moon ! 

Rolls his white wave, and here the cold Garoon ; 

Here the deep Rhine the flowery margin laves, 

And here the rapid Rhone impervious raves. 

Here the gruff mountains, faithlefs to the vows 

Of loft Pyrene * rear their cloudy brows; 
Whence, when of old the flames their woods devour'd, 

Streams of red gold and melted filver pour'd. 

And now, as head of all the lordly train 

Of Europe's realms, appears illuftrious Spain. 

Alas, what various fortunes has (he known ! 

Yet ever did her fons her wrongs atone ; 

Short was the triumph of her haughty foes, 

And flill with fairer bloom her honours rofe. 

Againft one coaft the Punic ftrand extends, 

Each fhore to clofe the midland ocean bends, 

* Taithhf: to th> voivs cfhft Pyene, &c. etymology they relate, that by the negli- 
—She was daughter to Bebryx, a king of gence of fome Ihepherds the antient foreits 
Spain,  and concubine to' Hercules.    Hav- on thefe mountains were fet on fire, and 
'ing wandered one day from her lover (he burned with fuch vehemence, that the mel- 
was deftroyed by wild beads, on one. of the ted metals fpouted out and ran down from 
mountains which bear her name.   Diodorus the fides of the hills.    The allunon to this 
Siculus, and others, derive the name of the old tradition is m the true fpirit of Homer 
Pyrenians from -nit, fire.  To fupport which and Virgil.    C. 

N 2 Where 
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Where lock'd with land the ftruggling currents boih 

Famed for the godlike Theban's lateft toil °, 

Around her fhores two various oceans fwell,. 

And various nations in her bofom dwell; 

Such deeds of valour dignify their names, 

That each the lordly right of honour claims. 

Proud Arragon, who twice her ftandard rear'd 

In conquer'd Naples ; and for art revered, 

Galicia's prudent fons ; the fierce Navar, 

And he far dreaded in the Moorifli war, 

The bold Afturian j nor Sevilia's race, 

Nor thine, Granada, claim the fecond place. 

Here too the heroes who command the plain 

By Betis water'd j here, the pride of Spain, 

The brave Caftilian paufes o'er his fword,. 

His country's dread deliverer and lord. 

Proud o'er the reft, with fplendid wealth array'd:, 

As crown to this wide empire, Europe's head, 

Fair Lufitania fmiles,  the weftern bound, 

Whofe verdant brcaft the rolling waves furround, 

Where gentle evening pours her lambent ray, 

The laft pale gleaming of departing day j. 

* Hercules, fays the fable, to crown his benefit of commerce ; on which the ocean 
labours, feparated the two mountains Calpe rufhed in, and formed the Mediterranean, 
and Abyla, the one now in Spain, the other the Egtin, and Euxin feas. 
in Africa, in order to open a canal for the 

This, 
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This, this, O mighty King, the facred earth, 

This the loved parent-foil that gave me birth. 

And oh, would bounteous heaven my prayer regard,. 

And fair fuccefs my perilous toils reward, 

May that dear land my lateft breath receive, 

And give my weary bones a peaceful grave. 

Sublime the honours of my native land,, 

And high in heaven's regard her heroes ftand;, 

By heaven's decree 'twas theirs the firft to quell 

The Moorifh tyrants, and from Spain expel j 

Nor could their burning wilds conceal their flight,. 

Their burning wilds confeft. theLufian might.. 

From Lufus famed, whofe honour'd name we bear,. 

(The fon of Bacchus or the bold compeer,) 

The glorious name of Lufitania rofe, 

A name tremendous to the Roman foes, 

When her bold troops the valiant fhepherd led, 

And foul with rout the Roman eagles fled ; 

When haughty Rome atchiev'd. the treacherous blow, 

That own'd her terror of the matchlefs foe f. 

But when no more her Viriatus fought, 

Age after age her deeper thraldom brought;. 

Her broken fons by ruthlefs. tyrants fpurn'd, 

Her vineyards languiih'd, and her paftures moum'd-; 

♦ The affaflination of Viriatus.   See the note on Book I. p, 13. 
Till 
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Till time revolving raifed her drooping head, 

And o'er the wondering world her conquefts fpread. 

Thus rofe her power : the lands of lordly Spain 

Were now the brave Alonzo's wide domain j 

Great were his honours in the bloody fight, 

And Fame proclaim'd him champion of the right. 

And oft the groaning Saracen's proud crefl 

And fhatter'd mail his awful force confeft. 

From Calpe's fummits to the Cafpian more 

Loud-tongued Renown his godlike aftions bore. 

And many a chief from diftant regions E came 

To fhare the laurels of Alonzo's fame j 

Yet more for holy faith's unfpotted caufe 

Their fpears they wielded, than for Fame's applaufe. 

Great were the deeds their thundering arms difplay'd, 

And ftill their foremoft fwords the battle fway'd. 

6 Don Alonzo, king of Spain, appre- • and became more rich and populous than 
henfive of the fuperior number of the before. The two provinces of Entro Minbo 
Moors, with whom he was at war, de- t Douro, and Fra los Monies, were fubdued, 
manded affiftance from Philip I. of France, with that part of Beira which was held by 
and of the duke of Burgundy. According the Moorifh king of Lamege, whom he 
to the military fpirit of the nobility of that conftrained to pay tribute. Many thoufands 
age, no fooner was his defire known than 'of Chriftians, who had either lived in mi- 
numerous bodies of troops thronged to his ferable fubjeftion to the Moors, or in dc- 
fiandard. Thefe, in the courfe of a few folate independency in the mountains, took 
years, having (hewn fignal proofs of their Ihelter under the protection of Count Henry, 
courage, the king diftinguifhed the leaders' Great multitudes of the Moors alfo thofe 
with different marks of his regard. To rather to fubmit and remain in their native 
Henry, a younger fon of the duke of Bur- country under a mild government, than be 
gundy he gave his daughter Terefa in mar- expofed to the feverities and the continual 
riage, with the fovereignty of the countries feuds and feditions of their own governors, 
to the fouth of Galicia, commiffioning him Thefe advantages, added to the great ferti- 
to enlarge his boundaries by the expulfion of lity of the foil of Henry's dominions, will 
-the infidels. Under the government of this account for the numerous armies and the 
great man, who reigned by the title of frequent wars of the firft fovereigns of Por- 
Count, his dominion was greatly enlarged, tugal. 

And 
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And now to honour with diftinguifh'd meed 

Each hero's worth the generous king decreed. 

The firft and braveft of the foreign bands 

Hungaria's younger fon brave Henry k ftands. 

To him are given the fields where Tagus flows, 

And the glad King his daughter's hand beftows * 

The fair Terefa fhines his blooming bride, 

And owns her father's love, and Henry's pride. 

With her, befides, the fire confirms in dower 

Whate'er his fvvord might refcue from the Moor ; 

And foon on Hagar's race the hero pours 

His warlike fury—foon the vanquifh'd Moors 

To him far round the neighbouring lands refign, 

And heaven rewards him with a glorious line. 

To him is born, heaven's gift, a gallant fon, 

The glorious founder of the Lufian throne. 

* Camoens,   in making the founder of Amongft thefe Henry, faith the hiftcry, 
the Portuguefe monarchy a younger fon of A younger fon of France, and a brave prince, 
the king of Hungary, has followed the old Had Pcrtugal in lot.  
chronologift   Gal-van.     The Spanifh  and And the fame king didhis oivn daighter tie 
Portuguefe hiftorians differ widely in their To him in ived/oci, to infer from thence 
accounts of the parentage of this gallant His firmer love. 
ftranger.    Some bring him from Conftan- 
tinople, and others from the houfe of Lor- Nor are hiftorians agreed on the birth of 
rain.    But the cleareft and moll probable Donna Terefa, the fpoufe of Count Henry, 
account of him is in the chronicle of Fleury, Brandam, and other Portuguefe hiftorians, 
wherein is preferved a fragment of French are at great pains to prove (he was the le- 
hiftory, written by a Benedidline monk in gitimate daughter of Alonzo and the bcau- 
the beginning of the twelfth century, and tiful Ximcna de Guzman.    But it appears 
in  the time of Count Henry.    By this it from the more authentic chronicle of Fleury, 
ippears, that   he was   a younger fon of that Ximcna w.-.s only his concubine.    And 
Henry the only fon of Robert the firft duke it is evident from all the hiftorians, that 
of Burgundy, who was a younger brother Donna Urraca, the heirefs of her father's 
of Henry I   of France.    Fanfhaw having kingdom, was younger than her half-filter, 
in eye to this hiftory, has taken the un- the wife of Count Henry, 
warrantable  liberty  to  alter   the faft  as 
mentioned by his author. 

Nor 
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Nor Spain's wide lands alone his deeds atteft, 

Delivered Judah Henry's might ' confeft. 

On Jordan's bank the vi£tor-hero ftrode, 

Whofe hallowed waters bathed the Saviour-God; 

And.Salem's gate her open folds difplay'd, 

When Godfrey conquer'd by the hero's aid. 

But now no more in tented fields oppofed, 

By Tagus* ftreain his honoured age he clofed; 

Yet ftill his dauntlefs worth, his virtue lived, 

And all the father in the fon furvived. 

And foon his worth was proved, the parent dame 

Avow'd a fecond hymeneal flame \ 

The low-born fpoufe aflumes the monarch's place, 

And from the throne expels the orphan race. 

But young Alphonfo, like his fires of yore, 

(His grandfire's virtues as his name he bore) 

1 Deliver'd Judah Henry's might eonfejl.— 
His expedition to the Holy Land is men- 
tioned by fome monkilh writers, but from 
the other parts of his hiftory it is highly 
improbable. Camoens however (hews his 
judgment in adopting every traditionary 
circumftance that might give an air of fo- 
lemnity to his poem. 

k Don Alonzo Enriquez, fon of Count 
Henry, was only entered into his third year 
when his father died. His mother aflumed 
the reins of government, and appointed Don 
Fernando Perez de Traba to be her miniftcr. 
When the young prince was in his eigh- 
teenth year, fome of the nobility, who 
either envied the power of Don Perez, or 
were really offended with the reports that 

were fpread of his familiarity with the 
prince's mother, of his intention to marry 
her, and to exclude the lawful heir, eafily 
perfuaded the young Count to take arms, 
and affume the fovereignty. A battle en- 
fued, in which the prince was victorious. Te- 
refa it is faid, retired into the caftle ofLcgo- 
nifo, where (he was taken prifoner by herfon, 
who condemned her to perpetual i'mprifon- 
ment, and ordered chains to be put upon 
her legs. That Don Alonzo made war 
againft his mother, vanquished her party, and 
that (he died in prifon about two years after, 
A. D. 11 30, are certain. But the caufe of 
the war, that his mother was married to, or 
intended to marry Don Perez, and that 
flie was put in chains, are uncertain. 

Arms 
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Arms for the fight, his ravifh'd throne to win, 

And the laced helmet grafps his beardlefs chin. 

Her fierceft firebrands Civil Difcord waved, 

Before her troops the luftful mother raved; 

Loft to maternal love, and loft to fliame, 

Unavved flic faw heaven's awful vengeance flame ; 

The brother's fvvord the brother's bofom tore, 

And fad Guimaria's meadows blufh'd with gore ; 

With Lufian gore the Peafant's cot was ftain'd, 

And kindred blood the facred ftirine profaned. 

Here, cruel Progne, here, O Jafon's wife, 

Yet reeking with your childrens' purple life, 

Here glut your eyes with deeper guilt than yours ; 

Here fiercer rage her fiercer rancour pours. 

Your crime was vengeance on the faithlefs fires, 

But here ambition with foul luft confpires. 

'Twas rage of love, O Scylla, urged the knifee 

That robb'd thy father of his fated life; 

Here grofler rage the mother's breaft inflames, 

And at her guiltlefs foil the vengeance aims. 

But aims in vain; her flaughterd forces yield, 

And the brave youth rides Viftor o'er the field. 

« The Scylla here alluded to was, accord- the fatal lock while her father flept. Minos- 
ing to fable, the daughter of Nifus king of on this was vi&orious, but rejected, the love 
Megara, who had a purple lock,  in which of the unnatural daughter, who in defpair 
lay the fate of his kingdom. Minos of Crete flung herfelf from a rock,, and in the fall 
matle waragainfl him, for whom Scylla con- was changed into a lark, 
ceived fo violent a paflion, that fhe cut off 

O No 
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No more his fubjec"ls lift the thirfty fword, 

And the glad realm proclaims the youthful Lord. 

But ah, how wild the nobleft tempers run ! 

His filial duty now forfakes the fon'; 

Secluded from the day, in clanking chains 

His rage the parents aged limbs eonftrains. 

Heaven frown'd—Dark vengeance lowring on his brows, 

And fheath'd in brafs the proud Caftilian rofe, 

Refolved the rigour to his daughter fhewn, 

The battle mould avenge, and blood atone. 

A numerous hoft againft the prince he fped, 

The valiant prince his little army led: 

Dire was the fhoek; the whizzing javelins fung, 

The Hauberks rattled, and the bucklers rung. 

Yet though around the Stripling's facred head 

By angel hands ethcrial fliields were fpread; 

Though glorious triumph on his valour fmiled, 

Soon on his van the baffled foe recoil'd : 

With bands more numerous to the field he came, 

His proud heart burning with the rage of fhame. 

And now in turn Guimaria's lofty wall, 

That faw his triumph, faw the hero fall j 

Within the town immured, difbeft he lay, 

To ftern Caftilia's fword a certain prey. 

When now the guardian of his infant years, 

The valiant Egas, as a god appears ; 
To 
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To proud Cafteel the fuppliant noble bows, 

And faithful homage for his prince he vows. 

The proud Cafteel accepts his honour'd faith, 

And peace fuccceds the dreadful fcenes of death. 

Yet well, alas, the generous Egas knew 

His high-foul'd Prince to man would never fue : 

Would never floop to brook the fervile ftain, 

To hold a borrow'd, a dependent reign. 

And now with gloomy afpecl: rofe the day, 

Decreed the plighted fervile rites to pay ; 

When Egas to redeem his faith's difgrace 

Devotes himfelf, his fpoufe, and infant race. 

In gowns of white, as fentcnced felons clad, 

When to the flake the fons of guilt are led, 

With feet unfliod they flowly moved along, 

And from their necks the knotted halters hung. 

And now, O King, the kneeling Egas cries, 

Behold my perjured honour's facrifice : 

If fuch mean viflims can atone thine ire, 

Here let my wife, my babes, myfelf expire. 

If generous bofoms fuch revenge can take, 

Here let them periih for the father's fake: 

The guilty tongue, the guilty hands are thefe, 

Nor let a common death thy wrath appeafe; 

For us let all the rage of torture burn, 

But to my Prince, thy fon, in friendfhip turn. 

O 2 He 
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He fpoke, and bow'd his proftrate body low, 

As one who waits the lifted fabre's blow > 

When o'er the block his languid arms are fpread, 

And death, foretafted, whelms the heart with dread : 

So great a Leader thus in humbled ftate, 

So firm his loyalty, his zeal fo great, 

The "brave Alonzo's kindled ire fubdued, 

And loft in filent joy the Monarch ftood; 
Then gave the hand, and fheath'd the hoftile fword, 

And to fuch honour honour'd peace " reftored. 

Oh Lufian faith ! oh zeal beyond compare! 

What greater danger could the Perfian dare, 

Whofe prince in tears, to view his mangled woe, 

Forgot the joy for Babylon's n o'erthrow. 

And now the.youthful hero mines in arms, 

The banks of Tagus eccho war's alarms: 

O'er Ourique's wide campaign his enfigns wave, 

And the proud-Saracen to combat brave. 

Though prudence might arraign his fiery rage 

That dared with one, each hundred fpears engage, 

m The Univcrfal Hiftorians having related of his Lords, rfnmcd Zopyrus, having cut 
Hi's ftory of Eoas, add, " All this is very off his nofe and ears, perfuaded the enemy 
pl-afant and entertaining, but we fee no that he had received thefc indignities from 
lu E:icn: reafon to affirm that there is one the cruelty of "his matter.    Being appointed 
tyUable of it true " to a chief command in Babylon, he bctray- 

« When Darius laid fcigc to Babylon, one .ed the city to Darius.    Vid. Juftin. 

Ill 
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In heaven's prote6ling care his courage lies, 

And heaven his friend fuperior force fupplies. 

Five Moorifh Kings againfl him march along, 

Ifmar the noblcft of the armed throng j 

Yet each brave Monarch claim'd the Soldier's name, 

And far o'er many a land was known to fame. 

In all the beauteous glow of blooming ° years, 

Befidc each King a warrior Nymph appears ; 

Each with her fword her valiant Lover guards,. 

With fmiles infpires him, and with fmiles rewards. 

Such was the valour of the beauteous p Maid, 

Whofe warlike arm proud Ilion's fate delay'd. 

Such in the field the virgin warriors fhone, 

Who drank the limpid wave of * Thcrmodon. 

'Twas morn's flill hour, before the dawning grey 

The ftars' bright twinkling radiance died away ; 

When lo, refplendent in the heaven fcrene, 

High o'er the Prince the facred Crofs was feen; 

The godlike Prince with faith's warm glow inflamed, 

Oh, not to me, my bounteous God, cxclaim'd ! 

° The Spanifh  and  Portugucfe hiitorics Shinies Thrtieite cumjlumiua 7'bermcdcnth 
afford fcvcral inftanccs of (he Moorifh Chiefs Pu'.fant, tt fiah bellantur Jrr.axor.a armii: 
being attended in the field of battle by their Sett circum Hippolyten, fin  cum ft Mania 
miftrcfles, and of the romantic gallantry and curru 
Amazonian courage of thefe ladies. rentbrfiha rejert:   masque  uhlantc   tu- 

f Penthefilea, Queen  of the Amazons, muhn 
who, after having iignal' 
the feige of Troy, was k 

i Thcrmodon, a river 
country of the Amazons. 

r j-cumeuica,  v^ucen   or  tnc  /imazons, multu 
who. after having iignalized her valour at       Faminea txultant hnath apnina feltis 
the feige of Troy, was killed by Achilles. 

i Thcrmodon, a river of Scythia in the VIRC. En. IX 

Oh, 
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Oh, not to me, who well thy grandeur know, 

But to the Pagan herd thy wonders (hew. 

The Lufian hoft, enraptured, mark'd the fign 

That witnefs'd to their Chief the aid divine : 

Right on the foe they (hake the beamy lance, 

And with firm ftrides, and heaving breads, advance ; 

Then burft the filence, Hail, O King, they cry j 

Our King, our King, the ecchoing dales reply : 

Fired at the found, with fiercer ardour glows 

The heaven-made Monarch; on the warelefs foes 

Ruining, he fpceds his ardent bands along-. 

So when the chace excites the ruftic throng, 

Roufed to fierce madnefs by their mingled cries 

On the wild bull the red-eyed maftiff flies. 

The ftern-brow'.d tyrant trufts his potent horns, 

Around and round the nimble maftiff turns ; 

Now by the neck, now by the gory fides 

He hangs, and all his bellowing rage derides: 

In vain his eye-balls burn with living fire, 

In vain his noftrils clouds of fmoke refpire, 

His gorge torn out, down falls the furious prize 

With ° hollow thundering found, and raging dies: 

° It may, perhaps, be agreeable to the Reader, to fee the defcription of.a Bull-fight, os 
•managed by Homer. 

As txhen a lion, rujhingfrom his den, 
Amidft the plain of feme nvide-ivater'd fen, 
(Where num'reus oxen, as at eafe they feed, 
At large expatiate o'er the ranker mead;) 
Leaps on the herds before the herd/man's ejes; 
The trembling herd/man far to dijlance fie: ; 

Seme 
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Thus on the Moors the hero rufli'd along, 

Th' aftonifh'd Moors in wild confufion throng; 

They (hatch their arms, the hafly trumpet founds, 
With horrid yell the dread alarm rebounds; 

The warlike tumult maddens o'er the plain, 

As when the flame devours the bearded grain: 

The nightly flames the whittling winds infpire, 

Fierce through the braky thicket pours the fire: 

Rous'd by the crackling of the mounting blaze 

From fleep the fhepherds frart in wild amaze; 

They fnatch their cloaths with many a woeful cry,. 

And fcatter'd devious to the mountains fly: 

Such fudden«dread the trembling Moors alarms, 

And thus confufed they fnatch the neareft arms * 

Yet flight they fcorn, and eager to engage 

They fpur their foamy fteeds, and truft their furious rage: 

Amidft the horror of the headlong fhock, 

With foot unfhaken as the living rock 

The Lufian hero {lands; the purple wounds 

Gufh horrible, deep groaning rage refounds ; 

Reeking behind the Moorifh backs appear 

The fliining point of many a Lufian fpear; 

Seme lordly bull (the rejf differed and fled) 
He Jingles out, arrejls, and lays bim dead. 
Thus from the rage of Jove-like Ifeflorfleiu 
All Greece in heaps ; but one be fcis.'d, and few; 
Mjcenian Peri}ha:,< POPE. II. XV. 

IO3 

The 
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The mailcoats, hauberks, and the harnefs ftecl'd, 

Bruis'd, hackt, and torn, lie fcatter'd o'er the field ; 

Beneath the Lufian fweepy force o'erthrown, 

Crufh'd by their batter'd mails the wounded groan ; 

Burning with thirft they draw their panting breath,. 

And curfe their Prophet as they writhe in death. 

Arms fever'd from the trunks frill grafp the ' ft'eel, 

Heads gafping rowl; the fighting fquadrons reel; 

Fainty and weak with languid arms they clofe, 

And daggering grapple with the daggering foes. 

So when an oak falls headlong on the lake, 

The troubled waters flowly fettling fhake : 

r There is a paflagc in Xenophon, upon 
which perhaps Camoens had his eye.    Eril 

•r^ali wift-^i'"!'. &c. " When thc b:lt,le 

was over one might behold, through the 
whole extent of the field, thc ground pur- 
pled with blood, the bodies of friends and 
enemies ftretched over each other, the 
fhields pierced, the (pears broken, and the 
drawn fwords, fomc fcatiercd on the earth, 
fomc plunged in thc bofoms of thc (lain, 
and fome yet grafped in the hands of the 
dead foldicrs." 

As it was ncccflary in the preface to give 
a character of the French tranflation of the 
LufiaJ, fome fupport of that changer is 
ncccflary in the notes. To point out every 
inflance of the unpoetical taftc of Caftera, 
were to give his paraphrafe of every fine 
pafTao-e in Camoens. His management of 
this battle will give an idia of his manner, 
it is therefore tranferibed. " Le Pertug.w 
hturtt imjetucjement let foldats d'Ifmar, les 
renverfe ct leur wore It Jet; a ecu ft de lance ; 
enfe rcnioitre, cu/e chooue avee line furfur 
eui cbranhroil le femmet ue monlagnes. La 
terre tremble fous les /as ties courfnrs jou- 
uueux; I'impiteyable Erinnys  •suit  da  In- 

jures emrmis et de coups dignts d'elles: les 
gnerriers de Lu/us brifent, coupentT taillent, 
enfencent plaftroii}t armurcs, boucliers, cni- 
rajjts et turbans; la Parque etend fes ailes 
ajjreufesfur les Mauritains, I'utt expire en 
mordant la poujjicre, I'autre implore lefeecurs 
defon prophete ; teles jambes et bras •vo/ent 
et bondijje/tt de toutes parts. Peril rftippcr- 
fcit que -vifages (diverts d'une pahur li-vide, 
que corps dec i> is et qjentrailles palpitantcs." 
Had Caftera ferioufly intended to burlcfque 
his Author he could fcarcely have better fuc- 
cceded. As tranflation cannot convey a per- 
fect idea of an author's manner, it is there- 
fore not attempted. Tb. attack was •vcitb 
fuels fury that it Jliook the tops of the moun- 
tains : This bombaft, and the wretched an- 
ticlimax ending with turbans, are not in the 
original ; from which indeed the whole is 
extremely wide. Had he added any poeti- 
cal image, any flower to the embroidery of 
his Author, the incrcafe of thc richnefs of 
the tiflue would have rendered his work more 
plealing. ]t was therefore his intcrcfl to do 
(a. Hut it was not in thc feelings of Caftera 
to tranilate the Lufiad with thc i'pirit of Ca- 
moens. 

So 
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So faints the languid combat on the plain, 

And fettling ftaggers o'er the heaps of flain. 

Again the Lufian fury wakes its fires, 

The terror of the Moors new ftrength infpircs: 

The featter'd few in wild eonfufion fly, 

And total rout refounds the yelling cry. 

Defiled with one wide lheet of reeking gore, 

The verdure of the lawn appears no more: 

In bubbling ftreams the lazy currents run, 

And (hoot red flames beneath the evening fun. 

With fpoils enrieh'd, with glorious trophies ' crown'd 

The heaven-made Sovereign on the battle ground 

10! 

» This memorable battle was fought in 
the plains of Ourique, in 1139. The en- 
gagement lafted fix hours ; the Moors were 
totally routed with incredible (laughter. On 
the field of battle Alonzo was proclaimed 
king of Portugal. The Portuguefe writers 
have given many fabulous accounts of this 
viftory. Some affirm, that the Moorifh 
army amounted to 380,000, others, 480,000, 
and others fwell it to 600,000, whereas Don 
Alonzo's did not exceed 13,000. Miracles 
muft alfo be added. Alonzo, they tell us, 
being in great perplexity, fat down to com- 
fort his mind by the perufal of the Holy 
Scriptures. Having read'the ftory of G/- 
Jeoi:, he funk into a deep fleep, in which 
he faw a very old man. in a remarkable drefs • 
come into his tent, and aflure him of vic- 
tory: His chamberlain coming in,, waked 
him, and told him there was an old man 
very importunate to fpeak withJiim. Don 
Alonzo ordered him to be brought in, and • 
no fooner faw him than he knew him to bs 
the old man whom he had feen inhis dream. 
This" venerable perfon acquainted fTihi,' that 
he was a fifherman, and had ldd a life of ; 
penance for fixty years on an adjacent rock,'' 
where it'had-teen revealed to him, that if 
the Count marched his army-the.next morn-   . 

■;\ 

ing, as foon as he heard a certain bell ring, 
he mould receive the ftrongeft aflurance of 
viftory.    Accordingly,   at the  ringing of 
the bell, the Count put his army in motion, 
and fuddenly beheld in the eaftern flcy, the 
figure of the Crofs.and Chrift upon it, who 
promifed him a complete viclory, and com- 
manded him to accept the title of King, if 
it was offered him by the army.    The fame • 
writers add, that as a Handing memorial of 
this miraculous event, Don Alonzo changed 
the arms which his father had given, of a 
crofs azure in a field argent, for five efcut- 
cheons, each charged with five bezants, in 
memory of the wounds of Chrift.    Others 
aflert, that he gave in a field argent five ef- 
cutcheons azure, in the- form  of a Crofs, 
each charged with five bezants argent, placed 
falterwifis with a point fable, in memory 
of five wounds he himfclf received, and of 
five Moorifh kings flain in the battle. There 
is an old record, faid to.be written by Don 
Alonzo, in which the ftory of the vifion is 
related upon his Maj'cfty's oath. TheSpanifh 
Critics, however, have difcovered many in- . 
confiilencies in it.    They find the language 
intermixed with ph'rafes not then in  ufc : 
it bears the date of the year -of our Lord,   : 
at a time when that *sra had not been in-. 

, •   ■       ' '■ • troduced- 
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Three days encampt, to reft his weary train, 
Whofe dauntlefs valour drove the Moors from Spain. 
And now in honour of the glorious day, 

When five proud Monarchs fell his vanquifh'd prey,    • 
On his "broad buckler, unadorn'd before, 
Placed as a Crofs, five azure fhields he ' wore, 

traduced into Spain; and John, Bifhop of 
Coimbra, figns as a witnefs before John, 
Metrapolitan of Braja, which is contrary to 
ecclefiaftical rule. Thefe circumftances, 
however, are not mentioned to prove the 
falfchood of the vifion, but to vindicate the 
chara&er of Don Alonzo from any ftiare in 
the oath which pafles under his name. The 
truth is, the Portuguefe were always un- 
willing to pay any homage to the King of 
Caftile. They adorned the battle which 
gave birth to their Monarchy, with mira- 
cle, and the new Sovereignty with a 
command from heaven, circumftances ex- 
tremely agreeable both to the military 
pride and the fuperftition of thefe times. 
The regal dignity and conftitution of the 
Monarchy, however, were not fettled till 
about fix years after the battle of Ourique. 
For mankind, fay the Univcrfal Hiftorians, 
were not then fo ignorant and barbarous, 
as to fufFer a change of government to be 
made without any farther ceremony, than a 
tumultuous huz7.a. An account of the co- 
ronation of the firft king of Portugal, and 
the principles of liberty which then pre- 
vailcd_ in that kingdom, are worthy of our 
s.ttcnrion. The arms of Don Alonzo having 
been attended with glorious fucccefs, in 
1145 he called an aftembly of the Prelates, 
Nobility, and Commons, at Lamtgo. When 
the aftembly opened, he appeared, fcated 
on the throne, but without any other marks 
of regal dignity. Laureate tie Virgo, then 
demanded of the aflemhly, whether, accord- 
ing to the eleclicn on the field of battle at 
Oitriqut, and the briefs of Pope En^enius 
III. ih»y chufed to hrive Don. A'.cnzoEnri- 
qu;z. for thdr king ? To this they anfivcred 
they were willing. Ho then demanded, if 
they defired the Monarchy fhould be elec- 
tive or hereditary,    They, declared their in- 

tention to be, that the crown mould def- 
cend to the heirs male of Alonzo. Laurence 
de P'iegas then afked, "Is it your pleafure 
that he be inverted with theenfigns of Roy- 
alty? He was anfwered in the affirmative, 
and the Archbifhop of Braga placed the 
crown upon his head, the king having 
his fword drawn in his hand. As foon 
as crowned Alonzo thus addrefted the af- 
fembly ; " Blefted be God, who has al- 
ways aflifted me, and has enabled me, with 
this fword, to deliver you from all your ene- 
mies. I fhall ever wear it for your defence. 
You have made me a king, and it is but 
juft that you mould fhare with me in taking 
care of the ftate. I am your king, and a» 
fuch let us^ make laws to fecure the happi- 
nefs of this kingdom." Eighteen fhort 
ftatutcs were then framed and affented to by 
the people. Laurence tie Viegas at length 
propofed the great qucftion, Whether it was 
their plcafure that the king fhould go to Leon, 
do homage and pay tribute to that prince, 
or to any other. Upon which, every man 
drawing his fword, cried with a loud voice, 
" We are free, and our king is free; we 

' owe our liberty to our courage. If the king 
ftiall at any time fubmit to fuch an aft, he 
deferves death, and ftiall not reign either 
over us, or among us." The king riling 
up, approved this declaration, and declared, 
that if any of his dependents confented to, 
fuch a fubmiffion, he was unworthy to fuc- 
ceed, and fliould be reputed incapable of 
wearing the crown. 

' Fanfhaw's tranflation of this is curious. 
He is literal in the circumftances, but the 
debafements marked in italic are his own: 

In thtfe five rtiields lie paints lhe recemftnee 

(Os irinta Dinbtira; the thirty Denarii, 
fays Camocns.) 

For 
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In grateful memory of the-heavenly fign, 

The pledge of conqueft by the-aid divine: 

Nor long his.faulchion.in the fcabbard flept, 

His warlike arm increafmg; laurels, reapt: 

From Leyra's walls the baffled Ifmar. flies, 

And ftrong Arroncha falls his conquer'd prize ; 

That honour'd town, through whofe Elyfian groves 

Thy fmooth and limpid wave, O Tagus, roves. 

Th' illuftrious Santarene confeft his power, 

And vanquifh'd. Mafra yields her proudeft tower. 

The Lunar mountains faw- his troops difplay 

Their marching banners and their brave array: 

To him fubmits fair Cintra's cold domain, 

The foothing refuge of the Nayad train. 

When Love's fweet fnares the pining Nymphs would fhun: 

Alas, in vain from warmer climes they run : 

The cooling (hades awake the young defires, 

And the cold fountains cherifh love's foft fires. 

And thou, famed Lifbon, whofe embattled wall 

Rofe by the hand that wrought proud Uion's " fall; 

For which the Lord was fold, in various /nit ^Accounting that which is the center, twice, 
Writing bit biflery, who did difpenfe Of the five cinques, which he doth place croft-wife. 
Such favour to him, mere tben bear, ccuU ,Hnk. , The tni{6on) that U(boR was bu;,t by 

(Writing the remembrance of him.'by whom       Ulyfles, and thence called Olyffipolh, is as 
he was favoured.in various colours. Camoim.)       common as, and of eoual authority with 

that, which fays, that Brute landed a co-' 
In every of the five he paints five-fence lony of Trojans in England, and gave the 
So fums the thiny iy a cinjue-ftld cinque name 0f Britannia to the ifland. 

P 2 Thou 
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Thou queen of Cities, whom the feas obey, 

Thy dreaded ramparts own'd the Hero's fway. 

Far from the north a warlike navy bore 

From Elbe, from Rhine, and Albion's mifty * fliore ;. 
To refcue Salem's long-polluted fhrine 

Their force to great Alonzo's force .they join : 

Before UlyfTes' walls the navy rides> 

The joyful Tagus laves their pitchy fides. 

Five times the Moon her empty horns conceal'd, 

Five times her broad effulgence fhone reveal'd, 

When, wrapt in clouds of duft, her mural pride 

Falls thundering,—black the fmoaking breach yawns wide. 
As when th' imprifon'd waters burft the mounds, 

And roar, wide fweeping, o'er the cultured grounds; 

Nor cot nor fold withftand their furious courfe s 
So headlong rufh'd along the Hero's force. 

The thirfr of vengeance the aflailants fires> 

The madnefs of defpair the Moors infpires; 

w The conqueft of Lifbon was of the ut- of it to i fiert nr^,-»nf„ «        v 
moft importance to the infant Monarchy. b2 to the Holv L.^T   ' "^a™ g°; 
It is one of the /inert ports in the world, which   ve«TEL^ ' On/^f Pa

D", °? 

and ere the invention  of cannon, was of in  his tZ ffi" P?,     / ,°P R'T' 

r^f^    The °ld Moorifh waH was A'°""o   a^heSM ,£Vhar 
flanked by fcventy-fcven towers, was about the  TagusoprXZ U(hZ        A\°( 

fixmiles in length, and fourteen in circnm- Villa JvT    Pp0,lte C°  ,Ll'bon.   and that 
ference. ■ Whi befciged bv^Don MoZ, Sca^dC^IT^^T' ^ 
according to forrle, it'was garrifoned by an xhl^Sc^y'^f" l^T' °f 

army of 200,000 men.    This, not to fay dows in its neSrll        I     "Ch mea/ 
impoflible, is highly incredible.    However! ^ rf aS'iJl^ h^^S 
that it was ftrong and well gnrrifoned is cer- Cornwall P gbfll ' 
uin, as alfo that Alon/.o owed the conqueft 

Each 
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Each lane, each ftreet refounds the conflict's roar, 

And every threfhold reeks with tepid gore. 

Thus fell the City, whofe unconquer'd x towers 

Defy'd of old the banded Gothic powers; 

Whofe harden'd nerves in rigorous climates train'd 

The favage courage of their fouls fuflain'd: 

Before whofe fword the fons of Ebro fled, 

And Tagus trembled in his oozy bed; 

Aw'd by whofe arms the lawns of Betis fhore 

The name Vandalia from the Vandals bore. 

When Lifbon's towers before the Lufian fell, 

What fort, what rampart might his arms repell! 

Eftremadura's region owns him Lord, 
And Torres-vedras bends beneath his fword; 

Obidos humbles, and Alamquer yields, 

Alamquer famous for her verdant fields, 

Whofe murmuring rivulets cheer the traveller's way, 

As the chill waters o'er the pebbles ft ray. 

Elva the green, and Moura's fertile dales, 

Fair Serpa's tillage and Alcazar's vales 

Not for himfelf the Moorifh peafant fows; 

For Lufian hands the yellow harveft glows : 

* Vnconiuer-d /«w«—Thii aflfertion of      was  by treachery that Herimencric,  the 
Camoens u not without foundation, for it      Goth,  got pofleffion of Liibon.j 

And 
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And you, fair lawns, beyond the TaSrus* wave, 

Your golden burdens for Alonzo fave ; 

Soon fhall his thundering might your wealth reclaim, 

And your glad valleys hail their monarch's name, 

Nor fleep his captains while.the fovereign wars.; 

The brave Giraldo's fword-iivconqueft fliares, 

Evora's frowning walls, the caftled hold- 

Of that proud Roman chief, and rebel bold, 

Sertorius dread, whofe labours ftill z remain; 

Two hundred arches, ftretch;d in length, fuftain 

The marble duel:, where, gliftening to the fun, 

Of filver hue the mining waters run. 

Evora's frownfng.walls now.fhake with fear, 

And yield obedient to.Giraldo's fpear. 

Nor refts the monarch while his fervants toil, 

Around him ftill increafmg trophies fmile, .v  ■ 

And deathlefs fame repays the haplefs fate 

That gives to human life fofhort a date. 

Proud Beja's caftled walls hir'fary ftorms,        '<- 

And one red flaughter every lane deforms. 

The ghofts, whofe mangled limbs,- yet fcarcety cold, 

Heapt fad Trancofo's ftreets in carri^ge^poirdt    '- - 

Appeafed, the vengeance of their ilaughtei^fec*/ 

And hail th' indignant king's fevere decreed J 

^ » The aqueduft of Sertorius, here men-       antiquity.    It was repaired by John- HI. 'of 
Uoned, iy-one of the grandeft remains of      Portugal, about A. D. 1540. 

Palmela 
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Palmela trembles on her mountain's height, 

And fea-laved Zambra owns the hero's might. 

Nor thefe alone confeft his happy ftar, 

Their fated doom produced a noble war. 

Badaja's king, an haughty Moor, beheld 

His towns befieged, and hafted to the field. 

Four thoufand courfers in his army neigh'd, 

Unnumber'd fpears his infantry difplay'd j 

Proudly they march'd, and glorious to behold, 

In filver belts they fhone, and plates of gold. 

Along a mountain's fide fecure they trod, 

Steep on each hand, and rugged was the road} 

When as a bull, whofe liiftful veins betray 

The mad'ning tumult of infpiring May; 

If, when his rage with fiercer): ardour glows, 

When in the fhade the fragrant heifer lows, 

If then perchance his jealous burning eye 

Behold a carelefs traveller wander by, 

With dreadful bellowing on the wretch he flies, 

The wretch defencelefs torn and trampled diesf: 

So rufh'd Alonzo on the gaudy train, 

And pour'd victorious o'er the mangled flai'n j 

The royal Moor precipitates in flight, 

The mountain ecchoes with the wild affright* 

Of flying fquadrons, down their arms' they throw, 

And dafh from rock to rock to fhun'the foe. 
The 
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The foe ! what wonders may not virtue dare : 

But fixty horfemen waged the conquering 'war. 

The warlike monarch ftill his toil renews, 

New conqueft flill each viftory purfucs. 

To him Badaja's lofty gates expand, 

And the wide region owns his dread command. 

When now enraged proud Leon's king beheld 

Thofe walls fubdued which faw his troops expell'd ; 

Enraged he faw them own the vi&or's fway, 

And hems them round with battalous array. 

With generous ire the brave Alonzo glows, 

By heaven unguarded, on the numerous foes 

He rufhes, glorying in his wonted force, 

And fpurs with headlong rage his furious horfe; 

The combat burns, the fnorting courfer bounds, 

And paws impetuous by the iron mounds: 

O'er gafping foes and founding bucklers trod 

The raging fteed, and headlong as he rode \ 

Dafh'd the fierce monarch on a rampire bar  

Low groveling in the duft, the pride of war, 

The great Alonzo lies.    The captive's fate 

Succeeds, alas, the pomp of regal ftate. 

" Let iron dafh his limbs," his mother cried, 

" And ftcel revenge my chains:" flie fpoke, and died ; 

* The hiftory of this battle wants authenticity. 

•    And 
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And heaven affented — Now the hour was come, 

And the dire curfe was fallen Alonzo's b doom. 

No more, O Pompey, of thy fate complain, 

No more with forrow view thy glory's ftain ; 

Though thy tall flandards tower'd with lordly pride 

Where northern Phafis rolls his icy tide; 

Though hot Syene, where the fun's fierce ray 

Begets no fliadow, own'd thy conquering fvvay ; 

Though from the tribes that fliiver in the gleam 

Of cold Bootes' watery gliftening team ; 

To thofe who parch'd beneath the burning line, 

In fragrant fhades their feeble limbs recline, 

The various languages proclaim'd thy fame, 

And trembling own'd the terrors of thy name ; 

Though rich Arabia and Sarmatia bold, 

And Colchis, famous for the fleece of gold; 

Though Judah's land, whofe facred rites implored 

The One true God, and, as he taught, adored; 

b As already obferved, there is no au- fra&ured   in the battle,   was  reilored, on 
thentic proof that Don Alonzo ufed fuch condition that  as  foon as he was able to 
feverity to his  mother as to  put   her in mount on horfeback,   he fhould come to 
chains.    Brandan fays it was reported that Leon, and in perfon do homage for his ds- 
Don Alonzo was born with both his legs minions.    This  condition, fo contrary to 
growing together, and that he was cured his coronation agreement, he found means' 
by the   prayers of his tutor Egas Kunio. to avoid.    He ever after affefted to drive 
Legendary as this may appear, this how- in a calafh,   and would never mount  on' 
ever is deduccahle from it, that from his horfeback more.    This his natural and af- 
birth there was fomcthiog amifs about his terwards  political infirmity,   the fuperfli- 
legs.    When he was prifoncr to his fon in tious of thofe days afcribed  to  the curfes 
law Don Fernando king of Leon, he re- of his mother, 
covered his liberty ere his leg, which was 

Q^ Though 
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Though Cappadocia's realm thy mandate fway'd, 

And bafe Sophenia's fons thy nod obey'd ; 

Though vext Cicilia's pirates wore thy bands, 

And thofe who cultured fair Armenia's lands, 

Where from the facred mount two rivers flow, 

And what was Eden to the Pilgrim fliew; 

Though from the vaft Atlantic's bounding wave 

To where the northern tempefts howl and rave 

Round Taurus' lofty brows-, though vaft and wide 

The various climes that bended-to thy pride; 

No more with pining anguifh of regret 

Bewail the horrors of Pharfalia's fate: 

For great Alonzo, whofe fuperior name 

Unequal'd vi&ories confign to fame, 

The great Alonzo fell—like thine his woe; 

From nuptial kindred came the fatal blow. 

When now the hero, humbled in the duft, 

His crime atoned, confeft that heaven was juft, 

Again in fplendor he the throne afcends : 

Again his bow the Moorifli chieftain bends. 

Wide round th' embattled gates of Santarecn 

Their fhining fpears and banner'd moons are feen." 

But holy rites the pious king preferr'd; 

The Martyr's bones on Vincent's Cape interr'd, 

(His 



BOOK III. THE       LUSIAD. 115 

(His fainted name the Cape fliall ever c bear) 

To Lifbon's walls he brought with votive care. 

And now the monarch, old and feeble grown, 

Refigns the faulchion to his valiant fon. 

O'er Tagus' waves the youthful hero paft, 

And bleeding hofts before him fhrunk aghaft. 

Choak'd with the flain, with Moorifh carnage dy'd, 

Sevilia's river roll'd the purple tide. 

Burning for victory the warlike boy 

Spares not a day to thoughtlefs reft or joy. 

Nor long his wifh unfatisfied remains : 

With the befiegers' gore he dies the plains 

That circle Beja's wall: yet ftill untamed, 

With all the fiercenefs of dcfpair inflamed, 

The raging Moor collects his diftant might; 

Wide from the. fhores of Atlas' ftarry height, 

From Amphelufia's cape, and Tingia's bay, 

Where ftern Antseus held his brutal fway, 

The Mauritanian trumpet founds to arms, 

And Juba's realm returns the hoarfe alarms ; 

The fwarthy tribes in burnifli'd armour mine, 

Their warlike march Abeyla's fhepherds join. 

The great Miramolin on Tagus' fhores 

Far o'er the coaft his banner'd thoufands poursj 

* Tu quoqur littoribus nojirh,  sEncia nutrix, 
jiLtcrnam martens famam, Caul a dtdijii. 

VIRC. EN. VII. 

Q^ 2 Twelve 
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Twelve kings and one beneath his enfigns ftand, 

And wield their fabres at his dread command. 

The plundering bands far round the region hafte, 

The mournful region lies a naked wafte. 

And now enclofed in Santareen's high towers 

The brave Don Sanco fhuns th' unequal powers j 

A thoufand arts the furious Moor purfues, 

And ceafelefs flill the fierce aflault renews. 

Huge clefts of rock, from horrid engines whirl'd, 

In fmouldering volleys on the town are hurl'd; 

The brazen rams the lofty turrets fhake, 

And mined beneath the deep foundations quake > 

But brave Alonzo's fon, as danger grows, 

His pride inflamed, with rifing courage glows ,- 

Each coming ftorm of miflile darts he wards, 

Each nodding turret, and each port he guards. 

In that fair city, round whofe verdant meads 

The branching river of Mondego fpreads, 

Long worn with warlike toils, and bent with years 

The king repofed, when Sanco's fate he hears. 

His limbs forget the feeble fteps of age, 

.And the hoar warrior burns with youthful rage. 

His daring Veterans, long to conqueft train'd, 

jje leads—the ground with Moorifh blood is ftain'd ; 
Turbans 



BOOK III. THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. uy 

Turbans, and robes of various colours wrought, 

And fhiver'd fpcars in ftreaming carnage float. 

In harnefs gay lies many a weltering fteed, 

And low in dull the groaning matters bleed. 

As proud Miramolin in horror A fled, 

Don Sanco's javelin ftretch'd him with the dead. 

In wild difmay, and torn with gufliing wounds 

The rout wide fcatter'd fly the Lufian bounds. 

Their hands to heaven the joyful victors raife, 

And every voice refounds the fong of praifc j 

" Nor was it (tumbling chance, nor human might, 

" "Twas guardian heaven," they fung, "that ruled the fight." 

This blifsful day Alonzo's glories crown'd ; 

And pale difeafe foon gave the fecret wound j 

Her icy hand his feeble limbs invades, 

And pining languor through his vitals fpreatis. 

The glorious monarch to the tomb defcends, 

A nation's grief the funeral torch attends, 

liach winding fhore for thee, Alonzo,e mourns, 

Alonzo's name each woful bay returns ■, 

* Miramolin, not the name of a perfon,  -Ipf* ", 7'iiyre, fimu, 
but a title, quafi, Sol Jan.   The Arabs call it Ipjitefonta, ip/a hue arbutia <-.ou>ki»t. 
Emir-Almoumini, the Emperor of the Faith- .     CL- '• 
fu]  Eurydicrn i'cx ip/a ctfrigid.t lingua. 

* In   this poetical exclamation,  expref- Ah mi/cram Eurjdi.t*, anima fugicnti, vi- 
five of the forrow of Portugal on the death cabat : 
of Alonzo, Camoens has happily imitated       Eurydieen tsto rtfircbant f.uminr rip*. 
fomc pafliigej of Virgil. C'- IV- 

lilt us, Ilfia,  lljla, a/nne fi'iarct. 
ECL. VI 

For 
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For thee the rivers figh their groves among, 

And funeral murmurs wailing, roll along j 

Their fwelling tears o'erflow the wide campaign ; 

With floating heads, for thee, the yellow grain, 

For thee the willow bowers and copfes weep, 

As their tall boughs lie trembling on the deep > 

Adown the ftreams the tangled vine-leaves flow, 

And all the landfcape wears the look of woe. 

Thus o'er the wondering world thy glories fpread, 

And thus thy mournful people bow the head; 

While ftill, at eve, each dale Alonzo fighs, 

And, oh, Alonzo! every hill replies; 

And ftill the mountain ecchoes trill the lay, 

Till blufliing morn brings on the noifeful day. 

The youthful Sanco to the throne fucceeds, 

Already far renown'd for valorous deeds ; 

Let Betis' tinged with blood his prowefs tell, 

And Beja's lawns, where boaftful Afric fell. 

Nor lefs when king his martial ardour glows, 

Proud Sylves' royal walls his troops enclofe! 

Fair Sylves' lawns the Moorifh peafant plough'd, 

Her vineyards cultured, and her valleys fow'd ; 

But Lifbon's monarch reapt.    The winds of f heaven 

Roar'd high—and headlong by the tempeft driven, 

' The Portu£i:efe, in their wars with the       Englifh and German crufades.    In the pre- 
Moors, were fo.eral times aMed by the      feiu inftancc the fleet was moflly Englifli, 

the 
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In Tagus' breaft a gallant navy fought 

The flickering port, and glad afliftance brought. 

The warlike crew, by Frederic the Red, 

To refcue Judah's proftrate land were led ; 

When Guido's troops, by burning thirft fubdued, 

To Saladine the foe for mercy fued. 

Their vows were holy, and the caufe the fame, 

To blot from Europe's fhores the Moorifh name. 

In Sanco's caufe the gallant navy joins, 

And royal Sylvcs to their force refigns. 

Thus fent by heaven a foreign naval band 

Gave Lifbon's ramparts to the Sire's command. 

Nor Moorifh trophies did alone adorn 

The Hero's name; in warlike camps though born, 

Though fenced with mountains, Leon's martial race 

Smile at the battle-fign, yet foul difgrace 

To Leon's haughty fons his fword atchieved ; 

Proud Tui's neck his fervile yoke received; 

And far around falls many a wealthy town, 

O valiant Sanco, humbled to thy frown. 

While thus his laurels flourifti'd wide and fair 

He dies : Alonzo reigns, his much-loved heir. 

the troops of which nation were, according      Silves.   Num'z de Lion as crtnhas das Rth 
to agreement, rewarded with the plunder,       de Port. 
which was exceeding rich, of the city ol 

Alcazar 
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Alcazar lately conqucr'd from the Moor, 

Reconquer'd, jftreams with the defenders' gore. 

Alonzo dead, another Sanco reigns: 

Alas, with many a figh the land complains! 

Unlike his Sire, a vain unthinking boy, 

His fervants now a jarring fway enjoy. 

As his the power, his were the crimes of thofe 

Whom to difpenfe that facred power he chofe. 

By various counfels waver'd and confufed, 

By feeming friends, by various arts abufed; 

Long undetermined, blindly rafli at laft, 

Enraged, unmann'd, untutor'd by the part. 

Yet not like Nero, cruel and unjuft, 

The flave capricious of unnatural luft. 

Nor had lie fmiled had flames confumed his Troy; 

Nor could his people's groans afford him joy ; 
Nor did his woes from female manners fpring, 

Unlike the E Syrian, or Sicilia's king. 

No hundred cooks his coftly meal prepared, 
As heapt the board when Rome's proud tyrant k fared. 
Nor dared the artift hope his ear to ! gain, 

By new-form'd arts to point the (lings of pain. 

* Unlike the Syrian Sardinapaks. Heliogabalus, infamous for his gluttony 
h V'bta Rome's proud tyrant far'J.— » Alluding to the hillory of Phalaris.' 

But 
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But proud and high the Lufian fpirit foar'd, 

And afk'd a godlike hero for their Lord. 

To none accuflom'd but an hero's fway, 

Great muft he be whom that bold race obey. 

Complaint, loud murmur'd, every city fills, 

Complaint, loud murmur'd, vibrates through the hills. 

Alarm'd, Bolonia's warlike Earl ' awakes, 

And from his liftlefs brother's minions takes 

The awful fceptre.—Soon was joy reftored, 

And foon, by juft fucceflion, Lifbon's Lord, 

Beloved, Alonzo named the bold, he reigns; 

Nor may the limits of his Sire's domains 

1 Camoens, who was quite an enthufiaft 
for the honour of his country, has in this 
inflance difguifed the truth of hiftory. Don 
Saneho was by no means the weak Prince 
.here reprefented, nor did the miferies of his 
reign proceed from himfelf. The clergy 
vere the fole authors of his and the public 
calamities. The Roman See was then in 
the height of its power, which it exerted in 
the moft tyrannical manner. The eccle- 
fiaftical courts had lone claimed the fole 
right to try an ecelefialtic, and to prohibit 
a Pried to fay mafs for a twelvemonth, was 
by the brethren his judges, eftcemed a fuf- 
Acient punifhment for murder, or any other 
capital crime. Alonzo II. the father of 
Don Saneho, attempted to cftablilh the au- 
thority of the King's courts of juftiee over 
the offending Clergy. For this the Arch- 
fcifhop of Braga excommunicated Gonza/e 
MenJiz, the Chancellor, and Honorius the 
Pope excommnnicated the King, and put 
his dominions under an interdict. The ex- 
terior offices of Religion were fufpended, 
the vulgar fell into the utmoft diflblutcnefs 
of manners; Mahommedifm made great ad- 
vances, and public confufion every where 

prevailed. By this policy the Holy Church 
conftrained the nobility to urge the King to 
a full fubmiflion to the Papal chair. While 
a negotiation for this purpofe was on fooc 
Alonzo died, and left his fon to ftruggle 
with an enraged and powerful Clergy. Don 
Saneho was juft, affable, brave, and an en- 
amoured hufband. On this laft virtue fac- 
tion firfl fixed its envenomed fangs. The 
Queen was accufed of arbitrary influence 
over her hufband, and, according to the fu- 
perflition of that age, fhe was believed to 
have difhirbed his fenfes by an enchanted 
draught. Such of the nobility as declared 
in the King's favour were ftigmatized, and 
rendered odious, as the creatures of the 
Queen. The confufions which enfued were 
fomented by Alonzo, Earl of Bologne, the 
King's brother, by whom the King was ac- 
cufed as the author of them. In fhort, by 
the afMancc of the Clercy and Pope Inno- 
cent IV. Saneho was deposed, and foon after 
he died at Toledo. The beautiful Queen, 
Donna Mencia, was feized upon, and con- 
veyed away by one Raymond Pcrtocarrcrc, 
and was never heard of more. Such are the 
triumphs of Fattion ! 

R Conn ne 
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Confine his mounting fpirit.    When he led 

His fmiling Confort to the bridal bed, 

Algarbia's realm, he faid, fhall prove thy dower, 

And foon Algarbia conquer'd own'd his power~ 

The vanquifh'd Moor with total rout expell'd, 

All Luius' fhores his might unrivall'd held. • 

And now brave Diniz reigns, whofe noble fire 

Befpoke the genuine lineage of his Sire.' 

Now heavenly peace wide waved her olive bough,, 

Each vale difplay'd the labours of the plough 

And fmiled with joy: the rocks on every fliore 

Refound the darning of the merchant-oar.  • 

Wife laws are form'd, and conftitutions weighld, 

And the deep-rooted bafe of Empire laid. 

Not Ammon's fon with larger heart beftow.'d, 

Not fuch the grace to him the Mufes owed. 

From Helicon the Mufes wing their way, 

Mondego's flowery banks invite their flay. 

Now Coimbra mines Minerva's proud abode ; 
And fired with joy, ParnafTus' bloomy God 

Beholds another dear-loved Athens rife, 

And fpread her laurels in indulgent fkies j 

Her wreath of laurels ever green he twines 

With threads of gold, and Baccaris k adjoins. 

"The  Baccaris,   or  Lady's glove,   an Baccare front em 
herb to which the Druids and ancient Poets      Cingite, nt vati noceat mala lingua futurt. 
afcnbcd magical virtues. VIRC. Ed. VII. 

Here 
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Here caftle walls in warlike grandeur lour, 

-Here cities fwell and lofty temples tower : 

In wealth and grandeur each with other vies; 

When old and loved the parent-monarch dies. 

His fon, alas, remift in filial deeds, 

But wife in peace and bold in fight, fucceeds, 

The fourth Alonzo : Ever arm'd for war 

He views the ftern Cafteel with watchful care. 

Yet when the Lybian nations croft the main, 

And fpread their thoufands o'er the fields of Spain, 

The brave Alonzo drew his awful fteel 

And fprung to battel for the proud Cafteel. 

When Babel's haughty Emprefs bared the fword, 

And o'er Hydafpes' lawns her legions pour'd; 

When dreadful Attila, to whom was"' given 

That fearful name, the Scourge of angry heaven, 

The fields of trembling Italy o'erran' 

With many a Gothic tribe and northern clan; 

Not fuch unnumber'd banners then were feen, 

As now in fair Tartefia's dales convene j 

Numidia's bow and Mauritania's fpear, 

And all the might of Hagar's race was here; 

' Attila, a king of the Huns, furnamed      century.   He may be reckoned among the 
The Scourge of God.   He lived in the fifth      grcateft conqoerort. 

R 2 Granada's 
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Granada's mongrels join their numerous hoft, 

To thofe who dared the feas from Lybia's coaft. 

Awed by the fury of fuch ponderous force 

The proud Caftilian tries each hoped refource ; 

Yet not by terror for himfelf infpired, 

For Spain he trembled, and for Spain was fired. 

His much-loved bride his mefienger he." fends,. 

And to the hoftile Lufian lowly bends. 

The much-loved daughter of the King implored,. 

Now fues her father for her wedded Lord. 

The beauteous dame approach'd the palace gate, 

Where her great Sire was throned in regal ftate :. 

On her fair face deep-fettled grief appears, 

And her mild eyes were bathed in gliftening tears.;. 

Her carelefs ringlets, as a mourner's, flow 

Adown her fhoulders and her breafts of fnow: 

A fecret tranfport through the father ran, 

While thus, in fighs, the royal bride began : 

And know'ft thou not, O warlike King, me cry'd, 

That furious Afric pours her peopled tide; 

Her barbarous nations o'er the fields of Spain ? 

Morocco's Lord commands the dreadful train. 

"> His much-lowd bride ThePrincefs his miftrefles, though he owed his crown to 
Mary.   She was a Lady of great beauty the afliftance of his father-in-law, the king 
and virtue, but was exceedingly ill ufed by of Portugal, 
her huiband, who was violently attached to 

Ne'er 
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Ne'er fince the furges bathed the circling coaft, 

Beneath one ftandard march'd fo dread an hofl: 

Such the dire fiercenefs of their brutal rage,- 

Pale are our braveft youth as palfied age. 

By night our father's fhades confefs their n fear,- 

Their ftirieks of terror from the tombs we hear : 

To-ftemthe rage of thefe unnumber'd bands, 

Alone, O Sire, my gallant hufband Hands; 

His little hoft alone their breafts oppofe • 

To the barb'd darts of Spain;s innumerous foes : 

Then hafte, O Monarch, thou whofe conquering fpear 

Has chill'd Malucca's fultry waves with fear ; 

Hafte to the refcue of diftrefs'd Cafteel; 

(Qh! be that finile thy clear affection's feal!) 

And fpeed, my father, ere my hufband's fate 

Be fixt, and I, deprived of regal ftate, 

Be left in captive folitude forlorn; 

My-fpoufe, my kingdom, and my birth to mourn. 

In tears-, and trembling, fpoke the filial queen. 

So loft in grief was lovely Venus- ° feen, 

* fy night our fallen' foades cor.fcfs theirfear, terrible an army.    The French tranilatcr, 
Their jhriehs of terrorfrcm the tarnhjii-thear. contrary to the original, afcribes this terror 

Camoens fays, " A mortos faz efpanto," to the ghoft of only one Prince, bv whirl] 
to give this elegance in Englilh required a this  ftroke of Camoens, in   the (pirit or" 
paraphrafe.     There   is  fomcthing  wildly Shakefpeare, is reduced to a piece of umncan- 
grcat, and agreeable to the fuperftition of ing frippery, 
that age, to fuppofe that the dead were trou- „     ./.«».•., 
bled in their graves, en the approach of fo ° bcc the firft ft™*- 

When 
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When Jove, her Sire, the beauteous mourner pray'd 

To grant her wandering fon the promifed aid. 

Great Jove was moved to hear the fair deplore, 

Gave all (he afk'd, and grieved flje afk'd no more. 

So grieved Alonzo's noble heart.    And now 

The warrior binds in fteel his awful brow; 

The glittering fquadrons march in proud array, 

On burnifh'd fhields the trembling fun-beams play; 

The blaze of arms the warlike rage infpires, 

And wakes from flothful peace the hero's fires. 

With trampling hoofs Evora's plains rebound, 

And fprightly neighings eccho far around j 

Far on each fide the clouds of duft arife, 

The drum's rough rattling rowls along the fkies ; 

The trumpet's fhrilly clangor founds alarms, 

And each heart burns, and Ardent pants for arms. 

Where their bright blaze the royal enfigns pour'd, 

High o'er the reft the great Alonzo tower'd; 

High o'er the reft was his bold front admired, 

And his keen eyes new warmth, new force infpired. 

Proudly he march'd, and now in Tarif's plain 

The two Alonzoes join their martial train: 

Right to the foe, in battle-rank updrawn, 

They paufe — the mountain and the wide-fpread lawn 

Afford not foot-room for the crowded foe: 

Awed with the horrors of the lifted blow 

Pale 
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Pale look'd our braveft heroes.   Swell'd with' pride, 

The foes already conquer'd Spain divide, 

And lordly o'er the field the promifed vigors ftride. 

So ftrode in Elah's vale the towering height 

Of Gath's proud champion j f© with pale affright 

The Hebrews trembled, while with impious pride. 

The large-limb'd foe the fhepherd boy defy'd: 

The valiant boy advancing fits the firing, 

And round his head he whirls the founding fling;. 

The monfler ftaggers with the forceful wound, 

And his huge bulk lies groaning on the ground. 

Such impious fcorn the Moor's proud bofom fwell'd, 

When our thin fquadrons took the battle-field; 
Unconfcious of the Power who led us on, 

That Power whofe nod confounds th' infernal throne , 

Led by that Power, the brave Caftilian bared 

The fhining blade, and proud Morocco dared ; 

His conquering brand the Lufian hero drew, 

And on Granada's fons refiftlefs flew ; 

The lances rattle and the fplinters fing, 

And the broad faulchions on the bucklers ring : 

With piercing fhrieks the Moors their Prophet's name, 

And ours their guardian Saint aloud acclaim. 

Wounds gufh on wounds, and blows refound to blows, 

A lake of blood the level plain o'erflows; 
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The wounded gafping in the purple tide, 

Now find the death the fword but half fupplied. 

Though * wove and quilted by their Ladies' hands, 

Vain were the mail-plates of Granada's bands. 

With fuch dread force the Lufian rufh'd along, 

Steep'd in red .carnage lay the boaftful throng. 

Yet now difdainful of fo light a prize, 

Sheer o'er the field the thundering hero flies.j 

And his bold arm the brave Caftilian joins 

• In dreadful conflicl: with .the Moorifh .lines. 

The parting Sun now pour'd the ruddy blaze, 

And twinkling Vefper fhot his filvery rays 

Athwart the gloom, and clofed the glorious day, 

When low.in duft the ftrength of Afric lay. 

Such dreadful flaughter of the boaftful Moor 

Never on battle-field was heap'd before; 

Not he whofe childhood vow'd eternal.hate 

And defperate war againft the Roman ftate.: 

Though three ftrong Courfers bent beneath the weight 

Of rings of gold, by many a Roman Knight, 

* Though ivove—lt may perhaps be ob-      a participle in place of the harm founding 
jetted, that this is ungramrnadcal.   But ivcven, a word almofl incompatible with 

the elegance of verification.   The  more 
_ ..,.'-   ..     .   '      . ,.        harmonious word ought therefore to to b« Quern penes arbitnum eft, ct jus etnorma loqucndi. - . .    ,     ...    P      .    .     , ,  . . ^ ufed ; and ufe will afccrtain its definition in 
and Dryden, Pope, &c. often ufe inove 3s       grammar. 

Erewhile, 
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Erewhile, the badge of rank diftinguifh'd, worn," 

From their cold hands at Cannas's (laughter torn; 

Not his dread fword befpread the reeking plain 

With fuch wide ftreams of gore, and hills of (lain; 

Nor thine, O Titus, to the Stygian coaft, 

From blood-ftain'd Salem fent fo many a ghoft j 

Though ages ere fhe fell, the Prophets old 

The dreadful fcene of Salem's fall foretold, 

In words that breathe wild horror: Nor the fliorc, 

When carnage choak'd the ftream, fo fmoak'd with gore, 

When Marius' fainting legions drank the flood, 

Yet warm and purpled with Ambronian , blood; 

Not fuch the heaps as now the plains of Tarif ftrew'd. 

While glory thus Alonzo's name adorn'd, 

To Lifbon's fhorcs the happy Chief return'd, 

In glorious peace and well-dcfcrved repofe, 

His courfe of fame, and honoured age to clofe. 

When now, O king, a Damfcl's fate r fevcre, 

A fate which ever claims the woful tear, 

"i When the foldicrs of Marius com- pofition. La Keufville, he Chile, and other 
plained of third, he pointed to a river near hiftorians, aflcrt, that (he was privately mar- 
the camp of the Ambrones; there, fays he, ricd to the prince ere flic had any fhare in his 
you may drink, but it muft be purchafed bed. Norwas his conjugal fidelitylcfsrcmark- 
with blood. Lead us on, they replied, that able than the ardour of his paflion. Afraid, 
we may have fomcthing liquid, though it however, of his father's refentment, the fc- 
be blood. The Romans forcing their way verity of whofe temper he knew, his inter- 
to the river, the channel was filled with the ccurfe with Donna Inez paffed at the court 
dead bodies of the flain.        Vid. Plut. as ii intrigue of gallantry. On the acccflion 

' This unfortunate lady, Donna Ir:ez tie of Don Pedro the Cruel to the  throne of 
Ca/lre, was the daughter of a Cnflilian gen- Caftile,   many   of   the   difguftcd   nobility 
tleman, who had taken refuge in the court were kindly received  by Don Pedro, thro' 
of Portugal. Her beauty and accomplifliments the intcreft of his beloved Inez.    The fn- 
attrafled the regard of Don Pedro, the king's vour (hewn to thefe Caftilians gave great 
cldefl fon, a prince of a brave and noble dif- uneafinefs   to   the   politicians.     A  thou- 

S find 
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Difgraced his honours 'On the Nymph's lorn head" 

Relentlefs rage its bittereft rancour fhed t 

Yet fuch the zeal her princely lover bore, 

Her brcathlefs corfe the crown of Lifbon wore. 

'Twas thou, O Love, whofe dreaded (hafts controul 

The hind's rude heart, and tear the hero's foul; 

Thou ruthlefs power, with bloodfhed never cloyedj 

'Twas thou thy lovely votary deftroyed. 

Thy third ftill burning for a deeper woe> 

In vain to thee the tears of beauty flow; 

The breaft that feels thy pureft flames divine, 

With fpouting gore mull bathe thy cruel fhrine. 

Such thy dire triumphs!—Thou, O Nymph, the while* 

Prophetic of the god's unpitying guile, 

In tender fcenes by love-fick fancy wrought,, 

By fear oft fhifted as by fancy brought, 

In fweet Mondego's ever-verdant bowers, 

Languifli'd away the flow and lonely hours: 

While now, as terror waked thy boding fears. 

The confcious ftream received thy pearly tears ^ 

And now, as hope revived the brighter flame, 

Each eccho figh'd thy princely lover's name. 

Nor lefs could abfence from thy prince remove 

The dear remembrance of his diftant love : 

fand evils were forefeen from the Prince's Inez, finding the  king willing to  liften, 
attachment     to    his   Caftilian   miftrefs: omitted no opportunity to incrcafc hisi re- 
cven the   murder of   his children   by his fentment againit the unfortunate lady.  The 
deceafed fpoufe,    the  princefs  Ccnfiantia, prince was about his  28th year when his 
was farmifed :  and the enemies of Donna amour with his beloved Inez commenced. 

Thy 
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Thy looks, thy fmiles, ftill meet his ravifh'd eyes, 

And all thy beauteous charms before him rife: 

By night his (lumbers bring thee to his arms, 

By day his thoughts ftill wander o'er thy charms: 

By night, by day, each thought thy loves employ, 

Each thought the memory or the hope of joy. 

Though faireft princely dames invok'd his love, 

No princely dame his conftant faith could move: 

For thee alone his conftant paffion burn'd, 

For thee the proffer'd royal maids he fcorn'd. 

Ah, hope of blifs too high—the princely dames 

Refufed, dread rage the father's breaft inflames; 

He, with an old man's wintery eye, furveys 

The youth's fond love, and coldly with it weighs 

The peoples' murmurs of his fon's delay 

To blefs the nation with his nuptial day. 

(Alas, the nuptial clay was paft unknown, 

Which but when crown'd the prince could dare to own.) 

And with the Fair One's blood the vengeful fire 

Refolves to quench his Pedro's faithful fire. 

Oh, thou dread fvvord, oft ftain'd with heroes' gore, 

Thou awful terror of the proftrate Moor, 

What rage could aim thee at a female breaft, 

Unarm'd, by foftnefs and by love pofleft ! 

Dragg'd from her bower by murderous ruffian hands, 

Before the frowning king fair Inez ftands; 

S 2 Her 
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Her tears of artlefs innocence, her air 

So mild, fo lovely, and her face fo fair, 

Moved the ftern Monarch j when with eager zeal 

Her fierce Deftroyers urged the public weal; 

Dread rage again the Tyrant's foul pofleft, 

And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confeft; 

O'er her fair face a fudden palenefs fpread, 

Her throbbing heart with generous anguifh bled,, 

Anguifli to view her lover's hopelefs woes, 

And all the mother in her bofom rofe. 

Her beauteous eyes in trembling tear-drops drown'd, 

To heaven me lifted, for her hands were ' bound ; 

Then on her infants turn'd the piteous glance, 

The look of bleeding woe j the babes advance, 

Smiling in innocence of infant age, 

Unawed, unconfcious of their grandfire's ragej 

To whom, as burfting forrow gave the flow, 

The native heart-fprung eloquence of woe, 

The lovely captive thus: — O Monarch, hear, 

If e'er to thee the name of man was dear, 

If prowling tygers, or the the wolf's wild brood* 

Infpired by nature with the luft of blood, 

Have yet been moved the weeping babe to fpare> 

Nor left, but tended with a nurfe's care, 

1 Ad calum tendim ardentia lum'mafrujlra, 
Lumina r.am tcncras arubant vincxla falmas. 

VIRC. JEx. z- 
As 
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As Rome's great founders to the world were given; 

Shalt thou, who wear'ft the facred ftamp of heaven, 

The human form divine, fhalt thou deny 

That aid, that pity, which e'en beafts fupply ! 

Oh, that thy heart were, as thy looks declare, 

Of human mould, fuperfluous were my prayer -y 

Thou could'ft not then a helplefs damfel flay, 

Whofe fole offence in fond affeftion lay, 

In faith to him who firfl his love confeft, 

Who firfl to love allured her virgin breaft. 

In thefe my babes fhalt thou thine image fee, 

And flill tremendous hurl thy rage on me ? 

Me, for their fakes, if yet thou wilt not fpare,. 

Oh, let thefe infants prove thy pious k care I 

k It has been obferved by fome critics, 
that Milton on every occafion is fond of 
exprefling his admiration of mufic, particu- 
larly of the fong of the Nightingale, and 
the full woodland choir. If in the fame 
manner we are to judge of the favourite tafte 
of Homer, we fhall find it of a lefs delicate 
kind. He is continually defcribing the 
feaft, the huge chine, the favoury viands 
on the glowing coals, and the foaming 
bowl. The ruling paflion of Camoens is 
alfo ftrongly marked in his writings. One 
may venture to affirm, that there is no 
poem of equal length that abounds with fo 
many impaffioned encomiums on the fair 
fex as the Lufiad. The genius of Camoens 
feems never fo pleafed as when he is paint- 
ing the variety of female charms, he feels all 
the magic of their allurements, and riots in 
his defcriptions of the happinefs-and mife- 
rit-s attendant on the palfion of love. As 
he wrote from his feelings, thefe parts of his 
works have been particularly honoured with 

the attention of the world. Taflb and; 
Spenfer have copied from his Ifland- of 
Blifs, and three tragedies have been formed 
from this Epifode of the unhappy Inez. One 
in Englifti, by Mr. Mallet—but of this- 
we need fay nothing : it is one of the many 
ncgle&cd unfufferable loads of unanimated 
dulnefs, which, though honoured with the 
approbation of Mr. Garrick, have difgraced 
the Englifh theatre, and rendered Modern 
Tragedy a name of contempt. The other 
two are by M. de la AUtte, and Luis Velez. 
de Gue-jara, a Spaniard. How thefe dif- 
ferent writers have handled the fame fubjeft 
is not unworthy of the attention of the critic 
The tragedy of M. de la Motte, from which 
Mallet's Elvira is copied, is highly charac- 
teriftic of the French drama. In the Lu- 
fiad the beautiful vittim exprefles the ftrong 
emotions of genuine nature. She feels for 
what her lover will feel for her ; the mother 
rifes in her breaft. (he implores pity for her 
children; fhe feds the horrors of death, 

and. 
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Yet Pity's lenient current ever flows 

From that brave bread where genuine valour glows j 

That thou art brave, let vanquifli'd Afric tell, 

Then let thy pity o'er mine anguifh fwell; 

Ah, let my woes, unconfcious of a crime, 

Procure mine exile to fome barbarous clime: 

and would be glad to wander an exile with 
her babes, where her only folace would be 
the remembrance of her faithful paffion. 
This however, it appears, would not fuit the 
talle of a Paris audience. On the French 
llagc the ftern Roman heroes mull be polite 
Pttit-Maitres, and the tender Inez a bluf- 
tering amazon. Lee's Alexander cannot 
talk m a higher rant. She not only wifhes 
to die hcrfclf, but defircs that her children 
and herhulband Don Pedro may alfo be put 
to death. 
He bien, feigncur, fuivez vos barbares maximes, 
On vous amene encor de nouvclles vi&imes, 
lmmolez fans remords, et pour nous punir mieux, 
Ces gages d'un Hymen fi coupahle a vos yicux. 
lls ignorent Ic fang, dont le ciel lesa fit naiire, 
par Varict de Uui m-rt faites les reconnaitre, 
Confommez vot eouvrage.et que let metrics coups 
Rejoijnent Its enfans, et la femme, et I'epoux. 

The Spaniard however has followed nature 
and Camoens, and in point of poetical me- 
rit his play is infinitely fuperior to that of 
the Frenchman. Don Pedro talks in the 
abfence of his miltrcfs with the beautiful 
fimplicity of an Arcadian lover, and Inez 
implores the tyrant with the genuine tcn- 
dernefs of female afteftion and delicacy. 
The reader, who is acquainted with the Spa- 
nifti tongue will thank me for the following 
extradt. 

Ints.    A mis hijos me quitais ? 
Rey Don Alonfo, fenor, 
Porquc me quereis quiiar 
La vida dc tantas vezes ? 
Advertid, fenor mirad, 
Que el coracon a pedacos 
Dividido me arancais 

Rej.   Llevaldos, Alvar Goncalcz. 

Ines.    Hijos mios, donde vais ? 
Donde vais fin vueftra madrei 
Falta en los hombrcs piedad i 
Adonde vais luzes mais ? 
Como, que affi me dexais 
En el mayor defconfuelo 
En manos de la crueldad. 

Kino Alfon.    Confuelate madre mia, 
Y a Dios te puedas qucdar, 
Que vamos con nueftro abuelo, 
Y no qucrra hazernas mal. 

Ines.    Poflible cs,  fenor, Rey mio, 
Padre, que anfi me ccrreis 
La puerta para el perdon ? 

Aora, fenor, aora, 
Aora cs tiempo de monflrar 
El mucho podcr que tiene 
Vueftra real Mageftad. 

• • •       • 
Como, fenor ? vos os vais 
Y a Alvar Gonjalez, y a Coello 
Inhumanos me entregais ? 
Hijos,  hijos de mi vida, 
Dexad me los abracar ; 
Alonfo, mi vida hijo, 
Dionis, a mores, tornad, 
Tornad a ver vueftra madr 
Pedro mio, donde cftas 
Que anfi te olvidas de mi ? 
Poffiblc es que en tanto mal 
Me falta tu vifta, cfpofo ? 
Quicn te pudiera avifar 
Del peligro en que afligida 
Dona Ines tu efpofa cfta. 

The drama, from which thefe extrafls are 
taken, is entitled, Reynar drfpucs dc merir. 

Give 
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Give me to wander o'er the burning plains 

Of Libya's defarts, or the wild domains 

Of Scythia's fnow-clad rocks and frozen fhore, 

There let me, hopelefs of return, deplore : 

Where ghaftly horror fills the dreary vale, 

Where fhrieks and howlings die on every gale, 

The lions roaring, and the tygers yell, 

There with mine infant race, confign'd to dwell, 

There let me try that piety to find, 

In vain by Me implored from human kind: 

There in fome dreary cavern's rocky womb,. 

Amid the horrors of fepulchral gloom,. 

For him whofe love I mourn, my love fhall glow* 

The figh fhall murmur, and the tear fhall flow i 

All my fond wifli, and all my hope, to rear 

Thefe infant pledges of a love fo dear, 

Amidft my griefs a foothing glad employ,. 

Amidft my fears a woful, hopelefs joy. 

In tears fhe utter'd — as the frozen fnow 

Touch'd by the fpring's mild ray, begins to flow, 

So juft began to melt his ftubborn foul 

As mild-ray'd Pity o'er the Tyrant ftole; 

But deftiny forbade: with eager zeal, 

Again pretended for the public weal, 

>3S 

Her 
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'Her fierce accufers urged her fpeedy doom; 

Again dark rage diffufed its horrid gloom 

O'er ftern Alonzo's brow : fwift at the fign, 

Their fwords unfheathed around her brandifh'd fhine. 

O foul difgrace, of knighthood lafting flain, 

By men of arms an helplefs lady ' flain ! 

Thus Pyrrhus, burning with unmanly ire, 

Fulfill'd the mandate of his furious fire; 

Difdainful of the frantic matron's prayer, 

On fair Polyxena, her laft fond care, 

He rufh'd, his blade yet warm with Priam's gore, 

And dafh'd the daughter on the facred floor ; 

While mildly ftie her raving mother eyed, 

Refign'd her bofom to the fword, and died. 

Thus Inez, while her eyes to heaven appeal, 

Refigns her bofom to the murdering fteel: 

1 To give the character of Alphonfo IV\ 
will throw light on this inhuman tranfaftion. 
He was an undutiful fon, an unnatural bro- 
ther, and a cruel father ; a great and for- 
tunate warrior, diligent in the execution of 
the laws, and a Macbavilian politician. 
That good might be attained hy villainous 
means, was his favourite maxim. When 
the enemies of Inez had perfuaded him that 
her death was ncceflary to the welfare of the 
ftate, he took a journey to Ccimbra, that 
he might fee the lady, when the prince his 
fon was abfent on a hunting party. Donna 
Inez with her children threw herfelf at his 

feet. The king was moved with the dif- 
trefs of the beautiful fuppliant, when his 
three counfellors, Alvaro Gonfalez, Diege 
Lopez Pacbeco, and Pedro Coello, reproach- 
ing him for his difregard to the ftate, he 
rclapfed to his former refolution. She was 
dragged from his prefence. and brutally 
murdered by the hands of his three counfel- 
lors, who immediately returned to the king 
with their daggers recking with the inno- 
cent blood ofthc princefs his daughter-in- 
law. Alonzo, fays La Ntupvillt, avowed 
the horrid aflaflination, as if he had done 
nothing for which he ought to be afhamed. 

That 
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That fnowy neck, whofe matchlefs form fuftain'd 

The lovelieflt face where all the Graces reign'd, 

Whofe charms fo long the gallant Prince inflamed, 

That her pale corfe was Lifbon's queen proclamed, 

That fnowy neck was ftain'd with fpouting gore, 

Another fword her lovely bofom tore. 

The flowers that gliften'd with her tears bedew'd, 

Now flirunk and languifh'd with her blood imbrew'd. 

As when a rofe, ere while of bloom fo gay, 

Thrown from the carelefs virgin's breaft away, 

Lies faded on the plain, the living red, 

The fnowy white, and all its fragrance fled j 

So from her cheeks the rofes dy'd away, 

And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay: 

With dreadful fmiles, and crimfon'd with her blood, 

Round the wan vi&im the ftem murderers flood, 

Unmindful of the fure, though future hour, 

Sacred to vengeance and her Lover's power. 

O Sun, couldft thou fo foul a crime behold, 

Nor veil thine head in darknefs, as of old 

A fudden night unwonted horror caft 

O'er that dire banquet, where the fire's repaft 

The fon's torn limbs fupplied! —Yet you, ye vales! 

Ye diftant forefts, and ye flowery dales! 

T When 
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When pale and finking to the dreadful fall, 

You heard her quivering lips on Pedro call j 

Your faithful echoes caught the parting found, 

And Pedro ! Pedro ' mournful, figh'd around. 

Nor lefs the wood-nymphs of Mondego's groves 

Bewail'd the memory of her haplefs loves : 

Her griefs they wept, and to a plaintive rill 

Transform'd their tears, which weeps and murmurs ftill. 

To give immortal pity to her woe 

They taught the riv'let through her bowers to flow, 

'And ftill through violet beds the fountain pours 

Its w plaintive wailing, and is named Amours. 

Nor long her blood for vengeance cry'd in vain: 

Her gallant Lord begins his awful reign, 

In vain her murderers for refuge fly, 

Spain's wildeft hills no place of reft fupply. 

The injur'd Lover's and the. Monarch's irej 

And ftern-brow'd Juftice. in their doom confpire : 

In hiffing flames they die, and yield their fouls in x fire. 

w At an old royal caftle near Mondego, Queen and the Archbilhop of Bmga the 
there is a rivulet called the fountain of Prince relented, and-the further;horrors of 
Amours. According to tradition, it was a civil war were prevented. Don Alonzo 
here that Don Pedro refided with his beloved- was not-only reconciled to his fon, but la- 
Inez. The fittion of Camocns, founded on boured by every means to oblige him, and 
the popular name of the rivulet, is in the to efface from his memory the injury and in- 
fpirit of Homer. fult he had received.    The Prince, how- 

* When the Prince was. informed.of the ever, ftill continued to difcovcr the ftrongeft 
death of his beloved Inez, he was tranf- marks of affettibn  and  grief.'   When  he 
ported into the mod violent fury.    He took fuccoeded to the crown, one of his firft afts 
arms againft his father.    The country be- was a treaty with the King of Caftile, wh'erc- 
tween. tpc. rivers Minho and Doura was laid by,each Monarch engaged to give up fuch 
<tefaiate:   but by the interpofition of the malecontents, as (hould take refuge in each 

other'* 
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Nor this alone his ftedfaft foul difplay'd : 

Wide o'er the land he waved the awful blade 

Of red-arm'd Juftice.   From the (hades of night 

He dragg'd the foul adulterer to light: 

The robber from his dark retreat was led, 

And he, who fpilt the blood of murder, bled. 

other's dominions.   In confequence of this, 
Pedro Cotllo and Alvaro Gon/alez, who, on 
the death of Alonzo, had fled to Caftile, 
were fent prifonefs to Don Pedro.   Diego 
Pecbeco, the third murderer, made his ef- 
cape.    The other two were put to death 
with the moft exquifite tortures, and molt 
juftly merited, if exquifite torture is in any 
hiftance to be allowed. After this the King, 
Don Pedro, fummoned an afTembly of the 
flates at Cantanedes.    Here, in the prefence 
of the Pope's nuncio, he folemnly fwore on 
the holy Gofpels, that having obtained a 
difpenfation from Rome, he had fecretly, at 
Braganza, efpoufed the Lady Inez de Cajlro, 
in the prefence of the Bifhop of Guarda, 
and of his mailer of the wardrobe ; both of" 
whom confirmed the truth of the oath. The 
Pope's Bull,   containing the difpenfation, 
was publifhed ; the body of Inez was lifted 
from the grave, was placed on a magnifi- 
cent throne, and with the proper Regalia, 
crowned Queen of Portugal.    The nobility 
did homage to her fkeleton, and IcifTed the 
bones of her hand.    The corps was then 
intered at the royal monaftery of Acobaca, 
with a pomp before unknown in Portugal, 
and with all the honours due to a Queen. 
Her monument is ftill extant, where her 
ilatue is adorned with the diadem and the 
royal robe.    This, with the legitimation of 
her children, and the care he took of all 
who had been in her fervice, confolcd him 
in fome  degree, and rendered him   more 
converfable than he had hitherto been ; but 
the cloud which the death of his Inez brought 
over the natural checrfulnefs of his temper, 
was never totally difperfed. A circum- 
ilance ftrongly characleri/tic of the rage of 
his refentment muft not be omitted.   When 

the murderers were brought before him, he 
was fo tranfported with indignation, that 
he ilruck Pedro Coello feveral blows on the 
face with the fhaft of his whip. Some 
grave writers have branded this aftion as 
unworthy of the Magiflrate and the Hero : 
thofe who will, may add, of the Philofophet; 
too : Something greater however belongs to' 
Don Pedro: A regard which we do not feel 
for any of the three, will, in every bofom, 
capable of genuine love, infpire a tender 
fympathy for the agonies of his heart, when, 
the prefence of the inhuman murderers pre- 
fented to his mind the horrid fcene of the 
butchery of his beloved fpoufe. 

The impreffion left on the philofophical 
mind by thefe hiflorical fails, will naturally 
fuggeft fome refle&ions on human nature. 
Every man is proud of being thought ca- 
pable of love ; and none more fo than thofe 
who have the leall title to the name of Lover; 
thofe whom the French call Lts bemmes de 
Galanteric, whofe only happinefs is in va- 
riety, and to whom the grcateft beauty and 
mental accomplifhments lofe every charm 
after a few months enjoyment.    Their fa- 
tiety they fcruple not to confefs, but are not 
aware, that in doing fo, they alfo confefs, 
that the principle which infpired their paf- 
fion was grofs, and felfiffc.    To conllitute a 
genuine Love, like that of Don Pedro, re- 
quires a noblencfs and goodnefs of heart, 
totally incompatible   with  an  ungenerous 
mind.    The youthful  fever  of the  veins 
may, for a while, infpire ao attachment to 
a particular objett ; but an affe&ion fo un- 
changeable and fincere as that of the Prince 
of Portugal, can only fpring from a bofom 
pofTefled of the fineil feelings and of every 
virtue. 

T   2 Unmoved 
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Unmoved he heard the proudeft Noble plead, 

Where Juftice aim'd her fword, with ftubborn fpeed 

Fell the dire ftroke.    Nor cruelty infpired, 

Nobleft humanity his bofom fired. 

The Caitiff, ftarting at his thoughts, repreft ( 

The feeds of murder fpringing in his breaftr. 

His outftretch'd arm the lurking thief withheld, 

For fixt as fate he knew his doom was feal'd.' 

Safe in his Monarch's care the Ploughman toil'd. 

And force and violence was far exiled. 

.Pedro * the juft the peopled towns proclaim, 

And every field refounds her Monarch's name. 

y Pedro the juft Hi (lory cannot afford 
an inftance of any Prince who has a more 
eminent claim to the title of juft than Pedro 
I. His diligence to correft every abufe was 
indefatigable, and when guilt was proved 
his juftice was inexorable. He was dread- 
ful to the evil, and beloved by the good, 
for he refpe&ed no perfons, and his inflex- 
ible feverity never digreffed from the line of 
ftrift juftice. An anecdote or two will throw 
fome light on his character. A Pricft having 
killed a Mafon, the king diffembled his 
knowledge of the crime, and left the iflue 
to the Ecclcfiaftical Court, where the Prieft 
was punilhed by one year's fufpenfion from 
faying mafs. The king on this privately 
ordered the Mafon's fon to revenge the mur- 
der of his father. The young man obeyed, 
was apprehended, and condemned to death. 
When his fentence was to be confirmed by 
the king, Pedro enquired, what was the 
young man's trade. He wasanfwered, that 
he followed his father's. Well then, faid 
ihe king, 1 fnall conurute his puniflimcnt, 

and interdict him from meddling with ftorte 
or mortar for a twelvemonth. After this he 
fully eftablifhed the authority of the king's 
courts over the Clergy, whom he punifhed 
with death when their crimes were capital. 
When folicited to refer the caufes of fuch 
criminals to a higher tribunal, he would an- 
fwer very calmly, That is what I intend to 
do: I will fend them to the higheft of 
all tribunals, to that of their Maker and 
mine. Againft Adulterers he was parti- 
cularly fevere, often declaring it his opi- 
nion, that conjugal infidelity was the fource 
of the grcateft evils, and that therefore 
to reftrain it was the intcreft and duty of 
the Sovereign. Though the fate of his be- 
loved Inez chagrined and foured his temper, 
he was fo far from being naturally fullen 
or paflionatc, that he was rather of a gay 
and fprightly difpofition, affable and eafy 
of accefs; delighted in mufic and dancing ; 
a lover of learning, was himfelf a man of 
letters, and an elegant Poet. Vide l.t 
Cltde,  Mariana,  Faria. 

Of 
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Of this brave Prince the foft degenerate fon, 

Fernando the remifs, afcends the throne. 

With arm unnerved* the lifHefs foldier lay 

And own'd the influence of a nervelefs fway: 

The ftcrn Caftilian drew the vengeful brand, 

And ftrode proud victor o'er the trembling land. 

How terrible the hour, when heaven, in rage, 

Thunders its vengeance on a guilty age ! 

Unmanly floth the King, the nation ftain'd j 

And lewdnefs fbfter'd by the Monarch reign'd : 

The Monarch own'd that firft of crimes unjuft, 

The wanton revels of adulterous luft: 

Such was his rage for beauteous z Leonore, 

Her from her hufband's widow'd arms he tore : 

Then with unbleft, unhallow'd nuptials ftain'd 

The facred altar, and its rites profaned. 

Alas! the fplcndor of a crown, how vain, 

From heaven's dread eye to veil the dimmefr frain J 

z This lady, named I.ioncra de Trllcz, 
was the wife of Don Juan Lcrrnzo Acugno, 
a nobleman of one of the mod diitin- 
guilhed families in Portugal. After a fham 
procefs this marriage was diflblved, and the 
king privately efpoufed to her, though at 
this time he was publicly married by proxy 
to Donna Leonora of Arragon. Adangtr- 
ous infurreftion, headed by one Vtlafqutz, 
a taylor, drove the king and his adulterous 
bride from Lilbon. Soon after he caufed 
liis marriage to be publickly celebrated in 

the pro\ ince between the Douro and Minbc. 
Henry king of Callile, being informed of 
the general difcontent that reigned in Por- 
tugal, marched a formidable army into that 
kingdom, to revenge the injury offered to 
fome of his fubjefts, whofe (hips had been 
unjuftly feized at Lilbon. The defolaticn 
hinted at by Camoens enfued. After the 
fubje&s of bcth kingdoms had fcverely fuf- 
fcred, the two kin^s ended the war, much 
to tlu-ir mutual fatisfaftion, by an inter- 
marriage of their baftard children. 

To 
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To conquering Greece, to ruin'd Troy, what woes, 

What ills on ills, from Helen's rape arofe ! 

Let Appius own, let banifh'd Tarquin tell 

On their hot rage what heavy vengeance fell. 

One female ravifh'd Gibeah's ftreets * beheld, 

O'er Gibeah's ftreets the blood of thoufands fwell'd 

In vengeance of the crime; and ftreams of blood 

The guilt of Zion's facred bard " purfued. 

Yet Love full oft with wild delirium blinds, 

And fans his bafeft fires in nobleft minds;   • 

The female, garb the great Alcides wore, 

And for his Omphale the diftafF e bore. 

For Cleopatra's fmiles the world was loft: 

The Roman terror, and the Punic boaft, 

Cannae's great viflor, for a harlot's fmile," 

Refign'd the harveft of his glorious toil. 

And who;can boaft he never felt the fires, 

The trembling throbbings of the young defires, 

When he beheld the breathing rofes glow, 

And the foft heavings of the living mow j 

The waving ringlets of the auburn hair, 

And all the rapturous graces of the Fair ! 

1 Judges, chap. xix. and xx. ftiall never depart from thinehoufe." 
* z Samuel, chap. iii. 10. " The fvvord c Alcidtm lanas nerc co'eglt amor.   OVID. 

Oh! 
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Oh ! what defence, if fixt on him, he fpy 

The languid fweetnefs of the ftedfaft eye! 

Ye who have felt the dear luxurious fmart, 

When angel charms opprefs the powerlefs heart, 

In pity here relent the brow fevere, 

And o'er Femando's weaknefs drop the tear. 

To conclude the notes on this book, it 
may not be unneceflary to obferve, that Ca- 
moens, in this Epifode, has happily ad- 
hered to a principal rule of the Epopea. 
To paint the manners and characters of the 
age in which the action is placed, is as re- 
quifitc in the Epic Poem, as it is to preferve 
the unity of the character of an Individual. 
That gallantry of bravery and romantic caft 
of the military adventures, which charac- 
terifed the Spaniards and Portuguefe during 
the Moorilh wars, is happily lupported by 
Camocns in its moft jult and ftriking co- 
lours.    In hiftory we  find furprifing vic- 

tories obtained over the Infidels: In the 
Lufiad we find the heroes breathing that 
enthufiafm which led them to conqueft, that 
enthufiafm of military honours fo ftrongly 
exprefTed by Alonzo V. of Portugal, at the 
feige of Arzila. In ftorming the citadel, 
the Count de Marialva, a brave old officer, 
loft his life. The King leading his only 
fon, the Prince Don Juan, to the body of 
the Count, while the blood yet ftreamed 
from his wounds; " Behold, he cried, 
that great man ! May God grant you, my 
fon, to imitate his virtues. May your ho- 
nour, like Jiis, be complete !" 

END    OF   THE    THIRD    BOOK. 
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AS the toft veflel on the ocean rowls, 

When dark the night, and loud the tempeft howls,   . 

When the lorn manner in every wave 

That breaks and gleams, forbodes his watery grave > 

But when the dawn, all filent and ferene, 

With-fort-paced-ray difpels the fhades obfeene, 

'■ With grateful tranfport fparkling in each eye, 

"The joyful crew the port of fafety fpy; 

!Such darkling tempefts and portended fate, 

While weak Fernando lived, appall'd the ftate; 

,"Such .whenrhe dy'd, the peaceful morningrofe, 

The dawn of joy, and footh'd the public woes. 

U As 
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As blazing glorious o'er the fhades of night,. 

Bright in his eaft breaks forth the Lord of light, 

So valiant John with dazzling blaze appears, 

And from the duft his drooping nation rears. 

Though fprung from youthful Paffion's wanton loves, 

Great Pedro's fon in noble foul he proves ; 

And heaven announced him king by right divine, 

A cradled infant gave the wondrous a fign. 

Her tongue had never lifp'd the mother's name,. 

No word, no mimic found her lips could frame, 

When heaven the miracle of fpeech infpiredj 

She raifed her little-hands, with rapture fired, 

Let Portugal, me cried, with joy proclaim 

The brave Don John, and own her monarch's name.. 

The burning fever of domeftic rage 

Now wildly raved, and mark'd the barbarous age;. 

a A cradled infant gave the wondrous John I. and as he was a baftard, was of in. 
fg" No circumftance has ever been more finite fervicc to his caufe.    The pretended 
ridiculed by  the ancient and modern pe- fa£t however is differently related. By fome 
dants than Alexander's pretcnfions to di- thus: When  Don  John,   then  regent of 
vinity.    Some    of  his  courtiers  expoftu- Portugal, was going   to Coimbra,   to af- 
lating  with   him  one  day on   the abfur- fift  at  an  affembly of   the  ftates,   at a 
dity of fuch claim, he replied, " I know little diflance from the city he was met by 
" the truth of what you fay, but thefe," a great number of children riding  upon 
(pointing to a croud of Perfians) " thefe flicks, who no fooner faw him than they 
•' know no better."   The report that the cried out, " Blcffed be Don John king of 
Grecian army was commanded by a fon of " Portugal ;   the   king  is  coming,   Don 
Jupiter fpread terror through the Eaft, and " John   (hall   be king."     Whether  this 
preatly facilitated the  operations   of the was  owing to art or  accident, it had a 
Conqueror.    The miraculous fpeech of the great effeft.    At the affembly the regent 
infant,   attefted  by  a   few   monks,   was       was clefted king, 
adapted to the fupcrftition of the age of 

Through 
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Through every rank the headlong fury ran, 

And firft red (laughter in the court began. 

Of fpoufal vows and widow'd bed defiled, 

Loud fame the beauteous Leanore reviled. 

The adulterous noble in her prefence bled, 

And torn with wounds his numerous friends lay dead. 

No more thofe ghaftly deathful nights amaze, 

When Rome wept tears of blood in Scylla's days j 

More horrid deeds Ulyffes' towers beheld: 

Each cruel breaft where rankling envy fwell'd, 

Accufed his foe as minion of the queen; 

Accufed, and murder clofed the dreary fcene. 

All holy ties the frantic tranfport braved, 

Nor facred priefthood nor the altar faved. 

Thrown from a tower, like Hector's fon of yore, 

The mitred b head was dafh'd with brains and gore. 

Ghaftly with fcenes of death, and mangled limbs, 

And black with clotted blood each pavement fwims. 

With all the fiercenefs of the female ire, 

When rage and grief to tear the breaft confpire, 

•> The mitred head. Don Martin, bi- him,   as of   the queen's party.    He wa> 
Ihop of Lilbon,   a  man of an exemplary thrown from the tower of his own cathe- 
life.    He was by birth  a Caftilian, which dral, whither he had fled to avoid the po- 
*vas cfteemed a fufficient reafon to murder pular fury. 

U  2 The 
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The queen beheld hef power, her honours e loft. 

And ever when fhe flept th' adulterer's ghoft, 

All pale,  and pointing at his blOddy fhroud, 
Seem'd ever for revenge to fcream aloud. 

Cafteel's proud monarch to the nuptial bed 
In happier days her royal daughter led. 
To him the furious queen for vengeance cries, 

Implores to vindicate his lawful prize, 

e The queen beheld her poiver, her honours 
loft—PoflefTed of great beauty  and great 
abilities, this bad woman was a difgrace to 
her fex, and a curfe to the age and country 
which gave her birth.    Her fiilcr, Donna 
Maria, a lady of unblemUhed virtue, had 
been fecretly married to  the infant Don- 
Juan, the king's brother, who was paffion- 
ately attached to her.   Donna Maria had 
formerly endeavoured to difluade her filler 
from   the   adulterous   marriage  with  the 
king.    In revenge of this, the queen Leo- 
nora perfuaded Don Juan that her fitter was 
unfaithful to his bed.    The enraged huf- 
band halted to his wife, and without en- 
quiry or expoltulation,   fays Mariana, dif- 
patched her with two Itrokes of his dagger. 
He was afterwards convinced of her inno- 
cence.    Having facrificed her honour and 
her  firft  hulband to  a king, fays  Faria, 
Leonora  foon   facrificed   that   king  to  a 
wicked   gallant,   a   Caftilian   nobleman, 
named  Don  "Juan   Fenian J/z de Andeyro. 
An   unjuft war with  Caflile, wherein the 
the Portuguefe were dtfeated by fca and 
land, was the firft fruits of the  policy of 
the new favourite.    Andeyro one day being 
in a great fa-cat b'y fome military exercife,. 
the queen tore her veil, and publicly gave 
it him to wipe his face.   The grand mailer 
of Avis, the king's baftard brother, after- 
wards   John  I. and fome others, expoilu- 
hted with her on the indecency of this be- 
haviour.    She diffjmblixl  hor rcfentment, 
\au iw.\ after they were fciacJ and commit- 

ted to the caftle of Svdrd, where- a fdrgel 
order for their execution was fent; but the 
governor fufpeftihg fome fraud, fhewed it 
to the king.    Yet fuch was her afcendency 
6vef Fernando, that though convinced of 
her guilt, he ordered his brother to kifs 
the" queen's hand, and thank her for his 
life.   Soon after Fernando died,  but not 
till he Was fully convinced of the queen's 
conjugal infidelity, and had given an order 
for the  aflhflinatibn of the gallant.    Not 
long after the death of the king, the favou- 
rite Andeyro was (tabbed in the palace by 
the grand matter of Avis, and Don Ruy de 
Pereyra.    The queen exprefled all the tran- 
fport of grief and  rage, and declared me 
would undergo the trial ordeal in vindica- 
tion of his and hef innocence.   But this- 
fhe never performed : in her vows of re- 
venge, however, (he was more punctual. 
Don Juan king of Caltile, who had mar- 
ried her only daughter and heirefs, at her 
earned entreaties invaded Portugal, and was 
proclaimed king.   Don John, grand mailer 
of Avis,   was proclaimed by  the people 
prote&or and regent.    A defperate war en- 
fucd.    Queen Leonora, treated with indif- 
ference  by her daughter and fon-in-law, 
refolved on the murder of the latter,  but 
the plot was difcovered, and (lie was fent 
prifoner to Caltile.    The regent  was be- 
fiegedin Lifbon, and the city reduced to the 
utmoft extremities, when an epidemical dif- 
tempcr broke out in the Caflilian army, and 
made fuch devallation that the king   fud- 

denlv 
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The Lufian fceptre, his by fpoufal right; 

The proud Caftilian arms and dares the fight. 

To join his ftandard as it waves along, 

The warlike troops from various regions throng: 

Thofe who poflefs the lands by Rodrick *"given, 

What time the Moor from Turia's banks was driven ; 

That race who joyful fmile at war's alarms, 

And fcorn each danger that attends on arms; 

daily raifcd the fiege, and abandoned his 
views in Portugal. The happy inhabitants 
afcribed their deliverance to the valour and 
vigilance of the regent. The regent re- 
proved their ardour, exhorted them to re- 
pair to their churches, and return thanks 
to God, to whofe interpofition he folely 
afcribed their fafcty. This behaviour in- 
creafed the admiration of the people, the 
nobility of the firft rank joined the regent's 
party, and many garrifons in the intereft of 
the king of Caftile opened their gates to 
him. An aflemhly of the dates met at 
Coimbra, where it was propofed to invert 
the regent with the regal dignity. This 
he pritended to decline. Don John, fon 
ef Pedro the Juft, and the beautiful Inez 
de Caitro, was by the people efteemed their 
lawful fovereign, but was, and had been 
Ion;* detained a prifoner by the king of 
Caftile. If the ftates would declare the 
infant Don John their king, the regent 
profefled his willingnefs to fwear allegiance 
to him, that he would continue to expofe 
himfelf to every danger, and ad as regent, 
till providence lettered to Portugal her law- 
ful fovereign. The ftates however faw the 
ncceflity that the nation fhould have an 
head. The regent wasunanimoufly elected 
king, and fomc articles in favour of liberty 
were added to thofe agreed upon at the 
coronation of Don dlonzo Enriquez, the 
firft king of Portugal. 

Don John I. one of the greateft of the 
PortugKefc monarchs, was the natural fon 

of Pedro the Juft, by Donna Ttrtfa Lortnxa, 
a Galician lady, and born fome years after 
the death of Inez. At feven years of age 
he was made grand matter of Avit,y*i\itte /* 
he received an excellent education, which 
joined to his great parts, produced him 
early on the political theatre. He was a 
brave commander, and a deep politician, 
yet never forfeited the character of candour 
and honour. To be humble to his friends, 
and haughty to his enemies, was his leading 
maxim. His prudence gained him the con- 
fidence of the wife, his fteadinefs and gra- 
titude the friendfhip of the brave; his li- 
berality the bulk of the people. He was in 
the twenty-feventh year of his age when 
declared proteftor.and in the twenty-eighth 
when proclaimed king. 

The following anecdote is much to the 
honour of this prince when regent. A Caf- 
tilian officer having fix Portuguefe gentle- 
men prifoners, cut off their nofes and hands, 
and lent them to Don John. Highly in- 
cenfed, the protector commanded fix Caf- 
tilian gejitlemcn to be treated in the fame 
manner. But before the officer, to whom 
he gave the orders, had quitted the room, 
he relented. " I have given enough to 
" refentment, faid he, in giving fuch a 
" command. It were infamous to pot it 
" in execution. See that the Callilian pri- 
" foners receive no harm." 

i — by Rodrick given - The celebrated 
hero of Comeille's tragedy of t,l»c Cid. 

Whofe 
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Whofe crooked ploughfhares Leon's uplands tear, 

Now cafed in fleel in glittering arms appear, 

Thofe arms erewhile fo dreadful to the Moor.: 

The Vandals glorying in their might of yore 

March on; their helms and moving lances gleam 

Along the flowery vales of Betis' flream: 

Nor ftaid the Tyrian iflanders behind, 

On whofe proud enfigns floating on the d wind 

Alcides' pillars tower'd : Nor wonted fear 

"Withheld the bafe Galician's fordid fpear j 

Though ftill his crimfon feamy fears reveal 

The fure-aim'd vengeance of the Lufian fleel. 

Where tumbling down Cuenca's mountain fide 

The murmuring Tagus rolls his foamy tide, 

Along Toledo's lawns, the pride of Spain, 

Toledo's warriors join the martial train : 

Nor lefs the furious hi ft of war infpires 

The Bifcayneer, and wakes his barbarous fires, 

Which ever burn for vengeance, if the tongue 

Of haplefs ftranger give the fancy'd wrong. 

Nor bold Afturia, nor Guifpufcoa's fhore, 

Famed for their fleely wealth, and iron ore, 

Delay'd their vaunting fquadronsj o'er the dales 

Cafed in their native fleel, and belted mails, 

d Cadiz ; of old a Phoenician colony. 

Blue 
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Blue gleaming from afar they march along, 

And join with many a fpear the warlike throng. 

And thus, wide fweeping o'er the trembling coaft, 

The proud Caftilian leads his numerous hoft; 

The valiant John for brave defence prepares, 

And in himfelf colle&ed greatly dares: 

For fuch high valour in his bofom glow'd, 
As Samfon's locks by miracle beftow'd: 

Safe in himfelf refolved the hero ftands,. 

Yet calls the leaders of his anxious bands : 

The council fummon'd, fome with prudent mien,. 

And words of grave advice their terrors fcreen. 

By floth debafed, no more the ancient fire 

Of patriot loyalty can now infpire j 

And each pale lip feem'd opening to declare- 

For tame fubmiflion, and to fhun the war; 

When glorious Nunio, ftarting from his feat, 

Claim'd every eye, and clofed the cold debate : 

Singling his brothers from the daftard train, 

His rowling looks, that flafh'd with flern- difdain^. 

On them he fixt, then fnatch'd his hilt in ire, 

While his bold fpeech bewray'd the foldier's fire,. 

Bold and unpolifh'd; while his burning ' eyes 

Seem'd as he dared the ocean, earth, and Ikies.. 

s This fpeech in the original has been it is hoped, will perceive that the Tranfla- 
much admired by the foreign critics, as a tor has endeavoured to fupport the cha- 
model of military eloquence.    The critic,      rafter of the Speaker. 

Heavens L 
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Heavens! fhall the Lufian nobles tamely yield! 

Oh fhame ! and yield untry'd the martial field ! 

That land whofe genius, as the God of war, 

Was own'd, where'er approach'd her thundering rar.j 

Shall now her fons their faith, their love deny, 

And, while their country finks, ignobly "fly-! 

Yc timorous herd, are you the genuine line 

Of thofe illuftrious fhades, whofe .rage ;drvine, 

Beneath great Henry's -ftandards "awed the :foe, 

For whom you tremble and 'would Hoop folow ! 

That foe, who, boaftful now, then-baTely(fled, 

When your undaunted fires tthe /hero led, 

When feven bold Earls in chains the fpoil adorn'd, 

And proud Cafteel through allher-.kindreds mourn'd, 

Cafteel, your awful dread*--yet, confcious, fay, 

When Diniz reign'd, when his bold fon bore fway, 

By whom were trodden down the braveft bands 

That ever march'd from,proud Caftilia's lands-? 

'Twas your brave fires-—.and'has one languid reign 

Fix'd in your tainted.fouls'fo.deep a ftain, 

That now degenerate from your noble fires, 

The laft dim fpark of Lufian flame expires ? 

Though weak Fernando reign'd:in war unfkill'd, 

A godlike king now calls you to the field. 

Oh ! could like his your mounting valour glow, 

'Vain-were the thrcatnings of the vaunting'foe. 

Not 
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Not proud Cafteel, oft by your fires o'erthrown, 

But every land your dauntlefs rage fhould own. 

Still if your hands benumb'd by female fear, 

Shun the bold war, hark ! on my fword I fwear, 

Myfelf alone the dreadful war fhall wage, 

Mine be the fight — and trembling with the rage 

Of valorous fire, his hand half-drawn difplay'd 

The awful terror of his fhining blade  

I and my vaflals dare the dreadful fhockj 

My fhoulders never to a foreign yoke 

Shall bend ; and by my Sovereign's wrath I vow, 

And by that loyal faith renounced by you, 

My native land unconquer'd mall remain, 

And all my Monarch's foes fhall heap the plain. 

The hero paufed — 'Twas thus the youth of Rome, 

The trembling few who 'fcaped the bloody doom 

That dy'd with {laughter Cannae's purple field, 

Affembled flood, and bow'd their necks to yield j 

When nobly rifing with a like difdain 

The young Cornelius raged, nor raged in h vain : 
k This was the famous P. Corn. Scipio and drawing his fword, faid, 1fivear that 

Afncanus.    The faft, fomcwhat differently 1 will net dejert the Ccmmcnivealtb of Rome, 
related by Livy, is this.    After the defeat nor fuffer any ether citizen to do it.    The 
at Canna:, a confidcrable body of Romans fame oath I require of yov, Cctcilius, and cf 
fled toCanufium, and appointed Scipio and all prefent ; ivbccver  refufer, let bim inoxu 
Ap.   Claudius   their  commanders.    While that this /word is drawn again/} bim.  The 
ihey  remained there, it was told   Scipio, Hiftorian adds, that they were as terrified by 
that fome of his chief officers, at the head this, as if they had beheld the face of their 
of whom was Caxilius Mctellus, were taking conqueror Hannibal.    They all fwore, and 
meafurcs to tranfport themfelves out of Italy. fubmittcd thcmfelvcs to Scipio.    Vid. Li v. 
He went immediately to their afll-inbly; B. 22. C. 53. 

X On 
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On his dread fword his daunted peers he fwore, 

(The reeking blade yet black with Punic gore) 

While life remain'd their arms for Rome to wield, 

And but with life their conquer'd arms to yield. 

Such martial rage brave Nunio's mien infpired j 

Fear was no more: with rapturous ardour fired, 

To horfe, to horfe, the gallant Lufians cry'd j 

Rattled the belted mails on every fide, 

The fpear-ftafFjj trembled 5 round their heads they waved 

Their fhining faulchions, and in tranfport raved, 

The King our guardian — loud their fhouts rebound, 

And the fierce commons ecchoe back the found. 

The mails that long in rafting peace had hung, 

Now on the hammer'd anvils hoarfely rung: 

Some foft with wool the plumy helmets line, 

And fome the breaft-plate's fcaly belts entwine: 

The gaudy mantles fome, and fcarfs prepare, 

Where various lightfome colours gaily flare j 

And golden tiflue, with the warp en wove, 

Difplays the emblems of their youthful love. 

The valiant John, begirt with warlike ftate, 

Now leads his bands from fair Abrantes' gate; 

Whofe lawns of green the infant Tagus laves, 

As from his fpring he rolls his cooly waves. 

The 
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The daring van in Nunio's care could boafl: 

A general worthy of th' unnumber'd hoft, 

Whofe gaudy banners trembling Greece defy'd, 

When boaftful Xerxes lafh'd the Seftian tide: 

Nunio, to proud Cafteel as dread a name, 

As erft to Gaul and Italy the fame 

Of Attila's impending rage.    The right 

Brave Roderic led, a Chieftain train'd in fight; 

Before the left the bold Almada rode, 

And proudly waving o'er the center nod 

The royal enfigns, glittering from afar, 

Where godlike John infpires and leads the war. 

'Twas now the time, when from the ftubbly plain 

The labouring hinds had borne the yellow grain j 

The purple vintage heapt the foamy tun, 

And fierce and red the fun of Auguft fhonej 

When from the gate the fquadrons march along: 

Crowds preft on crowds, the walls and ramparts throng : 

Here the fad mother rends her hoary hair, 

While hope's fond whifpers ftruggle with defpair: 

The weeping fpoufe to heaven extends her hands: 

And cold with dread the modeft virgin ftands, 

Her earneft eyes, fuffufed with trembling dew, 

Far o'er the plain the plighted youth pur.fue : 

X 2 And 
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And prayers and tears and all the female wail, 

And holy vows the throne of heaven aflail. 

Now each item hoft full front to front appears, 

And one joint fhout heaven's airy concave tears : 

A dreadful paufe enfues, while confcious pride 

Strives on each face the heart-felt doubt to hide. 

Now wild and paie the boldeft face is feen; 

With mouth half open and difordered mien 

Each warrior feels his creeping blood to freeze, 

And languid weaknefs trembles in the knees. 

And now the clangor of the trumpet founds, 

And the rough rattling of the drum rebounds: 

The fife's 'fhrill whittling cuts the gale, on high 

The flourifh'd enfigns fhine with many a dye 

Of blazing fplendor: o'er the ground they wheel 

And chufe their footing, when the proud Cafteel 

Bids found the horrid charge; loud burfts the found, 

And loud Artabro's rocky cliffs rebound: 

The thundering roar rolls round on every fide, 

And trembling finks Guidana's rapid tide; 

The flow-paced Durius rufhes o'er the plain, 

And fearful Tagus haftens to the main : 

Such was the tempeft of the dread alarms, 

The babes that prattled in their nurfes' arms 

Shriek'd 
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Shriek'd at the found; with fudden cold impreft, 

The mothers ftrain'd their infants to the bread, 

And fhook with horror — now, far round, begin 

The bow firings whizzing, and the brazen k din 

Of arms on armour rattling j either van 

Are mingled now, and man oppofed to man : 

To guard his native fields the one infpires, 

And one the raging luft of conqueft fires: 

Now with fixt teeth, their writhing lips of blue, 

Their eye-balls glaring of the purple hue, 

Each arm {trains fwifteft to impell the blow j 

Nor wounds they value now, nor fear they know, 

Their only paffion to offend the foe. 

In might and fury, like the warrior God, 

Before his troops the glorious Nunio rode : 

That land, the proud invaders claim'd, he fows 

With their fpilt blood, and with their corfes ftrcws; 

Their forceful volleys now the crofs bows pour, 

The clouds are darkcn'd with the arrowy fhower; 

The white foam reeking o'er their wavy mane, 

The fnorting courfers rage and paw the plain; 

k Homer and Virgil have, with great art, The circumftanccs preparatory to the er.- 
gradually heightened the fury of every bat- gagement are happily  imagined, a:-.d  fo- 
tle, till the laft efforts of their genius were lemnly conducted, and the fury of the com- 
lavifhcd in defcribing the fuperior prowefs bat is fupportcd with a poetical heat, and a 
of the Hero in the dccifive engagement. variety   of imagery, which, cne need not 
Camocns, in like manner, has bellowed his hcfitate to affirm, would do honour  to an 
utmoft attention on this his principal battle. ancient clafiic, 

Beat 
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Beat by their iron hoofs, the plain rebounds, 

As diftant thunder through the mountains founds : 

The ponderous fpears crafli, fplintering far around; 

The horfe and horfemen flounder on the ground; 

The ground groans with the fudden weight oppreft, 

And many a buckler rings on many a creft. 

Where wide around the raging Nunio's fword 

With furious fway the braveft fquadrons gored, 

The raging foes in clofer ranks advance, 

And his own brothers fhake the hoftile ' lance. 

Oh I horrid fight! yet not the ties of blood, 

Nor yearning memory his rage withftood j 

' And his o-ivn brothers Jhaie the bojlile 
lance—The juft indignation with which Ca- 
moens treats the kindred of the brave Nunio 
Alvaro tie Pereyra, is condemned by the 
French Tranflator. " Dans le fond, fays 
he, les Pereyras ne meritoient aueune fietrif- 
fure, tec.—The Pereyras deferve no (lain 
on their memory for joining the king of 
Caftile, whofe title to the crown of Portugal 
was infinitely more juft and folid than that 
of Don John." Caftera, however, is grofsly 
miftaken. Don Alcnzo -Enriquez, the firft 
king of Portugal, was elctted by the peo- 
ple, who had recovered their liberties at the 
glorious battle of Ourique. At thecle&ion 
the constitution of the kingdom was fettled 
in eighteen fhort ftatutcs, wherein it is ex- 
prefsly provided, that none but a Portuguefe 
can be king of Portugal ; that if an In- 
fanta marry a foreign Prince, he (hall not, 
in her right, "become king of Portugal, and 
a new ebftion of a king, in cafe of the 
failure of the male line, is by thefe ftatutes 

• fuppofrd legal. By the treaty of marriage 
between the king of Caftile and Donna 
Beatrix, the heirefs of Fernando of Portu- 
gal, it was agreed, that only their children 

fhould fucceed to the Portuguefe crown ; 
and that, in cafe the throne became vacant 
ere fuch children were born, the queen- 
dowager Leonora mould govern with the 
title of Regent. Thus, neither by the ori- 
ginal conftitution, nor the treaty of mar- 
riage, could the king of Caftile fucceed to 
the throne of Portugal. And any pretenco 
he might found on the marriage contract was 
already forfeited ; for he caufed himfelf and 
his queen to be proclaimed, added Portugal to 
his titles, coined Portuguefe money with his 
buft, depofed the queen Regent, and after- 
wards fent her prifoner to Caftile. The 
lawful heir, Don Juan, the foil of Inez de 
Caftro, was kept in prifon by his rival the 
king of Caftile ; and as before obferved, a 
new ele&ion was, by the original ftatutes, 
fuppofed legal in cafes of emergency, 
Thefe fafts, added to the confideration of 
the tyranny of the king of Caftile, and the 
great fervices Don John had rendered his 
country, upon whom its exiftence, as a 
kingdom, depended, fully vindicate the in- 
dignation of Camoens againft the traiterous 
Pereyras. 

With 
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With proud difdain his honeft eyes behold 

Who e'er the traytor, who his king has fold. 

Nor want there others in the hoftile band 

Who draw their fwords againft their native land ; 

And headlong driven, by impious rage accurft, 

In rank were foremoft, and in fight the firft. 

So fons and fathers, by each other flain, 

With horrid flaughter dyed Pharfalia's plain. 

Ye dreary ghofts, who now for treafons foul, 

Amidft the gloom of Stygian darknefs howl ; 

Thou Cataline, and, ftern Sertoriiis, tell 

Your brother fhades, and foothe the pains of hell j 

With triumph tell them, fome of Lufian race 

Like you have earn'd the Traytor's foul difgrace. 

As waves on waves, the foes encreafing weight 

.Bears down our foremoft ranks and fhakes the fight j 

Yet firm and undifmay'd great Nunio ftands, 

And braves the tumult of furrounding bands. 

So, from high Ceuta's rocky mountains ftray'd, 

The ranging Lion braves the fhepherd's fhade ; 

The fhepherds haftening o'er the Tetuan plain, 

With fhouts furround him, and with fpears reftrain: 

He flops, with grinning teeth his breath he draws, 

Nor is it fear, but rage, that makes him paufe; 

His 
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His threatening eyeballs burn, with fparkling fire, 

And his ftern heart forbids him to retire: 

Amidft the thicknefs of the fpears he flings, 

So midft his foes the furious Nunio fprings: 

The Lufian grafs with foreign gore diftain'd, 

Difplays the carnage of the hero's hand. 

" An ample fhield the brave Giraldo bore, 

" Which from the vanquifh'd Perez' arm he tore ; 

" Pierced through that fliield, cold death invades his eye," 
<{ And dying Perez favv his Vi&or die. 

" Edward and Pedro emulous of fame, 

" The fame their friendfhip, and their youth the fame, 

" Through the fierce Brigians hew'd their bloody m way, 

" .Till in a cold embrace the ftriplings lay. 

" Lopez and Vincent rufh'd on glorious death, 

" And midft their flaughtered foes refign'd their breath. 

" Alonzo glorying in his youthful might 

" Spur'd his fierce courfer through the daggering fight: 

" Shower'd from the darning hoofs the fpatter'd gore 

" Flies round; but foon the Rider vaunts no more: 

" Five Spanifh fwords the murmuring ghofts atone, 

" Of five Caftilians by his arm o'erthrown. 

n Through tie f.crce Brigians The       the Monkifh fabulifts call the grandfon of 
Caftilians, fo called from one of their an-       Noah, 
cient kings, named Brix, or Brigus, whom 

Tran sfix'd 
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•" Transfixt with three Iberian fpears, the gay, 

•" The knightly lover young Hilario lay: 

' " Though, like a rofe, cut off in opening bloom, 

'" The Hero weeps not for his early doom ; 

" Yet trembling in his fwimming eye appears 

'" The pearly drop, while his pale cheek he rears, 

" To call his loved Antonia's name he tries, 

•" The name half utter'd, down he finks, and " dies." 

Now through his fliatter'd ranks the Monarch flrode, 

And now before his rally'd fquadrons rode: 

Brave Nunio's danger from afar he fpies, 

And inftant to his aid impetuous flies. 

So when returning from the plunder'd folds, 

The Lionefs her emptied den beholds, 

Enraged fhe {lands, and liftcning to the gale, 

She hears her whelps low howling in the vale j 

The living fparkles flafhing from her eyes, 

To the Maffylian fliepherd-tcnts fhe ° flies ; 

She groans, fhe roars, and ecchoing far around 

The feven twin-mountains tremble at tlie found : 

n Thefc lines marked in the text with gil, was willing to preferve them with this 
turned commas, are not in the common " acknowledgement; in this he he has fol- 
editions of Camoens. They confift of three lowed the example of Caftera. 
ftanzas in the Portuguefe, and are faidto » Maffylia, a province in Numidia, great- 
have been left out by the author himfelf in ly infclled with lions, particularly that part 
his fecond edition. The translator, how- of it called Os fete mon:ts irmacs, the feven 
ever, as they breathe the true fpirit of Vir- brother mountains. 

Y So 
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So raged the king, and with a chofen train 

He pours refiftlefs o'er the heaps of (lain. 

Oh bold companions of my toils, he cries, 

Our dear-loved freedom on our lances lies j 

Behold your friend, your Monarch leads the way,. 

And dares the thicker! of the iron fray. 

Say, fhall the Lufian race forfake their king, 

Where fpears environ, and where javelins fing ! 

He fpoke; then four times round his head he whirl'd; 

His ponderous fpear, and midft the foremoft hurl'd; 

Deep through the ranks' the forceful weapon paft, 

And many a gafping warrior figh'd his p laft. 

p And many a gafping warrior fight1 d his 
laft This, which is almoft literal from 

Muiics lanijarao 0 ultimo fufpiro 

and the preceding circumftancc of Don 
John's brandifhing his lance four times 

E fopefando a Ian fa quutro >vezes 
are poetical, and in the fpirit of Homer. 
They are omitted, however, by Caflera, 
who fubftitutcs the following in their 
place, " // dit, et d'un bras, &c. — He 
faid, and with an arm whofe blows are 
inevitable, he threw his javelin againll the 
fierce Maldonat. Death and the weapon 
went together. Maldonat fell, pierced with 
a large wound, and his horfc tumbled over 
hira." Befides Maldonat, Caftcra has, in 
this battle, introduced feveral other names 
which have no place in Camoens. Carrillo, 
Robledo, John of Lorca, Salazar of Seville 
were killed, he tells us: And, " Ve- 
lafquss and Sanches, natives of Toledo, 
Galbes, furnamed the Soldier without Fear, 
Mo.itanches,   Oropefa,   and   Mondoncdo, 

all fix of proved valour, fell by the hand of" 
young Antony, qui forte Sans le combat ott 
plus d'adreffe ou plus de bonheur qu'eux, who 
brought to the fight either more addrefs or 
better fortune than thefc." Not a word of 
this is in the Portuguefe. 

The fate of another hero (hall conclude the 
fpecimens of the manner of Caftera. The 
following is literally translated : " Guevar, 
a vain man, nouriflied in indolence, flained 
his arms and face with the blood of the 
dead whom he found llretched on the dull. 
Under the cover of this frivolous impofturc, 
he pretended to pafs himfclf for a formid- 
able warrior. He publifhcd, with a high 
voice, the number of the enemies he had 
thrown to the ground. Don Pedro inter- 
rupted him with a blow of his fabrc: Guevar 
loft his life; his head, full of the fumes of 
a ridiculous pride, bounded far away from 
his body, which remained defiled with its 
own blood ; a juft and terrible punifhment 
for the lies he had told." It is almoft un- 
neceflary to add, that there is not one word 
of this in the original. 

With 
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With noble fhame infpired, and mounting rage, 

His bands rufh on, and foot to foot engage; 

Thick burfting fparkles from the blows afpire ; 

Such flafhes blaze, their fwords feem dipt in q fire j 

The belts of fteel and plates of brafs are riven, 

And wound for wound, and death for death is given. 

The firft in honour .of Saint Jago's ' band, 

A naked ghoft now fought the gloomy ftrand; 

And he, of Calatrave the fovereign knight, 

Girt with whole troops his arm had flain in fight, 

Defcended murmuring to the fhades of night. 

Blafpheming heaven, and gafli'd with many a wound 

Brave Nunio's rebel kindred gnaw'd the ground, 

And curft their fate, and dy'd.    Ten thoufands more 

Who held no title and no office bore, 

And namclefs nobles who, promifcuous fell, 

Appeas'd that day the foaming dog of hell. 

Now low the proud Caftilian flandard lies 

Beneath the Lufian flag, a vanquifh'd prize. 

\ 

1 Their fwords feem dipt in fire This 
is as literal as the idiom of the two lan- 
guages would allow. Dryden has a thought 
like that of this couplet, but which is not 
in his original : 
Their bucklers claSh ; thick blows defcend from 

high, 
And flakes of fire from their hard helmets fly. 

D«YD. VIRC.EN.XII. 

' Grand Mafterof the order of St. James, 
■named Don Pedro Nunio. He was not 
killed, however, in this battle, which was 

fought on the plains of djubarota, but 
in that of Valverda, which immediately 
followed. The Reader may perhaps be fur- 
prifed to find, that every foldier mentioned 
in thefe notes is a Don, a Lord. The fol- 
lowing piece of hiilory will account for the 
number of the Portuguefc nobles. Don 
Alonzo EnriqutK, Count of Portugal, was 
faluted king by his army at the battle of Ou- 
rique; in return, his Majefty dignified every 
man in his army with the rank of nobility. 
Vid. the 9th of the Stat. of Lamego. 

Y 2 With 
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With furious madnefs fired, and ftern difdain, 

The fierce Iberians to the fight again 

Rufli headlong; groans and yellings of ' defpair- 

With horrid uproar rend the trembling air. 

Hot boils the blood, thirft burns, and every breaft 

Pants, every limb with fainty weight oppreft 

Slow now obeys the will's ftern ire, and flow. 

From every fword d'efcendsthe feeble blow ;, 

Till rage grew languid, and' tired (laughter found"' 

No arm to combat, and no breaft to wound. 

Now from the field Cafteel's proud monarch • flits,-. 

In wild difmay he rowls his maddening eyes, 

And leads the pale-lipt flight, who, wing'd with fear, 

As drifted fmoke at diftance difappear, 

' The laft efforts of rage and defpair are 
thus defcribed in Pope's tranflation of the 
fifth battle at the (hips.   Ii,, XV. 

Thou -wouUp have thought, Jo furious was their fire, 
Wo force could lame them, and no toil tould t'tro; 
yfi if new vigour from nrwfgbts they -won, 
And the long battle w<ri hut then begun. 
<Jrecceyet unconeucr'd kept alive the war, 
Stcure of death, confiding in defpair. 
Troy in proud hopes already vteiv'd the main, 
Bright -with the l/axt, and red with heroes jlain j 
Like Jlrengtb is felt from hope and from drffair, 
jjr,d each contends as bis -were all the -war. 

5 This tyrant, whofe unjaft pretenfions to 
the crown of Portugal laid his own and that 
kingdom in blood, was on his final defeat 
overwhelmed with all the frenzy of grief. 
In the night after the decifive battle of Alju- 
Larata, he fled upwards of thirty miles upon 
a mule. Don Laurence, archbilhop of Brega, 
in a letter written in old Portuguefe to Don 
John, abbot of Alcobaza, gives this ac- 
count of his behaviour. " O cendrjirabre 
" it ir.efar fabtr (a o rey de Caflellafe viera 

" a Santaren como bemen iref-valtadc, quant 
" maldezia feu -vrver, e puxa<vcv polds bar- 
" bat; e a bo fi,. bom amigo, melbcr e que 
"' ° faZa ta ncn fW""lo "O's ca bomen, 
" quern fuas barbas arrepela mao la-vor fa- 
" r'ta das albeas. i. e. The conftable has 
" informed me that he faw the king of 
" Caftile at Santaren, who behaved as a. 
" madman, curiing his exiftence, and 
" tearing the hairs of his beard. And it*. 
" good faith, my good friend, it is better 
" that he fhould do fo to himfelf than to 
" us; the man who thus plucks his own 
" beard, would be much better pleafed to 
" do fo to others." The writer of this, 
letter, though a prelate, fought at the battle 
of jfljttbarcta, where he received on the 
face a large wound from a fabrc. Caftera 
relates this anecdote of him. The flattery 
of a fculptor had omitted the deep fear: 
when the archbifhop faw the (latue, he laid 
hold of an attendant's fword, with which 

. he disfigured the face. I have now, fai& 
he, fupplicd,what it wanted. 

Blafpheming; 
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Blafpheming fate, and curfing him who firft 

Forged horrid arms, and led to wars accurft. 

The feftive days by. heroes old ' ordain'd- 

The glorious victor on the field remain'd? 

The funeral rites and holy vows he paid : 

Yet not the while the reftlefs Nunio ftaid; 

O'er Tago's waves his gallant bands he led, 

And humbled Spain in every province bled : 

Sevilia's ftandard on his fpear he bore, 

And Andalufia's enfigns fteept in gore.- 

Low in the duft diftreft Caftilia mourn'd, 

And bathed in tears each eye to heaven was turn'dj.. 

The orphan's, widow's, and the hoaiy fire's • 

And heaven relenting quench'd the raging fires 

Of mutual hate: from. England's .happy fliore: 

The peaceful feas two lovely fitters ' bore. 

' The ftftive days by heroes old ordain'd. . 
 As a certain proof of the victory, it 
was required, by the honour of thefe ages, 
that the viftor fhould encamp three days on.- 
the field of battle. By this knight-erran- 
try, the advantages which ought to have 
been purfued were frequently loft. Don 
John, however, though he complied with 
the reigning ideas of honour, fent Don 
Nunio, with a proper army, to reap the 
fruits of his victory. 

u Caftera's note on this place is literally 
thus: " They were the daughters of John 
" duke of Lancafter, fon of Edward IV. of 
«« England, both of great beauty: the eldeft, 
" named Catharine* was married to the 
"king of Caftile, the youngeft, Ifabel, 
<< to the king of Portugal." This is all 
a miftake. John of Portugal, about a year 
after the battle of Aljubarota, married Phi- 
li>pa, eldeft daughter of John of Gaunt, 

duke of Lancafter, fon of Edward III. who-- 
aflifted the king, his fon-in-law, in an-» 
irruption into Caftile, and at the end of the 
campaign promifed to return with more 
numerous forces for the next. But this was 
prevented by the marriage of his youngeft 
daughter Catalina with Don Henry, eldeft 
fon of the king of Caftile. The king of Por- 
tugal on this entered Galicia,and reduced the 
cities of Tuy and Salvaterra. A truce fol- 
lowed. While the tyrant of Caftile medi- 
tated a new war, he was killed by a fall 
from his horfe, and leaving no iflue by 
his queen Beatrix, the king of Portugal's 
daughter, all pretenfions on that crown 
ceaied. The truce was now prolonged for 
fifteen years, and though not ftriftly kept, 
yet at laft the influence of the Englifti queen 
Catalina prevailed, and a long peace, happy 
for both kingdoms, enfued. 

The 
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The rival monarchs to the nuptial bed 

In joyful hour the royal virgins led, 

And holy peace affum'd her blifsful reign, 

Again the peafant joy'd, the landfcape fmiled again. 

But John's brave breaft to warlike cares innured, 

With confeious fhame the floth of eafe endured. 

When not a foe awaked his rage in Spain 

The valiant Hero braved the foamy main; 

The firft, nor meaneft, of our kings who bore 

The Lufian thunders to the Afric fhore. 

O'er the wild waves the victor-banners flow'd, 

Their filver wings a thoufand eagles fhew'd;. 

And proudly fwelling to the whiftling gales 

The feas were whiten'd with a thoufand fails. 

Beyond the columns by Alcides placed 

To bound the world, the zealous warrior paft. 

The mrines of Hagar's race, the (brines of luft, 

And moon-crown'd mofques lay fmoaking in the du'ft. 

O'er Abyla's high fteephis lance he raifed, 

'. On Ceuta's lofty towers his ftandard blazed : 

• Ceuta, the refuge of the traitor train, 

His vaffal now, enfures the peace of Spain. 

But ah, how foon the blaze of glory w dies! 

Jlluftrious John afcends his native ikies. 

*■ The   character of this great prince      , comment on the enthufiafm of Camoens, 
i claims a place in thefe notes, as it affords a       who has made him the hero of his epifode. 

xi it 
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His gallant\ffspring prove their genuine ftrain, 

And added lands increafe the Lufian reign. 
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Yet not the fiift of heroes Edward flione; 

His happieft days long hours of evil own. 

He faw, fecluded from the chearful day, 

His fainted brother pine his years away. 

O glorious youth in captive chains, to thee 

What fuiting honours can thy land x decree ! 

His birth, excellent education, and mafterly 
condutt when  regent,   have already been 
mentioned.    The fame juftice,   prudence, 
and heroifm always accompanied him when 
king.    He had the art to join the  moft 
winning affability with all the manly dig- 
nity of the fovcreign.    To thofc who were 
his friends, when- a private man, he was 
particularly attentive.    His nobility dined 
at his table, he frequently made vifits to 
them, and introduced among them thetaftc 
for, and the love of letters.    As he felt the 
advantages of education,, he took the utmoft 
care of that of his children.    He had many 
fons, and he himfelf often inftru&ed them 
in folid and ufeful knowledge,   and was 
amply repaid.    He lived to fee them men, 
men of parts and of aition, whofe only emu- 
lation was to lhcw affe&ion  to his pcrfon, 
and to fupport his adminiftration by their 
great   abilities.    One of   his  fons,   Don 
Henry, duke of 1'ifeo, was that great prince 
whofe ardent paflion  for maritime affairs 
gave birth to all the modern improvements 
in navigation.    The clergy, who had dif- 
tutbed almoft every other reign, were fo 
convinced of the wifdom of his, that they, 
confeffed he ought to be fupportcd out of- 
the  trcafures   of the church, and granted 
him the church plate to be coined.    When 
the Pope ordered a rigorous enquiry to be 
made into his having brought ecclefiaftics be- 
fore lay tribunals, the clergy had the fingular 
honcfly to defert what was ftiled the church 
immunities, and  to  own that juftice had 
been impartially adminiflered.    He died in 
die fcventy-fixth year of his age, ccd in the 

forty-eighth of his reign.    His affc&ion to- 
his queen  Pbilippa made him fond of the- 
Englifh, whofe friendfhip he cultivated, and 
by whom he was frequently aflifted. 

* Camoens, in this inftance, has raifed 
the character of one brother at the other's 
expence, to give his poem an air of the 
old romance. The fiege of Tangier was 
propofed. The king's brothers differed in 
their opinions : that of Don Fernand, tho' 
a knight errant adventure, was approved of 
by the young nobility. The infants Henry 
and Fernand, at the head of 7000 men,' 
laid fiege to Tangier, and were furrounded 
by a numerous army of Moors, fomc writers 
fay fix hundred thoufand. On condition 
that the Portugucfc army fhould be allowed 
to return home, the infants promifed to 
deliver Ccuta. The Moors gladly accepted 
of the terms, but demanded one of the in- 
fants as an hoftagc. Fernand offered him- 
felf, and was left. The king was willing 
to comply with the terms to relieve his 
brother, but the court confidcrcd the value 
of Ceuta, and would notconfent. The Pope 
alfo intcrpofed his authority, that Ceuta 
fhould be kept as a check on the infidels, 
and propofed to raife a Crufade for the de- 
lK'cry of Fernand. In the meanwhile large 
offers were made for his liberty. Thcfe were 
rejected by the Moors, who would accept of 
nothing but Ceuta, of whofe vaft importance 
they were no Grangers. When negotiation 
failed, king Edward afiemblcd a large army 
to effeft his brother's relcafe, but juft as he 
was fctting out, he was foiled with the 
plague, and died, leaving orders with his 

outeu. 



\7° THE       L  U   S   I   AiD. BooKiy. 

Thy nation proffer'd, and the foe with joy 

For Ceuta's towers prepared to yield the boy; 

The princely hoftage nobly fpurns the thought 

Of freedom and of life fo dearly bought: 

The raging vengeance of the Moors defies, 

Gives to the clanking chains his limbs, and dies 

A dreary prifon death.    Let noify fame 

No more unequall'd'hold'her Codrus' name; 

Her Rcgulus, her Curtius boaft no more, 

Nor^thofe the honour'd Decian name who bore. 

Thefplendor of a court, to them unknown, 

Exchang'd for deathful Fate's moft awful frown 

To diftant times through every land mail blaze 

The felf-devoted Lufian's nobler praife. 

Now to the tomb the haplefs king defcends, 

His fon Alonzo brighter fate attends. 

queen to deliver up Ceuta for the releafe of 
his brother. This, however, was never 
performed. Don Fernand remained with 
the Moors till his death. The magnani- 
mity of his behavieur gained him their 
efteem and admiration, nor is there good 
proof that he received any extraordinary 
rigorous treatment; the contrary is rather 
to be inferred from the romantic notions of 
military honour which then prevailed among 
the Moors. Some, however, whom Caftera 
follows, make his fufFcrings little inferior 
to thofe, without proof likewife, afcribed 
to Regulus. Don Fernand is to this day 

■efteenied as a faint and martyr in Portugal, 
and his memory is commemorated on the 
fifth of June. King Edward reigned only 
,£ve years and a month.   .He was the moil 

eloquent man in his dominions, fpoke and 
wrote Latin elegantly, was author of fe- 
veral bookj, one on horfemanmip, in which 
art he excejled. He was brave in the field, 
active in bufmefs, and rendered his country 
infinite fervice by reducing the laws to a 
regular code. He was knight of the order 
ofthe Garter, which honour was conferred 
upon him by his coufin Henry V. of Eng- 
land. In one inftance he gave great offence 
to the fupcrftitious populace. He defpifed 
the advice of a Jew aflrologer, who entreated 
him to delay his coronation, becaufe the 
ftars that day were unfavourable. To this 
the misfortune of Tangier was afcribed, and 
the people were always on the alarm, as if 
fome terrible difafler were impending over 
them. 

Alonzo' 
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Alonzo ! dear to Lulus' race the name ; 

Nor his the meaneft in the rolls of fame. 

His might refiftlefs proftrate Afric own'd, 

Beneath his yoke the Mauritinians groan'd, 

And ftill they groan beneath the Lufian fway. 

'Twas his in victor-pomp to bear away 

The golden apples from Hefperia's fhore, 

Which but the fon of Jove had fnatch'd before. 

The palm and laurel round his temples bound, 

Difplay'd his triumphs on the Moorifh ground. 

When proud Arzilla's ftrength, Alcazer's towers, 

And Tingia, boaftful of her numerous powers, 

Beheld their adamantine walls o'erturn'd, 

Their ramparts levell'd, and their temples burn'd. 

Great was the day: the meaneft fword that fought 

Beneath the Lufian flag fuch wonders wrought 

As from the Mufe might challenge endlefs fame, 

Though low their ftation, and without a name. 

Now ftung with wild Ambition's madning fires, 

To proud Caftilia's throne the king yafpires. 

The Lord of Arragon, from Cadiz' walls, 

And hoar Pyrene's fides his legions calls; 

y When Henry IV. of Caftile died, he the kingdom of Caftile, Don Alonzo, king 
declared that the infanta Joanna was his of Portugal, obtained a difpenfuion from 
heirefs, in preference to his filler, Donna the pope to marry his niece, Donna 'Joanna, 
lfabella, married to Don Ferdinand, fon to After a. bloody war, the ambitious views of 
the king of Arragon.    In hopes to attain Alonzo and his courtiers were defeated. 

Z The 
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The numerous legions to his ftandards throng, 

And war, with horrid ftrides, now ftalks along. 

With emulation fired, the * prince beheld 

His warlike fire ambitious of the field j 

Scornful of eafe, to aid his arms he fped, 

Nor fped in vain : The raging combat bled j 

Alonzo's ranks with carnage gored, Difmay 

Spread her cold wings, and fhook his firm array, 

To flight flie hurried; while with brow ferene 

The martial boy beheld the deathful fcene. 

With curving movement o'er the field he rode, 

Th' oppofing troops his wheeling fquadrons mow'd : 

The purple dawn and evening fun beheld 

His tents encampt affert the conquer'd field. 

Thus when the ghoft of Julius hover'd o'er 

Philippi's plain, appeafed with Roman gore, 

Odtavius' legions left the field in flight, 

While happier Marcus triumph'd in the fight. 

When endlefs night had feal'd his mortal eyes, 

And brave Alonzo's fpirit fought the fkies, 

The fecond of the name, the valiant John, 

Our thirteenth monarch, now afcends the throne. 

To feize immortal fame, his mighty mind, 

What man had never dared before, defign'd; 

* The Prince of Portugal. 
That 
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That glorious labour which I now purfue, 

Through feas unfail'd to find the fhores that view 

The day-ftar, rifing from his watery bed, 

The firft grey beams of infant morning fried. 

Selected meflengers his will obey; 

Through Spain and France they hold their vent'rous way. 

Through Italy they reach the port that gave 

The fair Parthenope an honour'd z grave; 

That fhore which oft has felt the fervile chain, 

But now fmiles happy in the care of Spain. 

Now from the port the brave advent'rers bore, 

And cut the billows of the Rhodian fliore; 

Now reach the flrand where noble Pompey * bled; 

And now, repair'd with reft, to Memphis fped; 

And now, afcending by the vales of Nile, 

Whofe waves pour fatnefs o'er the grateful foil, 

Through Ethiopia's peaceful dales they ftray'd, 

Where their glad eyes Meffiah's rites b furvey'd : 

And now they pafs the famed Arabian flood, 

Whofe waves of old in wondrous ridges flood, 

While Ifrael's favour'd race the fable bottom trode : 

Behind them gliftening to the morning Ikies, 

The mountains named from Izmacl's offspring e rife; 

z Parthenope  was one  of the  Syrens. * The coaft of Alexandria. 
F.nraged becaufe fhe could not allure Ulyf- b Among the Chriftiansof Vrtfler Jotf;, 
fcs,  (he threw herfelf into the fea.    Her or Abyflynia. 
corps was thrown afhore, and buried where c The Nabathcan mountains ; Co named 
Naples now ftands. from Nabaoth, the fon of Iflimael.    * 

Z 2 Now 
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Now round their fteps the bleft Arabia fpreads 

Her groves of odour, and her balmy meads, 

And every breaft, infpired with glee, inhales 

The grateful fragrance of Sabnea's gales: 

Now paft the Perfian gulph their rout afcends 

Where Tygris wave with proud Euphrates blends; 

Illuftrious ftreams, where flill the native fhews 

Where Babel's haughty tower unfinifh'd rofe : 

From thence through climes unknown, their daring courfe 

Beyond where Trajan forced his way, they 'force; 

Carmanian hords, and Indian tribes they faw, 

And many a barbarous rite, and many a d law 

Their fearch explored ; but to their native more, 

Enrich'd with knowledge, they return'd no more. 

The glad completion of the Fate's decree, 

Kind heaven referved, Emmanuel, for thee. 

The crown, and high ambition of thy ' fires. 

To thee defcending, waked thy latent fires, • | 

And to command the fea from pole to pole, 

With reftlefs wiih inflamed thy mighty foul. 

Now from the fky the facred light withdrawn, 

O'er heaven's clear azure fhone the ftars of dawn, 

c Beyond ivbere Trajan—The Emperor Arabia Fcclix.    Vid. Dion,  Caff. Eufeb. 
Trajan extended the bounds of the Roman Chron. p. 206. 

■Empire in the Eaft, far beyondany of his pre- d Qui mores bominum multo.-um vidit.  
deceflbrs. His conquefts reached to the river HOR. 
Tigris, near which flood the city of Ctefi- e Emmanuel was coufm to the late king 
phon, which he fubdued. The Roman Hif- John II. and grandfon to king Edward, fon 
:torians boafted that India was entirely con- of John I, 
qucrcd by him; but they could only mean 

Deep 



BOOK IV.. THE       L   U   S   I   A, D. 175 

Deep Silence fpread her gloomy wings around, 

And human griefs were wrapt in fleep profound. 

The monarch flumber'd on his golden bed, 

Yet anxious cares pofleft his thoughtful head; 

His generous foul, intent on public good, 

The glorious duties of his birth review'd. 

When fent by heaven a facred dream infpired 

His labouring mind, and with its radiance fired: 

High to the clouds his towering head was rear'd, 

New worlds, and nations fierce and ftrange appear'dj 

The purple dawning o'er the mountains flow'd, 

The foreft-boughs with yellow fplendor glow'd; 

High from the fleep two copious glafly flreams 

Roll'd down, and glitter'd in the morning beams; 

Here various monfters of the wild were feen, 

And birds of plumage, azure, fcarlet, green : 

Here various herbs, and flowers of various bloom; 

There black as night the foreft's horrid gloom, 

Whofe fli'aggy brakes, by human flep untrod, 

Darken'd the glaring lion's dread abode. 

Here as .the monarch fix'd his wondering eyes, 

Two hoary fathers from the ftreams arife j 

Their afpect ruftic, yet a reverend grace 

Appeared majeflic on their wrinkled face; 

Their tawny beards uncomb'd, and fweepy long, 

Adown their knees in fhaggy ringlets hung 3 
3Frcm 
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From every lock the chryftal drops diftill, 

And bathe their limbs as in a trickling rill; 

Gay wreaths of flowers, of fruitage, and of boughs, 

Namelefs in Europe, crown'd their furrow'd brows, 

Bent o'er his ftaff, more filvcr'd o'er with years, 

Worn with a longer way, the One appears; 

Who now flow beckoning with his wither'd hand, 

As now advanced before the king they ftand; 

O thou, whom worlds to Europe yet unknown, 

Are doom'd to yield, and dignify thy crown; 

To thee our golden fhores the Fates decree; 

Our necks, unbow'd before, fhall bend to thee. 

Wide thro' the world refounds our wealthy fame; 

Hafte, fpeed thy prows, that fated wealth to claim. 

From Paradife my hallowed waters fpi'ing -, 

The facred Ganges I, my brother king 

Th' illuftrious author of the Indian name : 

Yet toil fhall .languish, and the fight fhall flame; 

Our faireft lawns with {beaming gore fhall fmoke, 

Ere yet our fhoulders bend beneath thy yoke; 

But thou fhalt conquer : all thine eyes furvey, 

With all our various tribes fhall own thy fway. 

He fpoke; and melting in a filvery ftream 

Both difappear'd; when waking from his dream,. 
The 
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The wondering monarch thrill'd with awe divine, 

Weighs in his lofty thoughts the facred fign. 

Now morning burfting from the eaftern fky 

Spreads o'er the clouds the blufhing rofe's dye, 

The nations wake, and at the fovereign's call 

The Lufian nobles crowd the palace hall. 

The vifion of his fleep the monarch tells; 

Each heaving breaft with joyful wonder fwells: 

Fulfil, they cry, the facred fign obey, 

And fpread the canvas for the Indian fea. 

lnftant My looks with troubled ardour burn'd, 

When keen on Me his eyes the monarch turn'd : 
What he beheld I know not, but I know, 

Big fwcll'd my bofom with a prophet's glow: 

And long my mind, with wondrous bodings fired, 

Had to the glorious dreadful toil afpired : 

Yet to the king, whate'er my looks betrayed, 

My looks the omen of fuccefs difplayed. 

When with that fweetnefs in his mien expreft, 

Which unrefifted wins the generous breaft, 

Great are the dangers, great the toils, he cried, 

Ere glorious honours crown the vigor's pride. 

If in the glorious flrife the hero fall, 

He proves no danger could his foul appall; 

And 
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And but to dare fo great a toil, (hall raife 

Each age's wonder, and immortal praife. 

For this dread toil new oceans to explore, 

To fpread the fail where fail ne'er flow'd before, 

For this dread labour, to your valour due, 

From all your peers I chufe, O VASCO, you. 

Dread as it is, yet light the tafk fhall be 

To you my GAMA, as perform'd for Me.  

My heart could bear no more Let Ikies on fire, 

Let frozen feas, let horrid war confpire, 

I dare them all, I cried, and but repine 

That one poor life is all I can refign. 

Did to my lot Alcides' labours fall, 

For you my joyful heart would dare them all; 

The ghaftly realms of death could man invade 

For you my fteps fhould trace the ghaftly fhade. 

While thus with loyal zeal my bofom fwell'd, 

That panting zeal my Prince with joy beheld: 

Honour'd with gifts I flood, but honour'd more 

By that efteem my joyful Sovereign bore. 

That generous praife which fires the foul of worth, 

And gives new virtues unexpected birth, 

That praife even now my heaving bofom fires, 

Inflames my courage, and each wifli infpircs. 

Moved 
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Moved by afFe&ion, and allured by fame, 

A gallant youth, who bore the deareft name, 

Paulus my brother, boldly fued to fhare 

My toils, my dangers, and my fate in war; 

And brave Coe'llo urged the Hero's claim 

To dare each hardfhip, and to join our fame : 

For glory both with reftlefs ardour burn'd, 

And filken eafe for horrid danger fpurn'd; 

Alike renown'd in council or in field, 

The fnare to baffle, or the fword to wield. 

Through Lifbon's youth, the kindling ardour ran, 

And bold ambition thrill'd from man to man ; 

And each the meaneft of the venturous band 

With gifts flood honour'd by the Sovereign's hand. 

Heavens! what a fury fwell'd each warrior's breaft, 

When each, in turn, the fmiling King addrefl! 

Fired by his words the direft toils they fcorn'd, 

And with the horrid luft of danger fiercely burn'd. 

With fuch bold rage the youth of Mynia glow'd, 

When the firft keel the Euxine furges plow'd; 

When bravely venturous for the golden fleece 

Orac'lous Argo fail'd from wondering ' Greece. 

1 Orac'hus Argo—According to fable, their lives to the caprices of the waves have 
the veflel of the Argonauts fpoke and pro- need of a penetrating-fort-fight, that they 
phecicd.    The ancients, I fuppofe, by this may not be furprifed by fudden tempefts. 
meant  to  infinuate,   that thofe who truft Cajlera. 

A a Where 
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Where Tago's yellow ftream the harbour laves, 

^And flowly mingles with the ocean's waves, 

In warlike pride my gallant navy rode, 

And proudly o'er the beach my foldiers ftrode. 

Sailors and land-men marfhaU'd o'er the ftrand, 

In garbs of various hue around me ftand; 

Each earneft firft to plight the facred vow, 

Oceans unknown and gulphs untry'd to plow: 

Then turning to the fhips their fparkling eyes, 

With joy they heard the breathing winds arife ; 

Elate with joy beheld the flapping fail, 

And purple ftandards floating on the gale : 

While each prefaged that great as Argo's fame, 

Our fleet fhould give fome ftarry band a name. 

Where foaming on the more the tide appears, 

A facred fane its hoary arches rears: 

Dim o'er the fea the evening fhades defcend, 

And at the holy fhrine devout we bend : 

There, while the tapers o'er the altar blaze, 

Our prayers and earneft vows to heaven we raife. 

" Safe through the deep, where every yawning wave 

" Still to the Sailor's eye difplays his grave; 

** Through howling tempefts, and through gulphs untry'd, 

" O! mighty God ! be thou our watchful guide." 

While 
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While kneeling thus before the facred flirine, 

In Holy Faith's raoft folemn rite we join; 

Our peace with heaven the bread of peace confirms, 

And meek contrition every bofom warms: 

Sudden the lights extinguifli'd, all around 

Dread filence reigns, and midnight gloom profound : 

A facred horror pants on every breath, 

And each firm breaft devotes itfelf to death, 

An offer'd facrifice, fworn to obey 

My nod, and follow where I lead the way -t 
Now proflrate round the hallow'd flirine we z lie, 

Till rofy morn befpreads the caftern fky; 

Then, breathing fixt refolves, my daring mates 

March to the fhips, while pour'd from Lifbon's gates, 

Thoufands on thoufands crowding, prefs along, 

A woeful, weeping, melancholy throng. 

A thoufand white-robed priefls our fleps attend, 

And prayers, and holy vows to heaven afcend; 

A fcene fo folemn, and the tender woe 

Of parting friends, conftrained my tears to flow. 

* This fatt is according to hiAory : Abe- 
rat OJyfippone prope littus quatuor pafl'uum 
raillia templum fane rcligiofum et fanclum 
ab Hcnrico in honorcm fanftiflimx virginis 
edificatum In id Gama pridie 
illius diei, quo erat naveni confeenfurus, fc 
recepit, ut noftem cum religiofis hominibus 
qui in xdibus templo conjunftis habitabant, 
in precibus ct votis confumcret.    Sequenti 

die cum multi non illius tantum gratia, fed 
aliorum etiani, qui illi comites crant, con- 
veniflent, fuit ab omnibus in fcaphis deduc- 
tus. Ncque folum homines reiigiofi, fed 
rcliqui omnes vocc maxima cum lacrymis a 
Deo precabantur, ut bene & profpere ilia 
tain periculofa navigatio omnibus evenirct, 
& univerfi re bene gefta incolumcs in pa- 
triam redirent. 

A a  2 To 
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To weigh our anchors from our native fhore  

To dare new oceans never dared before —■•— 

Perhaps to fee my native coaft no more  

Forgive, O king, if as a man I feel, 

I bear no bofom of obdurate fteel. 

(The godlike hero here fuppreft the figh, 

And wiped the tear-drop from his manly eye; 

Then thus refuming—) All the peopled fhore 

An awful, iilent look of anguifh wore j 

Affection, friendfhip, all the kindred ties 

Of fpoufe and parent languifh'd in their eyes: 

As men they never fhould again behold, 

Self-offcr'd victims to deftruttion fold, 

On us they fixt the eager look of woe, 

While tears o'er every cheek began to flow j 

When thus aloud, Alas! my fon, my fon, 

An hoary Sire exclaims, oh ! whither run, 

My heart's fole joy, my trembling age's flay, 

To yield thy limbs the dread fea-monfter's prey! 

To feek thy burial in the raging wave, 

And leave me cheerlefs finking to the grave ! 

Was it for this I watch'd thy tender years, 

And bore each fever of a father's fears ! 

Alas! my boy ! —His voice is heard no more, 

'The female ihriek refounds along the fhore.: 

1 

With 
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With hair difhevell'd, through the yielding crowd 

A lovely bride fprings on, and fcreams aloud; 

Oh!  where,  my hufband,  where to Teas unknown, 

Where would'ft thou fly me, and my love difown ! 

And wilt thou, cruel, to the deep confign 

That valued life, the joy, the foul of mine: 

And muft our loves, and all our kindred train 

Of rapt endearments, all expire in vain ! 

All the dear tranfports of the warm embrace, '.'. ' 

When mutual love infpired each raptured face! 

Muft all, alas ! be fcatter'd in the wind, 

Nor thou beftow one lingering look behind ! 

Such the lorn parents' and the fpoufes' woes, 

Such o'er the ftrand the voice of wailing rofe ; 

From breaft to breaft the foft contagion crept, 

Moved by the woeful found the children wept j 

The mountain ecchoes catch the big-fwoln fighs, 

And through the dales prolong the matron's cries; 

The yellow fands with tears are filver'd o'er, 

Our fate the mountains and the beach deplore. 

Yet iirm we march, nor turn one glance afide 

On hoary parent, or on lovely bride. 

Though glory fired our hearts, too well we knew 

What foft affe&ion and what love could do. 

The 
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The laft embrace the braveft word can bear: 

The bitter yearnings of the parting tear 

Sullen we fliun, unable to fuftain 

The melting paffion of fuch tender pain. 

BOOK IV. 

Now on the lofty decks prepared we ftand, 

When towering o'er the crowd that veil'd the ftrand, 

A reverend h figure fixt each wondering eye, 

And beckoning thrice he waved his hand on high, 

And thrice his hoary curls he fternly fliook, 

While grief and anger mingled in his look; 

11 By this old man is perfonified the po- 
pulace of Portugal. The endeavours to dif- 
cover the Ealt-Indies by the Southern ocean, 
for about eighty years had been the 
favourite topic of complaint; and never 
tvas any meafure of government more un- 
popular than the expedition of Gama. Em- 
manuel's council were almoft unanimous 
againil the attempt. Some dreaded the in- 
troduction of wealth, and its attendants 
luxury and effeminacy ; while others affirm- 
ed, that no adequate advantages could arifc 
from fo perilous and remote a navigation. 
Others, with a forefight peculiar to Politi- 
cians, were alarmed, left the Egyptian 
Sultan, who was powerful in the Eaft, 
mould fignify his difpleafure; and others 
forcfaw, that fuccefs would combine all the 
Princes of Chriftendom in a league for the 
deftruftion of Portugal. In fhort, if glory, in- 
tereft, or the propagation of the gofpel, were 
defired, Africa and Ethiopia, they faid, afford- 
ed, boih nearer and more advantageous fields. 
The expreflions of the thoufands who croud- 
ed the fhore when Gama gave his fails to 
the wind, are thus exprefled by Oforius, 
from whom the above facts are fekfted.— 

A multis tamen interim is fletus atque la- 
mentatio fiebat, ut funus efferrc viderentur. 
Sic cnim dicebant: En quo miferos mor- 
tales provexit cupiditas et ambitio i Potuit- 
ne gravius fupplicium hominibus iftis con- 
flitui, fi in fe fcelcflum aliquod facinus ad-. 
mififTent ? Eft enim illis immenfi niaris 
longitudo peragranda, fluftus immanes dif- 
fkillima navigatione fuperandi, vitx difcri- 
men in locis jnfinitis obeundum. Non fuit 
mult& tolerabilius, in terra quovis genere 
mortis abfumi, quam tarn procul a patria 
marinis fluftibus fepeliri. Ha;c et alia 
multa in hanc fententiam dicebant, ctim 
omnia mult& triftiora fingere prx metu co- 
gerentur. The tender emotion and fixt 
refolution of Gama, and the earneft paflion 
of the multitudes on the fhore, are thus 
added by the fame venerable hiftorian: 
Gama tamen quamvis lacrymas fuorum de- 
fidcrio funderet, rei tamen benc gerendx 
fiducia confirmatus, alacritcr in navem fauftis 
ominibus confeendit Qui in littore 
confillebant, non prius abfeedere voluerunt, 
quam naves vento fcrundo plcniflimis velis 
ab omnium confpeftu rcmota: funt. 

Then 
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Then to its height his faultering voice he rear'd, 

And through the fleet thefe awful words were heard : 

O frantic thirft of honour and of fame, 

The crowd's blind tribute, a fallacious name ; 

What flings, what plagues, what fecret fcourges curft, 

Torment thofe bofoms where thy pride is nurft! 

What dangers threaten, and what deaths deftroy 

The haplefs youth, whom thy vain gleams decoy! 

By thee, dire Tyrant of the noble mind, 

What dreadful woes are pour'd on human kind : 

Kingdoms and Empires in confufion hurl'd, 

What ftreams of gore have drench'd the haplefs world ! 

Thou dazzling meteor, vain as fleeting air, 

What new-dread horror doft thou now prepare! 

High founds thy voice of India's pearly fhore, 

Of endlefs triumphs and of countlefs ftore: 

Of other worlds fo tower'd thy fwelling boaft, 

T"hy golden dreams when Paradife was loft, 

When thy big promife fteep'd the world in gore, 

And Ample innocence was known no more. 

And fay, has fame fo dear, fo dazzling charms ? 

Mufl brutal fiercenefs and the trade of arms, 

Conquefl, and laurels dipt in blood, be prized, 

While life is fcorn'd, and all its joys defpifed. 

And fay, does zeal for holy faith infpire 

To fpread its mandates, thy avow'd defire ? 
Behold 
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Behold the Hagarene in armour Hands, 

Treads on thy borders, and the foe demands : 

A thoufand cities own his lordly fway, 

A thoufand various fhores his nod obey. 
Through all thefe regions, all theft cities, fcorn'd 

Is thy religion, and thine altars fprun'd. 

A foe renown'd in arms the brave require; 

That high-plumed foe, renown'd for martial fire, 

Before thy gates his mining fpear difplays, 

Whilft thou wouldft fondly dare .the watery maze, 

Enfeebled leave thy native land behind, 

On fhores unknown a foe unknown to find. 

Oh ! madnefs of ambition! thus to dare 

Dangers fo fruitlefs, fo remote a war! 
That Fame's vain flattery may thy name adorn, 

And thy proud titles on her flag be borne: 

Thee, Lord of Pcrfia, thee, of India Lord, 

O'er Ethiopia's vaft, and Araby adored ! 

Curft be the man who firfl on floating wood, 

Forfook the beach, and braved the treacherous flood! 

Oh ! never, never may the facred Nine, 

To crown his brows, the hallow'd wreath entwine j 

Nor may his name to future times refound, 

Oblivion be his meed, and hell profound ! 

Curft 
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Curft be the wretch, the fire of heaven who ftole, 

And with ambition firft debauch'd the foul!   ' 

What woes, Prometheus, walk the frighten'd earth ! 

To what dread flaughter has thy pride given birth ! 

On proud Ambition's pleafing gales upborne, 

One boafts to guide the chariot of the morn; 

And one on treacherous pinions foaring * high, 

O'er ocean's waves would fail the liquid fky: 

Dafh'd from their height they mourn'd their blighted aim ; 

One gives a river, one a fea the name ! 

Alas! the poor reward of that gay meteor Fame ! 

Yet fuch the fury of the mortal race, 

Though Fame's fair promife ends in foul difgrace, 

Though conqueft ftill the vi&or's hope betrays, 
The prize a fhadow, or a rainbow blaze, 

Yet ftill through fire and raging feas they run 

To catch the gilded fhade, and fink undone ! 

\ 
1 Alluding to the fables of Phaeton and       that could poflibly  tend  to  magnify  the 

Icarus' dangers and difficulties  of the wanderings 
<77,, j.f*r,       e .L   *     s        ,   rr- of ./Eneas, in his long fearch for the pro 
The departure of the flea from the Tag,,,. m;fed Italy, is fet  before us in  the   fulled 

ZTm rf.W ™, ™       JrdgmCnt maSnitude-   But' h0wcver> this "-ethod of 
than" IHZl LSffie^Sh!, T° ri "^ "*• ^  * IT™* thC ""^ „„ f .   ty. A      ^^iiuonne pa)s to nis attention to give  a grandeur to every cir- 
propofed   fubjefts, the wrath   of Achilles. cumftance of the proofed fuhjeft, mayYavc 
and the fuffcr.ngs of Ulyfles.    He bellows been negledted by Voltaire inhis HeTriade 
the uimoft care on every inc.dent that eould (where political declamation fe ms  o tl\ 
poffibly .mprefs our minds with hrgh ideas been his principal care,) and by fome other 
of the determined rage of the injured hero, moderns, who have attempted the Epop °a  It 
and ofthe mvincb le pat.ence of the ^x^ has not been omitted  by Camocn™ Th" 
...« Ohw.j,t. Virgil throughout the Encid has Portugucfc Poet has, with  ereat art   con 
followed  the fame courfe.    Every incident dueled the voyage of Gam!     Every cirl 

° cumftance 
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cumftance attending it is reprefented with 
magnificence and dignity. John II. defigns 
what had never been attempted before. Mef- 
fengers are fent by land to difcover the 
climate and riches of India. Their rout is 
defcribed in the manner of Homer. The 
palm of difcovery, however, is referved for 
a fuccceding monarch. Emmanuel is warn- 
ed by a, dream, which affords another (Ink- 
ing inflance of the fpirit of the Grecian 
Bard. The enthufiafm which the king be- 
holds on the afpeft of Gama is a noble 
ftroke of poetry; the folemnity of the night 

fpent in devotion ; the fullen refolution of 
the Adventurers when going aboard the 
fleet; the affefting grief of their friends 
and fellow-citizens, who viewed them as 
felf-devoted viftims, whom they were never 
more to behold ; and the angry exclama- 
tions of the venerable old man, give a dig- 
nity and interefting pathos to the departure 
of the fleet of Gama, greatly fuperior to 
that in the Eneid, where the Trojans leave 
a colony of Invalids in Sicily. In the Odyf- 
fey there is nothing which can be called 
fimilar. 

END    ov   THE   FOURTH   BOOK. 
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BOOK      V. 

TT 7 HILE on the beach the hoary father flood 

^ *     And fpoke the murmurs of the multitude, 

We fpread the canvas to the rifing gales, 

The gentle winds diftend the fnowy fails. 

As from our dear-loved native more we fly 

Our votive fhouts, redoubled, rend the fky; 

" Succefs, fuccefs," far ecchoes o'er the tide, 

While our broad hulks the foamy waves divide. 

From Leo now, the lordly ftar of day, 

Intenfely blazing, fhot his fierceft ray; 

When flowly gliding from our wifhful eyes, 

The Lufian mountains mingled with the fkies; 

B b 2 Tago's 
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Tago's loved ftream, and Syntra's mountains cold - 

Dim fading now, we now no more behold j 

And frill with yearning hearts our eyes explore, 

Till one dim fpeck of land appears no more. 

Our native foil now far behind, we ply 

The lonely dreary wafte of feas and boundlefs fky : 

Through the wild deep our venturous navy bore, 

Where but our Henry plough'd the wave * before : 

The verdant iflands, firft by him defcry'd, 

We paft; and now in profpect opening wide, 

Far to the left, increafing on the view, 

Rofe Mauritania's hills of paly blue : 

Far to the right the reftlefs ocean roared, 

Whofe bounding furges never keel explored; 

If bounding fliore, as Reafon deems, divide 

The vaft Atlantic from the Indian b tide. 

Now from her woods, with fragrant bowers adorn'd, 

From fair Madeira's purple coaft we c turn'd: 

Cyprus and Paphos' vales the fmiling loves 

Might leave with joy for fair Madeira's groves; 

* See the life of Don Henry, Prince of c Called by the ancients In/aU Purpura- 
Portugal, in the Preface. ri<e.   Now Madeira and Porto SanSlo. The 

b The difcovery of fome of the Weft-Indian former was fo named by Juan  Gonzales, 
iflands by Columbus was made in 1492 and and Triftan Vaz, from the Spanilh word 
1493.    His difcovery of the continent of Madcra,   wood.     Thefe difcoverers  were 
America was not till 1498.   The fleet of fent out by the great Don Henry. 
Gama failed from the Tagus in 1497. 

A fhore 
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A fliore fo flowery, and fo fweet an air, 

Venus might build her dearefl temple there. 

Onward we pafs Maflilia's barren ftrand, 

A wafte of wither'd grafs and burning fand j 

Where his thin herds the meagre native leads, 

Where not a rivulet laves the doleful meads; 

Nor herbs nor fruitage deck the woodland maze j 

O'er the wild wafte the ftupid oftrich ftrays, 

In devious fearch to pick her fcanty meal, 

Whofe fierce digeftion gnaws the temper'd fteel. 

From the green verge, where Tigitania ends, 

To Ethiopia's line the dreary wild extends. 

Now paft the limit, which his courfe divides, 

When to the North the Sun's bright chariot rides, 

We leave the winding bays and fwarthy fhores, 

Where Senegal's black wave impetuous roars j 

A flood, whofe courfe a thoufand tribes furveys, 

The tribes who blacken'd in the fiery blaze, 

When Phaeton, devious from the folar height, 

Gave Afric's fons the fable hue of night. 

And now from far the Lybian cape is feen, 

Now by my mandate named the Cape of d Green-, 

Where midft the billows of the ocean fmiles 

A flowery fifter-train, the happy ifles, 

d Called by Ptolemy Cafut JJJinarium. 

Our 
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Our onward prows the murmuring furges lave; 

And now our vefTels plough the gentle wave, 

Where the blue iflands, named of Hefper old, 

Their fruitful bofoms to the deep unfold. 

Here changeful Nature fhews her various face, 

And frolicks o'er the flopes with wildeft grace : 

Here our bold fleet their ponderous anchors threw, 

The fickly cherifh, and ourflores renew. 

From him, the warlike guardian power of Spain, 

Whofe fpear's dread lightning o'er th' embattled plain 

Has oft o'erwhelm'd the Moors in dire difmay, 

And fixt the fortune of the doubtful day; 

From him we name our ftation of repair, 

And Jago's name that ifle fhall ever bear. 

The northern winds now- curl'd the blackening main, 

Our fails unfurl'd we plough the tide again: 

Round Afric's coaft our winding courfe we fleer, 

Where bending to the Eaft the fhores appear. 

Here Jalofo its wide extent ' difplays, 

And vaft Mandinga fhews its numerous bays •; 

e The province of Jalofo lies between the 
two rivers, the Gamhea and the Zanago. 
The latter has otl,e>- names in the feveral 
countries through which it runs. In its 
courfe it makes many iflands, inhabited only 
by wild bcafis. It is navigable i ^o leagues, 
at the end of which it is crc.Tcd by a flu- 
pendous riJge of perpendicular rocks, over 
wbiVh  the river rufhes with fuch violence, 

that travellers pafs under it without any 
other inconveniency than the prodigious 
noife. The Gambea, or Rio Grande runs 
180 leagues, but is not fo far navigable. It 
carries more water, and runs with lefs noife 
than the other, though filled with many 
rivers which water the country of Mandinga. 
Both rivers are branches of the Niger. 
Their waters have this remarkable quality ; 

when 
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Whofe mountains' fides, though parch'd and barren, hold, 

In copious ftore, the feeds of beamy ' gold. 

The Gambea here his ferpent journey takes, 

And through the lawns a thoufand windings makes ; 

A thoufand fwarthy tribes his current laves 

Ere mix his waters with th' Atlantic waves. 

The Gorgades we paft, that hatedE more, 

Famed for its terrors by the bards of yore j 

Where but one eye by Phorcus' daughters fhared, 

The lorn beholders into marble flared j, 

Three dreadful fillers! down whofe temples roll'd 

Their hair of fnakes in many a luffing fold, 

And fcattering horror o'er the dreary flrand, 

With fwarms of vipers fow'd the burning fand. 

Still to the fouth our pointed keels we guide, 

And through the Auflral gulph flill onward ride: 

Her palmy forefls mingling with the fkies, 

Lcona's rugged fleep behind us flies ; 

when mixed together they operate  as an * Contra hoc promontorium (Hcfpcrion- 
emetic, but when feparate do not.    They ceras) Gorgades infulie narrantur, Gorgo- 
abound with great variety of fifties, and their num  quondam domus,   bidui  navigatione 
banks arc covered with horfes, crocodiles, diftantes a contincnte, ut tradit Xenophon 
winged   ferpents,  elephants,  ounces, wild Lampfaccnus. Penetravit in eas Hanno Pce- 
boars, with great numbers of others, won- norum impcrator, prodiditque hirta fcemi- 
dcrful for the variety of their nature and narum corpora viros pcrnicitatc evafifTe, dua- 
different forms.    Fariay Sou/a. rumque Gorgonum cutes argumenti ct mira- 

1 Tombctu, the mart of Mandinga gold, culi gratia in Junonis templo pofuit, fpec- 
was greatly reforted to by the merchants of tatas ufque ad Carthagincm captam.    Plin. 
Grand  Cairo,   Tunis,    Oran,   Tremifen, Hift. Nat. 1. 6. c. 31. 
Tez, Morocco, &c. 

The 
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The cape of palms that jutting land we name, 

Already confcious of our nation's h fame. 

Where the vext waves againft our bulwarks roar, 

And Lufian towers o'erlook the bending fhore : 

Our fails wide fwelling to the conftant blaft, 

Now by the ifle from Thomas named we part ; 
And Congo's fpacious realm before us rofe, 

Where copious Layra's limpid billow flows; 

A flood by ancient hero never feen, 

Where many a temple o'er the banks of ' green, 

Rear'd by the Lufian heroes, through the night 

Of Pagan darknefs, pours the mental light. 

Behind us now the northern ocean ftreams; 

Lower and lower (till the Pole-flar gleams, 

h During the reign of John II. the Por- 
tuguefe erefted feveral forts, and acquired 
great power in the extenfive regions of Gui- 
nea. Azambuja, a Portuguefe captain, 
having obtained leave from Caramanfa, a 
Negro Prince, to ereft a fort on his terri- 
tories, an unlucky accident had almofl 
proved fatal to the difcoverers. A huge 
rock lay very commodious for a quarry; 
the workmen began on it; but this rock, 
as the Devil would have it, happened to be 
a Negro God. The Portuguefe were driven 
away by the enraged worfhippcrs, who were 
afterwards with difficulty pacified by a pro- 
fufion of fuch prefents as they mod eitcemed. 

1 The Portuguefe having brought an Am- 
bafladcr from Congo to Lifbon fent him 
back inllru&ed in the faith. By this means 
the King, Queen, and about 100,000 of 
the pcopje were baptized ; the idols were 
deftroyed  and churches built.    Soon after 

the Prince, who was then abfent at war, 
was baptized by the name of Aionzo. His 
younger brother, Aquitimo, however, would 
not receive the faith, and the father, be- 
caufe allowed only one wife, turned apof- 
tate, and left the crown to his Pagan fon, 
who, with a great army, furrounded his 
brother, when only attended by fomc Por- 
tuguefe and Chriitian Blacks, in all only 
thircy-feven. By the bravery of thefe, how- 
ever, Aquhima was defeated, taken, and 
flain. One of Aquitimo's officers declared, 
they were not defeated by the thirty-feven 
Chriftians, but by a glorious army who 
fought under a mining crofs. The idols 
were again deftroyed, and Alonzo fent his 
fons, grandfons, and nephews to Portugal 
to ftudy ; two of whom were afterwards 
biffiops in Congo. Extracted from Farlay 
Souja. 

Till 
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Till paft the limit, where the car of day 

Roll'd o'er our heads, and pour'd the downward ray: 

We now beheld Califto's ftar k retire 

Beneath the waves, unawed by Juno's ire. 

Here, while the Sun his polar journeys takes, 

His vifit doubled, double feafons makes; 

Stern winter twice deforms the changeful year, 

And twice the fpring's gay flowers their honours rear. 
Now prefling onward, paft the burning zone, 

Another heaven to ancient times unknown, 

Its arch'd expanfe of deeper azure fliews; 

Before us now another Pole Star glows : 

Here gloomy night afTumes a darker reign, 

And fewer ftars infpire the heavenly plain; 

Fewer than thofe that gild the northern pole, 

And o'er our feas their glittering chariots roll: 
0 

Full to the fouth a mining crofs' appears, 

Our heaving brcafts the blifsful Omen cheers : 
k According to fable, Califto was a 

nymph of Diana. Jupiter having a/Turned 
the figure of that goddefs, completed his 
amorous defires. On the difcovcry of her 
pregnancy Diana drove her from her train. 
She fled to the woods, where fhe was deli- 
vered of a fon. Juno changed them into 
bears, and Jupiter placed them in heaven, 
where they form the conftellation of Urja 
major and minor. Juno ftill enraged, en- 
treated Thetis never to fuffcr Califto to bathe 
in the fea. This is founded on the appear- 
ance of the northern pole-ftar, to the inha- 
bitants of our hemifphcre : but when Gama 
approached the auflral pole, the northern, 
of confeqeence, difappcared under the waves. 

1 The conftellation of the fouthern pole was 
failed The Crcfi by the Portuguefe failors, 

from the appearance of that figure formed by 
feven ftars, four of which arc particularly 
luminous. Dante, who wrote before the 
difcovery of the fouthern hemifphere, has 
thefe remarkable lines in the firft canto of 
his Purgatorio. 

T mi xolfi a mm iiflra, e poft  mente 
Alt altro polo, t vidi qudttro flcllt 
Non vi/It mat, futr cb* alLt prima gtr.tt, 

Voltaire fomewherc obferves, that thislooked 
like a prophecy, when, in the fuccecding 
age, thefe four ftars were known to be near 
the Antartic pole. Dante, however, fpoke 
allegorically of the four cardinal virtues. 

In the fouthern hemifphcre, as Camoens 
obferves, the nights are darker than in the 
northern, the lkics being adorned with much 
fewer ftars. 

C c Seven 
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Seven radiant ftars compofe the hallow'd fign 

That rofe ftill higher o'er the wavy brine. 

Beneath this fouthern axle of the world 

Never, with daring fearch, was flag unfurl'd; 

Nor pilot knows if bounding fhores are placed, 

Or if one dreary fea o'erflow the lonely wafte. 

While thus our keels ftill onward boldly ftray'd, 

Now toft by tempefts, now by calms delay'd, 

To tell the terrors of the deep untry'd, 

What toils we fuffer'd, and what ftorms defy'd; 

What rattling deluges the black clouds pour'd, 

What dreary weeks of folid darknefs lour'd ; 

What mountain furges mountain furges lafli'd, 

What fudden hurricanes the canvas dafiYd; 

What burfting lightnings, with inceffant flare, 

Kindled in one wide flame the burning air ; 

What roaring thunders bellow'd o'er our head, 

And feem'd to fhake the reeling ocean's bed : 

To tell each horror on the deep reveal'd, 

Would afk an iron throat with tenfold vigour n fteel'd: 

Thofc dreadful wonders of the deep I faw, 

Which fill the failor's breaft with facred awe j 

Noit, mihlfi lingua ctntum funt, oraqut tcr.tum, 
Ferrea vox, cmnts fctlcrum cornertndtrt fermai. EN. VI. 

And 
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And which the fages, of their learning vain, 

Efteem the phantoms of the dreamful brain: 

That living fire, by fea-men held n divine, 

Of heaven's own care in ftorms the holy fign, 

Which midft the horrors of the tempeft plays, 

And on the blaft's dark wings will gaily blaze; 

Thofe eyes diftinc~l have feen that living fire 

Glide through the ftorm, and round my fails afpire. 

And oft, while wonder thrill'd my breaft, mine eyes 

To heaven have feen the watery columns rife. 

Slender at firft the fubtle fume appears, 

And writhing round and round its volume rears: 

Thick as a raaft the vapour fwclls its fize, 

A curling whirlwind lifts it to the fkies; 

The tube now flraitens, now in width extends, 

And in a hovering cloud its fummit ends : 

Still gulp on gulp it fucks the rifing tide, 

And now the cloud, with cumbrous weight fupply'd, 

0 That living fire, by fea-men held divine 
 Is thus accounted for in natural hiftory. 
The fulphureous vapours of the air, after 
being violently agitated by a tempeft, unite, 
and when the humidity begins to fubfide, as 
is the cafe when the ftorm is almoft ex- 
haufted, by the agitation of their atoms they 
take fire, and are attracted by the marts 
and cordage of the fliip. Being thus na- 
turally the pledges of the approaching calm, 
it is no wonder that the fupcrftition of 
failors mould in all ages have eftcemed them 
divine, and 

Of buven'i nun tare in florins lit bclyfgn. 

In the expedition of the Golden Fleece, 
in a violent tempeft thefe fires were feen to 
hover over the heads of Caftor and Pollux, 
who were two of the Argonauts, and a 
calm immediately enfued. After the apo- 
thcofes of thefe heroes, the Grecian failors 
invoked thefe fires by the names of Caftor ' 
and Pollux, or the fans of Jupiter. The 
Athenians called them Xan$i<, Saviours; 
and Homer, in his hymn to Caftor and Pol- 
lux, fays, 

KavTaif o-r.povta. xahd irita <rj)irit, 01 jj Mm; 

C C   2 Full- 
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Full-gorged, and blackening, fpreads, and moves, more (low, 

And waving trembles to the waves below. 

Thus when to fhun the fummcr's fultry beam 

The thirfty heifer fceks the cooling ftream, 

The eager horfe-lcech fixing on her lips, 

Her blood with ardent throat infatiate fips, 

Till the gorged glutton, fwell'd beyond her fize, 

Drops from her wounded hold, and burfting dies. 

So burfts the cloud, o'erloaded with its freight, 

And the dafh'd ocean ftaggers with the weight. 

But fay, ye fages, who can weigh the caufe, 

And trace the fecret fprings of Nature's laws, 

Say, why the wave, of bitter brine erewhile,. 

Should to the bofom of the deep recoil 

Robb'd of its fait, and from the cloud diftill 

Sweet as the waters of the limpid ° rill ? 

Ye fons of boaftful wifdom, famed of yore, 

Whofe feet unwearied wander'd many a fhore, 

From Nature's wonders to withdraw the veil, 

Had you with me unfurl'd the daring fail, 

• In this book, particularly in the defcrip- vocatur it eclumna, cum fpiffatus humor rl- 
tion   of Maffilia,  the Gorgadcs,   the  fires gen/aue if? ft fupntt, et in longam <veluti 
called Caftor and  Pollux, and ' the water- fijlulam nubes aqttam trnhit.    When the vio- 
fpout   Camoens has happily imitated the lent heat attrads the waters to rife in  the 
manner of Lucan.    It is probable that Ca- form of a tube, the marine falts are left 
moens, in his voyage to the Eafl-Indics, was behind by the aftion of rarcfaftion, being 
an eye witnefs of the pha-nomena of the too grofs and fixed to afcend.    It is thus, 
fires and water-fpout.    The latter is thus when  the overloaded vapour burfts, that it 
defcribed by Pliny, 1. 2. c. 5L    Fit et ca- defcends 
ligo, btllu<c /mills nubes dira navigantibus Sioeel at tb< waters of tbt limpid rill. 

Had 
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Had view'd the wondrous fcenes mine eyes furvey'd, 

What fceming miracles the deep difplay'd, 

What fecret virtues various Nature fhew'd, 

Oh ! heaven! with what a fire your page had glow'd ! 

And now fince wandering o'er the foamy fpray, 

Our brave Armada held her venturous way, 

Five times the changeful Emprefs of the night 

Had fill'd her mining horns with filver light, 

When fudden from the main-top's airy round 

Land, land, is ecchoed—At the joyful found, 

Swift to the crowded decks the bounding crew 

On wings of hope and fluttering tranfport flew, 

And each ftrain'd eye with aching fight explores 

The wide horizon of the eaftern fhores: 

As thin blue clouds the mountain fummits rife, 

And now the lawns falute our joyful eyes; 

Loud through the fleet the ecchoing fhouts prevail, 

We drop the anchor, and reftrain the fail j 

And now defcending in a fpacious bay, 

Wide o'er the coaft the venturous foldiers ftray, 

To fpy the wonders of the fpacious fhore, 

Where Granger's foot had never trod before. 

I and my pilots on the yellow fand 

Explore beneath what fky the fhores expand. 

That 
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That fage device, whofe wonderous ufe proclaims 

Th' immortal honour of its authors' p names, 

The Sun's height meafured, and my compafs fcann'd, 

The painted globe of ocean and of land. 

Here we perceived our venturous keels had paft 

Unharm'd the wintery tropick's howling blaft; 

And now approach'd dread Neptune's fecret reign, 

Where the ftern Power, as o'er the frozen plain 

He rides, wide fcatters from the polar ftar 

Hail, ice, and fnow, and all the wintery war. 

While thus attentive on the beach we flood, 

My foldiers, haftening from the upland wood, 

Right to the fhore a trembling Negro brought, 

Whom on the foreil-height by force they caught, 

As diftant wander'd from the call of home, 

He fuck'd the honey from the porous comb. 

Horror glared in his look, and fear extreme 

In mcin more wild than brutal Polypheme: 

No word of rich Arabia's tongue he knew, 

Nor fign could anfwer, nor our gems would view : 

From garments ftriped with lhining gold he turn'd, 

The ftarry diamond and the filvcr fpurn'd. 

c That fnge de-vice — The Aftrolabium, II. by two Jew Phvficians, named Roderic 
an lnltrument of infinite fervice in naviga- and Jofeph. It is averted by fome that they 
tion, by which the altitude of the fun, and were aflifted by Martin of Bohemia, a cele- 
diltance of the ftars is taken.    It was in- brated Mathematician. Partly from Caflera. 
vented m Portugal during die reign of John Vid. Barros, Dec. i. 1. 4. c. 2. 

Strait 
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Strait at my nod are worthlefs trinkets brought; 

Round beads of chryflal as a bracelet wrought, 

A cap of red, and dangling on a firing 

Some little bells of brafs before him ring: 

A wide-mouth'd laugh confefl his barbarous joy, 

And both his hands he raifed to grafp the toy. 

Pleafed with thefe gifts we fct the favage free, 

Homeward he fprings away, and bounds with glee. 

Soon as the gleamy flreaks of purple morn 

The lofty forefl's topmofl boughs adorn, 

Down the flecp mountain's fide, yet hoar with dew, 

A naked crowd, and black as night their hue. 

Come tripping to the more: Their wifhful eyes 

Declare what tawdry trifles moft they prize : 

Thefe to their hopes were given, and, void of fear, 

Mild feem'd their manners, and their looks fincere. 

A bold rafh youth, ambitious of the fame 

Of brave adventurer, Velofe his name, 

Through pathlefs brakes their homeward fleps attends, 

And on his fingle arm for help depends. 

Long was his flay : my earnefl eyes explore, 

When ruining down the mountain to the fhore 

I.mark'd him ; terror urged his rapid flrides, 

And foon Coe'llo's fkiff the wave divides. 

Yet 
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Yet ere his friends advanced, the treacherous foe 

Trod on his lateft fteps, and aim'd the blow. 

Moved by the danger of a youth fo brave, 

Myfelf now fnatch'd an oar, and fprung to fave : 

When fudden, blackening down the mountain's height, 

Another crowd purfued his panting flight; 

And foon an arrowy and a flinty fhower 

Thick o'er our heads the fierce barbarians pour. 

Nor pour'd in vain j a feather'd arrow flood 

Fix'd , in my leg, and drank the gufhing blood. 

i Camoens, in defcribing the adventure 
of Fernando Vehfi, by departing  from the 
truth of hiuorv, has fhewn his judgment as . 
a Poet.    The' Place where the  Portugucfe 
landed they named the Bay of St. Men. 
They  caught   one of  two negroes,   fays 
Faria, who were buficd in gathering honey 
on  a mountain.    Their behaviour to this 
favage, whom they gratified with a red cap, 
fome glaffcs and bells, induced him to bring 
a number of his companions for the like 
trifles.     Though fome who  accompanied 
Gama were {killed in the various Ethiopic 
languages,   not  one of the natives  cculd 
understand them.     A   commerce  however 
was  commenced   by  figns   and   gcflures. 
Gama behaved to them with great civility ; 
the fleet was chcarfully fupplicd with lrefh 
provifions, .for which the natives received 
cloaths  and  trinkets.    But   this fricndlhip 
was foon interrupted by a young ralh Por- 
taeucfe.     Having contracted  an  intimacy 
with fome of the negroes, be obtained leave 
to  penetrate into the country along with 
them,   to   obferve   their   habitations  and 
ftren-'th.     Th<-y conJua d  him  to  their 
huts'with  great good nature,   and  placed 
before him, what th'-y citremed an elegant 
rcpau,   a  fca-calf drefied   in   the   w:iy of 
their country.    This fo much difgulkd the 
delicate Poituguife, that he inrtantlygot up 
ami abruptly left them.    Nor did they op- 
pofe his departure, but accompanied him 

with the greatcft innocence.   As fear, how- 
ever is  always jealous, he imagined they 
were leading him as a vi&im to (laughter. 
No fooncr did he come near the fliips, than 
he called aloud for affiflance.    Coelfo's boat 
immediately fet off for  his refcue.    The 
Ethiopians fled to the woods ;   and  now 
erteeming the Portuguese as a band of law- 
lefs  plunderers,   they provided   themfelves 
with  arms,   and   lay   in   ambufh.     Their 
weapons were javelins, headed with  fhort 
pieces  of  horn,   which  they  throw  with 
great dexterity.    Soon after, v>hi!e Gama 
and fome of his officers were on the more 
taking the altitude of the fun by the aftrola- 
bium, they were fuddenly and with great 
fury attacked by the ambufh from the wiods. 
Several were much wounded, rr.ulios ccn'vul- 
nerar.r, inter qucsGamain {tde wulnus acce;it, 
and Gama received a wound in the foot. 
The Admiral made a fpecdy retreat to the 
fleet, prudently chufing rather to leave the 
negroes the honour of the vidlory, than to 
rifque the life of one man in a quarrel fo 
foreign to the deltination of his expedition, 
and where, to imprefs the terror of his arms 
could be of no fen-ice to his intereft. Whin 
he came nearer to the Eaft-Indics he afted 
in a different manner.    He then made him- 
felf dreaded whenever the treachery of the 
natives provoked his refentment.    Collected 
from Faria and O/orius. 

Vengeance 
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Vengeance as fudden every wound repays, 

Full on their fronts our flafhing lightnings blaze; 

Their flirieks of horror inftant pierce the fky, 

And wing'd with fear at fulleft fpeed they fly. 

Long tracks of gore their fcatter'd flight betray'd, 

And now Velofo to the fleet convey'd, 

His fportful mates his brave exploits demand, 

And what the curious wonders of the land: 

" Hard was the hill to climb, my valiant friend, 

" But oh ! how fmooth and eafy to defcend! 

" Well haft thou proved thy fwiftnefs for the chace, 

" And fliewn thy matchlefs merit in the race J" 

With look unmoved the gallant youth reply'd, 

" For you, my friends, my fleeteft fpeed was try'd ; 

" 'Twas you the fierce barbarians meant to flay; 

" For you I fear'd the fortune of the day; 

" Your danger great without mine aid I knew, 

" And ' fwift as lightning to your refcuc flew." 

r The critics,   particularly  the French, tyfters, nor muculd the forms frighten him. 
have vehemently declaimed againft the lead See hoiv he dives from his chariot doixin ti 
mixture of the Comic, with the dignity of the fund /  What excellent  divers are the 
the Epic Poem.    It is needlefs to enter into Trojans!    Virgil, the mod judicious of all 
any defence  of this paflagc  of Camoens, Poets, defcends even   to burlefque, where 
farther than to obferve, that Homer, Virgil, the commander of a galley tumbles the 
and Milton have offended the critics in the Pilot into the fea : 
fame manner, and that this piece of raillery  Sigmm^c AUnrtta 
in the Lufiad is by much the politeft, and the I* mjrr pradphtm puppi iaurbai ak aha. 
lead rcprehcnfiblc of any thing of the kind ■** Zr<">" «/«*& "«tandim rtdMtut iir.o tfi 
in the four Poets.    In Homer are feveral >»/""'"■. 'ydii^tfium w v,ft Afo»,„, 
ftrokcsoflowraillery.Patroclus having killed ^ZLitttl^Tj^ 
Hector s charioteer, puns thus on his fud- Eifalfti ridtnt mmmntm peffcrcfiutiui. 
den fall.    " // is a pity he is not nearer the And though the character of the fpeakcrt, 
fea!    He  -would fee* catch abundance of . the ingenious defence which has been of- 

D d                                                              fcrcd 
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He now the treafon of the foe relates, 

How foon, as pafl the mountain's upland ftraits, 

They changed the colour of their friendly fhew, 

And force forbade his fteps to tread below: 

How down the coverts of the fteepy brake 

Their lurking ftand a treacherous ambufh take j 

On us, when fpeeding to defend his flight, 

To rum, and plunge us in the fhades of night t 

Nor while in friendfhip would their lips unfold 

Where India's ocean laved the orient mores of gold.. 

Now profp'rous gales the bending canvas fwell'd j 

From thefe rude mores our fearlefs courfe we held •_ 

Beneath the gliftening wave the God of day 

Had now five times withdrawn the parting ray, 

When o'er the prow a fudden darknefs fpread, 

And flowly floating o'er the mail's tall head 

A black cloud hover'd: nor appear'd from far 

The moon's pale glimpfe, nor faintly twinkling ftar j 

So deep a gloom the louring vapour caft, 

Transfixt with awe the braveft flood aghaft. 

fered for Milton, may, in fome meafure, As they would dance, yet for .dine.: they feem'd lerca   ior   win      ,        /» Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 
vindicate the raillery which he puts into the ^ joy of offer,d j^  
mouths of Satan and Belial, the lownets or To whom lhu, BcllaI> :n nke gamefome mood, 
it    when compared with  that of Camoens, Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight, 
miift ftill   be  acknowledged.     Talking of Of hard contents, and full of lorceurg'd home, 
S. execution of the diabolical artillery  a- '&££*££?? "^ ^ '"' 
mong the good angels, they, iays Satan, thu g!ft they hjve btfide> 

Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell They (hew u, when our be* walk not upright. 
Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile a hollow burfling roar refounds, 

As when hoarfe furges laih their rocky mounds j 

Nor had the blackening wave, nor frowning heaven 

The wonted figns of gathering tempeft given. 

Amazed we flood — O thou, our fortune's guide, 

Avert this Omen, mighty God, — I cried j 

Or through forbidden climes adventrous ftray'd, 

Have we the fecrets of the deep furvey'd, 

Which thefe wide folitudes of feas and iky 

Were doom'd to hide from man's unhallow'd eye ? 

Whate'er this prodigy, it threatens more 

Than midnight tempefts and the mingled roar, 

When fea and fky combine to rock the marble fhore. 

I fpoke, when rifing through the darken'd air, 

Appall'd we faw an hideous Phantom glare; 

High and enormous o'er the flood he tower'd, 

And thwart our way with fullen afpect lour'd : 

An earthy palenefs o'er his cheeks was fpread, 

Ercft uprofc his hairs of wither'd red ; 

Writhing to fpeak his fable lips difclofe, 

Sharp and disjoin'd, his gnafhing teeth's blue rows; 

His haggard beard flow'd quivering on the wind, 

Revenge and horror in his mien combined; 

His clouded front, by withering lightnings feared, 

The inward anguifh of his foul declared. 

D d 2 His 



206 THE L   U   S   I   A   D. BOOKV. 

His red eyes glowing from their dufky caves 

Shot livid fires: Far ecchoing o'er the waves 

His voice refounded, as the cavern'd more 

With hollow groan repeats the tempeft's roar. 

Cold gliding horrors thrill'd each hero's bread, 

Our briftling hairs and tottering knees confeft 

Wild dread, the while with vifage ghaftly wan, 

His black lips trembling, thus the fiend began: 

* The partiality of Tranflators and Editors 
is become almoft proverbial. The admi- 
ration of their author is fuppofcd when they 
undertake to introduce him to the public; 
that admiration therefore, may without a 
blulh be confefled ; but if the reputation of 
judgment is valued, all the jealoufy of cir- 
cumfpeftion is neceflary, for the tranfition 
from admiration to partiality and hypercri- 
ticifm is not only eafy, but to onefelf often 
imperceptible. Yet however guarded againft 

. this partiality of hypercriticifm the Tran- 
flator of Camcens may deem himfelf, he is 
aware that fome of his colder readers, may 
perhaps, in the following inftance accufc 

•him of it. Regardlefs however of the/ang 
froid of thofe who judge by authority and 
not by their own feelings, he will venture 
to appeal to the few whofe tafte, though 
formed by the daffies, is untainted with claf- 
fical prejudices. To thefe he will appeal, 
and to thefe he will venture the aflertion, 
that the fiftion of the apparition of the Cape 
of Tempefts, in fublimity and awful gran- 
deur of imagination, Hands unfurpafled in 
human compofition. Voltaire, and the 
foreign Critics, have confefled its merit. — 
In the prodigy of the Harpies in the^Encid, 
neither the 

Virginei volucrum vu/tm, fa diffimi •ornrrh 
Pnlu-vies, uneacue Kami, et pattida ferrptr 
Or a fame: 

Though Virgil, to heighten the defcription, 
introduces it with 
 —— me Junior uJla  . 

Peflit et ira Ittum Stjgiitfefe exfjit utsd'a : 

Nor the predictions of the harpy Celttno, 
can, in point of dignity, bear any com- 
parifon with the fiftion of Camoens. The 
noble and admired defcription of Fame, in 
the fourth jEneid, may feem indeed to 
challenge competition: 

Fama, malum quo non aliud velociui ullum t 
Mobititate viget, virefque aequirtr eundo : 
Ptrva metu primi ; rr.ox frfe attcllir in aurax, 
Jngrediturque felo, & eaput inter nubila eondit s 
lllam Terra parent, ira irritata Deerum, 
Extremam (utperbtbent) Cteo Fneeladoqueforerem 
Progenuit ; pedibui eeterem et pernieibux alii : 
Monflrum borrendum, inger.t ;   cui quot funt eorpcre 

plumer, 
Tti vigilel ocvli fubter (miralile di&u) 
Ttt lingua, ret idem era fonant, tor fubrigit aures. 
Nolle volat ettli mtdio terraque, per umbram 
Slridtnx, nee duUi deelinat lumina fomno t 
Luee fedet eujiox, out Jummi eulrr.ine teeli, 
Turribui aut allii, et magr.ui territat urbex. 

Tame, the great ill, from fmall beginnings grows 5 
Swift from th« firfl, and e\ery moment brings 
New vigour to her flights, new pinions  to her 

wings 
Soon grows the Pigmy to gigantic fize, 
Her feet on earth, her forehead in the Ikies : 
Enraged againft the Gods, revengeful Earth 
Produced herlaft of tho Tit.ini.in bntli. 
Swift in her walk, more fwilt her winged hafte, 
A monflrous phantom, hoitiMe and vafl ; 
As nnny plumes as raife her lofty flight, 
So many piercing e)« enlarge l>er fight i 
Millions of opening mouths to Fame belong, 
And every mouth is furnifh'd with a tongue, 
And round with liftning ears the flying plagu 

is hung ; 
She fills the peaceful unirerfe with cri«s, 
No ilumbers ever clofc hei wakeful eyes : 
By day from lofty towers her head fhe fhewi.— 

D» YD. 
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O you, the boldeft of the nations, fired 

By daring pride, by luft of fame infpired, 

Who fcornful of the bowers of fweet repofe, 

Through thefe my waves advance your daring prows, 

Regardlefs of the lengthening watery way, 

And all the ftorms that own my fovereign fway, 

Who mid furrounding rocks and (halves explore 

Where never hero braved my rage before; 

Ye fons of Lufus, who with eyes profane 

Have view'd the fecrets of 'my awful reign, 

Have pafs'd the bounds which jealous Nature drew 

To veil her fecret Ihrine from mortal view ; 

The Mobilitate viget, the Fires atquirit 
eundo, the Parva metu primo, Sec. the Ca- 
put inter nubila condil, the. plumie, oculi 
lingua, ora, and aura, the Nale vclat, the 
Luce ftdct cuftos, and the Magnai ttmtat 
urbes, are all very great, and finely ima- 
gined. But the whole pifture is the off- 
fpring of careful attention and judgment; 
it is a noble difplay of the calm majefty of 
Virgil, but it has not the cnthufiafm of that 
heat of fpontancous conception, which the 
ancients honoured with the name of mfpi- 
ration. The fiftion of Camoens, on the 
contrary, is the genuine effufion of the giow 
of poetical imagination. The defcriptjon 
of the fpeftre, the awfulncfs of the pre- 
diction, and the horror that breathes through 
the whole, till the phantom is interrupted 
by Gama, are in the true fpirit of the wild 
and grand terrific of an Homer, or a Shakc- 
fpcare. But however Camoens may, in 
this railage, have excelled Virgil, he him- 
fclf is infinitely furpaffed by two paflages of 
Holy Writ. " A thing ivas ftcrcth brought 
to me," fays the Author of the book of Job, 
" and mine ear received a little thereof. In 
thought frcm the viftens of the nigbt, when 
deep fltepfalletb on men, fear came upon mi 

and trembling, ivbicb made all mj bones to 
Pake : then a fpirit paffed before my face; 
the hair of my flejh flood up : It food fill, 
but I could nut dij"em the form thereof: an 
image ivas before mine eyes, there iuas ftlcnce, 
and I heard a voice : Shall mortal man be 
more juft than God! Jhall a man be more 
pure than his Maker ! Behold he put no truft 
in hii fervants, and his angels he charged 
ivi/hfelly: boiu much left them that dwell 
in hcufei of clay, lohofe foundation is in the 
duft, andmuho are crujbed before the moth ! 

This whole paflagc, particularly the indif- 
tinguifhable form and the filence, are as fupe- 
rior to Camoens in the inimitably wild terri- 
fic, as the following, from the Apocalypfc, is 
in grandeur of defcription. "AWIJraiv ano- 
ther mighty angel come doivn from heaven, 
cloatbeduvitbacloud, and arainbcwivas upon 
bis head, his face ivas at it mere the fun, and 
bis feet as pillars of fire .... and he fet 
bis right foot upon the fea, and his left foot 
won the earth, and cried vjitb a hud voice, 
Js ivben a licit rearetb and be lifted 
up  bis  ban I  to  heaven, an! fware by Him 
that livcth for ever and eva, that 
7"imtJbould be no mce. 

Hear 
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Hear from my lips what direful woes attend, 

And burftingfoon mall o'er your race defcend. 

With every bounding keel that dares my rage, 

Eternal war my rocks and ftorms fliall wage, 

The next proud fleet that through my drear 'domain,     • 

With daring fearch fhall hoift the ftreaming vane, 

That gallant navy by my whirlwinds toft, 

And raging feas mail perifh on my coaft : 

Then He who firft my fecret reign defcried 

A naked corfe wide floating o'er the tide 

Shall drive Unlefs my heart's full raptures fail, 

O Lufus! oft (halt thou thy children wail j 

Each year thy fhipwreck'd fons fhalt thou deplore, 

:Each,year:thy flieeted mails fliall ftrew my fliore. 

With trophies plumed behold an Hero come', 

Ye dreary wilds, prepare his yawning tomb. 

' The next froud fie:t. On the return 
of Gama to Portugal, a fleet of thirteen 
fail, under the command of Pedro Alvarez 
Cabral, was fent out on the fecond voyage to 
India, where the admiral with only fix ihips 
arrived. The reft were moftly deftroyed 
by a terrible tempeft at the Cape of Good 
Hope, which larted twenty days. The 
day-time, fays Faria, was fo dark that the 
failors could fcarcely ice each other, or hear 
what was faid for the horrid noife of the 

• winds. Among thofe who perifhed was the 
celebrated Bartholomew Diaz, who was the 
firft modern difcovercr of the Cape of Good 
Hope, which he named the Cape of Tem- 
pcfts. 

' Sehold an hero come Don Francifco 
de Almeida.    He was the firft  Portuguefe 
viceroy of India, in which country he ob- 

tained fevcral great victories over the Mo- 
hammedans and Pagans. He was the firft 
who conquered Quiloa and Mombaffa or 
Mombaze. On his return to Portugal he 
put into the bay of Saldanna, near the 
Cape of Good Hope, to take in water and 
provifions. The rudenefs of one of his 
fcrvants produced a quarrel with the Caf- 
frcs, or Hottentots. His attendants, much 
againft his will, forced him to march againft 
the blacks. " Ah, whither (he exclaimed) 
" will you carry the infirm man of fixty 
" years." After plundering a miferablc 
village, on the return to their fhips they 
were attacked by a fuperior number of 
Caffres, who fought with fuch fury in rcf- 
cuc of their children, whom the Portuguefe 
had feized, that the viceroy and fifty of his 
attendants were flain. 

Though 
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Though fmiling fortune bleft his youthful morn, 

Though glory's rays his laurel'd brows adorn, 

Full oft though he beheld with fparkling eye 

The Turkifh moons in wild confufion fly, 
While he, proud vi&or, thunder'd in the rear, 

All, all his mighty fame (hall vanifh here. 

Quiloa's fons, and thine Mombaze, {hall fee 

Their conqueror bend his laurel'd head to me; 

While proudly mingling with the tempeft's found, 

Their fhouts of joy from every cliff rebound. 

The howling blaft, ye (lumbering florms prepare, 

A youthful Lover and his beauteous Fair, 

Triumphant fail from India's ravaged landj. 

His evil angel leads him to my ftrand.. 

Through the torn hulk the darning waves fhall roar, 

The fhatter'd wrecks fhall blacken all my more. 

Themfelves efeaped, defpoil'd by favage hands, 

Shall naked wander o'er the burning fands, 

Spared by the waves far deeper woes to bear, 

Woes even by mc acknowledged with a tear. 

Their infant race, the promifed heirs of joy, 

Shall now no more an hundred hands employ; 

By cruel want, beneath the parents' eye, 

In thefe wide waftes their infant race fhall die; 

Through dreary wilds where never Pilgrim trod, 

Where caverns yawn and rocky fragments nod, 
The 
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The haplefs Lover and his Bride fhall ftray, 

By night unfhelter'd, and forlorn by day. 

In vain the Lover o'er the tracklefs plain 

Shall dart his eyes, and cheer his fpoufe in vain. 

Her tender limbs, and breaft of mountain fnow, 

Where ne'er before intruding blaft might blow, 

Parch'd by the fun, and fhrivell'd by the cold 

Of dewy night, fhall he, fond man, behold. 

Thus wand'ring wide, a thoufand ills o'erpaft, 

In fond embraces they fhall fink at laft; 

While pitying tears their dying eyes o'erflow, 

And the laft figh fhall wail each other's "woe. 

D This poetical defcription of the mife- 
rable cataftrophe of Don Emmanuel de 
Souza, and his beautiful fpoufe Leonora de 
Sa, is by no means exaggerated. He was 
fevcral years governor of Diu in India, 
where he amafled immenfe wealth. On 
his return to his native country, the (hip in 
which was his lady, all his.riches, and 
five hundred men, his failors and domeftics, 
was daflied to pieces .on the rocks at the 
Cape of Good Hope. Don Emmanuel, 
his lady, and three children, with four 
hundred of the crew efcaped, having only 
faved a few arms and provifions. As they 
marched through the wild uncultivated de- 
ferts, fome died of famine, cf thirft, and 
fatigue ; others, who wandered from the 
main body in fearch of water, were mur- 
dered by the favages, or deftroyed by the 
wild beafts. They arrived at laft at a vil- 
lage inhabited by Ethiopian banditti. At 
firft they were courteoufly received, but the 
barbarians, having unexpectedly fciV.ed their 
arms, ftripped the whole company naked, 
and left them deflitute to the mercy of the 
defert. The wretchednefs of the delicate 
and expofed Leonora was encreafed by 
the brutal  infults of  the   negroes.     Her 

hafband, imable rto relieve, beheld her 
miferies. After having travelled about 300 
leagues, her legs fvvelled, her feet bleeding 
at every Hep, and her flrength cxhauftcd, 
flie funk down, and with the fand co- 
vered herfelf to the neck, to conceal her 
nakednefs. In this dreadful fituation, (he 
beheld two of her children expire. Her own 
death foon followed. Her hufband, who 
had been long enamoured of her beaut)', 
received her laft breath in a diftradled em- 
brace. Immediately he fnatched his third 
child in his arms, and uttering the moft la- 
mentable cries, he ran into the thickeft of 
the wood, where the wild beafts were foon 
heard to growl over their prey. Cf the 
whole four hundred who efcr.ped the waves, 
only fix and twenty arrived at another 
Ethiopian village, whofe inhabitants were 
more civilized, and traded with the mer- 
chants of the Red fea, from whence they 
found a paflage to Europe, and brought 
the tidings of the unhappy fate of their 
companions. Jerome de Cortercal, a Por- 
tuguefe poet, has written an affedting poem 
on the ftiipwreck and deplorable cataftrophe 
of Don Emmanuel and his beloved fpoufe. 
Partly from Cajlcra. 

Some 
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Some few, the fad companions of their fate, 

Shall yet furvive, protected by my hate, 

On Tagus' banks the difmal tale to tell 

How blafted by my frown your heroes fell. 

He paus'd, in act flill farther to difclofe 

A long, a dreary prophecy of woes: 

When fpringing onward, loud my voice refounds, 

And midft his rage the threatening Shade confounds. 

What art thou, Horrid Form, that rideft the air ? 

By heaven's eternal light, ftern Fiend, declare. 

His lips he writhes, his eyes far round he throws, 

And from his breaft deep hollow groans arofe, 

Sternly afkaunce he flood: with wounded pride 

And anguifh torn, In me, behold, he cried, 

While dark-red fparklcs from his eyeballs roll'd, 

In me the Spirit of the Cape behold, 

That rock by you the Cape of Tempefts named, 

By Neptune's rage in horrid earthquakes framed, 

When Jove's red bolts o'er Titan's offspring flamed. 

With wide-ftretch'd piles I guard the pathlefs ftrand, 

And Afric's fouthern mound unmoved I fland : 

Nor Roman prow, nor daring Tyrian oar 

Ere dafh'd the white wave foaming to my fliorc; 

Nor Greece nor Carthage ever fpread the fail 

On thefe my feas to catch the trading gale. 

E e You 
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You, you alone have dared to plough my main, 

And with the human voice difturb my lonefome reign. 

Sprung from th' embrace of Titan and of Earth, 

The hundred-handed giant at a birth, 

And Me the rock-ribb'd mother gave to fame, 

Great Adamaftor then my dreaded name. 

In my bold brothers' glorious hopes engaged, 

Tremendous war againft the gods I waged : 

Yet not to reach the throne of heaven I try, 

With mountain piled on mountain to the fky;, 

To me the conqueft of the feas befel, 

In his green realm the fecond Jove to quell. 

Nor did ambition all my paffions hold, 

'Twas love that prompted an attempt fo bold. 

Ah me, one fummer in the cool of day 

I faw the Nereids on the fandy bay 

With lovely Thetis from the wave advance 

In mirthful frolic, and the naked dance. 

In all her charms reveal'd the goddefs trode, 

With fierceft fires my ftruggling bofom glovv'd j 

Yet, yet I feel them burning in my heart, 

And hopelefs languifh with the raging fmart. 

For her, each goddefs of the heavens I fcorn'd, 

For her alone my fervent ardour burn'd. 

In 
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In vain I woo'd her to the lover's bed, 

From my grim form with horror mute (he fled. 

Madning with love, by force I Ween to gain 

The filver goddefs of the blue domain: 

To the hoar mother of the Nereid * band 

I tell my purpofe, and her aid command: 

By fear impell'd, old Doris tries to move, 

And win the fpoufe of Peleus to my love. 

The filver goddefs with a fmile replies, 

What nymph can yield her charms a giant's prize ! 

Yet from the horrors of a war to fave, 

And guard in peace our empire of the wave, 

Whate'er with honour he may hope to gain, 

That let him hope his wifh fhall foon attain. 

The promifed grace infufed a bolder fire, 

And fliook my mighty limbs with fierce defire. 

But ah, what error fpreads its dreamful night, 

What phantoms hover o'er the lover's fight! 

The war refign'd, my fteps by Doris led, 

While gentle eve her fhadowy mantle fpread, 

Before my fteps the fnowy Thetis fhone 

In all her charms, all naked, and alone. 

" Doris,   the filler and fpoufe of Ne- Doris, the bitterncfs or fait, the fuppofed 
reus, and mother of the Nereides.   By Ne- caufe of its prolific quality in the generation 
reus, in the phyfical fenfe of the fable, is of fifties, 
underftood the water of the fea,  and by 

E e 2 Swift 
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Swift as the wind with open arms I fprung, 

And round her waift with joy delirious clung : 

In all the tranfports of the warm embrace, 

An hundred kiflss on her angel face, 

On all its various charms my rage beftows, 

And on her cheek my cheek enraptured glows. 

When, oh, what anguifh while my fhame I tell! 

What fixt defpair, what rage my bofom fwell! 

Here was no goddefs, here no heavenly charms, 

A rugged mountain fill'd my eager arms, 

Whofe rocky top o'erhung with matted brier, 

Received the kifl'es of my amourous fire. 

Waked from my dream cold horror freezed my blood; 

Fixt as a rock before the rock I flood; 

O faireft goddefs of the ocean train, 

Behold the triumph of thy proud difdain; 

Yet why, I cried, with all I wifh'd decoy, 

And when exulting in the dream of joy, 

An horrid mountain to mine arms convey !  

Madning I fpoke, and furious fprung away. 

Far to the fouthl fought the world unknown, 

Where I unheard, unfcom'd, might wail alone, 

My foul difhonour, and my tears to hide, 

And fhun the triumph of the goddefs' pride. 

My brothers now by Jove's red arm o'erthrown, 

Beneath huge mountains piled on mountains groan; 
And 
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And I, who taught each eccho to deplore, 

And tell my forrows to the defert fhore, 

I felt the hand of Jove my crimes purfue, 

My ftiffening flefh to earthy ridges grew, 

And my huge bones, no more by marrow warm'd, 

To horrid piles and ribs of rock transform'd, 

Yon dark-brow'd cape of monftrous fize became, 

Where round me ftill, in triumph o'er my fhame, 

The filvery Thetis bids her furges roar, 

And waft my groans along the dreary fhore. 

He fpoke, and deep a lengthcn'd figh he drew, 

A doleful found, and vanifh'd from the view; 

The frighten'd billows gave a rolling, fwell, 

And diftant far prolong'd the difmal yell; 

Faint and more faint the howling ecchoes die, 

And the black cloud difperfing leaves the * fky. 
* The circumftances of the difappcarance fes the expedition, mult, of confequencc, be 

of-the fpeftre are in the fame poetical fpirit meant the genius of Mohammedirm: and ac- 
of the introduction. If we may be allowed cordingly in the eighth book, the hvil Spirit 
to allccorifc the amour of Adamaftor, it and Bacchus arc mentioned as the fame pcr- 
will be found a ncccflary part of the fiction, fonage ; where, m the figure of Mohammed, 
and at any rate, to fuppofe the fpeftre the he appears in a dream to a Mohammedan 
Spirit of that huge promontory the Cape of pried. In like manner by Adamaftor, the gc- 
Tempefts, which by night makes its aw- nius of Mohammcdifm muft be fuppofed to 
ful appearance to the fleet of Gama, be meant. The Moors, who pro/efted that 
while wandering in an unknown ocean, • religion, till the arrival of Garni,, were the 
is a noble flight of imagination ; nor fole navigators of the caftem fcas, and by 
need one f rupfc to affirm, that the dc: every exertion of force and fraud they endea- 
ception of the lover, and the mctamorpho- vouredto prevent the fettlementsofthcChrif- 
fis are in the beft manner of Ovid. As tians. In the figure of the fpeftre, the French 
already obferved in the preface, the poem tranflator finds an exaft dcfcnption of the 
of Camoens is often allegorical: Toeftab- perfon of Mohammed, his fierce demeanour 
lifh Chriftianity in the Eafl, isexprefly faid and pale complexion, but heccrtainly ear- 
in the Lufiad to be the great purpofe of the ries his unravclmetit too far in feveral m- 
Hero.    By Bacchus, the demon who oppo- fiances : 
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High to the angel hoft, whofe guardian care 

Had ever round us watch'd, my hands I rear, 

And heaven's dread king implore, As o'er our head 

The fiend diffolved, an empty fhadow fled; 

So may his curfes by the winds of heaven 

Far o'er the deep, their idle fport, be driven! 

Now from the wave the chariot of the day 

Whirl'd by the fiery courfers fprings away, 

When full in view the giant Cape appears, 

Wide fpreads its limbs, and high its flioulders rears; 

Behind us now it curves the bending fide, 

And our bold veflels plow the eaftern tide. 

Nor long excurfive off at fea we ftand, 

A cultured fhore invites us to the land. 

iHere their fweet fcenes the rural joys beftow, 

.And give our wearied minds a lively yglow. 

fiances : to mention only two; " Moham- allegoric, one need not hefitate to affirm, 
med (fays he) was a falfe prophet, fo is Ada- that the amour of Adamaftor   is a.i   in- 
maftor, who fays Emmanuel dc Souza and fiance of it     By Thetis is figured Renown, 

•his fpoufe (hall die in one another's arms, or true Glory,  by the fierce paflion of the 
whereas, the hiifbind was devoured by wild giant, the fierce rage of ambition, and by 
beads in the wood. ...    By the metamor- the rugged mountain that filled his deluded 
phofis of Adamaftor into an huge mafs of arms,   the infamy acquired by  the brutal 
earth  and rock,   laved  by the waves,   is conqueror Mohammed.    The hint of this 
meant the death and tomb of Mohammed. lail circumftance is adopted from Cafttra. 
He  died  of a dropfy,   behold the  waters / And give our waned minds a  lively 
which furround   him;   -voia  les eaux qui glciv.—Variety is no lefs delightful to the 
Ventourent.—His tomb was exceeding high, reader than to the traveller, and the ima- 
behold the height of the promontory." By gination of Camocns   gave an  abundant 
fuch latitude of interpretation, the allegory fupply.  The infertion ot this paitoral land- 
which  was really intended by an author, fcap.-,   between   the  terrific fcenes which 
becomes fufpeded by the reader.    As Ca- precede and follow, has a fineeffba.   "Va- 
mocns, however, has aft'urcd us that he did " ricty," fays Pope, in one of his notes on 

the 
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The tenants of the coaft, a feftive band, 

With dances meet us on the yellow fand; 

Their brides on flow-paced oxen rode behind j 

The fpreading horns with flowery garlands twined, 

Befpoke the dew-lapt beeves their proudeft boaft, 

Of all their beftial ftore the valued moll. 

By turns the hufbands and the brides prolong 

The various meafures of the rural fong. 

Now to the dance the ruftic reeds rcfound j 

The dancers' heels light-quivering beat the ground, 

And now the lambs around them bleating ftray, 

Feed from their hands, or round them frifking play. 

Methought I faw the fylvan reign of Pan, 

And heard the mufic of the Mantuan fwan : 

With fmiles we hail them, and with joy behold 

The blifsful manners of the age of gold. 

With that mild kindnefs, by their looks difplay'd, 

Frefh ftores they bring, with cloth of red repay'd: 

the Odyfley, "gives life and delight; and " fentir qutlque cb*fe de charmcs d: POdrf- 
" it is much more r.eceflary in epic than in '  ffe, el tie la mngnificence de J'EteYWi.'" i' e. 
" comic or tragic poetry, fometimes to fhift The Portuguefe failing upon  the Atlantic 
*' the fccnes to diverfify and embellilh the ocean  difcovered  the  molt  fouthern  point 
■' (lory "    The authority of another cele- of Africa : here they   found  an immenfe 
bratcd writer offers \tfelf:  " Lei fortu^ais fea, whkh carried them to the Eafl Indies. 
•' naviguait fur Vocean  Atlantique,  dec«u- The dangers they encountered in the voy- 
" vrirent la pointe le plus meridLnale de age, the dif.overy of Mozambic, of Melin- 
" PAfrique ; its -vireni une <vaft: msr; e/.'e da, and of Calecut,   have been fung by Ca- 
" les porta aux Indes Orientates ; leurs perils moens,  whofe  poem recalls to  our minds 
" Jur teite mer. el la dic.uuene de Mozam- the charms of the OdyfT.-y.  and the magni- 
" iiqur,^ de Melinde, el de C.ilecut, cnt he ficence of the KneiJ.    Montcftjuieu, Spirit 
" cban.es par le Camoi'm, dont le paeme fait of Laws, b. xxi. c. 21. 

Yet 

2^7   2/7 
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Yet from their lips no word we knew could flow, 

No fign of India's ftrand their hands beftow. 

Fair blow the winds; again with fails unfurl'd 

We dare the main, and feek the eaftern world. 

Now round black Afric's coaft our navy veer'd, 

And to the world's mid circle northward fteer'd: 

The fouthern pole low to the wave declined, 

We leave the ifle of Holy Crofs * behind; 

That ifle where erft a Lufian, when he paft 

The tempeft-beaten cape, his anchors caft, 

And own'd his proud ambition to explore 

The kingdoms of the morn could dare no more. 

From thence, ftill on, our daring courfe we hold 

Through tracklefs gulphs, whofe billows never roll'd 

Around the veflel's pitchy fides before ; 

Through tracklefs gulphs, where mountain furges roar, 

For many a night, when not a ftar appear'd, 

Nor infant moon's dim horns the darknefs cheer'd; 

For many a dreary night, and cheerlefs day, 
In calms now fettcr'd, now the whirlwind's play, 

By ardent hope ftill fired, we forced our dreadful way. 

Now fmooth as glafs the (hining waters lie, 

No cloud flow moving fails the azure fky; 

* A fmall ifland, named Santa Cruz by five leagues further, to the river del Infantr, 
Bartholomew Dir.z, who dif ovcred it. Ac- which, till paft by Gama, was the utmoft 
cording to Faria y Sou/a, he went twenty-       extent of die Portuguefe difcoveries. 

Slack 
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Slack from their height the fails unmoved decline, 

The airy ftreamers form the downward line ; 

No gentle quiver owns the gentle gale, 

Nor gentleft fwell diftends the ready fail; 

Fixt as in ice the (lumbering prows remain, 

And filence wride extends her folemn reign. 

Now to the waves the burfting clouds defcend, 

And heaven and fea in meeting tempefts blend; 

The black-wing'd whirlwinds o'er the ocean fweep, 

And from his bottom roars the ftaggering deep. 

Driven by the yelling blaft's impetuous fway 

Staggering we bound, yet onward bound away: 

And now efcaped the fury of the ftorm, 

New danger threatens in a various form ; 

Though frefh the breeze the fwelling canvas fwell'd, 

A current's headlong fweep our prows withheld: 

The rapid force impreft on every keel, 

Backward, o'erpower'd, our rolling veffels reel: 

When from their fouthern caves the winds, enraged 

In horrid conflict with the waves engaged; 

Beneath the tempeft groans each loaded maft, 

And o'er the rufhing tide our bounding navy b paft. 

b It was the force of this rufhing current of a tempeft. The feafons, when thefe 
which retarded the further difcoveries of feas are fafely navigable, are now perfectly 
Diaz.    Gama got over it by the affiftance      known. 

F f Now 
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Now fhined the facred morn, when from the Eaft 

Three kings the holy cradled Babe addreft, 

And hail'd him Lord of heaven; that feftive day 

We dropt our anchors in an opening bay; 

The river from the facred day we name, 

And ftores, the wandering feaman's right, we claim: 

Stores we received; our deareft hope in vain, 

No word they utter'd could our ears retain ; 

Nought to reward our fearch for India's found, 

By word or fign our ardent wifhes c crown'd. 

Behold, O King, how many a fhore we try'd! 

How many a fierce barbarian's rage defy'd ! 

Yet ftill in vain for India's fhores we try, 

The long-fought fhores our daring fearch defy. 

Beneath new heavens, where not a ftar we knew, 

Through changing climes, where poifon'd air we drew j. 

Wandering new feas, in gulphs unknown, forlorn, 

By labour weaken'd, and by famine worn; 

Our food corrupted, pregnant with difeafe, 

And peftilence on each expected breeze; 

c The frequent difappointments of the _ 0 gem 
Portuguefe, when they expeft to hear fome Tn/tllx! cuitiexi.-hfin^ar^vat f 
account of India, is a judicious imitation of 1?™?*? 7r'J" ""*"" ■'"" ""-"IT *?"* ™      , « j _ CmJrtta, cum iirrjt cmna, tot mltffita faxa- 
feveral parts of Virgil ; who, in the  fame Sidtr.juc mt„J*f.ntxur: dumf,r „*,,Lgr.um 
manner,   magnifies   the   diflrefles   of   the haliam fmuitmr fugUntm, a w/uW wAit, 
Trojans in their fearch for the fated feat of EN, y. 
Empire : 

Not 
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Not even a gleam of hope's delufive ray 

To lead us onward through the devious way; 

That kind delufion which full oft has cheer'd 

The braveft minds, till glad fuccefs appear'd 

Worn as we were each night with hopelefs care, 

Each day with danger that increafed defpair; 

Oh ! Monarch, judge, what lefs than Lufian fire 

Could ftill the daring fcorn of fate infpire! 

What lefs, O King, than Lufian faith withftand, 

When dire defpair and famine gave command 

Their chief to murder, and with lawlefs power 

Sweep Afric's feas, and every coaft devour ! 

What more than Men in wild defpair ftill bold ! 

Thefe more than Men in thefe my band behold ! 

Sacred to death, by death alone fubdued, 
Thefe all the rage of fierce defpair d withftood; 

* It had been extremely impolitic in every moment to be fwallowed up in the 
Gama to mention the mutiny of his fol- deep. At every interval of the ftorm, they 
lowers to the king Melinda. The boaft of came round Gama, afferting the impoffibi- 
their loyalty befidcs, has a good effcft in lity to proceed further, and imploring to 
the poem, as it elevates the heroes, and return. This he refolutely refufed. A con- 
gives uniformity to the character of bravery, fpiracy againft his life was formed, but was 
which the dignity of the Epopea required difcovered by his brother. He guarded 
to be afcribed to them. Hiftory relates the againft it with the grcateft courage and pru- 
matterdifferently. In Handing for the Cape dence . he put all the pilots in chains, and 
of Good Hope, Gama gave the higheft he himfelf, with fome others, took the 
proofs of his refolution, " In illo aurtm management of the helms. At laft, after 
curfu -valde Gama tiirtu< eniiuit." The having many days wirhftood the tempeft, 
fleet feemed now toffed to the clouds, ut modo and a perfidious combination, iirviSio ammo, 
nubes (ontingtrt, and now funk to the lowed with an unconqucred mind, a favourable 
whirlpools of the abyfs. The winds were change of weather revived the fpirits of the 
unfufferably cold, and to the rage of the .fleet, and allowed them to double the Cape 
tempeft was added the horror of an almoft of Good Hope. Extr. from Ofor. 
continual darknefs.     The  crew e.xpeftcd 

F f 2                                       Firm 
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Firm to their faith, though fondeft hope no more 

Could give the promife of their native fhore I 

Now the fweet waters of the ftream we leave,. 

And the fait waves our gliding fhips receive -r 
Here to the left, between the bending mores, 

Torn by the winds the whirling billow roars j. 

And boiling raves againft the founding coaft, 

Whofe mines of gold Sofala's merchants boaft: 

Full to the gulph the fhowery fouth-winds howl, 

Aflant againft: the wind our veflels rowl: 

Far from the land, wide o'er the ocean driven, 

Our helms refigning to the care of heaven, 

By hope and fear's keen paffion toft, we roam, 

When our glad eyes beheld the furges foam 

Againft the beacons of a cultured bay, 

Where floops and barges cut the watery way. 

The river's opening breaft fome upward ply'd, 

And fome came gliding down the fweepy tide. 

Quick throbs of tranfport heaved in every heart 

To view the knowledge of the feaman's art; 

For here we hoped our ardent wifh to gain, 

To hear of India's ftrand, nor hoped in vain. 

Though Ethiopia's fable hue they bore 

No look of wild furprize the natives wore : 

Wide 
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Wide o'er their heads the cotton turban fwell'd, 

And cloth of blue the decent loins conceal'd. 

Their fpeech, though rude and diflbnant of found, 

Their fpeech a mixture of Arabian own'd. 

Fernando, fkill'd in all the copious ftore. 

Of fair Arabia's-fpeech. and flowery lore, 

In joyful converfe heard the pleafing tale, 

That o'er thefe feas full oft the frequent fail, 

And lordly veflels, tall as ours, appear'd, 

Which to the regions of the morning fteer'd, 

And back returning to the fouthmoft land, 

Convey.'d the treafures of the Indian ftrand ; 

Whofe chearful crews, refembling ours, difplay 

The kindred face and colour of the e day. 

Elate with joy we raife the glad acclaim, 

And, ' River of good figns-, the port we name: 

Then, facred to the angel guide, who led 

The young Tobiah to the fpoufal bed, 

And fafe return'd1 him through the perilous way, 

We rear a column on the friendly % bay. 

e When Gama arrived in the Eaft, a con- 
fiderable commerce was carried on between 
the Indies and the Red Sea'by the Moorifh 
traders, by whom the gold mines of Sofala, 
and the riches of the oriental or Ethiopic 
coaft of .Africa were enjoyed. The traffic 
of the Eaft was by land brought to Grand 
Cairo, from whence Europe was fupplied 
by the Venetian and Antwerpian merchants. 

1 Rio dot bans ftnais. 

t It was the cuftom of the Portuguefe 
navigators to creel crofTes on the fhorcs of 
the new-difcovercd countries. Gama car- 
ried materials for pillars of ftone along with 
him, and erecled fix of thefe crofTes during 
his expedition. They bore the name and 
arms of the king of Portugal, and were in- 
tended as proofs of the title which accrr.es 
from the firft difcovcry. 

Our 
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Our keels, that now had fleer'd through many a clime, 

By fhell-fifh roughen'd, and incafed with flime, 

Joyful we clean, while bleating from the field 

The fleecy dams-the imiling natives yield: 

•But while each face an honeft welcome fhews, 

And big with fprightly hope each bofom glows, 

(Alas ! how vain the bloom of human joy ! 

How foon the blafrs of woe that bloom deftroy!) 

A dread difeafe its rankling horrors fhed, 

And death's dire ravage through mine army fpread. 

Never mine eyes fuch dreary fight beheld, 

Ghaftly the mouth and gums enormous h fwell'd; 

And inftant, putrid like a dead man's wound, 

Poifoned with foetid ftreams the air around.     */&**.  < 

No fage phyfician's ever-watchful zeal, 

No fkilful furgeon's gentle hand to heal, 

Were found: each dreary mournful hour we gave 

Some brave companion to a foreign grave. 

A grave, the awful gift of every fhore !  

Alas! what weary toils with us they bore ! 

Long, long endear'd by fellowfhip in woe, 

O'er their cold dull we give the tears to flow; 

h This poetical defcription of the Scurvy      times realty happens in the courfe of a long 
■is by no means exaggerated above what fome-      voyage. 

And 
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And in their haplefs lot forbode our own, 

A foreign burial, and a grave unknown! 

Now deeply yearning o'er our deathful fate, 

With joyful hope of India's fhore elate, 

We loofe the haulfers and the fail expand, 

And upward coaft the Ethiopian flrandv 

What danger threaten'd at Quiloa's ifle, 

Mozambic's treafon, and Mombafla's guile j- 

What miracles kind heaven our guardian wrought, 

Loud Fame already to thine ears has brought: 

Kind heaven again that guardian care difplay'd, 

And to thy port our weary fleet convey'd, 

Where thou, O king, heaven's regent power below, 

Bidft thy full bounty and thy truth to flow j. 

Health to the fick, and to- the weary refti, 

And joyful hope revived in every breaft,, 

Proclaim thy gifts, with grateful joy repay'd, 

The brave Man's-tribute for the brave Man's aid. 

And now in honour of thy fond command, 

The glorious annals of my native land; 

And what the perils of a rout fo bold, 

So dread as ours,, my faithful lips have told-. 

Then judge, great Monarch, if the world before 

Ere faw the prow fuch length of feas explore! 

Nor 
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Nor fagc Ulyfles, nor the Trojan pride 

Such raging gulphs, fuch whirling ftorms defy'd; 

Nor one poor tenth of my dread courfe explored, 

Though by the Mufe as demigods adored. 

O thou whofe breaft all Helicon inflamed, 

Whofe birth feven vaunting cities proudly claim'd ; 

And thou whofe mellow lute and rural fong, 

In fofteft flow, led Mincio's waves along, 

Whofe warlike numbers as a florm impell'd, 

And Tyber's furges o'er his borders fwell'd; 

Let all ParnafTus lend creative fire, 

And all the Nine with all their warmth infpire; 

Your demigod's conduit through every fcene 

Cold fear can paint, or wildeft fancy feign j 

The Syren's guileful lay, dire Circe's fpell, 

And all the horrors of the Cyclop's cell; 

Bid Scylla's barking waves their mates o'erwhelm, 

And hurl the guardian Pilot from the ' helm, 

Give fails and oars to fly the purple fhore, 

Where love of abfent friend awakes no k more, 

' See En. V. 833. 
k The Lotophagi, fo named from the 

plant Lotus, are thus defcribed by Ho- 
.mer. 
Not prone to ill, nor ftrange to foreign gueft, 

.They eat, they drink, and Nature gives the feaftj 
The fees aroood (hem all their fruit pruduce j 
lotos the name; divine, DefUreous juice ; 

(Thenee eall'd Lotophagi) whieh whofo taftei, 
Jnfatiate nots-io the fweet repafts, 
Nor other home, nor other care intends, 
But quits his houfe, his country, and his frieods: 
The three we fent. from off th' iochanttng ground 
•We dragg'd reluclant, and by force we bound : 
The rert in hafle forfoolcthe pleafing fliore, 
Or, the charm tailed, had return'd no more. 

F»»i, Odyf. ix. 

The 
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In all their charms difplay Calypfo's fmiles, 

Her flowery arbours and her amorous wiles •, 

In fldns confined the bluftering winds ' controul, 

Or o'er the feaft bid loathfome harpies m prowl; 

And lead your heroes through the dread abodes 

Of tortured fpe&res and infernal "gods; 

Give every flower that decks Aonia's hill 

To grace your fables with divineft fkill; 

Beneath the wonders of my tale they fall, 

Where truth all unadorned and pure exceeds them all. 

While thus illuftrious GAMA charm'd their ears, 

The look of wonder each Melindian wears, 

And pleafed attention witnefs'd the command 

Of every movement of his lips or hand. 

The king enraptured own'd the glorious fame 

Of Lifbon's monarchs, and the Lufian name ; 

The   natural   hiftory of the LotOS, how- Hii word alone the liiViiing ftormi obey, 
. !•«•       /     Tl—.r...iMi To firooth the deep, or fwell the foamy fea. 

ever, is very different.    There are %arious       rMk fa      hoHo»fc!   the monarch {,UHg, 
kinds     Of    It.     The   Lybian    LotOS   is   a Securely fettered by a Clver thong ; 
fhrub like a bramble, the berries like the       Bot Zephyrus exempt, with friendly gales £ 
mvrtle     but   purple when   ripe,    and about He charfs'd to 611, and guide the Celling fails :  > 
the bignefs of an olive.    Mixed with bread- Rare gift 1 but oh, what gift to fooh .va.ls        i 
corn it was ufed as food for flaves.    They C,E'     ' '   • 
alfo  made an agreeable wine of it,   but The companjons 0f TJlyfTes imagined that 
which would not keep above ten days.    See thefc DagS contained fome valuable treafure, 
Pope's note in loco. anj opened them while their leader flept. 

1 In Jkini con/n't/ the   blu/tering -minds -p^,. tempefts burfting out drove the fleet 
tontreul—The gift of jEolus to Ulyfles. from Ttnaca> which was then in fight, and 

The advrrfe winds in leathern bags he brae'd, was the caufe of a new train of rmferies. 
Comprefi'd their force, and loclc'd each  flrugghng m See ths third Eneid. 

blafl: "See the fixth Eneid, and the eleventh 
For him the mighty fire of gods aflign d, Odvflev. 
The tempeifi lord, the tyrant of the wind ; 1    J What 
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What warlike rage the victor-kings infpired I 

Nor lefs their armies loyal faith admired. 
Nor lefs his menial train, in wonder loft, 
Repeat the gallant deeds that pleafe them moft, 

Each to his mate, while fixed in fond amaze 

The Lufian features every eye furveys ; 
While prefent to the view, by Fancy brought, 
Arife the wonders by the Lufians wrought, 
And each bold feature to their wondering fight 
Difplays the raptured ardour of the fight. 

Apollo now withdrew the chearful day, .] 
And left the weftern fky to twilight grey ; 

Beneath the wave he fought fair Thetis' bed, 

And to the more Melinda's Sovereign fped. 

What boundlefs joys are thine, O juft Renown, 
Thou hope of Virtue, and her nobleft crown j 

By thee the feeds of confcious worth are fired, 
Hero by hero, fame by fame infpired : 

Without thine aid how foon the hero dies! 

By thee upborne his name afcends the fkies. 
This Ammon knew, and own'd his Homer's lyre 
The nobleft glory of Pelides' ire. 

This 
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This knew Auguftus, and from Mantua's {hade 

To* courtly eafe the Roman bard convey'd; 

And foon exulting flow'd the fong divine, 

The nobleft glory of the Roman line. 

Dear was the Mufe to Julius; ever dear 

To gallant Scipio, though the viftor-fpear 

One hand employed, yet on the martial field 

The other knew th' immortal pen to wield. 

Each glorious chief-the vigor's palm who bore 

In Greece, in Latium, or on barbarous fhore, 

Each glorious name, e'er to the Mufe endear'd, 

Or wooed the Mufes, or the Mufe revered. 

Alas, on Tago's haplefs fhores alone 

The Mufe is flighted, and her charms unknown j 

For this, no Virgil here attunes the lyre, 

No Homer here awakes the hero's fire. 

On Tago's mores are Scipios, Caefars born, 

And Alexanders Lifbon's clime adorn j 

But heaven has ftampt them in a rougher mould, 

Nor gave the polifh to their genuine gold. 

Carelefs and rude or to be known or know, 

In vain,to them the fweeteft numbers flow : 

Unheard, m vain their native poet fings, 

And cold negleft weighs down the Mufe's wings, 

G g 2 Even 
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Even he whofe veins the blood of GAMA warms, 

Walks by, unconfeious of the Mufe's charms: 

For him no Mufe {hall leave her golden loom, 

No palm fhall bloflbm, and no wreath fhall bloom ; 

Yet fhall my labours and my cares be paid 

By fame immortal, and by GAMA'S fliade: 

Him fhall the fong on every fhore proclaim, 

The firft of heroes, firft of naval fame. 

Rude and ungrateful though my country be, 

This proud example fhall be taught by Me, • 

" Where'er the hero's worth demands the ikies, 

" To crown that worth *fome generous bard fhall rife!" 

Ariftotle has pronounced, that the works 
of Homer contain the perfect model of the 
epic poem. Homer.never gives us any 
digreffive declamation fpoken in the perfon 
of the poet, or interruptive of the thread 
of bis narration. For this reafon Milton's 
beautiful complaint of his blindnc/s has 
been cenfured as a violation of the rules of 
the Epopea. But it may be prefumed there 
is an appeal beyond the writings of Homer, 
an appeal to the reafon of thefe rules. 
When Homer laid the plan  of his works, 

. he felt that to write a poem like an hif- 
tory, whofe parts had no neceflary de- 
pendence and connexion with each other, 
mult be uninterrefting and •tirefomje to 
the reader of real   genius.    The  unity of 

.one adlion adorned with proper collateral 
epifodes therefore prefented itfelf in its 
progreffive dependencies of beginning, 
middle, and end ; or in other words, 
a defcription of certain circumftances, the 
actions which thefe produce, and the cataf- 
trophe. This unity of conduft, as moft 
interefting, is indefpenfably neceflary to the 
epic poem. But it does not follow, that 
a.declamation in the perfon of the poet, 

at the beginning or end of a book, is pro- 
perly a breach of the unity of the conduft 
of the a&ion; therefore the omiffion of fuch 
declamations by Homer, as not founded 
on the nature of the epic poem, is no argu- 
ment againft the ufe of them. If this how- 
ever will not be allowed by the critic, let 
the critic remember, that Homer has many 
digreffive hiftories, which have no depen- 
dence on, or connexion with the aftion of 
the poem. If the declamation of Camoens 
in praife of Poetry muft be condemned, 
what defence can be offered for the long 
ftory ot Maron's wine in the ninth Odyf- 
fey, to which even the numbers of a Pope 
could give no dignity! Yet however a 
Bojfu or a Rapin may condemn the digref- 

five exclamations of Camoens, the reader of 
tafte, who judges from what he feels, would 
certainly be unwilling to have them ex- 
punged. The declamation with which he 
concludes the feventh Lufiad, mull pleafe, 
muft touch every breaft. The feelings of a 
great fpirit in the evening of an aftive and 
military life, finking under the preflure of 
negleft and dependence, yet the complaint 
expreffed with the moft manly refentment, 

cannot 
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cannot fail to intereil the generous, and, if 
adorned with the drefs of poetry, to plead . 
an excufe for its admiffion with the man of 
tafte. The declamation which concludes 
the prefent book, has alfo fome arguments 
to offer in its defence. As the fleet of 
Gama have now fafely conquered _ many 
difficulties, and are promifed a pilot to 
conduct them to India, it is a proper contraft 
to the murmurings of the populace, expref. 

fed by the old Man, at the end of the fourth 
Lufiad, and is by no means an improper 
concI«fion to the epifode which fo highly 
extols the military fame of the Lufian war- 
riors. 

In the works of Aaron Hill, Efq; there 
is a loofe paraphrafe of the concldion of 
this book, in the elegiac or alternate mea- 
fure. 

END   OF   THE   FIFTH   BOOK. 





THE 

L    U     S     IAD. 

BOOK      VI. 

WITH heart fincere the royal Pagan joy'd, 

And hofpitable rites each hour employ'd, 

For much the king the Lufian band admired, 

And much their friendfhip and their aid defired ; 

Each hour the gay feftivity prolongs, 

Melindian dances, and Arabian fongs ; 

Each hour in mirthful tranfport fteals away, 

By night the banquet, and the chace by dayj 

And now the bofom of the deep invites, 

And all the pride of Neptune's feftive rites; 

Their filken banners waving o'er the tide, 

A jovial band, the painted galleys ride; 

The 
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The net and angle various hands employ, 

And Moorifli timbrels found the notes of joy. 

Such was the pomp, when Egypt's beauteous * queen 

Bade all the pride of naval fhew convene, 

In pleafure's downy bofom, to beguile 

Her love-fick warrior : o'er the breaft of Nile 

Dazzling with gold the purple enfigns flow'd, 

And to the lute the gilded barges row'd, 

While from the wave, of many a fhining hue, 

The anglers' lines the panting fifties drew. 

Now from the Weft the founding breezes blow, 

And far the hoary flood was yet to plow : 

The fountain and the field beftow'd their ftorc, 

And friendly pilots from the friendly fliore, 

Train'd in the Indian deep, were now aboard, 

When Gama, parting with Melinda's lord, 

The holy vows of lafting peace renew'd, 

For ftill the king for lafting friendfhip fued > 

» Every difplay of eaftern luxury and boafted to his miftrefs of his great dexterity 
magnificence was  lavifhed  in  the  fifhing in  angling.    Cleopatra perceived his art, 
parties on the Nile, with which Cleopatra and as gallantly outwitted him.   Some other 
amufed Mark Antony, when at any time he Divers received her orders, and  in a little 
(hewed fymptoms of uneafinefs, or fcemed while Mark Antony's line brought up  a 
inclined   to  abandon  the  effeminate   life fried fifh in place of a live one, to the vaft 
which he led with his miftrefs.    At one of entertainment of the queen and all thecon- 
thefe  parties,  Mark Antony having pro- vivial cempany.    Ottavius was at this time 
cured Divers to put fifties upon his hooks on his march to decide who (hould be mafter 
while under the water, he very gallantly of the world. 

That 
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That Lufus' heroes in his port fupplied, 

And tafted reft, he own'd his deareft pride, 

And vow'd that ever while the feas they roam, 

The Lufian fleets fliould find a bounteous home. 

And ever from the generous fhore receive 

Whate'er his port, whate'er his land could b give. 

Nor lefs his joy the grateful Chief declared j 

And now to feize the valued hours prepared. 

Full to the wind the fwelling fails he gave, 

And his red prows divide the foamy wave : 

Full to the rifing fun the pilot fleers, 

And far from fhore through middle ocean bears. 

The vaulted fky now widens o'er their heads, 

Where firft the infant morn his radiance fheds. 

And now with tranfport fparkling in his eyes 

Keen to behold the Indian mountains rife, 

High on the decks each Lufian hcroe fmiles, 

And proudly in his thoughts reviews his toils. 

When the flern Daemon, burning with difdain, 

Beheld the fleet triumphant plow the main : 

The Powers of heaven, and heaven's dread Lord he knew, 

Refolved in Lifbon glorious to renew 

b The friendfhip of the Portuguefc and and treated him with the utmoft courtefy. 
Melindians was of long continuance.    Al- Their good offices were reciprocal.    By the 
varo Cabral, the fecond admiral who made information of the king of Mclinda,  Ca- 
the voyage to India, in an engagement with bral efcaped the treachery of the king of 
the Moors off the coaft of Zofala, took two Calicut.    The kings of Mombazc and Qui- 
Jhips richly freighted from the mines of that loa, irritated at the alliance with Portugal, 
country. On finding that Xeques Fontcyma, made feveral depredations on the fubjefts of 
the commander, was uncle to the king of Melinda, who in return were efFe&ually rc- 
Melinda,   he reftored the valuable prize, venged by their European allies. 

H h The 
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The Roman honours—raging with defpair 

From high Olympus' brow he cleaves the air, 

On earth new hopes of vengeance to devife, 

And fue that aid deny'd him in the Ikies; 

Blafpheming heaven, he pierced the dread abode 

Of ocean's Lord, and fought the ocean's God. 

Deep where the bafes of the hills extend, 

And earth's huge ribs of rock enormous bend, 

Where roaring through the caverns rowl the waves 

Refponfive as the aerial tempeft raves, 

The Ocean's Monarch, by the Nereid train, 

And watery Gods encircled, holds his reign. 

Wide o'er the deep, which line could ne'er explore, 

Shining with hoary fands of filver ore, 

Extends the level, where the palace rears 

Its chryftal towers, and emulates the fphcres; 

So ftarry bright the lofty turrets blaze, 

And vie in luftre with the diamond's rays. 

Adorn'd with pillars and with roofs of gold, 

The golden gates their many leaves unfold: 

Inwrought with pearl the lordly pillars fliine, 

The fculptured walls confefs an hand divine. 

Here various colours in confufion loft, 

Old Chaos' face and troubled image boaft. 

Here rifing from the mafs diftinct and clear 

Apart the four fair Elements appear. 
High 
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High o'er the reft afcends the blaze of fire, 

Nor fed by matter did the rays afpire, 

But glow'd setherial, as the living flame, 

Which, flolen from heaven, infpired the vital frame. 

Next, all-embracing Air was fpread around, 

Thin as the light, incapable of wound ; 

The fubtle power the burning fouth pervades, 

And penetrates the depth of polar fhades. 

Here mother Earth, with mountains crown'd, is feen, 

Her trees in bloflbm, and her lawns in green j 

The lowing beeves adorn the clover vales, 

The fleecy dams befpread the floping dales j 

Here land from land the filver ftreams divide ; 

The fportive fifties through the chryftal tide, 

Bedropt with gold their fhining fides difplay : 

And here old Ocean rolls his billows gray : 

Beneath the moon's pale orb his current flows, 

And round the earth his giant arms he throws. 

Another fcene difplay'd the dread alarms 

Of war in heaven, and mighty Jove in arms; 

Here Titan's race their fwelling nerves diftend 

Like knotted oaks, and from their bafes rend 

And tower the mountains to the thundering fky, 

While round their heads the forky lightnings fly; 

Beneath huge Etna vanquifh'd Typhon lies, 

And vomits fmoke and fire againft the darken'd ikies, 

H h 2 Here 
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Here feems the pictured wall pofTefs'd of e life ; 

Two Gods contending in the noble ftrife, 

The choiceft boon to human kind to give, 

Their toils to lighten, or their wants relieve: 

While Pallas here appears to wave her d hand, 

The peaceful olive's golden boughs expand: 

Here, while the Ocean's God indignant frown'd, 

And raifed his trident from the wounded ground, 

As yet intangled in the earth appears 

The warrior horfe, his ample chefl he rears, 

His wide red noftrils fmoke, his eye-balls glare, 

And his fore-hoofs, high pawing, lafh the air. 

Though e wide and various o'er the fculptured flone 

The feats of Gods, and godlike heroes flione; 

« <J"i»o Gods contending According to 
fable, Neptune and Minerva difputed the 
honour of giving a name to the city of 
Athens. They agreed to determine the 
conteft by a difplay of their wifdom and 
power, in conferring the jnoft beneficial 
gift on mankind- Neptune ftruck the earth 
with his trident and produced the horfe, 
whofe bounding motions arc emblematical 
of the agitation of the fea. Minerva com- 
manded the olive tree, the fymbol of peace 
and of riches, to fpring forth. The viftory 
was adjudged to the goddefs, from whom 
the city was named Athens. As the Egyp- 
tians and Mexicans wrote their hiftory in 
hieroglyphics, the tafte of the ancient 
Grecians cloathed almoft every occurrence 
in mythological allegory. The founders of 
Athens, it is moft .prohable, difputed whe- 
ther their new city mould be named from 
the fertility of the foil or from the marine 
fituation of Attica. The former opinion 
prevailed, and .the town jeeeived its name 
an honour of the goddefs of the olive tree. 

•d While Fallas here appears t* wave her 

hand As Neptune flruck the earth with 
■his trident, Minerva, fays the fable, flruck 
the earth with her lance. That fhe waved 
her hand while the olive boughs fpread, is 
a fine poetical attitude, and varies the pic- 
ture from that of Neptune, which follows. 

c Though wide and various o'er the fculp- 
tured Jlone The defcription of palaces 
is a favourite topic feveral times touched 
lupon by the two great mailers of Epic 
•Poetry, in which they have been happily 
imitated by their three grcateft difciples 
among the moderns, Camoens, TafTo, and 
Milton. The defcription of the palace of 
Neptune has great merit. Nothing can be 
more in place than the pifture of Choas 
and the four Elements. The war of the 
Gods, and the conteft of Neptune and Mi- 
nerva are touched with the true boldncfs of 
poetical colouring. But perhaps it deferves 
cenfure thus to point out what every Reader 
of tafte muft perceive. To fhew to the 
mere Englilh Reader that the Portuguefe 
Poet is, in his manner, truly clafflcal, is the 
intention of many of thefe notes. 

The 
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On fpeed the vengeful Daemon views no more : 

Forward he rufhes through the golden door, 

Where Ocean's king, enclofed with nymphs divine, 

In regal ftate receives the king of Wine : 

O Neptune ! inftant as he came, he cries, 

Here let my prefence breed no cold furprife, 

A friend I come, your friendfhip to implore 

Againft the Fates unjuft, and Fortune's power; 

Beneath whofe fhafts the great Celeftials bow, 

Yet ere I more, if more you wifh to know, 

The watery Gods in awful fenate call, 

For all fhould hear the wrong that touches all. 

Neptune alarm'd, with inftant fpeed commands 

From every fhore to call the watery bands: 

Triton, who boafts his high Neptunian race, 

Sprung from the God by Salace's embrace, 

Attendant on his fire the trumpet founds, 

Or through the yielding waves, his herald, bounds i 

Huge is his bulk deform'd, and dark his hue; 

His bufliy beard and hairs that never knew 

The fmoothing comb, of fea-weed rank and long, 

Around his breaft and flioulders dangling hung, 

And on the matted locks black muflels clung •, 

A f fliell of purple on his head he bore, 

Around his loins no tangling garb he wore, 

1 
f  A fall of purple  On his bead be lore— Na cabica for gcrrt tlr.ba pefit 

•Jn tke PortUguefe, Mmni r.ui granJt cafe* dt hgt^j. 
Thus 
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But all was cover'd with the flimy brood, 

The fnaily offspring of the unctuous flood; 

And now obedient to his dreadful fire, 

High o'er the wave his brawny arms afpire ; 
To his black mouth his crooked fhell applied, 

The blaft rebellows o'er the ocean wide : 

Wide o'er their fliores, where'er their waters flow, 

The watery powers the awful fummons know ; 
And inftant darting to the palace hall, 

Attend the founder of the Dardan ' wall} 

Old father Ocean, with his numerous race 

Of daughters and of fons, was firft in place. 

Nereus and Doris, from whofe nuptials fprung 

The lovely Nereid train for ever young, 

Thus rendered by Fanfhaw, 
He had (for a • Montera) on his erown 
Tlie fhell of a red lobftcr overgrown. 

The defcription of Triton, who, as Fan* 
fliaw fays, 

Was a great nafty elovvn  
is in the ftyle of the claffics. His parentage 
is differently related. Hefiod makes him 
the fon of Neptune and Amphitrite. By 
Triton, in the phyfical fenfe of the fable, 
is meant the noife, and by Salace, the mo- 
ther by fome afcribed to him, the fait of 
the ocean. The origin of the fable of 
Triton, it is probable, was founded on the 
appearance of a fea animal, whiclr, accord- 
ing to fome ancient and modern Naturalills, 
in the upward parts refembles the human 
figure. Paufanias relates a wonderful llory 
of a monftroufly large one,   which often 

* Montera, the Spanilh word for a hunifmanU 
cap. 

came afhore on the meadows of Boetia, 
Over his head was a kind of finny carti- 
lage, which, at a djftance, appeared like 
hair , the body covered with brown fcales ; 
the nofe and ears like the human, the mouth 
of a dreadful width, jagged with the teeth 
of a Panther; the eyes of a greenifh hue ; 
the hands divided into fingers, the nails of 
which were crooked, and of a fhelly Jub- 
ilance. _ This monfter, whofe extremities 
ended in a tail like a dolphin's, devoured 
both men and beafts as they chanced in his 
way. The citizens of Tanagra, at laft, 
contrived his deftruftion. They fet a large 
veflel full of wine on the fea fhore. Triton 
got drunk with it, and fell into a profound 
deep, in which condition the Tanagrians 
beheaded him, and afterwards, with great 
propriety, hung up his body in the temple 
of Bacchus; where, fays Paufenias, it con- 
tinued a long time, 

e Neptune. 

Who 
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Who people every fea on eveiy ftrand 

Appear'd, attended with their filial band; 

And changeful Proteus, whofe prophetic h mind 

The fecret caufe of Bacchus' rage divined, 

Attending, left the flocks, his fcaly charge, 

To graze the bitter weedy foam at large. 

In charms of power the raging waves to tame, 

The lovely fpoufe of Ocean's fovereign ' came. 

From Heaven and Vefta fprung the birth divine, 

Her fnowy limbs bright through the veftments fhine. 

Here with the dolphin, who perfuafive k led 

Her modeft fteps to Neptune's fpoufal bed, 

Fair Amphitrite moved, more fweet, more gay 

Than vernal fragrance and the flowers of May; 

Together with her filler fpoufe fhe came, 

The fame their wedded Lord, their love the fame > 

The fame the brightnefs of their fparkling eyes, 

Bright as the fun and azure as the fkies. 

She who the rage of Athamas to ' fhun 

Plunged in the billows with her infant fon; 

h And changefulJPreteus, ivbofe prophetic 
„;„J The fullcft and beft account of the 
fable of Proteus is in the fourth Odyfley. 

1 Thetis. 
k Here ivilh the Dolphin .Caflera has 

a moft ahfurd note on this paflage. 
Neptune, fays he, is the vivifying fpirit, 
and Amphitrite the humidity of the fea, 
which the Dolphin, the Divine Intelligence, 
unites for the generation and nouriftiment 
of Allies.   Who, fays he, cannot hut be 

flruck with admiration to find how confo- 
nant this is to the facred Scripture ; Spiritus 
Domini ftrtur fuptr aquas ; The fpirit of 
God moved upon the fact of the •waleri. 

1 She -who the rage of Athamas to pun— 
Ino, the daughter of Cadmus and Her- 
mione, and fecond fpoufe of Athamas, 
•king of Thebes. The fables of her fate 
are Various. That which Camoens follows 
is the moll common. Athamas feized with 
jnadnefs imagined .that tis  fpoufe was a 

lionefi. 
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A Goddefs now, a God the fmiling boy 

Together fped ; and Glaucus loft to n joy, 

Curft in his love by vengeful Circe's hate, 

Attending wept his Scylla's haplefs fate. 

And now affembled in the hall divine, 

The ocean Gods in folemn council join ; 

The GoddelTes on pearl embroidery fate, 

The Gods on fparkling chryftal chairs of ftate, 

And proudly honour'd on the regal throne, 

Befide the ocean's Lord, Thyoneus n fhone. 

High from the roof the living amber ° glows, 

High from the roof the ftream of glory flows, 

And richer fragrance far around exhales 

Than that which breathes on fair Arabia's gales. 

Attention now in liftening filence waits: 

The Power, whofe bofom raged againft the Fates, 

lionefs, and her two fons young lions. In 
this frenzy he flew Learchus, and drove the 
mother and her other fon Meliccrtas into 
the fea. The corpfe of the mother was 
thrown afhore on Megaria, and that of the 
fon at Corinth. They were afterwards dei- 
fied, the one as a fea Goddefs, the other as 
the God of harbours. 

m ——— and Glaucus loft to joy A 
fiflicrman, fays the fable, who, on eating 
a certain herb, was turned into a fea God! 
Circe was enamoured of him, and in re- 
venge of her flighted love, poifoned the 
fountain where his miftrefs ufually bathed. 
By the force of the enchantment the fa- 
voured Scylla was changed into a hideous 
monfier, whofe loins were furrounded with 

the ever barking heads of dogs a.nd wolves. 
Scylla, on this, threw herfelf into the fea, 
and was metamorphofed into the rock which 
bears her name. The rock Scylla at a 
diftance appears like the ftatue of a wo- 
man : The furious daftiing of the waves in 
the cavities which are level with the 
water, refembles the barking of wolves 
and dogs.    Hence the fable. 

n Thyoneus, a name of Bacchus. 
0 High from the roof the living amber 

glcws  
———— From the arched roof, 

Pendent by fubile magic, many a row 
Of ftarry lampt, and blazing rrcflets, fed 
With naphtha and afphaltus, yielded light 
Aj from a ficy. MILTON. 

Rifing, 
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Rifing, cafts round his vengeful eyes, while rage 

Spread o'er his brows the wrinkled feams of age; 

O thou, he cries, whofe birthright fovereign fway, 

From pole to pole, the raging waves obey; 

Of human race 'tis thine to fix the bounds, 

And fence the nations with thy watery mounds: 

And thou, dread Power, O father Ocean, hear, 

Thou, whofe wide arms embrace the world's wide fphere, 

'Tis thine the haughtieft vi£tor to reftrain, 

And bind each nation in its own domain : 

And you, ye Gods, to whom the feas are given, 

Your juft partition with the Gods of heaven; 

You who, of old unpunifli'd never bore 

The daring trefpafs of a foreign oar; 

You who beheld, when Earth's dread offspring ftrove 

To fcale the vaulted fky, the feat of Jove: 

Indignant Jove deep to the nether world 

The rebel band in blazing thunders hurl'd. 

Alas! the great monition loft on you, 

Supine you (lumber, while a roving crew, 

With impious fearch, explore the watery way, 

And unrefifted through your empire ftray: 

To feize the facred treafures of the main 

Their fearlefs prows your ancient laws difdain : 

Where far from mortal fight his hoary head 

Old Ocean hides, their daring fails they'fpread, 
I i And 
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And their glad fliouts are ecchoed where the roar 

Of mounting billows only howl'd before. 

In wonder, filcnt, ready Boreas fees 

Your paflive languor, and negle&ful eafe; 

Ready with force auxiliar to rcftrain 

The bold intruders on your awful reign; 

Prepared to burft his tempefls, as of old, 

When his black whirlwinds o'er the ocean roll'd, 

And rent the Mynian p fails, whofe impious pride 

Firft braved their fury, and your power defied. 

Nor deem that fraildful I my hope deny j 

My darken'd glory fped me from the Iky. 

■How high my honours on the Indian fhore! 

How foon thefe honours mufl avail no more \ 

Unlefs thefe rovers, who with doubled fhame 

To ftain my conquefts, bear my vaflal's q name, 

Unlefs they perilh on the billowy way  

Then roufe, ye Gods, and vindicate your fway. 

The Powers of heaven in vengeful anguifli fee 

The Tyrant of the ikies, and Fate's decree j 

The dread decree, that to the Lufian train 

■Configns, betrays your empire of the main:: 

Say, mall your wrong alarm the high abodes, 

And men exalted to the rank of gods, 

p And rent the Mynian fails—The fails * See the firft note on the Jirft book.of 
vof the Argonauts, inhabitants of Mynia. the Lufiad. 

O'er 
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O'er you exalted, while in carelefs eafe 

You yield the wrefted trident of the feas, 

Ufurp'd your monarchy, your honours flamed, 

Your birth-right ravifh'd, and your waves profaned ! 

Alike the daring wrong to me, to you, 

And fhall my lips in vain your vengeance fue ! 

This, this to fue from high Olympus bore  

More he attempts, but rage permits no more. 

Fierce burfting wrath the watery gods infpires, 

And their red eye-balls burn with livid fires: 

Heaving and panting ftruggles every breaft, 

With the fierce billows of hot ire opprefl. 

Twice from his feat divining Proteus rofe, 

And twice he fhook enraged his fedgy brows: 

In vain j the mandate was already given, 

From Neptune fent, to loofe the winds of heaven : 

In vain; though prophecy his lips infpired, 

The ocean's queen his filent lips required. 

Nor lefs the florm of headlong rage denies, 

Or council to debate, or thought to rife. 

And now the God of Tempefts fwift unbinds 

From their dark caves the various rufhing winds: 

High o'er the ftorm the Power impetuous rides, 

His howling voice the roaring tempeft. guides; 

Right to the dauntlefs fleet their rage he pours, 

And firft their headlong outrage tears the fhores: 

I i 2 And 
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A deeper night involves the darken'd air, 

And livid flames through the mountains glare: 

Up-rooted oaks, with all their leafy pride, 

Rowl thundering down the groaning mountains' fide j 

And men and herds in clamorous uproar run, 

The rocking towers and crafhing woods to {hum 

While thus the council of the watery ftate 

Enraged decreed the Lufian heroes' fate, 

The weary fleet before the gentle gale 

With joyful hope difplayed the fteady fail; 

Thro' the fmooth deep they plough'd the lengthening way;; 

Beneath the wave the purple car of day 

To fable night the eaftern iky refign'd, 

And o'er the decks cold breath'd the midnight wind' 

All but the watch in warm pavilions flept, 

The fecond watch the wonted vigils kept: 

Supine their limbs, the mail fupports the head, 

And the broad yard fail o'er their fhoulders fpread.. 

A grateful cover from the chilly gale, 

And fleep's foft dews their heavy eyes aflTail. 

Languid againft the languid Power they ftrive, 

And fweet difcourfe preferves their thoughts alive.. 

When Leonardo, whofe enamoured thought 

In every dream the plighted fair-one fought, 

The 
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The dews of fleep what better to remove 

Than the foft, woful, pleafing tales of love ? 

Ill timed, alas, the brave VELOSO cries, 

The tales of love, that melt the. heart and eyes. 

The dear enchantments of the fair I know, 

The fearful tranfport and the rapturous woe: 

But with our ftate ill fuits the grief or joy; 

Let war, let gallant war our thoughts employ :• 

With dangers threaten'd, let the tale infpire 

The fcorn of danger, and the hero's fire. 

His mates with joy the brave-VELOSO hear, 

And on the youth the fpeaker's toil confer. 

The brave VELOSO takes the word with joy, 

And truth, he cries, fhall thefe flow hours decoy. 

The warlike tale adorns our nation's fame, 

The twelve of England give the noble theme. 

When Pedro's gallant heir,, the'valiant John, 

Gave war's full fplendor to.the Lufian throne, 

In haughty England, where the winter fpreads 

His fnowy mantle o'er the fhining meads ', 
' In haughty England <where the -winter manner of Homer, he thought it proper to 

fpreajs correct the error in natural hirtory fallen 
His fnoiuy mantle o'er the Jhining meads. into by Camoens.    Fanfhaw feems to have 

been fenfible of the miftake of his author, 
In the original, ancj nas given the following, uncountcnanced 
La na grande Inglaterra, que de neve by the Portuguefe,  in  place of the eternal 
Boreal fempre abunda  fnows afcribed to his country. 

That is,    " In illuftrious England, always jn mcri>. p.ngUnd, which ;f>om cliffs that ftand 
" covered with northern  fnow."    Though Like hills of fnow) once Albion's name did git. 
the  tranflator was  willing  to  retain the 

The 
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The feeds of ftiife the fierce Erynnis fows; 

The baleful ftrife from court difTention rofc. 

With every charm adorn'd, and every grace,. 

That fpreads its magic o'er the female face, 

Twelve ladies fhined the courtly train among, 

The firft, the faireft of the courtly throng, 

But Envy's breath reviled their injured name,. 

And ftain'd the honour of their virgin fame. 

Twelve youthful barons own'd the foul report, 

The charge at firft, perhaps, a tale of fport. 

Ah, bafe the fport that lightly dares defame 

The facred honour of a lady's name! 

What ' knighthood afks the proud accufers yield, 

And dare the damfels' champions to the field. 

BOOK VI. 

' What knight hoed ajks the froudaccufers 
yield, 

An ' dare the damfels' champions to the field. 
The tranflator, either by his own re- 

fearches, or by his application to fome gen- 
tlemen who were molt likely to inform him, 
has not been able to difcover the flighted 
reftige of this chivalrous adventure in any 
memoirs of the Engliih hiftory. It is pro- 
bable, neverthelefs, that however adorned 
with romantic ornament, it is not entirely 
without foundation in truth. Caftera, who 
unhappily does not cite his authority, gives 
the names of the twilve Portugucfe cham- 
pions; Alvaro Vaz d'Almada, afterwards 
count d'Avranches in Normandy; another 
Alvaro d'Almada, furnamed the Juiter, 
from his dexterity at that warlike exercife ; 
Lopez Fernando Pacheco; Pedro Homen 
D'Acofta; Juan Auguftin Pereyra; Luis 
Gonfalcz de Malafay ; the two brothers 
Alvaro and Rodrigo Mendez ie Ccrveyra ; 
Ruy Gomex de Sylva ; Soueyro d'Acofta, 
who gave his name to the river Acofla in 
Africa;   Martin Lopez   d'Azevedo;   and 

Alvaro Gonfalez de Coutigno, furnamed 
Magricio. The names of the Engliih 
champions and of the ladies, he confeffis. 
are unknown, nor does hiftory pofitively ex- 
plain the injury of which the dames com- 
plained. It mud however, he adds, have 
been fuch as required the atonement of 
blood; /7 falloit ju'el/c fut fanglante, fince 
two fovereigns allowed to determine it by 
the fword. " Some critics, fays Caftera, 
" may perhaps condemn this epifode of 
" Camoens ; but for my part (he continues) 
"'I think the adventure of Olindo and So- 
" phronia, in Taflb, is much more to be 
" blamed. The epifode of the Italian 
" poet is totally exuberant, eft tout-a-fait 
" (a flic he, whereas that of the Portuguese 
"has a dirett relation to his propofed 
" fubject; the wars of his country, a vaft 
" field, in which he has admirably fuc- 
" cceded, without prejudice to the firft rule 
" of the epopea, the unity of the aftion." 
To this may be added the fuftrage of Vol- 
taire, who acknowledges that Camoens art- 
fully interweaves  the hiftory of Portugal. 

And 
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*' There let the caufe, as honour wills, be tried, 

" And let the lance and ruthlefs fword decide." 

The lovely dames implore the courtly train, 

With tears implore them, but implore in vain. 

So famed, fo dreaded tower'd each boaftful knight, 

The damfels' lovers fhunn'd the proffer'd fight. 

•Of arm unable to repel the ftrong, 

The heart's each feeling confcious of the wrong, 

When robb'd of all the female breaft holds dear, 

Ah heaven, how bitter flows the female tearl 

To Lancaster's bold duke the damfels fue.; 
Adown their cheeks, now paler than the hue 

Of fnowdrops trembling to the chilly gale, 

•The ilow-pacedchryftal tears their wrongs bewail. 

When down the beauteous face the dew-drop flows, 

What manly bofom can its force oppofej 

And the fevereft critic muft allow that the is better adapted to the circumftances of the 
.epifode related by Velofo, is happily intro- fpeaker and his audience,  than almoft any 
,duced.    To one who has ever been at fea, of the long hiftories which on all occafions, 
the fcene muft be particularly pleafing. The and fometimes in  the heat of battle, the 
fleet is under fail, they plough the Gnooth heroes of the Iliad relate to  each  other. 

..deep, Pope has been already cited, as giving his 
And o-er the decki cold breaih'd the midnight fanftion to the fine cfFeft of variety in the 

wind. epic poem.   The prefent inftance, which 
All but tlieTecond watch are aflcep in their has a peculiar advantage, in agreeably fu- 
warm pavilions ; the fecond watch fit by fpending the mind of the reader after the 
the malt flickered from the chilly gale by a ftorm is raifed by the machinations of Bac- 
broad fail-cloth ; deep begins to overpower chus, may be cited as a confirmation of the 
•them,  and they tell ftories to entertain one opinion of that judicious poet.    Yet bow- 
.^nother.    For beautiful pifturefquc fimpli- ever defenfible this epifode of Camocns may 
city there is no fea-.fcene equal to this in appear to the tranflator, he can by no means 

•the Odyffey or Eneid.     And even the pre- agree with   Caftcra that the ad'venture of 
jndice of a Scaliger muft have confefled, Olindo and Sophronia, in Taffo, is totally 
that the romantic chivalrous narrative of exuberant.    Like the   epifode of Velofo, 

'Vclofoj '* " intimately connected with the fubjcdl 
•{With dancer, threatened, let the tale infpire fnd  aaio" of l.he   Poc™-    Sec   the fecond 
Jhe fccrn.cf danger, and the hero's fice. book .of the Gierujalcmmt Libtrata. 

His 
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His hoary curls th* indignant hero fhakes, 

And all his youthful rage reftored awakes: 

Though loth, he cries, to plunge my bold compeers 

In civil difcord, yet appeafe your tears : 

From Lufi.tania — for on Lufian ground 

Brave Lancafter had ftrode with lawrel crown'd j 

Had mark'd how bold the Lufian heroes fhone, 

What * time .he claim'd the proud Caftilian throne, 

How matchlefs pour'd the temped of their might. 

When thundering at his fide they ruled the fight: 

Nor lefs their ardent pafllon for the fair, 

Generous and brave, he view'd with wondering care, 

When crown'd with rofes to the nuptial bed 

The warlike John his lovely daughter led — 

From Lufitania's clime, the hero cries, 

The gallant champions of your fame fhall rife. 

Their hearts will burn, for well their hearts I know., 

To pour your vengeance on the guilty foe. 

Let courtly phrafc the heroes' worth admire, 

And for .your injured names that worth require.: 

Let all the foft endearments of the fair, 

And words that weep your wrongs, your wrongs declare. 

Myfelf the heralds to the chiefs will fend, 

And to the king my valiant fon commend. 
• What time be claim'd the proud Caftilian tered Galicia, and was proclaimed king o 

throne. John of Gaunt, duke of Lan- Caftileat the city of St.Jago deCompoftella. 
carter, claimed the crown of Caftile in the He afterwards relinquifhed his pretenfions 
right of his wife, Donna Conjiantia, daugh- on  the  marriage of his daughter Catalina 
ter of Don Pedro, the late king.   Aflifted by with the infant Don Henry of Caflile.    See 
his fon-in-law, John I. of Portugal, he en- the fecond note, p. 167. 

He 
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He fpoke; and twelve of Lufian race he names, 

All noble youths, the champions of the dames. 

The dames by lot their gallant champions ' chufe, 

And each her hero's name exulting views. 

Each in a various letter hails her chief, 

And earneft for his aid relates her grief: 

Each to the king her courtly homage fends, 

And valiant Lancafter their caufe commends. 

Soon as to Tagus' mores the heralds came, 

Swift through the palace pours the fprightly flame 

Of high-foul'd chivalry; the monarch glows 

!Firft.on the lifted field to dare the foes; 

■But regal ftate withheld.    Alike their fires 

Each courtly noble to the toil afpires : 

High on his helm, the envy of his peers, 

Each chofen knight the plume of combat wears. 

In that proud port half circled by the " wave, 

Which Portugallia to the nation gave, 

A deathlefs name, a fpeedy (loop receives 

The fculptured bucklers, and the clafping greaves, 

The fvvords of Ebro, fpears of lofty fize, 

And breaft-plates flaming with a thoufand dyes, 

1 The dames by lot their gallant champions " In that proud port half circled ly the 
chufe.—The ten champions, who in the fifth iva-ve, 
book of the Jerufalem are fent by Godfrey Which Portugallia to the nation gave, 
for the afliftance of Armida, are chofen by A deathlefs name Oporto,   called by 
lot.    Taflb, who had read the Lufiad, and the Romans Cti/le.    Hence Portugal, 
admired its author, undoubtedly had   the 
Portuguefc poet in his eye. 

K k Helmets 
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Helmets high plumed, and, pawing for the fight, 

Bold fteeds, vvhofe harnefs fhone with filvery light 

Dazzling the day.    And now the rifing gale. 

Invites the heroes, and demands the fail, 

When brave Magricio thus his peers addreft,. 

Oh, friends in arms, of equal powers confeft, 

Long have I hoped through foreign climes to ftray, 

Where other ftreams than Douro wind their way;. 

To note what various fhares of blifs and woe 

From various laws and various cuftoms flow j. 

Nor deem that artful I the fight decline ; 

England mall know the combat fhall be mine. 

By land I fpeed, and mould dark fate prevent, 

For death alone fhall blight my firm intent, 

Small may the forrow for my abfence be, 

For yours were conqueft, though unfhared by me. 

Yet fomething more than human warms myx breaft,. 

And fudden whifpers, In our fortunes bleft, 

Nor envious chance, nor rocks, nor whelmy tide, 

Shall our glad meeting at the lift divide. 

He faid j and now the rites of parting friends 

Sufficed, through Leon and Cafteel he bends. 

* Tel fomtthing mere than human tvarmt      Literally, " But if my fpirit truly divine."' 
my hreaft, Thus rendered by Fanfhaw, 

Andfudden luhifpers n .  • t  • ijj.tr 
In the Portuguese, But '" m3 auS "*i tar a blrd d'th fi'i' 

Jlfaift a vcrdjdi o efpirilo me aitrinha. 

On 
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On many a field enrapt the hero flood, 

And the proud fcenes of Lufian conqueft viewed. 

Navar he paft, and paft the dreary wild, 

Where rocks on rocks o'er yawning glyns are piled j 

The wolfs dread range, where to the evening fkies 

In clouds involved the cold Pyrenians rife. 

Through Gallia's flowery vales and wheaten plains 

He ftrays, and Belgia now his fleps detains. 

There, as forgetful of his vow'd intent, 

In various cares the fleeting days he fpent: 

His peers the while direct to England's ftrand, 

Plough the chill northern wave j and now at land, 

Adorn'd in armour, and embroidery gay, 

To lordly London hold the crowded way: 

Bold Lancaftcr receives the knights with joy, 

The feaft and warlike fong each hour employ. 

The beauteous dames attending wake their fire, 

With tears enrage them, and with fmiles infpire. 

And now with doubtful blufhes rofe the day, 

Decreed the rites of wounded fame to pay. 

The Englifh monarch gives the lifted bounds, 

And, fixt in rank, with, mining fpears furrounds. 

Before their dames the gallant knights advance, 
Each like a Mars, and fhake the beamy lance: 

The dames, adorn'd in filk and gold, difplay 

A thoufand colours glittering to the day > 

K k 2 Alone 
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Alone in tears, and doleful mourning, came, 

Unhonour'd by her knight, Magricio's dame. 

Fear not our prowefs, cry the bold Eleven, 

In numbers, not in might, we ftand uneven. 

More could we fpare, fecure of dauntlefs might,. 

When for the injured female name we fight.. 

Beneath a canopy of regal ftate, 

High on a throne the Englifh monarch fatej 

All round the ladies and the barons bold, 

Shining in proud array their flations hold. 

Now o'er the theatre the champions pour, 

And facing three to three, and four to four, 

Flourifh their arms in prelude.   From the bay 

Where flows the Tagus to the Indian feaj 

The fun beholds not in his annual race 

A twelve more fightly, more of manly grace 

Than tower'd the Englifh knights.    With froathing jaws 

Furious each fteed the bit reftri&ive gnaws, 

And rearing to approach the rearing foe; 

Their wavy manes are dafh'd with foamy fnow: 

Crofs-darting to the fun a thoufand rays 

The champions' helmets as the chryftal blaze. 

Ah now, the trembling ladies' cheeks how wan ! 

Cold crept their blood; when through the tumult ran 

A fhout 
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A fhout loud gathering; turn'd was every eye 

Where rofe the fhout, the fudden caufe to fpy. 

And lo, in fhining arms a warrior rode, 

With confcious pride his fnorting courfer trod'; 

Low to the monarch and the dames he bends; 

And now the great Magricio joins his friends. 

With looks that glowed, exulting rofe the fair, 

Whofe wounded honour claim'd the hero's care. 

Afide the doleful weeds of mourning thrown-, 

In dazzling purple and in gold fhe fhone. 

Now loud the fignal of the fight rebounds 

Quivering the air, the meeting (hock refounds 

Hoarfe uproar ; bucklers dafhed on bucklers ring", 

The fplintered lances round their helmets fing. 

Their fwords ftafh lightning, darkly reeking o"er 

The fhining mail-plates flows the purple gore. 

Torn by the fpur, the loofened reins at large, 
Furious the fteeds in thundering plunges charge -y 

Trembles beneath their hoofs the folid ground, 

And thick the fiery fparkles fiafh around, 

A dreadful blaze! with pleafing horror thrill'd' 

The croud behold the terrors of the field. 

Here ftunn'd and ftaggcring with the forceful blow, 

A bending champion grafps the faddle-bow j 

Here backward bent a failing knight reclines, 

His plumes difhonour'd lafh the courfer's loins. 
L So 
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So tired and ftagger'd toil'd the doubtful fight, 

When great Magricio kindling all his might 

Gave all his rage to burn : with headlong force, 

Confcious of vi&ory, his bounding horfe 

Wheels round and round the foe; the hero's fpear 

Now on the front, now flaming on the rear, 

Mows down their firmeft battle j groans the ground, 

The fplinter'd ihields and clofen helms refound      c/n/«^. 

Beneath his courfer ; torn the harnefs gay 

Here from the mailer (brings the fteed away j 

Obfcene with duft and gore, flow from the ground 

Rifing, the matter rowls his eyes around, 

Pale as a fpectre on the Stygian coaft, 

In all the rage of fhame confufed and loft : 

Here low on earth, and o'er the riders thrown, 

The wallowing courfers and the riders groan : 

Before their glimmering vifion dies the light, 

And deep defcends the gloom of death's eternal night. 
They now who boafted, " Let the fword decide," 
Alone in flight's ignoble aid confide : 

Loud to the fkies the fhout of joy proclaims 

The fpotlefs honour of the ladies' names. 

In painted halls of ftate and rofy bowers, 

The twelve brave Lufians crown the feftive hours. 

Bold 
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Bold Lancafter the princely feaft beftows, 

The goblet circles, and the mufic flows; 

And every care,, the tranfport of their joy, 

To tend the knights the lovely dames employ; 

The green-boughed forefts by the lawns of Thames 

Behold the victor-champions and the dames 
Roufe the tall roe-buck o'er the dews of morn, 

While through the dales of Kent refounds the bugle-horn. 
The fultry noon the princely banquet owns, 

The minftrel's fong of war the banquet crowns; 

And when the (hades of gentle evening fall, 

Loud with the dance refounds the lordly hall : 

The golden roofs, while Vefper mines, prolong 

The meafured cadence, and accomp'nied fong. 

Thus paft the days on England's happy ftrand, 

Till the dear memory of their natal land 

Sigh'd for the banks of Tagus.    Yet the breaft 

Of brave Magricio fpurns the thoughts of reft. 

In Gaul's proud court he fought the lifted plain*. 

In arms an injured lady's knight again. 

As Rome's Corvinus o'er the field he T ftrode, 

And on the foe's huge cuirafs proudly trod- 

1 As Rome's Corvinus—Valerius Maxi- pecked his face and hand, and fometimes 
mus,   a Roman tribune, who fought and blinded him with the flapping of his wings, 
flew a Gaul of enormous ftature, in fingle The viftor was thence named  Corvinus. 
combat.    During the duel a raven perched Vid. Liv*.l. 7. C. 26. 
en the helm of his antagonift,. fometimes 

No 
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No more by Tyranny's proud tongue reviled, 

The Flandrian countefs on her hero z fmiled. 

The Rhine another paft, and proved his * might, 

A fraudful German dared him to the fight. 

Strain'd in his grafp the fraudful boafter fell—— 

Here fudden ftopt the youth ; the difta'nt yell 

Of gathering tempeft founded in his ears, 

Unheard, unheeded by his liftening peers. 

Earneft at full they urge him to relate 

Magricio's combat, and the German's fate. 

2 The Flandrian countefs on her hero fmiled. 
—The princefs, for whom Magricio figna- 
lized his valour, was Ifabella of Portugal, 
and fpoufe 'to Philip the Good, duke of 
Bargundy, and earl of Flanders. Some 
Spanifh chronicles relate, that Charles VII. 
of France, having aflcmblcd the Mates of 
his kingdom, cited Philip to appear with 
his other vaffals. Ifabella, who was prefent, 
•folemnly protefted that the earls of Flan- 
ders were not obliged to do homage. A 
difpute arofe, on which me offered, accord- 
ing to the cultom of that age, to appeal to 
the fate of arms. The propofal was accep- 
ted, and Magricio the champion of Ifabella 
vanquilhed a French chevalier, appointed 
by Charles. Though our authors do not 
mention this adventure, and though Em- 
manuel de Faria, and the bed Ponuguefe 
writers treat it with doubt, nothing to the 
difadvantage of Camoens is thence to be 
inferred. A poet is not obliged always to 
follow the truth of hiltory. 

a The Rhine another paft, and frev'd his 
might—This was Alvaro Vaz d'Almada. 
The chronicle of Garibay relates, that at 
Bafil he received from a German a cha- 
lenge to meafurc fwords, on condition that 
each mould fight with the right fide un- 
armed ; the German by this hoping to be 
victorious, for he was left-handed. Th; 
Portuguefe, fufpc&ing no fraud, accepted. 

When the combat began he perceived the 
inequality. His right fide unarmed was 
expofed to the enemy, whofe left fide, 
which was nearelt to him, was defended 

' with half a cuirafs. Notwithftanding all 
this, the brave Alvaro obtained the vic- 
tory. He fprung upon the German, feized 
him, and grafping him forcibly in his 
arms, IHfled and crufhed him to death ; 
imitatmg the conduft of Hercules, who in 
the fame manner flew the cruel Antcus. 
Here we ought to remark the addrefs of 
our author ; he defcrihts at length the in~ 
jury and grief of the Englifh ladies, the 
voyage of the twelve champions to Eng- 
land, and the prowefs they there difplayed. 
When Vclofo relates thefe, the fea is calm ; 
but no fooner docs it begin to be troubled, 
than the foldier abridges his recital: we 
fee him follow by degrees the preludes of 
the ftorm, we perceive the anxiety of his 
mind on the view of the approaching dan- 
ger, haftening his narration to an end. 
Voila. ce que s'affiel/e ces coups de maitrc. 
Behold the ftrokes of a mafter. This note, 
and the one preceding, are from Caflcra. 

Joam Franco Barrcto, whofe fhort nomen- 
clater is printed as an index to the Pprtu- 
gucfe editions of the Lufiad, informs us, that 
Magricio was fon of the marifchal Concalo 
Coutinho, and brother to Don Vafco Cou- 
tinho, the firft count de Marialva. 

When 
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When fhrilly whittling through the decks refounds 

The matter's call, and loud his voice rebounds : 

Inftant from converfe and from (lumber ftart 

Both bands, and inftant to their toils they dart. 

Aloft, oh fpeed, .down, down the topfails, cries 

The Matter, fudden from my earneft eyes 

Vanifh'd the ftars, flow rowls the hollow figh, 

The ftorm's dread herald.—To the topfails fly 

The bounding youths, and o'er the yard-arms whirl 

The whizzing ropes, and fwift the canvas furl j 

When from their grafp the burfting tempefts bore 

The fheets half-gathered, and in fragments tore. 

Strike, ftrike the mainfail, loud again he rears 

His ecchoing voice •, when roaring in their ears, 

As if the ftarry vault by thunders riven, 

Rufh'd downward to the deep the walls of heaven, 

With headlong weight a fiercer blaft defcends, 

And with fharp whirring crafh the main-fail rends ; 

Loud fhrieks of horror through the fleet refound, 

Burfts the torn cordage, rattle far around 

The fplinter'd yard-arms; from each bending maft, 

In many a fhred, far ftreaming on the blaft 

The canvas floats j low finks the leeward fide, 

O'er the broad veffels rolls the fwelling tide j 

O ftrain each nerve, the frantic Pilot cries, 

Oh now — and inftant every nerve applies, 
L 1 Tugging 
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Tugging what cumbrous lay with ftrainful force j 

Dafh'd by the ponderous loads the furges hoarfc 

Roar in new whirls: the dauntlefs foldiers ran 

To pump, yet ere the groaning pump began 

The wave to vomit, o'er the decks o'erthrown 

In groveling heaps the ftagger'd foldiers groan •; 

So rowls the veflel, not the boldeft Three,' 

Of arm robufteft, and of firmeft knee, 

Can guide the ftarting rudder j -from their hands 

The helm burfts; fcarce a cable's -ftrength commands 

The daggering fury of its ftarting bounds, 

While to the forceful beating furge refounds 

The hollow crazing hulk: with kindling rage 

The adverfe winds the adverfe winds engage, 

As from its bafe of rock their banded power 

Strove in the duft to ftrew fome lordly tov/er, 

Whofe dented battlements in middle fky 

Frown on the tempeft and its rage defy ■, 

So roar'd the winds: high o'er the reft: upborne 

On the wide mountain-wave's flant ridge forlorn, 

At times difcover'd by the lightnings :blue, 

Hangs GAMA'S lofty vefTel, to the view 

Small as her boat; o'er Paulus' fhatter'd prore 

Falls the tall main-maft prone with crafhing roar; 

Their hands, yet grafping their "uprooted hair, 

The failors lift to heaven in wild defpair, 

The 
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The Saviour God each yelling voice implores, 

Nor lefs from brave Coello's war-fhip pours 

The fhriek fhrill rolling on the tempeft's wings: 

Dire as the bird of death at midnight fings 

His dreary howlings in the fick man's ear, 

The anfwering fhriek from fhip to fhip they hear. 

Now on the mountain-billows upward driven, 

The navy mingles with the clouds of heaven; 

Now rufhing downward with the finking waves, 

Bare they behold old Ocean's vaulty caves. 

The eaftern blaft againft the weftern pours, 

Againft the fou'thern ftorm the northern roars : 

From pole to pole the flamy lightnings glare, 

One pale blue twinkling fheet enwraps the air, 
In fwift fucceffion now the volleys fly 

Darted in pointed curvings o'er the fky; 

And through the horrors of the dreadful night, 

O'er the torn waves they fhed a ghaftly light; 

The breaking furges flame with burning red, 

Wider and louder ftill the thunders fpread, 

As if the folid heavens together crufh'd, 

Expiring worlds on worlds expiring rufh'd, 

And dim-brow'd Chaos ftruggled to regain 

The wild confufion of his ancient reign. 

Not fuch the volley when the arm of Jove 

From heaven's high gates the rebel Titans drove ; 

L 1 2 Not 
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Not fuch fierce lightnings blazed athwart the flood, 

When, faved by heaven, Deucalion's VefTel rode 

High o'er the deluged hills.    Along the fhore 

The Halcyons, mindful of their fate, * deplore j 

As beating round on trembling wings they fly, 

Shrill through the ftorm their woeful clamours die. 

So from the tomb, when midnight veils the plains, 

With b fhrill, faint voice, th' untimely ghoft complains. 

The amorous dolphins to their deepeft caves 

In vain retreat to fly the furious waves; 

* The HaUyons, mindful of their fate, de- 
plore Ceyx, king of Trachinia, fon of 
Lucifer, married Alcyone, the daughter of 
Eolus. On a voyage to confult the Delphic 
Oracle he was fhipwrccked. His corpfe 
was thrown afhore in the view of his fpoufe, 
who in the agonies of her love and defpair, 
threw herfelf into the fea. The Gods, in 
pity of her pious fidelity, mctamorphofed 
them into the birds which bear her name. 
The Halcyon is a little bird about the fizc 
of a thrum, its plumage of a beautiful fky 
blue, mixed with fome traits of white and 
carnation. It is vulgarly called the King, or 
Martin Fifher. The Halcyons very feldom 
appear but in the fineft weather, whence 
they are fabled to build their nefts on the 
waves. The female is no lefs remarkable 
than the turtle, for her conjugal affection. 
She nourifhes and attends the male when 
fick, and furvives his death but a few days. 
When the Halcyons are furprifed in a tem- 
peft, they fly about as in the utmoft terror, 
with the molt lamentable and doleful cries. 
To introduce them therefore in the pi&ure 
of a ftorm, is a proof both of the tafte and 
judgment of Camoens. 

" With jhrill faint voice th' untimely ghoft 
complains It may not perhaps be uncn- 
tertaining to cite Madam Dacier, and Mr. 
Pope on the voices of the dead. It will, at 
leaft, afford a critical obfervation, which 
appears to have efcaped them both.    " The 

fhades of the fuitors, (obferves Dacier) when 
they arc fummoncd by Mercury out of the 
palace of Ulyffts, emit a feeble, plaintive* 
inarticulate.found, r^an, (Irident: whereas 
Agamemnon, and the fhades that have been 
long in the ftate of the dead, fpeak articu- 
lately. I doubt not but Homer intended to 
fhew, by the former defcription, that when 
the foul is feparatcd from the organs of the 
body, it ceafes to act. after the fame man- 
ner as while it was joined to it; but how 
the dead recover their voices afterwards is 
not eafy to underftand. In other refpeeb 
Virgil paints after Homer: 

Part tcllere voctm 
ExlguatK: itxeftut damcrfrujlraiur tianlci." 

To this Mr. Pope replies, "But why fhould 
we fuppofc with Dacier, that thefe fhades 
of the fuitors (of Penelope) have loft the 
faculty of fpeaking ; I rather imagine that 
the founds they uttered were figns of com- 
plaint and difcontent, and proceeded not 
from an inability to fpeak. After Patrc- 
clus was flain, he appears to Achilles, and 
fpcaks very articulately to him ; yet to cx- 
prefs his forrow at his departure, he a&s. 
like thefe fuitors : for Achilles 

Like a thin firoke beholds th* fpirit fly, 
And hears a feeble, lamentable cry. 

Dacitr conjectures, that the power of fpcech. 
ceafes in the dead, till they are admitted 
into a ftaie of reft j but Patroclus is an in- 

Jlaace 
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High o'er the mountain-capes the ocean flows, 

And tears the aged forefts from their brows :■. 

The pine and oak's huge finewy roots uptorn*, 

And from their beds the dufky fands, upborne- 

On the rude whirlings of the billowy fweep*. 

Imbrown the. furface of the boiling deep. 

High to the poop the valiant GAMA fprings; 

And all the rage of grief his bofom wrings, 

Grief to behold, the while fond hope enjoy'd- 

The meed of all his toils, that hope deftroy'd.. 

In awful horror loft, the hero, ftands,. 

And rowls his eyes to heaven, and fpreads his hands, 

While to the clouds his veflel rides the fwell, 

And now. her black keel (hikes the gates of hell;, 
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ftance to the contrary in the Iliad, and 
Elpenor in the Odyffey, for they both fpeak 
hefore their funereal rites are performed, and 
confequently before they enter into a ftate 
of repofe amongft the fliades of the happy." 

The Critic, inhisfearch for diftant proofs, 
often omits the mod material one imme- 
diately at hand. Had Madam ■ Dacier at- 
tended to the epifode of the fouls of the 
fuitors, the world had never feen her in- 
genuity in thefe mythological conjectures ; 
nor had Mr. Pope any need to bring the 
cafe of Patroclus or Elpenor to overthrow 
her fyftem. Amphimedon, one of the fuitors, 
in the very epifode which gave birth to Da- 
eier's conjecture, tells his ftory very articu- 
lately to the fliade of Agamemnon, though 
he had not received the funereal rites : 

Our mangled bodies now deform'd with gore, 
Cold aadjiegleGed Spread the marble floor: 

No friend to bathe our wounds! or tears to flied ■ 
O'er the pale corfe I the honours of ihe dead. 

ODYSS. XXIV. 

On the whole, the defence of Pope is almofl 
as idle as the conjectures of Dacier. The plain 
truth is, Poetry delights in Perfonification ; 
every thing in it, as Ariftotle fays of the 
Iliad, has manners; poetry muft therefore 
perfonify according to our ideas. Thus im 
Milton : 

Tears, fuch M angels weep, burft forth 

Afld thus in Homer, while the fuitors are- 
condufted to hell;. 

Trembling the fpefires glide, and plaintive vent 
Thin, hollow fcreams, along the deep defcenti 

and, unfettered with mythological diftinc- 
ticms, either fhriek or articulately talk, ac- 
cording to the mod poetical view of theix 
fuppofed circumltances. 

Oh 



264 THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. BOOK VI. 

Oh thou, he cries, whom trembling heaven obeys; 

Whofe will the tempeft's furious madnefs fways, 

Who, through the wild waves, led'ft thy chofen.race; 

While the high billows flood like walls of brafs : 

Oh thou, while ocean burfling o'er the world 

Roar'd o'er the hills, and from the fky down hurl'd 

Rufh'd other headlong oceans ; oh, as then 

The fecond father of the race of men 

Safe in thy care the dreadful billows rode, 

Oh ! fave us now, be now the faviour God ! 

Safe in thy care, what dangers have we paft ! 

And fhalt thou leave us, leave us now at laft* 

To perifh here — our dangers and our toils 

To fpread thy laws unworthy of thy fmiles j 

Our vows unheard — Heavy with all thy weight, 

Oh horror, cornel and come, eternal night! 

He paufed; — then round his eyes and arms he threw 

In geflure wild, and thus; Oh happy you! 

You, who in Afric fought for holy faith, 

And, pierced with Moorifh fpears, in glorious death 

Beheld the fmiling heavens your toils reward, 

By your brave mates beheld the conqueft fhared; 

Oh happy you, on every fhore rcnown'd ! 

Your vows refpetted and your wifhes crown'd. 

He 
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He fpoke j redoubled raged the mingled blafts; 

Through the torn cordage and the fhatter'd mafts 

The winds loud whittled, fiercer lighnings blazed, 

And louder roars the doubled thunders raifed, 

The Iky and ocean blending, each on fire, 

Seem'd as all Nature flruggled to expire. 

When now the filver flar of Love appear'd, 

Bright in her eaft her radiant front fhe rear'd ; 

Fair through the horrid ftorm the gentle ray- 

Announced the promife of the cheerful dayj 

From her bright throne Celeflial Love beheld 

The tempefl burn, and blafl on blafl impell'd : 

And mufl the furious Daemon ftill, fhe cries, 

Still urge his rage, nor all the pafl fuffice ! 

Yet as the pafl, fhall all his rage be vain        ■ 
She fpoke, and darted to the roaring main j 

Her lovely nymphs fhe calls, the nymphs obey, 

Her nymphs the Virtues who confefs her fway; 

Round every brow fhe bids the rofe-buds twine,. 

And every flower adown the locks to fhine* 

The fnow-white lily and the laurel green, 

And pink and yellow as at flrife be feen. 

Inftant amidfl their golden ringlets ftrove 

Each flowret planted by the hand of Love ; 

At flrife, who firfl th' enamour'd Powers to gain, 

Who rule the tempefls and the waves reflrain: 

Bright 
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Bright as a ftarry band the Nereids fhone, 

Inftant old Eolus' fons their prefence c own j 

The winds die faintly, and in fofteft fighs 

Each at his Fair one's feet defponding lies. 

The bright Orithia-, .threatening, flernly chides 

The furious Boreas, and his faith derides; 

The furious Boreas -owns her powerful bands: 

Fair Galatea, with a fmile commands 

The raging Notus, for his love, how true, 

His fervent paffion and his faith fhe knew. 

Thus every nymph her various Lover chides; 

The filent winds are fetter'd by their brides j 

And to the Goddefs of Celeftial loves, 

Mild as her look, and gentle as her doves 

In flowery bands are brought.    Their amorous flame 

The Queen approves, and ever burn the fame, 

She cries, and joyful on the Nymphs' fair hands, 

Th' Eolian race receive the Queen's commands, 

And vow, that henceforth her Armada's fails 

Should gently fwell with fair propitious d gales. 

« For the fable of Eolas fee the tenth the Armada thus obfcurely anticipated, re- 
•Odyfley. fembles in particular the prophecy of the 

d And voiv, that henceforth her Armada's fafe return  of UlyfTes to Ithaca, foretold 
fart* by  the   ftiade  of Tirejias, which was af- 

Should gently/well with fair propitious gales, terwardt  fulfilled   by  the  Phaiacians.     It 
—In innumerable instances Camoens difco- remains now to make fome obfervations on" 
vers himfelf a judicious imitator of the an- the machinery ufed  by  Camoens in this 
cients.  In the two great mailers of the Epic book.    The neceffity of machinery in the 
are feveral prophecies oracular of the fate Epopea,   and the perhaps insurmountable 
of different heroes, which give an air of fo- difficulty of finding one  unexceptionable 
lemn importance to the Poem.    The fate of adapted to a Poem where the heroes are 

Chriftians, 
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Now morn arofe ferene in dappled grey, 

Pale gleamed the wave beneath the golden ray; 

Blue o'er the filver flood the mountains rofe, 

Where, crown.'d with palm, the murmuring Ganges flows ;. 

The failors on the main-top's airy round, 

With waving hand, Land, land, aloud refound;. 

Aloud the Pilot of Melinda cries, 
Behold, O Chief, the mores of India rife !- 

Elate the joyful crew on tip-toe trod, 
And every breaft with fwelling raptures glow'd y 

GAMA'S great foul confefl the rufliing fwell, 

Prone on his manly knees the Hero fell, 

Chriftians, or, in other words, to a Poem 
whofe fubjeft is modern, have already been 
obfervcd in the Preface. The machinery 
of Camoens has alfo been proved, in every 
refpeft, to be lefs exceptionable than that of 
Taffo in his Jcmfalem, or that of Voltaire 
in his Hcnrinde. To imitate the manners 
•f the ancients, was the reigning talle at 
the revival of letters. If therefore we ex- 
cufe Camoens for writing in the tafte of his 
age, the executive part of his machinery, it 
is prefumed, will require no apology. The 
defcent of Bacchus to the palace of Nep- 
tune in the depths of the fea, and his ad- 
drefs to the watery Gods are noble imita- 
tions of Virgil's Juno in the •firft Eneid. 
The dcfcription of the ftorm is alfo mafler- 
ly. In both inftances the conduct of the 
Eneid is joined with the defcriptive exu- 
berance of the Odyfley. The appearance 
of the ftar of Venus through the ftorm 
is finely imagined, the influence of the 
nymphs of that Goddefs over the winds, 
and their fubfequent nuptials, are in the 
fpirit of the promife of Juno to Eolus; 

SUKI miti biifepiem prxjlantinrjnrt rympbie: 
Shtarum, qua forma pukbtrrima, Duopeiam 
Ctnnubio jungam Jlabili, proprijmque ditabo: 
OviKti ut tecum mentis pro talibui ar.nos 
Exi£at, & pukhra faciat leprcit parcntem. 

And the fiction itfelf is an allegory exactly 
in the manner of Homer. Orithia, the 
daughter of Erecteus, and queen of the 
Amazons, was ravifhed and carried away 
by Boreas. Her name derived from J^o;, 
bfund or limit, and flwx, •vio'ence, implies 
that flic moderated the rage of her hufband. 
In the fame manner, Galatea, derived from 
y£>.9, milk, and Oia, a Goddefs, fignifies 
the Goddefs of candour or innocence. • 
' "If one would fpeak poetically,- fays 
Boffii, he mult imitate Homer. Homer will 
not fay that fait has the virtue to preferve 
dead bodies, or that the fea prefented 
Achilles a remedy to preferve the corps of 
Patroclus from putrefaction : He makes the 
fea a Goddefs, and tells us that Thetis, to 
comfort Achilles, promifed to perfume the 
body with an Ambrofia, which mould keep 
it a whole year from corruption.—All this 
is told us poetically, the whole is reduced 
into action, the fea is made a perfon who. 
fpcaks and acts, and this frofipopain is ac- 
companied with paflion, tendernefs, and 
affection." 

It has been obferved by the critics, that 
Homer, in the battle of the Gods, has, 
with great propriety, divided their auxiliary 
forces. On the fide of the Greeks he places 
all the Gods who prefide over the arts and 

M m fciences. 
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On-bounteous heaven, he cries, and fpreads his hands 

To bounteous heaven, while boundlefs joy commands 

No farther word to flow.- • In wonder loft, 

As one in horrid dreams through whirlpools toft,. 

Now fnatch'd by Daemons rides the flaming air, 

And howls, and hears the howlings of defpair"; 

Awaked, amazed, confufed with tranfport glows* 

And, trembling ftill, with troubled joy o'erflows; 

So yet affedled with the fickly weight 

Left by the horrors of the dreadful night,' 

The Hero wakes in raptures to behold 

The Indian fhores before his prows unfold : 

Bounding he rifes, and with eyes on fire 

Surveys the limits of his proud defire. 

fciences.   Mars and Venus favour the adul- the God of war oppofes this, but is worded, 
tery of Paris, and Apollo is for the Tro- ——No fooner has our reafon fubdued one 
jans, as their ftrength confided chiefly in temptation, but another fucceeds to re-in- 
the ufe of the bow.    Talking of the bat- force it, thus Vtnus fuccours Mars.—f alias 
tie, " With what art, fays Euftatbius, as retreated  from Mars in order to conquer 
cited  by Pope, does the Poet engage  the him ; this fhews us that the bed way  to 
Gods  in   this conflict !     Neptune oppofes fubdue a temptation is to retreat from it." 
Jpolh,   which  implies,  that things  moid Thefe   explications  of the   manner  of 
and dry are in continual difcord.    Pallat Homer ought, in juftice, to be applied to 
rights with Man, which fignifies that ram- his imitator ; nor is the moral part of the 
nefs and wifdom always difagree : Juno is allegory of Camoens lefs exaft than the my- 
againd Diana, that is, nothing more dif- thological.   In   the prefent  in fiances,  his 
fers from a marriage date than  celibacy : allegory is peculiarly happy.    The rage and 
Vulcan engages Xantbus, that is, fire and endeavours of the evil Da:mon to prevent 
water are in perpetual variance.    Thus we the interefts of  Chridianity are  ftrongly 
have a fine allegory concealed  under  the marked.    The dorm which he raifes is the 
veil  of excellent poetry, and  the  Reader tumult  of  the human paflions ; thefe are 
conceives a double fatisfaclion at the fame mod efFeftually fubdued by the influence ef 
time, from the beautiful vcrfes and an in- the virtues, which more immediately depend 
ftruclivc moral."    And again, " The com- upon Celedial Love ;  and the union which 
bat of Mars and Pallas is plainly allegori- flie confirms between the virtues and paf- 
cal.    Judice and Wifdom demanded, that fions, is the fureft pledge of future tran- 
»n end fhould be put to this terrible war: quillity. 

O glorious 
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O glorious chief, while florms and oceans" raved, 

What hopelefs toils thy dauntlefs valour braved ! 

By toils like thine the brave afcend to heaven, 

By toils like thine immortal fame is given. 

Not he, who daily moves in ermine gown, 

Who nightly (lumbers on the couch of. down ; 
Who proudly boafts through heroes old to trace 

The lordly lineage of his titled race j 

Proud of the fmiles of every courtier lord, 

A welcome gueft at every courtier's board; 

Not he, the feeble fon of eafe, may claim 

Thy wreathe, O GAM A, or may hope thy fame. 

'Tis he, who nurtured on the tented field, 

From whofe brown cheek each tint of fear expell'd, 

With manly face unmoved, fecure, ferene, 

Amidtl the thunders of the deathful fcene, 

From horror's mouth dares fnatch the warrior's crown, 

His own his honours, all his fame his own : 

Who proudly juft to honour's ftern commands, 

The dogftar's rage on Afric's burning fands, 

Or the keen air of midnight polar fkies, 

Long watchful by the helm, alike defies : 

Who on his front,  the trophies of the wars, 

Bears his proud knighthood's badge, his honeft fears j 

Who cloath'd in fleel, by thirft, by famine worn, 

Through paging feas by bold ambition borne, 
M m 2 Scornful 
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iScornful of gold, "by nobleft ardour fired, 

Each wifh by mental dignity infpired, 

Prepared each ill to fuffer or to dare, 
To blefs mankind, his great, his only care? 

Him whom her fon mature Experience owns. 

Him, him alone Heroic -Glory crowns.. 

BOOK VI. 

"Once more the translator is tempted to 
•confefs his opinion, that the contrary prac- 
tice of Homer and Virgil affords in reality 

•no reafonable obje&ion againft the excla- 
matory exuberances of Camoens. Homer, 
though the-father of the epic poem, has his 

^exuberances, as has been obferved in the pre- 
face, which violently trefpafs againft the 
Jirftrule of the Epopea, the.unity ofihe ac- 
tion. A rule which, ftriftly fpeaking, is 
not outraged by the digreflive exclamations 

•of Camoens. The one now before us, as 
the fevereft critic mult allow, .is happily 
adapted to the 'fubjedt x>f the "book. The 
great dangers which the hero had hitherto 
encountered, are particularly defcribed. He 
3s afterwards brought in fhfcty to the Jndian 
more, the objeft -of his ambition, and of 
all his toils. The exclamation therefore on 
the grand hinge of the poem, has its pro 
juiety, s.nd difcovers the warmth of its^au- 
tiior.'s genius.  Jt mult alib. jpleafe, is it is 

<ftrongly charafterilHcal of the temper of 
our military poet. The manly contempt 
with which he fpeaks of the luxurious in- 
active courtier, and the delight and honour 
with which he talks of the toils of the fol- 
dier, prefent his own aftive life to the reader 
of fenfihility. His campaigns in Africa, 
where in a gallant attack he loft an eye, his 
dangerous life at fea, and the military fa- 
tigues and the battles in which he bore an 
honourable fhare in India, rife to our idea, 
and pofiefs us with an tfteem and admira- 
tion of our martial poet, who thus could 
look back with agallant enthufiafm, though 
hismodefty does not mention himfelf,.on all 
the hardfhips he had endured : who thus 
could bravely efteem the dangers to which 
he had been expofed, and by which he had 
feverely fuffered, as the moft defireable oc- 
currences of his life, and thcorname.nt.Qf 
his name. 

END   .o-p    THE   SIXTH   BOOK. 
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BOOK        VII. 

HAIL glorious Chief! where never chief before 

Forced his bold way, all hail on India's fhore! 

An.d hail, ye Lnfian.heroes, fair and wide 

What groves of palm, tp -haughty Rome deny'd, 

For you by Ganges' lengthening banks unfold! 

What laurel forefts on the fhores of gold 

For you their honours ever verdant rear, 

jProud with thejr leaves to twine the Lufian ipear;! 

Ah beaten^, what fury Europe's fons controuls! 

"What felf-confuming difcord fires their fouls ! 

■'Gainft her own breaft her fvvord Germania turns, 

'Through all her ftates fraternal rancour burns j 
.Some 
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Some blindly wandering holy Faith * difclsimy* -    " 
And fierce through all wild rages civil flame. 

High found the titles of the Englifli crown, 

King of Jerufalem, his own b renown ! 

Alas, delighted with an airy name, 

The thin dim fliadow of departed fame, 

England's flern Monarch, funk in foft repofe, 

Luxurious riots mid his northern fnows : 

Or if the ftarting burft of rage fucceed, 

His brethren are his foes, and Chriflians bleed ; 

While Hagar's brutal race his titles ftain, 

In weeping Salem' unmolefted reign, 

And with their rites impure her holy fhrines profane. 

And thou, O Gaul, with gaudy trophies plumed,    ' 

Moft Chriftian named j alas, in vain aftumed! 

What impious luft of empire fteels thy e breaft 

From their juft Lords the Chriftian lands to wreft! 

* Some blindly •wandering holy Faith dif- hope of afcending the throne of England, 
elaim—The conftitution -of Germany, 6b- which attempt was defeated. Regnier, Count 
ferves PufFcndorf, may be faid to verify the d'Anjou,   father  of  Margaret,   queen  of 
fable of the  Hydra, with this difference, Henry  VI. was flattered  with the mock 
that the heads of the German (late bite and royalty of Naples, Cyprus, and Jerufalem, 
devour each other.    At the time when Ca- his armorial bearing for the latter, Luna, a 
moens   wrote,   the German   empire   was crofs potent, between four crofTcs Sol. Hen. 
plunged into all the mifcries of a religious VIII.  filled the throne  of England  when 
war, the Catholics ufing every endeavour to our author  wrote: his gothic luxury and 
rivet the chains of Popery, the adherents of conjugal brutality amply deferved the cen- 
Luther as ftrenuoufly endeavouring to Ihake fuxe of the honcft Poet, 
them ofr. c H 'bat  impious lujl of empire Jieeh tby 

b High found the titles cftheEngliJh e~civn,       breaft The French Tranflator very cor- 
King of Jerufalem This  is  a miftake. dially agrees with the Portuguefe Poet in the 
The title of King of Jerufalem was never ftrit"hircs upon  Germany,   England,   and 
aflumed by the Kings of England.   Robert, Italy.   .But when his own country is touched 
Duke  of Normandy, Ton  «f William  the upon, "Malgre Pejlimc, fays he,quefaipour 
Conqueror, was elefted King of Jerufalem men auteur,je ne craindrai pas de dire ju'il 
by the army in Syria, but declined it in tcmbe ici dans une grande injufiice: For all 

the 

1 
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While Holy Faith's hereditary fges 

Poflefs the treafures where Cynifio * flows j 

And all fecure, behold their harvefts fmile 

In waving gold along the banks of Nile. 

And thou, O loft to glory, loft to fame, 

Thou dark oblivion pf thy ancient name* 

By every vicious luxury debafed* 

Each noble paffion from thy breaft erafed, 

Nervelefs in floth, enfeebling arts thy boaft* 

Oh ! Italy, how fallen, how low, howe loft 1 

the regard I have for my Author, I will not 
hefitate to fay, that here he has committed 
an enormous injuftice." All Europe befides 
however will witnefs the truth of the afler- 
tion, which fligmatizcs the French politics 
with the lull of extending their monarchy. 

*  ivbere Cynifio flows A river in 
Africa. 

' Ob / Italy, boiufallen, bow low, boiu 
loft !—However thefe fevere reflcttions on 
modern Italy may difpleafe the admirers of 
Italian manners, the pifture on the whole is 
too juft to admit of confutation. Never 
did the hiftory of any court afford fuch in- 
stances of villainy and all the bafenefs of 
intrigue as that of the Popes. The faith 
and .honour of gentlemen banifhed from, 
the politics of the Vatican, every public 
virtue muft of confequence decline among 
the higher ranks, while the lower, broken 
by oppreffion, funk into the deepeft poverty, 
and its attendant vices of meannefs and pu- 
sillanimity. That this view of the lower 
ranks in the Pope's, dominions is juft, we 
have the indubitable teftimony of an Ad- 
difon, confirmed by the mifcrable depopu- 
lation of a province, which was once the 
fined and moll populous of the Roman em- 
pire. It has long been the policy of the 
court of Spain, to encourage the luxury and 
effeminate diflipation of the Neapolitan no- 
bility ; and thofe of modern Venice refem- 
ble their warlike anecftorr only in name. 

That Italy cart boaft many individuals of a 
different charafter, will by no means over- 
throw thefe general obfervations founded on 
the teftimony of the mod authentic Writers. 
Our Poet is befides juftifiable, in his 
cenfures, for he only follows the fevere re- 
flexions of the greateft of the Italian Poets. 
It were eafy to give fifty instances, two 
or three however fhall fuffice. Dante 
in his fixth Canto, del Purg. 

Abi, firva Italia, di dolcre cflclh, 
Nave fenza wcebiiro in gran teaptPj, 
Non anna di'provindt, ma bordtlh—■ 

" Ah, flavifh Italy, the Inn of dolour, a 
fhip without a pilot in a horrid temped, 
not the miftrefs of provinces, but a brotheL" 

Ariofto, Canto 17. 
0 a*ogni vitio fetida ftntina 
Dcnr.i Italia imbriac 

" O inebrLited Italy, thou fleepeft the link 
of every filthy vice." 

And Petrarch; 

DtT emfia Babilonia, ond' tfuggita 
Ogni vcrgogna, ond* ogni Une efuori, 
Aibtrgo Ji dilort madre iTerrori 
Son fuggif io fxr allungar la vita. 

" From the impious Babylon (the Pa/ai 
court) from whence all fhame and all good 
are fled, the Inn of dolour, the mother of 
errors, have I haflencd away to prolong 
my life." 

A much 
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In vain to thee the call of glory founds, 

Thy fword alone thy own foft bofom wounds. 

Ah, Europe's fons, ye brother-powers,, in you 

The fables old of Cadmus now are f true : 

Fierce rofe the brothers from the dragon teeth, 

And each fell crimfon'd with a brother's death. 

So fall the braveft of the ChrifHan ' name, 

While dogs unclean Median's lore blafpheme, 

A much admired Sonnet from the fame 
Author ihall clofe thefe citations. 

SONNETTO. 
La gala, e'lftrr.o, e rotiofe ptumc 
llanno dtl mornis ogm virtu Jbandita ; 
OnS e dalcorfo fuo quaji fmarrita 
No/Ira natura vittta dal io/tun:t : 
Ed ifi jpertt ogr.i ber.ignt> lume 
Del del, per cut t'infcrma btimana vita 
Cbe per cofa mirabile ladd'tta 
Cbi vualfar d'lUlicona rjfcerjiune 
Sfua! vjgbtzza di laun, qual di mini t 
Povera e nuda vai Filcfofia, 
Diet la turba al vilguadagno intrfa. 
Pocbi ccmpagni bavrai per Valta via \ 
Tamo tiprego piii;  gentile fpit 13, 
Non lajfar la magnamma tua impreja. 

Though this elegant little Poem is gene- 
ral, yet 03 the Author and the friend to 
whom he addrefles it, were Italians, that he 
had a particular regard to the ftate of their 
own country rauil be allowed. I have thus 
attempted it in Englifh. 

SONNET. 
Ah ! how, my friend, has fuul-gorged L.u»ur!e, 
And bloated flumben on the (lothful down, 
From the dull woild all manly virtue thrown, 
And (laved the age to cuflom's tyrannic ! 

The blefTed lights fo loll in darlcnefs be, 
Thofe lights by heaven to guide our minds beftnwn, 
Mid were he deem'd who brought from Helicon 
The hallowed water or the laurel tree. 

Philofophy, ah ! thou art cold and poor, 
Exclaim the crowd, on fordid gain intent; 
Few will attend thee on thy lofty ruad : 
Yet I, my friend, would fire thy zeal the more ; 
Ah, pcntle fpirlt, labour on unfpent, 
Crown thy fait toils, and win the fmi'e of God. 

It is fuppofed that this was addrelTed to a 
friend, engaged in fome literary undertaking 
of importance and novelty. 

{ The fables old of Cadmus Cadmus 
having (lain the dragon which guarded the 
fountain of Dirce in Bceotia, fowed the 
teeth of the monfter. A number of armed 
men immediately fprung up, and furround- 
ed Cadmus in order to kill him. By the 
counfel of Minerva he threw a precious 
ftorie among them, in ftriving for which 
they flew one another. Only five furvived, 
who afterwards affifted him to build the city 
of Thebes.    Vid. Ovid. Met. IV. 

The foundation of this fable appears to 
be thus: Cadmus having flain a famous 
Freebooter, who infefted Bceotia, a number 
of his Banditti, not improperly called'his 
teeth, attempted to revenge his death, but 
quarrelling about the presents which Cad- 
mus fent them to dillribute among them- 
felves, they fell by the fwords of each 
ether. 

Ten igertr pcreunt per toutua vulnera fratret, 

6 So fall the braveft of tht Chrifiian name. 
While dogs a clean—Imitated from this fine 
palTage in Lucan : 

SJJW'I furer, 0 Civet ! quir tanta licenlia ferri, 
Gentibui imiijit I.atiuni prtrbere crttmm e~ 
Cumque fuperba firet B.ihylon (priianda tnpbais 
jiufim'ii, umbraque erraret CralTus imlte, 
Btlligtriplacuu r.ull-A babitura triumplvi f 
lieu, quantum potuit terra ptljgique parari , 
line, quern civi/et bauferimt, Jangume, dcxtra ! 

And 
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And howl their curfes o'er the holy tomb, 

As to the fword the Chriftian race they doom. 

From age to age, from more to diftant fhore, 

By various princes led, their legions pour ;. 

United all in one determined aim, 

From every land to blot the Chriftian name- 

Then wake, ye brother-powers, combined awake^ 

And from the foe the great example take. 

If empire tempt ye, lo, the eaft expands, 

Fair and immenfe her fummer-garden lands: 

Here boaftful wealth difplays her radiant ftore, 

Padtol and Hermus' ftream o'er golden ore, 

Rowl their long way; but not for you they flow, 

Their treafures blaze on the ftern Soldan's brow : 

For him Aflyria plies the loom of gold, 

And Afric's fons their deepeft mines unfold 

To give his throne to blaze—Ye weftern powers, 

To throw the mimic bolt of Jove is yours,. 

Yours all the art to wield the arms of fire,, 

Then bid the thunders of the dreadful tire 

Againft the walls of dread Byzantium roar, 

Till headlong driven from Europe's ravifh'd fhore 

To their cold Scythian wilds, and dreary dens, 

By Cafpian mountains, and uncultured fens, 

Their fathers' feats beyond the Wolgian h lake, 

The barbarous race of Saracen betake. 
* Beyond the Wolgian lake—The Cafpian fea, fo called from the large river Volga or 

Wolga, which empties itlclfinto.it.. 
N n And 
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And hark, to you the woeful Greek exclaims; 

The Georgian fathers and th' Armenian dames, 

Their faireft offspring from their bofoms torn, 

A dreadful tribute, loud imploring ' mourn. 

Alas, in vain ! their offspring captive led, 

In Hagar's fons unhallow'd temples bred, 
To rapine train'd, arife a brutal hoft, 

The Chriftian terror, and the Turkifh boafl. 

Yet fleep, ye powers of Europe, carelefs fleep, 

To you in vain your eaftern brethren weep ; 

Yet not in vain their woe-wrung tears mall fue, 

Though fmall the Lufian realms, her legions few, 

The guardian oft by heaven ordain'd before, 

The Lufian race fhall guard Mefllah's lore. 

When heaven decreed to crufh the Moorifh foe 

Heaven gave the Lufian fpear to ftrike the blow. 

When heaven's own laws o'er Afric's fhores were heard, 

The facred fhrines the Lufian heroes k rear'd; 

Nor fhall their zeal in Afia's bounds expire, 

Afia fubdued fhall fume with hallowed fire. 
When the red fun the Lufian fhore forfakes, 
And on the lap of deepefr. weft ' awakes, 

1 Their fair eft offspring from their be/cms "nature)    taken  in their childhood  from 
lorn, " their miferable parents by  a  levy made 

A dreadful tribute ! By  this barbarous "every five years, or oftener or feldomcr, 
policy the tyranny of the Ottomans has been " as occafion rcquircth." 

infantry and cavalry, known by the name The facred jhrines the Lufian heroes rear'd-- 
of Janizaries and Spahis, are thus fupported ; See the note on page 194. 
and the fcribes in office called Mufti, fays '  of deepejl iueft -Alludes to the 
Sandys, " are the fons of Chriftians (and difcovery and conqucft of the Brazils by the 
" thofe the molt  completely furniflicd by Portuguefe. 

O'er 
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O'er the wild plains, beneath unincenfed flues 

The fun mall view the Lufian altars rife. 

And could new worlds by human ftep be trod, 

Thofe worlds fliould tremble at the Lufian n nod. 

m If our former defences of the exube- 
rant declamations of Camoens are allowed 
by the critic, we doubt not but the digref- 
fion, now concluded, will appear with pe- 
culiar propriety. The poet having brought 
his heroes to the fhorc of India, indulges 
himfelf with a review of the ftate of the 
weftern and caftern worlds ; the latter of 
which is now, by the labour of his heroes, 
rendered acceflible to the former. The pur- 
pofe of his poem is alfo ftriftly kept in 
view. The Weft and the Eaft he confiders 
as two great empires, the one of the true 
religion, the other of a falfe. The profef- 
fors of the true, difunited and deftroying 
one another ; the profeflbrs of the falfe one 
all combined to extirpate the other. _ He 
upbraids the profeflbrs of the true religion 
for their vices, particularly for their difunion 
and for defcrting the interefts of holy faith. 
His countrymen, however, he boafts, have 
been its defenders and planters, and, with- 
out the afliftance of their brother powers, 
will plant it in Afia. This, as it is the pur- 
pofeof his hero, is direQly to the fubjeft of 
the poem,, and the honour, which heaven he 
fays vonchfafed to his countrymen.in chuf- 
ing them to defend and propagate its laws, 
is in the genuine fpirit of that religious en- 
thufiafm which breathes through the two 
great epic poems of Greece and Rome, and 
which gives an air of the moft folemn im- 
portance to the Gierufalcmme of Taflb. 

Yet whatever liberties a poet may be al- 
lowed to take when he treats of the fabulous 
ages, any abfurdity of opinion, where aa- 
thentic hiftory, and the ftate of modern na- 
tions afford the topic, muft to the intelligent 
reader appear ridiculous, and therefore a 
blemifh in a folemn poem. There are many, 
the translator is aware, to whom a ferious 
and warm exhortation to a general crufade 
will appear as an abfurdity, and a blemifh 
of this kind. " The crufaders," according 
to what M. Voltaire calls their true charac- 

ter, tfes inlands Hguts pour <vem'r,^ &C. 
" were a band of vagabond thieves, 
" who had agreed to ramble from the heart 
" of Europe in order to defolate a country 
" they had no right to, and maffacre, in 
" cold blood, a venerable prince more than- 
" fourfcore years old, and his whole peo- 
" pie, againft whom they had no pretence 
" of complaint." 

Yet however confidently Voltaire and 
others may pleafe to talk, it will be no 
difficult matter to prove that the crufades 
were neither fo unjuftifiablc, fo impolitical, 
nor fo unhappy in their confequences as the 
fuperficial readers of hiftory are habituated, 
to view them. 

Were the Aborigines of all' America to 
form one general confederacy againft the 
defcendants of thofe Europeans, who under 
that brutal conqueror Fernando Cortez.maf- 
facred upwards of forty millions of Mexi- 
cans, and other American natives, and were 
the confederates totally to difpoflefs the pre-, 
fent poffeffors of an empire fo unjuftly ac- 
quired, no man, it is prefumed, would, 
pronounce that their combination and hofti- 
lities were againft the law of nature or na- 
tions. Yet, whatever Voltaire may pleafe 
to affrrt, this fuppofition is by no means 
unapplicable to the confederacy of the crofs. 
A party of wandering Arabs are joined by 
the Turks or Turcomans, who inhabited 
the frozen wilds of mount Caucafus, and 
whofe name fignifies wanderers; thefe, in- 
corporated with other banditti, from the 
deicrtsofScythia, now called Tartary, over- 
run the regions of Syria, to which the) had 
no title, whofe inhabitants had given them 
no offence. They profefs that they are 
commiflioned by heaven to eftablifh the re- 
ligion of Mohammed hy violence and the 
fword. In a few ages they fulxluc the fineft 
countries around the Euphrates, and the 
Chriilian inhabitants, the rightful poffef- 
fors, are treated with the brutal policy and 
N n 2 cruelty 
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And now their enfigns blazing o'er the tide 

On India's fhore the Lufian heroes ride. 

High to the fleecy clouds refplendant far 

Appear the regal towers of Malabar, 

cruelty of a Cortez. Bound by their creed 
to make war on the Chriftians, their ambi- 
tion neglects no opportunity to extend their 
conquefts; and already pofTefTedof immenfe 
territory, their acknowledged purpofe and 
their power threaten deftruction to the Chrif- 
tian empire of the Greeks. 

Having conquered and .profelited Africa, 
from the Nile to the Straits of Gibraltar, 
the princes of that country, their tributaries 
and allies, combining in the great defign to 
extirpate Chriftianity, tum their arms againft 
Europe, and are fuccefsful: they eftablifh 
kingdoms in Spain and Portugal; and 
France, Italy, and the weftern iflands of the 
mediterranean, fuffer by their excuriions ; 
while Hungary, Bohemia, Poland, and Italy 
itfelf, ftom its vicinage to Dalmatia, are 
immediately concerned in the impending 
fate of the Grecian empire. To thefe con- 
fiderations let it be added, that feveral eaf- 
tern Chriftians fled to Europe, and begging 
as pilgrims from country to country, im- 
plored the afliftance of the Chriftian powers 
to difpoffefs the cruel and unjuft ufurpers 
of their lands. At this period the crufades 
commence. To fuppofe that the princes of 
Europe were fo inlenfible to the danger 
which threatened them, as fome modern wri- 
ters who have touched upon that fubjeft, ap- 
pear to be, is to afcribe a degree of ilupidity 
to them by no means applicable to their 
military character. Though fuperftition in- 
flamed the multitude, we may be aflured 
however, that feveral princes found it their 
political intcreft to fan the flames of that 
fuperftition ; and accordingly we find that 
the princes of Spain and Portugal often 
greatly availed themfelves of it. The im- 
menfe refources which the Turks received 
from Egypt, and  the neighbouring coun- 

tries, which had not been attempted by 
Godfrey and the firft crufaders, determined 
their fucceflbrs to alter the plan of their 
operations. They began their hoftilities in 
Spain and Portugal, and proceeded through 
Barbary to Egypt. By this new route of 
the crofles, the Spaniards and Portuguefe 
were • enabled not only to drive the Moor« 
from Europe, but to give a fatal blow to 
their power in Africa. Nor was the fafery 
of the Greek empire lefs neceflary to Italy 
and the eaftern kingdoms of Europe. Inju- 
ries, however, offered by the crufaders, who 
even feized the throne of Conftantinople, 
upon which they placed an earl of Flanders, 
excited the refentment of the Greeks ; and 
their avcrfion f to the papal fupremacy ren- 
dered them fo jealous of the crufaders, that 
the fucceflbrs of Godfrey, for want of auxi- 
liary fupport, after about ninety years pof- 
feffion, were totally driven from their new- 
erefted kingdom in the Holy Land. By 
the fall of the Greek empire, an event 
which followed, and which had been long 
forefeen, the Venetians, the Auftrians, the 
Poles, and the Ruffians became the natural 
enemies of the Turks ; and many defperate 
wars, attended with various fuccefs, have 
been continued to the prcfent time. Not 
much above fifty years ago, their formidable 
efforts to po/Tefs themfelves of the Venetian 
dominions alarmed all the Chriftian powers ; 
and had it not been for the repeated defeats 
they received from prince Eugene, a great 
part of the Auftrian territories muft have 
yielded to their yoke. However overlooked, 
it requires but little political philofophy to 
perceive the fecurity which would refult to 
Europe were there a powerful and warlike 
kingdom on the eaftern fide of the Turkifh 
empire.     The  weftern conquefts  of that 

* Lilbon itfdf was laken from the Moors, bythe afTiftance of an Eng'.irti fe.lof crufiiers. See the no)e 
p.  it 8. ' 
f A Patriarch of Co flantlnople declated publicity to the Pjpe'i legate. "That he would rncch rather 

" UJ.o!a the lurban t!i. o the triple crown upon the great altar ot Coiiftantinojle." 

fierce 
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Imperial Calicut, the lordly feat 

Of the firft monarch of the Indian ftate. 

Right to the port the valiant GAM A bends, 

With joyful fhouts a fleet of boats attends : 
fierce warrior Bajazet I. were interrupted 
by Tamerlane, and by the enemy they found 
in Kouli Khan, the enraged Porte was pre- 
vented from revenging the triumphs of Eu- 
gene. A few years ago we beheld diem tram- 
ple on the law of nations, fend an ambafTador 
to prifon.and command the Ruffian emprefs 
to defert her allies.    A war, which now 
continues, enfued.    And however the fore- 
fight of the narrow politician may dread 
the rifwg power of the Rufs, it is  to be 
wifhed that the arms of Mufcovy may fix 
fuch barriers to the Turkifh empire as will 
for ever prevent their long meditated and 
often attempted defign to pofTefs themfelves 
of the Venetian dominions,   or to extend 
their conqucfts on the Weft, conqucfts which 
would   render  them  the  molt   dangerous 
power to the peace of Europe. 

In a word, thecrufades, a combination 
which tended to fupport the Greek empire 
for the fecurity of the eaftern, and to drive 
the enemy from the fouthern parts of Eu- 
rope, can by no means deferve to be called a 
mol) fmgular monument of human folly, 
whatever the fuperflition of its promoters 
and conductors might be. And however the 
jnutility and abfurdity of their profeflcd aim, 
to refcue the tomb of Chrift, may excite the 
ridicule of the modern philofopher, it was a 
motive admirablyladapted to the fuperflition 
of that age ; and where it is neceflhry that 
r.n enemy mould be retrained, an able poli- 
tician will avail himfelf of the mod powerful 
of all incitements to hoftility, the fuperfti- 
ticus or religious fervour of his army. 

Having entered fo far into the hiftory of 
the crufades, it may not be improper to take 
a view of the happy confequences which 
flowed from them. " To thefe wild expe- 
" ditions," fays Robertfon, " the cffecl of 
*' fuperflition or folly, we owe the firfl 
" gleams of light which tended to difpel 
" barbarity and ignorance, and introduce 
" anv change in government or manners." 
Conftantinople, at that time the feat of ele- 
gance, cf arts anil commerce, was the prin- 

cipal rendezvous of the European armies. 
The Greek writers of that age fpeak of the 
Latins   as the  mofl ignorant barbarians; 
the Latins, on  the other hand, talk with 
aflonifhment of the grandeur, elegance, and 
commerce of Conflantinople.   The  mofl 
flupid barbarians, when they have the op- 
portunity of comparifon, are fenfible of die 
fuperionty of civilized nations, and by an 
acquaintance with them begin to refemble 
their manners,  and emulate   their advan- 
tages.    The    fleets   which   attended   the 
crofTcs introduced commerce, and the free- 
dom of commercial   cides into their mo- 
ther countries. This, as Robertfon obferves, 
proved  definitive  to   the   feudal  fyflem, 
which had now degenerated into the mofl 
gloomy oppreffion, and introduced the plans 
of regular government.    " This acquisition 
<« of liberty," fays the fame  mofl inge- 
nious hiftorian, " made fuch a happy change 
" in the condition of all the members of 
" communities as roufed them from   that 
" flupidity and inaction into which  they 
" had been  funk by the wretchednefs of 
" their former flate.   The fpirit of induftry 
" revived, commerce became an objeft of 
" attention, and began to flourifh.    Popu- 
" lation increafed. Independence was eftab- 
" lifhed,   and  wealth   flowed  into  cities 
" which had long been the feat of pO\crty 
" and oppreffion." 

Upon the whole it will be found, that the 
Portuguefe poet talks of the polirical reafons 
of a crufade, with an accuracy in the philo- 
fophy of hiftory, as fuperior to that of Vol- 
taire as the poetical merit of the Lufiad fur- 
paflis that of the Henriade. And the critic 
in poetry mull allow, that to fuppofe the 
difcovery of Gama the completion of all 
the endeavours to overthrow the great ene- 
mies of the true religion gives a dignity to 
the poem, and an importance to the hero, 
fimilar to that which Voltaire, on the fame 
fuppofition, allows to the fubjeft of the Jeru- 
falcm of Taflb. 

Joyful 
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Joyful their nets they leave and finny prey, 

And crouding round the Lufians, point the way. 

A herald now, by VASCO'S high command 

Sent to the monarch, treads the Indian ftrand > 

The facred ftaff he bears, in gold he mines, 

And tells his office by majeftic figns. 

As to and fro, recumbent to the gale, 

The harveft waves along the yellow dale, 

So round the herald prefs the wondering throng, 

Recumbent waving as they pour along, 

And much his manly port and ftrange attire, 

And much his fair and ruddy hue admire : 

When fpeeding through the crowd with eager hafte> 

And honeft fmiles, a fon of Afric preft: 

Enrapt with joy the wondering herald hears 

Caftilia's manly tongue falute his " ears. 

What friendly angel from thy Tago's fliore 

Has led thee hither? cries the joyful Moor. 

Then hand in hand, the pledge of faith, conjoin'd, 

O joy beyond the dream of hope to find, 

To hear a kindred voice, the Lufian cried, 

Beyond unmeafured gulphs and feas untry'd; 

-the herald hears Tunis, who, according to Oforius, had been 
Cafilia's marly tongue falute his ears.  the chief perfon with whom king Ferdinand 
This is according to the truth of hiftory. had formerly contracted for military (lores. 
While the mefll-nger fent afhore by Gama He proved himfelf an honeft agent, and of 
was borne here and there, and carried oft" infinite  fervice to Gama,   with whom he 
his feet by the throng, who underflood not returned to Portugal, where, according to 
a word of his language, he was accofted in Faria, he died in the Chriftian communion. 
Spanifh by a Moorilh merchant, a native of He was named Monzaida. 

Untry'd 
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Untry'd before our daring keels explored 

Our fearlefs way—Oh heaven, what tempefts roared, 

While round the vaft of Afric's fouthmoft land 

Our eaitward bowfprits fought the Indian ftrand. 

Amazed, o'erpower'd,  the friendly ftranger flood j 

A paflage open'd through the boundlefs flood, 

The hope of ages, and the dread defpair, 

Accompltfh'd now, and conquer'd — ftiff" his hair 

Rofe thrilling, while his labouring thoughts purfued 

The dreadful courfe by GAMA'S fate fubdued. 

Homeward, with generous warmth o'erflow'd, he leads 

The Lufian gueft, and fwift the feaft fucceeds; 

The purple grape and golden fruitage fmile; 

And each choice viand of the Indian foil 

Heapt o'er the board,  the mafter's zeal declare; 

The focial feaft the gueft and mafter fhare : 

The facred pledge of eaftern faith ° approved, 

By wrath unalter'd,  and by wrong unmoved. 

Now to the fleet the joyful herald bends, 

With earneft pace the hcaven-fent friend attends: 

0 The facred pledge of eaftern faith.—To 
eat together was in the eaft loojeed upon as 
the inviolable pledge of protection. As a 
l'erfian nobleman was one day walking in 
his garden, a wretch in the utmoft terror 
proftrated himfelf before hiin, and implored, 
to be protected from the rage of a multitude 
who were in purfuit of him, to take his 

• life. The nobleman took'a peach, eat part 
of it, and gave the reft to the fugitive, af- 
furing him of fafety.   As they approached 

the houfe, they met a crowd who carried 
the murdered corfe of the nobleman's belo- 
ved fon.' The incenfed populace demanded 
the murderer, who flood befide him, to be 
delivered to their fury. The father, though 
overwhelmed with grief and anger, replied, 
" We have eaten together, and I will not 
" betray him." He protected the murderer 
of his fon from the fury of his domeftics 
and neighbours, and in the night facilitated 
his cfcape. 

Now 
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Now down the river's fweepy ftream they glide, 

And now their pinnace cuts the briny tide : 

The Moor, with tranfport fparkling in his eyes, 

The well-known make of GAMA'S navy fpies, 

The bending bowfprit, and the mart fo tall, 

The fides black frowning as a caftle wall, 

The high-tower'd ftern, the lordly nodding prore, 

And the broad flandard ilowly waving o'er 
The anchor's moony fangs.    The fkiff he leaves, 

Brave GAMA'S deck his bounding ftep receives; 

And, Hail, he cries: in tranfport GAMA fprung, 

And round his neck with friendly welcome hung; 

Enrapt fo diftant o'er the dreadful main 

To hear the mufic of the tongue of Spain. 

And now beneath a painted made of ftate 

Befide the Ammiral the flranger fate. 

Of India's clime, the natives, and the laws, 

What monarch fways them, what religion awes I 

Why from the tombs devoted to his fires 

The fon fo far ? the valiant Chief enquires. 

In adt to fpeak the ftranger waves his hand, 

The joyful crew in filent wonder ftand, 

Each gently preffing on with greedy ear, 

As erft the bending forefts ftoopt to hear 

In Rhodope, when Orpheus' heavenly ftrain, 

Deplored his loft Eurydice in p vain ; 
p In Rhodope—The well-known fable of      cond lofs of his wife,   is thus explained, 

the defcent of Orpheus to hell, and the fe-       Aedoneus, king of Thefprotia, whofe cruelty 
procured 
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While with a mien that generous friendfhip won 

From every heart, the Stranger thus begun : 

Your glorious deeds, ye Lufians, well I know, 

To neighbouring earth the vital air I owe; 

Yet though my faith the Koran's lore revere; 

So taught my fires; my birth at proud Tangier, 

An hoftile clime to Lifbon's awful name, 

I glow enraptured o'er the Lufian fame; 

Proud though your nation's warlike glories mine, 

Thefe proudeft honours yield, O Chief, to thine ; 

Beneath thy dread atchievements low they fall, 

And India's more, difcovered, crowns them all. 

Won by your fame, by fond affection fway'd, 

A friend I come, and offer friendfhip's aid. 

As on my lips Caftilia's language glows, 

So from my tongue the fpeech of India flows: 

Mozaide my name, in India's court beloved, 

For honeft deeds, but time mail fpeak, approved. 

When India'5 Monarch greets his court again, 

For now the banquet on the tented q plain 

procured him the name of Pluto, tyrant of * Tor no-w the banquet on the tented plain, 
hell   having feizcd  Eurydice, as  Sht   fled And Sylvan ckace his carelefs hours employ — 
from his friend Arilbcus, detained her as a The Great Mogul and other eaftern fove- 
captive. Orpheus having charmed the tyrant reigns, attended with their courtiers, fpend 
with his mufic, his wire was rcftored, on annually fome months of the fincil feafon 
condition that he Ihould not look upon her, in  encampments  in  the field, in hunting 
till he had conduced her out of Thefprotia. parties, and military amufementj. 
Orpheus, on his journey, forfeited the con- 
dition, and irrecoverably loft his fpoufe. 

O o And 
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And fylvan chace his carelefs hours employ ; 

When India's Lord fhall hail, with, wondering joy, 

Your glad arrival on the fpacious fhore 

Through oceans never plough'd by keel, before, 

Myfelf (hall glad Interpreter attend, 

Mine every office of the faithful friend. 

Ah ! but a ftream, the labour of the oar, 

Divides my birth-place from your native fhore; 

On fhores unknown, in diftant worlds, how fwect 

The kindred tongue the kindred face to greet! 

Such now my joy; and fuch, O heaven, be yours ! ' 

Yes, bounteous heaven, your glad fuccefs fecures. 

Till now impervious, heaven alone fubdued 

The various horrors of the tracklefs flood; 

Heaven fent you here for fome great work divine, 

And heaven infpires my bread your facred toils to join. 

Vaft are the fhores of India's wealthful foil; 

Southward fea-girt fhe forms a demi-ifle : 

His cavern'd cliffs with dark-brow'd forefts crown'd, 

Hemodian Taurus frowns her northern bound : 

From Cafpia's lake th' enormous mountain ' fpreads, 

And bending eaftward rears a thoufand heads; 

r —tV enormous mountain—Properly an ParopamifTus, Orontcs, Imaus, &e. and 
immenfe chain of mountains, known by from Imaus extended through Tartary to 
various names, Caucafus, Taurus, Hemodus,      tire fea of Kamchatka. ^ 

Far 



BOOK VII. THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. 285 

Far to extremeft fea the ridges thrown, 

By various names through various tribes are known : 

Here down the wafte of Taurus' rocky fide 

Two infant rivers pour the chryftal tide, 

Indus the one, and one the Ganges named, 

Darkly of old through diftant nations famed : 

One caflward curving holds his crooked way, 

One to the weft gives his fwoln tide to ftray : 

Declining fouthward many a land they lave, 

And widely fwelling roll the fca-like wave, 

Till the twin offspring of the mountain fire 

Both in the Indian deep ingulph'd expire : 

Between thefe ftreams, fair fmiling to the day, 

The Indian lands their wide domains difplay, 

And many a league, far to the fouth they bend, 

From the broad region where the rivers end, 

Till where the fhores to Ceylon's ifle • oppofe. 

In conic form the Indian regions clofe. 

To various laws the various tribes incline, 

And various arc the rites efteem'd divine: 

• —to Ce^Un", iJle-Ont Captain Knox, after this voice, Ac king always cuts off 
who publilhed an account of Ceylon,   in people.    To believe that this is the voice 
i6Si,  has the following curious  paflr.ge. of the Devil thefe reafons urge;   pe«u|c 
•" This for certain, fays he, I can affirm, there is no creature known to tlie inhabi- 
.that oftentimes the Devil doth cry with an tants that cries like it, and bccacfc it win 
audible voice in tlw; uirht:  It is vcrv lhrill, on  a fudden  depart from  one  p ace, and 
almoft like the barkin* of a dog.    This I make  a  noife  in  another,    quicker  than 
Jtave often heard mvfelf, but never heard any  fowl   can   fly, and  becaufe  the  very 
that he did any body'any harm.    Only this dogs will tremble when they hear it; and 

•obf'ervation the inhabitants of the land have it is fo counted by all the people."—Knox, 
•made of this voice, and I have made it alfo, Hift. Cej'L p. 78. 
ihat jeither jutt  before, ar very fuddenly 

O o 2 Some 
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Some as from heaven receive the Koran's lore, 

Some the dread monfters of the wild adore; 

Some bend to wood and ftone the proftrate head, 

"And rear unhallow'd altars to the dead. 

By Ganges' banks, as wild traditions ' tell, 

Of old the tribes lived healthful by the fmell; 

No food they knew, fuch fragrant vapours rofe 

Rich from the flowery lawns where Ganges flows : 

Here now the Delhian, and the fierce Patan 

Feed their fair flocks ; and here, an heathen clan, 

Stern Decam's fons the fertile valleys till, 

A clan, whofe hope to fhun eternal ill, 

Whofe truft from every flain of guilt to fave, 

Is fondly placed in Ganges' holy ° wave; 

If to the ftream the breathlefs corpfe be given 

They deem the fpirit wings her way to heaven. 

Here by the mouths, where hallowed Ganges ends, 
Bengala's beauteous Eden wide extends, 
Unrivall'd fmile her fair luxurious vales : 

And here Cambaya fpreads her palmy w dales ; 
1  as iuild traditions tell Pliny, ablutions are a grofs imitation of that bap- 

impofed upon by  fomc Greeks, who pre- tifm, which he publifticd.    Caftrra. 
tended to have been in India, relates this w J»d here CamLaya—Now called Gaza- 
fable. Vid. Nat. Hift. Lib. 12. rate.    The inhabitants are ingenious, culti- 

u Is fondly placed in Ganges' holy -wave— vate letters, and are faid to be particularly 
Almoft all He Indian nations attribute to happy in the agreeable Romance.    Accord- 
the  Ganges, the  virtue of clcanfing  the ing to ancient tradition, Porus was fovereign 
foul from the llains of fin.    They have fuch of this country.    His memory is ftill pre- 
veneration for this river, that if any one in ferved with an eclat, worthy of that valour 
their prefence were to throw any filth into and generofity which attracted the efteem 
the ftream, an inltant death would punifh of   the great Alexander.     Cajlera.    This 
his audacity.    As St. Thomas preached the country was known to the ancients by the 
faith in the eaft, it is probable that thefe name of Gcdrofia. 

A warlike 
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A warlike realm, where ftill the martial race 

From Porus famed of yore their lineage trace. 

Narfinga x here difplays her fpacious line, 

In native gold her fons and ruby fliine : 

Alas, how vain ! thefe gaudy fons of fear, 

Trembling, bow down before each hoftile fpear. 
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* Narfinga—The laws of Narfinga oblige 
the women to throw rhcmfelves into the 
funeral pile, to be burnt with their deceafed 
hulbands. An infallible fecret to prevent 
the  defire  of widowhood.    Cajlera   from 
Barros, Dec. 4. . 

There are many accounts in ditterent tra- 
vellers of the performance of this moll bar- 
barous ceremony. The following one is 
feleaed as the mod piaurefque of any in 
the knowledge of the tranflator. 

" At this time (17 10) died the Prince of 
Marata, aged above eighty years. The ce- 
remony of his funeral, where his forty-feven 
wives were burned with his corpfe, was 
thus: A deep circular pit was digged in 
a field without the town ; in the middle ot 
the trench was ercfted a pile of wood, on 
the top of which, on a couch richly orna- 
mented, lay the body of the deceafed Pnnce 
in his fined robes. After numberlcfs rituals 
performed by the Bramins, the pile was jet 
on fire, and immediately the unhappy Ladies 
appeared, fparkling with jewels and adorned 
with flowers. Thefe viftims of this diabo- 
lical facrifice walked fcveral times about the 
burning pile, the heat whereof was felt at 
a confidcrable didance. The principal Lady 
then, holding the dagger of her late hul- 
band, thus addreffed herfelf to the Prince 
his fucceflor : Here, faid (he, is the dagger 
which the King made ufe of, to triumph 
over his enemies : beware never to employ 
it to other purpofe, never to embrue it with 
the blood of your fubjefts. Govern them 
as a father, as he has done, and you mall 
live long and happy, as he did. Since he 
is no more, nothing can keep me longer in 
the world; all that remains for me is to 
follow him. With thefe words, (he refigned 
the dagger into the Prince's hands, who 
took it from her without (hewing the leaft 

fign of grief or corapaflion.   The rrincefs 
now  appeared agitated.    One of her do- 
medics, a Chrillkn woman, had frequently 
talked with her on religion, and though (he 
never renounced her idols, had made fome 
impreflions  on her mind.     Perhaps thefe 
imprcflions now revived.    With a mod ex- 
prcflive look (he exclaimed, Alas! what is 
the end of human happinefs! I know I (hall 
plunge myfclf headlong into hell.   On thefe 
words, a horror was vifible on every coun- 
tenance ;  when redlining her courage, She 
boldly turned her face to the burning pile, 
and calling upon her gods, flung herfelf into 
the midd of the flames.    The fecond Lady 
was the fider of a Prince of the blood, who 
was prefent, and aflided at the detedable 
facrifice.     She  advanced   to  her  brother, 
and   gave him  the jewels,  wherewith (he . 
was adorned.    His  paflion gave  way, he 
burd into tears,  and fell upon her neck in 
the mod tender embraces.    She, however, 
remained  unmoved, and,  with  a rcfolute 
countenance, fometimes viewed the pile, and 
fometimes the affidants.    Then loudly ex- 
claiming, Cbfja, Chi-va,  the name of one 
of her idols, (he precipitated herfelf into 
the flames, as the former had done.    The 
other Ladies foon followed after, (bme de- 
cently compofed, and fome with the mod 
bewildered,    down-cad,    forrowful   looks.. 
One of them, (hocked above the red, ran 
to  a  Chridian   foldier, whom  (he beheld 

' among the guards, and hanging about his 
neck, implored him to fave her.    The new 
convert, dunned with furprize, puttied the 
unfortunate Lady from him ; and.(hricking 
aloud (he fell into the fiery trench.   The fol- 
dier, all (hivering with terror, immediately 
retired, and a delirious fever ended his life in 
the following night.    Though many of the 
unhappy viftims, difcovcred at fird the ut- 

mod 
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And now behold; — and while he fpoke he rofe, 

Now with extended arm the profpedt (hews,  

Behold thefe mountain-tops of various fize 

Blend their dim ridges with the fleecy ikies; 

Nature's rude wall, againft the fierce Canar 

They guard the fertile lawns of Malabar. 

Here from the mountain to the furgy main, 

Fair as a garden fpreads the fmiling plain : 

And lo, the Emprefs of the Indian powers, 

There lofty Calicut refplendent towers ; 

Her's every fragrance of the fpicy more, 

Her's every gem of India's countlefs ftore : 

Great Samoreem, her Lord's imperial ftyle, 

The mighty Lord of India's utmoft foil: 

To him the kings their duteous tribute pay, 

And at his feet confefs their borrow'd fway. 

Yet higher tower'd the monarchs ancient T boaft, 

Of old one fovereign ruled the fpacious coaft. 

moft intrepidity, yet no fooner did they feel the relations, who cftcem themfelves highly 
the flames, than they roared out in the moft difgraced, leave no means untried to oblige 
dreadful manner ; and, weltering over each them to it.    PrincefTes, and Concubines of 
•othcf, drove to gain the brim of the pit; Princes, however, arc the onlyperfons from 
but in vain : the affiflants forced them back whom this fpecics of fuicide is expeded 
with their poles, and heaped new fuel upon When women of inferior rank  fubmit to 
them.    The next day the Breru,.s gathered this abominable cuftom, they are only urged 
the bones, and threw them  into the fea. to it by the impulfe of a barbarous pride 
The pit was levelled, a temple built on the and vanity of oftentation."    Extraded from 
Jpot, and the deceafed Prince and his wives a letter from Father Martin, on the million 
were  reckoned  among  the Deities.     To of Coromandel, to Father de Villete, of the 
^conclude, this dctcftable cruelty has the ap- Society of Jefus, publilhed at Paris, in 17 to 
.pcarance of the free choice of the women. ■      / Of dd one fovtrtign ruled the ffaeuw 
But th. t freedom is only ipecious; 'it is      -cenft Whatever Monzaida relates of the 
.almolt impoSblc to avoid it.    If they do, people and their manners, is confirmed by 
.:hcy innS lie nuclei .perpetual infamy, and the hiflcries of India, .according to Banos, 
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A votive train, who brought the Koran's lore, 

What time great Perimal the fceptfe bore, 

From bleft Arabia's groves to India came; 

Life were their words, their eloquence a flame 

Of holy zeal : fired by the powerful ftrain 

The lofty monarch joins the faithful train, 

And vows, at fair Medina's ihrine, to clofe 

His life's mild eve in prayer and fwect repofe. 

Gifts he prepares to deck the Prophet's tomb, 

The glowing labours of the Indian loom, 

Orixa's fpices and Golconda's gems; 

Yet,  ere the fleet th' Arabian ocean flems, 

His final care his potent regions claim, 

Nor his the tranfpprt of a father's name j 

His fervants now the regal purple wear, 

And high enthroned the golden fceptres bear. 

Proud Cochim one, and one fair Chale fways, 

The fpicy Ifle another Lord obeys; 

Coulam and Cananoor's luxurious fields, 

And Cranganore to various Lords he yields. 

While thefe and others thug the monarch graced, 

A noble youth his care unmindful paft : 

Save Calicut, a city poor and fmall, 

Though lordly now, no more remain'd to fall: 

Caltaneda, Maffeus, and Don Oforius.  Our      duce any curious cuftom or vcftige of anti- 
Author, in this, imitates Homer and Virgil,       quity.    Cajicra. 
who are fond of every opportunity to intro- 

Grieved 
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Grieved to behold fuch merit thus repay'd, 

The fapient youth the king of kings he made, 

And honour'd with the name, great Samoreem, 

The lordly titled boail of power fupreme. 

And now great Perimal refigns his reign, 

The blifsful bowers of Paradife to gain : 

Before the gale his gaudy navy flies, 

And India finks for ever from his eyes. 

And foon to Calicut's commodious port 

The fleets, deep-edging with the wave, refort: 

Wide o'er the more extend the warlike piles, 

And all the landfcape round luxurious fmiles. 

And now her flag to every gale unfurl'd, 

She towers the Emprefs of the eaftern world : 

Such are the bleffings fapient kings beflow, 

And from thy ftream fuch gifts, O Commerce,  flow. 

From that fage youth, who firfl: reign'd king of kin<>$, 

He now who fways the tribes of India fprings. 

Various the tribes, all led by fables vain, 

Their rites the dotage of the dreamful brain. 

All, fave where Nature whifpers modeft care, 

Naked, they blacken in the fultry air. 

The haughty nobles and the vulgar race 

Never muft join the conjugal embrace; 

Nor 
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Nor may the {tripling, nor the blooming maid, 

Oh loft to joy, by cruel rites betray'd ! 

To fpoufe of other than their father's art, 

At Love's connubial fhrine unite the heart: 

Nor may their fons, the genius and the view 

Confined and fetter'd, other art purfue. 

Vile were the ftain, and deep the foul difgrace, 

Should other tribe touch one of noble race ; 

A thoufand rites, and warnings o'er and o'er, 

Can fcarce his tainted purity reftore. 

Poleas the labouring lower clans are named : 

By the proud Nayres the noble rank is claimed; 

The toils of culture, and of art they fcorn, 
The warrior's plumes their haughty brows adorn j 

'The mining faulchion brandifti'd in the right, 

Their left arm wields the target in the fight; 

Of danger icornful, ever arm'd they ftand 

Around the king, a ftern barbarian band. 

W.hate'er in India holds .die facred name 

Of piety or lore, the Brahmins claim : 

In wildeft rituals, vain and painful, loft, 

Brahma their founder as a God they boaft \ 

' Brahma thtir founder as a god they boaft. 
. Antiquity has talked much, but knew 
little with certainty of the Brahmins, and 

. their philofophy. Porphyry and others 
efteem them the fame as the Gymnofophifts 
of the Greeks, and divide them into feveral 
fefts, the Samanaei, the Germanes, the Pram- 
nx, the Gymnetae, tec. Their terrible pe- 
nances are often mentioned by heathen au- 
thors, and by the earlieft of the Chriftian fa- 

thers. The ftory of Calanus-, who burnt 
h'imfelf in the camp of Alexander, is well 
known. The Brahmin Mandanb, however, 
deferves more honour: he rejected with fcorn 
the gifts of the conqueror, and ridiculed his 
pretenfions to divinity. Several ambaftadors 
were fent by a king of India, a king of 

• fix hundred kings, to Auguftus Ca:far. (Sue- 
ton, c. 21.) One of thefe, a Brahmin philo- 
fopher, burned himfelf at Athens. His life 

P p had 
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To crown their meal no meaneft life expires, 

.Pulfe, fruit, and herbs alone their board -requires u 

.Alone.in lewdnefs riotous and free, 

ZNo ijpoufal ties with-hold, and no degree.: 

/had been extremely profperons, and. he took 
this method, he faid, to prevent a reverfe 
»of fortune. Amid a great concourfe of peo- 
iple he entered the fire, naked, anointed, and 
laughing. The epitaph which he defired 
might beinferibed on his tomb, was/" Here 

•reds Zarmanocbagas, the Indian of Bargofa, 
.who,-according to the cuftcm of his country, 
• made himfelf immortal." On the approach 
•of age or difeafe, according to antiquity, Vney 
rhad recourfe to this means, and it was on 
•the advances of a diftemper "that Calanus 
amufed Alexander with this exhibition of 

'Indian philofophy.   The cuflom of the wife 
t.being burned with thecorpfe of her deceafed 
hufband is alfo very antient.    It is men- 
tioned by Hierome, (Adv.  Jov. 1. i.)   and 

Several others.    Boftellus (de Orig. c   13. 
• et 15.) fancies' "that the Brahmins are 
-defcended of Abraham by Keturah, .-and 
-named Brachmanes, quafi Abrabmanti. 
•Pliny, I. vii. c. 2. relates, that -the In- 
dian  philofophers called   Gymnetx,  front 

"die fun riling to his fetting, by way of divi- 
nation, kept their eyes unalterably fixed on 

'•the orb of that luminary.    Befides thefe re- 
lations,   which correfpond with  later ac- 

counts, the.antients had innumerable fables. 
.Pliny talks of men in India with dogs •'heads; 
others with only one leg, yet Acbillcsti for 

• fwiftnefs of foot; of a-nation of pigmies ; of 
• fome, (as already obferved in thefe notes) 
• who lived by the fmell ; of tribes .who had 
• only one eye-in  their  forehead ;   and   of 
-fome whofe ears hung down to the ground. 
' Others talked of fountains, in India, of li- 
quid gold.   "But enough.    Though Pliny, 

• no doubt, had his admirers, thefe'ftories were 
ridiculed by fome,   and  Horace   gentccly 

• Maughs at them in a iingle expreilion. 
—^utt hcafahuh/kS 

•'■Lam&it Hjdaf;ci. 
i From' the earlicftr^timcfr the Indians have 

1 been divided into diilinftiribes. The four 
:.principal onei.are; the J/r.ihtriias, (who like 

theLevites among the" Hebrews, are heredi- 
• tary priefts) the foldiers, the mechanics, and 
the labourers. As thefe tribes never inter- 
marry, India may properly be faid to contain 
four different nations. They will neither eat 
'together, 'nor drink out of the feme voffel. 
If.they trefpafs in thefe or in many other 
.iimilan points, they are held as polluted, ire- 
'jefted from their tribe, and are obliged to 
herd with a defpifed crew, called the Hal- 
lachores, who are the loweft of the commu- 
nity, the rabble of India. Among thefe 
only, fays Scrafton, the popifh mifiionaries 
have had any fuccefs. Urbano Cerri, in his 
account of the Catholic religion, mentions 
a Jefuit named Robertus de Nobili, who 
preached tharevery one ought'to remain in 

.his jown .tribe, and by that means made 
many converts. He alfo propofed to erect 
a feminary of- Chriftian Brahmins. But the 
Holy See difapproved of this rational defign, 
and defeated his labours. Jealoufy of the 
fecular arts of the Portuguefe, was alfo a 
powerful preventive of the labours of their 
priefts. A Spaniard being aflced by --an 
Indian king, how his Spanifh majefty was 

-able to fubdue fuch.immenfe couutries..ns 
they boafted to belong to him : The Don 
Jioncftly anfwered, " that Jie firft.fent pricUs 
to convert  the   people,  and having   thus 

gained a. party of tliejiatives, he fent fleets 
and foldicrs, who with the affiftancc of the 

jjiew profelitesiubdued the reft." The truth 
of this confeffion, which has been often 
pro\ed, will never be forgotten in the Eaft. 
But if the bigotted adherence of the Indians 
to the rites of their tribes, and other caufes, 

'have been a bar to the propagation of. Chrif- 
tianity among them, the fame, reafons have 
alfo prevented the fuccefs of Mohammedifra, 

■a. religion much more, palatable to the luxu- 
rious and ignorant.    Though  the Mogul, 

..and almoft all the princes of .India, have 
thefe many centuries profeffed the religion of 
the Koran, Mr. Orme computes that all the 

..Mohammedans of Hindolbn dojiot exceed 
tlcn 
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Loft to the heart-ties, to his neighbour's arms 

The willing hufband yields his fpoufe's charms : 

In unendear'd embraces- free they blend ; 

Yet but the hufband's kindred may afcend 

ten thoufand; whereas the Indians, he fays, 
amount to about an hundred millions. 

Almoft innumerable, and Sometimes as 
whimfically abfurd as the Arabian Nights' 
Entertainments, are the holy legends of In- 
dia. The accounts of the god Brahma, or. 
Brimha, are more various than thofe of any 
fable in the Grecian mythology. According 
to Father Bobours, in his life of Xa-vicr, the 
Brahmins hold, that the Great God having 
a defire to become vifible, became man. In 
this ftate he produced three fons, Mayfo, 
Vifnu, and Brahma ; the firft, born of his 
mouth, the fecond, of his breaft, the third, of 
his belly. Being about to return to his in- 
vifibility, he afligned various departments to 
his three fons. To Brahma he gave the 
third heaven, with the fuperintendencc of the 
rites of religion. Brahma having a defire 
for children, begot the Brahmins, who are 
the priefts of India, and who are believed 
by the other tribes to be a race of demi-gods, 
who have the blood of heaven running in 
their veins. Other accounts fay, that Brah- 
ma produced the priefts from his head, the 
more ignoble tribes from his breaft, thighs, 
and feet. 

According to the learned Kircher's account 
of the theology of the Brahmins, the Sole 
and fupreme god Viftnou, formed the fecon- 
dary god Brahma, out of a flower that^ 
floated on the furfacc of the great deep before' 
the creation. And afterwards, in reward of 
the virtue, fidelity, and gratitude of Brahma, 
gave him power to create the univerfe. 

Recording to the Danifli missionaries*, the 
Firft Being, fay the Brahmins, begat Eter- 
nity, Eternity begat Tfcbhtn, Tftbi/.en 
begat Tfcbaddy, Tfcbaddy begat Putady, 
or the elementary world, Putadv begat 
Sound, Sound begat Nature, Nature begat 

» See Phillips's ColiecVion of their   Letters publifhed at London in 1717. 
I Though fr»m the extrafts given by Mr. Dow, the philofopher Coutani appears to hare been a very 

DunsScotus or Aquinas in metaphjfics, the Pythagorean leafon why the Brahmins abftain from animal 
food, is a convincing proof of their ignorance in natural philofophy. Some will let \timin t.ver-run thtm ; 
fomeof the Banians cover their mouth w.th a cloih, leaft they fijoulJ fuck in a gnat with their breath; and 
fome carefully fwtep the floor e-e they tread npon it, left they liiflodfe the foul of an infeft. And yet ther 
do not know that in the water they drink, and in every fjllid tkey eat, they caufe the death of innumerable 
living creatuies. 

P  p   Z 

the great god T/cbatat/cbinen, from whom 
Brahma was the fourth in a like defcent. 
Brahma produced the foci, the foul produced 
the vifible heaven, the heaven produced the 
air, the air the fire, the fire the water, and 
the water the earth. A legend Something 
fimilar to this appears in Mr. Dov/s Difler- 
tation on the Brahmins, prefixed to his in- 
genious hiftory of Hindoftan. 

This genealogical nonfenfe, however, is 
not confined to India. Hefiod's genealogy 
of the gods, though refined upon by* the 
School* of Plato, is of the fame clafs. The 
Jewifh fables, foolifh questions and genea- 
logies, reproved by faint Paul, (epift. Tit.) 
were probably of this kind, for the Talmu- 
dical legends were not then fprung up. Bi- 
nab, or Understanding, Said the cabalifts, 
begat Cccbmab, or Wifdom, &C. till at laft 
comes Milcab, the Kingdom, who begat Sbe- 
kinab, the Divine Pretence. In the fame 
manner the Chriftian Gnoflics, of the fe£l 
of Valentinus, held their naisf»/*»,. and their 
thirty ages. Ampf.u and Auraan, they tell- 
us, i. e. Profundity and Silence, begat Ba- 
cua and Thartbuu', Mind and Truth ; thefe 
begat Uiucua and Tbardeadic, Word and 
Life, and thefe Merexa and Atarbarba, 
Man and Church. The other conjunctions 
of their thirty JEonts are of fimilar ingenuity. 
The prevalence of the fame fptrit of mytho- 
logical allegory in fuch different nations, 
affords the philofopher a worthy field of Spe- 
culation. 

Almoft as innumerable as their legends arc 
the dreadful penances to which the reli- 
gionists of India fubmit themfelves for the 
expiation of fins. Some hold the transmi- 
gration of fouls, and of confequence abftain 
from all animal food t- Yet however auftere 
in other refpefts, they freely abandon them- 

felves 
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The nuptial couch : alas, too bleft, they know 

Nor jealoufy's fufpence, nor burning woe; 

The bitter drops which oft from dear affedtion flow. 1 
felves to every fpecies of letchery, fome of 
them efleeming the molt unnatural abo- 
minations as the privilege of their fanc- 
tity. The cow they venerate as facred. If 
a dying man can lay hold of a cow's tail t* 
and expire with it in his hands, his foul is 
fure to be purified, and perhaps will enjoy 
the fignal favour to tranfmigrate into the 
body of one of thofe animals. The tem- 
ples of India, which are numerous, are filled 
with innumerable idols of the mod horrid 
figures. Brahma, in particular, appears in 
many forms : in one as a fat old man, fitting 
crofs-legged, with four faces, and four hands. 
A fpecies of the antient manicheeifm of 
Perfia is mixed with their religion, and 
the DeftrOyer, or the Frightful Demon, is 
worfhipped by the authority of their facred 
books. The firic thing they meet in the 
morning, be it afs, hog, or dog, they wor- 
ship during the courfe of the day. Scarcely 
more ftupid were the Pelufians: Crepitus 
•vtrttris inflati, fays Hierome, Ptlujiaca rtligio 
tji. The Brahmins are allowed to eat nothing 
but what is cooked by themfelves. Aftrology 
is their principal ftudy; yet, though they are 
moftly a defpicable fet of fortune-tellers, fome 
of them are excellent moralifts, and particu- 
larly inculcate the comprehenfive virtue of 
humanity, which is enforced by the opinion, 
that Divine Beings often afiiime the habit of 
mendicants, in order to diftin^uifh the cha- 
ritable from the inhuman. The Malabrians 
have feveral traditions of the virtuous on 
thefe happy trials being tranfiated into hea- 
ven ; the beft defigned incitement to virtue, 
perhaps, which their religion contains. Befides 
the Brahmins, the principal feel of that vaft 
region called India, there are feveral others, 
who are divided and fubdivided, according 
to innumerable variations in every province. 
In Cambaya, the Banians, a feel who flriclly 
abftain from all animal food, are numerous. 

Such arc the general accounts of the Indian 
opinions, which till lately have been re- 
ceived in Europe.    Accounts much more to 

1 Bohours. 
« Thi« Akhar chofe, as hi« laft and beft relijion, to worfhip the fun. While he performed hit public 

devoir* to that bright deity,, he hirafclf, by bis cwn order, was worfliipjjed by the cuiwd below. See 
Grinjl'.r./. 

had' 

the honour of the Indian philofophy have 
within thefe few years been laid before the 
public, by fome gentlemen, who, by con- 
verging with fome eminent Brahmins, have 
enjoyed the belt opportunities of informa- 
tion. Yet thefe gentlemen do not agree 
among themfelves. Colonel Dow con- 
feftes, that he finds himfelf obliged to 
differ from Mr. Holwell almoft in every 
particular concerning the religion of thoHin- 
doos " The Bedang or Shaffer, the facred 
" book of the Brahmins, fays Dow, con- 
" tains various accounts of the creation, 
" one philofophical, the others allegorical. 
" Thefe latter, fays he, have afforded ample 
" field for the invention of the Brahmins. 
" From the many allegorical fyftems of 
" creation contained in the Shaffers, many 
" different accounts of the cofmogony of the 
" Hindoos have been promulgated in Eu» 
" rope, fome travellers adopting one fyflem, 
" fome another." From this confeffion we 
are led to infer, that the different accounts 
given by our modern travellers, arife from 
their having converfed with different Brah- 
mins ; a circumflance by no means favour- 
able to the opinion of the confiftency of the 
moral and philofophically religious fyflem, 
which wc have been told is contained in the 
facred books of India. If we cannot be fo 
warm in our admiration of the religious phi- 
lofophy of the Hindoos, as fome late writers 
have been, fome circumflancesof that philo- 
fophy, as delivered by themfelves, it is' 
hoped, will exculpate our coolnefs. 

The facred books of the Hindoos are 
written in a dead language, the Sanfcrita, 
which none but the Brahmins are allowed- to 
fludy. So Ariel in this are they, fays Mr. 
Dow, that only one Muffelman was ever in- 
flruiled in it, and his knowledge was ob- 
tained by fraud. Mahummud AkbarJ, em- 
peror of India, though bred a Mohammedan, 
fludied feveral religions. In the chriftian 
he was inftruiled by a Portuguefe. But 
finding that of the Hindoos inaccefiible, he 
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But mould my lips each wondrous fcene unfold, 

Which your glad eyes will foon amazed behold, 

Oh, long before the various tale could run, 

Deep in the weft would fink yon eaftern fun. 

had recoorfe to art. A boy of parts, named 
Feizi, was, as the orphan of a Brahmin, 
pnt under the care of one of the moft emi- 
nent of thefe philofophers, and obtained 
full knowledge of their hidden religion. But 
the fraud being difcovered, he was laid un- 
der the reftraint of an oath, and it does not 
appear that he ever communicated the know- 
ledge thus acquired. 

True or falfe, this ftory, which is firmly 
believed in Hindoftan, fufficiently (hews 
the great care with which they conceal their 
tenets, of which even the Mohammedans, 
their matters, have little or no knowledge. 
Different from every other feft, the Brah- 
mins admit of no profelites, a circumftance 
of unparallelled policy. Some may vene- 
rate, oa this account, the wifdom and fa- 
crcdnefs of their doctrines. For our part 
we cannot help being led, by this very cue, 
to fufpeft that there is fomcthing extremely 
abfurd, frivolous, and childifh, in what is 
thus religioufly enveloped in the veil of 
darknefs. Were analogy allowed us in 
proof, our fufpicion would amount to an 
affertion. The facred books, or Shatters, 
are divided into four Bedas ; the firft con- 
tains principally the fcience of divination, 
the fecond treats of religious and moral du- 
ties, the third the rites of religion, facrifices, 
penances, &e. and the fourth, the know- 
ledge of the Good Being; and contains, 
fays our author, the whole fcience of theo- 
logy and metaphyfical philofophy. 

Thus, according to Mr. Dow, the Brah- 
mins avow, and their facred book contains, 
that moft defpicable of all pretenfions to 
learning, judicial aftrology ; that mother of 
fuperftition in every country, that engine of 
villany, by which the priefts of India, and 
the gypfies of England, impofe on the cre- 
dulous and ignorant- Nor can we pafs un- 
obferved the rejeaion of the fourth Beda. 
By its fubjeft it fcems to be the moft valu- 
able of the whole, except the fecond. Yet 
the Brahmins, fays Mr. Dow, have long 
rejefted it, becaufe the Mohammedan reli- 
gion, they fay, is borrowed from k.    Oa 

the fuppofition, which they pretend, that 
their facred books were dictated by divine 
authority, th« rejeaion of any part is as un- 
warrantable as the reafon for rejefting the 
fourth Beda is fubmiflive and ridiculous. 
Another Ihrewd fufpicion from this alfo 
arifes. The Brahmins reje& a fourth part of 
their facred canon, and they have ever kept 
the whole moft carefully concealed from the 
eyes of every enquirer. Who, that confiders 
thefe circumftances, can heartily believe the 
pretended antiquity or the unadulterated text 
of the facred records of India ? 

A philofopher, named Goutam, who lived 
about 4000 years ago, is acknowledged to 
have written many of the treatifcs which are 
held facred by the Neadirfen fe&; a feft, 
whofe doarines are profefled by the gene- 
rality of the Brahmins of Bengal, and of the 
northern provinces. " This philofopher, fays 
" Mr. Dow, fuppofes that the Deity never 
" exerts the power of a providence, but that 
" he remains in eternal reft, taking no con- 
" cern neitbtr in human affairs, nor in the ' 
" courfe of the operations of Nature." This 
may be called philofophy, but this article in 
the creed of Goutam is incompatible with 
the idea of religion, the philofophical de- 
finition of which is certainly thus, A depen- 
dence en the Creator, Jimilar to tbjt ef a 
Child en his Father. 

" The learned Brahmins fays the Colo- 
" nel, with one voice, deny the exiftence 
" of inferior divinities. Their polytheifm 
" is only a fymbolical worlhip of the divine 
" attributes, and it is much to be doubted," 
" whether the want of revelation and phi- 
«' lofophy, thofe neceffary purifiers of re- 
" ligion, ever involved any nation in profs 
" idolatry, as many ignorant zealots have 
" pretended." " Under the name of 
" Brimha, they worship the wifdom and cre- 
" ative power of God ; under the appellation 
" of Biihen, his providential and preferving 
" quality; and under that of Shibah, that 
" attribute which tends to deftroy." 

" Shibah, fays the fame author, among 
li many others, is known bv the names of 

«' Mahoiflur, 
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In few, all wealth from China to the Nile, 

All balfams,' fruit, and gold on India's bofom fmile. 

While thus the Moor his faithful tale reveal'd, 

Wide o'er the coaft the voice of Rumour fwell'd; 

" Mahoifliir, the Great Demon; Bamdebo, 
" the Frightful Spirit; and Mohilla, the 
•' Deftroyer." 

The fame authority alfo informs us, that 
they ercft temples to Granelh, or Policy, 
whom they worlhip at the commencement 
of any defign, reprefented with the head of 
an elephant with only one tooth. That they 
worlhip Kartic, or Fame; Cohere, or Wealth; 
Soorage, or the fun ; Chunder, or the moon; 
the deities of water, fire, &c. beftdesan innu- 
merable herd of local divinities *. In ano- 
ther place, our author confcfTes that the vul- 
gar revere all the elements, and receive as 
an article of belief every holy legend. 

An account of the celebrated fedl of the 
Brahmins, and an enquiry into their philo- 
fophy, are undoubtedly requiftte in the 
notes of a Poem which celebrates the difco- 
vcry of the Eaftem World; of a poem 
where their rites and opinions are necefla- 
rily mentioned. To fet the fubjeft in the 
cleared and mod juft view, as far as his 
abilities will fcrve him, is the intention of 
the tranflator. The admirers of the Hindoos 
philofophy will therefore excufe him, fhould 
he venture to give his opinion again ft the 
apology for the polytheifm of the Brah- 
mins. To call it only a fymbolical worlhip 
of the Divine Attributes, is only to prc- 
fent to us a fpecious fliadow, which will 

vantfhon the flighted touch of examination.- 
That the polytheifm of Egypt, the 

worlhip of dogs, crocodiles, and onions, 
was only a fymbolical worlhip of the divine 
attributes, has been often laid, and with 
equal jufticc. For our part we can diftin- 
guifh no difference between the worfhip of 
Janus with two faces, or of Brahma with 
four. The philofophers of Rome were as 
able to allegorife as thofe of India. The 
apology for the idolatry of the Brahmins 
is applicable to that of every nation, and, 
as an argument, falls nothing fhort of that 
of a learned Arab, who about the eleventh 
century wrote a trcatifc to prove that there 
never was fuch a thing as idolatry in the 
world, for that every man intended to wor- 
lhip fome attribute of the divinity, which 
he believed to rcfide in his idol. 

Nor is a fentiment of Mr. Dow inappli- 
cable to this : " Let us reft allured, fays he, 
" that whatever the external ceremonies of 
" religion may be, the felf fame infinite 
" Being is the objeft of univerfal adora- 
" tion." Yet whatever the metaphyfician 
may think of this ingenious refinement, the 
moral philofopher will be little plcafed with 
it, when he confiders that the vulgar, that 
is ninety-nine of every hundred, are utterly 
incapable of praftifing their idolatry, ac- 
cording   to   this  philofophical   definition. 

* Pcrimal, who, according lo fome of their holy legends, was the fon of a cow, was worfliipped as a god 
in the kingdom of Narfinga. Near the city of Piefeti was a wood full of apes, efleemed of a divine race, 
and ot the houfhold of Penmal, in whom fome thoufinds of the gods had taken refuge. In the city of Ci- 
dambaram was a ftately temple ere&ed to one of thefe apes, named HANIMANT, Being threatened 
with fome danger, Hanimant put himfelf at the head of many ihoufand of his brother gods, and led 
them (o the fes fide ; where finding no (hip, he took a leap into the ocean, and an ifland immediately 
rofe under his feet. At eveiy leap the miracle was repeated, and in this manner he brought his divine 
brotherhood all fife to the ifland of Ceylon. A tooth of Hanimant was kept there as a facred relick, and 
many pilgrimages were made to vifit it. In 1554, the Portuguefe made a defcer.t on that ifland, and 
among other things feized the holy too:h. The Indian princes (fays Linfchnien, c. 44.) offered 700,000 
ducats in ranOm, b»t by the perfuafion of the archbifhop, the Portuguefe viceroy burned it in the pre- 
fence of the Indian ambafladors. A BANIAN, however, had the art to peifuide his countrymen that he 
was invifibly prefent when the Portuguefe burnt the tooth, that he had fecreted the holy one, and put 
another in its place, which was the one committed to the flames. His (lory was believed, fays our au- 
thor, and the king of Bifnagar gave him a great fum for a toolh which he produced as the facred relick. 
The (Inking refemblance which this fable of the apes beara to the Egyptian mythology, which tells ua 
that their gods had taken refuge in dogs, crocodiles, onions, frogs, and even in chads, is worthy of 
obfervati.n. 

That 
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As firft fome upland vapour feems to float 

Small as the fmoke of lonely fhepherd cot, 

-.Soon o'er the dales the rolling darknefs fpreads, 

And wraps in hazy .clouds .the mountain heads, 

That the learned Brahmins with one v6ice 
•aflert there is but one Supreme God, has 

'"been acknowledged by armoft all modern 
•travellers. Xavier himfelf confefTes this, 
and tells us from the authority of a Brahmin, 

►that the ten commandments made a part.of 
• their hidden religion.    But be their hidden 
^religion what it will, the Brahmins, in pub- 
lic, worftiip and teach the worftiip of idols. 
To give an account both of the popular and 

• what is called the philofophical religion of 
India, is the purpofc of this eflay.    To ab- 

tftraft our. view therefore from the popular 
practice of the country, and to indulge the 
.fpirit of encomium on the enlarged tenets of 

• the learned fesv, is not here to be expefted. 
To follow this method, a traveller may tell 

, vus there is no popery at Rome, or that the 
.divine million-of Mohammed is denied ..at 
.■Conftantinoplc, becaufe at the one he con- 
rrerfed with adeiftical Bifliop, or at the other 
!\vith a philofophical Mufti. However plcaj*d 
rthcrefore the metaphyfician may be with in- 
genious refinement,  the moralift will con- 
sider,   that the qucftion   is not,   how  the 

^philofopher may refine upon any   fyltem, 
c.but how the people will,  of confequence, 

pradtfc under its influence.    And on this 
view  alone,  he will  pronounce it  reprc- 
Jienfible or commendable.    Tjiat the re- 
ligion of the Brahmins is highly reprehen- 
sible  every moralift mull allow,   when he 

.xonfiders, that the inoft unworthy ideas of 

.the Divinity, ideas deftru&ivc of morality, 
naturally aritc from idol worftiip ; and the 

.vulgar, it is every where confefled, cannot 
avoid the abufe.    What can he think of the 

- piety of a poor fuperftitious Indian, when he 
worftiips the Great Daemon, the Deftroyer, 

. and Frightful Spirit?    Docs he love what 
ijie worships ? And can piety cxjft where the 

•objefl of adoration is hated ? What can the 
moralift think of the Indian, who, upon re- 
ligious principles, drowns himfelf in the 
Ganges, or throws himfelf under the wheels 
of his pagod's chariot, to be crufhed to death 
by the holy load? The duties we owe to our 

.relatives in particular, and to fociety in ge- 
neral, the Author of Nature has impoled 
,upon us by an ir.difpenfible canon. Yet 
thefe duties by the pious fuicidc arc rcfufed 
on the principles of the weakell fupcrftition. 
Nor can the moralift view the .dreadful auite- 

.rities.to which tie Brahmin philofophers 
fhbmit themfelves in anyother light. He who 
fixes his eyes on his nofe till he can fee in 
no other direction ; he who clenches his fill 
till the nails grow out at the back of his 
hand; and he who twills his neck about, 
till his face is fixed unalterably backward.; 
(three modes of penance mentioned by Mr. 
Dow) and he who drowns himfelf at once, 
equally incapacitate themfelves for the duties 
of fociety. Nor ought other parts of the 
Brahmin fuperftitioo, in .our examination of- 

.their tenets and praftifes, to be .here omitted. 
From the concurrent accounts of many tra- 
vellers who underllood their language, and 
converfed with the * Brahmins, among many 

.„other moll abfurd rites, we are informed that 
they pay a fuperftitious regard, and afcribe 
great holinefs to the alhes of burned cow- 
dung ; that they, perfuade the ^people that 
their idols cat.and drink, and for this purpofe 
extort contributions from the multitude ; and 
for this purpofe too, proftitutionis enjoyned, 
and the price of it received from the hands of 

„poor women. If all this is not grofs ido- 
latry, nothing ever tranfa&ed on earth can 
deferve the name. 

If we may be allowed  to digrefs a little 
Jrom.the fubjcdl.of the Brahmins, the futi- 

• • ASrahair. Roger, in particular. He lired-fifteen ijeirt araonp the Erahmim, and wai in intimate friend- 
.Jhip with on: of them,   named PuJmanabti.    He   selurned  to  Holland in   1647, .where he  publilhed his 

writings, which piove him to have been a learned man, and a diligent enquirer. Of his good fenfe let ope 
iientimen't bear teftimony. " Can we telitve, fays he, that there is a generous fpirit refiling in apeople 
- " who for two or three, thoufand years have placed the treated degree of fanftity aid prudence in half 
• •• fiarfing themfelvei, and in depriving themfelves of the lawful conveniences of life ? Yet fueh aufteriliea 
~" were the chief epiployjneuts ottht laciecl Bracixiir.lf,.3.n\ aic nowof.fhe raoiern Er<mi*"." 
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The leaflefs foreft and the utmoft lea; 

And wide its black wings hover o'er the fea: 

The tear-dropt bough hangs weeping 'in the vale, 

And diftant navies rear the mift-wet fail. 
lity of our refined apology for idolatry will 
ftill appear in a ftronger light.    What will 
the definition avail m the ballanee -of mora- 
lity, when  all the inhuman,  impure, and 
immoral rites of idolatry are laid in die other 
fcale ? Palcftine, Tyre, and Carthage made 
their children " pafs through the fire unto 
" Moloch ;"   and   human   facrificcs   have 
prevailed at one time or other in every land. 
No philofophers ever entertained fublimer 
ideas of the Divinity,   and of the  human 
foul,  than the antient  Druids.    Yet what 
ftiall we think of the  Wicker Man ! A gi- 
gantic figure ! the  body, each leg and arm 
was a malt, to which an hundred or more 
human viftims were  bound  with wicker. 
When there was a deficiency of malefh&ors 
or prifoners of -war, the innocent helplefs 
were fcized, that the horrid facrificc might 
be complete. When allthe rites were perform- 
ed, the fublime Druids gave the hecatomb to 
the flames, ns an offering grateful to their 
gods, as the aflurance of protection*.    Tn 
the moil polifhed ages of antient Greece 
and Rome, the rites of religion were often 
highly immoral, bafely impure.    To men- 
tion any particular would be an infult to the 
fcholar.    Impurities which make the blood 
recoil, which, like Swift, make one deteft 
the Taboo fpecics, are a part of the religious 
externals of many barbarous tribes.    A cita- 
tion  from Baumgarten's travels, as quoted 
by Mr. Locke,   here offers itfelf.    " In- 

. " fupcr fanftum ilium, quern  eo  loco [in 
" £&)'?'] vidimus, publicitus apprime com- 
" mendari,  enm  effe   hominem   fan&um, 
'" divinum   a intcgritate   prxcipuum;   eo 
"  quod,   nee   fceminarum   unquam  cflct, 
" ncc pnerorum,   fed  tantummodo   afela- 
" rum   cuncubitor  atque mularum."   De- 
cency will allow no tranflation of this.    In 
a word, where idolatry is praftifed, whether 
in the churches of Rome, or in the temples of 
Brahma,  the confequenccs are felt, and a 
remedy is wanted : the vulgar are grofs ido- 

lators; the wifer part fee the cheat, and 
become almoft indifferent to every tie of re- 
ligion. 

To all this let it be added, that as Mr. 
Holwell's and Mr. Dow's Brahmins did not 
give the fame accounts of their hidden reli- 
gion to thefe gentlemen ; fo it is an obfer- 
vation founded on experience, that the zea- 
lot of any feft, in giving an account of his 
religion to one who knows nothing about it, 
will give every circumftance the bed glofs, 
and ftrain every feature, as much as poffible, 
to a conformity to the ideas of his intelligent 
friend. In this manner jofephus, a man of 
great abilities, wrote his hiftory of the Jews. 
He has altered, fuppreflcd, glofled, and 
falfified, on purpofe to adopt the manners 
and opinions of his countrymen, as much as 
poffiblc, to the tafte of the Greek and Ro- 
man philofophers. In the fame manner, 
Ave believe, it may be afferted, that every 
jefbit behaves, when he defends popery in 
converfation with an intelligent difienter 
from the church of Rome, wbo has the art 
to appear ignorant of the doftrines of the 
papacy, and of the writers of that commu- 
nion. One may often meet with a fenfible 
p.ipift, who either from ignorance of the 
hiftory of his own religion, or from prejudice 
in its favour, will very confidently deny the 
horrid cruelties, fuperftitions, and villanous 
aits of Holy Church ; thofe intrigues and 
tranfaflions which form the principal part 
of the hiftory of Europe during fix or feven 
monkifh centuries. Yet what .wife man 
will upon fuch evidence rejeft the teftimony 
of ages. Theallufionisapt, and the inference 
is the fame. Every one, who is acquainted with 
the hiftory of the human mind, knows what 
an alteration in the manners of that moll 
bigotted people the Jews, was introduced by 
the Babylonian captivity. Before that pe- 
riod amazingly dull and ftupid, after their 
return from Aflyria they began to philo- 
fophize.    The fuperftition and idolatry of 

• To have reprefenied the Devil rn a neighbouring mountain, delighted with the yells and fteam of 
this facrificc, would hare been an incident worthy of the Paradife Loft, and might have come in excel- 
lent place, had the great author continued the vifionj of the eleventh, in place of the far inferior narrative 
•f ihc twelfth bouk. 

the 



BooicVII.       THE       L.  U   S   I   A   D. 299 

' So Fame increafing, loud and louder grew, 

And to the fylvan camp refounding flew; 
A lordly band, me cries, of warlike mien,. 

Of face and garb in India never feen, 
the modern Brahmins have certainly, in Indians, is fairly accounted for by Mr. 
the fame manner, received great improve- Dow; by whom alfo, as juft cited, every 
ment of features from the conversation of charge of fupcrftition is virtually confirmed. 
Europeans, whofe example, however other- Two cardinal points of the philofophy of 
wife vicious, could not fail to convince them the Brahmins remain to be mentioned. They" 
of the abfurdity of fuch mental weaknefs. hold that diflblutions of the univerfe, and 
The horrible cuftom of burning the wives new creations, at certain periods,. Shall fuc- 
with the corpfe of the deceafed hufband, is ceed one another to all etcrnityl. Of the 
now, fays Mr. Dow, in difufe. From human foul they fay, that after various tranf- 
whencc the late alteration ? Not furely from migrations and purifications, it (hall be ab- 
anv text of their bidden facred canon, which forbed in the Deity and confcioufjiefs loll in 
they pretend to have enjoyed fo many thou.- blifs. By this unintelligible fublimity, wc 
fand years *• arc put in mind offomeof the revcriesof s 

By the light of all thefe confiderations it Shaftefbury or a Malebranche; but wild ima- 
will appear, that the accounts of the fu- ginations are the growth of every country, 
perftition and idolatry of the Brahmins, Nor mull the religious feel of the Fakier 
which, till lately were received, were by be omitted. Thefe, according to Mr. Dow, 
no means without foundation. And in- are a fet of fturdy beggars, who admit any 
deed it were an unparallelled circumftance, ruffian of good parts, to join them ; and, 
were the concurrent teflimony of the moll under pretence of religious pilgrimages, ram- 
authentic writers and intelligent travellers blc about in armies of ten or twelve thoufand 
of the 16th and 17th centuries, to deferve men. The country people fly before them, 
no credit. The difference of the religious leaving their goods and their wives, (who 
legends, by thefe writers  afcribed to  the eftcem it a holinefs to be embraced by a.. 

• Nay, a text of the faered Shaffer plainly encourages the horrid prafliee. " The woman wh» diet 
" with her hufband, lhall enjoy life eternal with liim ip heaven." Feeble minds, fays Mr. Dow, mif- 
interpreted  this into a precept.    To thofe however who are unlkilled in cafuiflry,   no admonition   can 

be more ohvious. ,    .        , ,        ,        , ,,.«■■,«» 
1 According to Joannes Oranus, the Brahmins of Agra fay, that the world (hall laft four ages nr 

worlds three whereof are part. The firft continued one million feven hundred and twenty-right 
thoufand years. Men in that world lived ten thoufind years, were of enormous flature, and of great 
integrity. Thrice in that period did Cod vifibly appear upon the earth. Fiift in ilie form of a fi(h, that 
he might reeuver the book of Brahma (fur almoji tbt /ami Itgtnd, fit Dmu) which one Cavfacar had thrown 
intn the fea. The fecond time in the lorm of a fnail, (Sit Dno't account of tbt JyMim! ttprtjmtatimt of 
Brabma) that he might make the earth dry and folid. The other time like a hog, to deftioy one who 
called himfelf Cod, or as oihers fay, to recover the earth from the fea, which had fwallowed it. The 
feeond world lalted one million ninety-two thoufand and fix yean, in which period men were as tall as 
before, hut only lived a thoufand years. In this, Cod appeared four times, onoe as a monflrous lion, 
with the lower parts of a woman, to reprefs the wiekednefs of a pretender to deity. Secondly, like a 
poor Brahmin, to punirti the impiety of a king who had invented a method to fly to heaven. Thirdly, 
he came in the likenrfs of a man called Parearum, to revenge the death of a poor religious man.    And 

The third continued  eijht hundied and four 
ufand 

to 

appear once, ana  lome naia   um m HIJ «!■*«•;> «KKv...._- - , .. .. .... -..., —■-- , the 
fime Mahommud Akhar already mentioned. The wifer pan of the Brahmins, fays Oranus decry the 
abfurdity of tbele fables, >ec fupport them before the multitude, left their influence, their wealth ar.d 
fupcrftition, fhould vanifh together. That thefe fables are veryantient, we have theauthority of Straho, 
who tells us that Calanus toldlOnefieritus of a golden world, where the fountains ltreanied with milk, 
honey wine, and oil, and where t!ie wheat was as plentiful as dull; that Cod had In punirtimenl of 
human wickednsfs altered it, and impofed a life of labour on men. Onefieritus was willing to hear 
farther, but one of the Brahmin penances being enjoyned as the condition, the Cieck philof ,pher was 

contented with what he had heard. 
Q_q rakier; 
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Of tongue unknown, through gulphs undared before, 

Unknown their aim, have reach'd the Indian fhore. 

To hail their Chief the Indian Lord prepares, 

And to the fleet he fends his banner'd Nayres: 
As to the bay the nobles prefs along, 

The wondering city pours th'unnumber'd throng. 

And now brave GAMA and his fplendid train, 

Himfelf adorn'd in all the pride .of Spain, 

In-gilded barges flowly bend to fhore, 

While to the lute the gently-falling oar 

Now breaks the furges of the briny tide, 

And now the ftrokes the cold frcfh ftream divide. 

Pleafed with the fplendour of the Lufian band, 

On every bank the crowded thoufands ftand. 

Begirt with high-plumed nobles, by the flood 

The firft great Minifter of India flood, 

DFakier) to the mercy and luft of thefe villains. 
The prayers of a Fakier arc highly ertecmed, 

.and often implored, in cafes of fterility. 
The wife and the Fakier ret're together to 
prayer, a fignsl is left that the Fakier is 
with the lady, and a found drubbing is the 
reward mould the hufband dare to interrupt 
uhcir devotions. 

We cannot finifli this note, long as it 
•is, without .obferving the vaft fimilarity 
•which obtains among all barbarous na- 
tions. When the Portuguefe admiral, Pe- 
idro de Cabral, difcovercd the Brazils, he 
•found a feft of religionifls called Pages, 
•who were venerated in the fame man- 
ner as the Fakicrs of India. "Hi q„o- 
.cunque -vemunt, faysOforius, fummo omnium 
fluvfu recipuKtur, &c. Wherever thefc 
«rome, they are received with the loudeft 
acclamations, the ways arc crowded, verfes 
i&ng to.thcmufic.of the country, and dances 

are performed before them. The moft-beau- 
tiful women, whether virgins or wives, are 
fubmitted to their embraces. Opi„iuntur 
emmmiferi, ft illos placates babuerint, omnia 
Jtbi felicilcr eventura ; for thefc wretched 
lgnorants believe, that if they can pleafe 
thefe men, every thing will happen well to 
them." 

To conclude: The writers who have 
treated of the miffion of Xavicr, relate, that 
!"'r.eL

ls cxtal" in India the writings of. a 
Malabar poet, who wrote nine hundred epi- 
grams, each confiding of eight verfes, in 
ridicule of the worfhip of the Brahmins, 
whom he treats with great afperity and con- 
tempt. Would any of our diligent enquirers 
after oriental learning favour the Public with 
an authentic account of the works of thii 
poet of Malabar, he would undoubtedly 
confer a fmgular favour .on the republic of 

Jetterj. * 

Tie 
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The Catual his name in India's tongue : 

To GAMA fwift the lordly Regent fprung ; 

His open arms the valiant Chief enfold, 

And now he lands him on the fliore of gold : 

With pomp unwonted India's nobles greet 

The fearlefs heroes of the warlike fleet. 

A couch on moulders borne, in India's mode, 

With gold the canopy and purple glow'd, 

Receives the Lufian captain ; equal rides 

The lordly Catual, and onward guides, 

■ While GAMA'S train, and thoufands.of the throng 

Of India's fons, encircling pour along. 

To hold difcourfe in various tongues they try ; 

In vain; the accents unremembered die 

Inftant as utter'd.     Thus on Babel's plain 

Each builder heard his mate, and heard in vain. 

GAMA the while, and India's fecond Lord, 

Hold glad dialogues, as the various word 

The faithful Moor unfolds.    The city gate 
They part, and onward, towered in fumptuous ftate, 

Before them now the facred. temple rofe ; 

The portals wide the fculptured fhrines difclofe. - 

The Chiefs advance, and, entered now, behold 

The gods of wood, cold ftone, and mining gold; 

Various of figure, and of various face, 

As the foul Demon will'd the likenefs bafe. 
Q_q 2 Taught 
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Taught to behold the rays of godhead fhinc 

;Fair imaged in the &uman face .divine, 

With .facred horror thrill'd, -the 'Lufians viewed 

The .monfter forms, Chimera-like, and b rude. 

-Here ipreading horns an human vifage bore; 

'So frown'd ftern Jove in Lybia's fane of yore. 
lOne body here two various faces reaf'd;; 

•So ancient Janus o'er "his mfineappeafd. 

An hundred arms another brandifh'd wide5 

So Titan's fon the Tace of heaven * defy'd. 

/And.here a dog "his fnarlingtufks difplay'd-j 

.Anubis thus in Memphis' hallowed made "•'; 

tGrinnld horrible.    With vile probations low 

.-Before.thefe fhrines the Winded Indians "bow. 

.And now again the fplendid 'pomp proceeds; 

To India's .Lord 'the haughty Regent leads. 

* Tht-monfier firm,,   Cbimera-lik<   and -which the Catual.Ied him,-was a-Chriftm 
■rude.   .Oumcra, a monfter flain by Bellero- church.    At their entrance they were met by 
"■?. °n* .    „u.       , ■four priefts, who fecmed to make croflis on 
F.rrt, d,re Chimera .conqueft was enjoynd, • their foreheads.    The  walls  were painted A mingled monfter of no mortal kind • ...:.u                •                  r      ,         ...  F4"""-0 

'Behind a dragon'! .fiery tail wifpr.ad ,)£*   ™nY->™S<*-     In   the  middle was * 
A goat's rough body bore a lion's head" htUc round  chapel, in  the- wall  of which, 
Her pitchy noflrils flaky flames expire,' oppofite   to  the  entrance,  flood an image 

iHer gaping throat emits infernal fire. vwhich could hardly be difoovercd ; Erat enim 
_.„    _.    ,    ,        „-            Pope's ll..vi. locus ita ab omnijblh radio fedufas, ,,- vix 

-* V    ,1 {"i.          Tt- ^TJ- 1&"? ™lW>«»fp1»»<.rin eumPene,raret. Before thefe Jhnne, the bunded hdtan, The four priefts afcending, fome entered the 
W-rln  this inftance, .Camoens has -with chapel by « -little brafs door, and pointi„e 

•great art deviated from the truth of htftory. to the benighted image, cried aloud, Man, 
• As .it. was the great purpofe of his hero to Mmrjt, .The .Catual andhis attendants prof' 
.propagate the law of heaven m the Eaft, it trated themfelves on the ground, while the 
would have been highly abfurd to have.repre- .Lufiaas or. their. bended. Juices .adored  the 

Rented Gama and his .attendants as on their bleflcd virgio.   Vlrglnemqu, Del matrtm mort 
.kneesanaPagan temple.    Tins, however, .r.ojirh .„fiete .w„r,«.r.»   Thus Oforius. 
• was the cafe. •" Gama, who had been told, Another .writerTays.rthat a Portugucfe hav- 
.fiysOfontis, that there were many Chnflians .ing fome dod*' exclaimed, If this be the 
-jrulndu,  conjeftured-that the .temple, .to devil's image, Jhcm-evcr worfoip God. 

To 
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To view the glorious Leader of the fleet 

Increafing thoufands fwell.o'er every ftreet.j 

High o'er the roofs the ftruggling youths afcend, 

'The hoary 'fathers o'er the portals bend, 

'The windows lparkle with the female blaee 

Of eyes, of rubies, and the diamond's rays. 

And now the train with folemn ftate and flow, 

Approach the royal gate, through many a row 
Of fragrant wood walks, and of balmy .bowers, 

Radiant with fruitage, ever .gay .with flowers. 

;Spacious the dome its -pillar'd grandeur fpread, 

JSTor to the burning day high tower'd the head ; 

'The .citron groves around the windows glow'd, 

And branching palms .their grateful made .beftow'd; 

The mellow.light a pleafing radiance.caft 5 

•The marble walls Dsedalian fculpture graced. 

tHere India's fate, from darkeft times of ' old, 

The wondrous artift son the {lone .inroll'.d; 

„,,       i r  • .• ~f     Old Saturn,.with his crooked fcyth« oa high: ' Here  Mia', /a«-The ascription of     OM ^'^ M |he eo,ony / 
'•the palace of *he Zamorim, fituated amQiig     An(J anckot j,nus w;,h hie double face, 
-aromatic proves, is according  to hiflory ;      Aai buneh of keys, the porter of the place-. 
the   embellifo.ment of the .walls i« in imita-      There flood Sabinus, planter of the vines, 1 

& ofvtgil" defection of thereof    "'•£%^££^ >        * 
.■king Latinuj.: Then warlike kipgt who for their country fought, 

._— rullim. rrfunxis. And honourable wounds fromhaltle brought. Wumaugfim, Jjns, centum JubUm. eclumr.,:, 4^ ^ ?o(itiixlof heln«t5| darts, and fpears j } 
. Urte fin jumms, C e. ^      ^ en lriots, axes, (hields, and ban j I 

The palace buih by Picus, vaft and proud, 1        And broken  beak, of ftips, the trophic of their j 
Supported by a hundred p.lla-s ftood vj *£«        ^ ^ Q( ,„ ^ ^ 

^t^^^p^Z   •--—-—-^„.,... Sliced in their unkt the!r,godlik* grandfiits ftood. 

:Her_c 
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Here o'er the meadows, by Hydafpes' ftream, 

In fair array the marfliall'd legions feem : 

A youth of gleeful eye the fquadrons led, 

Smooth was his cheek, and glow'd with pureft red ;■ 
Around his fpear the curling vine-leaves waved; 

And by a ftreamlet of the river laved, 

Behind her founder Nyfa's walls were rcar'd *; 

So breathing life the ruddy god appear'd, 

Had ' Semele beheld the fmiling boy, 

The mother's heart had proudly heav'd with joy, 

Unnumber'd here were feen th'Aflyrian throng, 

That drank whole rivers as they march'd along r 

Each eye feem'd earneft on their warrior queen, 

High was her port, and furious was her mien; 

Her valour only equall'd by her lull ; 

Faft by her fide her courfer paw'd the duft, 

Her fon's * vile rival; reeking to the plain 

Fell the hot fweat-drops as he champt the rein. 

And here difplay'd, mofr. glorious to behold, 

The Grecian banners opening many a fold 

• Ublndbj founder Nj/a's W* «*» , UnMs W, nW—Thc  infamous 
 .. m.ncl rar P.2(n?n of Semiramis for a horfe, has all the 

<ru   n i     7 f'J'an"far    , , airofa fable invented by the Greeks to ficmifv 
Thi^rfn'rl        f^-'^nMTr-. the extreme libidiny o/that quet,     l£n- 

Suti   1 defo^on?of1VtL7nner °f V^ ^ftU°US Pafll°n f0rher fon ^"ia"   however, 
Sd of AcS     IL   xvf,, gUrCS°n thC \C°nfirmed ^ Ae teftimonyof tne beft au! iMcidolAchille;     II. xMu thors.    Shocked at fuch an horrid amour 
TLTLI? R   t    "* S?ili*xM.      Nynia, ordered her to be put to d ath   S 1 he 1 heban Bacchus, to whom the Greek     tcra. J 

fabuhfts afcribed the Indian expedition of 
Sefoflrb or Ofiris king of Egypt. 

Seem'd 
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Seem'd trembling on the gale; at diftance far 

The Ganges laved the wide-extended war- 

Here the blue marble gives the helmets' gleam. 

Here from the cuiras (hoots the golden beam. 

A proud-ey'd youth, with palms unnumber'd gay« 

Of the bold veterans led the brown array; 

Scornful of mortal birth enfhrin'd he rode, 

Call'd Jove his father *, and aflumed the god. 

While dauntlefs GAMA and his train furvey'd 

The fculptured walls, the lofty Regent faid ; 

iFor nobler wars than thefe you wondering fee 

That ample fpace th' eternal fates decree • 
Sacred to thefe th' unpi&ured wall remains, 

Unconfcious yet of vanquifh'd India's .chains. 

Aflured we know the awful day fhall come, 

Big with tremendous fate, and India's doom. 

The fons of Brahma, by the god their fire 

Taught to illume the dread divining fire, 

From the drear manfions of the dark abodes 

Awake the dead, or call th'-infernal gods; 

Then round the flame, while glimmering ghaftly blue, 

Behold the future fcene arife to view. 

The fons of Brahma in the magic hour 

Beheld the foreign foe tremendous lour 5 

h Call'd Jove bis father.— The bon mot -" This hot-headed youth, forfooth, cannot 
*>f Olympias on this prctenfion of her fon " be at reft unlefs he embroil meina quarrel 
^Alexander,  was admired by the ancientf.     " .with Juno."   .QUINT. CURT. 

Unknown 
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Unknown their tongue, their face, and ftrange attire, 

And their bold eye-balls burn'd with warlike ire: 

They faw the chief o'er proftrate India rear 

The glittering terrors of his awful fpear. 

But fwift behind thefe wintery days of woe 

A fpring of joy arofe in liveliefl glow, 

Such gentle manners leagued with wifdom reign'd 

In the dread vidtors, and their rage reftrain'd. 

Beneath their fway majeftic, wife, and mild,. 

Proud of her vidtors' laws thrice happier India frhiled. 

So to the prophets of the Magi train 

The vifions rofe, that never rofe in vain. 

The Regent ceafed ; and now with folemn pace 

The Chiefs approach the regal hall of grace. 

The tapftried walls with gold were pictured k o'er, 

And flowery velvet fpread the marble floor- 

In all the grandeur of the Indian ftate 

High on a blazing couch the Monarch fate, 

With ftarry gems the purple curtains mined, 

And ruby flowers and golden foliage twined 

Around the filver pillars: High o'er head 

The golden canopy its radiance fhed : 

Of cloth of gold the fovereign's mantle fhone, 

And his high turban flamed with precious ftone. 

"* The tapJlritA iual!s with gold ivtre piflurtd e'er, 
And flowery velvet fp read the marble floor.        • According to Oforius.. 

Sublime 
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Sublime and awful was his fapient mien, 

Lordly his pofture, and his brow ferene. 

An hoary fire fubmifs on bended knee, 

(Low bow'd his head,) in India's luxury, 

A leaf, all fragrance to the glowing tafte, 

Before the king each little while replaced. 

The patriarch Brahmin, foft and flow he rofe, 

Advancing now to lordly GAM A bows, 
And leads him to the throne; in filent ftate 

The Monarch's nod afligns the Captain's feat; 

The Lufian train in humbler diftance ftand : 

Silent the Monarch eyes the foreign band 

With awful mien ; when valiant GAMA broke 

The folemn paufe, and  thus majeftic fpoke; 

From where the crimfon fun of evening laves 

His blazing chariot in the weftern waves, 

I come, the herald of a mighty King, 

And holy vows of lafting friendship bring 

To thee, O Monarch, for refounding Fame 

Far to the weft has borne thy princely name, 

All India's fovereign thou ! Nor deem I fue, 

Great as thou art, the humble fuppliant's due. 

Whate'er from weftern Tagus to the Nile, 

Infpires the monarch's wifli, the merchants' toil, 
J A leaf. The Betel. 

R r From 
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From where the north-ftar gleams o'er feas of froft, 
To Ethiopia's utmoft burning coaft, 

Whate'er the fea, whate'er the land bcftows, 

In my great Monarch's realm unbounded flows. 

Pleafed thy high grandeur and renown to hear, 

My Sovereign offers friendfhip's bands fincere: 

Mutual he afks them, naked of difguife, 

Then every bounty of the fmiling Ikies 

Shower'd on his more and thine, in mutual flow, 

Shall joyful Commerce on each fhore beftow. 

Our might in war, what vanquifh'd nations fell, 

Beneath our fpear, let trembling Afric tell-, 

Survey my floating towers, and let thine ear, 

Dread as it roars, our battle thunder hear. 

If friendship then thy honeft wifli explore, 

That dreadful thunder on thy foes (hall roar. 

Our banners o'er the crimfon field fhall fweep, 

And our tall navies ride the foamy deep, 

Till not a foe againft thy land (hall rear 

Th' invading bowfprit, or the hoftile fpear; 

My King, thy brother, thus thy wars (hall join, 

The glory his, the gainful harveft thine. 

Brave GAMA fpake : the Pagan King replies, 

From lands which now behold the morning rife, 
While 
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While eve's dim clouds the Indian iky enfold, 

Glorious to us an offer'd league we hold. 

Yet fhall our will in filence reft unknown, 

Till what your laud, and who the King you own, 

Our Council deeply weigh.    Let joy the while, 

And the glad feaft the fleeting hours beguile. 

Ah ! to the wearied mariner, long toft 

O'er briny waves, how fweet the long-fought coaft ! 

The night now darkens; on the friendly more 

Let foft repofe your wearied ftrength reftore, 

Allured an anfwer from our lips to bear, 

Which, not difpleafed, your Sovereign Lord fhall hear. 

More ' now we add not—From the hall of ftate 

Withdrawn, they now approach the Regent's gate ; 

The fumptuous banquet glows; all India's pride 

Heap'd on the board the royal feaft fupplied. 

Now o'er the dew-drops of the eaftern lawn 

Gleamed the pale radiance of the ftar of dawn, 

The valiant GAM A on his couch rcpofed, 

And balmy reft each Lufian eye-lid clofedj 

When the high Catual, watchful to fulfill 

The cautious mandates of his Sovereign's will, 

In fecret converfe with the Moor retires, 

And, earneft, much of Lufus' fons enquires ; 

1 Mere ntnv ive add not—The tenor of      and Gama, is according to the truth of 
this firft converfation between the Zamorim      hiftory. 

R r 2 What 
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What laws, what holy rites, what monarch fway'd 

The warlike race ?    When thus the jufl Mozaide ; 

The land from whence thefe warriors well I know, 

(To neighbouring earth my haplefs birth I owe) 
Illuftrious Spain, along whofe weftern fhores 

Grey-dappled eve the dying twilight pours.— 

A wondrous prophet gave their holy lore, 

The godlike Seer a virgin-mother bore, 

Th' Eternal Spirit on the human race, 

So be they taught, beftow'd fuch awful grace. 

In war unmatch'd they rear the trophied creft: 

What m terrors oft have thrill'd my infant breafl, 

When their brave deeds my wondering fathers told; 

How from the lawns, where,   chryftalline and cold, 

The Guadiana rowls his murmuring tide, 

And thofe where purple by the Tago's fide, 

The lengthening vineyards gliften o'er the field, 

Their warlike fires my routed fires expell'd : 

Nor paufed their rage ; the furious feas they braved, 

Nor loftiefr. walls, nor caftled mountains faved ; 

Round Afric's thoufand bays their navies rode, 

And their proud armies o'er our armies trod. 

n What terrors eft have tbritPJ my infant JUaitn ftirt ym ktrtfor feme great <tverk Jn-hi, 
Irtaft—The   enthufiafm  with which   Mon- A*d heaven infrim my truftjairfaced toihujtln. 
zaida, a Moor, talks  of  the Portugucfe, And that this Moor did conceive a great afFec- 
may  perhaps  to  fome   appear  unnatural. tion to Gama, whofe religion he embraced, 
Camoens  feems  to  be aware  of this   by and to whom he proved of the utmoft fer- 
fiving a reafon for that enthufiafm in the vice, is according to the truth of hiftory. 
■£rft lpeech of Mozaida to Gama ; 

Nor 
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Nor lefs, let Spain through all her kingdoms own, 

O'er other foes their dauntlefs valour fhone : 

Let Gaul confefs, her mountain ramparts wild,. 

Nature in vain the hoar Pyrenians piled.. 

No foreign lance could e'er their rage reftrain,.. 

Unconquer'd ftill the warrior race remain. 

More would you hear, fecure your care may truft 

The anfv/er of their lips, fo nobly juft, 

Confcious of inward worth, of manners plain,. 

Their manly fouls the gilded lye difdain. 

Then let thine eyes their lordly might admire, 

And mark the thunder of. their arms of fire : 

The more with trembling hears the dreadful found, 

And rampired walls lie fmoaking on the ground. 

Speed to the fleet; their arts, their prudence weigh, 

How wife in peace, in war how dread,   furvey. 

With keen defire the craftful Pagan burn'd y 

Soon as the morn in orient blaze return'd, 
To view the fleet his fplendid train prepares; 

And now attended by the lordly Nayres, 
The fhore they cover, now the oarfmen fweep 

The foamy furface of the azure deep : 

And now brave PAULUS gives the friendly hand, 

And high on GAMA'S lofty deck they ftand.. 

Bright 
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Bright to the day the purple fail-cloaths glow, 

Wide to the gale the filken enfigns flow; 

The pictured flags difplay the warlike ftrife; 

Bold feem the heroes as infpired by life. 

Here arm to arm the Angle combat flrains, 

Here burns the combat on the tented plains 

General and fierce; the meeting lances thruft, ' 

And the black blood feems fmoaking on the duft. 

With earneft eyes the wondering Regent views 

The pictured warriors, and their hiftory fues. 

But now the ruddy juice, by Noah " found, 

In foaming goblets circled fwiftly round, 

And o'er the deck fwift rofe the feftive board; 

Yet, fmiling oft, refrains the Indian Lord : 

His faith forbade with other tribe to join 

The facred meal, efteem'd a rite ° divine. 

» _— the ruddy juice by Noah found— A thou/and rites, and wajbhgs o'er and o'er 
Oen. ix. 20.  And Neah began to be an huf- Can farce his tainted purity re/lore, 
bandman, and he planted a vineyard, and he 
drank of the iuine, Sec. Nothing, fays Oforius, but the death of the 

" Hisfaitbfcrbade with other tribe to join unhappy commoner can wipe off the pol- 
Thefacred meal, efeem'd a lite divine.  lution. Yet we are told by the fame author, 
The opinion of the facrednefs of the table t'iat Indian nobility cannot be forfeited, or 
is very ancient in the Eart.    It is plainly to ev.cn "rniftied by the bafeft and greateft of 
be difcovered in the hiftory of Abraham. crimes; nor can one of mean birth become 
When  Mclchizedek,   a  king   and  prieit, gfeat °r noble by the moft illuftrious aftions. 
blefled Abraham, it is faid, And he b. ought * he n°blcnien, fays the fame writer, adopt 
forth bread and ivine and be bleffcd him. tne children of their fillers, efteeming there 
Gen. xiv. 18.    The Patriarchs only drank can be no other certainty of the relationship 
wine, fays Dr. Stukely, on their more fo- °^ l^eir ^'"s.    But what above all may be 
lemn feftivals, when they were faid to rejoice "Hed the chara&criftic of the Indian, is his 
before the Lord.    Other cuftoms of the In- tota' infenfibility to the pafiion of Love ; 
dians are  mentioned by Camocns in this , „       ,   , 
book.   If a noble iliould touch a perfon of %? '" ,,' he?rL~""' " b" ""^"""sarms 
another another tribe, lbt ^"""g bufoandyields hisffoufe's charms. 

To 
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In bold vibrations, thrilling on the ear, 

The battle founds the Lufian trumpets rear; 

Loud burft the thunders of the arms of fire, 

Slow round the fails the clouds of fmoke afpire, 

And rolling their dark volumes o'er the day 

The Lufian war, in dreadful pomp, difplay. 

In deepeir. thought the careful Regent weigh'd 

The pomp and power at GAMA'S nod bewray'd, 

Yet feem'd alone in wonder to behold 

The glorious heroes and the wars half told 

3*3 

To fome perhaps the feeblenefs of the con- 
flitutions of the Gentoos may account for 
this apothy; and to feveral circumilanccs may 
their feeblenefs be attributed. The men mar- 
ry before fourteen and the women at about 
ten or eleven. Rice, their principal food, af- 
fords but little nourifhment, and they are 
extremely avcrfe to any manly exercife. It 
is better to fit than to walk, they fay, to lie 
down than to fit, to deep than to wake, 
and death is better than all. The unparal- 
lclled pufillanimity with which they have 
long fubmittcd to the oppreflions of a few 
Arabs, their Mohammedan matters, like- 
wife, mews their deadnefs to every manly 
refentment. Yet, notwithflanding all this, 
though incapable of the paflion of love, 
they prove the pofition, (for which phyfi- 
cians can eafily account) that debility and 
letchery go hand in hand. Montefijuicu, 
in enumerating his reafons why Chrifhanity 
will never prevail in the Eaft, advances, 
as one, the prohibition of polygamy, which 
he mentions as the appointment of nature, 
and neceflary in thefe climates. Triftram 
Shandy tells us, that his father was a moil 
excellent f) ftcm-builder, was fure to make 
his Theory look well, though no man ever 
crucified the truth at fuch an unmerciful 
rate. With all due deference to the great 
genius of Mon:efquieu, his blunder here is 

rather ludicrous. In every country the birthi 
of males and females are nearly propor- 
tioned to each other. " Polygamy, fays 
Mr. Dow, is permitted in Hindoflan, but 
feldom praftifed ; for they very rationally 
think, that one wife is fuffictent for one 
man." If in any country polygamy is the 
appointment of nature, the more athletic na- 
tions of Europe have the belt claim. But the 
warlike independent fpirit of the northern 
tribes, who viewed their princes as their 
companions in war, would never allow their 
leaders to appropriate eight hundred or a 
thoufand of the fined women, each for his 
own particular luxury. Their natural ideas 
of liberty forbade it; while on the other 
hand the flavifh Afiatics, who viewed their 
mailers as beings of a fuperior rank, fub- 
mittcd to the lull of thefe mailers, whofe 
debility prompted the defire of unbounded 
variety. This hiftcry of pclygamy will be 
found to be juil. It is not the child of na- 
ture, it is the offspring of tyranny, and is 
only to be found where the moll abfolute 
tyranny fubfifls. Neither to the genial vigour 
of paflion, hut to raging, irritated debility, 
both the philofopher and phyfician will at- 
tribute the unblulhing prevalence of foinc 
crimes, crimes which difgrace human na- 
ture, and which particularly characlerifc the 
depraved manners of the enfeebled Eaft. 

In 
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In filent poefy Swift from the board 

High crown'd with wine, uprofe the Indian Lord; 

Both the bold GAMAS, and their generous Peer, 

The brave COELLO, rofe, prepared to hear 

With meet attendance, or the meet reply : 

Fixt and enquiring was the Regent's eye : 

The warlike image of an hoary fire, 

Whofe name fhall live till earth and time expire, 

His wonder fixt; and more than human glow'd 

The hero's look; his robes of Grecian mode ; 

A bough, his enfign, in his right he waved, 

A leafy bough But I, fond man depraved ! 

Where would I fpeed, as mad'ning in a dream, 

Without your aid, ye Nymphs of Tago's ftream i 

Or yours, ye Dryads of Mondego's bowers! 

Without your aid how vain my wearied powers ! 

Long yet and various lies my arduous way 

Through louring tempefts and a boundlefs fea. 

Oh then, propitious hear your fon implore, 

And guide my vefTel to the happy lhore. 

Ah ! fee how long what per'lous days, what woes 

On many a foreign coaft around me rofe, 

As dragg'd'by Fortune's chariot wheels along 

I footh'd my forrows with the warlike ° fong; 

.  the ivarlihe fong Though      the ocean, while in Africa, and in India. 
Camoens  began  his Lufiad  in  Portugal,      Sec his Life, 
aljnoft the whole of it was written while on 

Wide 
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Wide ocean's horrors lengthening now around, 

And now my footfteps trod the hoftile ground j 

Yet midfl each danger of tumultuous war 

Your Lufian heroes ever claim'd my care : 

As Canace of old, ere p felf-deftroy'd, 

One hand the pen,  and one the fword employ'd. 

Degraded now, by poverty abhorr'd, 

The gueft dependent at the Lordling's board ; 

Now bled with all the wealth fond hope could crave, 

Soon I beheld that wealth beneath the q wave 

For ever loft; myfelf efcaped alone, 

On the wild fhore all friendlefs, hopelefs, thrown; 

My life, like Judah's heaven-doom'd king of r yore, 

By miracle prolong'd; yet not the more 

To end my forrows : woes fucceeding woes 

Belied my earneft hopes of fweet repofe : 

In place of bays around my brows to flied 

Their facred honours, o'er my deftined head 

Foul Calumny proclaim'd the fraudful tale, 

And left me mourning in a dreary * jail. 

f As CAMM—Daughter of Eolus.    Her ' My   life,   like Judab's   heaven-doom'd 
father having thrown her inceftuous child king of yore—Hezekiah. See lfaian xxxvm. 
to the dogs, fent her a fword, with which • J„J }eft me mourning in a dreary jail— 
ftie flew  herfelf.    In Ovid  fhe writes  an This, and the whole paragraph from 
epiftle to her hulband-brother, where  flic Degraded r.o<w, by {.overly Morr'd- 
thus defcribes herfelf; * .   T  ,.       -...„, 

Alludes to his fortunes in India.     I he latter 
Dtxtraitntt cahmum, jlriam umt alicraferrum. circumftancc relates particularly to the bafe 
1 Soon I beheld that wealth beneath the       and inhuman treatment he received on his 

•wave return to  Goa,   after   his unhappy ftiip- 
For ever loft See the Life of Camoens.       wreck.    See his Life. 

S f Such 
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Such was the meed, alas! on me beftow'd, 

Beftow'd by thofe for whom my numbers glow'd, 

By thofe who to my toils their laurel honours owed. 

Ye gentle Nymphs of Tago's rofy bowers, 

Ahr fee what letter'd Patron-Lords are yours ! 

Dull as the herds that graze their flowery dales, 

To them in vain the injured Mufe bewails : 

No foftering care their barb'rous hands beftow, 

Though to the Mufe their faireft fame they owe. 

Ah, cold may prove the future Prieft of Fame 

Taught by my fate : yet will I not difclaim 

Your fmiles, ye Mufes of Mondego's made, 

Be Hill my dearcft joy your happy aid ! 

And hear my vow; Nor king, nor loftieft peer 

Shall e'er from Me the fong of flattery hear; 

Nor crafty tyrant, who in office reigns, 

Smiles on his king, and binds the land in chains; 

His king's worft foe: Nor he whofe raging ire, 

And raging wants, to mape his courfe, confpire ; 

True to the clamours of the blinded crowd, 

Their changeful Proteus, infolent and loud : 

Nor he whofe honeft mien fecures applaufe, 

Grave though he feem, and father of the laws, 

Who, but half-patriot, niggardly denies 

Each other's merit, and witholds the prize : 

Who 
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Who r fpurns the Mufe, nor feels the raptured ftrain, 

Ufelefs by him efteem'd, and idly vain : 

For him, for thefe, no wreath my hand mall twine ,- 

On other brows th' immortal rays fhall mine : 

3*7 

P Who fpurns the Mufe Similarity of 
condition has produced fimilarity of fenti- 
ment in Camoens and Spenfer. Each was 
the ornament of his country and of his age, 
and each was cruelly neglected by the ftflen 
of Power, who, in truth, were incapable K> 
judge of their merit, or to relifh their writ- 
ings. We have feen feveral of the ftriftures 
of Camoens on the barbarous Nobility of 
Portugal. The fimilar complaints of Spenfer 
will (hew that negleft of Genius, however, 
was not confined to the court of Lifbon. 
O Gritf of griefs! O Gall of all good hearts! 
To fee lhat Virtue fhould defpifed be 
Of fuch as firft were raifed for Virtue's parts, 
And now broad fpreading like an aged tree, 
Let none flioot up that nigh them planted be. 
O let not thofe of whom the Mufe is fcorned, 
Alive or dead be by the Mufe adorned. 

Ruins of Time. 

It is thought Lord Burleigh, who with- 
held the bounty intended by Queen Elifa- 
beth, is here meant. But he is more 
clearly ftigmatized in thefe remarkable lines, 
where the mifery of dependence on Court- 
favour is painted in colours which muft re- 
cal feveral flrokes of the Lufiad to the mind 
of the Reader. 

Full little knowefl thou that haft not tried, 
What hell it is, in fuinglong to bide; 
To lofe good days, that might be belter fpent, 
To wafte long nights in penfive difcoutent; 
To fpeej to-day, to be put back to-morrow, 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and forrow j 
To have thy Pi incefs' grace, yet want her peers 5 
To have thy aflcine, yet wait many years ; 
To fret thy foul with croftes anJ with cares, 
To eat thy heart thro' coinfortlefs drfpairs ; 
To fawn, to crowch, to wait, to ride, to run, 
To fpend, to give, to want, to be undone. 

Mother HubbenCs tale. 

Thefe lines exafperated ftill more the in- 
" elegant, the illiberal Burleigh. So true is 

theobfervationof Mr. Hughes, that, "even 
the fighs of a miferable man are fometimes 
refented as an affront by him that is the oc- 
fioa of them."    . 

The arrival of Gama in India—hi feveral 
parts of the Lufiad the Portuguefe Poet has 
given ample proof that he could catch the 
genuine fpirit of Homer and Virgil. The 
Kventh Lufiad throughout bears a ftriking 
refemblance to the feventh and eighth 
-<Eneid. Much of the aftion is naturally 
the fame ; iEneas lands it Italy, and Gama 
in India; but the conduft of Camoens, in 
his maTterly imitation of his great matter, 
particularly demands obfervation. Had Sta- 
tius or Ovid defcribed the landing or recep- 
tion of ./Eneas, we fhould undoubtedly have 
been prefented with piftures different from 
thofe of the pencil of Virgil. We fhould 
have feen much burtle and fire, and perhaps 
much fmoke and falfe dignity. Yet if we 
may judge from the Odyffey, Homer, had 
he written the iEneid, would have written 
as the Roman Poet wrote, would have pre- 
fented us with a calm majeflic narrative, 
till every circumflance was explained, and 
then would have given the concluding books 
of hurry and fire. In this manner has Vir- 
gil written, and in this manner has Camoens 
followed him, as far as the different nature 
of his fubjeft would allow. In Virgil, king 
Latinus is informed by prodigies ana prophe- 
cy of the fateof his kingdom, and of the new- 
landed ftrangers. ./Eneas entersLatium. The 
dinner on the grafs, and the prophecy of 
famine turned into a jeft. He fends ambaf- 
fadors to Latinus, whofe palace is defcribed. 
The embaffy is received in a friendly man- 
ner. Juno, enraged, calls the affiflance of 
the Fiends, and the truce is broken. ./Eneas, 
admonifhed in a dream, feeks the aid of 
Evander. The voyage up the Tyber, the 
court of Evander, and the facrifices in which 
he was employed are particularly defcribed. 
In all this there is no blaze of fire, no earneft 
hurry. Thefe ost judicioufly referved for 
their after and proper place. In the fame 
manner Camoens lands his hero in India, 
and though in fome circumflances the re- 
femblance to Virgil is evident, yet he has 
followed him as a free imitator, who was 
S f 2 confeious 
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He who the path of honour ever trod, 

True to his King, his Country, and his God, 

On his bleft head my hands fhall fix the crown 

Wove of the deathlefs laurel^ of Renown. 

confcious of his own ftrength, and not as a 
Copyift. He has not dcferved that ftirewd 
fatirc which Mr. Pope, not unjuftly, throws 
on Virgil himfclf. " Had the jgallcy of 
Scrgtftus been broken, fays he, it the cha- 
riot of Eumtlm had not been demolilhed ? 
Or Mr.ejibeus been caft from the helm, had 
not the other been thrown from his feat;" 

In a word, that calm dignity of poetical 
narrative which breathes through the feventh 
and eighth iEneid, is judicioufly copied, as 
mod proper for the fubjcft; and with the 
hand of a mailer charafteriftically fuftaincd 
throughout the feventh book of the Poem 
which celebrates the difcovery of the Eaftcra 
World. 

END   OF   THE   SEVENTH   BOOK. 
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BOOK VIII. 

WITH eye unmoved the filent CATUAL view'd 

The pi&ured fire with feeming life endued? 

A verdant vine-bough waving in his right, 

Smooth flowed his fweepy beard of glofly white, 

When thus, as fwift the Moor unfolds the word, 

The valiant Paulus to the Indian Lord ; 

Bold though thefe figures frown, yet bolder far 

Thefe godlike heroes mined in ancient war. 

In that hoar fire, of mien ferene, auguft, 

Lufus behold, no robber-chief unjuftj 
His 
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His clufter'd bough, the fame which Bacchus bore % 
He waves, the emblem of his care of yore ; 

The friend of favage man, to Bacchus dear, 

The fon of Bacchus, or the bold compeer, 

What time his yellow locks with vine-leaves curl'd,. 

The youthful god fubdued the favage world, 

Bade vineyards gliftcn o'er the dreary wafte, 

And humanized the nations as he paft. 

Lufus, the loved companion of the god, 

In Spain's fair bofom fixt his laft abode, 

Our kingdom founded, and illuftrious reign'd 

In thofe fair lawns, the bleft Elyfium b feign'd, 

1 Hisclufier'dbougb, the fame ixibicb Bac- 
chus bore. Camoens immediately before, 
and in the former book, calls the enfign of" 
Lufus a bough; here he calls it the green 
thyrfus of Bacchus, 

O verde Tyrfofoi de Baceo ufada. 

The thyrfus however was a javelin twilled 
with ivy-leaves, ufed in the facrifices of 
Bacchus. 

b In tbofe fair lanuns   tbe blefl  Elyfium 
ffign'd In this aflertion our author has 
the authority of Strabo, a foundation fuffi- 
cient for a poet. Nor are there wanting 
feveral Spanifh writers, particularly Barbrfa, 
who fenoufly affirm that Homer drew the 
fine defcription of Elyfium, in his fourth 
OdyfTcy, from the beautiful valleys of Spain, 
where in one of his voyages, they fay, he 
arrived. Egypt, however, feems to have 
a better title to this honour. The fable of 
Charon, and the judges of the pocrca] hell, 
are evidently borrowed from the Egyptian 
rites of burial, and are older than Homer. 
After a ferryman had conveyed the corpfe 
over a lake, certain judges examined the life 
of the deceafed, particularly his claim to the 
virtue of loyalty, and, according to the re- 
port, decreed or refufed the honours of fe- 
pulture. The place of the Catacombs, ac- 
cording to Diodorus Siculus, was furrounded 

with deep canals, beautiful meadows, and a 
wildernefs of groves. And it is univerfally 
known the grcateft part of the Grecian fa- 
bles were fabricated from the cufloms and 
opinions of Egypt. Several other nations 
have alfo claimed the honour of affording 
the idea of the fields of the Blefled. Even . 
the Scotch challenge it. Many Grecian fa- 
bles, fays an author of that country, are 
evidently founded on the reports of the Phoe- 
nician failors. That.thefe navigators traded 
to the coafls of Britain is certain. In the 
middle of fummer, the feafon when the an- 
cients performed their voyages, for about fix 
weeks there is no night over the Orkney 
iflands ; the diflc of the fun during that 
time fcarcely finking below the horizon. 
This appearance, together with the calm 
which ufually prevails at that feafon, and 
the beautiful verdure of the iflands, could 
not fail to excite the admiration of the 
Tyrians; and their accounts of the place 
naturally afforded the idea that thefe iflands 
were inhabited by the fpirits of the Juft. 
This, fays our author, is countenanced by 
Homer, who places his iflands of the Happy 
at the extremity of the ocean. That the 
fables of Scylla, the Gorgadcs, and fcveral 
others, were founded on the accounts of na- 
vigators, feems probable ; and on this fuppo- 
fition the  Infulae Fottunatx, and Purpura- 

nia;, 
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Where winding oft the Guadiana roves, 

And Douro murmurs through the flowery groves. 

Here with his bones he left his deathlefs fame, 

And Lufitania's clime mall ever bear his name. 

That other chief th'embroider'd filk difplays, 

Toft o'er the deep whole years of weary days 

On Tago's banks at laft his vows he "paid : 

To Wifdom's godlike power, the Jove-born Maid, 

Who fired his lips with eloquence divine, 

On Tago's banks he reared the hallowed fhrine. 

UlyfTes he, though fated to deftroy 

On Afian ground the heaven-built towers of c Troy, 

On Europe's ftrand, more grateful to the fkies, 

He bade th' eternal walls of Lifbon * rife. 

But who that godlike terror of the plain, 

Who ftrews the fmoaking field with heaps of flain ? 

nix, now the Canary and Madeira ifland , * On Europe's ftrand, more grateful to the 
nlfo claim the honour of giving colours to the fk'"s, 
defcription of Elyfium.    The truth however He bate tb' eternal walls o/Lifion rife.  
appears to be this ; That a place of happi- For fome account of this tradition fee the 
nefs is referved for the fpirits of the Good is note p.  107.    Antient traditions, however 
the natural  fuggeflion of that anxiety and fabulous, have a good effeft in poetry.   Vir- 
hope concerning the future, which animates gil has not fcrupled to infert one, which re- 
the human breaft.  All the barbarous nations quired an apology. 
of Africa and America agree in placing their  Prifca fides faclo, fed fama terennls. 
heaven in beautiful i (lands at an immenfe Spenfer has given us the hiftory of Brute and 
diftance over the ocean.    The idea is uni- his defendants at full length in the Faerie 
verfal, and is natural to every nation in the Queene;   and Milton, it is known, was fo 
ftate of barbarous fimplicity. fond of that abfurd legend, that he intended 

c —The beaven-tuilt towers of Troy  to write a poem  on  the  fubjeft ;   and by 
Alluding to the fable of Neptune, Apollo, this fondnels was induced to mention it as a 
And Laomedon. truth in his introduction to the hiftory of 

England. 
What 
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What numerous legions fly in dire difmay, 

Whofe ftandards wide the eagle's wings difplay ? 

The Pagan asks; the brother e Chief replies, 

Unconquer'd deem'd, proud Rome's dread ftandard flies. 

His crook thrown by, fired by his nation's woes, 

The hero fhepherd Viriatus rofe; 

His country faved proclaim'd his warlike fame, 

And Rome's wide empire trembled at his name. 

That generous pride which Rome to Pyrrhus bore f, 

To him they fhew'd not; for they fear'd him more. 

Not on the field o'ercome by manly force, 

Peaceful he flept, and now a murdered corfe 

By treafon flain he lay.    How ftern, behold, 

That other hero, firm, erect, and bold : 

The power by which he boafted he devined, 

Befide him pictur'd (lands, the milk-white hind : 

Injured by Rome, the item Sertorius fled 

To Tago's fhore, and Lufus' offspring led ; 

Their worth he knewj in fcatter'd flight lie drove 

The ftandards painted with the birds of Jove. 

And lo, the flag whofe fliining colours own 

The glorious Founder of the Lufian throne! 

e —the brother Chief— Paulus de Gama. famous aflaflination of Viriatus, that the Ro- 
f That generous pride ivhieb Rome to Pjr- man fenate did him great honour; ut vule- 

rbus here.—-When Pyrrhus king of Epirus retur aliter tiici non pctuiffe; it was a con- 
was at war with the Romans, his phyfician feflton that the/ could not othcrwife conquer 
offered to poifon him. The fenate rejected him. Vid. Flor. 1. 17. For a fuller account 
the propofal, and acquainted Pyrrhus of the of this great mai, fee the note on p. 13. 
defigned treafon.   Floras remarks on th; in- 

Some 
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Some deem the warrior of Hungarian s race, 

Some from Loraine the godlike hero trace. 

From Tagus' banks the haughty Moor expell'd, 

Galicia's fons, and Leon's warriors quell'd, 

To weeping Salem's ever-hallowed meads, 

His warlike bands the holy Henry leads, 
By holy war to fandlify his crown, 

And to his lateft race aufpicious waft it down. 

And who this awful Chief? aloud exclaims 

The wondering Regent, o'er the field he flames 

In dazzling fleel, wheree'r he bends his courfe 

The battle finks beneath his headlong force-, 

Againfl his troops, though few, the numerous foes 

In vain their fpears and towery walls oppofe. 

With fmoaking blood his armour fprinkled o'er, 

High to the knees his courfer paws in gore •, 

O'er crowns and blood-flain'd enfigns fcatter'd round 

He rides -, his courfer's brazen hoofs refound. 

In that great chief, the fecond GAMA cries, 

The firft h Alonzo flrikes thy wondering eyes. 

From Lufus' realm the Pagan Moors he drove; 

Heaven, whom he loved, befiow'd on him fuch love, 

S Some dttm the hiro of Hungarian race— h The firfi Alonzo        King of Portugal. 
See the note on p. 95. Seep. 96, &c. 

T t Beneath 
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Beneath him, bleeding of its mortal wound, 

The Moorifh ftrength lay proftrate on the ground. 

Nor Ammon's fon, nor greater Julius dared 

With troops fo few, with hofts fo numerous warr'd: 

Fame faw his godlike deeds, and folemn fwore, 

To boaft unmatched the Roman name no more. 

Nor lefs mall Fame the fubject heroes own : 

Behold that hoary warrior's rageful frown ? 

On his young pupil's flight his burning ' eyes 

He darts, and, Turn thy flying hoft, he cries, 

Back to the field The Veteran and the Boy 

Back to the field exult with furious joy : 

Their ranks mow'd down, the boailful foe recedes, 

The vanquifli'd triumph, and the vidlor bleeds. 

Again, that mirror of unfhaken faith, 

Egaz behold, a chief felf-doom'd to k death. 

Beneath Caftilia's fword his monarch lay -, 

Homage he vow'd his helplefs king mould pay; 

His haughty king relieved, the treaty fpurns, 

With confcious pride the noble Egaz burns -, 

1 On his young pupiVs flight. "Some, k Egar. behold, a chieffelf-doom'dto ifeatb. 
indeed, moll writers fay,   that the 'qaeen        See the fame ftory, p. 99.    Though 
(of whom fee p. 96.) advancing with her hiflory affords  no authentic document of 
army towards Guimaraez, the king, with- this tranfadlion, tradition, the Poet's autho- 
out waiting till his governor joined him, rity, is not filent.    And the monument of 
engaged them  and was routed :  but that Egaz in  the monaflery of Paco de Souza 
afterwards the remains of his army being gives it countenance.    Egaz and his family 
joined by the troops under the command of are there reprefented, in bas relief, in the 
Egaz  Munitz, engaged the army of the attitude and garb, fays Caftera, as dcfcribed 
queen a fecond time, and gained a complete by Camocns. 
viaory." Univ. Hift. 

His 
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His comely fpoufe and infant race he leads, 

Himfelf the famer in fentenced felons' weeds, 

Around their necks the knotted halters bound, 

With naked feet they tread the flinty ground j 

And proftrate now before Caflilia's throne 

Their offer'd lives their monarch's pride atone. 

Ah ! Rome no more thy generous.conful ' boaft, 

Whofe lorn fubmiflion faved his ruin'd hofl: 

No father's woes aiTail'd his ftedfaft mind; 

The deareft ties the Lufian chief refign'd. 

There, by the ftream, a Town befieged behold, 

The Moorifti tents the fhatter'd walls infold. 

Fierce as the lion from the covert fprings, 
When hunger gives his rage the whirlwind's wings; 

From ambufti, lo, the valiant Fuaz pours, 

And whelms in fudden rout th' aftonifh'd Moors. 

The Moorim king in captive chains he m fends; 

And low at Lifbon's throne the royal captive bends. 

Fuaz again the artifl's fkill difplays; 

Far o'er the ocean fhine his enfign's rays: 

1 Ah Rome! no more thy generous conful Don Fuaz Roupinho was   named  COT. 
boaft Sc. Pollhumus, who, overpowered Fuaz,  after having gamed the nrlt naval 
by the Samnites, fubmitted to the indignity viftory of the Portuguere, alfo experienced 
of pafling under the yoke or gallows. their firft defeat.    W.th one and twenty fa.l 

»' TbiMoorilh king The Alcaydes, or he attacked fifty-four large ga lies of the 
tributary Governors under the Miramolin Moors.     The   fea,  fays  Brandan    which 
or Emperor of Morocco,  are often by the had lately furnimed him with trophies, now 
Spanifh and Portuguefe writers flilcd kin&s. fupplied him with a tomb. 
He who was furprized and taken prifoner by 

T t 2 In 



326 THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. BOOK VIII. 

In crackling flames the Moorifh galleys fly, 

And the red blaze afcends the blufhing fky : 

O'er Avila's high fteep the flames afpire, 

And wrap the forefts in a fheet of fire : 

There feem the waves beneath the prows to boil; 

And diflant far around for many a mile 

The glafly deep reflects the ruddy blaze ; 

Far on the edge the yellow light decays, 

And blends with hovering blacknefs.    Great and dread 

Thus fhone the day when firfl the combat bled, 

The nrft our heroes battled on the main, 

The glorious prelude of our naval reign, 

Which now the waves beyond the burning zone, 

And northern Greenland's frofl-bound billows own. 

Again behold brave Fuaz dares the fight! 

O'erpower'd he finks beneath the Moorifh might; 

Smiling in death the martyr-hero lies, 

And lo, his foul triumphant mounts the fkies. 

Here now behold, in warlike pomp pourtray'd, 

A foreign navy brings the pious " aid. 

Lo,  marching from the decks the fquadrons fpread, 

Strange their attire, their afpedt firm and dread. 

The holy Crofs their enfigns bold difplay, 

To Salem's aid they plough'd the watery way; 

» 4foreign navj brings the pitui aid—A navy of crufaders, mortly Englifh.   See p. 108. 

Yet 
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Yet firft, the caufe the fame, on Tago's fhore 

They dye their maiden fwords in Pagan gore. 

Proud flood the Moor on Lifbon's warlike towers, 

From Lifbon's walls they drive the Moorifh powers: 

Amid the thickeft of the glorious fight, 

Lo, Henry falls, a gallant German knight, 

A martyr falls: That holy tomb behold, 

There waves the blofTom'd palm, the boughs of gold: 

O'er Henry's grave the facred plant arofe, 

And from the leaves, heaven's gift, gay health redundant ° flows. 

Aloft, unfurl j the valiant Paulus cries, 

Inftant new wars on new-fpread enfigns rife. 

In robes of white behold a prieft p advance ! 

His fword in fplinters fmites the Moorifh lance: 

Arronchez won revenges Lira's fall: 

And lo, on fair Savilia's batter'd wall, 

How boldly calm amid the cradling fpears, 

That hero-form the Lufian ftandard rears. 

There bleeds the war on fair Vandalia's plain : 

Lo, rufhing through the Moors o'er hills of flain 

n And from the leaves This Legend 
is mentioned by fome ancient Portuguefe 
chronicles. Homer would have availed him- 
felf, as Camoens has done, of a tradition 
fo enthufiaftical, and charafleriftic of the 
age. Henry was a native of Bonneville 
near Cologn.   His tomb, fays Caftera, is 

ftill  to be feen in the Monaftery of St. 
Vincent, but without the palm. 

P In robes of-while behold a prirji advance. 
—Theotonius, prior of the regulars of St. 
Auguftine of Conymbra. Some ancient 
Chronicles relate this circumftance as men- 
tioned by Camoens. Modern writers aflert, 
that he never quitted his breviary.   Cajlera. 

The 
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The hero rides, and proves by genuine claim 

The fon of Egas 9, and his worth the fame. 

Pierced by his dart the ftandard-bearer dies; 

Beneath his feet the Moorifh ftandard lies: 

High o'er the field, behold the glorious blaze I 

The vi&or-youth the Lufian flag difplays, 

I/O, while the moon through midnight azure rides, 

From the high wall adown his fpear-ftaff glides 

The dauntlefs Gerrald : in his left he r bears 

Two watchmen's heads, his right the faulchion rears : 

The gate he opens, fwift from ambufh rife 

His ready bands, the city falls his prize : 

Evora {till the grateful honour pays, 

Her banner'd flag the mighty deed difplays : 

There frowns the hero; in his left he bears 

The two cold heads, his right the faulchion rears. 

Wrong'd by his king, and burning for ' revenge, 

Behold his arms that proud CaAilian change; 

* The fon of Egas—He was named Mem who foon became matters of the place. Thi* 
Moniz, and was fon of Egas Moniz, cele- exploit had its dcfired efFeft.    The king 
brated for the furrender of himfelf and fa- pardoned Gerrald, and made him governor 
mily to  the king of  Caftilc,  as already of Evora.   A knight with a fword in one 
mentioned. hand, and  two heads in the other, from 

' The dauntlefs Gerrald— " He was a man that time became the armorial bearing, of 
of rank, who,.in order to avoid the legal the city."   Caftera. 
punimment to which feveral crimes rendered * Wrong'd by bis king—Don Pedro Fer- 
him obnoxious, put himfelf at the head of nando de Caftro, injured by the family "of 
a party of Freebooters. Tiring, however Lara, and denied redrew by the king of 
of that life, he refolved to reconcile himfelf CafHle, took the infamous revenge of bear- 
to his fovereign by fome noble aftion. Full ing arms againft his native country. At 
of this idea, one evening he entered Evora, the head of a'Moorifh army he committed 
which then belonged to the Moors. In the feveral outrages in Spain; but was totally 
night he-killed the centinels of one of the defeated in PortugaL 
gates, which he opened to his companions, 

The 
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The Moorkh buckler on his breaft he bears, 

And leads the fierceft of the Pagan fpears. 

Abrantes falls beneath his raging force, 

And now to Tagus bends his furious courfe. 

Another fate he met on Tagus' more, 

Brave Lopez from his brows the laurels tore ; 

His bleeding army ftrew'd the thirfty ground, 

And captive chains the rageful Leader bound. 

Refplendant far that holy chief behold ! 

Afide he throws the facred ftaff of gold 

And wields the fpear of fteel.    How bold advance 

The numerous Moors, and with the refted lance 

Hem round the trembling Lufians.    Calm and bold 

Still towers the prieft, and lo, the flues * unfold: 

Cheer'd by the vifion brighter than the day 

The Lufians trample down the dread array 

Of Hagar's legions: on the reeking plain 
Low with their flaves four haughty kings lie flain. 

In vain Alcazar rears her brazen walls, 

Before his rufhing hoft Alcazar falls. 

There, by his altar, now the hero mines, 

And with the warrior's palm his mitre twines. 

.  mi h, thjkies unfold-- Accord-       fly, when, at the V^g^J^l 

S», being fiddenly forroonded by a „u-      the conquell of Alcazar crowned the T,C 
merous party of the enemy, were ready to      tory.     Cajlcra. 

That 
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That chief behold : though proud Caftilia's hoft 

He leads, his birth (hall Tagus ever boaft. 

As a pent flood burfts headlong o'er the ftrand 

So pours his fury o'er Algarbia's land : 

Nor rampired town, nor caitlcd rock afford 

The refuge of defence from Payo's fword. 

By night-veil'd art proud Sylves falls his prey, 

And Tavila's high walls at middle day 

Fearlefs he fcales: her ftreets in blood deplore 

The feven brave hunters murder'd by the u Moor. 

Thefe three bold knights how dread !   Thro' Spain and w France 

At juft and tournay with the tilted lance 

Victors they rode : Caftilia's court beheld 

Her peers o'erthrown ; the peers with rancour fwell'd : 

The braveft of the Three their fwords furround; 

Brave Ribcir ftrews them vanquifh'd o'er the ground. 

Now let thy thoughts, all wonder and on fire, 

That darling fon of warlike Fame admire. 

her Jirtils in blood deplore 
The/even brave hunters murder'd by the Moor 
 " During a truce with the Moors, fix 
cavaliers of the order of St. James were, 
while on a hunting party, furrounded and 
killed by a numerous body of the Moors. 
During the-fight, in which the gentlemen 
fold their lives dear, a common carter, 
named Garcias Rodrigo, who chanced to 
pafs that way, came generoufly to their af- 
fiftance, and loft his life along with them. 
The Poet, in giving all feven the fame title, 
lhews us that virtue conftitutes true nobility. 
Don Payo de Correa, grand mafter of the 
order of St. James, revenged the death of 

thefe brave unfortunates, by the fack of 
Tavila, where his juft rage put the garrifon 
to the fword."    Cajlera. 

w Thefe Three bold knightt bow dread!  
Nothing can give us a ftronger pifture of 
the romantic character of their age, than 
the manners of thefe champions, who were 
gentlemen of birth ; and who, in the true 
fpirit of knight-errantry, went about from 
court to court in queft of adventures. Their 
names were, Goncalo Ribeiro; Ferdando 
Martinez de Santarene ; and Vafco Anez, 
fofter-brothcr to Mary, queen of Caftile, 
daughter of Alonzo IV. of Portugal. 

Proftrate 
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Proftrate at proud Caftilia's monarch's feet 

His land lies trembling: lo, the nobles meet: 

Softly they feem to breathe, and forward bend 

The fervile neck ; each eye diftrufts his friend; 

Fearful each tongue to fpeak; each bofom cold: 

When colour'd with ftern rage, erect and bold 

The hero rifes ; Here no foreign throne 

mall fix its bafe ; my native king alone 

Shall reign Then rufliing to the fight he leads; 

Low vanquiuYd in the duft Caftilia bleeds. 

Where proudeft hope might deem it vain to dare, 

God led him on, and crown'd the glorious war. 

Though fierce as numerous are the hofts that dwell 

By Betis* ftream, thefe hofts before him fell. 

The fight behold: while abfent from his bands, 

Preft on the ftep of flight his army ftands, 

To call the chief an herald fpeeds away: 

Low on his knees the gallant chief furvey! 

He pours his foul, with lifted hands implores, 

And heaven's aflifting arm, infpired, adores. 

Panting and pale the herald urges fpeed : 

With holy truft of vi&ory decreed, 
Carelefs he anfwers, Nothing urgent calls : 

And foon the bleeding foe before him falls. 

To Numa thus the pale Patricians fled j 

The hoftile fquadrons o'er the kingdom fpread, 
•      U  u They 
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They cry; unmoved the holy king replies, 

And I, behold, am offering * facrifice ! 

Earneft I fee thy wondering eyes enquire 

Who this illuftrious chief, his country's fire ? 
The Lufian Scipio well might fpeak his v fame, 

But nobler Nunio mines a greater name : 

On earth's green bofom, or on ocean grey, 

A greater never mall the Sun furvey. 

Known by the filver crofs and fable * mield 

Two knights of Malta there command the field; 

From Tago's banks they drive the fleecy prey, 

And the tired ox lows on his weary way : 

When, as the falcon through the forefl: glade 

Darts on the leveret, from the brown-wood lhade 

Darts Koderic on their rear; in fcatter'd flight 

They leave the goodly herds the vidtor's right. 

* And 1, behold, am offering faerifice— 
This line, the fimplicity of which, I think, 
contains great dignity, is adopted from 
Fanfhaw, 

And I, ye fee, am offering faerifice.— 

who has here catched the fpirit of the ori- 
ginal: 

A quern Iht a dura no<va tjlava dando, 
Pott eu rcfronde ejtcu facrifuaaih. 

i. e. To whom when they told the dreadful 
ridings, " And I, he replies, am facrifieing." 
The piety of Numa was crowned with vic- 
tory. Vid. Plut. in vit. Num. 

1 The Lufian Scipio -well might /peak hit 
fame, 

But nobler Nunio Jhines a greater name 
Caftera juftly obferves the happinefs with 

which Camoens introduces the name of this 
truly great man. II <va, fays he, // nommer 
tout a rheure avee une adrejfe et une magnifi- 
cence digue d'unfi beaufujet. 

1 7ivo knights of Malta—Thefe knights 
were firft named knights Hofpitallars of 
St. John of Jerufalem, afterwards knights 
of Rhodes, from whence they were driven 
to Medina, ere Malta was afligned to them, 
where they now remain. By their oath of 
knighthood they are bound to proteft the 
Holy Sepulchre from the profanation of In- 
fidels ; and immediately on taking this oath, 
they retire to their colleges.where they live on 
their revenues in all the idlenefs of monkifh 
luxury. Their original habit was. black 
with a white crofs; their arms Gules, a 
Crofs, Argent. 

Again 
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Again, behold, in gore he bathes his fword; 

His captive friend, to liberty * reftor'd, 

Glows to review the caufe that wrought his woe, 

The caufe, his loyalty as taintlefs fnow. 

Here Treafon's well-earn'd meed allures thine eyes, 

Low groveling in the duft the Traytor dies; 

Great Elvas gave the blow : Again, b behold, 

Chariot and fleed in purple flaughter roll'd : 

Great Elvas triumphs ; wide o'er Xeres' plain 

Around him reeks the nobleft blood of Spain. 

Here Lifbon's fpacious harbour meets the view ; 

How vaft the foe's, the Lufian fleet how few ! 

Cafteel's proud war-fhips, circling round, enclofe 

The Lufian galleys j through their thundering rows, 

Fierce prefling on, Pereira fearlefs rides, 

His hooked irons grafp the Amm'ral's fides: 

Confufion maddens; on the dreadlefs knight 

Caftilia's navy pours its gather'd might: 

» His captive friend Before John 1*. thine gw-While the kingdom of Portugal 
' mounted the throne of Portugal, one Vafco was divided, feme holding with John the 

Porcallo was governor of Villaviciofa. Ro- newly eleded king, and others with the 
deric de Landroal and his friend Alvarez king of Caftile, Rodenc Mann, governor 
Cuvtado, having difcovered that he was in of Campo-Major, declared for the latter, 
the intereft of the king of Caftile, drove Fernando d'Elvas endeavoured to gain him 
him from his town and fortrefs. On the to the intereft ef his native prince, and a 
cllablimment of king John, Porcallo had conference, with the ufual afluranccs of 
the art to obtain the favour of that prince, fafety, was agreed to. Mann, at this meet- 
but no fooner was he rc-inltated in the gar- ing, feized upon Elvas, and fent him pri- 
rifon, than he delivered it up to the Caili- foncr to his caftlc. Elvas having recovered 
Hans • and plundered the houfe of Cuytado, his liberty, a few days after met his enemy 
whom, with his wife, he made prifoner ; in the field, whom in his turn he made cap- 
and under a numerous party, ordered to be tive; and the traitcrous Mann, notwiih- 
f-nt to Olivcnca. Roderic de Landroal ftanding the endeavours of their captain to 
hearing of this, attacked and defeated the favchis life, met the reward of his treafon 
efcort, and fet his friend at liberty. Cajiera. from the foldiers of Elvas. Partly from 

» H,re treafon's wll-tarn'd meed allures Cafera. 
U u 2 Pereira 
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Pereira dies, their felf-devote'd prey,' 

And fafe the Lufian galleys fpeed c away. 

Lo, where the lemon-trees from yon green hill 

Throw their cool fhadows o'er the chryftal rill; 

There twice two hundred fierce Caftilian foes 

Twice eight, forlorn, of Lufian race enclofe : 

Forlorn they feem; but taintlefs flow'd their blood 

From thofe three hundred who of old withftood, 

Withftood, and from a thoufand Romans tore 

The victor-wreath, what time the d fliepherd bore 
The leader's ftaff of Lufus : equal * flame 

Infpired thefe few, their victory the fame. 

Though twenty lances brave each fingle fpear, 

Never the foes fuperior might to fear 

Is our inheritance, our native right, 

Well tried, well proved in many a dreadful fight. 

That dauntlcfs earl behold; on Libya's coaft, 

Far from the fuccour of the Lufian f hoft, 

c And fafe the Lufian galleys fpeed a-ivay. 
—A numerous fleet of the Caftilians being 
on their way to lay fiege to Lifbon, Ruy 
Pereyra, the Portugufe commander, feeing 
no poffibility of vi£>ory, boldly attacked the 
Spanifli admiral. The fury of his onfet put 
the Caftilians in diforder, and allowed thi 
Portuguefe galleys a fafe efcape. In this 
brave piece of fcrvicc the gallant Pereyra 
loft his life.    Cajiera. 

*   the Jhetberd—Viriatus. 
e  equal fame infpirei thefe few  

The Caftilians having laid fiege to Almada, 
a fortrefs on a mountain near Lifbon, the 
garrifon, in the utmoft diilrefs for water, 

were obliged at times to make failles to the 
bottom of the hill in queft of it. Seventeen 
Portuguefe thus employed, were one day at- 
tacked by four hundred of the enemy. They 
made a brave defence and happy retreat into 
their fortrefs.    Cajiera. 

1 Far from the fuccour of the Lufian hoft— 
When Alonzo V. took Ceuta, Don Pedro de 
Menczcs, was the only officer in the army 
who was willing to become governor of that 
fortrefs; which, on account of the uncer- 
tainty of fuccour from Portugal, and the 
earneft defire of the Moors to regain it, 
was deemed untenable. He gallantly de- 
fended his poft in two fevere Ceges. 

Twice 
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Twice hard befieged he holds the Ceutan towers 

Againft the banded might of Afric's powers. 

That * other earl;—behold the port he bore, 

So trod ftern Mars on Thracia's hills of yore. 

What groves of fpears Alcazar's gates furround ! 

There Afric's nations blacken o'er the ground. 

A thoufand enfigns glittering to the day 

The waining moon's flant filver horns difplay. 

In vain their rage; no gate, no turret falls, 

The brave De Vian guards Alcazar's walls. 

In hopelefs conflict loft, his king appears ; 

Amid the thickeft of the Moorifti fpears 

Plunges bold Vian : in the glorious ftrife 

He dies, and dying faves his fovereign's life. 

Illuftrious, lo, two brother-heroes mine, 

Their birth,  their deeds,   adorn the royal line > 

To every king of princely Europe known f, 

In every court the gallant Pedro fhone. 

The glorious % Henry — kindling at his name 

Behold my failors' eyes all fparkle flame ! 
' That ether earl He was the natural mod every court of Europe, but he princi- 

fon of Don Pedro de Menezes.    Alonzo V. pally   diftinguifhed   himfelf in   Germany; 
one day having lode out from Ceuta with a where, under the ftandards of the emperor 
few attendants was attacked by a numerous Sigifmond, he fignalifed his valour in the 
party of the Moors, when De Vian, and war againft the Turks.    Cajiera. 
fome others under him,  at  the cxpcncc of « The ghr-ous Henry In purfuance of 
their own lives, pnrchafed  the fafe retreat the reafon  afligncd in the preface, the tran- 
of their fovercign.                                      , flator has here taken the liberty to make a 

t  tivo brother-heroes Jhine The tranfpofition   in   the order of  his author. 
fons of John I.   Don Pedro was called the In Camocns, Don Pedro de Mcnczcs, and 
Ulyfles of his age, on account both of his his fon De Vian, conclude the defcription of 
eloquence and his voyages.  He vifited al- the pictured enfigns. Don Henry, the grcatcft 

man 
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Henry the chief, who firft, by heaven infpired, 

To deeds unknown before, the failor fired, 

The confcious failor left the fight of fhore, 

And dared new oceans never ploughed before. 

man perhaps that ever Portugal produced, 
has certainly the beft title to clofe this pro- 
ceffion of the Lufian heroes. And as he was 
the father of navigation, particularly of the 
voyage of Gama, to Aim up the narrative 
with his encomium, it may be hoped has 
even fome critical propriety. It remains 
now to make a few obfervations on this 
feeming epifode of Camoens. The fhield 
of Achilles has had many imitators, fome 
in one degree, others in another. The imi- 
tation of Ariofto, in the xxxm canto of his 
Orlando Furiofo, is moll fancifully ingenious; 
and on this undoubtedly the Portuguefe poet 
had his eye. Pharamond king of France, 
having refolved to conquer Italy, defires the 
friendihip of Arthur king of Britain. Ar- 
thur fends Merlin the magician to aflift him 
with advice. Merlin by his fupcrnatural 
art raifes a fumptuous hall, on the fides of 
which all the future wars, unfortunate to 
the French in their invafions of Italy, are 
painted in colours exceeding the pencils 
of the greateft matters. A defcriptton of 
thefe piftures, an epifode much longer than 
this of Camoens, is given to the heroine 
Bradamant, by the knight who kept the 
callle of Sir Triftram, the place where the 
inchantcd hall remained. But though the 
poetry be plcafing, the whole fiftion, unlefs 
to amufe the warlike lady, has nothing to 
do with the aftion of the poem. Unity of 
defign however, is neither claimed hy Ariofto 
in the exordium of his work, nor attempted 
in the execution. An examination therefore 
of the conduct of Homer and Virgil will be 
more applicable to Camoens. To give a 
landfcape of the face of the country which 
is the fcene of acYion, or to defcribe the 
heroes and their armour, are the becoming 
ornaments of an epic poem. Milton's beau- 
tiful defcription of Eden, and the admirable 
painting of the fhield of Achilles, are like 
the embroidery of a fuit of cloaths, a part 
of the fubject, and injure not the graccful- 
nefi of the make ; or in other words, deftroy 
not the unity of the a&ion.   Yet let it be 

obferved, that admirable as they are, the 
pictures on the fhield of Achilles, confidered 
by themfelves, have no relation to the action 
of the Iliad. If fix of the apartments may 
be faid to roufe the hero to war, the other 
fix may with equal juftice be called an ob- 
vious admonition or a charge to turn huf- 
bandman. In that part of the Eneid where 
Virgil greatly improves upon his mafter, in 
the vifions of his future race which Anchifes 
gives to Eneas in Elyfium, the bnfinefs of 
the poem is admirably fuftained, and the 
hero is infpired to encounter every danger on 
the view of fo great a reward. The de- 
fcription of the fhield of Eneas however is 
lafs connefted with the conduct of the fable. 
Virgil indeed intended that his poem fhould 
contain all the honours of his country, and 
has therefore charged the fhield of his hero 
with what parts of the Roman hiftory were 
omitted in the vifion of Elyfium. But fo 
foreign are thefe pictures to the war with 
Tumus, that the poet himfelf tells us Eneas 
was ignorant of the hiftory which they con- 
tained. 

T"alia, per clypeutn Vulcani, dona parentis 
Miratur: rerumque ignarus imagine gaudet. 

Thefe obfervations, which the tranflator 
b:lievcs have cfcaped the critics, were fug- 
gefted to him by the condufl of Camoens, 
whofc defign, like that of Virgil,was to write 
a poem which might contain all the triumphs 
of his country. As the fhield of Eneas fup- 
plics what could not be introduced in the 
vifion of Elyfium, fo the enfigns of Gama 
complete the purpofc of the third and fourth 
Lufiads. The ufe of that long epifode, the 
converfation with the king of Melinda, and 
its connection with the fubjedl, have been 
already obferved. The feeming epifode of 
the pictures, while it fulfils the promife, 

And all my country's -wars the fong adorn— 

is alfo admirably connected with the condufl 
of the poem. The Indians naturally defire 
to be informed of the country, the hiftory, 

and 
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The various wealth of every diftant land 

He bade his fleets explore, his fleets command. 

The ocean's great Difcoverer he mines j 

Nor lefs his honours in the martial lines: 

The painted flag the cloud-wrapt fiege difplays, 

There Ceuta's rocking wall its truft betrays. 

Black yawns the breach ; the point of many a fpear 

Gleams through the fmoke; loud fhouts aftound the ear. 

Whofe ftep firft trod the dreadful pafs ? whofe fvvord 

Hew'd its dark way, firft with the foe begored ? 

'Twas thine, O glorious Henry, firft to dare 

The dreadful pafs, and thine to clofe the war. 

and power of their foreign vifitors, and Pau- 
lut lets it before their eyes. In every pro- 
greffion of the fcenery the bnfinefs^ of the 
poem advances. The regent and his atten- 
dants are ftruck with the warlike grandeur 
and power of the ftrangers, and to accept of 
their friendfhip, or to prevent the forerun- 
ners of fo martial a nation to carry home 
the tidings of the difcovery of India, becomes 
the great objeft of their confideration. And 
from the paffions of the Indians and Moors, 
thus agitated, the great cataftrophe of the 
Lufiad is both naturally and artfully pro- 
duced. 

As every reader is not a critic in poetry, 
to fomc perhaps the expreffions 

And the tired ox lows on his weary way  
. loud (houts aftound the ear 
And the abrupt fpeech of an enraged war- 
rior, afcribed to a pi&ure, 

__— Here no foreign throne 
Shall fix its bafe, mj native king alone 
Shall reign  

may appear as unwarrantable This how- 
ever, let them be aflured, is the language of 
the genuine fpirit of poetry, when the pro- 
ductions of the filler mufe are the objeft of 
defcription. Let one very bold inftance of 
this appear in the pi&ure of the dance of the 

youths and maidens on the Ihield of Achilles* 
thus faithfully rendered by Mr. Pope ; 

Now all at once they rife, at once defcend, 
With well-taught feel: now ftiape, in oblique 

ways, 
Confus'dly regular, the moving maze : 
Now forth at once, too fwift for light they fpring, 
And undiftinguilh'd blend the flying ring: 
So whirls a wheel, in giddy circles toft, 
And rapid as it runs, the fingle fpokes are loft. 
The gazing multitudes admire around : 
Two aflive tumblers in the center bound ; 
Now high, now low, their pliant limbs tlicy 

bend : 
And gen'ral longs the fprightly revel end. 

II. xvm. 
Sometimes when defcribing a picture, poetry 
will fay, the figures feem to mo\'e, to trem- 
ble, or to fing. Homer lias once or twice, 
on the fhicld of his hero, given this hint how 
to underftand him. But often to repeat the 
qualification were quite oppofite to the 
bold and free fpirit of pocty, which de- 
lights in perfonification, and in giving life 
and paflion to everything it defcribes. It is 
owing to the fuperior force of this fpirit,- 

together with the more beautiful colouring 
of its landfcape-vLews, that the (hield of 
Achilles, in poetical merit, fo greatly excels 
the buckler of Eneas, though the divine workr 
man of the latter, had die former as a pattern, 
before htm. , 

Taught 
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Taught by his might, and humbled in her gore 

The boaflful pride of -Afric tower'd no more. 

Numerous though thefe, more numerous warriors mine 

Th' illuftrious glory of the Lufian line. 

But ah, forlorn, what fhame to barbarous " pride ! 

Friendlefs the mailer of the pencil died ; 

Immortal fame his deathlefs labours gave ; 

Poor man, He funk negle&ed to the grave ! 

The gallant Paulus faithful thus explain'd 

The various deeds the pictured flags contain'd. 

Still o'er and o'er,  and ftill again untired, 

The wondering Regent of the wars enquired ; 

Still wondering heard the various pleafing tale, 

Till o'er the decks cold fighed the evening gale : 

The falling darknefs dimm'd the eaftern fliore, 

And twilight hover'd o'er the billows hoar 

Far to the weft, when with his noble band 

The thoughtful Regent fought his native ftrand. 

h But ah, forlorn, ivbat Jhame to barbarous 
pride In the original, 

Mat faltamlbes pinctl, faltainlhts corn, 
Honra, fnmio, favor, que as artet criao. 

" But the pencil was wanting, colours were 
" wanting, honour, reward, favour, the 
" nouriftiers of the arts." This feemed to 
the tranflator as an impropriety, and con- 
trary to the purpofe of the whole fpeech of 
Paulus, which was to give the Catual a high 
idea of Portugal.   In the fate of the ima- 

ginary painter, the Lufian poet gives us the 
pifture of his own, and refentment wrung 
this impropriety from him.    The fpirit of 
the complaint however is preferved in the 
tranflation.    The couplet, 

Immortal fame his deathlefs labours gave j 
Poor man, He funk neglefled to the grave ! 

is not in the original.    It is the figh of in- 
dignation over the unworthy fate of the un- 
happy Camoens. 

O'er 
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O'er the tall mountain-foreft's waving boughs 
Aflant the new moon's ilender horns arofe; 

Near her pale chariot /hone a twinkling ftar. 

And, fave the murmuring of the wave afar, 

Deep-brooding filence reign'd ;> each labour clofed, 

In fleep's foft arms the fons of toil repofed. 

And now no more the moon her glimpfes fried, 

A fudden black-wing'd cloud the fky o'erfprcad, 

A fullen murmur through  the woodland groan'd, 

In woe-fwoln fighs the hollow winds bemoan'd; 

Borne on the plaintive gale a pattering fhower, 

Increafed the horrors of the evil hour. 

Thus when the great Earthfhaker rocks the ground, 

He* gives the prelude in a dreary found; 

O'er Nature's face a horrid gloom he throws, 

With difmal note the cock unufual crows, 

A fhrill-voiced howling trembles thro' the air 

As pafllng ghofts were weeping in defpair ; 

In-difmal yells the dogs confefs their fear, 

And fhivering own fome dreadful prefence near. 

So lower'd the night, the fullen howl the fame, 

And mid the black-wing'd gloom ftern Bacchus came ; 

The form and garb of Hagar's fon he took, 

The ghoft-like afpecl:, and the threatening ' look. 

1 The ghojl-like afpeEl and the thrcattning       trux  afpeSlus el  <vcx terribil'n, of a  fierce 
look.—Mohammed, by all hiftorians, ij de-       threatening afpeft, voice, and demeanour, 
fcribed as of a pale livid complexion, and 

Th en 



j4o THE       L  U   S   I   A  D.        BOOK VIII. 

Then o'er the pillow of a furious prieft, 

Whofe burning zeal the Koran's lore profeft, 

Revealed he ftood confpicuqus in a dream, 

His femblance fhining as the moon's pale gleam : -^ 

And guard, he cries, my fpn, Q timely guard, 

Timely defeat the dreadful fnare prepar'd: 

And canft thou carelefs unaffected fleep, 

While thefe ftern lawlefs rovers of the deep 

Fix on thy native more a foreign throne, 

Before whofe fteps thy lateft race mall groan \ 

He fpoke; cold horror fhook the Moorifh prieft ; 

He wakes, but foon reclines in wonted reft: 

An airy phantom, of the flumbering brain 

He deem'd the vifion ; when the Fiend again, 

With fterner mien and fiercer accent fpoke; 

Oh faithlefs ! worthy of the foreign yoke ! 

And knoweft thou: not thy prophet fent by heaven, 

By whom the Koran's facred lore was given, 

God's chiefeft gift to men: And muft I leave 

The bowers of Paradife, for you to grieve, 

For you to watch, while thoughtlefs of your woe 

Ye fleep, the carelefs vi&ims. of the foe j 

The foe, whofe rage will foon with cruel joy, 

If unoppofed, my facred fhrines deftroy. 

Then while kind heaven th' aufpicious hour beftows, 

Let every nerve their infant ftrength oppofe. 
When 
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When foftly umered by the milky k dawn 
The fun firit rifes o'er the daified lawn 

His filver luftre, as the finning dew 

Of radiance mild, unhurt the eye may view : 

But when on high the noon-tide flaming rays 

Give all the force of living fire to blaze, 

A giddy darknefs ftrikes the cortquer'd fight, 

That dares in all his glow the Lord of light. 

Such, if on India's foil the tender moot 

Of thefe proud cedars fix the ftubborn root, 

Such fhall your power before them fink decay'd, 

And India's ftrength fhall wither in their fhade. 

He fpoke j and inftant from his vot'ry's bed 

Together with repofc, the daemon fled j 

k JVbtnfoflly ujher'dby the mifty da-wn 
The fun frji rifts. " I deceive myfelf 
greatly, fays Caftera, if this fimile is not the 
molt noble and the mofl natural that can be 
found in any poem. It has been imitated 
by the Spanifh comedian, the illultrious Lo- 
pez de Vega, in his comedy of Orpheus and 
Eurydice, Aft I. Scene I. 

Cemo mirar putdt fir 
El fel al amanecer, 
I quando ft enciendt,  no." 

Caftera adds  a very loofe   tranflation  of 
thefe Spanifh lines in French verfe.    The 
literal Englifh is, At 1 hi fun may it btbtld 
at its riftng, but  nvbin iluftrioujlj kindled, 
cannot.     Naked however   as this   is,   the 
imitation of Camoens is evident.    As Caf- 
tera is fo very bold in his encomium of this 
fine fimile of the fun, it is but juftice to add 
his tranflation of it, together with the origi- 
nal Portuguefe, and the tranflation of Fan- 
Ihaw.   Thus the French tranflator.^ 

Lit ytux peuvint foutenir la tlarti dufoliil 
naif/ant, mail lorfqu'il i'tfl avanci dant fa 

tarritre luminluft, & quifrt ray out repandent 
lit ardturs du midi, on tatbtroit en vain de 
Penwfager; un prompt ameuglement feroit le 
prix de cette audate. 

Thus elegantly in the original ; 

Em quanto he fraea a forca delta gente, 
Ordena como em tudo fe refifta, 
Porque quando o Sol f.ie, facilmente 
Se pode nelle por a aguda vifta : 
Porem depots que fobe elaro, & ardente, 
Se a agude7a dos ollios o conquifta 
Tao eega fica, quando ficareis, 
Se raizes eriar Ihe nao tolheis. 

And thus humbled by Fanfhaw ; 
Now whilft this people's ftrength is not yet 

knit, 
Think how ye may refift them by all ways. 
For when the Sun is in his nonage yii, 
Upon his morning beauty Men may gaze j   • 
Bui let him once up 10 his xenitb git, 
He ftrikes ihem MWwiih his meridian rayt; 
So blind will ye be, if ye look not too't, 
If ye permit thefe cedars to take root. 

X   X   2 Again 
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Again cold horror (hook the zealot's frame, 

And all his hatred of Mefiiah's name 

Burn'd in his venom'd heart, while veil'd in night 

Right to the palace fped the dxmon's flight. 

Sleeplefs the king he found in dubious thought j 

His confcious fraud a thoufand terrors brought : 

All gloomy as the hour, around him (land 

With haggard looks the hoary magi ' band > 

To trace what fates on India's wide domain 

Attend the rovers from unheard of Spain, 

Prepared in dark futurity to prove 
The hell-taught rituals of infernal Jove r 

Muttering their charms and fpells of dreary found* 

With naked feet they beat the hollow ground ; 

Blue gleams-the altar's flame along the walls, 

With difmal hollow groans the vidlim falls -, 

With earneft eyes the prieftly band explore 

The entrails throbbing in the living gore. 

And lo, permitted by the power divine, 

The hovering da:mon gives the dreadful ™ fign. 

i ____., .Around him Jiand The Brahmins  are "never among modem 
With haggard hois the hoary magi tar.d—Oi writers called Magi. 
the Brahmins, the diviners of India     Am- • m The hovering damon gives the dreadful 
mianus Marcellinus,  1. 23, fays, that the f'gn.— This has an allufion to the truth of 
Perfian Magi derived their knowledge from hiftory. Barros relates, that an Augur being 
the Brachmanes of India.    And Arrianus, brought before the Zamorim,  " Em hum 
K 7. exprefly gives the Brahmins the name va/b de agua I'he mojlrara hunas nuos, que 
of Magi.   The Magi of India, fays he, told vin ham de muy longe para a India, e que a 
Alexander on his prctenfions Jo divinity, that gente d'ellas feria total def.ruicam dos Mou- 
in every thing he was like other men, except ros de aquellas partes.    In a vcflel of water 
that he took lefs reft, and did more mifchief. he mewed him fome mips which from a 

greai 
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Here furious War her gleamy faulchion draws, 

Here lean ribb'd Famine writhes her falling jaws -, 

Dire as the fiery peftilential ftar 

Darting his eyes, high on his trophied car 

Stern Tyranny fweeps wide o'er India's ground, 

On vulture wings fierce Rapine hovers round; 

Ills after ills, and India's fetter'd might, 

Th' eternal yoke loud fhrieking at the " fight 

The flarting wizards from the altar fly, 

And filent horror glares in every eye : 

Pale ftands the Monarch, loft in cold difmay, 

And now impatient waits the lingering day. 

With gloomy afpecT: rofe the lingering dawn, 

And dropping tears flow'd flowly o'er the lawn; 

The Moorifh Prieft with fear and vengeance fraught, 

Soon as the light appear'd his kindred fought-, 

great diftance came to India, the people of the heroes of the Lufiad, and the fruits of 
which would effett the utter fubverfion of the their difcovery. A little confideration how- 
Moors." Camoens has certainly chofen a ever will vindicate Camoens. It is the 
more poetical method of defcribing this Damon and the enemies of the Portuguefe 
divination, a^method in the fpirit of Virgil; who procure this divination ; every thing in 
nor in this is he inferior to his great maf- it h dreadful, on purpofe to determine the. 
ter. The fupernatural _ flame which feizes Zamorim to deftroy the fleet of Gama. 
on Lavinia, while affflling at the facriiice. In a former prophecy of the conqueft of 
alone excepted, every other part of the India, (when the Catual defcribes the fculp- 
augury of Latinus, and his dream in the ture of the royal palace) our poet has been 
Albunean foreft, whither he went to confult careful to afcribe the happieft effetts to the 
his anceflor the god Faunas, in dignity and difcovery of his heioes : 
poetical colouring,   cannot come in com- 
parifon  with the divination of the Magi, Be«»ih ihrir IVjy m.jtftic, wife, ind mild, 
and the appearance of the Dxmon in the Pr°ud °f h"vlfto" "««*"« h»FPi«Ini»fin.M. 
dream of the Moorifli prieft. Would to God this may come to pafs ! But 

n TV eternal yoke—This pifture, it may the prophecy of the Devil has hitherto, alas, 
perhaps be faid,. is but a bad compliment to been the true one. 

Appall'd 
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Appall'd and trembling with ungenerous fear, 

In fecret council met, his tale they hear; 

As check'd by terror or impell'd by hate 

Of various means they ponder and debate, 

Againft the Lufian train what arts employ, 

By force to flaughter, or by fraud deftroy; 

Now black, now pale, their bearded cheeks appear, 

As boiling rage prevail'd, or boding fear; 

Beneath their fhady brows their eye-balls roll, 

Nor one foft gleam befpeaks the generous foul; 

Through quivering lips they draw their panting breath, 

While their dark fraud decrees the works of death; 

Nor unrefolved the power of gold to try 

Swift to the lordly CATUAL'S gate they hie  

Ah, what the wifdom, what the fleeplefs care 

Efficient to avoid the traytor's fnare ! 

What human power can give a king to know 

The fmiling afpect of the lurking foe ! 

So let the tyrant' plead the patriot king 

Knows men, knows whence the patriot virtues fpring; 

From inward worth, from confeience firm and bold, 

Not from the man whofe honeft name is fold, 

• So kt the tyrant plead In this fliort Lured was the Regent tvitb the Moorijh gold, 
declamation, a fecming excrefcence, the bu- k h     .,   ;ntroduced b    ^ man]y decla. 
finer.; of the poem in reality n earned on. ^^'fleftioiu which immediately pre- 
The Zamonm, and his prime minifter, the .   •'                                                  ' 
Catual, are artfully charafterifed in it; and 
the affertion 

He 
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He hopes that virtue, whofe unalter'd weight 

Stands fixt, unveering with the ftorms of flate. 

Lured was the Regent with the Moorifh gold, 

And now agreed their fraudful courfe to hold, 

Swift to the king the Regent's fteps they tread ,* 

The king they found o'erwhelm'd in facred dread. 

The word they take, their ancient deeds relate, 

Their ever faithful fervice of the p ftate; 

For ages long, from more to diftant more 

For thee our ready keels the traffic bore : 

345 

P The Moors- -their ancient deeds 
relate. 

Their ever faithfulfer-vice of the flate— An 
explanation of tXt word Moor is here necef- 
fary.   When the Eaft afforded no more field 
for the fword of the conqueror, the Sara- 
cens, affifted by the Moors, who had em- 
braced their religion, laid the fined coun- 
tries in Europe in blood and defolation.   As 
their various embarkations were from the 
empire of Morocco,  the Europeans gave 
the name of Moors to all the profeflbrs of 
the Mohammedan religion.    In the  fame 
manner the eaftern nations blended all the 
armies of the Crufaders under one appella- 
tion, and the Frank.; of whom the army 
of Godfrey was mollly compofed, became 
their common name for all the inhabitants 
of the Weft.   The appellation even reached 
China.    When the Portuguefe firft arrived 
in  that Empire, the Chinefe foftening the 
r into 1, called both them and their can- 
non,   by the name of  F.Ianh,   a  name 
which  is ftill    retained   at  Canton,   and 
•other   parts    of  the  Chinefb  dominions. 
Before the arrival of Gama, as already ob- 
ferved, all the trafSc of the Eaft, from the 
Ethiopian fide of Africa to China, was in 
<he hands of Arabian Mohammedans, who, 
without incorporating with the pagan na- 
tives, had their colonies eftablilhed in every 
country commodious for commerce.   Thefe 

the Portuguefe called Moors ; andatprefent 
the Mohammedans of India, are called the 
Moors of Hindoftan by the lateft of our 
Englifti writers. Theintelligence thefeMoors 
gave to one another, relative to the adions 
of Gama,  the general terror with which 
they beheld the appearance of Europeans, 
whofe nvalfliip they dreaded as the deftruc- 
tion of their power; the various frauds and 
arts they employed to prevent the return of 
one man of Gama's fleet to Europe, and their 
threat to withdraw from the dominions of 
the Zamorim, are all according to the truth 
of hiftory.    The fpeeches of the Zamorim 
and of Gama, which follow, are alfo founded 
in truth. They are only poetical paraphrafes- 
of the fpeeches afcribed by Oforius, to the 
Indian  fovereign  and the Portuguefe ad- 
miral.    Where the fubjeft was <o happily 
adapted to the epic Mufe, to negleft it would 
have been reprehensible: and Camoens, not 
unjuftly,  thought,   that the reality of his 
hero's adventures gave a dignity to his poem. 
When Gama, in his difcourfe with the king 
of Melinda, finifties the defcription of his 
voyage, he makes a fpirited apoftrophc to 
Homer and Virgil; and afterts, that the 
adventures  which   he   had   adhially expe- 
rienced, greatly exceeded all the wonders of 
their fables.    Camoens alfo, in other parts 
of the poem, avails himfelf of the fame 
affertion. 

For 
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For thee we dared each horror of the wave; 
4 

Whate'er thy treafures boaft our labours gave. 

And wilt thou now confer our long-earn'd due, 

Confer thy favour on a lawlefs crew ? 

The race they boaft, as tygers of the wold 
Bear their proud fway by juftice uncontroull'd. 

Yet for their crimes, expell'd that bloody home, 

Thefe, o'er the deep, rapacious plunderers roam. 

Their deads we know j round Afric's mores they came 

And fpread, where'er they paft, devouring flame ; 

Mozambic's towers, enroll'd in meets of fire, 

Blazed to the iky, her own funereal pyre. 

Imperial Calicut mall feel the fame, 

And thefe proud ftate-rooms feed the funeral flame; 

While many a league far round, their joyful eyes 

Shall mark old ocean reddening to the fkies. 

Such dreadful fates, o'er thee, O king, depend, 

Yet with thy fall our fate (hall never blend : 

Ere o'er the eaft arife the fecond dawn 

Our fleets, our nation from thy land withdrawn, 

In other climes, beneath a kinder reign 

Shall fix their port: yet may the threat be vain ! 

If wifer thou with us thy powers employ 

Soon mail our powers the robber-crew deftroy, 

By their own arts and fecret deeds o'ercome 

Here (hall they meet the fate efcaped at home. 
While 
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While thus the Prieft detain'd the Monarch's ear, 

His cheeks confcft the quivering pulfe of fear. 

Unconfcious of the worth that fires the brave, 

In ftate a monarch, but in heart a flave, 

He view'd brave VASCO and his generous train, 

As his own pafllons ftamp'd the confcious ftain : 

Nor lefs his rage the fraudful Regent fired; 

And valiant GAMA'S fate was now confpired. 

Ambafiadors from India GAMA fought, 

And oaths of peace, for oaths of friendfhip brought; 

The glorious tale, 'twas all he wifti'd, to tell; 

So Ilion's fate was feal'd when He&or fell. 

Again convoked before the Indian throne, 

The Monarch meets him with a rageful frown j 

And own, he cries, the naked truth reveal, 

Then mall my bounteous grace thy pardon feal. 

Feign'd is the treaty thou pretend'fl to bring. 

No country owns thee, and thou own'fl no king. 

Thy life, long roving o'er the deep, I know, 

A lawlefs robber, every man thy foe. 

And think'fl thou credit to thy tale to gain ? 

Mad were the fovereign, and the hope were vain, 

Through ways unknown, from utmofl: weftern fhore, 

To bid his fleets the utmoft eafr. explore. 

Y y Great 
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Great is thy monarch, fo thy words declare ;   ■ 

But fumptuous gifts the proof of greatnefs bear : 

Kings thus to kings their empire's grandeur fhew; . . 

Thus prove thy truth, thus we thy truth allow. 

If not, what credence will the wife afford ? 

What monarch truft the wandering feaman's word ? 

No fumptuous gift Thou ' bring'fl —Yet, though fome crime 

Has thrown thee banifli'd from thy native clime, 

(Such oft of old the hero's fate has been) 

Here end thy toils, nor tempt new fates unfeen : 

Each land the brave man nobly calls his home: 

Or if, bold pyrates, o'er the deep you roam, 

Skill'd the dread ftorm to brave, O welcome here \ 

Fearlefs of death or fhame confefs fincere : 

My Name mail then thy dread prote&ion be, 

My captain Thou, unrivall'd on the fea. 

Oh now, ye Mufes, fing what goddefs fired 

GAMA'S proud bofom, and his lips infpired. 

n No fumttuou, gift Thou bring'ft—" As value ourfelves. The king of Melinda had 
the Portuguese did not expeft to find any the generofity to be contented with the ^re- 
people but farages beyond the Cape of fent: which Gama made; but the Zamonm, 
Good Hope they only brought with them with adifdainful eye, beheld the gifts which 
fome prefcrves and confeftions, with trinkets were offered to him. The prefent was thus: 
of coral, of glafs, and other trifles. This Four mantles of fcarlet, fix hats adorned 
opinion however deceived them. In Me- with feathers, four chaplets of coral beads, 
linda and in Calicut they found civilized twelve Turky carpets feven drinking cups 
nations, where the arts flourifhcd ; who of brafs, a cheft of fugar, two barrels of 
wanted nothing; who were poflefled of all oil, and two of honey. Cajlcra. 
the refinements and delicacies on which we 

Fair 
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Fair Ac ID ALIA, Love's celeftial ' queen, 

The goddefs of the fearlefs, graceful mien, 

Her graceful freedom on his look beftow'd, 
And all collefted in his bofom glow'd. 

Sovereign, he cries, oft witnefs'd, well I know 

The rageful falfhood of the Moorifh foe, 

Their fraudful tales, from hatred bred, believed, 

Thine ear is poifon'd, and thine eye deceived. 

What light, what made the courtier's mirrour gives, 

That light, that made the guarded king receives. 

Me haft thou view'd in colours not mine own, 

Yet bold I promife mall my truth be known. 

If o'er the feas a lawlefs peft I roam, 

A blood-ftain'd exile from my native home, 

How many a fertile more and beauteous ifle, 

Where Nature's gifts unclaim'd, unbounded fmile, 

Mad have I left, to dare the burning zone, 

And all the horrors of the gulphs unknown 

That roar beneath the axle of the world, 

Where ne'er before was daring fail unfurl'd ! 

And have I left thefe beauteous mores behind, 

And have I dared the rage of every wind, 

That now breathed fire, and now came wing'd with froft, 

Lured by the plunder of an unknown coaft ? - 

r Fair Acidalia, Low's ceTtJilal queen— draint. Acidalia, is one of the Names of 
Caftera derives Acidalia from axuJ'i?, which, Venus, in Virgil; derived from Acidalus, 
he fays, implies to aft without fear or re-      a fountain facred to her in Bceotia. 

Y y 2 Not 
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Not thus the robber leaves his certain prey 

For the gay promife of a namelefs day. 

Dread and flupendous, more than death-doom'd man 

Might hope to compas, more than wifdom plan, 

To thee my toils, to thee my dangers rife : 

Ah ! Lifbon's kings behold with other eyes. 

Where virtue calls, where glory leads the way 

No dangers move them, and no toils diihiay. 

Long have the kings of Lufus' daring race 

Refolved the limits of the deep to trace, 

Beneath the morn to ride the fartheft waves, 

And pierce the farthefl fhore old Ocean laves. 

Sprung from the ' Prince, before whofe matchlefs power 

The flrength of Afric wither'd as a flower 

Never to bloom again, great Henry fhone, 

Each gift of nature and of art his own j 

Bold as his fire, by toils on toils untired, 

To find the Indian fhore his pride afpired. 

Beneath the ftars that round the Hydra fhine, 

And where fam'd Argo hangs the heavenly fign, 

Where thirft and fever burn on every gale 

The dauntlefs Henry rear'd the Lufian fail. 

Embolden'd by the meed that crown'd his toils, 

Beyond the wide-fpread mores and numerous ifles, 

• Sprung frcm tbt Printt        John I. 

Where 
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Where both the tropics pour the burning day. 

Succeeding heroes forced th* exploring way; 

That race which never view'd the Pleiad's car, 

That barbarous race beneath the fouthern ftar, 

Their eyes beheld—Dread roar'd the blaft—the wave- 

Boils to the fky, the meeting whirlwinds rave 

O'er the torn heavens; loud on their awe-ftruck ear 

Great Nature feem'd to call, Approach not here" 

At Lisbon's court they told their dread efcape, 

And from her raging tempefts, named the ' Cape. 

" Thou fouthmoft point," the joyful king exclaimed,. 

" Cape of Good Hope, be thou for ever named ! 

" Onward my fleets mail dare the dreadful way,. 

" And find the regions of the infant day." 

In vain the dark and ever-howling blaft 

Proclaimed, This ocean never mail be paft; 

Through that dread ocean, and the tempefts* roar,. 

My king commanded, and my courfe I bore. 

The pillar thus of deathlefs " fame, begun 

By other chiefs, beneath the rifing fun 

' And from htr raging ttmpifls named fit led by the account, and with  ir.expreffible • 
Cape.—Bartholomew Diaz, was the firft who joy,  fays the fame author, .he immediately 
difcovered the fouthmoft  point of Africa. named it the Cape of Good Hope. 
He was driven back by the ftorms, which on ■ The pillar thus ofitathlefs fame, begun 
thefe feas were thought always to continue, J3jr other chiefs, Sec.  
and which the learned of former ages, fays Till I now ending what thofc did begin, 
Oforius,   thought   impaffable.    Diaz, when The futtbeli pillar in thy re»lm advance j 
he related his voyage to John II. called the Breaking the element of molten tin, 
fouthmoft point the Cape of Tempefts. _ The ThroB8h ho"id fljrm.'J lai t0 th" *J^W. 
•xpeftation of the king, however, was kind' 

In 
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In thy great realm now to the fkies I raife, 

The deathlefs pillar of my nation's praife. 

Through thefe wild feas no coftly gift I brought; 

Thy fliore alone and friendly peace I fought. 

And yet to thee the nobleft gift I bring 

The world can boaft, the friendfliip of my King. 

And mark the word, his greatnefs fhall appear 

When next my courfe to India's ftrand I fteer, 

Such proofs I'll bring as never man before 

In deeds of ftrife or peaceful friendfliip bore. 

Weigh now my words, my truth demands the light, 

For truth fliall ever boaft, at laft, refiftlefs might. 

Boldly the Hero fpakc with brow fevere, 

Of fraud alike unconfeious as of fear: 

His noble confidence with truth impreft 

Sunk deep, unwelcome, in the Monarch's breaft, 

Nor wanting charms his avarice to gain 

Appear'd the commerce of illuftrious Spain. 

Yet as the fick man loaths the bitter draught, 
Though rich with health he knows the cup comes fraught; 

His health without it, felf-deceiv'd, he weighs, 

Now haftes to quaff" the drug, and now delays; 

Reludtant thus as wavering pafiion veer'd, 

The Indian Lord the dauntlefs GAMA heard : 

The 
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The Moorifh threats yet founding in his ear, 

He acts with caution, and is led by fear. 

With folemn pomp he bids his lords prepare 

The friendly banquet, to the Regent's care 

Commends brave GAMA, and with pomp retires: 

The Regent's hearths awake the focial fires ; 

Wide o'er the board the royal feaft is fpread, 

And fair embroidered mines DE GAMA'S bed. 

The Regent's palace high o'erlook'd the bay 

Where GAMA'S black-ribb'd fleet at anchor w lay, 

Ah, why the voice of ire and bitter woe 

O'er Tago's banks, ye nymphs of Tagu&> fhew j 

The flowery garlands from your ringlets torn, 

Why wandering wild with trembling fteps forlorn ! 

The Damon's rage you faw, and markt his flight 

To the dark manfions of eternal night: 

You faw how howling through the fhades beneath 

He waked new horrors in the realms of death. 

What trembling tempefts fhook the thrones of helly 

And groan'd along her caves, ye Mufes, tell. 

The rage of baffled fraud, and all the fire 

Of powerlefs hate, with tenfold flames confpire; 

* The Rtgtni'i palact high o'irlook'J tht       -—The refemblance of this couplet tommy 
,.„     iaj> ,  ,,,.,„.. . partages in Homer,  mutt be obvious to the 
ivbiri Gama i black-ribb itfittt a! anchor hj.      intelligent critic. 

From 
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•From every eye the tawney lightnings glare, 

And hell, illumined by the ghaftly flare, 

A drear blue gleam, in tenfold horror fhews 

Her darkling caverns; from his dungeon rofe 

Stern Mahomet, pale was his earthy hue, 

And from his eye-balls flafh'd the lightnings blue; 

Convulfed with rage the dreadful Shade demands 

The laft affiflance of th' infernal bands. 

As when the whirlwinds, fudden burfting, bear. 

Th' autumnal leaves high floating through the air; 

So rofe the legions of th' infernal flate, 

Dark Fraud, bafe Art, fierce Rage, and burning Hate : 

Wing'd by the Furies to the Indian ftrand 

They bend ■, the Daemon leads the dreadful band, 

And in the bofoms of the raging Moors 

All their collected living ftrength he pours. 

One breaft alone againft his rage was fleel'd, 

Secure in fpotlefs Truth's celeftial fhield. 

One evening paft, another evening clofed, 

The Regent ftill brave GAMA'S fuit oppofed; 

The Lufian Chief his guarded gueft detain'd, 

With arts on arts, and vows of friendship feign'd. 

His fraudful art, though veil'd in deep difguifc, 

Shone bright to GAMA'S manner-piercing eyes. 
As 
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As in the fun's bright ' beam the gamefome boy 

Plays with the mining fleel or chryftal toy, 

Swift and irregular, by fudden ftarts, 

The living ray with viewlefs motion darts, 

Swift o'er the wall, the floor, the roof, by turns 

The fun-beam dances, and the radiance burns. 

In quick fucceflion thus a thoufand views 

The fapient Lufian's lively thought purfues; 

Quick as the lightning every view revolves, 

And, weighing all, fixt are his dread refolves. 

O'er India's more the fable night defcendsj 

And GAM A, now, fecluded from his friends, 

355 

1  As in the fun's bright Beam Imitated 
from Virgil, who, by the fame limilie, de- 
fcribes the fluctuation of the thoughts of 
Eneas, on the eve of the Latian war: 

-Laomtdontius hrros 
'Cunc"la videns, magno curarum fluctuit aeltu, 
Atque anlmum mine hue celerem, nunc clividit 

illuc, 
In partefque rapit varias, perque omnia verfat. 
Sicut aqua; tremulum labrij ubi lumen ahenis 
Sole repeicuflum, aut radiantis imagine Lunx, 
Omnia pervolitat late loca : jamque fuh auras 
Erigilur, furamique feiit laqueana tefti. 

'This way and that he turns his anxious mind, 
Thinks, and rejects the counfels he defign'd $ 
Exploits liimfelf in vain, in eveiy part, 
And gives no reft to his dlflrn&ed heart: 
So when the fun by day or n>oon by night 
Strike on the polifh'd brafs their trembling light, 
The glilt'iing fpecies here and there divide, 
And caft their dubious beams from fide 10 fide ; 
Now on the walls, now on the pavement play, 
And to the cieling flafli the glaring day. 

Arioflo has alfo adopted this fimilie in 
the eighth book of his Qrlando Furiofo : 

Qital d'acqua chiara il tremolante lume 
Pal Sol percolTa, o da' notturni rai, 
Per gli ampli tetii va con liingo falto 
A deftra, ed a fmifira, c baflo, ed alto. 

So from a water clear, the trembling light 
Of Phoebus, or the filver ray of night, 
Along the fpacious rooms with fulendor plays, 
Now high, now low, and (liifts a thoufand ways. 

Hooi.E. 

But the happieft eircumftance belongs to 
Camoens. The velocity and various fhift- 
ings of the fun-beam, reflected from a piece 
of chryftal or poliihed ftcel in the hand of 
a boy, give a much ftronger idea of the 
violent agitation and fudden fhifiings of 
thought, than the image of the trembling 
light of the fun or moon reflected from a 
veflel of water. The brazen vefiel how- 
ever, and not the water, is only mentioned 
by Drydcn. Nor muft another inaccuracy 
pafs imobferved. That the rcfieftion of the 
moon J!a/bcd the glaring day is not coun- 
tenanced by the original. The critic how- 
ever, who, from the mention of thefe, will 
infer any difrefpett to the name of Dryden, 
is, as critics often are, ignorant of the 
writer's meaning. A very different infe- 
rence is intended: If fo great a maftcr as 
Dryden has erred, let the critic remember, 
that other translators are liable to fail, and 
that a few inaccuracies ought, by no means, 
to be produced as the fpecimens of any 
compofkiom 

Z z Detain'd 
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Dctain'd a captive in the room of flate, 

Anticipates in thought to-morrow's fate; 

For juft: Mozaide no generous care delays, 

And VASCO'S truft with friendly toils repays. 

We have already feen the warm enco- 
mium paid by Taflb to his cotemporary, 
Camoens. That great poet, the ornament 
of Italy, has alfo t.ftified his approbation 
by feveral imitations of the Lufiad. Virgil, 
in no inftance, has more clofely copied Ho- 
mer, than Taflb has imitated the appear- 
ance of Bacchus, or the evil Daemon, in 
the dream of the Moorifti pried. The en- 
chanter Ifmeno thus appears to the fleeping 
Solyman: 

Soliman' Solimano, i tuoi filenti 
Ripofi a miglior tempo hoimi riferva i 
Che fotto il giogo de ftraniere genti 
La patria, ove regnafli, aneor' e ferva. 

Tn quefta terra dormi, e non rammtnti, 
Ch' infepolte de' tuoi 1'olTa conferva ? 
Ove fi gran' veftigio e del tuo fcorno, 
Tu neghittofo afpetti il novo giorno ? 

Thus elegantly tranflated by Mr. Hool'e, 

Oh! Solyman, regardlefs Chief, awake I 
In happier hours lhy grateful (lumber take : 
Beneath a foreign yoke thy fubjeils bend, 
And ftrangers o'er thy land their rule extend':. 
Here doft thou deep ? here clofe thy carelefs eyes. 
While unimerr'd each lov'd aflbciate lies.» 
Here where thy fame has felt the hoftile fcorn, 
Cauft thou, unthinking, wait the riling more?* 

END   OF   THE   EIGHTH   BOOK. 
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BOOK IX. 

E D rofe the dawn j roll'd o'er the low'ring fky, 

The {battering clouds of tawny purple fly. 

While yet the day-fpring ftruggled with the gloom, 

The Indian Monarch fought the Regent's dome. 

In all the luxury of Afian ftate 

High on a ftar-gemm'd couch the Monarch fate; 

Then on th' illuftrious Captive, bending down 

His eyes,  ftern darken'd with a threatening frown, 

Thy truthlefs tale, he cries, thy art appears, 

Confeft inglorious by thy cautious fears. 

Yet ftill if friendfhip, honeft, thou implore, 

Yet now command thy veflels to the more : 
2 z 2 Generous 
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Generous as to thy friends thy fails refign, 

My will commands it, and the power is mine: 

In vain thy art, in vain thy might withftands, 

Thy fails, and rudders too, my will * demands i 

Such be the teft, thy boafted truth to try, 

Each other teft depifed, I fixt deny. • 

And has my Regent fued two days in vain ! 

In vain my mandate, and the captive chain ! 

Yet not in vain, proud Chief, Ourfelf fhall fue 

From thee the honour to my friendihip due : 

Ere force compel thee, let the grace be thine,. 

Our grace permits it, freely to refign, 

Freely to truft our friendihip, ere too late 

Our injured honour fix thy dreadful fate. 

While thus he fpakc his changeful look declared. 

In his proud breaft what ftarting paflions warr'd. 

No feature mov'd on GAMA'S face was feen, 

Stern he replies, with bold yet anxious mien, 

In me my Sovereign reprefented fee, 

His ftate is wounded, and he fpeaks in me; 

Unawed by threats, by dangers uncontroul'd, 

The laws of nations bid my tongue be bold. 

No more thy juftice holds the righteous fcale, 

The arts of falfhood and the Moors prevail; 

' Thy fails, and rudders too, my will dtmandi—— According to Hiilory.   See the life 
of Gama in the Preface. 

I fee 



BOOK IX. THE       L U S   I   A   D. 359 

I fee the doom my favour'd foes decree, 

Yet, though in chains I ftand,  my fleet is free. 

The bitter taunts of fcorn the brave difdain; 

Few be my words, your arts, your threats are vain. 

My Sovereign's fleet I yield not to your k fwayj 

Safe fhall my fleet to Lifboa's ftrand convey 

The glorious tale of all the toils I bore, 

Afric furrounded, and the Indian fhore 

Difcovered Thefe I pledged my life to gain,. 

Thefe to my country fhall my life maintain. 

One wifh alone my earneft heart defires, 

The fole impaffion'd hope my breaft refpires; 

My finifh'd labours may my Sovereign hear ! 

Befides that wifh, nor hope I know, nor fear.. 

And lo, the victim of your rage I c ftand, 

And bare my bofom to the murderer's hand.. 

With lofty mien he fpake.    In ftern difdain, 

My threats, the Monarch'cries, were never vain :• 

Swift give the fign Swift as he fpake, appear'di 

The dancing ftreamer o'er the palace rear'd ; 

Inftant another enfign diftant rofe, 

Where, jutting through the flood, the mountain throws. 

» My So-vereirn's fleet I yield not to your The Malabar protcfU that he fhall rot' 
Aw,_l_The circumftar.ee of Garaa's re- I" pnC*. if he fend not for the Jb.fs. 
Li to put his fleet into the power of the *<££; ^ t^oTT,™ >,*>,, 
Zamonm, is thus rendered by Fanfhaw; B  3 " r 

A ridge.- 
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A ridge enormous, and on either fide 

Defends the harbours from the furious tide. 

Proud on his couch th' indignant Monarch fate, 

And awful filence fill'd the room of ftate. 

With fecret joy the Moors, exulting, glow'd, 

And bent their eyes where GAMA'S navy rode, 

Then, proudly heaved with panting hope, explore 

The wood-crown'd upland of the bending fliore. 

Soon o'er the palms a mail's tall pendant flows, 

Bright to the fun the purple radiance glows; 

In martial pomp, far ftreaming to the flues, 

Vanes after vanes in fvvift fucceflion rife, 

And through the opening foreft-boughs of green 

The fails' white luftrc moving on is feen; 

When fudden rufhing by the point of land 

The bowfprits nod, and wide the fails expand; 

Full pouring on the fight, in warlike pride, 

Extending ftill the rifing fquadrons ride : 

O'er every deck, beneath the morning rays, 

Like melted gold the brazen fpear-points blaze; 

Each prore furrounded with an hundred oars, 

Old Ocean boils around the crowded prores : 

And five times now in number GAMA'S might, 

Proudly their boaftful fhouts provoke the fight j 

Far round the (bore the ecchoing peal rebounds, 

Behind the hill an anfwering fliout refounds; 
Still 
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Still by the point new-fpreading fails appear, 

Till feven times GAMA'S fleet concludes the rear. 

Again the fhout triumphant makes the bay -r 

Form'd as a crefcent, wedg'd in firm array, 

Their fleet's wide horns the Lufian mips inclafp, 

Prepared to crufh them in their iron grafp. 

Shouts eccho fhouts with ltern difdainful eyes- 

The Indian King to manly GAMA cries, 

Not one of thine on Lifboa's fhore fhall tell 

The glorious tale, how bold thy heroes fell. 

With alter'd vifage* for his eyes flafh'd fire,, 

God fent me here, and God's avengeful ire 

Shall fmite thy perfidy, great VASCO cried,. 

And humble in the dull thy withered pride. 

A prophet's glow infpired his panting breaft,. 

Indignant fmiles the Monarch's fcorn confeft. 

Again deep filence fills the room of flate^ 

And the proud Moors, fecure, exulting wait r 

And now inclafping GAMA'S in a ring; 

Their fleet nods on loud whizzing from the fixing 

The black-wing'd arrows float along the fky, 

And rifing clouds the falling clouds fupply. 

The lofty crowding fpears that briflling flood. 

Wide o'er the galleys as an upright wood, 

Bend fudden, levell'd for the clofing fight, 

The points wide-waving fhed a gleamy light. 

Elate 
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Elate with joy the king his afpedt rears, 

And valiant GAM A, thrill'd with tranfport, hears 

His drums' bold rattling raife the battle found; 

Eccho deep-toned hoarfe vibrates far around; 

The fhivering trumpets tear the fhrill-voiced air, 

Quivering the gale, the flafhing lightnings flare, 

The fmoke rolls wide, and fudden burfts the roar, 

The lifted waves fall trembling, deep the fhore 

Groans; quick and quicker blaze embraces blaze 

In flaming arms; louder the thunders raife 

Their roaring, rolling o'er the bended Ikies 

The burfl: inceffant; awe-ftruck Eccho dies 

Faultering and deafen'd j from the brazen throats, 

Cloud after cloud, inroll'd in darknefs, floats, 

Curling their fulphrous folds of fiery blue, 

Till their huge volumes take the fleecy hue, 

And rowl wide o'er the fky 5 wide as the fight 

Can meafure heaven, flow rowls the cloudy white: 

Beneath, the fmoky blacknefs fpreads afar 

Its hovering wings, and veils the dreadful war 

Deep in its horrid breaft ; the fierce red glare 

Chequering the rifted darknefs, fires the air, 

Each moment loft and kindled, while around, 

The mingling thunders fwell the lengthen'd found. 

When piercing fudden through the dreadful roar 

The yelling fhrieks of thoufands ftrike the fhore: 

Prefagin 
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Prefaging horror through the Monarch's breaft 

Crept cold, and gloomy o'er the diftant eaft, 

Through Gata's hills the whirling tempeft d figh'd, 

And weftward fvveeping to the blacken'd tide, 

Howl'd o'er the trembling palace as it paft, 

And o'er the gilded walls a gloomy twilight caft; 

Then, furious rufhing to the darken'd e bay, 
Refiftlefs fvvept the black-wing'd night away, 

With all the clouds that hover'd o'er the fight, 

And o'er the weary combat pour'd the light. 

As by an Alpine mountain's pathlefs fide 

Some traveller ftrays, unfriended of a guide ; 

If o'er the hills the fable night defcend, 

And gathering tempeft with the darknefs blend, 

Deep from the cavern'd rocks beneath, aghaft 

He hears the howling of the whirlwind's blaft; 

Above, refounds the crafli, and down the fteep 

Some rolling weight groans on with foundering fweep ; 

Aghaft he ftands amid the fhades of night, 

And all his foul implores the friendly light: 

* Tbrougb Gata's bills The hills  of <= <Thtn furious rufihg to the Jarktn'J I, y 
Gata or Gate, mountains which form a na-        For the  eircumltanees of the battle, 
tural barrier on the eartern fide of the king-       and the tempeft which then happened, fee 
dom of Malabar. the life of Gama. 
Nature's rude wall, againft the fierce Cnnar 
They guard the fertile lawns of Malabar. 

LUSIAD, VII. 

A a a Dire 
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Dire mines the ray, the lightning's quivering blaze 

The yawning depth beneath his ftep betrays, 

But one half footftep faithful to the tread; 

Torn from the rock, the fragment o'er his head 

Nods crafliing loft in horror at the fight, 

His knees no more fupport their fickly weight, 

Powerlefs he finks, no more his heart-blood flows; 

So funk the Monarch, and his heart-blood froze; 

So funk he down, when o'er the clouded bay 

The rufhing whirlwind pour'd the fudden day ; 

Difafter's giant arm in one wide fweep 

Appear'd, and ruin blacken'd o'er the deep ; 

The fheeted mafts drove floating o'er the tide, 

And the torn hulks rowl'd tumbling on the fide ; 

Some fhatter'd plank each heaving billow toft, 

And by the hand of heaven dafh'd on the coaft 

Groan'd prores ingulph'd, the laming furges rave 

O'er the black keels upturn'd, the fwelling wave 

Rifles the lofty mail's reclining head ; 

And far at fea fome few torn galleys fled. 

Amid the dreadful fcene triumphant rode 

The Lufian war-fliips, and their aid beftow'd : 

Their fpeedy boats far round affifting ply'd, 

Where plunging, ftruggling, in the rolling tide, 

Grafping the fhatter'd wrecks, the vanquifh'd foes 

Rear'd o'er the darning waves their haggard brows. 
No 
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No word of fcorn the lofty GAMA fpoke, 

Nor India's King the dreadful filence broke. 

Slow paft the hour, when to the trembling more 

In awful pomp the victor-navy bore : 

Terrific, nodding on, the bowfprit6 bend, 

And the red ftreamers other war portend : 

Soon burfls the roar j the bombs tremendous rife, 

And trail their blackening rainbows o'er the fkies; 

O'er Calicut's proud domes their rage they pour, 

And wrap her temples in a fulphrous mower. 

^Tis o'er In threatening filence rides the fleet: 

Wild rage and horror yell in every ftreet; 

Ten thoufands pouring round the palace f gate, 

In clamorous uproar wail their wretched fate : 

While round the dome with lifted hands they kneel'd, 

Give juftice, juftice to the Grangers yield  

Our friends, our hufbands, fons, and fathers flain ! 

Happier, alas, than thefe that yet remain   ■ 
Curft be the counfels, and the arts unjuft  

Our friends in chains our city in the duft * 

Yet, yet prevent  

 The filent VASCO faw 

The weight of horror and o'erpowering awe 

f Ten thoufands pouring round the palace gate, 
In clamorsui uproar Scs the hiftory in the life of Gama. 

A a a 2 That 
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That fliook the Moors, that fhook the Regent's knees, 

And funk the Monarch down By fwift degrees 

The popular clamour rifes.    Loft, unmann'd, 

Around the King the trembling Council ftand ; 

While wildly glaring on each other's eyes 

Each lip in vain the tremblimg accent tries,- 

With anguifh ficken'd, and of ftrength bereft, 

Earneft each look enquires, What hope is left!' 

In all the rage of fhame and grief aghaft, 

The Monarch, faultering, takes the word at laft: 

By whom, great Chief, are thefe proud war-fhips fway'di. 

Are there thy mandates honour'd and obey'd ?• 

Forgive, great Chief, let gifts of price reftrain- 

Thy juft revenge—Shall India's gifts be vain! . 

Oh fpare my people and their doom'd abodes  

Prayers, vows, and gifts appeafe the injured gods : 

Shall man deny -Swift are the brave to fpare :- 

The weak, the innocent confefs their care  

Helplefs as innocent of guile to thee, 

Behold thefe thoufands bend the fuppliant knee .. 

Thy navy's thundering fides black to the land 

Difplay their terrors—yet mayft thou command ——. 

O'erpower'd he paufed-.    Majeftic and ferene 

Great VASCO rofe, then pointing to the fcene. 

Where. 
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Where bled the war, Thy fleet, proud King, behold 

O'er ocean and the ftrand in carnage roll'd ! 

So mall this palace fmoking in the duft, 

And yon proud city weep thy arts unjuft. 

The Moors I knew, and for their fraud prepared',. 

I left my fixt command my navy's ' guard : 

Whate'er from fliore my name or feal convey'd 

Of other weight, that fixt command forbade; 

Thus, ere its birth deftroy'd, prevented fell 

What fraud might dictate, or what force compel'. 

This morn the facrifice of Fraud I flood', 
But hark, there lives the brother of my blood, 

And lives the friend, whofe cares conjoin'd controul: 

Thefe floating towers, both brothers of my foul.. 

If thrice, I faid, arifc the golden morn,. 

Ere to my fleet you mark my glad return, 

Dark Fraud with all her Moorifh arts withstands,. 

And force or death withholds me from my bands: 

Thus judge, and fwift unfurl the homeward fail,, 

Catch the firft breathing of the eaftern gale,, 

Unmindful of my fate on India's h fhore : 

Let but my Monarch know, I wifh no more  

Each, panting while I fpoke, impatient cries,. 

The tear-drop burfting in their manly eyes,, 

t I left my fixt commandmy navy''s guard'."        This mod magnanimous  refo!urion, to fa- 
—See the life of Gama. crifice his own fafety or his life for the fafe 

return of the fleet, is ftriftly true.    See the.- 
k Unmindful of my fate en India's Jhcre—       life of Gama. 

In, 
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In all but one thy mandates we obey, 

In one we yield not to thy generous fway : 

Without thee never mall our fails return; 

India mall bleed, and Calicut mail burn  

Thrice mall the mom arife; a flight of bombs 

Shall then fpeak vengeance to their guilty domes: 

Till noon we paufe; then mall our thunders roar, 

And defolation fweep the treacherous more  

Behold, proud King, their fignal in the fky, 

Near his meridian tower the Sun rides high. 

O'er Calicut no more the evening made 

Shall fpread her peaceful wings, my wrath unftaid; 

Dire through the night her fmoking duft {hall gleam, 

Dire thro' the night mall fhriek the female fcream. 

Thy worth, great Chief, the pale-lipt Regent cries, 

Thy worth we own; Oh, may thefe woes fuffice ! 

To thee each proof of India's wealth we fend; 

Ambafladors, of nobleft race, attend- 

Slow as he faulter'd, GAMA catch'd the word, 

On terms I talk not, and no truce afford : 

Captives enough mail reach the Lufian more: 

Once you deceived me, and I treat no more. 

Even now my faithful failors, pale with rage, 

Gnaw their blue lips, impatient to engage; 

Ranged 
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Ranged by their brazen tubes, the thundering band 

Watch the firft movement of my brother's hand $ 

E'en now, impatient, o'er the dreadful tire 

They wave their eager canes betipt with fire j 

Methinks my brother's anguifh'd look I fee, 

The panting noftril and the trembling knee, 

While keen he eyes the Sun : On hafty ftrides,, 

Hurried along the deck, Coello chides 
His cold flow lingering, and impatient cries,. 

Oh, give the fign, illume the facrifice, 

A brother's vengeance for a brother's blood  

He fpake ; and ftern the dreadful warrior flood ,-, 

So feem'd the terrors of his awful nod, 

The Monarch trembled as before a God; 

The treacherous Moors funk down in faint difmay,. 

And fpeechlefs at his feet the Council lay : 

Abrupt, with outftretch'd arms, the Monarch h cries,, 

What yet but dared not meet the Hero's eyes, 

What yet may fave !—Great VASCO ftern rejoins,, 

Swift, undifputing, give th' appointed figns : 

High o'er thy loftieft tower my flag difplay,. 

Me and my train fwift to my fleet convey:. 

h Abrupt—the Monarch cries—What yet fary  effect in  the conduct of the poemj 
„„. favti Gama's declaration, that no They haften the cataftrophe, and give a ve- 
meffaee from him to the fleet could alter rifimilitude to the abrupt and full fubmif- 
the orders he had already left, and his re- fion of the Zamomn. 
jeaion of any farther treaty, have a necef- 

Inftant: 
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Inftant command—behold the Sun rides high 

He fpake, and rapture glow'd in every eye; 

The Lufian ftandard o'er the palace flow'd, 

Swift o'er the bay the royal barges row'd. 

A dreary gloom a fudden whirlwind threw, 

Amid the howling blaft, enraged, withdrew 

The vanquiih'd Daemon—Soon in luftre mild, 

As April fmiles, the Sun aufpicious fmiled : 

Elate with joy, the fhouting thoufands trod, 

And GAMA to his fleet triumphant rode. 

Soft came the eaftern gale on balmy wings : 

Each joyful failor to his labour fprings; 

Some o'er the bars their breafts robuft recline, 

And with firm tugs the ' rollers from the brine, 

Reluctant dragg'd, the flime-brown'd anchors raife; 

Each gliding rope fome nimble hand obeys ; 

Some bending o'er the yard-arm's length on high 

With nimble hands the canvas wings untye, 

The flapping fails their widening folds difrend, 

And meafured ecchoing fhouts their fweaty toils attend. 

•<  the rdlers The capftones. 
 The  cnpftonc is a cylindrical  w,indlafs, 
woiked with bars, which are moved from 
hole to hole as it turns round. It is ufed to 
weigh the anchors, raife mails, &c. The 
name roller delcribcs both the machine 
and its ufe, and it may be prefumed, is a 
more  poetical  word than capftone.   The 

verification of this paflage in the original 
affords a moft noble example of imitative 
harmony: 

Mas ja nas naos os bons tral).i!!)jdorcs 
Volvtm o cabreltante, & repaitidos 
Pello trabalho, huns puxao pella amarra, 
Outros quebrao co pcito duro a baira. 

Nor 
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Nor had the captives loft the Leader's care, 

Some to the more the Indian, barges bear; 

The nobleft few the Chief detains to own 

His glorious deeds before the Lufian throne; 

To own the conqueft of the Indian fhore: 

Nor wanted every proof of India's ftore. 

What fruits in Ceylon's fragrant woods abound, 

With woods of cinnamon her hills are crown'd: 
Dry'd in its flower the nut of Banda's grove, 

The burning pepper and the fable clove; 

The clove, whofe odour on the breathing gale 

Far to the fea Malucco's plains exhale; 

All thefe provided by the faithful Moor, 

All thefe, and India's gems, the navy bore : 

The Moor attends, Mozaide, whofe zealous cafe 

To GAMA'S eyes unveil'd each treachrous ' fnare: 

So burn'd his breaft with heaven-illumined flame, 

And holy reverence of Mefliah's name. 

Oh, favour'd African, by heaven's own light 

Call'd from the dreary fhades of error's night; 

What man may dare his feeming ills arraign, 

Or what the grace of heaven's defigns explain! 

1 . Mozaide, ivbo/e zealous care rior, the unexpected friend of Gama, bears 
To Gama's eyes reveal'd each treachrous fnare a much more confiderable part in the attion 
—Had this been mentioned fooner, the in* of the Lufiad, than the faithful Achates, the 
tereft of the cataftrophe of the poem mud friend of the hero,  bears in the bufinefs 
Tiavc languifhed.   Though he is not a war- of the Eneid. 

Bbb Far- 
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Far didft thou from thy friends a ftranger roam, 

There waft thou call'd to thy celeftial k home. 

Now fwell'd on every fide the fteady fail; 

The lofty mails reclining to the gale 

On full fpread wings the navy fprings away, 

And far behind them foams the Ocean grey: 

Afar the lelTening hills of Gata fly, 

And mix their dim blue fummits with the fky r 

Beneath the wave low finks the fpicy more, 

And roaring through the tide each nodding prore 

Points to the Cape, Great Nature's fouthmoft bound, 

The Cape of Tempefts, now of Hope renown'd. 

Their glorious tale on Lifboa's more to tell 

Infpires each bofom with a rapt'rous fwell; 

Now through their breafts the chilly tremors glide, 

To dare once more the dangers dearly try'd        ■ 

k There ivaj? thou call'd to thy celeftial 
home This exclamatory addrcfs to the 
Moor Monzaida, however it mxy appear 
digreflive, has a double propriety. The 
converfion of the Eaftern world is the great 
purpofe of the expedition of Gama, and 
Monzaida is the firft fruits of that conver- 
fion. The good characters of the victorious 
heroes, however neglefted by the great ge- 
nius of Homer, have a fine effeft in making 
an Epic Poem intercft us and pleafe. It 
might have been faid, that Monzaida was 
a traitor to his friends, and who crowned 
his villany with apoftacy. Camoens has 
therefore wifely drawn him with other fea- 
tures, worthy of the friendfhip of Gama. 
Had this been negletted, the hero of the 
Lufiad might have fhared the fate of the 

wife Ulyfles of the Iliad, againll whom, as 
Voltaire juftly obferves, every reader bears 
a fecret ill will. Nor is the poetical cha- 
racter of Monzaida unfupported by hiftory. 
He was not an Arab Moor, fo he did not 
defcrt his countrymen. By force thefe 
Moors had determined on the definition 
of Gama: Monzaida admired and efteem- 
ed him, and therefore generoufty revealed 
to him his danger. By his attachment to 
Gama he loft all his effefts in India, a 
circumftance which his prudence and know- 
ledge of affairs mufthave certainly forefeen. 
By the known dangers he encountered, by 
the lofs he thus voluntarily fuftained, and 
by his after conftancy, his fincerity is un- 
doubtedly proved. 

Soon 
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Soon to the winds are thefe cold fears refign'd, 

And all their country rumes on the mind; 

How fweet to view their native land, how fweet 

The father, brother, and the bride to greet! 

While liftening round the hoary parent's board 

The wondering kindred glow at every word, 

How fweet to tell what woes, what toils they bore, 

The tribes and wonders of each various fhore! 

Thefe thoughts, the traveller's loved reward, employ, 

And fvvell each bofom with unutter'd ' joy. 

The Queen of Love, by Heaven's eternal grace, 

The guardian goddefs of the Lufian race; 

The Queen of Love, elate with joy, furveys 

Her heroes, happy, plow the watry maze : 

Their dreary toils revolving in her thought, 

And all the woes by vengeful Bacchus wrought; 

1 The joy of the feet en the homeward de- tical condutt, though not in an imitation 
parture from India We are now come of circumftanccs, exa&ly refemblcs the lat- 
to that part of the Lufiad, which, in the tcr part of the Iliad.    The games at the 
conduct of the  poem, is parallel  to  the funeral of Patroclus, and the redemption of 
great cataftrophe of the Iliad, when on the body of Heftor, are the completion of 
the death of Hcftor, Achilles thus addrcfles the rage of Achilles.    In the fame manner, 
the Grecian army, the reward of the heroes,   and the confe- 

,,  r       f „          .     .      ... quences of their expedition, complete the 
  1 e Ions of Greece, in triumph brine .,„:►., «r .1.- T .,r..j      i          \r    •* 

The cor,.ft of Heflor, nnd your pjn, f,ng! »n«*°f*e Lufiad-    \ Cann0< ^ lt?PP«r* 
Be this the long, flow moving towVd .he Ihore, *« Milton ever read   our Poet ; (though 
" Hefior is dead, and Won is no more." Fanlhaw s tranltation was publilhed in his 

time) yet no inftance can  be given of a 
Our Portuguefc Poet, who in his machinery, more   (hiking   rcfcmblance   of plan   and 
and many other inftanccs, has followed the conduct,  than  may  be produced   in  two 
manner of Virgil, now forfakes him.    In principal parts of the poem of Camocns, 
a very bold  and mafterly  fpirit  he now and of the Paradife Loft.    Of this however 
models his poem by the fteps of Homer. hereafter in its proper place. 
What of the Lufiad yet remains, in poe- 

B b b 2 Thefe 



374 THE       L   U ' S   I - A  D. BOOK IX, 

Thefe toils, thefe woes, her yearning cares employ,. 

To bathe, to balfom in the ftreams of joy. 

Amid the bofom of the watry wafte, 

Near where the bowers of Paradife were m placed* 

An ifle, array'd in all the pride of flowers, 

Of fruits, of fountains, and of fragrant bowers* 

She means to offer to their homeward prows,. 

The place of glad repafl and fweet repofe;, 

And there before their raptured view to raife 

The heaven-topt column of their deathlefs praifei. 

The Goddefs now afcends her filver car, 

Bright was its hue as Love's tranflucent ftar; 

Beneath the reins the ftately birds, that fing 

Their fvveet-toned death-fong, fpread the fnowy wing ;, 

The gentle winds beneath her chariot figh,. 

And virgin blufhes purple o'er the fky:. 

On milk white pinions borne, her cooing doves. 

Form playful circles round her as (he moves ^ 

And now their beaks in fondling kifies join, 

In amorous nods their fondling necks entwine. 

O'er fair Idalia's bowers the goddefs rode, 

And by her altars fought Idalia's god : 

m Near -where the bowers of Paradife were placed——-Between the mouths of the Ganges, 
and Euphrates. 

The 
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The youthful bowyer of the heart was there; 

His falling kingdom claim'd his earneft n care. 

His bands he mutters, through the myrtle groves 

On buxom wings he trains the little Loves. 

Againfl: the world, rebellious and aftray, 

He means to lead them, and refume his fway r 

For bafe-born paflions, at his flirine 'twas told, 

Each nobler tranfport of the breaft controul'd.. 

A young A&auon, fcornful of his ° lore, 
Morn after morn purfues the foamy boar, 

" His falling kingdom claim'd His earneft 
eare This fiftion, in poetical conduft, 
bears a ftriking refemblance to the digreffive 
hiftories, with which Homer enriches and 
adorns his poems, particularly to the beau- 
tiful defcription of the feaft of the Gods 
with the blamelefs Ethiopians. It alfo con- 
tains a mafterly commentary on the ma- 
chinery of the Lufiad. The Divine Love 
conduits Gama to India. The fame Divine 
Love is rcprefentcd as preparing to reform 
the corrupted world, when its attention is 
particularly called to bellow a foretafte of 
immortality on the heroes of the expedition 
which difcovercd the Eaflern World. Nor 
do the wild phantaftic loves, mentioned in 
this little epifode, afford any objection 
againft this explanation, an explanation 
which is exprefsly given in the epifode it- 
fclf. Thefe wild phantailic amours figni- 
fy, in the allegory, the wild fcfts of dif- 
ferent enthufiails, which fpring up under 
the wings of the beft and moll rational in- 
ftitutions ; and which, however contrary to 
each other, all agree in deriving- their au- 
thority from the fame fource. 

0 A young ASiaon The French tranf- 
lator has the following chara&eriftical note: 
" This paffage is an eternal monument of 
the freedoms taken by Camoens, and at 
the fame time a proof of the imprudence 
of Poets; an authentic proof of that pre- 
judice which fometimes blinds them, not- 
withftanding all the light of their genius.. 

The modern A£ta:on, of whom h'e {peak*> 
was king Scbaftian. He loved the chace ;. 
but that pleafure, which is one of the moft 
innocent, and one of the molt noble we 
can poffibly taftc, did not at all interrupt 
his attention to the affairs of ftate, and did 
not render him favage as our author pre- 
tends. On this point the Hiftorians are ra- 
ther to be believed. And what would the 
lot of princes be, were they allowed no 
relaxation from their toils, while they al- 
low that privilege to their people? Sub- 
jects as we are, let us venerate the amufe- 
ments of our Sovereigns; let us believe that 
the auguft cares for our good, which em- 
ploy them, follow them often even to the 
very bofom of their pleafures." 

Many are the flrokes in the Lufiad which, 
muft endear the charafter of Camoens to 
every reader of fcnfibility. The noble free- 
dom and manly indignation with which he 
mentions the foible of his prince, and the- 
flatterers of his court, would do honour to 
the greateft names of Greece or Rome. 
While the ftsadow of freedom remained in 
Portugal, the greateft men of that nation, 
in the days of Lufian heroifm, thought and 
conducted themfelves in the fpirit of Ca- 
moens. A noble anecdote of this brave 
fpirit offers itfelf. Alonzo IV. furnamed 
the Brave, afcended the throne of Portugal 
in the vigour of his age The pleafures of 
the chace engroffed all his attention. Hii 
confidents and favourites encouraged, and 

allured. 
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In defart wilds devoted to the chace; 

Each dear enchantment of the female face 

Spurn'd and negle&ed : Him enraged he fees, 

And fweet, and dread his punifliment decrees. 
Before his ravifh'd fight, in fweet furprife, 

Naked in all her charms mall Dian rife j 

With love's fierce flames his frozen heart mall f burn, 

Coldly his fuit, the nymph, unmoved, mall fpurn. 

allured him to it.    His time was fpent in 
the forefts of Cintra, while the affairs of 
government were neglefted, or executed bv 
thofe whofe intereft it was to keep their fo- 
vcreign  in  ignorance.     His prefence,   at 
laft, being neceflary at Lifbon, he entered 
the council with all the briflc impetuofity 
of a young fportfman, and with great famili- 
arity and gaiety entertained his nobles with 
the hiftory of a whole month fpent in hunt- 
ing,   in fifhing, and mooting.    When he 
had finifhed his narrative, a nobleman of 
the firfl rank rofe up: Courts and camps, 
faid he, were allotted for kings, not woods 
and  deferts.    Even  the affairs of private 
men fuffer when recreation is preferred to 
bufinefs.    But when the whims of plcafure 
engrofs the thoughts of a king, a whole 
nation is configned to ruin.    We came here 
for other purpofes than to hear the exploits 
of the chace, exploits which are only intel- 
ligible to grooms and falconers.    If your 
majefty will attend to the wants, and re- 
move the grievances of your people, you 
will find them obedient fubjecb ;   if" not 
 The king, darting with rage, inter- 
rupted him, If not, what If not, re- 
fumed the nobleman, in a firm tone, they 
will look for another and a better king. 
Alonzo, in the higheft tranfport of pafiion, 
cxpreflcd his refentment, and halted out of 
the room.    In a little while however he re- 
turned, calm and reconciled ;   I perceive, 
faid he,   the truth of what ycu fay.    He 
who will not execute the duties of a king, 
cannot long have good fubjeds.    Remem- 
ber, from this day, you have nothing more 
lo do with Alonzo the fportfman, but with 

Alonzo the king of Portugal. His majefty 
was as good as his promife, and became as 
a warriour and politician, one of the greatell 
of the Portuguefe monarchs. 

P With love's fierce flames his frozen heart 
fiallburtt—" It is faid, that upon the faith 
of a portrait Don Scbaftian fell in love with 
Margaret of France, daughter of Henry II. 
and demanded her in marriage, but was 
refufed. The Spaniards treated him no 
Icfs unfavourably, for they alfo rejected his 
propofals for one of the daughters of Phi- 
lip II. Our author confiders thefe refufals 
as the punifliment of Don Sebaftian's ex- 
cefiivc attachment to the chace ; but this is 
only a confequence of the prejudice with 
which he viewed the amufements of his 
prince. The truth is, thefe princcflcs were 
refufed for political reafons, and not with 
any regard to the manner in which he filled 
up his moments of leifure." 

Thus Caftera, who, with the fame fpirit 
of fagacity, flarts and anfwers the follow- 
ing objections : " But here is a difficulty : 
Camoens wrote during the life of Don Sc- 
baftian, but the circumftance he relates (the 
return of Gama) happened feveral years 
before, under the reign of Emmanuel. How 
therefore could he fay that Cupid then faw 
Don Scbaftian at the chace, when that 
prince was not then born ? The anfwer is 
cafy : Cupid, in the allegory of this work, 
reprcfems the love of God, the Holy Spirit, 
who is God himfclf. Now the Divinity 
admits of no diftinftion of time; one glance 
of his eye beholds the part, the prefent, 
and the future; every thing is prefent be- 
fore him." "     r 

This 



BOOK IX. THE       LUSIAD. 

Of thefe loved dogs that now his paffions fway, 
Ah, may he never fall the haplefs prey ! 
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Enraged he fees a venal herd, the q fhame 

Of human race, aflume the titled name; 

And each, for fome bafe intereft of his own, 

With Flattery's manna'd lips aflail the throne. 

He fees the men, whom holieft fandlions bind 

To poverty, and love of human kind ; 

This defence of the fi&ion of A(\xon, is 
not more abfurd than ufelefs. The free and 
bold fpirit of poetry, and in particular the 
nature of allegory, defend it. The poet 
might eafily have faM, that Cupid fcrrfaiv ; 
but had he faid fo his fatire had been much 
lefs genteel. As the fentiments of Caflera 
on this paflage are extremely chara&erifti- 
cal of the French ideas, another note from 
him will perhaps be agreeable. " Several 
Portuguefe writers have remarked, fays he, 
that the wifh 

Of thefe loved dogs that now Ms paffions fway, 
Ah ! may he never fall llie hajiltTs prey ! 
Had in it an air of prophecy ; and Fate in 
effeft, feemed careful to accomplifh it, in 
making the prefaged woes to fall upon Don 
Sebaftian. If he did not fall a prey to his 
pack of hounds, we may however fay that 
he was devoured by his favourites, who 
milled his youth and his great foul. But 
at any rate our poet has carried the fimili- 
tude too far. It was certainly injurious to 
Don Sebaftian, who neverthelefs had the 
bounty not only not to punifh this audacity, 
but to reward the juft elogies which the au- 
thor had bellowed on him in other places. 
As much as the indifcretion of Camoens 
ought to furprife us, as much ought we to 
admire the gencrofity of his maftcr." 

This foppery, this flavery in thinking, 
cannot fail to roufc the indignation of every 
manly breaft, when the fafts are fairly 
ftated. Don Sebaftian, who afcended the 
throne when a child, was a prince of great 

abilities and great fpirit, but hii youth was 
poifoned with the moft romantic ideas of 
military glory. The affairs of ftnte were 
left to his miniflcrs, (for nxihife charaSler 

fee the next note) his other ftudics were ne- 
glefted, and military exercifes, of which 
he not unjuftly eftecmed the chace a 
principal, were almoft his fole employ. 
Camoens beheld this romantic turn, and in 
a genteel allegorical fatire foreboded its 
confequences. The wifh, that his prince 
might not fall the prey of his favourite paf- 
fion, was in vain. In a rafh, ill-concerted 
expedition into Africa, Don Sebaftian loft 
his crown in his twenty-fifth year, an event 
which foon after produced the fall of the 
Portuguefe empire. Had the nobility pof- 
fefled the fpirit of Camoens, had they, 
like him, endeavoured to check the Quix- 
otifm of a young generous prince, that 
prince might have reigned long and happy, 
and Portugal might have efcaped the Spa- 
nifh yoke, which foon followed his defeat 
at Alcazar; a yoke which funk Portugal 
into an abys of mifery, from which, in all 
probability, fhe will never emerge in her 
former fplendor. 

1 Enraged be fees a -venal herd, the Jhame 
Of human race, ajfume the titled name.— 
" After having ridiculed all the plcafures 
of Don Sebaftian, the author now proceeds 
to his courtiers, to whom he has done na 
injuftice. Thofe who are acquainted with 
the Portuguefe hiftory, will readily acknow- 
ledge this."    Cafera. 

While 
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While foft as drop the dews of balmy May, 

Their words preach virtue and her charms difplay, 

He fees with luft of gold their eyes on fire, 

And every wifli to lordly Hate afpire j 

He fees them trim the lamp at night's mid hour, 

To plan new laws to arm the regal power; 

Sleeplefs at night's mid hour to raze the laws, 

The facred bulwarks of the peoples' caufe, 

Framed ere the blood of hard-earn'd victory 

On their brave fathers' helm-hackt fwords was dry. 

Nor thefe alone, each rank, debafed and rude, 

Mean objects, worthlefs of their love, purfued : 

Their paflions thus rebellious to his lore, 

The God decrees to punifli and reftore. 

The little loves, light hovering in the air, 

Twang their filk bow-firings, and their aims prepare: 

Some on th' immortal anvils point the dart, 

With power refiftlefs to inflame the heart; 

Their arrow heads they tip with foft defires, 

And all the warmth of love's celeftial fires; 

Some fprinkle o'er the fliafts the tears of woe, 

Some flore the quiver, fome relax the bow ; 

Each chanting as he works the tuneful flrain 

Of love's dear joys, of love's luxurious pain; 

Charm'd - 
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Charm'd was the lay to conquer and refine, 

Divine the melody, the fong divine. 

Already now began the vengeful war, 

The witnefs of the God's benignant care; 

On the hard bofoms of the ftubborn r crowd 

An arrowy fhower the bowyer train beftow'd ; 

Pierced by the whizzing fliafts deep fighs the air, 

And anfwering fighs the wounds of love declare. 

Though various featured and of various hue, 

Each nymph feems lovelieft in her lover's view; 

Fired by the darts, by novice archers fped, 

Ten thoufand wild fantaftic loves are bred : 

In wildeft dreams the ruftic hind afpires, 

And haughtieft lords confefs the humbleft fires. 

The fnowy fwans of Love's celeftial Queen 

Now land her chariot on the fliore of green ; 

One knee difplay'd me treads the flowery ftrand, 

The gather'd robe falls loofely from her hand ; 

Half-feen her bofom heaves the living fnow, 

And on her fmiles the living rofes glow. 

' On the hard hfimt of the ftubborn crowd There Is an elegance in the original 
of this line, which the Englifh language will not admit; 

Nos duros coracoens de plebe dura. 

In the hard hearts of the hard vulgar.  

C c c The 

» 
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The bowyer God vvhofe fubtle fhafts ne'er fly 

Mifaim'd, in vain, in vain on earth or fky, 

With rofy fmiles the Mother Power receives; 

Around her climbing, thick as ivy leaves, 

The vaflal Loves in fond contention join 

Who firft and moft mail kifs her hand divine. 

Swift in her arms fhe caught her wanton Boy, 

And,  Oh, my fon, fhe cries, my pride, my joy, 
Againft thy might the dreadful Typhon fail'd, 

Againft thy fliaft nor heaven, nor Jove prevail'd; 

Unlefs thine arrow wake the young defires, 

My ftrength, my power, in vain each charm expires t 

My fon, my hope, I claim thy powerful aid, 

Nor be the boon, thy mother fues, delay'd : 

Where-e'er, fo will th* Eternal Fates, where-e'er 

The Lufian race the victor ftandards rear, 

There mail my hymns refound, my altars flame,. 

And heavenly Love her joyful lore proclaim. 

My Lufian heroes, as my Romans, brave, 

Long toft, long hopelefs on the ftorm-torn wave, 

Wearied and weak, at laft on India's fhore 

Arrived, new toils, repofe denied, they bore; 

For Bacchus there with tenfold rage purfued 

My dauntlefs fons, but now his might fubdued, 

Amid thefe raging feas, the fcene of woes, 

Theirs mail be now the balm of fweet repofe j 

Theirs 
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Theirs every joy the nobleft heroes claim, 

The raptured foretafte of immortal fame. 

Then bend thy bow and wound the Nereid train, 

The lovely daughters of the azure main; 
And lead them, while they pant with amorous fire, 

Right to the ifle which all my fmiles infpire: 

Soon fliall my care that beauteous ifle fupply, 
Where Zephyr breathing love, on Flora's lap fliall figh. 

There let the nymphs the gallant heroes meet, 

And flrew the pink and rofe beneath their feet: 

In chryftal halls the feafl: divine prolong, 

With wine ne&areous and immortal fong: 

Let every nymph the fnow white bed prepare, 

And, fairer far, refign her bofom there ; 

There to the greedy riotous embrace 
Refign each hidden charm with deareft grace. 

Thus from my native waves a hero line 

Shall rife, and o'er the Eafl: illuftrious ' fhine; 

Thus fliall the rebel world thy prowefs know, 
And what the boundlefs joys our friendly powers beftow. 

She faid ; and fmiling view'd her mighty Boy; 

Swift to the chariot fprings the god of joy; 

» Thus from my native nvn-vts a htro lint reids, is to be underrtood the other Portu- 
Siatt rift, and o'er the Eaft iUufiriom Jhint- guefc, who, following the ileps of Gama. 
" By the line of heroes to be produced by cftablifhed illuftrious colonies in India. — 
the union of the Portuguefe with the Nc- Cajitra. 

C c c 2 His 
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His ivory bow, and arrows tipt with gold, 

Blaz'd to the fun-beam as the chariot roll'd: 

Their filver harnefs mining to the day 

The fwans on milk-white pinions fpring away, 

Smooth gliding o'er the clouds of lovely blue; 

And Fame,' fo will'd the God, before them flew: 

A giant goddefs, whofe ungovern'd tongue 

With equal zeal proclaims or right or wrong j 

Oft had her lips the god of love blafphem'd, 

And oft with tenfold praife his conquefts nam'd : 

An hundred eyes fhe rolls with ceafelefs care, 

A thoufand tongues what thefe behold declare : 

Fleet is her flight, the lightning's wing me rides, 

And though fhe fhifts her colours fwift as glides 

The April rainbow, ftill the croud fhe guides. 

And now aloft her wondering voice me rais'd, 

And with a thoufand glowing tongues fhe prais'd 

The bold Difcoverers of the eaftern world ■ 

In gentle fwells the liftening furgee curl'd, 

And murmur'd to the founds of plaintive love 

Along the grottoes where the Nereids rove. 

The drowfy Power on whofc fmooth eafy mein 

The fmiles of wonder and delight are feen, 

• And Famt a giant-go Jdtjs This imitations, copies after Homer.   He adopts 
pafTage affords a linking inftance of  the fome circumftances, but by adding others, 
judgment of Camoens.    Virgil's celebrated he makes a new pifture, which jullly may 
defcription of Fame, (fee p. 206.) is in his be called his own. 
eye, but he copies it, as Virgil, in his belt 

Whofe 

\ 
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Whofe glolTy fimpering eye befpeaks her name, 

Credulity, attends the goddefs Fame. 

Fired by the heroes' praife, the watery gods", 

With ardent fpeed forfake their deep abodes; 

Their rage by vengeful Bacchus rais'd of late, 

Now flung remorfe, and love fucceeds to hate. 

Ah, where-remorfe in female bofom bleeds, 

The tendereft love in all its glow fucceeds. 

When fancy glows, how ftrong, O Love, thy power! 

Nor flipt the eager God the happy hour; 

Swift fly his arrows o'er the billowy main, 

Wing'd with his fires, nor flies a fhaft in vain : 

Thus, ere the face the lover's breaft infpires, 

The voice of fame awakes the foft defires. 

While from the bow-ftring ftart the fhafts divine, 

His ivory moon's wide horns inceiTant join, 

Swift twinkling to the view; and wide he pours 

Omnipotent in love his arrowy fhowers. 

E'en Thetis' felf confeft the tender fmart, 

And pour'd the murmurs of the wounded heart: 

>■ The ivatery gods To mention       however is claflical, and therefore retained. 
the gods in the mafculine gender, and im-       Virgil ufcs it, where Eneas is conducted by 
mediately to apply to them, Venus through the flames of Troy; 

O peito feminil, que levemente Defcendo, ac duccnte Deo, flanimam inter et 
Muda quayfquer propofitos tornados.— hoftes 

Expedior ■ 
The  eafe  with  which   the   female  breaft 
changes its resolutions, may to the hyper-       This is in the manner of the Greek Poets, 
critic appear reprehenfible.   The expreffion      who ufe the word Qw for God or Goddefs. 

Soft 
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Soft o'er the billows pants the amourous figh; 

With wifhful langour melting on each eye 

The love-fick nymphs explore the tardy fails 

That waft the heroes on the lingering gales. 

Give way, ye lofty billows, low fubfide, 

Smooth as the level plain, your fwelling pride, 
Lo, Venus comes 1    Oh, foft, ye furges, fleep, 
Smooth be the bofom of the azure deep, 

Lo, Venus comes ! and in her vigorous train 

She brings the healing balm of love-fick pain. 

White as her fwans", and ftately as they rear 

Their fnowy crefts when o'er the lake they fteer, 

Slow moving on, behold, the fleet appears, 

And o'er the diftant billow onward fleers. 

The beauteous Nereids flufh'd in all their charms 

Surround the Goddefs of the foft alarms : 

Right to the ifle fhe leads the fmiling train, 

And all her arts her balmy lips explain ; 

The fearful langour of the afking eye, 

The lovely blufh of yielding modefty, 

The grieving look, the figh, the favouring fmile, 

And all th' endearments of the open wile, 

* White as her /wans A diftant fleet the original.    It is adopted from an uncom- 
compared to fwans on a lake is certainly an mon liberty taken by Fanfhaw • 
happy thought     The allufion  to the pomp The pregnant/*,/* on Neptune's furfi.ee ereep, 
of  Venus,   whofe agency  is  immed.ately Like her own Swam, in gate, out-cbefl, and 
concerned, gives it befidcs a peculiar pro- fetter. 
piiety.     This fimilie however is not in 

She 
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She taught the nymphs In willing breafts that heaved 

To hear her lore, her lore the nymphs received. 

As. now triumphant.to their native more 

Through the wide deep the joyful navy bore, 

Earneft the pilot's eyes fought cape or bay, 

For long was yet the various watery way; 

Sought cape or ifle from whence their boats might bring 

The healthful bounty of the chryftal fpring : 

When fudden, all in nature's pride array'd, 

The Ifle of Love its glowing breaft difplay'd. 

O'er the green bofom of the dewy lawn 

Soft blazing flow'd the filver of the dawn, 

The gentle waves the glowing luftre mare, 

Arabia's balm was fprinkled o'er the air. 

Before the fleet, to catch the heroes' view, 

The floating ifle fair Acidalia drew : 
Soon as the floating verdure caught their ' fight, 

She fixt, unmov'd, the ifland of delight. 

So when in child-birth of her Jove-fprung load, 

The fylvan goddefs and the bowyer god, 

* Seen at the /eating verdure caught their Venus.    " The fi&ions of Camoens,  fay* 
jlfht As the departure of Gama from he, fent d'autant plus mer-veil/enfer, ou'ellej 
India was abrupt (fee his life) he put into out toutts leur fondement dans 1 hiftoirc, are 
one of the beautiful iflands of Anchediva the more marvellous, becaufe they are all 
for frefh water.   While he was here careen- founded in hiflory.    It is not difficult to find 
ine his (hips, fay3 Faria, a pirate named why he makes his ifland of Anchediva to 
Timoja, attacked him with eight fmall vef- wander on the waves; it is in allufion to a 
fels   fo linked together and covered with Angular event related by Barros."    He then 
boughs, that they formed the appearance of proceeds to the ftory of Timoja, as if the 
a floating ifland.   This, fays Caftera, af- genius of Camoens Hood in need of fo weak 
forded the fiftion of the floating ifland of an affiflance. 

In 
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In friendly pity of Latona's woesr, 

Amid the waves the Delian ifle arofe. 

And now led fmoothly o'er the furrow'd tide, 

Right to the ifle of joy the vefTels glide : 

The bay they enter, where on every hand, 

Around them clafps the flower-enamell'd land; 

A fafe retreat, where not a blaft may fhake 

Its fluttering pinions o'er the ftilly lake. 

With purple fliells, transfus'd as marble veins, 

The yellow fands celeftial Venus {tains. 

With graceful pride three hills of fofteft green 

Rear their fair bofoms o'er the fylvan fcene; 

Their fides embroider'd boaft the rich array 

Of flowery fhrubs in all the pride of May; 

The purple lotos and the fnowy thorn, 

And yellow pod-flowers every flope adorn. 

From the green fummits of the leafy hills 

Defcend with murmuring lapfe three limpid rills; 

Beneath the rofe-trecs loitering flow they glide, 

Now tumbles o'er fome rock their chryftal pride; 

Sonorous now they roll adown the glade, 

Now plaintive tinkle in the fecret made, 

Now from the darkling grove, beneath-the beam 

Of ruddy morn, like melted filver flream, 

1 Jn frleidly pity of La/eita's ivces  diftrefs, raifed the ifland of Delos for her 
Latona, in pregnancy by Jupiter, was perfe- refuge, where (he was delivered of Apollo 
cuted by Juno, who fent the ferpent Python and Diana. Ovjo. MET. 
in purfuit of her.    Neptune, in pity of her 

Edging 
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Edging the painted margins of the bowers, 

And breathing liquid frefhnefs on the flowers. 

Where bright reflected in the pool below 

The vermil apples tremble on the bough ; 

Where o'er the yellow fands the waters fleep 

The primrofed banks, inverted, dew drops weep ; 

Where murmuring o'er the pebbles purls the ftream 

"The filver trouts in playful curvings gleam. 

Long thus and various every riv'lct ftrays, 

Till clofing now their long meandring maze, 

Where in a fmiling vale the mountains end, 

Form'd in a chryftal lake the waters blend *: 
Fring'd was the border with a woodland (hade, 

In every leaf of various green array'd, 
Each ycllow-ting'd, each mingling tint between 

The dark afh-vcrdure and the filvcry green. 

The trees now bending forward flowly make 

Their lofty honours o'er the chryflal lake; 

Now from the flood the graceful boughs retire 

With coy referve, and now again admire 

Their various liveries by the fummer drefl, 

Smooth-jriofs'd and foftened in the mirror's breafl. 

1 Fcrm'd in a cbryftal lait tbt ivattrs In 1505 Don Francifco Almeyda built a 
hltnd. — Caftera alfo attributes this to hif- fort in this ifland.    In digging among fome 
tory.    " The Portuguefe a&ually found in ancient ruins he found many crucifixes of 
this ifland, fays he, a fine piece of water black and red colour, from whence the Por- 
ornamented with hewn ftones and magnifi- tugucfe conjeftured, fays Oforius,  that the 
cent aquedufts; an ancient and fuperb work, Anchedivian iflandshad in former ages been 
of which no body knew the author." inhabited by Chriftians.    Vid. Ofor. L. iv. 

D d d So 
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So by her glafs the wifhful virgin flays, 

And oft retiring Meals the lingering gaze. 

A thoufand boughs aloft to heaven difplay 

Their fragrant apples fhining to the day; 

The orange here perfumes the buxom * air, 

And boafts the golden hue of Daphne's hair. 

Near to the grouhd each fpreading bough defcends, 

Beneath her yellow load the citron bends; 

The fragrant lemon fcents the cooly grove; 

Fair as when ripening for the days of love 

The virgin's breafts the gentle fwell avow, 

So the twin fruitage ftvell on every bough. 

Wild foreft trees the mountain fides array'd 

With curling foliage and romantic fhade :. 

Here fpreads the poplar, to Alcides dear; 

And dear to Phoebus, ever verdant here, 

a The orange here perfumes the buxom air> 
And boajls I be golJen hue ofDaphm*! ba'tr.— 
Frequent allufions to the fables of the an- 
tients form a chara&eriftical feature of the 
poetry of the 16th and 17th centuries. A 
profuiion of it is pedantry; a moderate ufe 
of it however in a poem of thefe times 
pleafes, becaufe it difcovers the ftages of 
compofition, and has in itfclf a fine effeft, 
as it illuftrates its fubjcft by prefenting the 
claflical reader with fome little landfcapcs of 
that country through which he has travelled. 
The defcnption of forefls is a favourite 
topic in poetry. Chaucer, Taflb, and 
Spenfer, have been happy in it, but both 
have copied an admired paflage in Statius ; 

■ Catlit ardua fagus, 
Chaoniumque nemus, brumxque illacfa cupref- 

fus j 
Procumbunt piccx, flammis alimcnta fuprcmis, 

Orni<iue, iliceaeque trabes, metuandaque fulco- 
Taxus, & infandos belli potura cruores 
Fraximis,. atque fitu non expugnabile robur: 
Hinc andnx abies, is. odoro vuTnjre pinus 
Scinditur, acclinant intonfa cacumina tcrre 
Alnus arnica fretis, nee inhofpita vitibus ulmus. 

In rural defcriptions three things are neccf- 
fary to render them poetical; the happinefs 
of epithet, of pifturefque arrangement, and 
of little landfcape views. Without thefc, 
all the names of trees and flowers, though, 
lining together in tolerable numbers, con- 
tain no more poetry than a nurferyman or a 
florift's catalogue. In Statius, in Taflb and 
Spenfer's admired forcfts, (Gicr. Liber. C. 
3. St. 75, 76, and F. Queen, B. 1. C. 1. 
St. 8, 9.) the poetry coniifts entirely in the 
happinefs of the epithets. In Camocns, all 
the three requifites are admirably attained, 
and blended together. 

The 



BOOK IX. THE       L U S   I   A   D. 389 

The laurel joins the bowers for ever green, 

The myrtle bowers belov'd of beauty's queen.- 

To Jove the oak his wide fpread branches rears; 

And high to heaven the fragrant cedar bears ; 

Where through the glades appear the cavern'd rocks, 

The lofty pine-tree waves her fable locks j 

Sacred to Cybele the whifpering pine 

Loves the wild grottoes where the white cliffs mine -, 

Here towers the cyprefs, preacher to the wife, 

Lefs'ning from earth her fpiral honours rife, 

Till, as a fpear-point rear'd, the topmoft fpray 

Points to the Eden of eternal day. 

Here round her foftering elm the fmiling vine 

In fond embraces gives her arms to twine, 

The numerous clufters pendant from the boughs, 

The green here gliftens, here the purple glows; 

For here the genial feafons of the year 

Danc'd hand in hand, no place for winter here j 

His grifly vifage from the fhore expell'd, 

United fway the fmiling feafons held. 

Around the fwelling fruits of deepening red, 

Their fnowy hues the fragrant bloflbms fpread ; 

•Between the burfting buds of lucid green 

The apple's ripe vermillion blufli is feen; 

For here each gift Pomona's hand bellows 

In cultur'd garden, free, uncultur'd flows, 

D d d 2 The 
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The flavour fweeter, and the hue more fair,. 

Than e'er was fofter'd by the hand of care. 

The cherry here in mining crimfon glows ; 

And ftain'd with lover's blood b, in pendant rows, 

The bending boughs the mulberries o'crload; 

The bending boughs carefs'd by Zephyr nod. 

The generous peach, that ftrengthens in exile 

Far from his native earth, the Perfian foil, 

The velvet peach of fofeft glofly blue 

Hangs by the pomgranate of orange hue, 

Whofe open heart a brighter red difplays. 

Than that which fparkles in the ruby's blaze. 

Here, trembling with their weight, the branches bear, 
Delicious as profufe, the tapering pear. 

For thee, fair fruit, the fongfters of the grove- 

With hungry bills from bower to arbour rove. ' 

Ah, if ambitious thou wilt own the care 

To grace the feaft of heroes and the fair, 

Soft let the leaves with grateful umbrage hide 

The green-ting'd orange of thy mellow fide. 

A thoufand flowers of gold, of white and red 

Far o'er the fhadowy c vale their carpets fpread, 

k And ft ait? d -with Lover's ilced% Py- Signa tene cxdis :• puIJofque et luflibus aptot 
ramus and Thilbe: Semper lube fectus gcinini monumema cmorls. 

Arborei foetus afpergine cxdis in atram OVID. MET. 
Vertunturfaciem : madefactaque fanguine radix ^ 
Puniceo tingit pendentia mora colore  c               The ftjadonxiy vale Literal 
At tu quo ramis arbor miferabile corpus from the original, O fombrio -valley. 
Nunc tegis unius, raox es tcftura duoruro j which Fanfliaw however has tranflated, " the 

gloomy 
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Of fairer tapeftry, and of richer bloom, 

Than ever glow'd in Perfia's boafted loom : 

As glittering rainbows o'er the verdure thrown, 

O'er every woodland walk th' embroidery fhone. 

Here o'er the watery mirror's lucid bed 
Narciflus, fclf-enamour'd, hangs the head ; 

And here, bedew'd with love's celeftial tears, 

The woe-markt flower of flain Adonis d rears 

Its purple head, prophetic of the reign, 

When loft Adonis fhall revive again. 

At ftrife appear the lawns and purpled fkies,- 

Which from each other ftole the. beauteous' dyes 

gloomy valley," and" thus has given us a 
funereal, where the author intended a fef- 
tive landfcape. It mult be. confefTed how- 
ever, that the defcription- of the ifland of 
Venus, is infinitely the beft part all of Fan- 
fhaw's tranflation. And indeed the dulleft 
profe tranflation might obfeure, but could 
not poffibly throw a total eclipfc over fo ad- 
mirable an original. 

d The tuoe-marit flo-wer ofjlain Adonis— 
luatrr'dby the tears of love. The Aene- 
mone. " This, fays Caftera, is applicable 
to the celeftial Venus, for according to my- 
thology, her amour with Adonis had nothing 
in it impure, but was only the love which 
nature bears to the fun." The fables of an- 
tiquity have generally a threefold interpre- 
tation, an hiftorical allufion, a phyfical and 
a metaphyfical allegory. In the latter'view, 
the fable of Adonis is only applicable to the 
celeftial Venus. A divine youth is outrage- 
oufly flain, but (hall revive again at the re- 
iteration of the golden age. Several na- 
tions, it is well known, under different 
names, celebrated the myftcries, or the death 
and refurreftion of Adonis; among whom 

were the Britifh Druids, as we are told by 
Dr. Stukely. In the fame manner Cupid, 
in the fable of Phyche, is interpreted by 
mythologifts, to fignify the divine love 
weeping over the degeneracy of human nature. 

c At ftrift appear the laivns and purpled 
Jkies, -who from each other ftole the beauteous 
dyes.—On this paflage Caftera has the fol- 
lowing fenfible though turgid note : " This 
" thought, fays he, is taken from the idyl- 
" Hum of Aufonius on the rofe ; 

" Ambigeres rapereme rofis Aurora ruborem, 
" An <!artt, & flotes tingere torta dies. 

'< Camoens who had a genius rich of itfelf, 
" ftill farther enriched it at the expence of 
«' the ancients. Behold what makes great 
" authors! Thofe who pretend to give us 
" nothing but the fruits of their own 
" growth, foon fail, like the little rivulets 
" which dry up in the fummcr, very dif- 
" fcrent from the floods, who receive in 
" their courfe the tribute of an hundred and 
" an hundred rivers, and which even in 
" the dog-days carry their waves triumphant 
" to the ocean." 

The 
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The lawn in all Aurora's luflrre glows, 

Aurora fteals the blufhes of the rofe, 

The rofe difplays the blufhes that adorn 

The fpotlefs virgin on the nuptial morn. 

Zephyr and Flora emulous confpire 

To breathe their graces o'er the field's attire j 

The one gives healthful frefhnefs, one the hue, 

Fairer than e'er,-creative pencil drew. 

Pale as the love-fick hopelefs maid they dye 

The modeft violet; from the curious eye 

The modeft violet turns her gentle head, 

And by the thorn weeps o'er her lowly bed. 

Bending beneath the tears of pearly .dawn 

The fnow white lilly glitters o'er the lawn; 

Low from the bough reclines.the damafk rofe. 
And o'er the lilly's milk white bofom glows. 

Frefh in the dew far.o'er the painted dales, 

Each fragrant herb her fweeteft fcent exhales. 

The hyacinth bewrays the doleful Aif, 

And calls the tribute of Apollo's figh; 

Still on it's bloom the mournful flower retains 

The .lovely blue that dy'd the ftripling's veins. 

f The hyacinth hnvrayi the dtleful Ai.—       Purpureus color hiilc, argenteus eflet in illis. 
Hyacinthus, a youth beloved of Apollo, by       Non fatis hoc Phxbo clt: is enini fuit auftor 
whom he was accidentally (lain, and after-       T , 

honoris-. .      . 
j   .        J :_.«« <!«..„„_. Ipfe fuos gemitus foliis lnrcribit; & Ai, Ai. 

-^^-flo-rnitem.oroftro ^sh^inraiptum^uueftaquent^duaa 

Flo*  oritur, formamque capit, quam lilia: fi OVID  MET 
non? 

Pomona 
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Pomona fir'd with rival envy views 

The glaring pride of Flora's darling hues ; 

Where Flora bids the purple iris fpread, 

She hangs the wilding's bloflbm white and red; 

Where wild thyme purples, where the daify fnows 

The curving Hopes, the melon's pride me throws; 
Where by the ftre'am the lilly of the vale, 

Primrofe, and cowflip meek, perfume the gale, 

Beneath the lilly and the cowflip's bell 

The fcarlet ftrawberries luxurious fwell. 

Nor thefe alone the teeming Eden yields, 

Each harmlefs beftial crops the flowery fields; 

And birds of every note and every wing 

Their loves refponfive thro' the branches fing : 

In fweet vibrations thrilling o'er the ikies,. 

High pois'd in air the lark his warbling tries; 

The fwan flow failing o'er the chryftal lake 

Tunes his melodious note; from every brake 

The glowing frrain the nightingale returns, 

And in the bowers of love the turtle mourns. 

Pleas'd to behold his branching horns appear, 

O'er the bright fountain bends the fearlefs deer; 

The hare ftarts trembling from the bufhy made, 

And fwiftly circling, crofles oft the glade. 

Where from the rocks the bubbling founts diftil, 

The milk-white lambs come bleating down the hill; 

393 

The 



594 T :H   E       L   U -S   I   A   D. BOOK IX. 

The dappled heifer feeks the-vales below, 

•And from the thicket' fprings the bounding doe. 
To his lov'd neft, on fondly fluttering wings, 

In chirping bill the little fongfter brings 

The food untafted; tranfport thrills his bread j 

'Tis nature's touch, 'tis inftindt's heav'n-like feaft. 

Thus bower and lawn were deckt with Eden's flowers, 

And fong and joy imparadifed the bowers. 

And foon the fleet their ready anchors threw: 

Lifted on eager tip-toe at the view, 

On nimble feet that bounded to the ftrand 

The fecond Argonauts s elance to land. 

Wide o'er the beauteous ifle h the lovely Fair 

Stray through the .diftant glades, devoid of care. 

K The fecor.d Argonauts. The expedi- 
tion of the Golden ^Fleece was cfteemed in 
ancient poetry, one of the -mod daring ad- 
ventures, the'fuccefsof which was accounted 
miraculous. The allufions of Camoens to 
this voyage, though in the fpirit of his age, 
arc by no means improper. 

h Wide o\r the beauteous ijle tbe'h-velj Fair. 
 We now come to the paffage con- 
demned by Voltaire, as fo lafcivious, that no 
ration in Europe, except the Portugucfe and 
Italians could bear it. But the author of 
■the detcfhble poem La Pucelle d'Or/eans, 
-talks of the ifland of Venus with that fame 
knowledge of his fubjeft with which he 
made Camoens, who was not then born, a 
companion to Gama in the expedition which 
difcovered the route to India. Though Vol- 
taire's cavils, I truft, are in general fully an- 
fwered in the preface, a particular exa- 
mination of the charge of indecency may 
not be unncceffary ere the reader enter 
upon the paflage itfclf.   No painter then, 

let it be remembered, was ever blamed for 
drawing the graces unveiled or naked. In 
fculpture, in painting, and poetry, it is not 
nakednefs, it is the expreflion or manner 
only that offends decency. It is this which 
conftitutes the difference between a Venus 
de Medicis and the lafcivious paintings in 
the apartments of a Tiberius. The fate of 
Camoens has hitherto been very peculiar. 
The mixture of Pagan and Chriflian mytho- 
logy in his machinery has been anathema- 
lifcd, and his ifland of Love rcprefentcd as 
a brothel. Yet both accufations are the 
arrogant affertions of the moft fuperficial ac- 
quaintance with his woiks, a Hear/ay,czchoed 
from critic to critic. His poem itfelf, and 
a comparifon of its parts with the fimilar 
conduft of the greateft modern poets, will 
clearly evince, that in both inftanccs no 
modern Epic Writer of note has given lefs 
offence to true criticifm. 

Not to mention Arioflo, whofedefcriptions 
will often  admit of no  paliation, Tafib, 

Spcufcr, 
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From lowly valley and from mountain grove 

The lovely nymphs renew the ftrains of love. 

Spenfer, and Milton, have always been ef- 
teemed among the challeft of poets, yet in 
that delicacy of warm defcription, which 
Milton has fo finely exemplified in the nup- 
tials of our firft parents, none of them can 
boaft the continued uniformity of the Por- 
tugucfe Poet. Though there, is a warmth 
in the colouring of Camoens which even the 
genius of Taflb has not reached ; and though 

..the ifland of Arrhida is evidently copied 
from the Lufiad, yet thofe who are poffeflbd 
of the finer feelings, will eafily difcover an 
effential difference between the love-fcenes 
of the two poets, a difference greatly in 
favourof the delicacy of the former. Though 
.the nymphs in Camoens are detected naked 
in the woods and in the ftream, and though 
dcfirous to captivate, ftill their behaviour is 
that of the virgin who hopes to be the 
fpoufe. They aft the part of offended mo- 
defty; even when they yield they are filent, 
and behave in every refpeft like Milton's 
Eve in the ftate of innocence, who 

         What was honour knew     ■ 

And who difplaycd 
Her virtue, nnd tlie conference of her worth, 
That would be wooed, and not unfought be won. 

To Aim up all, the nuptial fanftity draws its 
hallowed curtains, and a maftcrly allegory 
Ihuts up the love-fcenes of Camoens. 

How different from all this Ls the ifland of 
Armida in Taflo, and its tranflation, the 
Jiower of Acraf.a, in Spenfer ! In thefe 

' virtue is feduced ; the fecne therefore is lefs 
delicate. The nymphs, while they are 
bathing, in place of the modefty of the bride 
as in Camoens, employ all the arts of the 
lafcivious wanton. They ftay not to be 
wooed ; but, as Spenfer gives it, 

The amorous ftvect fpt'th to greedy ejei reveal. 

One ftanza from our Englifh poet, wh'fch 
however is rather fuller than the! original, 
mall here Mice : 

Withal (he laughed and (he hlulVd withal, 
That blulhing to htr bushier gave more grace, 
And hn-hierto her blufhitig, as did fall. 
Now when they fpy'd the knight 10 (lack hi* pace, 
Them to behold, and in bisfparklingface 
The fecrel figni of kindled lujl appear, 
Their wanton merriments they did encrcafe, 

And to him becken'd to approach more near, 
And fieiv'd him many Jigits, that courage coll 

could rear. 

This and other defcriptions, 

Upon a bed of rofes (he was laid 
As faint through heat, or dight to pleafint fin— 

prefent every idea of lafcivious voluptu- 
oufnefs. The allurements of fpeech are 
alfo added. Songs, which breathe every per- 
fuafive, are heard ; and the nymphs boldly 
call to the beholder ; 

£" dolce campo di battaglia il letto 
Fiavi, e I'berbetla morbtda de'pral't.-— 

TASSO. 
Our field of battle is the downy bed, 
Or flowery turf amid the finiling mesd.— 

iiOOLE. 

Thefe, and the whole fcenes in the domains 
of Armida and Acrafia, are in a turn of 

"manner the reverfe of the iflar.d of Venus. 
In thefe the expreffion and idea are me- 
retricious. In Camoens, though the co- 
louring is even warmer, yet the modefty of 
the'Venus de Medicis is ftill preferved. In 
every thing he defcribes there is ftill fome- 
thing ftrongly fimilar to the modeft attitude 
of the arms of that celebrated ftatue. Though 
prudery, that ufual malk of the impurcft 
minds, may condemn him, yet thofe of the 
moft chafte, though lefs gloomy turn, will 
allow, that in comparifon with others, he 
might fay,—Virginibui puerifque canto. 

Spenfer alfo, where hedocsnot follow Tafib, 
is often grofs; and even in fome inftances, 
where the cxpreflion is moft delicate, the 
pifture is nevertheless indecently lafcivicus. 
The third and fourth of the five concluding 
ftanzas, which in his fecond edition he add- 
ed to the third book of the Faerie Queenc, 
a/Ford a ftriking example. The virgin Bri- 
tomari, the pattern of chaftity, ftands by, 
while Sir Scudamore and Amorel, 

• With facet countervailc 
Each other of love's bitter fruit defpoile—» 

But this (hall not here be cited ; only, 

Tlut Dritimarl, half envying their Meft, •' 
\V?.snuicli empafiion'd in her gentle fprite, 
And to herlelr oft wifh'd like liippincfs; 
In vain (lie wifh'd, that fate n'oukl let her 

yet poflefs. 
e c Nor 
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Here from the bowers that crown the plaintive rill 

The folemn harp!s melodious warblings thrill; 

Here from the fhadows of the upland grott 

The mellow lute renews the fwclling note. 

As fair Diana and her virgin train 

Some gayly ramble o'er the flowery plain, 

Nor is Spenfcr's wife of Malbecco more in- 
delicate than fome lines of the Paradife Loft. 
The reply of the Angel to Adam's defcrip- 
tion of his nuptials, contains fome ftrokes 
intolerably dilguftful. And the firft effect 
of the forbidden fruit offers a remarkable 
contraft to that delicacy of exprcflicn which 
adorns the firft loves of Adam and Eve. If 
there is propriety however in thus repre- 
fenting the amours of guilty intoxication, 
by which figure Milton calls it, fome of 
the terms of expreffion are Hill indefenfibly 
indelicate. 

Nor may Thomfon, the man 

who ntver wrote 
One line which, dying, he would wilh to blot- 

plead a greater delicacy of defcription than 
Camoens. Indeed one can fcarcely call the 
adventure of Damon, when he fees his 
miftrefs ftripand bathe, fo handfomely ma- 
naged as the fimilar fcenes in the ifland of 
Venus: 

defperate youth, 
How diirft thou rifque the foul diffracting view— 

And, 
■  Damon drew 

Such madning draughts of beauty to the foul, 
As for a while o'erwhelni'd his raptur'd thought 
With luxury too daring  

not only feem to want fome of that dignity 
which lifts defcription above the ludicrous, 
but feem alfo to have a je tie ff/ii quoi of 
perturbation not quite delicate. The heroes 
of the Lufiad indeed do not kifs the treeS/Or 
write billtts deux when they fee the nymphs 
naked before them. But though Thomfon 
with great propriety has made his lovers fly 

from each other, in modeft awe, after hav- 
ing left the means of difcovery, 

————— But fuft thefe lines 
Traced by his ready pencil, on the bank 
With tiembling hand he threw  

Which (he fnatched up, and ar.fwered on the 
fpreading beech, 

She with the fylvan pen 
Of rural lovers this confelTion carv'd, 
Which foon her Damon kifs'd with weeping 

joy  
•    ••••••be ftill as now 
Difcrcet; the time may come you need not fly. 

Yet this difference of conduct in the two 
poets, affords no objection againft either. 
In each circumllancc propriety is preferved. 
In a word, fo unjuft is the cenfure of Vol- 
taire, a cenfure which never arofe from a 
coruparifon of Camoens with other poets, 
fo ill grounded is the charge againft him, 
that we cannot but admire his fuperior deli- 
cacy ; a delicacy not even underftood in 
England in his age, when the groffcft imagery 
often found a place in the pulpits of the 
molt pious divines; when in the old li- 
turgy itfelf it was efteemed no indelicacy of 
expreffion to enjoin the wife to be buxom in 
bed and'at board Wc know what liberties 
were taken by the politeft writers of the 
Auguftan age; and fuch is the change of 
manners, that Shakefpeare and Spenfer 
might with juftice appeal from the judgment 
of the prefent, when it condemns them 
for indecency. Camoens, however, may 
appeal to the moll polifhed age ; let him bo 
heard for himfelf, let him be compared with 
others of the firft name, and his warmeft 
defcriptions need not dread the decifjon. 

In 
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In feign'd purfuit of hare or bounding roe, 

Their graceful mein and beauteous limbs to fhew; 

Now fceming carelefs, fearful now and coy, 

So taught the goddefs of unutter'd joy, 

And gliding through the diftant glades difplay 

.Each limb, each movement, naked as the day. 

Some light with glee in carelefs freedom take 

Their playful revels in the chryflal lake; 

One trembling ftands no deeper than the knee 

To plunge reludlant, while in fportful glee 

Another o'er her fudden laves the tide; 

In pearly drops the wifhful waters glide, 

-Reludtant dropping from her breafls of fnow; 

Beneath the wave another feems to glow.; 

The amorous waves her bofom fondly kifs'd, 

And rofe and fell, as panting, on her breafl. 

Another fwims along with graceful pride, 

Her filver arms the gliftening waves divide, 

Her mining fides the fondling waters lave, 

Her glowing cheeks are brighten'd by the wave, 

Her hair, of mildeft yellow, flows from fide 

To fide, as o'er it plays the wanton tide, 

And carelefs as (lie turns, her thighs of fnow 

Their tapering rounds in deeper luftre fhew. 

E e e 2 Where 
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Where fome bold Lufians fought the woodland prey, 

And thro' the thickets forc'd the pathlefs way; 

Where fome in fhades impervious to the beamr 

Supinely liilen'd to the murmuring flream r 

Bright fudden through the boughs the various dyes 

Of pink, of fcarlet, and of azure rife. 

Swift from the verdant banks the loiterers fpring-, 

Down drops the arrow from the half drawn firing r 

Soon they behold -'twas not the rofe's hue, 

The jonquil's yellow, nor the panfie's blue : 

Dazzling the (hades the nymphs appear the zone 

And flowing fcarf in gold and azure fhone. 

Naked as Venus flood in Ida's bower, 

Some trufl the dazzling charms of native power; 

Through the green .boughs and darkling fhades they fhew 

The fhining luflre of their native fnow, 

And every tapering, every rounded fwell 
Of thigh, of bofom, as they glide, reveal. 

As vifions cloath'd in dazzling white they rife, 

Then fleal unnoted from the flurried eyes: 

Again apparent, and again withdrawn, 

They fhine and wanton o'er the fmiling lawn. 

Amazed and loft in rapture of furprize, 

All joy, my friends, the brave VELOSO cries, 

Whate'er of goddefies old fable told, 

Or poet fung of facred groves* behold. 

Sacred 
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Sacred to goddefles divinely bright 

Thefe beauteous forelts own their guardian might. 

From eyes profane, from every age conceal'd, 

To us, behold, all Paradife reveal'd! 

Swift let us try if phantoms of the air, 

Or living charms appear, divinely fair ! 

Swift at the word the gallant Lufians bound, 

Their rapid footfteps-fcarcely touch the ground;. 

Through copfe, through brake, impatient of their prey, 

Swift as the wounded deer they fpring away : 

Fleet through the winding {hades in rapid flight 

The nymphs as wing'd with terror fly their fight; 

Fleet though they fled the mild reverted eye, 

And dimpling fmile their feeming fear deny. 

Fleet through the fliades in parted rout they glide 1 

If winding- path the chofen pairs divide, 

Another path by fweet miftake betrays, 

And throws the lover on the lover's gaze : 

If dark-brow'd bower conceal the lovely fair, 

The laugh, the fliriek, confefs the charmer there. 

Luxurious here the wanton zephyrs toy, 

And every fondling favouring art employ. 

Fleet as the Fair Ones fpeed, the bufy gale 

In wanton frolic lifts the trembling veil s 

White 
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White though the veil, in fairer brighter glow, 

The lifted robe difplays the living fnow : 

Quick fluttering on the gale the robe conceals, 

Then inftant to the glance each charm reveals; 

Reveals, and covers from the eyes on fire, 

Reveals, and with the made inflames defire. 

One as her breathlefsiover haftens on, 

With wily flumble fudden lies o'erthrown; 

Confus'd, me rifes with a blufhing fmilej 

The lover falls the captive of her.guile : 

Tript by the Fair he tumbles on the mead, 
The joyful victim of his eager fpeed. 

Afar, where fport the wantons in the lake, 

Another band of gallant youths betake; 

The laugh, the fhriek, the revel and the toy, 

Befpeak the innocence of youthful joy. 

The laugh, the fhriek, the gallant Lufians hear 

As through the foreft glades they chace the deer ; 

For arm'd to chace the bounding roe they came, 

Unhop'd the tranfport of a nobler game. 

The naked wantons, as the youths appear, 

Shrill through the woods refound the fhriek of fear. 

Some feign fuch terror of the forced embrace, 

Their virgin modefty to .this gives place, 

Naked 
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Naked they fpring to land and fpeed away 

To deepeft (hades unpierc'd by glaring day;' 

Thus yielding freely to the amorous eyes 

What to the amorous hands their fear denies. 

Some well aflume Diana's virgin fhame, 

When on her naked fports the hunter ' came 

Unwelcome plunging in the chryftal tide, 

In vain they flrive-their beauteous limbs to hide; 

The lucid waves, 'twas all they could, beflow 

A milder luftre and a fofter glow. 

As loft inearnefl care of future need, 

Some to the banks to fnatch their mantles fpeed, 

Of prefent view regardlefs ; every wile 

Was yet, and every net of amorous guile. 

Whate'er the terror of the feign'd alarm, 

Difplay'd, in various force, was every charm. 

Nor idle flood the gallant youth; the wing 

Of rapture lifts them, to the Fair they fpring; 

Some to the copfe purfue their lovely prey; 

Some cloath'd and fhod, impatient of delay," 

Impatient of the flings of fierce defire, 

Plunge headlong in the tide to quench their fire. 

So when the fowler to his cheek uprears 

The hollow fteel, and on the mallard bears, 

His eager dog, ere burfls the flafhing roar, 

Fierce for the prey fprings headlong from the fhore, 
1 The hunter, Afteon. 

And 
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And barking cuts the wave with furious joy: 

So mid the billow Springs each eager boy, 

Springs to the nymph whofe eyes from all the reft 

By fingling him her fecret wifh confeft. 

A fon of Mars was there, of generous race, 

His every elegance of manly grace ; 

Amorous and brave; the bloom of April youth 

Glow'd on his cheek, his eye fpoke fimpleft truth; 

Yet love, capricious to th' accomplifh'd boy, 

Had ever turn'd to gall each promis'd joy, 

Had ever fpurn'd his vows -, yet (till his heart 

Would hope, and nourifh flill the tender fmart: 

The purefl delicacy fann'd his fires, 

And proudefl honour nurs'd his fond defires. 

Not on the firfl that fair before him glow'd, 

Not on the firfl the youth his love beftow'd. 

In all her charms the fair Ephyre came, 

And Leonardo's heart was all on flame. 

Affe&ion's melting tranfport o'er him ftole, 
And Love's all generous glow intranced his foul > 

Of felfifli joy unconfeious, every thought 

On fweet delirium's ocean flrcamed afloat. 

Pattern of beauty did Ephyre fliine, 

'Nor lefs fhe wifh'd thefe beauties to refign : 

More 
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More than her fitters long'd her heart to yield, 
Yet fwifter fled fhe o'er the fmiling field. 

The youth now panting with the hopelefs chace, 

Oh turn, he cries, Oh turn thy angel face : 

Falfe to themfelves can charms like thefe conceal 

The hateful rigour of relentlefs flecl; 

And did the flream deceive me when I flood 

Amid my peers reflected in the flood ? 

The eafiefl port and faircfl bloom I bore 

Falfe was the flream while I in vain deplore, 

My peers are happy; lo, in every made, 

In every bower, their love with love" repaid !, 

I, I alone through brakes, through thorns purfue 

A cruel Fair Ah, flill my fate proves true, 

True to its rigour     ■ ■ who, fair nymph, to thee 

Reveal'd, 'twas I that fued ! unhappy me ! 

Born to be fpurn'd though honefly infpire. 

Alas, I faint, my languid finews tire; 

Oh flay thee—■■—powerlefs to fuflain their weight 

My knees fink down, I fink beneath my fate! 

He fpoke; a ruflling urges thro' the trees, 

In.flant new vigour firings his adlive knees, 

Wildly he glares around, and raging cries, 

And mud another fnatch my lovely prize ! 

In favage grafp thy beauteous limbs conftrain! 

I feel, I madden while I feel the pain ! 

Fff Oh 
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Oh loft, thou fly'ft the fafety of my arms, 

My hand fliall guard thee, foftly feize thy charms,, 

No brutal rage inflames me, yet I burn ! 

Die fliall thy ravifher Oh goddefs, turn, 

And fmiling view the error of my fear; 

No brutal force, no ravifher is near; 

A harmlefs roebuck gave the ruftling founds, 

Lo, from the thicket fwift as thee he bounds! 

Ah, vain the hope to tire thee in the chace L 

I faint, yet hear, yet turn thy lovely face. 

Vain are thy fears ; were ev'n thy will to yield 

The harvefl of my hope, that harvefl field 

My fate would guard, and walls of brafs would rear 

Between my fickle and the golden ear. 

Yet fly me not; fo may thy youthful prime 

Ne'er fly thy cheek on the grey wings of time. 

Yet hear, the lafl my panting breath can fay, 

Nor proudefl kings, nor mightiefl hofls can fway 

Fate's dread decrees -, yet thou, O nymph, divine, 

Yet thou canfl more, yet thou canfl conquer mine. 

Unmoved each other yielding nymph I fee; 

Joy to their lovers, for they touch not thee ! 

But thee Oh, every tranfport of defire, 

That melts to mingle with its kindred fire, 

For thee refpires- alone I feel for thee 

The dear wild rage of longing extacy : 

By 
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By all the flames of fympathy divine 

To thee united, thou by right art mine. 

From thee, from thee the hallowed tranfport flows 

That fevered rages,  and for union glows; 

Heaven owns the claim—Hah, did the lightning glare : 

Yes, I beheld my rival, though the air 

'Grew dim; even now I heard him fofty tread. 

Oh rage, he waits thee on the flowery bed! 

I fee, I fee thee rufhing to his arms, 

And finking on his bofom, all thy charms 

To him refigning in an eager kifs, 

All I implor'd, the whelming tide of blifs! 

And fhall I fee him riot on thy charms, 

Diflblved in joy exulting in thine arms  

'Oh burft, ye lightnings, round my deflin'd head, 

'Oh pour your flaflies madning ' as he faid, 

■Amid the windings of the bowery wood 

His trembling footfteps flill the nymph purfued. 

1  Madning as he /aid— At the end he refb its fate.    As the tranflation in thij 
'o'f his Homer Mr. Pope has given an index inftance exceeds the original in length, the 
■of the inftances of imitative and fentimental objection of a foreign critic requires atten- 
harmony contained in his tranflations.   He tion.    An old purfy Abbe, (and Critics are 
lias alfo often in his notes pointed out the apt to judge by themfelvcs) may indeed be 
adoption of found to fenfe.  The Tranflator furprized  that a man out of breath with 
of the Lufiad hopes he may for once fay, running fhould be able to talk fo long.    But 
that he has not been inattentive to this great had he confultcd the experience of others, 
eflential of good verification ; how he has he would have found it was no wonderful 
fucceeded the judicious only mult determine. matter for a ftout and young Cavalier to talk 
The fpecch of Leonard to the curfory reader twice as much, though fatigued with the 
may perhaps fometimes appear carelcfs, and chace of a couple of miles, provided the 
fometimes turgid and ftift".    That fpcech, fuppofition is allowed, that he treads on the 
however, is an attempt at the imitative and laft ftcps of his flying miilrcfs. 
fentimental harmony, and with the judicious 

Fff2 Wooed 
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Wooed to the flight fhe wing'd her fpeed to hear 

His amorous accents melting on her car. j[u)   io/f 

And now fhe turns the wild walk's ferpent maze,;^}^} ^j-p 

A rofeate bower its velvet couch difplays; 

The thickeft mofs its fofteft verdure fpread, 

Crocus and mingling panfie fring'd the bed, 

The woodbine dropt its honey from above, 

And various rofes crown'd the fweet alcove. 

Here as file haftens, on the hopelefs boy 

She turns her face all bathed in fmiles of joy;      hub rtoiW 
Then, finking down, her eyes, fufliced with love     !J7,    g 

Glowing on his,  one moment loft reprove. 

Here was no rival, all he wifli'd his own; 

Lock'd in her arms foft finks the (tripling down-;—-v/ fou% 

Ah, what, foft-murmurs panting thro' the bowers 

Sigh'd to the raptures of the paramours; 

The wifhful.figh and melting fmile-confpire, 

Devouring kiffes fan the fiercer fire j T 

Sweet violence with dreareft grace affails, 

Soft o'er the purpofed frown the fmile prevails, 

The purpofed frown betrays its own deceit, 

In well-pleas'd laughter endsjthe rifing; threat; j ff 

The coy4delay glides off in yielding love, 

And tranfport murmurs thro' the facred grove. 

The joy of pleafing adds its facred zeft, 

And all is love, embracing and embraced.   .   7l nn{tl)[ fjnA 

-. T The 
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The golden morn beheld the fcenes of joy; 

Nor, fultry noon, mayft thou the bowers annoy; 

The fultry noon-beam fhines the lover's aid, 

And fends him glowing to the fecret fhade. 

O'er every fhade and every nuptial bower 

The love-fick ftrain the virgin turtles pour;   . 

For nuptial faith and holy rites combin'd, 

The Lufian heroes and the nymphs conjoin'd. 

With flowery wreaths, and laurel chaplets, bound 

With ductile gold, the nymphs the heroes crown'd : 

By every fpoufal holy ritual ty'd, 

No chance they vow fhall e'er their hands divide, ' 

In life, in death attendant as their fame; 

Such was the oath of ocean's fovereign Dame : 

The Dame, (from Heaven and holy Vefta fprung, 

For ever beauteous and for ever young,) 

Enraptured views the Chief whofe deathlefs name 

The wondering world and conquer'd feas proclaim. 

With ftately pomp fhe holds the Hero's hand, 

And gives her empire to his dread command, 

By fpoufal ties confirm'd ; nor pair, untold 

What Fate's unalter'd page had will'd of old: 
The world's vaft globe in radiant fphere fhe fhew'd. 

The fhores immenfe, and feas unknown, unplow'd; 

The feas, the fhores, due to the Lufian keel 

And Lufian fword, fhe haftens to reveal. 
The 
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The glorious Leader by the hand me takes, 

And dim below the flowery bowers forfakes. 

High on a mountain's ftarry top divine 

Her palace walls of living chryftal ihine ; 

Of gold and chryftal blaze the lofty towers; 

Here bathed in joy they pafs the blifsful hours : 

In^ulph'd in tides on tides of joy, the day 

On downy pinions glides unknown away. 

While thus the fovereigns in the palace reign, 

Like tranfport riots o'er the humbler plain, 

Where each in generous triumph o'er his peers 

His lovely bride to every bride prefers. 

Hence, ye "profane the fong melodious rofe, 

By mildefl: zephyrs wafted through the boughs, 

Unfeen the warblers of the holy ftrain  

Far from thefe facred bowers, ye leud profane ! 

Hence each unhallowed eye, each vulgar ear; 

Chafte and divine are all the raptures here. 

The nymphs of ocean, and the ocean's Queen. 

The ifle angelic, every raptured fcene 

■ Hence, ye profane We have already a delicacy unknown to other moderns;  but 
obferved, that in every other poet the love- by the fidion of the fpoufal rites, the alle- 
fcenes are generally defcribed as thofe of gory and machinery of the poem are moil 
guilt and remorfe.    The contrary charader happily conduced.   See the Introduction. 
of thofe of Camoens, not only gives them 

The 
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The charms of honour and its meed confefs, 

Thefe are the raptures, thefe the wedded blifs: 

The glorious triumph and the laurel crown, 

The ever bloflbm'd palms of fair renown, 

By time unwither'd and untaught to cloy; 

Thefe are the tranfports of the Ifle of Joy- 

Such was Olympus and the bright abodes ; ♦ ,,, 

Renown was heaven, and heroes were the gods. 
Thus ancient times, to virtue ever juftr, 

To arts and valour rear'd. the worfhipp'd buflr. 

High, fteep and rugged,, painful, to-be trod, 

With toils on toils immenfe is virtue's road; 

But fmooth at laft the walks umbrageous fmile, 

Smooth as our lawns, and cheerful as our ifle.        ,   • 

Up the rough road Alcides, Hermes, flrove, 

All men like you, Apollo, Mars, and Jove : 

Like you to blefs mankind Minerva toil'd j 

Diana bound the tyrants of the wild; 

O'er the wafle defert Bacchus fpread the vine ; 

And Ceres taught the harveft field to mine. 

Fame rear'd her trumpet -, to the bleft abodes 

She raifed, and hail'd them gods and fprung of gods. 

The love of Fame, by heaven's own hand impreft, 

The nrft and nobleft paffion of the breaft, 

May 
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May yet miflead Oh -guard, ye hero train, 

No harlot robes of honours falfe and vain, 

No tinfel yours, be yours all native gold, 

Well-earn'd each honour, each refpedt you hold : 

To your loved King return a guardian band, 

Return the guardians of your native land; 

To tyrant power be dreadful; from the jaws 

Of fierce oppreffion guard the peafant's caufe. 

If youthful fury pant for mining arms, 

Spread o'er the Eaftern World the dread n alarms; 

There bends the Saracen the hoftile bow, 

The Saracen thy faith,  thy nation's foe; 

There from his cruel gripe tear empire's reins, 

And break his tyrant fceptre o'er his chains. 

On adamantine pillars thus fhall ftand 

The throne, the glory of your native land, 

And Lufian heroes, an immortal line, 

Shall ever with us fhare our Ifle Divine, 

* Spread o'er the EaJIerit World the dread 
alarms.—This admonition places the whole 
defign of the poem before Us. To extir- 
pate Mohammedifm and propagate Chrifli- 
anity were profefled as the principal purpofe 
of the difcoveries of Prince Henry and King 
Emmanuel. In the beginning of the Seventh 
Lufiad, the nations of Europe are upbraid- 
ed for permitting the Saracens to ere£t and 
pofleCs an empire, whofe power alike 
threatened Europe and Chriftianity. The 
Portuguefe, however, the patriot poet con- 
cludes, will themfelves overthrow their enor- 
mous power: an event which is the pro- 
pofed fubjeft of the Lufiad, and which is 
reptefented as, in effeft, complcated in the 
l<.ft book.    On this fyiiem, adopted by the 

poet, and which on every occafion was 
avowed by their Kings, the Portuguefe 
made immenfe conquefts in the "Eaft. 
Yet, let it be remembered, to the honour 
of Gama and the ftrfl commanders who 
followed his route, that the plots of the 
Moors, and their various breaches of treaty, 
gave rife to the firft wars which the Portu- 
guefe waged in Afia. On rinding that all 
the colonies of the Moors were combined 
for their deftruflion, the Portuguefe declared 
war againft the eaftern Moors and their allies 
wherever they found them. The courfe 
of human things however foon took place, 
and the fword of viftory and power foon be- 
came the fword of tyranny and rapine. 

DISSERTATION 
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DISSERTATION on the FICTION of the ISLAND of VENUS. 

FROM the earlieft ages, and in the raoft 
diftant nations, palaces, foreftsand gar- 

dens, have been the favourite themes of 
poets. And though, as in Homer's ifland of 
Rhadamanthus, the defcription is fometimes 
only curfory; at other times they have la- 
viflied all their powers, and have vied with 
each other in adorning their edifices and 
landfcapes. The gardens of Alcinous in 
the Odyfley, and the Elyfium in the Eneid, 
have excited the ambition of many imita- 
tors. Many inftances of thefe occur in the 
later writers. Thefe fubje&s however, it 
mull be owned, are fo natural to the genius 
of poetry, that it is fcarcely fair to attribute 
to an imitation of the claffics, the innumer- 
able defcriptions of this kind, which abound 
in the old Romances. In thefe, under dif- 
ferent allegorical names, every paflion, every 
virtue and vice, had its palace, its inchanted 
bower, or its dreary cave. Among the 
Italians, on the revival of letters, Pulci, 
Boyardo, and others, borrowed thefe fi&ions 
from the Gothic Romancers; Ariofto bor- 
rowed from them, and Spenfer has copied 
Ariofto and Taflb. In the fixth and feventh 
books of the Orlando Furiofo, there is a 
fine defcription of the ifland and palace of 
Alcina or Vice ; and in the tenth book, but 
inferior to the other in poetical colouring, 
we have a view of the country of Logiftilla 
or Virtue. The paflagc, of this kind, how- 
ever, where Ariollo has difplayed the richeft 
poetical painting, is in the xxxiv book, in 
the defcription of Paradife, whither he fends 
Aftolpho the Englifh Duke, to afk the help 
of St. John to recover the wits of Orlando. 
The whole is molt admirably fanciful. _ Af- 
tolpho mounts the clouds on the winged 
liorfe, fees Paradife, and, accompanied by 
the Evangelift, vifits the moon ; the adven- 
tures in which orb are almofl literally 
tranflated in Milton's Limbo. But the pnf- 
fa<*e which may be faid to bear the neareft 
refemblancc to the defcriptive part of the 
ifland of Venus, is the landfcape of Para- 
dife, of which the ingenious Mr. Hoole, to 
whofe many ads of friendfhip I am proud 
to acknowledge myfelf indebted, has obliged 
me with his translation, though only ten 
books of his Ariofto are yet publifhed. 

Ggg 

O'er the glad earth the blifsful feafon pours 
The vernal beauties of a thoufand flowers 
In vary'd tints: there fhew'd the ruby's hue, 
The yellow topaz, and the fapphire blue. 
The mead appears one intermingled blaze 
Where pearls and diamonds dart their trem. 

bling rays. 
Not emerald here fo bright a verdure yields 
As the fair turf of thole celeftial fields. 
On every tree tbe leaves unfading grow, 
The fruitage ripens and the flowrets blow! 
The frolic hirds, gay-plum'd, of various wing 
Amid the boughs their notes melodious fing : 
Still lakes, and murmuring dreams, with wa- 

ters clear, 
Charm the fix'd eve, and lull the lidening ear. 
A foftening genial air, that ever feems 
In even tenor, cools the folar heams 
With fanning breeze ; while from th' enamell'd 

field, 
Whate'er the fruits, the plants,  the bloffoms 

yield . 
Of grateful feent, the dealing gales difpenfe 
The blended fweets to feed th' immortal fenfe. 

Amid the plain a palace dazzling bright, 
Like living flame emits a dreamy light, 
And wrapt in fplendor of refulgent day 
Outlhines the ftrength of every mortal ray. 

Adolpho gently now direfls his fpeed 
To where the fpaeious pile enfolds the mead 
Iu circuit wide, and views with eager eyes 
Each namelefs charm that happy foil fupplics. 
With this compar'd he deems the world below 
A dreary defart and a feat of woe ! 
By Heaven and Nature, in their wrath bedow'd, 
In evil hour for man's unblell abode. 

Nearand more near the (lately walls he drew, 
In dedfad gaze tranfportrd at the view : 
They feem'd one gem entire, of purer red _ 
Than  deepening gleams   tranfparcnt rubies 

fhed. 
Stupendous work 1 by art Daedalian rais'd, 
Tranfccnding all, bv feeble mortals prais'd ! 
No more henceforth let boading tongues proclaim 
Thofe wonders of the world," fo ehionicled by 

fame! 

Camoens read and admired Ariofto ; but 
it bv no means follows that he borrowed 
the hint of his ifland of Venus from that 
poet. The luxury of flowery defcription is 
as common in poetry as are the tales of love. 
The heroes of Ariodo meet beautiful women 
in the palace of Alcina: 

Before 
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Before the threfhold wanton damfels wait, 
Or (port between the pillars of the gate : 
But beauty more had brighten'd in their face 
Had- modefty attemper'd every grace ; 
In veftures green each dainfrl fwept the ground, 
Their temples fair with leafy garlands crown'd. 
Thefe, with a courteous welcome, led the knight 
To this fweet P-iradife of foft delight  
Enamour'd youth? and tender damfels feem 
To chant their loves befide a purling flream. 
Some by a branching tree or mountain's (hade 
In fports and dances prefs the downy glade, 
While one difclofes to his friend, apart, 
The feciet tranfports of his amorous heart. 

B. vr. 

But thefe defcriptions alfo, which bring the 
heroes of knight errantry into the way of 
beautiful wantons, are as common in the 
old romances as the ufe of the alphabet; 
and indeed the greateft part of thefe love 
adventures are evidently borrowed from the 
fable of Circe. Altolpho, who was tranf- 
formed into a myrtle by Alcina, thus in- 
forms Rogero; 

Her former lovers (he eftcem'd no more, 
For many lovers (he poffefs'd before j 
I was her joy  
Too late, alas, I found her wavering mind 
In love inconftanl as the changing wind ! 
Scarce had I held two months the Fairy's grace, 
When a new youth was taken to my place : 
Rejected then I join'd the banifh'd herd 
That loft her love, as others were prcferr'd.; . 
6ome here, fome there, her potent charms retain, 
In diverfe forms imprifon'd to remain ; 
In beeches, olives, palms, or cedars clos'd, 
Or fueh as me von here behold expos'd ; 
In fountains fome, and fome in beads eonfin'd, 
As fuits the wayward Fairy's cruel mind. 

Hoole, Ar. B. VI. 

When incidents, character and conduit 
confefs the refemblance, we may with cer- 
tainty pronounce from whence the copy is 
taken. Where only a fimilar ftroke of paf- 
fion or defcription occurs, it belongs alone 
to the arrogance of dulnefs, to tell us on 
what paflage the poet had his eye. Every 
great poet nas been perfecuted in this man- 
mer; Milton in particular. His commen- 
tators have not left him a flower of his own 
growth. Yet like the creed of the Athieft, 
their fyftem is involved in the deeped ab- 
furdity. It is eafy to fuppofe, that men of 
poetical feelings, in defcribing the fame thing, 
/hould give us the fame picture. But that 
the Paradife Loft, which forms one animated 
whale of the noblcil pociry, is a mere cento, 

compiled from innumerable authors, ancient 
and modern, is a fuppofition which gives 
Milton a caft of talents infinitely more ex- 
traordinary and inexplicable, than the great- 
eft poetical genius. When Gafptr Poufftn 
painted clouds and trees in his landfcapes, 
he did not borrow the green and the- blue 
of the leaf and the fky from Claud Lcrain. 
Neither did Camocns, when he painted hia 
ifland of Venus, fpend the half of his life 
in collecting his colours from all his pre-< 
deceflbrs, who had defcribed the beauties of 
the vernal year or the ftages of paflion. Ca- 
moens knew how others had painted the 
flowery bowers of love; thefe formed his 
taftc and corrected his judgment. He view- 
ed the beauties of nature with poetical eyes, 
froth thence he drew his landfcapes; he had 
felt all the allurements of love, and from 
thence he defcribes the agitations of that 
paflion. 

Nor is the defcription of fairy bowers and 
palaces, though moft favourite topics, pe- 
culiar to the romances of chivalry. The 
poetry of the Orientals alfo abounds with, 
them, yet with fome charadteriftical dif- 
ferences. Like the conftitutions and drefj 
of the Afiatics, the landfcapes of the calleriT 
Mufe ere warm and feeble, brilliant and 
flight, and, like the manners of the peo- 
ple, wear an eternal famenefs. The weftern 
Mufe, on the contrary, is nervous as her 
heroes, fometimes flowery as her Italian or 
Englifh fields, fometimes majcftically great 
as her Runic forefts of oak and pine ; and 
always various as the character of her in- 
habitants. Yet with all thefe differences of 
feature, feveral Oriental fiftions greatly 12- 
femble the ifland of Circe and the flowery 
dominions of Alcina. In particular, the ad- 
ventures of Prince Jgib, or the third Ca- 
landcr, in the Arabian Tales, afford a 
ftriking likenefs of painting and cataftrophe. 

If Ariofto however feem to refemble any 
eaftern fiction, the Ifland of Venus in Ca- 
moens bears a more ftriking refemblance to 
a paflage in Chaucer. The following beau- 
tiful piece of poetical painting occurs in the 
Alfcmbly of the Fowles : 

The bildir Oak, and eke the hardie Afhe, 
The pillir Elme, the eoffir unto caraine, 
The Boxe pipetre, the Holme to whippis laslhe, 
The failing Firre, the Cypres deth to plaint, 
The fhortir Ewe, the Afpe for (haflis plaine, 
The Olive of pece, and eke thedronkin Vine, 
The viftor Palme, the Laurir to Divine. 

A gardcin 
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A gardein fawe I full of blofomed bowis, 
Upon a River, in a grene Mede 

11 here as fwetenefs evirmore inough is, 
With fiouris white,   and blewe,  yelowe, and 

rede, 
And colde and clere Welleftremis, nothing dede, 
That fwommin full of fmale fifhis light, 
With finnis rede, and fcalis filver bright. 

On every bough the birdis herd I fyng_ 
■With voice of angel], in iher harmonie 
That bufied 'hem, ther birdis forthe to bryng, 
And listle pretie conies to ther plaie gan hie ; 
And furthir all about I gan efpie 
The dredful roe, the buck, the hart and hind, 

. Squirils, and beftis fmal of gentle kind. 

Of inftrumentes of flringis, in accorde 
Herd I fo plaie a ravilhyng fwctnefie, 
That God, that makir is of all and Lorde, 
Ne herd nevir a better, as I gjefTe, 
There with a winde, unneth it might be lefTe, 
Made in the levis grene a noifcfoft 

.Accordant to the foulis fong on loft. 

The aire of the place fo attemprc was, 
That ner was there grevaunce of hot necold— 

Under a tre befide a well I feye 
•jOipid our lorde his arrowes forge and file, 
And at his fete his bovve all redie lave, 
And well his doughtir temprid all the while 
The heddis in the well, and with her wile 
She coucliid 'hem aftir as thei flionld ferve, 
Some for to .flea, and fome to wound and carve. 

And upon pillirs grete of Jafpir long 
J faw a temple of Brafle ifoundid ftrong. 

And about the temple dauncid ahvaie 
"Women inow, of which fome there ywcre 
Fairc of 'hemfclf, and fome of 'htm were gaie, 
>In kirtili all defhcvclcd went thei there, 
That was ther office er fiom.yere to yerc, 
And on the temple fawe.I white and.faire 
Of dovis fittyng many a ihoufande paire. 

Here we have Cupid forging his arrows, 
the woodland, the ftreams, the mufic of in- 
ftruments and birds, the frolicks of deer 
and other animals ; and ivomen inciv. In 
a word, the Ifland of Venus is here Iketched 
out, yet Chaucer was never tranflated into 
Latin or any language of the Continent, 

■nor did Camoens underftand a line of Eng- 
lifli. The fubjedt was common, and the 
fame poetical feelings in Chaucer and Ca- 
moens, pointed out to each what were the 
beauties of landfcapes and of bowers de- 
voted to plcafure. 

Yet, though the fiction of bowers, of 
iflands, and palaces, was no novelty in 
poetry, much however remains to be attri- 
buted to the poetical powers and invention 
of Camoens. The ifland of Venus con- 
tains, of all others, by much the compleateft 
gradation, and fullcft alTemblage of that 
fpecies of luxuriant painting. Nothing in 
the older writers is equal to it in fullnefs. 
Nor can the ifland of Armida in Taflb be 
compared to it, in poetical embroidery or 
paflionate expreffion ; though TalTo as un- 
doubtedly built upon the model of Cameens, 
as Spcnfer appropriated the imagery of 
Taflb, when he defcribed the bower of 
Acrafia, part of which he has literally tranf- 
lated from the Italian poet. The beautiful 
fictions of Armida and Acrafia however are 
much too long to be here inferted, and they 
arc well known to every reader of tafte. 

But the chief praife of our Poet is yet 
unmentioned. The introduction of fo beau- 
tiful a fiction, as an eflential part of the 
condufl and machinery of an Epic Poem, does 
the greateft honour to the invention of Ca- 
moens. The machinery of the former part 
of the poem not only acquires dignity but 
is complcated by it. And the condufl of 
Homer and Virgil, has in this not only re- 
ceived a fine imitation, but a maftcrly con- 
trail. In the fineft allegory the heroes of 
the Lufiad receive their reward ; and by 
means of this allegory our l'oet gives a noble 
imitation of the nobleft part of the Eneid. 
In the tenth Lufiad, Gama and his heroes 
hear the nymphs in the divine palace cf 
Thetis fing the triumphs of their country- 
men in the conqueft of India : after this the 
Goddefs fliews Gama a view of the Eaftern 
World, from the Cape of Good Hope to 
the furtheft iflands of Japan. She poetically 
defcribes every region and the principal 
iflands, and concludes, All theft are given 
to the IVefttrn World by You. It is impof- 
fible any poem can be fummed up with 
greater fublimity. The Fall of Troy is 
nothing to this. Nor is this all : the moil 
maflerly fiction, fineft compliment, and ul- 
timate purpofe of the Eneid, is not only 
nobly imitated, but the conduft of Ho- 
mer, in concluding the Iliad, as already 
obferved, is paralleled, without one cir- 
cumilance being borrowed. Poetical conduft 
cannot poffibly bear a ftrongcr rcfcmblance, 
than the reward of the heroes of the Lufiad, 
the prophetic fong,  and the vilion fliewn 

'to, 
g » 
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to Gama, bear to the games at the funeral of 
Patroclus and the redemption of the body of 
Heftor, confidered as the completion of the 
anger of Achilles, the fubjett of the Iliad. 
Nor is it a greater honour to refemble a 
Homer and a Virgil, than it is to be re- 
fembled by a Milton. Milton certainly 
heard of Fanfhaw's tranflation of the Lufiad, 
though he might never have feen the origi- 
nal, for it was publifhed fourteen years be- 
fore he gave his Paradife Loft to the world. 
But whatever he knew of it, had the laft 
book of the Lufiad been two thoufand years 
known to the learned, every one would have 
owned that the two laft books of the Paradife 
Loft were evidently formed upon it.   But 

whether Milton borrowed any hint from Ca- 
moens, is of little confequence. That the 
genius of the great Milton fuggefted the 
conclufion of his immortal Poem in the 
manner and machinery of the Lufiad, is 
enough. It is enough that the part of 
Michael and Adam in the two laft books of 
the Paradife Loft, are in point of conduit 
exaftly the fame with the part of Thetis 
and Gama in the conclufion of the Lufiad. 
Yet this difference mufl be obferved; in 
the narrative of his laft book, Milton has 
flagged, as Addifon calls it, and fallen in- 
finitely fhort of the untired fpirit of the 
Portuguefc Poet. 

END   OF   THE   NINTH   BOOK. 
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BOOK X. 

FA R o'er the weftern ocean's diftant bed 

Apollo now his fiery courfers fped, 

Far o'er the filver lake of Mexic m roll'd 

His rapid chariot wheels of burning gold: 

* Far o'er the /her lake of Mexic. 
The city of Mexico is environed with an 
extenfive lake ; or, according to Cortez, in 
his fecond narration to Charles V. with 
two lakes, one of frefh, the other of fait 
water, in circuit about fifty leagues. This 
fituation, faid the Mexicans, was appointed 
by their God ntxiliputzli, who, according 
to the explanation of their pifture-hiilories, 
led their fore-fathers a journey of fourfcore 
years, in fearch of the promifed land; the 
apifh Devil, fay fome Spanilh writers, in 
this imitating the journies of the Ifraelites. 
Four of the principal priefts carried the 
Idol in a coffer of reeds. Whenever they 
halted they built a tabernacle for their God 

in the midlt of their camp, where they 
placed the coffer and the altar. They then 
fowed the land, and their ftay or departure, 
without regard to the harveft, was directed 
by the orders received from their idol, till 
at lail by his command they fixed their 
abode on the fite of Mexico. The origin 
of the Mexicans is reprefented by men 
coming out of caves, and their different 
journies and encampments are pourtrayed in 
their pifture-hiftorics; one of which was 
fent to Charles V. and is faid to be dill 
extant in the Efcurial. According to the 
reigns of their kings, their firft emigration 
was about A.D.720. VideBoterus,Gomara, 
Acofta, and other Spanifh writers. 

The 
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The eaftern fky was left to dufky grey, 

And o'er the laft hot breath of parting day, 

Cool o'er the fultry noon's remaining flame, 

On gentle gales the grateful twilight came. 

Dimpling the lucid pools the fragrant breeze 

Sighs o'er the lawns and whifpers thro' the trees -, 

Refrefli'd the lilly rears the filver head, 

And opening jefmines o'er the arbours fpread. 

Fair o'er the wave that gleam'd like diftant fnow, 

Graceful arofe the moon, ferenely flow j 

Not yet full orb'd, in clouded fplendor dreft, 

Her married arms embrace her pregnant breaft. 

Sweet to his mate, recumbent o'er his young, 

The nightingale .his fpoufal anthem fungj 

From every bower the holy chorus rofe, 
From every bower the rival anthem flows. 
Tranflucent twinkling through the upland grove 

In all her luftre fliine.s the ftar of love ; 

Led by the facred ray from every bower, 

A joyful train, the wedded lovers pour: 

Each with the .youth above the reft approved, 

Each vwith the nymph above the reft beloved, 

They feck the palace of the fovereign dame; 

High on a mountain glow'd the wondrous frame; 

Of gold the towers, of gold the pillars flione, 

The walls were chryftal flarr'd with precious ftone. 

Amid 
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Amid the hall arofe the feftive board 

With nature's choiceft gifts promifcuous flor'd : 

So will'd the Goddefs to renew the fmile 

Of vital ftrength, long worn by days of toil. 

On chryftal chairs that mined as lambent flame 

Each gallant youth attends his lovely dame 5 

Beneath a purple canopy of ftate 

The beauteous goddefs and the leader fate : 

The banquet glows Not fuch the feaft, when all 

The pride of luxury in Egypt's hall 

Before the love-fick " Roman fpread the boaft 

Of every teeming fea and fertile coaft. 

Sacred to nobleft worth and Virtue's ear, 

Divine as genial was the banquet here; 

The wine, the fong, by fweet returns infpire, 

Now wake the lover's, now the hero's fire. 

On gold and filver from th' Atlantic main, 

The fumptuous tribute of the fea's wide reign, 

Of various favour was the banquet piled; 

Amid the fruitage mingling rofes fmiled. 

In cups of gold that fhed a yellow light, 

In filver mining as the moon of night, 

Amid the banquet flow'd the fparkling wine, 

Nor gave Falernia's fields the parent vine: 

Falernia's vintage nor the fabled power 

Of Jove's ambrofia in th' Olympian bower 
b Btftrt tbi hvt-Jlck Roman,-~~— Mark Anthony. 

To 
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To this compare not; wild nor frantic fires, 

Divinefl tranfport this alone infpires. 

The beverage foaming o'er the goblet's breafl 

The chryftal fountain's cooling aid e confefr.; 

The while, as circling flow'd the cheerful bowl, 

Sapient difcourfe, the banquet of the foul, 

Of richeft argument and brighteft glow, 

Array'd in dimpling fmiles, in eafiefl flow 

Pour'd all its graces: nor in filence ftood 

The powers of mufic, fuch as erfl; fubdued 

The horrid frown of Hell's profound d domains, 

And footh'd the tortur'd ghofts to (lumber on their chains. 

To mufic's fweeteft chords in loftiefl: vein, » 

An angel Syren joins the vocal ftrain; 

The filver roofs refound the living fong, 

The harp and organ's lofty mood prolong 

The hallowed warblings; liftening Silence rides 

The Iky, and o'er the bridled winds prefides; 

c The beverage the fountain'i cooling before the Paradifc Loft.    Thefe lines of 
aid confeft. It was a cuftom of the an- Milton, 
cicnts in warm climates to mix the cooled 
fpring water with their wine, immediately ^V- c°"]d ic lefs w}*n fp'"ls immortal fung? 
before drinking ; not, we may fuppofe, to 1 \C'r ^TrTn V*"l   ' i ""il" h"n

nony 
i     •. i r * .    •    ••        u .       ' Suspended Hell, and took wiih ravifliracnt 

render it lefs intoxicating, but on account The\hronging audience  
of the cooling flavour it thereby received. 
Homer tells us that the wine which UlyfTes bear a refemblance to thefe of Fanfhaw, 
gave to Polypheme would bear twenty mea- 
fures of water.    Modern luxury has fubfti- Mufical inurements not warning, fuch 
tuted preferved ice, in place of the more £s '° *e ^mne.d rPlr,t' °.nc.e &v<Lfjf 
ancienf mixture. F IntheaarkvauIt.ofthe.nfernalH.il.-, 

J Mufic, fucb a: erft fubdued the horrid To flumber amid their punifhment,  though 
frown of Hell, &c—Alluding to the fable omitted by Fanfhaw, is literal, 
of Orpheus.    Fanfhaw's tranflation, as al- 
ready obferved, was publifhed fourteen yeari Fizerao defcancar da cttrna pena  

In 
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In foftefl murmurs flows the glafly deep, 

And each, lull'd in his fhade, the beflials deep. 
The lofty fong afcends the thrilling fkies, 

The fong of godlike heroes yet to rife -, 

Jove gave the dream, whofe glow the Syren fired, 

And prefent Jove the prophecy infpired. 

Not he, the bard of love-fick Dido's board, 

Nor he the minflrcl of Phasacia's lord, 

Though fam'd in fong, could touch the warbling firing, 

Or with a voice fo fweet, melodious fing. 

And thou, my Mufe, O fairefl of the train, 

Calliope, infpire my clofing flrain. 

No more the fummer of my life * remains, 

My autumn's lengthening evenings chill my veins; 

Down the bleak dream of years by woes on woes 

"Wing'd on, I haflen to the tomb's repofe, 

The port whofe deep dark bottom fliall detain 

JVly anchor never to be weigh'd again, 

',Never on other fea of life to fleer 

The human courfe Yet thou, O goddefs, hear, 

£ No more the fummer of my life remains. 
•It is not certain when Camoens wrote 

this. It fcems however not long to precede 
the publication of his poem, at which time 
he was in his fifty-fifth year. This apof- 
trophe to his Mufe may perhaps by fome be 
blamed as another digreflion; but fo little 
does it require defence, that one need not 
hefitate to affirm,  that had Homer,  who 

often talks to his Mufe, introduced, on thefc 
favourable opportunities, any little pifture 
or hiftory-of himfelf, thefe digreflions would 
have been the moll intcrefting parts of his 
works. Had any fuch little hiftory of 
Homer complained like this of Camoens, 
it would have been bedewed with the tears 
of ages. 

H h h Yet 
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Yet let me live, though round my filver'd head 

Misfortune's bittereft rage unpitying fhed. 

Her coldeft ftorms; yet let me live to crown 

The fong that boafts my nation's proud renown. 

Of godlike heroes fung the nymph divine, 

Heroes whofe deeds on Gama's creft (hall fliine; 

Who through the feas by Gama firft explor'd. 

Shall bear the Lufian ftandard and the fword, 

Till every coaft where roars the orient main, 

Bleft in its fway, mall own the Lufian reign; 

Till every Pagan king his neck fhall yield, 

Or vanquifh'd gnaw the duft on battle field. 
» 

High Prieft of Malabar, the goddefs fung, 

Thy faith repent not, nor lament thy f wrong; 
Though for thy faith to Lufus' generous race 

The raging Zamoreem thy fields deface : 

From Tagus, lo, the great Pacheco fails, 

To India wafted on aufpicious gales. 

Soon as his crooked prow the tide mall prefs> 

A new Achilles fhall the tide confefs; 

1 Tby faith rtpent not,  nor lament tby armies to dethrone him.    His fidelity to the 
•wrong. P. Alvarez Cabral, the fecond Portuguefc was unalterable, though his af- 
Portuguefe commander who failed to India, fairs were brought to the loweft ebb.    For 
entered into a treaty of alliance with Tii- an account of this war, and the almoft incre- 
mumpara king of Cochin and high prieft of dible atchievements of Pacheco,   fee  the 
Malabar.   The Zamorim raifed powerful hiftory in the preface. 

His 
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His fliip's ftrong fides (hall groan beneath his E weight, 

And deeper waves receive the facred freight. 

Soon as on India's ftrand he (hakes his fpear, 

The burning Eaft {hall tremble, chill'd with fear; 
Reeking with noble blood Cambalao's ftream 

Shall blaze impurpled to the evening beam; 

Urged on by raging fhame the Monarch brings, 

Banded with all their powers, his vaflal kings : 

Narfinga's rocks their cruel thoufands pour, 

Bipur's ftern king attends, and thine, Tanore : 

To guard proud Calicut's imperial pride 

All the wide North fweeps down its peopled tide: 

* His Jhip's ftrong Jides pall groan beneath 
their lutight, And deeper ivavej receive the 
/acredfreight. Thus Virgil; 

fimul accipil alveo 
Ingcntem TEncam. Gemuitfub pondcre cymba 
Sutilis, & multam accepit rimofe paludem. 

That the vifionary boat of Charon groaned 
under the weight of Eneas is a fine poetical 
ftroke ; but that the crazy rents let in the 
water is certainly lowering the image. The 
thought however, as managed in Camoens, 
•is much grander than in Virgil, and affords 
a happy inftance, where the hyperbole is 
truly poetical. 

Poetical allufions to, or abridgements of 
biftorical events, are either extremely in- 
fipid and obfeure, or particularly pleafing to 
the reader. To be pleafing, a previous ac- 
quaintance with the hiftory is neceflary, and 
for this reafon the poems of Homer and 
Virgil were peculiarly «reli(hed by their 
countrymen. When a known circumftance 
is placed in an animated poetical view, and 
cloathed with the graces of poetical lan- 
guage, a fenfible mind muft feel the effeft. 
But when the circumftance is unknown, no* 
tiling but the moft lively imagery and fineft 
colouring can prevent it from being tircfomc.. 

The Lufiad affords many inflances which 
muft be highly pleafing to the Portuguefe, 
but dry to thofe who are unacquainted with- 
their hiftory. Nor need one hefitate to 
affert, that were we not acquainted with the 
Roman hiftory from our childhood, a great 
part of the Eneid would appear to us in- 
tollerably uninterefling. Senfible of this 
difadvantage which every verfion of hiftori- 
cal poetry muft fuffer, the Tranflator has 
not only in the notes added every incident 
which might elucidate the fubjeft, but has 
alfo, all along, in the epifode in the third 
and fourth books, in the defcription of the 
painted enfigns in the eighth, and in the al- 
lufions in the prefent book, endeavoured to 
throw every hiftorical incident into that uni- 
verfal language, the pifturefque of poetry. 
The circumftances unfufceptible of imagery 
are haftened over, and thofe which can belt 
receive it, prefented to the view. When 
Heftor ftorms the -Grecian camp, when 
Achilles marches to battle, every reader undrr- 
flands and is affeiled with the bold painting. 
But when Ncftor talks of his exploits at the 
funereal games of Amarynccs, (Iliad, xxiii.) 
the critics themfelves cannot comprehend 

.him, and have vied with each other in in- 
venting explanations. 

Hhh 2 Join'd 
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Join'd are the fects that never touch'd before, 

By land the Pagan, and by fea the Mooiv 

O'er land, o'er fea the great Pacheco ftrews- 

The proflrate fpearmen, and the founder'd h proas. 

Submis and filent, palfied with amaze 

Proud Malabar th' unnumbered flain furveys : 

Yet burns the Monarch ; to his fhrine he fpeeds; 

Dire howl the priefts, the groaning victim bleeds; 

The ground they ftamp, and from the dark abodes 

With tears and vows they call th* infernal gods. 

Enrag'd with dog-like madnefs to behold 

His temples and his towns in flames enroll'd,. 

Secure of promifed victory,  again. 

He fires the war, the lawns are heapt with flain. 

With flern reproach he brands his routed Nayres,. 

And for the dreadful field Himfelf prepares; 

His harnefs'd thoufands to the fight he leads, 

And rides exulting where the combat bleeds : 

Amid his pomp his robes are fprinkled o'er, 

And his proud face dafh'd with his ' menials' gore r 

From his high couch he leaps, and fpeeds to flight 

On foot inglorious, in his army's fight. 

Hell then he calls, and all the powers of hell, 

The fecret poifon, and the chanted fpell; 

h Proas-or paraos, Indian veflbls which ' hi, robes are fprinUed o'er. 
lie low on the water, arc worked with oars,        And bis proud face da/h'd with bis menials* 
end carry j oo men and upwards apiece. gore See the hiftory in the preface. 

Vain 
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Vain as the fpell the poifon's rage is fhed, 

For Heaven defends the hero's facred head. 

Still fiercer from each wound the Tyrant burns, 

Still to the field with heavier force returns; 

The feventh dread war he.kindles; high in air 

The hills diflionour'd lift their moulders bare ; 

Their woods roll'd down now ftrew the river's fide, 

Now rife in mountain turrets o'er the tide ; 

Mountains of fire and fpires of bickering flame, 

While either bank refounds the proud acclaim, 

Come floating down, round Lufus' fleet to pour 

Their fulphrous entrails in a burning k mower. 

Oh vain the hope Let Rome her boaft refign ; 

Her palms, Pachecor. never bloom'd like thine; 

Nor Tyber's bridge, nor Marathon's ' red field, 

Nor thine, Thermopylae, fuch deeds beheld ; 

Nor Fabius' arts fuch rufhing dorms repell'd. 

Swift as repulfed the famifhed wolf returns 

Fierce to the fold, and, wounded, fiercer burns; 

So fwift, fo fierce, feven times,, all Indians might 

Returns unnumber'd to the dreadfuL fight; 

round Lufus' fiit to four tb'uV      Roman hiftory, however, at this period, h 

} 

Julpbrous entraih. How Pacheco avoid'- often mixt with fable.    Miltiades obtained 
ed this formidable danger, fee the hiftory in a great viftory over Darius at Marathon, 
the preface. The Hand of Leonidas is well known. The 

1 Nor Tyber's bridge. When Porfenna • battles of Pacheco were in defence of the 
bcfieged Rome, Horatius Codes defended fords by which the city of Cochin could 
the pafs of a bridge till the. Romans de- only be entered.    The numbers he withftood 
ftroyed it behind him.    Having thus faved by land and fea, and .the victories he ob- 
the pafs, heavy armed as he was, he fwimmed tained, are much more alloniftiing than the 
acrofs the river to his companions.   The Hand at Thermopylae.   See the preface. 

One 
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One hundred fpears, feven times in dreadful flower, 

Strews in the dufl all India's raging power. 

The lofty fong, for palenefs o'er her fpread, 

The nymph fufpends, and bows the languid head; 

Her faultering words are breath'd on plaintive fighs, 

Ah, Belifarius, injured Chief, fhe cries, 

Ah, wipe thy tears; in war thy rival fee, 

Injured Pacheco falls defpoil'd like thee; 

In him, in thee difhonour'd virtue bleeds, 

And valour weeps to view her faireft deeds, 

Weeps.o'er Pacheco, where, forlorn he lies 

■Low on an alms-houfe m bed, and friendlefs dies. 

Yet fliall the Mufes plume his humble bier, 

And ever o'er him pour th' immortal tearj 

Though by thy king, alone to thee unjuft, 

Thy head, great Chief, was humbled in the*duft, 

Loud fliall the Mufe.indignant found thy praife, 

" Thou gaveft thy Monarch's throne its proud eft blaze." 

While round the world the fun's bright car fhall ride, 
So bright fhall fhine thy name's illuflrious pride ; 

Thy Monarch's glory, as the moon's pale beam, 

Eclipfed by thine, fhall fhed a fickly gleam. 

Such meed attends when foothing flattery fways, 

And blinded State its facred truft betrays! 

■ Lew en an aJms-bouft b(d. See the hiftory in the preface. 

Again 
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Again the Nymph exalts her brow, again 

Her fvvelling voice refounds the lofty flrain : 

Almeyda comes, the kingly name he bears, 

Deputed royalty his ftandard rears: 

In all the generous rage of youthful fire 

The warlike fon attends the warlike fire. 
Quiloa's blood-ftain'd tyrant now mall feel 

The righteous vengeance of the Lufian fteel. 

Another prince, by Lilbon's throne beloved, 

Shall blefs the land, for faithful deeds approved. 

Mombaze mail now her treafon's meed behold, 

When curling flames her proudefl: domes enfold: 

Involved in fmoak, loud crafhing, low (hall fall 

The mounded temple and the caftled wall. 

O'er India's feas the young Almeyda pours, 

Scorching the wither'd air, his iron mowers; 

Torn mafts and rudders, hulks and canvas riven, 

Month after month before his prows are driven j 

But Heaven's dread will, where clouds of darknefs reft, 

That awful will, which knows alone the beft, 

Now blunts his fpear : Cambaya's fquadrons joined 

With Egypt's fleets, in pagan rage combined, 

Engrafp him round -x red boils the ftaggering flood, 

Purpled with volleying flames and hot with blood : 

Whirl'd by an iron thunder bolt, his thigh 

In fhivers torn flies hifling o'er die fky: 

Bound 
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Bound to the maft .the godlike hero B ftands, 

Waves his proud fword and cheers his woeful bands. 

"Though winds and feas their wonted aid deny, 

To yield he knows not, but he knows to die: 

Another thunder tears his manly breaft : 

Oh fly, bleft fpirit, to thy heavenly reft  

Hark, rolling on the groaning ftorm I hear, 

Refiftlefs vengeance thundering on the rear ! 

I fee the tranfports of the furious fire, 

As o'er the mangled corfe his eyes flafh fire. 

Swift to the fight, with ftern though weeping eyes, 

Fixt rage fierce burning in his bread, he flies; 

Fierce as the bull that fees-his.rival rove 

Free with the heifers through the mounded grove,, 

On oak or beech hi.s madning fury pours; 

So pours Almeyda's rage on Dabul's towers. 

His vanes wide-waving o'er the Indian fky, 

^Before his prows the fleets of India * flyj 

n -Bound, to the tnafl the godlike hero ftands. Almeyda attacked the corrfbined  fleets of 
,. The Englifh hiftory affords an-inilance Egypt,   Cambaya,   and*.the Zamorim,  in 
of fimilar refolution in  Admiral  Bembo, the entrance arid harbour of Diu, or Dio. 
who was fupported in a wooden frame, and The fleet of the,Zamorim almofl immedi- 
continued the engagement after his legs and ately fled.    That of Melique Yaz, Lord of 
thighs were fhivered in fplinters.    Contrary Diu, fufFered much ; but the greatefl flaugh- 
to the advice of his officers the young A1- • ter fell upon the Egyptians and Turks, com- 
meyda refufed to .bear off, though  abioft manded by Mir-Hocem, who had defeated 
certain to be overpowered, and though both and killed the young Almeyda.    Of 800 
wind and tide were critically againfl him. Mamulucks or Turks,   who fought under 
His father had fharply upbraided him for a Mir-Hocem, only 22, fays Oforius, furvived 

■former retreat,  where viftory was thought this engagement.    Melique Yaz, fays Faria 
impoffible.    He now fell the.victim of his j Scufn, was born in' flavery, and defccndetl 
father's ideas of military glory.    See the of the Chriftiansof Roxia. The road to pre- 
preface.                                          . ferment is often a dirty one; but Mclique's 

•  the fleets of India fly.—After was much lefs fo than that of many.    As the 
having cleared the Indian feas, die Viceroy king of Cambaya was one day riding in 

ftate, 
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On Egypt's chief his mortars' dreadful tire 

Shall vomit all the rage of prifon'd fire: 
Heads, limbs and trunks mail choak the ftruggling tide, 

Till every furge with reeking crimfon dyed, 

Around the young Almeyda's haplefs urn 

His conquerors' naked ghofts fhall howl and mourn. 

As meteors flaming through the darken'd air 

I fee the victors' whirling faulchions glare; 

Dark rolls the fulphrous fmoke o'er Dio's Ikies, 

And fhrieks of death and fhouts of conqueft rife, 

In one wide tumult blended : The rough roar 

Shakes the brown tents on Ganges' trembling more j 

The waves of Indus from the banks recoil -, 

And matrons howling on the ftrand of Nile, 

By the pale moon their abfent fons deplore j 

•Long fhall they wail; their fons return no more. 

Ah, ftrike the notes of woe, the Syren cries, 

A dreary vifion fwims before my eyes. 

To Tagus" more triumphant as he bends, 

Low in the duft the Hero's glory ends: 
Though bended bow, nor thundering engine's hail, 

Nor Egypt's fword, nor India's fpear prevail, 

flate an unlucky kite dunged upon hi< royal the ground.   For the merit of this eminent 
fete, an «"«JJ     .       *«   w£h fwore he fervice he was made Lord of Dio, or Dio, a 
hC  u    -i W was worth to have the confiderablc city, the ftrongeft and molt im- 
SS^Skd.    Md^who was an ex- porrant fortrefs at that time in all India, 
^crt archer, immediately difpatched an ar- See Far,*, L. z. c. z. 
Jow, which broughtthe audacious hawk to ^   _                                                     ^^ 
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Fall fhall the p Chiefs before a naked Foe, 

Rough clubs and rude hurl'd ftones fhall flrike the blow; 

The Cape of- Tempefls fhall his tomb fupply, 

And in the defert fands his bones fhall lie, 

No boaftful trophy o'er his allies rear'd : 

Such Heaven's dread will, and be that will rever'd! 

But lo, refplendent fhines another ftar, 

Loud fhe refounds, in all the blaze of war! 

Great q Cunia guards Melinda's friendly fhore, 

And dyes her feas with Oja's hoftile gore ; 

Lamo and Brava's towers his vengeance tell: 

Green Madagafcar's flowery dales fhall fwell 

His ecchoed fame, -till ocean's fouthmoft bound 

On ifles and fhores unknown his name refound. 

Another blaze, behold, of fire and arms! 
Great Albuquerk awakes the dread alarms: 

O'er Ormuz' walls his thundering flames he pours, 

While Heaven, the Hero's guide, indignant ' fhowers 

Their arrows backward on the Perfian foe, 

Tearing the breafls and arms that twang'd the bow. 

f FaUJhallthe Chief. See the note on arrows of the enemy backward upon their 
page 208. own ranks.    Oforius fays, that many of the 

1 Great Cunia. Triftan de Cunha, or dead Perfians and Moors were found to have 
d'Acugna.    Sec the hiftory in the preface. died by arrows.    But as that weapon was 

' Heave 1 indignant Jho-iuers their arrow not ufed by the Portuguefe, he conjefture3, 
backward. See the note on page 63. that in their defpair of vidlory many of the 
Some writers relate, that when Albuquerque enemy had thus killed themfelves,   rather 
befieged Ormuz, a violent wind drove the than furvive the defeat. 

Mountains 
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Mountains of fait and fragrant gums in vain 

Were fpent untainted to embalm the flain. 

Such heaps (hall ftrew the feas and faithlefs ftrand 

Of Gerum, Mazcate, and Calayat's land, 

Till faithlefs Ormuz own the Lufian fvvay, 

And Barem's pearls her yearly fafety pay. 

What glorious palms on Goa's ' ifle I fee, 

Their bloflbms fprcad, great Albuquerk, for thee ! 

Through caftled walls the Hero breaks his way, 

And opens with his fword the dread array 

Of Moors and Pagans -, through their depth he rides, 

Through fpears and fhowering fire the battle guides. 

As bulls enraged, or lions fmear'd with gore, 

His bands fweep wide o'er Goa's purpled fliore. 

Nor eaftward far though fair Malacca ' lie," 

Her groves embofom'd in the morning fky; 

Though with her amorous fons the valiant line 

Of Java's ifle in battle rank combine, 

» What glorias palm, on Goa's ijle I fee, the prize of the viflors.  When Albuquerque 
„ This  important  place was made  an was on the way to Malacca, he attacked a 
Archbifhoprick, the capital of the Portu- large fhip, but juft as his men were going to 
miefe empire in the Eait, and the feat of board her,   She fuddenly appeared  all  in 
their Viceroys ; for which purpofes it is ad- flames,   which obliged  the  Portuguefe  to 
vantaeeoufly fituated on the coaft of Deem. bear off.    Three days afterward the fame 
It (till remains in the poffeffion of the Por- veffel fent a boat to Albuquerque, offering an 
tuguefe. alliance, which was accepted.    The flames, 

' Malacca. The conqucft of this place fays Oforius, were only artificial, and did 
was one of the greateft actions of Albuquer- not the leaft damage.    Another wonderful 
cue.    It became the chief port of the ealtern adventure immediately happened.    T he ad- 
parc of Portuguefe India, and fecond only to miral foon after fent his long boats to attack 
Goa.    Bcfides a great many pieces of ord- a fhip commanded by one Nchoada Bccguea. 
nance which were carried away by the Moors The enemy made an obftinatcrefiftancc. Nc- 
whoefcaped, 3000 large cannon remained hoada himfelf was pierced with fe'veral mortal 

1         .                                       I i i  z wounds. 



43° TH£       LUSIAD. Boofc-X- 

Though poifon'd (hafts their ponderous quivers (lore j, 

Malacca's fpicy groves and golden ore, 

Great Albuquerk, thy dauntlefs toils fliall crown ! 

Yet art thou " ftain'd Here with a fighful frown. 

' The Goddefs paufed, for much remain'd unfung, 

But blotted with an humble foldier's wrong; 

wounds, but loft not one drop of blood, till 
a bracelet was taken off his arm, when im- 
mediately the blood gufhed out. Accord- 
ing to Oforius, this was faid to be occafioned 
by the virtue of a ftone in the bracelet taken 
out of an animal called Cabrifia, which 
when worn on the body could.prevent the 
effufion of blood from the moil grievous 
wounds. 

u Yet art tbauftain'J. A detail of all 
the great aflibns of Albuquerque would have 
been tedious and unpoetical. Camoens has. 
chofen the moll brilliant, and has happily 
fuppreffed the reft by a difplay of indigna- 
tion. The French trandatorhas the follow- 
ing note on this paflage, " Behold another 
" inftance of our Author's prejudice ! The 
" adlion which he condemns had nothing in 
*' it blameable : but as he-was of a moft 
" amorous conftitution, he thought every 
" fault which could plead an amour in its 
" excufe ought to be pardoned ; but true 
" heroes,.fuch as Albuquerque, follow other 
" maxims. This great man had in his 
" palace a beautiful Indian flavc. He view- 
•' ed her with the eyes of a father, and the 
"• care of her education was his plcafure. 
" 'A Portuguefe foldier, named Rny Diaz, 
*' had the boldncfs to enter the General's 
" apartment, wliere he fucceeded fo well 
•* with the girl, that he obtained his defirc. 
" When Albuquerque heard of it, he im- 
*' mediately ordered him to the gallows." 

Camoens, however, was no fuch undif- 
tinguilhing libertine as this would reprcfent 
him. In a.few pages we find him praif.ng 
the continence of Don Henry de Mencfes, 
whofc vittory over his paffions he calls the. 
higheft excellence of youth. Nor does it 
appear by what authority the Frenchman 
allures us of the chafte paternal affe&ion 
which Albuquerque bore to this Indian girl. 
Jt was the great aim of Albuquerque to efta- 

blifh colonies in India, and for that purpofe 
he encouraged his foldiers to marry with the - 
natives. The moft fightly girls were felett- 
ed,. and educated in the religion and houfe.- 
hold arts of Portugal, and portioned at the 
expence of the General. Thefe he called 
his daughters, and with great pleafure he 
ufed to attend their weddings, feveral 
couples being ufually joined together at one 
time. At one of thefe nuptials, fays Faria,. 
the feftivity having continued late, and the 
brides being mixed together, feveral of the 
bridegrooms committed a blunder. The. 
miftafces of the night however, as they were; 
all equal in pointof honour, were" mutually 
forgiven in the morning, and each man took 
his proper wife whom he had received at: 
the altar. This delicate anecdote of Albu- 
querque's fons and daughters, is as bad a. 
commentary on the note of Caftcra, as it is 
on the feverity which the commander /hew- 
ed to poor Diaz. Nor docs Camoens Hand 
alone in the condemnation of the General. 
The Hiftorian agrees with the Poet. Men- 
tioning the death of D. Antonio Noronha, 
" This gentleman, fays Faria, ufed to 
" moderate the violent temper of his uncle 
" Albuquerque, which foon after fhewed 
" itfelf in rigid feverity. He ordered a 
" foldier to be hanged for an amour with 
" one of the (laves whom he called daugh- 
" ters, and whom he ufed to give in mar- 
" riage. When fome of his officers aCced 
" him what authority he had to take the 
" poor man's life, he drew his fword, told. 
"' them that was his commiflion, and in- 
"■ ftantly broke them." To marry his 
foldiers with the natives was the plan of 
Albuquerque, his feverity therefore feems 
unaccountable,, unlefs we admit the perhaps 
of Camoens,   ou de cicfo,   perhaps it was 
jealoufy. But whatever incenfed the 
General, the execution of the foldier was 

contrary 
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Aras, (he cries, when war's dread horrors reign, 

And thundering batteries rock the fiery plain,. 

When ghaftly famine on a hoftile foil, • 

When pale difeafe attends on weary toj],- 

When patient under all the foldier ftands, ■ 

Detefted be the rage which then demands • 

The humble foldier's blood, his only crime ■• 
The amorous frailty of the youthful prime f 

Inceft's cold horror here no glow reftained,. 

Nor facred nuptial bed was here prophaned, 

Nor here unwelcome force the virgin feized ; 

A flave lafcivious, in his fondling pleafed, 

Refigns her breafl Ah, .ftain to Lufian fame ! 

('Twas luft of blood, perhaps 'twas jealous flame;)" 

\ The .Leader's rage, unworthy of the brave, . 

Gonfigns the youthful foldier to the grave.- 

Not Ammon thus Apelles' love x repaid, - 

Great Ammon's bed refign'd-the lovely maid;/ 

contrary tothe laws of every nation* ; and 
the honed indignation of Camoens againft 
one of the grcateft of his countrymen, one 
who was the grand architect of the Portu- 
gnefe empire -in the Eafl, affords a noble 
fnftancc of that manly freedom of fcntiment 
which knows no right by which king or 
peer may do injuflice to the meancft fubjeft. 
Nor can we omit the obfervation, ihat the 
above note of Caftcra is of a piece with 
the French devotion we have already feen 
him pay to the name of king, ataoo • 
which breathes the true fpint of the bleflcd  • 

. Oform, rchm the affair of Diaz with fome other circumftance. t-bufwKh no differeoce that alMb- 
thii affettioa. nNbf" 

advice given by Father Paul to the republic of 
Venice: " When a nobleman commits an of- 
" fence againft a fubjeft, fays the'Jefuit, let 
" every means be tried to juftify him. But 
«' if a fubjeft has offended a nobleman, let 
" him be punifhed wiih theutmoft fevcrity." 

* Not Ammon. Campafpe,'- the' moil 
beautiful concub'mc of Alexander, was given 
by that monarch to Apelles, whom he per- 
ceived in love with her. Arafpas had drift 
charge of the fair captive Panthca. His at- 
tempt on her virtue was forgiven by Cyrus. 
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Nor Cyrus thus reproved Arafpas' fire ,• 

Nor haughtier Carlo thus afTumed the fire, 

Though iron Baldwin to his daughter's bower, 

An ill-match'd lover, ftole in fecret hour : 

With nobler rage the lofty monarch glow'd, 

And Flandria's * earldom on the knight beflow'd. 

BOOK X. 

Again the nymph the fong of fame refounds; 

Lo, fweeping wide o'er Ethiopia's bounds, 

Wide o'er Arabia's purple fhore on high 

The Lufian enfigns blaze along the fky : 

Mecca, aghaft, beholds the ftandards mine, 

And midnight horror fhakes Medina's x flirine; 

v And Flandria's earldom en the knight 
bt/lo-w'd. " Baldwin,   furnamed Iron- 
«' arm, Grand Forcfler of Flanders, being 
" in   love with  Judith,   the daughter  of 
" Charles the Bald and widow of Ethel- 
" wolfe,   king of England,   obtained his 
" defire by force.    Charles, though at firft 
" he highly rcfented, afterwards pardoned 
" his crime, and confented to his marriage 
»* with the Princefs." n „ Cajlera. 

This digreflion in the fong of the nymph 
•bears, in manner, a ftriking refeniblance to 
the hiftories which.often, even in the beat 
of battle, the heroes of Homer relate to 
each other. That thefe little epifodes have 
their beauty and propriety in an Epic poem, 
will ftrongly appear from a view of M. dc 
Ja Motte's tranflation of the Iliad into 
French verfe. The four and twenty books of 
Homer he has con tradlcd intotwcl ve, and thefe 
contain no mnre lines than about four books 
of the original. A thoufand cm bcli foments 
which the warm poetical feelings of Homer 
fuggefted to him, are thus thrown out by the 
Frenchman. But what is the confequencc of 
this improvement f The work of la Motte 

is unread, even by his own countrymen, and 
defpifed by every Foreigner who has the 
Icaft relifh for poetry and Homer. 

* And midnight horror Jhakes Medina't 
/jrinr. 'Medina, the city where Moham- 
med is buried. About fix years after Gama'* 
difcovery -of India, the Sultan of Egypt 
fent Maurus, the abbot of the monks at 
Jerufrlem, who inhabit Mount Sion, on an 
embafly to Pope Julius II. The Sultan, with 
fevere threats to the Chrirtians of the 
Eafl in cafe of refufal, intrcatcd the Pope 
to defire Emmaniui king of Portugal to 
fend no more fleets tp the Indian feas. The 
Pope fent Maurus to Emmanuel, who re- 
turned a very fpirited anfwer to his Holi- 
nefs, alluring him that no threats, no dan- 
gers could make him alter his refolutions, 
and lamenting that it had not yet been in 
his power to fulfil his purpofe of demolifh- 
ing the fepulchre and erazing the memorials 
of Mohammed from the earth. This, he 
fays, was the firft purpofe of fending his 
fleets to India. Kobis enim, cum ittr in 
Jndiam clajjibut nojlris apcrire, isf regior.es 
majcribus nojlris incognitas explorare decrcvi- 
tnits, hoc propojitum fait, ut ipfum Mabume- 

tuntt 
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Th' unhallowed altar bodes th' approaching foe, 

Foredoom'd in duft its prophet's tomb to ftrew. 

Nor Ceylon's ifle, brave Soarez, (hall with-hold 

Its incenfe, precious as the burnifh'd gold, 

What time o'er proud Columbo's loftieft fpire 

Thy flag mall blaze : Nor mall th' immortal lyre 

Forget thy praife, Sequeyra ! To the fhore 

Where Sheba's fapient queen the r fceptre bore, 

Braving- the Red Sea's dangers malt thou force 

To Abyffinia's realm thy novel courfe -, 

And ifles, by jealous nature long conceal'd, 

Shall to the wondering world be now reveal'd. 

Great Menez next the Lufian fword fhall bear; 

Menez, the dread of Afric, high fhall rear 

His vidlor fword, till deep fhall Ormuz groan, 

And tribute doubled her revolt atone. 

Now mines thy glory in meridian height, 

And loud her voice me raifed 3 O matchlefs Knight, 

Thou, thou, illuftrious Gama, thou malt bring 

The olive bough of peace, deputed King ! 

tan* feSlit eafui txtinguertmus  1 Where Sheba's fapient queen the fctptri 
It is with great art that Camoens fo often       bare. The  Abyflinians   contend   that 
reminds us of the grand defign of the expe- their country is the Sheba mentioned in the 
dition of his heroes,  to fubvert Moham- fcripture,  and that the queen who vifited 
medifm and found a Chriftian empire in the Solomon bore a fon to that monarch, from 
Eaft.    But the dignity which this gives his' whom their royal   family,   to the prefent. 
poem is already obferved in the preface. time, is defended. 

The 
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The lands by Thee difcover'd fhall obey 

Thy fcepter'd power, and blefs thy regal fvvay. 

But India's crimes, outrageous to the ikies, 

A. length of thefe Saturnian days denies : 

Snatch'd from thy golden throne the heavens fhall claim 

Thy deathlefs foul, the world thy deathlefs y name. 

Now o'er the coaft of faithlefs Malabar 

Victorious Henry x pours the rage of war,; 

Nor lefs the youth a nobler itrife fliall wage, 

Great vidtor of himfelf though green in agej 

No reftlefs flave of wanton amorous fire, 

No luft of gold fhall taint his generous ire. 

While youth's bold p.ulfe beats high, how brave the boy 

Whom harlot fmiles nor .pride of power decoy ! 

Immortal be his name ! Nor lefs thy praife, 

Great * Mafcarene, fhall future ages raife : 

1 Snatch'dfrom thy golden throne.—Gama 
only reigned three months Viceroy of India. 
During nis fecond voyage, the third which 
the Portuguefe made to India, he gave the 
Zamorim fome confiderable defeats by fea, 
befides his victories over the Moors. Thefe, 
however, are judicioufly omitted by Ca- 

■ ■moens, as the lefs ftriking part of his cha- 
Tafter. 

The French Tranflator is highly pleafed 
\vith the prediction of Gama's death, de- 
livered to nimfelf at the feaft. " The Syren, 
*.' fays he, perfuaded that Gama is a hero 
** exempt from weaknefs, does not hefitate 
»' to mention the end of his life. Gama 
*\ Jiftens without any mark of emotion; 

" the feaft and the fong continue. If I am 
" not deceived, this is truly great." 

z Victorious Henry. Don Henry  de 
Menezes. He was only twenty-eight when 
appointed to the government of India. He 
died in his thirtieth year, a noble example 
of the mod difintcrefted heroifm. See the 
preface 

• Great Mafcarene. Pedro dc Mafca- 
renhas. The injuflice done to this brave 
officer, and the ufurpation of his govem- 
mentfhip by Lopez Vaz de Sampayo, afford 
one of the molt interefling periods of the 
hiflory of the Portuguefe in India. See the 
preface 

Though 
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Though power, unjuft, with-hold the fplendid ray 

That dignifies the creft of fovereign fway, 

Thy deeds, great Chief, on Bintam's humbled fhore, 

Deeds fuch as Afia never view'd before, 

Shall give thy honeft fame a brighter blaze 

Than tyrant pomp in golden robes difplays. 

Though bold in war the fierce Ufurper fhine, 

Though Cutial's potent navy o'er the brine 

Drive vanquifh'd ; though the Lufian Hedtor's fword 

For him reap conqueft, and confirm him Lord -, 

Thy deeds, great Peer, the wonder of thy foes, 

Thy glorious chains unjuft, and generous woes, 

Shall dim the fierce Sampayo's faireft fame, 

And o'er his honours thine aloud proclaim. 

Thy generous woes! Ah gallant injured Chief, . 

Not thy own forrows give the fharpeft grief. 

Thou feeft the Lufian name her honours ftain, 

And luft of gold her heroes' breafts profane; 

Thou feeft ambition lift the impious head, 

Nor'God's red arm, nor lingeringjuftice dread; 

O'er India's bounds thou feeft thefe vultures prowl, 

Full gorged with'blood, and dreadlefs of controul; 

Thou feeft and weepft thy country's blotted name, 

The generous forrow thine, but not the fhame. 

Nor long the Lufian enfigns ftain'd remain ; 

Great Nunio b comes, and razes every ftain. 

• h Great Nunlo Nunio dc Cunha, one of the moft worthy of the Portuguefe governor*. 
Sec the preface. 

Kkk Though 
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Though lofty Call's warlike towers he rear; 

Though haughty Melic groan beneath his fpear; 

Though Dio owe her fafety to his name, 

Thefe are the tinfel of his nobler fame. 

Far haughtier foes of Lufian race he braves; 

The awful fword of juftice high he waves: 

Before his bar the injured Indian ftands, 

And juftice boldly on his foe demands, 

The Lufian foe ; in wonder loft the Moor 

Beholds proud Rapine's vulture gripe reftore ; 

Beholds the Lufian hands in fetters bound 

By Lufian hands, and wound repay'd for wound. 

Oh, more fhall ihus by Nunio's worth be won, 

Than conqueft reaps from high plumed hofts o'erthrown. 
Long fhall the generous Nunio's blifsful fway 

Command fupreme.    In Dio's hopelefs day 

The fovereign toil the brave Noronha takes; ^ 

Awed by his fame the fierce-foul'd Rumien c /hakes,        (- 

And Dio's open'd walls in fudden flight forfakes. 1 
A fon of thine, O Gama, now fhall d hold 

The helm of empire, prudent, wife and bold: 

« AiKtd by bis fame. That  brave Coje Zofar, one of the general officers of 
generous fpint, which prompted Camoens the aflaillants.     The delays of Noronha 
to condemn the great Albuquerque for in- were as highly blamcablc, as his treatment 
juftice to a common foldier, has here de- of his predeccflbr, the excellent Nunio, was 
fcrted him.    In place of poetical compli- unworthy of a gentleman.    See the hiftory 
merit, on the terrors of his name, Noronha of the Portuguefe Commanders in India, in 
defcrved infamy.    The fiege of Dio, it is the preface. 
true, was raifed on the report of his ap- * A fon of thine, O Gama Stephen 
proach, but that report was the ftratagem of de Gama.   See the preface. 

Malacca 
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Malacca faved and ftrengthen'd by his arms, 

The banks of Tor fhall eccho his alarms; 

His worth fhall blefs the kingdoms of the morn, 

For all thy virtues fhall his foul adorn. 

When fate refigns thy hero to the fkies, 

A Veteran, famed on Brazil's more, fhall " rife : 

The wide Atlantic and the Indian main, 

By turns fhall own the terrors of his reign. 

His aid the proud Cambayan king implores, 

His potent aid Cambaya's king reftores. 

The dread Mogul with all his thoufands flies, 
And Dio's towers are Souza's well-earn'd prize. 

Nor lefs the Zamorim o'er blood-ftain'd f ground 

Shall fpeed his legions, torn with many a wound, 

In headlong rout.    Nor fhall the boaftful pride 

Of India's navy, though the fhaded tide 

Around the fquadron'd mails appear the down 

Of fome wide foreft, other fate renown. 

Loud rattling through the hills of Cape Camorc 

I hear the tempeft of the battle roar! 

Clung to the fplinter'd rnafls I fee the dead 

Badala's fhore with horrid wreck befpread j 

« A Veteran fam'd en BraziPs Jhort  allow dt fangut cbtyo —— which Fan- 
Martin Alonzo de Souza.     He was cele- fhaw has thus punned, 
brated for clearing the coaft of Brazil of no 
feveral pirates, who were fornudable to that Send        ^ home      in b  m,f    ^  
infant colony. 6 

'   o'er blood-Jlain'd ground.—— a place neaxBanbury in Oxfordlhire. 
This ij as near the original as elegance will 

K k k 2 Baticala 
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Baticala inflamed by treachrous hate, 

Provokes the horrors of Badala's fate : 

Her feas in blood, her fkies enwrapt in fire 

Confefs the fwecping ftorm of Souza's ire. 

No hoftile fpear now rear'd on fea or ftrand, 

The awful fceptre graces Souza's hand; 

Peaceful he reigns, in counfel jufl and wife;- 

And glorious Caflxo now his throne fupplies :- 

Caftro, the boaft of generous fame, afar 

From Dio's flrand fhall fway the glorious war. 

Madning with rage to view the Lufian band, 

A troop fo few, proud Dio's towers command, 

The cruel Ethiop Moor to heaven complains, 

And the ftern Perfian foe his peers arraigns. 

The Rumien fierce, who boafts the name of % Rome,. 

With thefe confpires, and vows the Lufians' doom. 

A thoufand barbarous nations join their powers 

To bathe with Lufian blood the Dion towers. 

Dark rolling fheets forth belch'd from brazen wombs, 

Bored, as the fhowering cloud, with hailing bombs, 

s Tie Rumien fierce nvho loajts the name the fame figure among the Eaftems, as that 
of Rome. When the victories of the Por- of the fabulous or heroic ages, does with us, 
tuguefe began to ovcrfprcad the Eaft, feveral with this difference, it was better believed. 
Indian princes, by the counfels of the Moors, The Turks of Romania pretended to be the 
applied for affiftance to the Sultan of Egypt defcendants of the Roman Conquerors, and 
and the  Grand   Signior.    The troops of the Indians gave them and their auxiliaries 
thefe  Mohammedan  princes  were  in  the the name of Rumes, or Romans. In the fame 
higheft reputation for bravery, and though manner the fame of Godfrey in the Eaft 
compofed of many different nations, were conferred the name of Franks on all the 
known among the orientals by one common weftern Chriftians, who on their part gave 
name.    Ignorance delights in  the marvel- the name of Moors to all the Mohammc- 
lous.   The hiftory of ancient Rome made dans of the Eaft. 

O'er 
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O'er Dio's fky fpread the black fhades of death, 

The mine's dread earthquakes fhake the ground beneath. 

No hope, bold h Mafcarene, mayft thou refpire, 

A glorious fall alone, thy juft defire. 

When lo, his gallant fon brave Caftro fends — 

Ah heaven, what fate the haplefs youth attends I 

In vain the terrors of his faulchion glare; 

The cavern'd mine burfts, high in pitchy air 

Rampire and fquadron whirl'd convulfiye, borne 

To heaven, the hero dies in fragments torn. 

His loftieft bough though fall'n, the generous fire ■ 

His living hope devotes with Roman ire. 

On wings of fury flies the brave Alvar 

Through oceans howling with the wintery war, 

Through flues of fnow Jris brother's vengeance bears; 

And foon in arms the valiant fire appears: 

Before him vidlory fpreads her eagle-wing 

Wide fweeping o'er Cambaya's haughty king. 

In vain his thundering courfers fhake the ground* 

Cambaya bleeding of his might's laft wound 

Sinks pale in dud : Fierce Hydal-Kan ' in vain 

Wakes war on war j he bites his iron chain. 

h No hope,   bold Mafcarene. The prince here mentioned, afar many revolt!, 
commander of Diu,   or Dio,  during this was at laft finally fabdued by Don John dc 
fieee, one of the molt memorable in the Caftro, the fourth Viceroy of India,  with, 
Portuguefe hiftory. whofe reign our Poet judicioully ends  the 

' Fierce Hydal Kan. The title of the prophetic fong.    Albuquerque laid the plan, 
Lords or Princes of Decan,  who in their and Caftro compleatd the fyftcm of the Por- 
wars with the  Portuguefe have fometimes tuguefe empire in the Eaft.   (For an account 
brought 400,000 men intQ the field.   The of -which, Jce the preface.)   It is with pro- 
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O'er Indus' banks, o'er Ganges' fmiling vales 

No more the hind his plunder'd field bewails :' 

O'er every field, O Peace, thy bloflbms glow, 

The golden bloflbms of thy olive bough; 

Firm bafed on wife'ft laws great Caftro crowns, 

And the wide Eaft the Lufian Empire owns. 

Thefe warlike Chiefs, the folfe of thy renown, 

And thoufands more, O VASCO, doom'd to crown 

Thy glorious toils, mall through thefe feas unfold 

Their vidtor-ftandards blazed with Indian gold ; 

And in the bofom of our flowery ifle, 

Embathed in joy fhall o'er their labours fmile. 

Their nymphs like ybur's, their feaft divine the fame, 

The raptured forctafte of immortal fame. 

So fung the Goddefs, while the fifter train 

With joyful anthem clofe the facred ftrain ; 

Though Fortune from her whirling fphere beftow 

Her gifts capricious in unconftant flow, 

priety therefore that the prophecy given to contempt of Camoens docs him true honour 
Gama is here fummcd up.    Nor is the dif- In this hiflorical feng/asaX hinged 
cretron of Camoens in *,. .nftance inferior the Translator has r^en at en ive^as much 
to his judgment.    He is now within a few as he could, to throw it into thefe 2 
years of his own times   when he himfelf languages, the piclurefque and KaSic 
ym; upon the fcene ,n India.    But whatever Toconvey the fublimeft inflruaSop"nc«' 
he had fa«d of his cotemporanes would have is, according to Ariftotle, ScSia   pro 
been liable  to  mifconflrudion, and every vince of the Epic Mufe      Th.  n -if- 
fentence would have been branded with the points of view   in wnich the 71 \        ?S 

epithets of flattery or malice     A little Poet Lie* of the GoveTn   s"   M J£ « fere" 
would have been happy ,„ fuch an oppor- placed, are in thembfl happy conformity  o 
tumty to rcfcnt hi» wrongs.   But the filent thisingeniowcanon of theSttgTryte 

Yet 
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Yet laurel'd honour and immortal fame 

Shall ever conflant grace the Lufian name. 

So fung the joyful chorus, while around 

The filver roofs the lofty notes refound. 

The fong prophetic, and the facred feaft, 

Now fhed the glow of ftrength through every breaft. 

When with the grace and majefty divine, 

Which round immortals when enamour'd mine, 
* 10. ' 

To crown the banquet of their deathlefs fame, 

To happy GAMA thus the fovereign Dame : 

O loved of heaven, what never man before, 

What wandering fcience never might explore, 

By heaven's high will, with mortal eyes to fee 

Great Nature's face unveil'd, is given to Thee, 

Thou and thy warriors follow where I lead : 

Firm be your fteps, for arduous to the tread 

Through matted brakes of thorn and brier, beftrew'd 

With fplinter'd flint, winds the fteep flippery road. 

She fpake, and fmiling caught the hero's hand, 

And on the mountain's fummit foon they ftand; 

A beauteous lawn with pearl enamell'd o'er, 

Emerald and ruby, as the gods of yore 

Had fported here.    Here in the fragrant air 

A wondrous globe appear'd, divinely fair ! 

Through every part the light tranfparent flow'd, 

And in the centre as the furface glow'd. 

• The 
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The frame etherial various orbs compofe, 

In whirling ' circles how they fell,' now rofe; 

Yet never rofe nor fell, for ftill the fame 

Was every movement of the wondrous frame; 
Each movement ftill beginning, ftill compleat, 

It's Author's type, felf-poifed, perfection's feat. 

Great VASCO.thrill'd with reverential awe, 

And rapt with keen defire, the wonder faw. 

The Goddefs markt the language of his eyes, 

And here, the cried, thy largeft wifh fufrice. 

Great Nature's fabric thou doft here behold, 
Th* etherial pure, and elemental mould 

In pattern mewn complete, as Nature's God 

Ordain'd the world's great frame, his dread abode -, 

For every part the power divine pervades, 

The fun's bright radiance and the central fliades j 

Yet let not haughty reafon's bounded line 

.Explore the boundlefs God, or where define, 

1 Jn whirling circlet now they fell, now 
rofe,—Yet never roft nor fell The mo- 
tions of the heavenly bodies, in every fyf- 
tem, bear, at all times, the fame unifoim 
relation to each other; thefe expreffions, 
therefore, are ftriftly juft. The firfl relates 
to the appearance, the fecondto the reality. 
Thus while to us the fun appears to go 
down, to more weftern inhabitants of the 
globe he appears to rife, and while-he.rifes 
to us, he is going down to the more eaftern ; 
the difference being eptirely relative to the 
various parts of the earth. And in this 
the expreffions of our Poet are equally ap- 
plicable to the Ptolemaic and Copernican 
fyftems. The ancient hypothecs which made 

our earth the centre of the Univerfe, is the 
fyftem adopted by Camocns, a happinefs, 
in the opinion of the Tranflator, to the 
Englifh Lufiad. The new fyftem is fo well 
known, that a poetical defcrjption of it 
would have been no novelty to the Englilh 
reader. The other has not only that ad- 
vantage in its favour ; but this description is 
perhaps the fineft and fulleft that ever was 
given of it. in poetry, that of Lucretius, 
1. v. being ^chiefly argumentative, and 
therefore lefs 'pitturefque. 

Our Author ftudied at the univerfity of 
Coimbra, where the ancient fyftem and 
other doftrines of the Ariftotelians then, 
and long afterward, prevailed. 

Where 



BOOK X. THE       L   U   S   I   A   D. 443 

Where in Himfelf in uncreated light, 

(While all his worlds around feem wrapt in night,) 

He holds his loftieft ' date.    By primal laws 

Impofed on Nature's birth, Himfelf the caufe, 

By her own rriiniftry through every maze 

Nature in all her walks unfeen he fways. 

Thefe fpheres k behold; the firft in wide embrace' • 

Surrounds the lefler orbs of various face ; 

The Empyrean this, the holieft heaven, 

To the pure fpirits of the Bleft is given : 

■No mortal eye its fplendid rays may bear, 

No mortal bofom feel the raptures there. 

The earth in all her fummer pride array'd 

To this might feem a drear fepulchral made. 

Unmoved it ftands : within its fhining frame, 

In motion fwifter than the lightning's flame, 

.Swifter than fight the moving parts may fpy, 

Another fphere whirls round its rapid fky. 

Hence Motion ' darts its force,  impulfive draws, 

And on the other orbs imprefles laws; 

The Sun's bright car attentive to its force 

Gives night and day, and fliapes his yearly courfe; 

1 He holJs his hftitfl fate. Called by In their accounts of this firft mentioned, 
ihe old philofophers and fchool divines the but Eleventh Sphere, which they called the 
Senfrium of the Deity. Empyrean   or  heaven   of   the   Blcft,    the 

k Thefe fpberei beheld.——According to difciplcs of Arillotlc, and the Arab Moors, 
the   Peripatetics   the  univerfe  confided   cf gave a loo£c to all the warmth of imagina- 
Elcvcn Spheres inclofcd within each other, tion.    And fevcral of the Chriftian Fathers 
as Fanfhaw has familiarly exprcfled it by a applied to it the defcriptions of heaven which 
fimilic which he has lent our Author.    The **e found in the Holy Scripture, 
iirft of thefe fpheres, he fays, 
 doth (as in aneft ,    £'"« ™'">" dar's '" fine. This b 

Of boxes) all the other orb* comprize  the reBth Sphere, the Primum Mikile of the 
L 1 1 ancient 
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Its force flupendous afks a pondrous fphere 

To poife its fury and its weight to bear : 

Slow moves that pondrous orb ; the ftiff", flow pace 

One ftep fcarce gains, while wide his annual race 

Two hundred times the fun triumphant rides; 

The Chryftal Heaven is this, whofe rigour guides 

And binds the (tarry m fphere: That fphere behold, 

With diamonds fpangled, and emblazed with gold; 

What radiant orbs that azure fky adorn, 

Fair o'er the night in rapid motion borne ! 

Swift as they trace the heaven's wide circling line, 

Whirl'd on their proper axles bright they mine. 

ancient fyftem. To account for the appear- 
ances of the heavens, the Peripatetics afcribed 
double motion to it. While its influence 
drew the other orbs from eaft to weft, they 
fuppofed it had a motion'of its own from 
weft to eaft. To effctt this, the ponderous 
weight and intcrpofition of the Ninth Sphere, 
or Chryftalline Heaven, was necefiary. The 
indent Aftronomers obferved that the 
ftars fhifted their places. This they called 
the motion of the Chryftalline Heaven, 
expreffed by our Poet at the rate of one 
pace during two hundred folar years. The 
famous Arab aftronomer Abulhafan, in his 
Meadows of Gold, calculates the revolution 
of this fphere to confift of 49,000 of our 
years. 'But modern difcoverics have not 
only corrected the calculation*, but have 
alfo afcertaincd the rcafon of the apparent 
motion of the fixt ftars. The earth is not 
a perfeft fphere ; the quantity of matter is 
greater at the equator; hence the earth turns 
on her axis in a rocking motion, revolving 
round the axis of the ecliptic, which is 
called the proceflion of the equinoxes, and 
makes the liars feem to fhift their places at 
about the rate of a degree in 72 years ; ac- 

cording to which all the ftars feem to per- 
form one revolution in the fpace of 25,920 
years, after which they return exactly to 
the fame fituation as at the beginning of 
this period. However impcrfeft in their 
calculations, the Chaldaic aftronomcrs per- 
ceived that the motions of the heavens com- 
pofed one great revolution. This they 
called the Anr.u: Magnus, which thofe who 
did not underftand them miftook for a re- 
storation of all things to their firft originals, 
and that the world was at that period to 
begin anew in every refpeft. Hence the old 
Egyptian notion, that ever)'one was at the 
end of thirty-nine thoufand years to refume 
every circumftance of his prcfent life, to be 
exactly the fame in every contingency. And 
hence alfo the Legends of the Bramins and 
Mandarins, their periods of fifty thoufand 
years, and the worlds which they tell us arc al- 
ready part and eternally to fuccecd each other. 

01 And binds  the fiarry fphere. This 
was called the Firmament or Eighth Heaven. 
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Venus, 
Mercury, and Diana, were the planets 
which gave name to, and whofe orbits com- 
pofed the other fpheres or heavens. 

• However deficient the aflronnmy of Abulhifon m»y be, it ii nothing to the ealculition of hit Prophet 
Mohammed, who telli hii difciplo, trut iht fUii were each »bout the bigoefi of an houfe, tni hung from the 
kf on chains of gold. 

Wide 
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Wide o'er this heaven a golden belt difplays 

Twelve various forms; behold the glittering blaze ! 

Through thefe the fun in annual journey towers, 

And o'er each clime their various tempers pours; 

In gold and filver of celeftial mine 

How rich far round the conftellations fhine ! 

Lo, bright emerging o'er the polar tides 

In fhining froft the northern ' chariot rides; 

Mid treafured fnows here gleams the grifly bear, 

And icy flakes incruft his fhaggy hair. 

Here fair Andromeda of heaven beloved, 

Her vengeful fire, and by the gods reproved 

Beauteous Caffiope.    Here fierce and red 

Portending ftorms Orion lifts his head; 

And here the dogs their raging fury fhed. 

The fwan, fweet melodift, in death he fings, 

The milder fwan here fpreads his filver wings, 

' In JbM,Z /"ft <>>< »°r<h'"> Charht Erigfe'J however thai died mad with grief 
ridu. __ Commonly called Charlefwain. for the death of his rmftrefi, has the bell 
Of Califlo, or the Bear, fee the note on title to pref.de over the dog-days. The 
piee 10S. Andromeda was the daughter Swan ; that whofe form Jupiter borrowed to 
ofSCe?heus, king of Ethiopia and of enjoy Leda. 1 he Hare, when purfued by 
CaflioJe. Calliope" boaflcd that me and her Orion, was faved by Mercury, and placed 
daugh^r were more beautiful than juno in heaven, to fign.fy that Mercury pref.de. 
and the Nereids. Andromeda, to appeafe over melancholy difpofitions. The Lyre, 
the goddefs, was, at her father's command, with which Orpheus charmed Pluto. The 
chained to a rock to be devoured by a fea- Dragon which guarded the golden apples of 
monfter, but was faved by Perfeus, who the Hcfpcrides and the (hip Argo, corn- 
obtained of Jupiter that all the family pleat the number of the conltellations men- 
Luld be placed among the ftars. Orion tioned by Cimoens. If our Author ha. 
was a hunter, who, for an attempt on blended the appearances of heaven witk 
Diana, was (lung to death by a ferpent. thofe of the painted artificial fphcre,it is 
The ftar of his name portends tcmpefls. in the manner of the claflics. Ovid, in 
Th- Does • Fable eives this honour to thofe particular, thus defenbes the heavens, in the 
of different hunters.   The faithful dog of fecond book of his Metamorphofcs. 

LH'2 Here 

1 
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Here Orpheus' lyre, the melancholy hare, 

And here the watchful dragon's eye-balls glare j 

And Thefeus' fhip, Oh, lefs renown'd than thine, 

Shall ever o'er thefe ikies illuftrious mine. 

Beneath this radiant firmament behold 

The various Planets in their orbits roll'd : 

Here in cold twilight hoary Saturn rides, 

Here Jove fliines mild, here fiery Mars prefides, 

Apollo here enthroned in light appears 

The eye of heaven, emblazer of the fpheres ; 

Beneath him beauteous glows the Queen of Love, 

The proudeft hearts her facred influence prove; 

Here Hermes famed for eloquence divine, 

And here Diana's various faces mine; 

Loweft flie rides, and through the madowy night 

Pours on the gliftening earth her filver light. 

Thefe various orbs, behold, in various fpeed 

Purfue the journeys at their birth decreed. 

Now from the centre far impell'd they fly, 

Now nearer earth they fail a lower fky, 

A fhorten'd courfe : Such are their laws imprefl 

By God's dread Will, that Will ra forever belt 

m Such are their laivs impreft by God's 
dread -will Though a modern narrative 
of bawdy-houfe adventures by no means 
requires the fuppofition of a particular Pro- 
vidence, that fuppofition, however, is ab- 
solutely neceflary to. the grandeur of an 
Epic Poem. The great examples of Homer 
and Virgil prove'it; and Camoens under- 
wood and felt its force.   While hii fleet 

combat all the horrors of unplowed oceans, 
we do not view his heroes as idle wanderers; 
the care of heaven gives their voyage the 
greateft importance. When Gama falls on 
his knees and fpreads his hands to heaven on 
the difcovery of India, we are prefented 
with a figure infinitely more noble than that 
of the moil fuccefsful Conqueror, who is 
fuppofed to aft under the influence of fa- 

tal ifm 
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The yellow earth, the centre of the whole, 
There lordly refts fuftain'd on either pole. 

talifm or chance. The human mind is con- 
fcious of its own wcaknefs. It expe&s an 
elevation in poetry, and demands a degree 
of importance fupcrior to the caprices of 
unmeaning accident. The poetical reader 
cannot admire the hero who is fubjeft to 
fuch blind fortuity. He appears to us with 
an abjeft unintereiling littlenefs. Our po- 
etical ideas of permanent grcatnefs demand 
a Gama, a hero whofe enterprifes and whofe 
perfon intereft the care of heaven and the 
happinefs of his people. Nor mull this 
fuppofition be confined merely to the ma- 
chinery. The reafon why it pleafcs alfo 
requires that the fuppofition mould be uni- 
form throughout the whole poem. Virgil, 
by difmifling Eneas through the ivory gate 
of Elyfium, has hinted that all his pi&ures 
of a future ftate were merely dreams, and 
has thus deftroyed the higheft merit of the 
compliment to his patron Auguftus. But 
Camoens has certainly been more happy. 
A fair opportunity offered itfclf to indulge 
the opinions of Lucretius and the Academic 
Grove; but Camoens, in afcribing the go- 
vernment of the Univcrfe to the Will of 
God, has not only preferved the philofophy 
of his poem perfectly uniform, but has alfo 
fhewn that the Peripatetic fyftem is, in 
this inftance, cxattly conformable to the 
Newtonian. But this leads us from one de- 
fence of our Author to another. We have 
feen that the fuppofition of a Providence is 
certainly allowable in a Poet: nor can we 
think it is highly to be blamed even in a 
philofopher. The Principia of Newton 
offer, what fome perhaps may eileem, a 
demonftration of the truth of this opinion. 
Matter appeared to Sir Ifaac as pofleffed of 
no property but one, the i>is incrti/t, or 
dead inaftivity. Motion, the centripetal and 
centrifugal force, appeared therefore to that 
great man, as added by the agency of fome- 
tbing diftintt from matter, by a Being of 
other properties. And from the infinite com- 
binations of the univcrfe united in one great 
defign, he inferred the omnipotence and 
omnifcience of that primary Being. 

If we admit, and who can pofliblydeny it, 
that man has an idea of right and wrong, 
and a power of agency in both, he is then 
a moral, or in other words, a rcafonable 

agent; a Being placed in circumrtances, 
where his agency is infallibly attended with 
degrees of happinefs or miferyinfinitelymorc 
real and durable than any animal fenfation. 
Now to fuppofe that the Being who has 
provided for every want of animal nature, 
who has placed even the meaneft infeft in 
its proper line, and has rendered every pur- 
pole of its agency or cxiftence complete, to 
fuppofe that he has placed the infinitely 
fuperior intellectual nature of man in an 
agency of infinitely greater confequenco, 
but an agency of which he takes no fuper- 
intendancc to fuppofe this,  is only to 
fuppofe that the Author of Nature is a very 
imperfeft Being. For no propofition can 
be more felf-evident, than that an attention 
to the mereft comparative trifles, attended 
with a negleft of infinitely greater concerns, 
implies an intellectual imperfettion. Yet 
fome philofophers, who tell us there never 
was an Athieil, fome who are not only in 
raptures with the great machinery of the 
univerfe, but are loft in admiration at the 
admirable adaption of an oyfter-fhell to the 
wants of the animal; fome of thefe phi- 
lofophers, with the utmofl contempt of the 
contrary opinion, make no fcraplc to ex- 
clude the care of the Deity from any con- 
cern in the moral world. Dazzled, perhaps, 
by the mathematics, the cafe of many a 
feeble intellect ; or bewildered and benight- 
ed in metaphyiics, the cafe of many an 
ingenious philofopher ; they ereft a ftandard 
of truth in their own minds, and utterly 
forgetting that this ftandard mull be founded 
on partial views, with the utmoft aflurance 
they rejeft whatever does not agree with the 
infallibility of their beloved tell. There is 
another cad of philofophers no lefs in- 
genious, whofe minds, abforbed in the in- 
numerable wonders of natural enquiry, can 
perceive nothing but a God of cockle-fhells, 
and of grubs turned into butterflies. With 
all the arrogance of fupcrior knowledge 
thefe virtuofi fmile at the opinion which 
intcrefts the Deity in the moral happinefs or 
mifery of man. Nay, they will gravely 
tell you, that fuch mifery or happinefs does 
not cxiil. At cafe themlclves in their elbow 
chairs, they cannot conceive there is fuch a . 
thing in tie world as opprefled innocence 

feeling 
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The limpid air enfolds in foft embrace 

The ponderous orb, and brightens o'er her face. 

Here foftly floating o'er th' aerial blue, 

Fringed with the purple and the golden hue, 

The fleecy clouds their fwelling fides difplay; 

From whence fermented by the fulphrous ray 

The lightnings blaze, and heat fpreads wide and rare; 

And now in fierce embrace with frozen air, 

Their wombs compreft foon feel parturient throws, 

And white wing'd gales bear wide the teeming fnows. 

feeling its only confolation in an appeal to our Poet's philofophy does not altogether 
heaven,   and its only hope,  a trull in its deferve ridicule.    And thofe who allow a 
care.    Though the Author of Nature has general, but deny a particular Providence, 
placed man in a Hate of moral agency, and will, it is hoped, excufe Camoens, on the 
made his happtnefs and mifery to depend confideration, that if we eftimate a general 
upon it, and though every page of human moral providence by analogy of that pro- 
hiftory is llained with the tears of injured vidence which prefides over vegetable and 
innocence and the triumphs of guilt, with animal nature, a more particular one cannot 
miferies which mull affe&a moral or think- poflibly be wanted.    If a particular provi- 
ing being, yet we have been told, that God dence,   however,   is  Hill denied,   another 
pcrceiveth it not,   and that what mortals confideration obtrudes itfelf;  if one pang_ 
call  moral  evil  vanishes from  before  his of a moral agent is unregarded, one tear of 
more perfect fight.    Thus the appeal of in- injured innocence left to fall unpiticd by the 
jured innocence, and the tear of bleeding Deity, if Ludit in humanis Divina pcttntia 
virtue fall unregarded, unworthy of the at- rebut, the conference is, that the human 
tention of the Deity f-    Yet with what rap- conception can form an idea of a  much 
tures do thefe enlarged virtuofi behold the better God: And it may modellly be pre- 
infinite wifdom and care of their Beelzebub, fumed we may hazard   the laugh of the 
their god of  flies,   in  the admirable and wifeft   philofopher,   and   without   fcruple 
various provifion he has made for the pre- aflert, that it is impoflible that a created mind 
.fervation of the eggs of vermin, and the mould conceive an idea of perfection, fu- 
generation of maggots.* perior to that which is portefled by the Cre- 

Much more might be faid in proof that ator and Author of exiilence. 

• f Perhaps, like Lucretius, fome philofcphers think this 'would be too much trouble to the Deity. 
But the idea of trouble to the Divine Nature, ii much the fame as another argument of the fame philcfo- 
pher, who having aiTrrted, that belore the creation the godi could not know wlut feed would produce, 
from thence wifely concludes, that the world was made by chance. 

• Ray, in his wifdom of Cod in the creation, (though he did not deny the moral providence) Iiaa 
tarried this extravagance to the higher* pitch. "To give life, faya he, is the intention of the creation ; and 
how wonderful does the goodnefs of God appear in this, that the death and putrefaction ol cne ani- 
mal is the life of thoufandi." So the mifery of a family on the death of a parent is nothing, for ten 
thoufind maggots are made happy by it.—-Oh, Philofophy, when will thou forget the dteams of thy 
•umbers in BedJam I 

Thus 
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Thus cold and heat their warring empires hold, 

Averfe yet mingling, each by each controul'd, 

The higheft air and ocean's bed they pierce, 

And earth's dark centre feels their ftruggles fierce. 

The feat of Man, the Earth's fair breaft, behold ; 

Here wood-crown'd iflands wave their locks of gold, 

Here fpread wide continents their bofoms green, 

And hoary ocean heaves his breaft between. 

Yet not th' inconftant ocean's furious tide 

May fix the dreadful bounds of human pride. 

What madning feas between thefe nations roar! 

Yet Lufus* race (hall vifit every more. 

What thoufand tribes whom various cuftoms fway, 

And various rites, thefe countlefs fliores difplay! 
Queen of the world fupreme in fhining arms, 

Her's every art, and her's all wifdom's charms, 

Each nation's tribute round her foot-ftool fpread, 

Here Chriftian Europe " lifts the regal head. 

Afric * behold, alas, what altcr'd view! 

Her lands uncultured, and her fons untrue; 

Ungraccd with all that fweetens human life, 

Savage and fierce they roam in brutal ftrife ; 

* Here Chriftian Europe. Vis Europa piflurcfque defcriptlon of Africa is finely 
Cbriftan. As Europe is already defcribcd contrafted with  the character of Europe. 
in the Third Lufiad, this fhort account of It contains alfo a mallerly compliment to 
it has as great propriety, as the manner of the expedition of Gama, which is all along 
it contains dignity. rcprefented as the harbinger and diffufer of 

° Jfric behold.—This juft and ftrongly the bleffings of civilization. 
Eager 



4$o T'H'E     ~L   U"S   I~A  D: BOOK X. 

Eager they grafp the gifts which culture yields, 

Yet naked roam their own neglected fields. 

Lo, here enrich'd with hills of golden ore, 

Monomotapa's empire hems the fhore, 

Where round the Cape, great Afric's dreadful bound 

Array'd in ftorrris, by You firft compafs'd round ; 

Unnumber'd tribes as beflial grazers ftray, 

By laws unforra'd, unform'd by reafon's fway: 

Far inward ftretch tlie mournful fteril dales, 

Where on the parch'd hill fide pale Famine wails. 

On gold in vain the naked favage treads; 

Low clay built huts, behold, and reedy fheds, 

Their dreary towns.    Gonfalo's p zeal fhall glow 

To thefe dark minds the path of light to fhew: 

His toils to humanize the barbarous mind 

Shall with the martyr's palms his holy temples bind. 

Great Naya q too fhall glorious here difplay 

His God's dread might: Behold, in black array, 

Numerous and thick as when in evil hour, 

The feathered race whole harvefl fields devour, 

So thick, fo numerous round Sofala's towers 

Her barbarous hords remotefl Afric pours, 

-   v Gonfalo's zeal Jhall ghio. Gonfalo the kingdom of Sofala, which is fubjedl to 
de Sylveyra, a Portugucfc Jefuit, in  1555 Monomotapa.     Six thotifand  Moors  and 
■failed from Lilbon on a million to Mono- Cafres laid feigc to this garrifon, which he 
motapa.    His labours were at firft fuecefs- defended with only thirty-five men.    After 
ful; but ere he effected any regular efta- having feveral times fuffered by unexpefted 
bliftiment he was murdered by the Barbarians. fillies, the Barbarians fled,  exclaiming to 

Caftera abridged. their king  that he had led them  to fight 
1 Great Naja too. " Don Pedro de againft God." Cajltra abridged. 

Naya    In J505 he crofted a fort in 
In 
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.In vain; Heaven's vengeance on their fouls impreft, 

They fly, wide fcatter'd as the driving mift. 

Lo, Quama there, and there the fertile Nile, 

Curft with that gorging fiend the chrocodile, 

Wind their long way : The parent lake behold, 

Great Nilus' fount, unfeen, unknown of old, 

From whence diffufing plenty as he glides, 

Wide Abyfiinia's-realm the ftream divides. 

In Abyffinia r heaven's own altars blaze, 

And hallowed anthems chant Meffiah's praife. 

In Nile's wide bread the ifle of Meroe fee ! 

Near thefe rude mores an Hero fprung from thee, 

Thy fon, * brave GAMA, fhall his lineage (hew 

In glorious triumphs o'er the Turkifh foe. 

There by the rapid Ob, her friendly bread- 

Melinda fpreads, thy place of grateful reft. 

' In Ahfinia btavin's onvn altars llaxe. of Sheba,   and  encre.ifcd  with  all thofe 
 Chriftinnity was planted here in the writings, of which we have either pofleflion 
firft century,  but mixed with many Jewi(h or only the names.    The works of Noah, 
rites unufed by other Chriftians of the Eaft. and the leftures on the mathematics which 
This appears to give fome countenance to Abraham read in the plains of Mamrc, are 
the  pretenfior.s of their  Emperors,   who here.    And fo many arc the volumes, that 
claim their defcent from Solomon and the 200 monks are employed as librarians^ ,lt 
queen of Sheba, and at leaft reminds us of is needlefs to add, that Father Urrcta is a 
Afts 8. 27.   where we are told,   that the fecond Sir John Mandcvylle. • 
Treafurer of the queen of Ethiopia came to * 1 by /on, brave Gama. When Don 
vvorOiip at Jerufalem.    Innumerable monaf-. Stephen de Gama was governor of India, 
tcries, we arc told, are in this country.   But the Chriftian Emperor and Emprcfs-mothcr 
the clergy are very ignorant, and the laity of Ethiopia, folicitcd the afliflance of the 
crofs barbarians.    Much has been faid of Portuguefe againft the ufurpations of the 
the hill Amara, . . Pagan king of Zeyla.    Don Stephen font 

his brother Don Chriftoval with 500 men. 
Where Abyflin kings their iflue guard—— »rhe prodigies of their valour aftoniihcd the 

by lbme fuppofed, Ethiopians. But after having twice de- 
True Paradife, un.icr the Erh.op l.ne f d hc Tvrant and reduced his great 
By N.lju head, mclofed with fl.in.ng rock J extremity, Don Chriftoval, 
A whole days journey h.gh. M.LTON. ^ ^ f^   fay  ^   / ^^^ flf   ^ 

and where, according to Urreta, a Spanifh       youtliful  valour, was .taken prifoncr.    He 
jefuit, it the library founded by the queen       was brought before the Ufurper, and put to 

Man death 
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Cape Aromata there the gulph defends, 

Where by the Red Sea wave great Afric ends. 

Illuftrious Suez, feat of heroes old, 

Famed Hierapolis, high-tower'd, behold. 

Here Egypt's flielter'd fleets at anchor ride, 

And hence in fquadrons fweep the eaflern tide. 

And lo, the waves that aw'd by Mofes' rod, 

"While the dry bottom Ifrael's armies trod, 

On either hand roll'd back their frothy might, 

And ftood like hoary rocks in cloudy height. 

Here Afia, rich in every precious mine, 

In realms immenfe, begins her weflern line. 

Sinai behold, whofe trembling cliffs of yore 
In fire and darknefs, deep pavilion'd, bore 

The Hebrews' God, while day with awful brow 

Gleam'd pale oo Ifrael's wandering tents below. 

The pilgrim now the lonely hill afcendc, 

And when the evening raven homeward bends, 

Before the Virgin-Martyr's ' tomb he pays 

His mournful vefpers and his vows of praife. 

death in the mod cruel manner.   Waxed where it is moft neceflary, yet from the 
threads wete twilled with his beard and after- famenefs  of the fubjeft, molt  difficult to 
wards fet on fire.    He was then dipped in attain, our author always attains it with 
toiling wax, and at laft beheaded by the the moft graceful eafe.    In the defcription 
hand of the Tyrant. The Portuguefe efteem of countries he not only follows the manner 
him a martyr, and fay that his torments and of Homer and Virgil, not only dillinguilhes 
death were infliftcd becaufe he would not each region  by its moft ftriking  charac- 
renounce the Faith.    See Faria v Sou/a. teriftic, but he alfo diverfifios his geography 

• Before the Virgin-Martyr's tomb. He with   other   incidents   introduced   by   the 
muft be a dull  Reader indeed who cannot mention of the place.    St. Catherine, Vir- 
perceive and relifh the amazing variety whith gin and Martyr, according to Romilh hif- 
prevails in our poet.    In every page it ap- tories, was buried on Sinai, and a chapel 
pears.   In the hiftorkal narrative of wars, crefted over her grave. v Gidda 
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Gidda behold, and Aden's parch'd domain 

Girt by Arzira's rock, where never rain 

Yet fell from heaven; where never from the dale 

The chryflal rivulet murmured to the vale. 

The three Arabias here their breafls unfold, 

Here breathing incenfe, here a rocky wold; 

O'er Dofar's plain the richeft incenfe breathes, 

That round the facred fhrine its vapour wreathes; 

Here the proud war-fteed glories in his force, 

As fleeter than the gale he holds the courfe. 

Here, with his fpoufe and houfhold lodged in wains, 

The Arab's camp fliifts wandering o'er the plains, 

The merchant's dread, what time from eaflern foil 

His burthen'd camels feek the land of Nile. 

Here Rofalgate and Farthac flretch their arms, 

And point to Ormuz, famed for war's alarms; 

Ormuz, decreed full oft to quake with dread 

Beneath the Lufian heroes' hoflile tread, 

Shall fee the Turkifh moons with flaughter gor'd 

Shrink from the lightning of De Branco's w fword 

There on the gulph that laves the Perfian fhore, 

Far through the furges bends Cape Afabore. 

There Barem's x ifle; her rocks with diamonds blaze, 

And emulate Aurora's glittering rays. 
•    » De Branco's fiinrd.—Don Pedro x   Here Barem's ijle The ifland of 
de Caftcl-Branco. He obtained a great Barem is fituated in the Perfian gulph, near 
victory, near Ormuz, over the combined the influx of the Euphrates and Tygris. It 
fleets of the Moors, Turks, and Perfians. is celebrated  for the plenty,  variety and 

finenefs of its diamonds. 
M m m 2 From 
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From Barem's more Euphrates' flood is feen, 

And Tygris' waters, through the waves of green A 

In yellowy currents many a league extend, 

As with the darker waves averfe they blend. 

Lo, Perfia there her empire wide unfolds ! 

In tented camp his ftate the monarch holds : 

Her warrior fons difdain the arms of r fire, 

And with the pointed fteel to fame afpire ; 

Their fpringy moulders ftrctching to the blow, 

.Their fvveepy fabres hew the fhrieking foe. 

There Gerum's ifle the hoary ruin * wears 

Where Time has trod : there mail the dreadful fpears 

Of Soufa and Menezes ftrew the more 

With Perfian fabres, and embathe with gore. 

Carpella's cape, and fad Carmania's ftrand, 

There parch'd and bare their dreary wafles expand. 

A fairer landfcape here delights the view -, 

From thefe green hills beneath the clouds of blue, 

The Indus and the Ganges roll the wave, 

And many a'fmiling field propitious lave. 

y Her warrior fons difdain the arms of tage afforded by invulnerable hides,   and 
Jire. This was the charafter of the Per- inchanted armour. 
fians when Gama arrived in the Eaft.    Yet z There Gerum's ifle the hoary ruin tutors, 
though they thought it difhonourable to ufe       Where Time has trod. Prefuming on the 
the mu(ket, they efteemed it no difgrace to ruins which are found on this ifland, the 
rufh from a thicket on  an unarmed foe. natives pretend that the Armu/.ia of Pliny 
This reminds one of the fpirit of the old and Strabo was here fituated.    But this is a 
romance.    Orlando having taken the firft miftake, for that city flood on the' conti- 
invented cannon from the king of Friza, nent.    The Moors, however, ha»e built a 
throws it into the fea with the. moil heroic city in  this ifle, which .they call by the 
execrations.    Yet the heroes of chivalry ancient name, 
jthink it no difgrace to take every advan 

Luxuriou$ 
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Luxurious here Ulcinda's harvefts fmile, 

And here, difdainful of the feaman's toil, 

The whirling tides of Jaquet furious roar j 
Alike their rage when fwelling to the fliore, 

Or tumbling backward, to the deep, they force 

The boiling fury of their gulphy courfc :. 
Againft their headlong-rage nor oars nor fails, 

The ftemming prow alone, hard toiled, prevails. 

Cambaya here begins her wide domain y 

A thoufand cities here fliall own the reignr 

Of Lifboa's monarchs: He who firft fliall crown 

Thy b labours, GAMA,. here mall boaft his own. 

The lengthening fea that wafties India's ftrand 

•And laves the cape that points to Ceylon's land,. 

(The Taprobanian ifle, renown'd of yore) 

Shall fee his enfigns blaze from more to more. 

Behold how many a realm array'd in green 

The Ganges' fhore and Indus' bank between! 

Here tribes unnumber'd and of various lore 

With woeful penance fiend-like mapes adore; 

Some Macon'sc orgies, all confefs the fway 

Of rites that fhun, like trembling ghofts, the day. 

Narfinga's fair domain behold ; of yore 

•Here {hone the gilded-towers of Mcliapore. 

* He ivbo firft Jhall'■crtruin thy lahoUri, c Semi Macon's trgiu.—Macon, smme 
Gama. Pedro dc Cabral, of whom fee      of Mecca, the birth place of Mohammed. 
the preface 

Here 
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Here India's angels weeping o'er d the tomb 

Where Thomas fleeps, implore the day to come, 

A • the tomb ivbere Thomas Jleeps. 
-There arc, to talk in the Indian ftyle, 

a caft of gentleman, whofe hearts are all 
impartiality and candour to every religion, 
except one, the moll moral one which ever 
the world heard. A tale of a Bramin or a 
prieft of Jupiter would to them appear 
worthy of poetry. But to .introduce an 
A pollle——Common fen-fe,, however, will 
prevail; and the epifode of St. Thomas 
will appear to the tr,ue Critic equal in dig- 
nity and propriety.    In piopriety, for 

To renew and compleat the labours of 
the Apoftle, the mefTenger „of heaven, is 
the great defign of the hero of the poem, 
end of.the future millions in confequence of 
*he. discoveries >vhich are the fubjeol of it. 

The Chrillians of St. Thomas, found in 
Malabar on the arrival of Gaina, we have 
already mentioned, p. 49. but fome farther 
account of the fubjecl: will certainly be 
agreeable to the curious. The Jefuit mif- 
fionaries have given moll pompous accounts 
of the Chrillian antiquities of India and 
China. When the Portuguefe arrived in 
India, the head of the Malabar Chrillians, 
named Jacob, filled .fcimfelf Metrapolitan 
of India and China. And a Ch lldaic bre- 
viary * of the Indian Chrillians offers praife 
to God for fending St. Thomas to India 
and China. In 1625, in digging for-'ji 
foundation near Siganfu, metropolis of the 
province of Xenji, was found a Hone with a 
crofs on it, full of Chinefe, and fome Syriac 
characters, containing the names of bi(hops, 
and an account of the Chrillian religion, 
" that it was brought from Judca ; that 
" having been weakened, it was renewed 
" under the reign of the great Tarn," (eir. 
A. D. 630.) But the Chrillians, fay the 
Jefuits, fiding with the Tartars, cir. A. D. 
1200, were extirpated by the Chinefe. In 
1543, Femand Pinto, obferving fome ruins 
near Peking, was told bythe people, that 
300 years before, a holy man, who worlhip- 
ed Jefus Chrift, born of a Virgin, lived 

-there;   and being-murdered,  was thrown 

into a river, but his body would not fink ; 
and foon after the city was deltroyed by 
earthquake. The fame Jefuit found people 
at Caminam who knew the doctrines of 
Chriftianity, which they faid was preached 
to their fathers by John the difciple of 
Thomas. In 1635, fome heathens by night 
palling through a village in the province of 
Fokien faw fome Hones which emitted light, 
under which were found the figure of 
croUes. From China St. Thomas returned 
to Meliapore in Malabar, at a time when, 
a prodigious beam of timber floated on the 
fea near the coall. The king endeavoured 
to bring it alhore, but all the force of men. 
and elephants was in vain. St. Thomas 
dcfired leave to build a church with it, and 
immediately dragged it to Ihore with a 
fingle thread. A church was built, and 
the king baptized. This enraged the Bra- 
mins, the chief of whom killed his own 
fon, and accufed Thomas of the murder. But 
the Saint, by relloring the youth to life, 
difcovercd the wickednefs of his enemies. 
He was afterwards killed by a lance while 
kneeling at the altar ; after, according to 
tradition, he had built 3300 llately churches, 
many of which were rebuilt, cir. 800, by 
an Armenian, named Thomas Cananeus. 
In 1523, the body of the Apollle, with 
the head of the lance befide him,, was found 
in his church by D. Duarte de Menefes; 
and in 1558 was by D. Con(lant;ne dc Bra- 
ganza removed to Goa. To thefe accounts, 
feleflcd from Faria y Scu/a, let two from 
Oforius be added. When Martin Alonzo 
de Souza was viceroy, fome brazen tables 

' were brought to  him., inferibed with un- 
• ufual characters, which were explained by a 
• learned Jew, and imported that St. Thomas 

had built a church in Meliapore. And by 
an account fent to Cardinal Henrico, by the 
Bp. of Cochin, in 1562, when the Portu- 
guefe repaired the ancient chapel of St. 
Thomas, \ there was found a ftone crofs with 
fcveral characters on it, which the bell an- 
tiquarians could not interpret, till at lad a 

Bramin 

* The cxiftcncc of this breviary is a.certain U£i. Tiiefc Chrillians had the Scripture alfo in the Chaldaic 
language. 

I This was a very ancient building, in the very firft ftyle of Chriftian churches. The Portuguefe have 
.>»»• disfigured it with their repairs and new buildings. 
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The day foretold when India's utmoft fhore 

Again mall hear MefTiah's blifsful lore. 

By Indus' banks the holy Prophet trod, 

And Ganges heard him preach the Saviour-God; 

Where pale difeafe erewhile the cheek confumed, 

Health at his word in ruddy fragrance bloom'd; 

The grave's dark womb his awful voice obey'd, 

And to the cheerful day reilored the dead; 

By heavenly power he rear'd the facred fhrine, 

And gain'd the nations by his life divine. 

The priefts of Brahma's hidden rites beheld, 

And envy's bittereft gall their bofoms fwell'd. 

A thoufand deathful fnares in vain they fpread; 
When now the Chief that wore the Triple e Thread, 

Bramin tranflated it, " That in the reign 
of Sagam, Thomas was fcnt by the Son of 
God, whofc difciplc he was, to teach the law 
of heaven in India ; that he built a church, 
and was killed by a Bramin at the altar." 

A view of Portuguefe Afia, which mull 
include the labours of the Jcfuits, forms a 
ncceflary part in the comment on the Lufiad: 
This note, therefore, and fome obvious re- 
flexions upon it, are in place. It is as eafy 
to bury an iufcription and find it again, as 
it is to invent a filly tale ; but though fuf- 
picion of fraud on the one hand, and filly 
nbfurdity on the other, lead us to defpife 
the authority of the Jefuits, yet one fa£l 
remains indifputable. Chriltianity had 
been much better known in the Eaft, feveral 
centuries before, than it was at the arrival 
of Gama. Where the name was unknown, 
and where the Jefuits were unconcerned, 
crofTes were found. The long exiitence of 
the Chriftians of St. Thomas in the midft 
of a vail Pagan empire, proves that the 
learned of that empire muft have fome 
knowledge of their doftrines.   And thefe. 

fafts give countenance to fome  material 
conjectures concerning the religion of the 
Bramins.    For thefe we  fhall  give fcope 
immediately. 

c If ben rtoiv the Chiefivha wore the Triple 
Ttread. Of this, thus Oforius ; " Terna 
fila ab hurtera dextere in latus fmiftrum ge- 
runt, nt dejignent trinam in natura di-vina 
ratio/tern." They (the Bramins) wear three 
threads, which reach from the right 
fhoulder to the left fide, as fignificant of 
the trinal diftin&ion in the Divine Nature." 
That fome k&s of the Bramins wear a fym- 
bolical Teffera of three threads, is acknow- 
ledged on all hands ; but from whatever 
the cuftom arofe,. it is not to be fuppofed 
that the Bramins, who have thoufands of 
ridiculous contradictory legends, fhould a- 
gree in their accounts or explanations of it. 
Faria fays, that according to the facred 
books of the Malabrians, the religion of 
ths Bramins proceeded from fiihermen, who 
left the charge of the temples to their fuc- 
ceflbrs, on condition they fhould wear fome 
threads of their nets, in remembrance of 

their 
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> Fired by the rage that gnaws the confcious breaTt 

Of holy fraud, -when worth fhines forth cohfeft, 
.'   .    u    r t}.^ hi   '       1 

their original. They have various accounts 
of a Divine Perfon having affumed human 
nature. And the God Brahma, as obferved 
by Cudworth, is generally mentioned as 
united in the government of the univerfe 

"with two others, fonctimes of different 
names. They have alfo images with three 
heads rifing out of one body, which they 
fayreprcfent the Dirinc Nature*. But are 
there any traces of thefe opinions in the 
accounts which the Greek and Roman writers 
have given us of the Bramins ? And will the 
wife pay any credit to the authority of thofe 
books which the public never faw, and 
which, by the obligation of their keepers, 
they are never to fee? and fome of which, 
by the confefficm of their keepers, fince the 
appearance of Mohammed, have been re- 
jected i The Platonic idea of a trinity of 
divine attributes was well known to the 
ancients, yet perhaps -the Athanafian con- 
trovcrfy offers a fairer field to the conjec- 
turift. That controverfy for feveral ages 
cngroffed the converfation of the Eaft. All 
the fubtilty of the Greeks was called forth, 
and no fpcculative conteft w.as eve* more 
.vniverfally or warmly difputed; fo warmly, 
that it is a certain faft that Mohammed, by 
inferring into his Koran fome declarations 
in favour of the Arians, gained innumerable 
profelytes to his new religion. Abyfiinia, 
Egypt, Syria, Perfia, and Armenia, were 
perplexed with this unhappy difpute, and from 
the earlicfl times thefe countries have had a 
commercial intercourfe with India. The 
riLmber, blafphcmy, and abfurdity of ihe 
Jewifh legends of the Talmuds and Tar- 
gums, bear a flriking refcmblance to the 
holy legends of the Bramins. The Jews 
alfo aflert the great antiquity of their Tal- 
mudical legends. Adam, Enoch and Noah 
are named among their authors ; but we 
know tht;ir date ; Jcrufalem, ere their binh, 
was deltroycd by Titus.    We .alfo know tha^t 

the accounts which the Greek writers give 
of the Bramins fall'infinitely'fhort of thofs 
extravagancies which are confeffed even by 
their modern admirers. And Mohamme- 
difm is not more'different from Chriftian'ity, 
than the account which even thefe gentle- 
men give, is from- that of Porphyry. That 
laborious philofopher, though poffeffed of 
all the knowledge of his age, though he 
mentions their metempficofis and penances, 
has not a word of any of their idols, or the 
legends of Brahma or his brothers. On 
the contrary he reprefents their worlhip as 
extremely pure and fimple. Strabo's ac- 
count of them is fimilar. And Eufebiis 
has affured us they worfhipped no images.f-. 
Yet on the arrival of the modern Europeans 
in India, innumerable were their idols, and 
all the fuperftition of ancient Egypt in the 
adoration of animals and vegetables, feemed 
more than revived by the Bramins. Who 
that confiders this linking alteration in their 
features, can withhold his contempt when, 
he is told of the religious care with which 
thefe philofophers have thefe four thoufand 
years preferred their facred rites: An ab- 
furdity only equal to that of thofe who tell 
us that God inftrufted Adam in the myf- 
tcries of free mafonry, and that Noah every 
new moon held amalbn's lodge in the ark. 

Ignorant or unmindful of what the Greeks 
and Romans have related of the Bramins, 
and unacquainted with the refpeftable au- 
thorities of many modem travellers, fome 
gentlemen have lately affumed to themfelves 
the only knowledge of the true doctrines of 
the Eaft. Other Enquirers, and their 
means of intelligence, have been com- 
pared to an Indian receiving his know- 
ledge of Chriflianity from a London car- 
man. Vet alas, duped by the converfation of 
a learned Bramin, an adept in Jefuitifm, 
who is fure to give an intelligent Granger 
the moll gloffing account, and not only thus 

duped 

• To ihefe undoub'ed {tQt the author will not aJd the authority of a Xavirr, who tellt us, that he prevailed 
• poi a Bramin to explain to him fome part of th:ir hidden icligion ; when to hii furprize, the Indian, in a low 
voice, repeated the 1 en Cornpiandmcnts. 

•f-  ■ yj>.iz?t;  vo%&ai  rut friyopiTxt ^at^y.a>utt  ctnrff xscrot. ttapsttoffot 121 ttpoyottif   KXI 

tijjmi,  VTt ?i>t£*<™, OTTE   SOANA SEBONTAt 
Eufeb. Prep. Evan. Lib. 6. c. 10. p. 275. Ed. Parif. j6a8. 
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Hell he invokes, nor hell in vain he fues; 
His fon's life-gore his wither'd hands imbrews; 
Then bold afluming the vindi&ive ire,. 
And all the paffions of the woful fire, 
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ignorant and duped, but alfo ftrongly tinc- 
tured with the zeal of enthufiafm for their 
beloved refearches, more than one of thefe 
gentlemen have contradicted each other, 
and have gravely pronounced, that every 
account of the Bramins, prior to his, 
was grofsly erroneous, and that he himfelf 
has enjoyed the only means of knowledge, 
the friendship'and inftro&ion of an Indian 
philofopher    But let thefe gentlemen 
read, and be modeft; let them learn to 
e.xcufe thofe who cannot fo warmly admire 
the wifdom of India; and let them conftder 
how complete is the ridicule, when, on pub- 
lifting their difcoveries in England, they 
are obliged to confefs that they entirely 
difagree with each other, though each con- 
fidently boafts the infallibility of his learned 
and honeft Bramin But the whole of 
the matter appears plainly to be this} 
The philofophy and mythology of the 
Bramins form fuch a boundlcis chaos of 
confufion and contradictions, that no two of 
thefe philofophers, unacquainted with each 
other, can poffibly give the fame or a con- 
fident account of their tenets : And when- 
ever one of fuperior ingenuity vamps up a 
fine philofophical theory out of the original 
mafs, another, perhaps equally ingenious, 
puts one in mind of the, fpider in Swift's 
battle of the books, when the bee had de- 
ftroyed her web. " A plague fplit you, 
(quoth the fpider) for a giddy whorefon, is 
it you, with a vengeance, have made all 
this litter and do you think I have 
nothing elfe to do, in the devil's name, but 
to mend and repair after your a ?"    In 

.this ftrain, verily, may the Bramins of fomo 
modern difcoverers exelaim to each other. 

In the difiertation on the religion of the 
'Bramins, (Lufiad VII.) fevcral fpecimens 
of their legends are already given. The 
Tranflator, however, is tempted to add 
another, from Faria's account of the facrcd 
books of the Malabriaps.   They hold an 

eternal fucceflion of worlds,  each to take 
place after an Annus Magnus.    Every thing 
at the end of thefe, periods is deftroyed, 
except Ixortta or the Deity, which is the* 
reduced to the fize of a dew drop ; when, 
having chirped like a cricket, the divine 
fubftance in itfelf produces the five ele- 
ment,   (for what they  call   the  heavenly 
matter they efteem die fifth) and then di- 
viding itfelf,   the  heavens  and the earth 
are formed.      In  terra,   fimulac formats 
eft, apparet mons argenteus, cujus in ver- 
tice confpiciuntur  vi »i&»a,   qua? verum 
Ixoreta five Numen appellant,  et caufant 
caufarum.    Turn deus Ixora pene fuo, in- 
figni magnitudinc, terrarum orbem in fep- 
tem maria, feptemque terras arando dividit. 
Lirx montes funt, fulci vero valles ac flu- 
mina.   Exoritur e tergo dei Ixora femina 
Chati,  verbis quibufdam magicis evocata. 
Hi duo coire concupiunt, fed obftat longi- 
tudo membri dei Ixora; ille vero abfeindit 
pane's o&odecim, ex quibus arma facia funt, 
nimtrum hafta,   arcus, enfis,  &c._  Deinde 
nimjs arftam in femina Chati digito aperit 
viam, et fanguinem vulneris in pal ma re- 
ceptum,  in aerem difpergit,  ex quo Sol, 
luna, ftella\ rofie, herbae odorifene, et an- 
gues,   (quod  genus   animalium   apud  eoj 
facrum clt) protinus formantur; et impe- 
dimento omni jam  fublato,   coeunt Ixora 
et Chati, procreantque »d terram incolen. 
dam homines, bruta,  et d.xmones _ malifi. 
cos;   in c;vlo autem  generant animaruin 
33,000,000.    Befidcs this, almort infinite 
are the abfurd legends of the god Ixora, 
and hi* brothers Viftnu and Brama.    Oncj 
other (hall only be added.   Viftnu, having 
motamorphofed himfelf  into  his younger 
brother biri Chrillnn, overcame the fcrpent 
Caliga, of nine  leagues in length, which 
lived in a lake made by its own venom. 
This,   and, the   origin  of Chati,   Afford 
fome obvious hints to the mvelllgators of 
mythology.      .    . 

N n n Weeping 
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Weeping he bends before the Indian throne, 

Arraigns the holy man,   and Wails his fon : 

A band of hoary priefts atte'ft the deed, 

And India's king condemhs the Seer to bleed. 

Infpired by heaven the holy victim flands, 

And o'er the murder'd corfe extends his hands, 

In God's dread power, thou flaughter'd youth, irife, 

And name thy murderer; aloud he cries. 

When, dread to view, the deep wounds inftant clofe, 

And frefh in life the flaughter'd youth arofe, 

And named his treachrous fire : The confcious air 

Quiver'd, and awful horror raifed the hair 

On every head.    From Thomas India's king 

The holy fprinkling of the living fpring 

Receives, and wide o'er all his regal bounds 

The God of Thomas every tongue refounds. 

Long taught the holy Seer the words of life; 

The priefts of Brahma ftill to deeds of ftrife, 

So boiled their ire, the blinded herd impell'd, 

And high to deathful rage their rancour fwell'd. 

'Twas on a day, when melting on his tongue 

Heaven's ofTer'd mercies glow'd, the impious throng 

.Rifing in madning tempeft round him fhower'd 

The fplinter'd flint; in vain the flint was pour'd : 

• But heaven had now his finifli'd labours feal'd; 

His angel guards withdraw th' etherial ihieldj 

A Bramin's 
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A Bramin's javelin tears his .holy bread  

Ah heaven, what woes the widowed land expreft ! 

Thee, Thomas, ' thee, the plaintive Ganges mourn'd, 

And Indus' banks the murmuring moan return'd; 

O'er every Valley where thy footftep flray'd, 

The hollow winds the gliding fighs convey'd. . 

•What woes the mournful face of Jndia wore, 

Thefe woes in living pangs his people bore. 

His fons, to whofe illumined minds he gave 

To view the ray that (hines beyond the grave, 

His paftoral fons bedew'd his corfe with tears, 

W,h.ile high triumphant through the heavenly fpheres, 

With fongs of joy the fmiling angels wing 

His raptured fpirit to th' eternal King. 

O you, the followers of the holy Seer, 

Foredoom'd the .(brines of heavens own lore to rear, 

You fent by heaven his labours to renew, 

Like him, yeLufians, fimpleft Truth ' purfue. 

' The, Thomas, tbet, the plaintive Ganges where they pretended to propagate the 
mourn'J.—The verification of the original gofpel. Sometimes we find an mdi- 
is here exceedingly fine. Even thofe who vidual fincere and pious, but the great prin- 
are unacquainted with the Portuguefe may ciplc which always aauated them as an 
perceive it. united body .was the luft of power and fe- 

cular emolument,   the pofleffion of which 
Choraraote Thome, o Gang*, o Indo, t},ey thought could not he better fecured, 
Choroute toda a terra, que pifafte; than by rcndcr;n? themfclves of the utmolt 
Mas man te chorao as almas, que veft.ndo jmpor/ancc t0 tfie See of Rome.    In con- 
Se hiao da Santa Fe, que lhe cnfinalte : , r .    . ,.u„„ „„„,. ,\,.„ 
Mr.s o, anjos do ceo cantando, & .indo, fequenccof thefe principles, where ever they. 
Te recebein na gloria  Mine, their firft care was to find what were 

the great obje&s of the fear and adoration 
' Like him, ye Lufians, fimpleft truth pur- of the people. .If the Sun was elleemcd 

/ut.~—It is now the time to fum up what the giver of life, Jefus Chrift was the fon 
has been faid of the labours of the Jefuits. of that luminary, and they were his younger 
Piametrically oppofite to .this advice brethren, fent to inftruft the ignorant. If 
was their conduft in every Aftatic country      the barbarians were in dread of evil fpirits.. 

N n n 2 Jefu* 
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Vain is the impious toil with borrow'd grace, 

To deck one feature of her angel face; 

Jefus Chrift came on purpofc to banifh them 
from the world, had driven them from Eu- 
rope*, and the Jefuits were fent to the 
Eaft to complete his unfinished million. If 
the Indian converts ftill retained a veneration 
for the powder of burned cow-dung, the 
Jefuits made the fign of the crofs over it, 
and the Indian befmeared himfelf with it 
as ufual. Heaven, or univerfal matter, they 
told the Chinefe, was the God of the 
Chriftians, and the facrifices of Confucius 
were folemnized in the churches of the 
Jefuits. This worlhip of Confucius, Vol- 
taire (Gen. Hid.) with his wonted accuracy 
denies._ But he ought to have known, that 
this, with the worlhip of Tien or Heaven, 
had beea long complained of at the court of 
Rome, (fee Dupin) and that after the 
ftri&cft fcrutiny the charge was fully proved, 
and Clement XI. in 1703, fent Cardinal 
Tournon to the fmall remains of the Jefuits 
in the Eaft with a papal decree to reform 
thefe abufes. But the Cardinal, foon after his 
arrival, was poifoned in Siam by the holy 
fathers. Xavier, and the other Jefuits who 
fucceeded him, by the dextrous ufe of the 
great maxims of their mafter Loyala, Om- 
nibus cmnia, el cmnia munda mur.dis, gained 
innumerable profelytes. They contradicted 
none of the favourite opinions of their con- 
verts, they only baptized, and gave them 
crucifixes to worfhip, and all was well. 
Bn: their zeal in uniting to the See of Rome 
the Chriftians found in the Eaft defcended 
to the minutcft particulars. And the na- 
tive Chriftians of Malabar were fo violently 
perft-cuted as fchifmatics, that the heathen 
princes took arms in their defence in 1570, 
(fee Geddcs, Hid. of Malab.) and the Por- 
tuguefe were almoil driven from India. 
Abyflinia, by the fame arts, was llcepcd in 
Mood, and two or three emperors loft their 
lives in endeavouring to eftablifh the Pope's 
fapremacy. An order at laft was given 
from the throne, to hang every mifiionary 
without trial,   wherever apprehended,   the 

Emperoriiimfelf complaining that he could 
not enjoy a day in quiet for the intrigues of 
the Romifh friars. In China alfo they foon 
rendered themfelves infufferable. Their 
ftill in mathematics and the dependent arts 
introduced them to great favour at court, 
but all their cunning could not conceal their 
villainy. Their unwillingnefs to ordain the 
natives raifed fufpicions againft a profeflion 
thus monopolized by ftrangers ; their earneft 
zeal in amafling riches* and their inter- 
ference with, and deep defigns on fecular 
power, the fatal rock on which they have 
fo often been Ihipwrecked, appeared, and 
their churches were levelled with the ground. 
About 900O0 of the new converts, together 
with their teachers, were maflacred, and 
their religion was prohibited. In Japan 
the rage of government even exceeded that 
of China, and in allufion to their chief 
object of adoration, the crofs* feveral of the 
Jefuit fathers were crucified by the Japonefe, 
and the revival of the Chriftian name was 
interdicted by the fevereft laws. Thus, 
in a great meafure, ended in the Eaft the 
labours of the fociety of Ignatius Loyala, a 
fociety which mighrhave^iffufed the grcateft 
blefllngs to mankind, could honefty have been 
added to their great learning and abilities. 
Had that zeal which laboured to promote the 
interefts of their own brotherhood and the 
Roman See, had that indefatigable zeal 
been employed in the real interefts of hu- 
manity and civilization, the great defign of 
diffufing the law of heaven, challenged by 
its, author as the purpofe of the Lufiad,. 
would have been amply compleatcd, and 
the rcmoteft hords of Tartary and Africa 
ere now had been happily civilized. But 
though, the Jefuits have failed, they have 
afforded a noble leflbn to. mankind, 

Though fortified with all the brazen mounds 
That art can rear, and watch'd by eagle eyes, 
Still will fome rotten part betray the ltruflure 
That is not bafed on Ample honefty. 

• This trick, it is faid, has been played in America within thefe twenty years, where the notion of evil 
ifirits gives the poor Indians their grealcrt mifery. The French Jefuits told the fix nations, that Jefus Chrift 
was a Frenchman, and had driven all evil dxmons from France; that he had a great love for the Indians, 
whom he intended alfo to deliver, but taking England in his way, he was crucified by the wicked Londoner!. 

Behind. 
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Behind the veil's broad glare me glides away, 

And leaves a rotten form of lifelefs painted clay. 

Much have you view'd of future Lufian reign ; 

Broad empires yet and kingdoms wide remain, 

Scenes of your future toils and glorious fway   .< 

And lo, how wide expands the Gangic bay. 

Narfinga here in numerous legions bold, 

And here Oryxa boafts her cloth of gold. 

The Ganges here in many a flream divides, 

Diffufing plenty from his fattening tides, 

As through Bengala's ripening vales he glides; 

Nor may the fleetefl: hawk, untired, explore 

.Where end the ricey groves that crown the more. 

There view what woes demand your pious aid! 

■ On beds and litters o'er the margin laid 

The dying lift their hollow eyes, and crave 

Some pitying hand to hurl them in the ' wave. 

Thus heaven they deem, though vileft guilt they bore 

Unwept, unchanged, will view that guilt no more. 

There, eaflward, Arracan her line extends; 

And Pegu's mighty empire fouthward bends: 

1 

t The dying The innumerable fuper- tioned are literally true.    And it is no un- 
ftitions performed on the banks of this river, common fcene for the Englifh fhips to be 
afford a pityable pidlure of the wcaknefj of furrounded with  the  corpfes which come 
ljumanity.   Thefe circumftancej here men- floating down this hallowed ftream. 

Pegu, 
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Pegu, whofe fons, fo held old h faith, confeft       iiirtl 02 1 

A dog their fire ; their deeds the -tale atteft. 

A pious queen their horrid ' rage reftrain'd ; 

Yet ftill their fury .Nature's God arraign'd. 

Ah, mark the thunders rolling o'er the fky ! 

Yes, bathed in £ore fhall rank .pollution lie. 

nodi /lava moi'l 

' Iningsil srfT 

Where to the morn the towers of Tava fhine, 

Begins great Siam's empire's far ftretch'd line. 

On Queda's fields the .genial rays infpire 

The richefl gufl: of fpicery's fragrant fire. 

Malacca's caftled harbour here iurvey, 

The wealthful feat foredoom'd of Lufian fvvay. 

h Pegu, ivhofefons,fo held old faith, confeft, 
A dog their fire. The tradition of this 
country boafted this infamous and impoffible* 
original. While other nations pretend to 
be defcended of demi-gods, the Pegufians 
were contented to trace their pedigree from 
a Chinefe woman and a dog, the only living 
creatures which furvived a fhipwreck on their 
coaft. SeeFaria. Thisinfamy.-however,they 
could not deferve. Animals of a different 
fpecies may generate together, but nature im- 
mediately difplays her abhone-nce, in un- 
variably depriving the unnatural production 
of the power of procreation. 

1 A pious queen their ho rid rage rejlraiiid. 
 Thus in the original: 

Aqui foame arame no inftruincnio 
Da gcrac'io coltumao, o que iil'jiao 
Por manna da Rsynha, que inventanilo 
Tal ufo, deitou fora o error nefando. 

Relatum M de'Regina quadam terra: Pegu- 
enfis, quod ad coercendum crimen turptifi- 
mum fubditorum fuorum, legem tulit, ut 
.univerfi mares orbiculum vel orbiculos quof- 
dam seratos in penem illatos gcrerent. Ita 
Jit :  Cultro penis cuticulam dividunt, eam- 

quc in orbiculos hofce fuperinducunt: fhtim 
a prima feptimana vulnus conglutinatur. 
Inferuntur plerumquc trcs orbiculi: magni- 
tudine infimus ad modumjuglandis, primus 
fermead tenerioris gallinxovi modum cxtat. 
Trium liberorum parens ad libitum onus 
excutiat. "Si horum aliquis a rege dono 
detur, ut gemma quantivis pretii aiftimatur. 
To this let-the-teftimony of G. Arthus, 
(Hid. Ind. Orient, p. 313.) be added, 
Virgincs.in hoc regno omnino nullasrcperi- 
rc licet: Puella; enim omnes flatim a pueri- 
tia fua medicamentum quoddam ufurpant, 
quo mulicbria diftenduntur & apcrta ccn- 
tinentnr: idque propter globulos quos in 
virgis viri geftant; illis enim admittendis 
virgincs arftiores nullo modo fufficerent. 

According to Balby, and Cccfar Frederic, 
the empire of Pegu, which the year before 
fent armies of two millions to the field, 
was in 1598, by famine and the arms of 
the neighbouring princes -of Ava, Brama, 
and Siam, reduced to'the mot miferable 
ftatc of defolation, the few natives who fur- 
vived having left their country an habitation 
for wild beaJb. 

Here 
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Here to their port the Lufian fleets fhall fleer, 

From every fhore far round aflembling here 

The fragrant treafures of the eaftern world : 

Here from the fhore by rolling earthquakes hurl'd, 

Through waves all foam, Sumatra's ifle was riven> 

"And mid white whirlpools down the k ocean driven. 

To this fair ifle, the golden Cherfonefe, 

Some deem the fapient Monarch plow'd the feas, 

Ophir ' its Tyrian name.    In whirling roars 

How fierce the tide boils down thefe clafping fhores! 

High from the flrait the lengthening coafl afar, 

Its moon-like curve points to the northern ftar, 

Opening its bofom to the filver ray 

When fair Aurora pours the infant day. 

Patane and Pam, and namelefs nations more, 

Who rear their tents on Menam's winding more, 

Their vafTal tribute vield to Siam's throne : 

And thoufands " more, of laws, of names unknown, 

That vaft of land inhabit.    Proud and bold, 

Proud of their numbers here the Laos hold 

46s 

k And midivhite whirlpool: down the ocean 
driven. See the fame account of Sicily. 
Virg. En. III. 

1 Ophir in Tyrian name. Sumatra has 
been by fome efteemed the Ophir of the 
Holy Scriptures; but the fuperior fincnefs 
of the gold of Sofala, and its fituation, 
favour the claim of that Ethiopian ifle. Sec 
Bochart. Geog. Sacr. 

1,1 And thoufands more. The extenfive 
countries between India and China, where 
Ptolemy places his man-eaters, and where 

Mandevylle found men without heads, who 
faw andfpoke through holes in their breads, 
continues ftill very imperfectly known. The 
Jcfuits have told many extravagant lies of 
the wealth of thefe provinces. By the moil 
authentic accounts they feem to have been 
peopled by colonies from China. The re- 
ligion and manufactures of the Siamefe, in 
particular, confefs the refemblance. In fome 
diftrifts, however, they have greatly degene- 
rated from the civilization of the mother 
country. 

the 
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The far fpread lawns j the Ikirting hills obey 

The barbarous Avas and the Bramas* fway. 

Lo, diflant far another mountain chain 

Rears its rude cliffs, the Guios' dread domain; 

Here brutalized the human form is feen, 

The manners fiend-like as the brutal mein : 

With frothing jaws they fuck the human, blood 

And gnaw the reeking ' limbs, their fweeteft food ; 

BOOK X. 

1 And gnaw the reeking limbi. Much 
has been faid on this fubjeft, fome denying 
and others afTerting the cxiftence of An- 
thropophagi or man-eaters. Porphyry, 
(de Abftin. 1. 4. $ 21.*) fays that the. 
Maflagets and Derbices (people of north- 
eaflern Afia) efteeming thofe moft refer- 
able who died of fickne.fs, when their pa- 
rents and relations grew old, killed and eat 
them, holding it more honourable thus to 
confume them, than that they fhould be de- 
ftroyed by vermin. Hieronymus has adopted 
this word for word, and has added to it an 
authority of his own, Quid loquar; fays 
he, (Adv. Jov. 1. 2. c. 6.) de cxteris natio- 
nibus ; cum ipfe adolefccntulus in Gallia 

-viderim Scotos, gentem Britannicam, hu- 
manisvefci ca,mibus, et cum per fylvaspor- 
corum greges & armentorum, pecudumque 
reperiant, paflorum nates, et fa;minarum 
papillas folere abfeindere, & has folas ci- 
oorum delicias arbitrari ? Mandevylle ought 
next to be cited. " Aftirwarde men gon 
be many yies be fee unto a yle that men 
clepen Milhe 1 there is a full curfed peple : 
thei delyten in ne thing more than to lighten 
and to fle men, and to drynken gladlyeft 
manncs blood, which they clepen Dieu," 
p. 235. Yet whatever abfurdity may ap- 
pear on the face of thefe tales; and what 
can be more abfurd, than to fuppofe that a 
few wild Scots or Irifh (for the name was 

then proper to Ireland) fhould fo lord it in 
Gaul, as to eat the breafls of the women and 
the hips of the fhepherds ? Yet whatever 
abfurdities our Mandevylles may have ob- 
truded on the public, the evidence of the 
faft is not thereby wholly deftroyed^. 
Though Dampier and other vifiters of bar* 
barous nations have aflured us that they 
never met with any man-eaters, and though 
Voltaire has ridiculed the opinion, yet one 
may venture the afTertion of their exigence* 
without partaking of a credulity fimilar to 
that of thofe foreigners, who believed that 
the men of Kent were born with tails likt 
fheep, (fee Lambert's Peramb.) the punifh- 
ment inflifted upon them for the murder of 
Thomas a Becket. Many are the credible 
accounts, that different barbarous nations 
ufed to eat their prifoners of war. Ac- 
cording to the authentic teflimony of the 
bed Portuguefe writers, the natives of Bra- 
zil, on their high feftivals, brought forth 
their captives, and after many barbarous 
ceremonies, at lad roafled and greedily de- 
voured their mangled limbs. During his 
torture, the unhappy viftim prided himfelf 
in his manly courage, upbraiding their want 
of fkill in the art of tormenting, and tell- 
ing his murderers that his belly had been 
the grave of many of ihcir relations. Thus 
the faft was certain, long before a late voyage 
difcovcred the horrid practice in New Zea- 

land. 

tie x- ySxaaf.tf r.«1a$tWi> xj ifil/laiTwr f^TStTut TW; yiyisjaK&ia;, 
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Horrid with figured feams of burning fteel 

Their wolf-like frowns their ruthlefs luft reveal. 

Cambaya there the blue-tinged Mecon laves, 

Mecon the eaftern Nile, whofe fwelling waves, 

Captain of rivers named, o|er many a clime 

In annual period pour their fattening flime. 

The fimple natives of thefe lawns believe 

That other worlds the fouls of beafts m receive ; 

land. To drink human blood has been 
more common. The Gauls and other an- 
cient nations prafttfed it. When Magal- 
hacns propofed Chriftianity to the King of 
bubo, a north eaftern Afiutic ifland, and 
when Francis de Caftro difcovered Santi- 
gana and other i (lands, an hundred leagues 
north of the Maluccos, the converfion of 
their kings was confirmed by each party 
drinking of the blood of the other. Our 
poet Spenfer tells vs, in his View of the State 
of Ireland, that he has feen the Irifh drink 
human blood, particularly he adds, " at 
the execution of a notable traitor at Lim- 
merick, called Murrogh O'Brien, I faw an 
old woman, who was his fofter-mother, take 
up his head whilft he was quartering, and 
fuck up all the blood that run thereout, 
faying, that the earth was not worthy to 
drink it, and therewith alfo fteeped her 
face and bread and tore her hair, crying out 
and mrieking moft terribly." It is worthy 
of regard that the cuftom of marking 
themfelves with hot irons, and tattooing, is 
the charac>eriftic both of the Guios of Ca- 
moens and of the prefent inhabitants of 
Neiy Zealand. And if, as its animals in- 
dicate, the ifland of Otaheite was firft peo» 
pled by a fliipwreck, the friendlhip e.vifting 
in a fmall fociety might eafily obliterate the 
memory of one cuftom, while the lefs un- 
friendly one of tattooing was handed down, 
a memorial that they owed their origin to 
the north eaftern parts of Afia, where that 
cuftom particularly prevails. 

01  other worlds the fouls of beafts re- 
eeii'e. -—That queen Elizabeth reigned in 
England, is not more certain than that the 
ruoft ignorant nations in all ages have had 
the idea of a ftate after death. The fame 
faculty which it conftious of exittencc, whif- 

Oo 

pers the wifh for it; and fo little acquainted 
with the deduction, of reafoning have fome 
tribes been, that not only their animals, but 
even the ghofts of their domeftic utenfil* 
have been believed to accompany them in 
the iflands of the Blefled. Long ere the 
voice of philofophy was heard, the opinion 
•f an after ftate was popular in Greece. 
The works of Homer bear inconteftible 
evidence of this. And there is-not a fea- 
ture in the hiftory of the human mind 
better afcertained, than that no fooner did 
fpeculation feize upon the topic, than be- 
lief declined, and as the great Bacon ob- 
ferves, the moft learned became the moll 
atheiftical ages. The reafon of this is ob- 
vious. While the human mind is all fim- 
plicity, popular opinion is cordially receiv- 
ed ; but when reafoning begins, proof is 
cxpe&ed, and deficiency of demonitration 
being perceived, doubt and difbelief natu- 
rally follow. Yet ftrange as it may appear, 
if the writer's memory does not greatly de- 
ceive him, thefe certain fafks were denied 
by Hobbes. If he is not greatly miftaken, 
that gentleman, who gave, a wretched, a 
moft unpoetical tranflation of Homer, hat 
fo grofsly mifundcrftood his author, as to 
aflert that his mention of a future ftate was 
not in conformity to the popular opinion of 
his age, but only bis own poetical fi&ion. 
He might as well have allured us, that the 
facrificei of Homer had never any exirtence 
in Greece. But as no abfurdity is too grofs 
for fome geniufes, our murderer of Homer, 
our Hobbes, has likewife aflerted, that the 
belief of the immortality of the human mind 
was the chihl of pride and fpeculation, un- 
known in Gresce till long after the *ap- 
pcaranc* of the 11 kd. 

o Where 
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Where the fierce murderer wolf, to pains decreed, 

Sees the mild lamb enjoy the heavenly mead. 

Oh gentle Mecon, on thy friendly more 

Long mall the Mufe her fweeteft offerings pour! 

When tyrant ire chaff'd by the blended luft 

Of Pride outrageous, and Revenge unjufl, 

Shall on the guiltlefs Exile burft their rage", 

And madning tempefts on their fide engage, 
Preferved by heaven the fong of Lufian fame, 

The fong, O VASCO, -facred to thy name, 

Wet from the whelming furge (hall triumph o'er 

The fate of fliipwreck on the Mecon's " fliore, 

Here reft fecure as on the Mufe's breaft ! 

Happy the deathlefs fong, the Bard, alas, unbleft ! 

Chiampa there her fragrant coaft extends, 

There Cochinchina's cultured land afcends: 

From Ainam bay begins the ancient reign 

Of China's beauteous art-adorn'd domain -, 

Wide from the burning to the frozen flues 

O'erflow'd with wealth the potent empire lies. 

Here ere the cannon's rage in Europe ° roar'd, 

The cannon's thunder on the foe was pour'd : 

D Oh gentle Mean It was-on the part of a Tranflator to add a warmth of 
mouth of this river that Camocns fuffered the colouring to a paflage of this nature.    For 
unhappy fliipwreck which rendered him the the literal tranflation of this place and far- 
fport of fortune during the remainder of thcr particulars, fee the Life of Camocns. 
his life.    Our Poet metions himfelf and the ° Here ere the  cannon's rage in Europe 
faving of his Lufiads with the grcateft mo- roar'd According  to Le Comte's   me- 
defty.    But though this indifference has its moirs of China, and thofe of other travel- 
beauty b the original, it is certainly the krs, the mariner's compafs, fire-arms, and 

printing 
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And here the trembling needle fought the north, 
Ere Time in Europe brought the wonder forth. 

printing were known in that empire, long 
ere the invention of thefe arts in Europe. 
■But the accounts of Du Halde, Le Compte, 
and the other Jefuits, are by no means to 
be depended on.    It was their intereft, in 
order to gain credit in Europe and at the 
court of Rome, to magnify the fplendor of 
the empire where their  miffion lay,   and 
they have magnified it into Romance itfelf. 
It u pretended that the Chinefe ufed fire- 
•arms in their wars with Zenghis Khan, and ' 
Tamerlane ; but it is alfo faid that the Sog- 
dianians ufed   cannon   againft Alexander. 
The mention of any fulphurous compofition 
in an old writer is with fomc immediately 
converted into a regular tire of artillery. 
The Chinefe, indeed,   on the firft arrival 
of "Europeans, had a kind of mortars, which 
they called fire-pans, but they were utter 
Grangers to the fmaller fire-arms.    Verbieft, 
a Jefuit, was the firft who taught them to 
make brafs cannon fet upon wheels.    And 
even fo late as the hoftile menance which 
Anfon gave them, they knew not how to 
level or manage their ordnance to any ad- 
vantage.    Their printing is indeed much 
more ancient than that of Europe, but it 
does' not deferve the fame name, the blocks 
of wood with which they ftamp their meets 
being as inferior -to the ufe of, as different 
from the moveable types of Europe.    The 
Chinefe have no idea of the graces of fine 
writing ; here molt probably the fault exifts 
in their language; buc the total want of 
nature in their painting and of fymetry in 
their architecture, in both of which they 
have fo long been  experienced,  afford a 
heavy accufation agninll their genius.    But 
in planning gardens, and in   the  arts  of 
beautifying the face of their country, they 
arc unequilled.    Yet even in their boalted 
gardening their genius llands accufed.   The 
art of ingrafting, fo long known to Europe, 
is ftill unknown to them.    And hence their 
fruits are vaftly inferior in flavour to thofe 
of the wefbrn world.    The amazing wall 
of defence againft the Tartars, though 15^0 
miles in extent, is a labour inferior to the 
canals, lined on the fides with hewn (tone, 
which every where enrich and adorn thiir 
country; (brae of which reach 1000 miles, 

Oo 

ahd are of depth to carry ve/Tels of burthen. 
Thefe grand remains of antiquity prove 
there was a time when the Chinefe were a' 
much more accomplifhed people than at 
prefent. Though their princes for thefe 
many centuries have difcovered no fuch ef- 
forts of genius as thefe, the induftry of the 
people ftill remains, in which they rival and 
refemble the Dutch. In every other refpeft 
they are the moll unamiable of mankind : 
Amazingly uninventive, for, though pof- 
fefled of them, the arts have made no pro- 
grefs among ttie Chinefe thefe many cen- 
turies : Even what they were taught by the 
Tefuits is almoft loft: So falfe in their deal- 
ings, they boaft that none but a Chinefe can 
cheat a Chinefe: The crime which difgraces 
human nature, is in this nation of athiefts 
and the mod ftupid of all idolaters, common 
as that charter'd libertine, the Air. Defti- 
tute even in idea of that elevation of foul, 
which is exprefled by the beft fenfe of the 
word piety, in the time of calamity whole 
provinces are defolated by felf-murder; an 
end, as Hume fays of fome of the ad- 
mired names of antiquity, not unworthy of 
fo deteftable a character : And, as it is al- 
ways found congenial to bafenefs of heart, 
the moft dallardly cowardice compleats the 
defcription of that of the Chinefe. 

Unimproved as their arts is their learn- 
ing. Though their language confills of 
few words, it is almoft impoffible for a 
ftranger to attain the art of fpeaking it. 
And what an European learns ere He is 
feven years old, to read, is the labour of the 
life of a Chinefe. In place of our 24 let- 
ters, they have more than 60,000 marks, 
which compofe their writings; and their 
paucity of words, all of which may be at- 
tained in a few hours, requires fuch an in- 
finite variety of tone and action, that the 
flighted miftake in modulation renders the 
fpeaker unintelligible. And in addrefling 
a great man, in place of my Lord, you 
may call him a bcaft, the word .being the 
fame, all the difference confiding in the 
tune of it. A language like this muft ever 
be a bar to the progrefs and accomplifh- 
nients of literature. Of medicine thev 
are very ignorant. The ginfeng, which 

0 2 they 
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No more let Egypt boaft her mountain pyres ; 

To prouder fame yon bounding wall afpires, 

they pretended was an univerfal remedy, is 
found to be a root of no fingular virtue. 
Their books confift of odes without poetry, 
and of moral maxims, excellent in them- 
felves, but without invefligation or reafon- 
ing.    For to philofophical difcuflion and the 
metaphyfics they.fefcm utterly llrangers, and 
when taught the mathematics by the Jefuits, 
their greatell men were loft in aitonifiiment. 
Whatever their political wifdom has been, 
at  prefent  it .is   narrow   and   barbarous. 
Jealous leaft llrangers Meal their arts, arts 
which are excelled at Drefden and other 
parts of Europe, they preclude  themfelves 
from the great advantages which arife from 
an intercourfe with civilized nations.    Yet 
in the laws which  they impofe on every 
foreign  (hip which enters their ports for 
traffic, they even exceed the cunning and 
avarice of the Hollanders.    In their inter- 
nal policy the military government of Rome 
under the emperors is revived with accu- 
mulated barbirifm.    In'every city and pro- 
vince the military are the conftables and 
peace officers.     What a pifture is  this i 
Nothing but  Chinefe  or Dutch  induftry 
eould preferve the traffic and population of 
a country under the controul of armed ruf- 
fians. _ But hence the emperor has leifure 
to cultivate his gardens, and to write des- 
picable odes to his concubines. 

Whatever was their moll ancient dodlrine, 
certain it is that the legislators who formed 
the prefent fyftem of China prefented to 
their pec pie no other objeft of worfhip than 
Tien Kami, the material heavens and their 
influencing power; by which an intelligent 
principle is excluded. Yet finding that the 
human mind in the rudeft breafls is con- 
fcious of its weaknefs, and prone to believe 
the occurrences of life under the power of 
lucky or unlucky obfervances, they permitted" 
their people the ufe of facrifices to thefe 
Lucretian Gods of fuperftitious fear. Nor 
was the principle of devotion imprinted by 
heaven in the human heart alone perverted; 
another unextinguilhable paffion was alfo 
milled. On tables, in every family, are 
written the names of the lafl three of their 
anceflors, added to each, Here rtfts bis foul; 
and before thefc tables they burn incenfe and 

pay adoration.    Confucius, who, according 
to their hillories, had been in the Weft about 
500 years before the Chriftian, ara, appears- 
to be only the confirmer of their old opi- 
nions ;■ but  the accounts  of him and his 
doftrine are involved   in  uncertainty.    In 
their places of worlhip however, boards are 
fet up, inferibed, This is the/tat of the foul 
ef Confucius,' and  to thefe and their an- 
ceflors they celebrate folemn facrifices, with- 
out feeming to poflefs any idea of the in- 
tellectual exiftence of the departed mind. 
The Jefuit Ricci, and his brethren of the 
Chinefe  miffion,   "very boneftly told   their 
converts,   that Tien was  the God of the 
Chriftians, and that the label of Confucius 
was the term by which they exprefled his 
divine majeily.    But after-a long and feverc 
fcrutiny at the Court of Rome, Tien was 
found  to fignify nothing more than bea- 
I'esly or uni-verfal matter,  and the Jefuits 
of China were ordered  to  renounce • this, 
herefy.    Among all the feft* who worfhip 
different idols in China, there is only one 
who have any tolerable idea of *nc immor- 
tality of the foul;  and among thl:fe» fys 
LeISnd, Chriilianity at prefent obtains fome- 
footing.    But the molt interefting particular 
of  China yet remains  to  be mentioned. 
Confcious of the obvious tendenc>'» Voltaire 
and others have triumphed in the €rCat anti" 
quity of the Chinefe, and in the diflant P"jod 

they afenbe to the creation.  But the bubbIe 

cannot bear the touch.    If fome Ch'nefe 

accounts fix the a,-ra of creation 40000 years 

ago, others are contented with no lei's t an 

884953.    But who knows not that every na~ 
tion has its Geoffry of Monmoutb ?    And W,C- 
have already obferved the legends which took 

their rife  from  the Annus Magnus of the 
Chaldean and Egyptian afironomers, an ap- 
parent  revolution of the liars,   which  in 
reahtyhas no exiftence.    To the fancyful, 
who held  this Annus Magnus, it fecmed. 
hard to fuppofe that our world was in its 
firft revolution of the great year,   and to 
luppofe that many were paft was eafy    And 
that this  was the cafe  we  have abfolute 
proof in the doftrines of the Bramins, (fee' 
the note on the VII. Lufiad) who. though 
they talk of hundreds of thousands of years 

which 
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A prouder boafr. of regal power difplays 

Than all the world beheld in ancient days. 

which are paft, yet confefs, that this, the 
fourth world, has not yet attained its 6oooth 
year. And much within this compafs are 
all the credible proofs of Chinefe antiquity 
comprehended. To three heads all thete 
proofs are'rcduceablc. Their form of go- 
vernment, which, till the conqueft of the 
Tartars in 1644, bore the marks of the 
higheft antiquity; their aftronomical' ob- 
fervations, and their hiftory. 

Simply and purely patriarchal every fa- 
ther was the magiftrate in his own family, 
and the emperor, who- adled by his fubfti- 
tutcs the Mandarines, was venerated and 
obeyed as the father of alt    The mod paf- 
five fubmiflion to authority thus branched 
out was inculcated by Confucius and their 
other philofophcrs as the greateft duty of 
morality.    But if there is art age in facred 
or prophanc hiftory, where the manners of 
mankind arc thus delineated, no fuperior 
antiquity is proved by the form of Chinefe 
government.    Their ignorance of the very 
ancient  art of ingrafting fruit-trees,   and 
the ftate of their language,   fo  like  the 
Hebrew in its paucity of words, a paucity 
chara&eriftical of the ages when the ideas 
of men required  few  fyllables to  clothe 
them, prove nothing farther than the early 
fcparation of the Chinefe colony * from 
the reft of  mankind.     Nothing farther, 
except that they have continued till very 
lately without any material intcrcoufe with 
the other nations of the world. 

A continued fucceflion of aftronomical 

obfervations, for 4000 years,  was claimed 
by the Chinefe, when they were firft vifitcd 
by the Europeans.    Voltaire,  that /on of 
truth, has often with great triumph men- 
tioned the undubitable proofs of Chinefe 
antiquity; but at thefc times he mull have 
received  his  information   from  the  fame 
dream which told him that Camoens ac- 
companied his friend Gama fn the voyage 
which difcovcrcd the Eaft Indies.    If Vol- 
taire and his difciplcs will talk of Chinefe 
aftronomy and the 4000 years antiquity of 
its perfection, let them enjoy every confe- 
quencc which may poflibly refult from it. 
But .let them  allow  the  fame liberty  to 
others.     Let them allow others  to draw 
their inferences from a few ftubborn fafts, 
fadls which  demonftratc the •• ignorance of 
the   Chinefe in ■ aftronomy.     The   earth, 
they imagined, was a great plain, of which 
their country was the midft ; and fo igno- 
rant were they of thecaufe of eclipfcs, that 
they believed the fun and moon were af- 
faulted, and in danger of being devoured 
by a huge dragon.  The ftars were confider- 
ed as the directors of human affairs, and 
thus their boalted aftronomy ends in that filly 
impofition, judicial aftrology. Though they 
had made fome obfervations on the revolu- 
tions of the planets, and though in the em- 
peror's palace there was' an obfervatory, the 
rirft apparatus- of proper inflruments ever 
known in China was introduced by father 
Verbicft.   After this it need fcarcely be add- 
ed, that their aftronomical obfervations which 

pretend 

* The Chinefe Colony! Yes, let philofophy fmile; let her talk of the different fpecics of men which arc 
found in every country, let her brand as abfurd the opinion of Montefqnicu, which derives all the human 
race from one family. Let her enjoy her triumph. Peace to her infolence, peace to her dreams and 
her reveries. But letcommortfenfe be contented with thedemonftration (See Whifton, Bcntlcy, &c.) that 
a Creation in every country is not wanted, and that one family is fuflicient in every refpett for the purpofe. 
If philofophy will talk of black and white men as different in fpecles, let common fenfe aflc her for a dc- 
monftration, that climate and manner of life cannot produce this difference, and let her add, that there 
is the ftrongert preemptive experimental proof, that the difference thus happens. If philofophy draw her 
inferences from the different paffions of different tribes; let common fenfe reply, that ftript of every 
accident of brutalization and urbanity, the human mind in all its faculties, all its motives, hopes and tear*, 
is mod wonderfully the fame in every age and country. If philofophy talk of the impofEbility of peo- 
pling diftant illands and continents from one family, let common fenfe tell her to read Bryant's Mythologv. 
If philofophy aflert that the Celts where ever they came found Aborigines, let common fenfe reply, there 
were tyrants enough almoft 2000 years before their emigrations, to drive the wretched furvlvers o( llaugh- 
trred hods to the remotefts wilds. She may alfoadd, that many illands have been found which Iwre not 
one trace of mankind, and that even Otaheitc bears the evident marks of receiving its inhabitants from a 
flilpwreck, its only animals being the hog, the dog, and the rat. -In a word, let common fenfe fay t* 
pliilofophy, " I open my egg with a pen-knife, but you open yojirs with the blow of a fledge hamruej." 
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Not built, created feems the frowning mound; 

O'er loftieft mountain tops and vales profound 

Extends the wondrous length, with warlike caftles crown' 

Immenfe the northern waftes their horrors p fpread $ 

In froft and fnow the feas and mores are clad. 

Thefe fhores forfake, to future ages due: 

A world of iflands claims thy happier view, 

Where lavifh Nature all her bounty pours, 

And flowers and fruits of every fragrance mowers. 

Japan behold ; beneath the globe's broad face . 

Northward fhe finks, the nether feas embrace . 

pretend an antiquity of 4000 years, are as 
falfe as a Welch genealogy, and that the 
Chinefe themfelves, when inftru/led by the 
Jefuits, were obliged to own that their calcu- 
lations were erroneous and impoffible. The 
great credit and admiration which their af- 
tronomical and mathematical knowledge 
procured to the Jefuits, afford an indubi- 
table confirmation.of thefe fa&s. 

Ridiculous as their aftronomiccl, are their, 
hiftorical antiquities. After all Voltaire has 
faid of it, the oldeft date to .which their 
hiftory pretends is not much above 4Q00 
years. During this period 236 kings have 
reigned, of zz different families. The firft 
king reigned ico years, then we have the 
names of feme others, but without any de- 
tail of aftions, or that concatenation of 
events which diftinguifbes authentic hiftory. 
That mark of truth does not begin to ap- 
pear fonupwards of 2000 years of the Chi- . 
nefe legends. Little more than the names 
of kings, and thefe oltcn interrupted with 
wide chafms, corrtpofe all the annals of 
China, till about the period of the Chriftian 
:rra. Something like a hiftory then com- 
mences, but that is again interrupted by a 
wide chafm, whidi the Cbincfe know not 

.how to fill up othvrwife, than by. afTerting 
that a century or two elapfed in the time, and 
that at fuch a period a new family mounted 
the throne.   Such is the hillory of China, 

full brother in every'family feature to thefe 
. Monkilh tales, which fent a daughter of 
Pharoah to be queen of Scotland, which 
fent Brutus to ^England, and a grandfon of 
N0.-J1 to teach fchool among the mountains 
•in Wales. 

F Immtnfezhe northern ivafttt their horrors 
fpread. Tartary,   Siberia,   Sam'oyada, 
Kamcbatki, &c. A fhort account of the 
Grand Lama of Thibet Tartary (hall com- 
plete -our view of the fuperftitions of the 
Eaft. While the other Pagans of Afia 
worfhip the moil ugly monftrous idols, the 
Tartars of Thibet adore a real living God. 
He fits crofs-legged on his throne in the 
great Temple, adorned with gold and dia- 
monds. He never fpeaks, but fometimes 
elevates his hand in token that he approves 
of the prayers of his worfhippers. He is 
a ruddy well looking young man, about 25 
•or 27, and is the moft milerablc wretch on 
earth, being the mere puppet of his priefts, 
who difparch him whenever age or ficknefs 
make any alrerarion in his features; and ano- 
ther, inftrufted to aft his part, is put in his 
place. Princes of very diftaot provinces 
fend tribute to this Deity and implore his 
blefling, and as Voltaire has merrily told 
us, think themfelves fecure of benediction, 
if favoured with fomething from his Godfliip, 
eileemed more facred than the hallowed 
cow-dung of the Bramins. 

Her 
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Her eaftern bounds; what glorious fruitage there, 

Illuflrious GAMA, fhall thy labours bear ! 

How bright a filver mine 1 when, heaven's own ' lore 

From Pagan drofs fhall purify her ore. 
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Beneath the purple wings of fpreading morn, 

Behold what ifles thefe gliflening feas adorn ! 

Mid hundreds yet unnamed, Ternate behold ! 

By day her hills in pitchy clouds inroll'd, * 

By night like rolling waves the fheets of fire 

Blaze o'er the feas, and high to heaven afpire. 

For Lufian hands here blooms the fragrant clove, 

But Lufian blood fhall fprinkle every grove. 

The golden birds that ever fail the ikies 

Here to the fun difplay their fhining dyes, 

Each want fupplied on air they ever foar j 

The ground they touch not till they breathe no ' more. 

Here Banda's ifles their fair embroidery fpread 

Of various fruitage, azure, white, and red ; 

1 Honv bright a Jtlver mine. By this 
beautiful metaphor, omitted by Carters, 
Camoens alludes to the great fuccefs, which 
in his time attended the Jefuit miflionaries 
in Japan. James I. fent an embafly to the 
fovereign, and opened a trade wiih this 
country, but it was foon fuffered to decline. 
The Dutch are the only Europeans who now 
traffic with the Japonefe, which it is faid 
they obtain by trampling on the crofs and 
by abjuring the Chriftian name. In re- 
ligion the Japonefe are much the fame as 
their neighbours of China.   And in the 

frequency of felf-murder, fays Voltaire, 
they vie with their brother iflanders of 
England. 

' The ground they touch  not Thefe 
are commonly called the birds of Paradife. 
It was the old erroneous opinion that they 
always foared in the air, and that th« 
female hatched her young on the back 
of the male. Their feathers bear a 
mixture of the moft beautiful azure, pprple 
and golden colours, which have a fine ef- 
fect in the rays of the fun. 

And 
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And birds of every beauteous plume difplay 

Their glittering radiance, as from fpray to fpray, 

From bower to bower on bufy wings they rove, 

To feize the tribute of the fpicy grove. 

Borneo here expands her ample breaft, 

By Nature's hand in woods of camphire drefl^ 

The precious liquid weeping from the trees 

Glows warm with health, the balfom of difeafe. 
Fair are Timora's dales with groves array'd, 

Each rivulet murmurs in the fragrant made, 

And in its chryftal breafl difplays the bowers 

Of Sanders, blefl with health-reftoring powers. 

Where to the fouth the world's broad furface bends, 
Lo, Sunda's realm her fpreading arms extends. 

F.rom hence the pilgrim brings the wondrous ' tale, 

A,river groaning through a dreary dale, 

For all is Hone around, converts to flone 

■Whate'er of verdure in its bread is thrown. 

Lo, gleaming blue o'er fair Sumatra's fkies 

Another mountain's trembling flames arife; 

Here from the trees the gum all fragrance fwells, 

And fofteft ' oil a wondrous fountain wells. 

* From hinct the pilgrim brings tbeivon- channel, harden into ftone and incruft the 
Jrcus tale Streams of this  kind are original retainers. 
common in marry countries.     Caltera  at- ' Here /rom the trees the gum Benja- 
triUutes this quality to the excefiive cold of min, a  fpecies of frankincenfe.    The  oil 
the waters, but this is a miftake.    The \var mentioned in the next line, is that called 
ters of fome fprings arc impregnated with the rock oil, a black foetid mineral oleum, 
fparry particles, whicb adhering to the her- good for bruifes and fprains. 
bagc Or the clay on the  banks of their 

Nor 
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Nor thefe alone the happy ifle beftows, 

Fine is her gold, her filk refplendent glows. 

Wide forefts there beneath Maldivia's " tide 

From withering air their wondrous fruitage hide. 

The green-hair'd Nereids tend the bowery dells, 

Whofe wondrous fruitage poifon's rage expells. 

In Ceylon, lo, how high yon mountain's brows! 

The failing clouds its middle height enclofe. 

Holy the hill is deem'd, the hallowed w tread 

Of fainted footftep marks its rocky head. 

Laved by the Red-fea gulph Socotra's bowers 

There boaft the tardy aloe's beauteous flowers. 

On Afric's ftrand foredoom'd. to Lufian fway 

Behold thefe ifles, and rocks of dufky gray; 

From cells unknown here bounteous ocean pours 

The fragrant amber on the fandy mores. 

And lo, the Ifland of the x Moon difplays 

Her vernal lawns, and numerous peaceful bays ; 

» Wide fortftt  there beneath Maldivia'r This tale feems to be Jewim or Mohamme- 
tiJe. A fea plant, refembling the palm, dan, for the natives,  according to Capt. 
grows in great abundance in the bays about Knox, who was twenty years a captive in 
Fhe Maldivian iilands.    The boughs rife to Ceylon, pretend the impreffion was made 
the top of the water, and bear a kind of by the God Buddtnu, when he afcended to 
apple, called the coco of Maldivia, which heaven,   after having for the falyauon or 
isTefteemed an antidote againft poifon. mankind,   appeared  on  the  earth.     His 

« the tread of Jointed footftep  priefts beg chanty for the fake of liuddovj, 
The  imprint of  a human foot is  found whofe worfhip they perform among grove« 
on the high -mountain, called the Pic of of the Bogahah-tree,   under which, when 
Adam.     Legendary tradition   fays,   that on earth, they fay he ufually fat and taught. 
Adam, after he was expelled from Paradife, * And lo,  the Ijland of the Moon.  
did penance  300 years  on this hill, on Madagafcar is thus named by thenauves. 
vhich he left the print of his footftep. 

Ppp The 
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The halcyons hovering o'er the bays are feen, 

And lowing herds adorn, the vales of green. 

Thus from the cape where fail was ne'er unfurl'd" 
Till thine aufpicious fought the Eaitern World, 

To utmoft wave where firft the morning ftar 

Sheds the pale luftre of her filver car, 

Thine eyes have view'd the empires and the ifles, 

The world immenfe that crowns thy glorious toils. 

That world where every boon is fhower'd from heaven, 

Now to the Weft, by Thee, Great Chief, is y given. 

And ftill, oh Bleft, thy. peerlefs honours grow, 

New opening views the fmiling Fates beftow. 

With alter'd face the moving globe behold^ 

There ruddy evening meds her beams of gold'. 

While now on Afric's bofom faintly die 

The laft pale glimpfes of the twilight fky, 

Bright o'er the wide Atlantic rides the morn, 

And dawning rays another world adorn : 

TO fartheft north that world'enormous,.bends,. 

-And cold, beneath tl)e. foutftern pole-ftar ends. 
Near, either * pole, the, barbarous hunter, drefl 

In fkins.of bears explores the frozen wafte : 

k '^'''TRJ^?"^0™'0?''*      Homer has concluded the Iliad. 

greffive exclamation at the end excepted, i,       ,498   Ktf? cL^Tf "" 
cxtfly fimihr to  the manner in which      ijfton.       Y Gama *** fr0m 

Where 
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Where fmiles the genial fun with kinder rays, 
Proud cities tower, and gold-roofed temples blaze. 
This golden empire, by the heaven's decree, 

Is due, Cafleel, O favour'd Power, to Thee! 
Even now Columbus o'er the hoary tide 
Purfues the evening fun, his navy's guide. 
Yet fhall the kindred Lufian fhare the reign, 
What time this world mall own the yoke of Spain. 

The firft bold " hero who to India's fhores 
Through vanquim'd waves thy open'd path explores, 
Driven by the winds of heaven from Afric's ftrand 

Shall fix the Holy Crofs on yon fair land. 
That mighty realm for purple wood renoWn'd, 
Shall ftretch the Lufian empire's weftern bound. 
Fired by thy fame, and with his king in ire, 
To match thy deeds (hall Magalhaensb afpire. 

» The trft hold btro Cabral, the <5rft defervedty.  Jnftice tothertaiWof&is gi^ 
after G^a who failed to India, was driven man requires an exam.nat.on °f the charg*. 
by TeS to the Brazils,  a proof that Ere he entered into- the ferv.ee of die k.ng 
more X voyagers might have met with «f Spain by a folemn aft he nnnataral.zed 
Te fame fate   fie named the country Santa himfelf.     Oforius   .s   very fevere igainft 
Cro   or Holy Crofs;   it  was afUard this unavailing rite, and argues that no ,n- 
n^edLzil/from the colour of the wood, jnrywh.ch a prmce may poflibly give, can 
wXwhich i   abounds.    It is one of the authonze a fubjeft to aft the part of a tray- 
SaSrio in the new world, and ftill tor aga.nft his native country.   Th.s« ceV- 
remaint fubieft to the crown of Portugal. tairtly true, but it ..not ftnftly apphcable 

?To Sthy deed. JhM Magalbatn, «/- to the cafe of Maja haens. Many eminent 
*,y, Cim~"«. though he boafts of the fervices performed in Africa and India en- 
fa o"nTof XahaenS

Sas an honour to titled him to a certain allowance, winch, 
PoZal! yet condemns his defeftion to the though mconnderable.n .tfclf, ^vas efteem- 
rortugai, y" d as the ^^j of d.uinguilhed merit, and 
king of Spam, and calls him ^^ h.gh]y ^^ *por ^ M     ,_ 

O Magalhaens, no feito com fff*" haens petitioned in vain.    He found, fays 
Portugal*, ftrem nao na UaUade. p^   ^   the   malicious accufations  of 

« In deeds truly a Portuguefe, but not in fome men had more weight with his fove- 
Iovalrv *   And others have bellowed upon reign than all his femces.    After this utf. 
him the name of Traytor, but perhaps un- worthy repulfe, what patronage at the court 

P p P 2 of 
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In all, but loyalty, of Lufian foul, 

No fear, no danger fliall his toils controul. 

of Lifbon could he hope ? And though no 
injury can vindicate the man who draws his 
fword againft his native country, yet no 
moral duty requires that he who has fome 
important difcovery in meditation fhould 
flifle his defign, if uncountenanced by his 
native prince. It has been alledged, that 
he embroiled his country in difputes with 
Spain. But neither is this flriftly appli- 
cable to the neglefted Magalhaens. The 
courts of Spain and Portugal had folemnly 
fettled the limits within which they were to 
make difcoveries and fettlements, and with- 
in thefc did Magalhaens and the court of 
Spain propofe that his difcoveries fhould 
terminate. And allowing that his calcula- 
tions might miflead him beyond the bounds 
prefcribed to the Spaniards, ftill his apology 
is clear, for it would have been injurious to 
each court, had he fuppofed that the faith 
of the boundary treaty would be trampled 
upon by either power. If it is faid that he 
aggrandifed the enemies of his country, the 
Spaniards, and introduced them to a dan- 
gerous rivalfhip with the Portuguefe fettle- 
ments ; let the fentence of Faria on this 
fubjeft be remembered, " let princes be- 
ware, fays he, how by negleft or injuflice 
they force into defperate aftions the men 
who have merited rewards." As to rival- 
fhip, the cafe of Mr. Law, a North Briton, 
is appofite. This gentleman wrote an ex- 
cellent treatife on the improvement of the 
trade and fifheries of his native country, 
but his propofals were totally neglefted by 
the commiffioners, whofe office and duty it 
was to have patronifed him. Was Law, 
therefore, to fit down in obfeurity on a 
.barren field, to flifle his genius, left a foreign 
power, who might one day be at war with 
Great Britain, fhould be aggrandifed by his 
efforts in commercial policy ? No, furely. 
Deprived of the power of raifing himfelf 
at home, Mr. Law went to France, where 
he became the founder of the Mififlippi and 
other important fchemes of commerce; yet 
Law was never branded with the name of 
traytor. The reafon is obvious. The go- 
vernment of Great Britain was carelcfs of 
what they loft in Mr. Law, but the Portu- 

guefe perceived their lofs in Magalhaens, 
and their anger was vented in reproaches. 

In the end of the 15th and beginning of 
the 16th centuries, the fpirit of difcovery 
broke forth in its greateft vigour. Theeaft 
and the weft had been vifited by Gama and 
Columbus ; and the bold idea of failing to 
the eaft by the weft was revived by Magal- 
haens. Revived, for mifled by Strabo and 
Pliny, who place India near to the weft of 
Spain, Columbus expefting to find the India 
of the ancients when he landed on Hif- 
paniola, thought he had difcovcred the 
Ophir of Solomon. And hence the name 
of Indies was given to that and the neigh- 
bouring iflands. Though America and the 
Moluccas were now found to be at a great 
diftance, the genius of Magalhaens flill 
fuggefted the poffibility of a weftem paf- 
fagc. And accordingly, poflefled of his 
great defign, and neglefted with contempt 
at home, he offered his fervice to the court 
of Spain, and was accepted. With five 
fhips and 250 men he failed from Spain in 
September 1519, and after many difficulties, 
occafioned by mutiny and the extreme cold, 
he entered the gieat Pacific Ocean or South 
Seas by thofe ftraits which bear his Spanifh 
name Magellan. From thefe ftraits, in 
the 525 degree of fouthern latitude, he 
traverfed that great ocean, till in the toth 
degree of North latitude he landed on the 
ifland of Subo or Marten. The king of 
this country was then at war with a neigh- 
bouring prince, and Magalhaens, on con- 
dition of his converiion to chriftianity, be- 
came his auxiliary. In two battles the 
Spaniards were victorious, but in the third, 
Magalhaens, together with one Martinho, a 
judicial aftrologei, whom he ufually con- 
futed, was unfortunately killed. Chagrin- 
ed with the difappointment of promifed 
viftory, the new baptized king of Subo 
made peace with his enemies, and having 
invited to an entertainment the Spaniards 
on fhore, he trcacheroufly poifoned them 
all. The wretched remains of the fleet ar- 
rived at the Portuguefe fettlements in the 
ifles of Banda and Ternate, where they 
were received, fays Faria, as friends, and 

not 
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Along thefe regions from the burning zone 

To deepeft fouth he dares the courfe unknown. 

While to the kingdoms of the rifing day, 

To rival Thee he holds the weftern way, 

A land of e giants fhall his eyes behold, 

Of camel ftrength, furpafTing human mould : 

And onward ftill, thy fame his proud heart's guide 

Haunting him unappeafed, the dreary tide 

Beneath the fouthern ftar's cold gleam he braves, 

And ftems the whirls of land-furrounded waves. 

Forever facred to the hero's fame 

Thefe foaming ftraits fhall bear his deathlefs name. 

Through thefe dread jaws of rock he preffes on, 

Another ocean's bread, immenfe, unknown, 

Beneath the fouth's.cold wings, unmeafured, wide, 

Receives his veflels; through the dreary tide 
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not as intruding ftrangers ; a proof that the 
boundary treaty was eftcemed fufficiently 
facred. Several of the adventurers _ were 
fent to India, and from thence to Spain, in 
Portugucfe (hips, one fhip only being in a 
condition to return to Europe by the Cape 
of Good Hope. This veffel, named the 
Viftoria, however, had the honour to be 
the firfl which ever furrounded the globe ; 
an honour by fome ignorantly attributed to 
the (hip of Sir Francis Drake. Thus un- 
happily ended, fays Oforius, the expedition 
of Magalhaens. But the good Bifhop was 
miftaken, for a few years after he wrote, 
and fomewhat upwards of fifty after the 
return of the VMoria, Philip II. of Spain 
availed himfelf of the difcovcries of Ma- 
galhaens. And the navigation of the South 
Seas between Spanifh America and the Afian 
Archipelago, at this day forms the bafis of 
the power of Spain.   A bafis,   however, 

which is at the mercy of Great Britain, 
while her minifters are wife enough to pre- 
ferve her great naval fuperiority. A Gi- 
braltar in the South Seas is only wanting. 
But when this is mentioned, who can with- 
hold his eyes from the ifthmus of Darien ? 
the rendezvous appointed by nature for the 
fleets which may one day give law to the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans: A fettle- 
ment which to-day might have owned fub- 
jeftion to Great Britain, if juflice and honour 
had always prefided in the cabinet of Wil- 
liam the Third. 

c A land of giants The  Patagomans. 
Various are the fables of navigators con- 
cerning thefe people. The Spaniards who 
went with Magalhaens affirmed they were 
about ten feet in height, fince which voyage 
they have rifen and fallen in their ftature, 
according to the different humours of our 
fea wits. 

In 
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In darkling (hades, where never man before 

Heard the waves howl, he dares the namelefs fhore. 
< 

Thus far, O favoured Lufians, bounteous heaven 

Your nation's glories to your view has given. 

What enfigns,  blazing to the morn, purfue 

The path of heroes, open'd firft by You ! 

Still be it your's the firft in fame to fhine : 

Thus fhall your brides new chaplets ftill entwine, 

With laurels ever new your brows enfold, 

And braid your wavy locks with radiant gold. 

How calm the waves, how mild the balmy gale ! 

The halcyons call, ye Lufians, fpread the fail! 

Old ocean now appeafed fhall rage no more, 

Hafte, point the bowfprit to your native fhore: 

Scion fhall the transports of the natal foil 

Overwhelm in bounding joy the thoughts of every toil. 

The Goddefs * fpake; and VASCO waved his hand, 

And fOon the joyful heroes crowd the flrand. 

* The Goddefs fpake We are now, of Love.   They are led to the palace of 
<;ome to the conclufion of the fiftjon of the Thetis, where, during a divine feaft, they 
ifland of Venus, a fittion which is divided hear the glorious vi&Qries and cooquefts of 
into three principal parts.    In each of thefe the heroes who are to fucceed them in their 
the poetical merit is obvious, nor need we^ Indian expedition, fuog by a Syren ; and the 
fear to aflert. that the happinefs of our an- face of the globe itfclf, dejfcribed by the God* 
tjror, in uniting all thefe parts together irv defs, di/covcrs the. univ.erie, and. partieular- 
pne great epifode, would have excited the. ly the extent of the Eaftern World,  now 
admiration of Longinus.    The herpes of given to Europe by the fuccejs of Gama. 
the Lufiad receive their reward in the ifland Neither in grandeur nor in happinefs of 

completion 
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The lofty (hips with deepen'd burthens prove 

The various bounties of the Ifle of Love. 

completion may the Eneid or OdyfTcy be 
mentioned in comparifon. The Iliad alone, 
in Epic conduct (as already obferved) bears 
a flrong refemblance. But however great 
in other views of poetical merit, the games 
at the funeral of Patroclus and the redemp- 
tion of the body of Hector', confidered' as 
the interefting conclufion of a great whole, 
can never in propriety and grandeur be 
brought into competition with the admirable 
epifode which concludes the Poem on the 
Difcovery of India. 

Soon after the appearance of the Lufiad', 
the language of Spain was alfb enriched 
with an heroic poem. The author of which 
has often imitated the Portugtiefe poet, par- 
ticularly in the fiction of the globe of the 
world, which is (hewed to Gama. In the 
Araucana, a globe furrounded with a radiant 
fphere, is alfo miraculoufly fupported ih' the" 
air ; and on this an enchanter (hews to the 
Spaniards the extent of their dominions-' in- 
the new world. But Don Alonzo d'Arcilla 
is in this, as in every other part of his 
poem, greatly inferior to the poetical fpirit 
of Camoens. Milton, whofe poetical-con- 
duct in concluding the action of his Para- 
dife Loft, as already pointed out, feems 
formed upon the Lufiad, appears to have 
had this paflage particularly in ■ his eye. 
For though the machinery of a vifionary 
fphere was rather improper for thc-fituation 
of his perfonages, he has nevertheless, 
though at the expence of an impoflible fup- 
pofition, given Adam a view of the ter- 
rclftal1 globe. Michael fits the father of 
mankind'on a mountain. 

.        .        From whofe top 
The hemifphereofcartri'in cieareft'ken 
StretchM out to th"   ampleft reach of profpect 

Uy .•  
Hi* eye migb't there command ^wherever flood 
Gity of old ormodem fame,,the feat 
Of mighiieft empire, from the deltined walls 
Of Cambalu , &c. 
On Europe thence and where Rome was to fwa'y 
The world ——— 
And even the mention of America- feems 
copied by Milton, 

—— in fpirit perhaps he -aVfofaw 
Rich Mexico, the feat of Monlezume, 
And Cufco in Peru, the richer feat 

Of Atabalipa, and'yet unfpoiled 
Guiana, whofe great city Geryon's fons 
Call El Dorado  ■  ■   ' 

It mnlt alfo be owned by the' warmed ad- 
mirer of the Paradife Loft, that the d'e- 
fcriptibn" of America in Camoens, 

Vedes a grande terra, que contina 
Vai de Ctliffo act ftb cohtrario'polo.- 

Tc» farthelt north that world enormous bends, 
And cold bettcatn the foutlierh'pole-frarends-i- 

Conveys a bolder and a grander idea than 
all the names enumerated by Milton. 

Some fhdrt account of the Writers', 
whofe authorities have been adduced in 
the conrfe of- thefe ndtes, may not now 
be improper. Fernando Lopez de Caf- 
tagneda went to India on purpofe to do 
honour to his countrymen, by'eriablirighiirT- 
felf to record their actions and conqucfts in 
the Ealf. As He w',as one of the firft writers 
on that fubjeit, his geography is often im- 
perfect. This defect is remedied- in- the 
writings of John de Barros, < who was par- 
ticularly attentive to this-head. But the 
two moft eminent, as well as fulleft, writers 
on the tninfactioris' of the Portuguefe in 
the Eaft, arc Manuel de Faria y Soufa, 
knight of the order of Chrift, and Hicro- 
nimus Oforius, bifliop of Sylves. _ Faria, 
who-wrote if»! Sp'aniih, was'a laborious eVi- 
quirer, and is very full and circumftantial. 
With honeft indignation he reprehends the 
rapine of commanders and the errors and 
unworthy rcfentments of tinged But he'is 
often fo dryly particular, that h'e'may rather 
be called' a journalift' than an hiftqrian". 
And' by this: uninterefting" rnihutenefs;. his 
ftyle for the greateft part' is" rendered' in- 
elegant: The fiilbop of Sylves^ however, 
claims a different^character. His'lA'tih" is 
elegant, and his manly and fefitimental 
manner entitles him to the name of Hif- 
torian, even where- a Livy, or-a-Tacitus, 
are mentioned. But a fentence* from 
himfclf, unexpected: in a* Father] of the 
communidn'oFRbme, wili'crra'racterife the 
liberality of his mind.' Talking of the 
edict'of king Emmanuel) which*" cbrnpellcd 
the  Jews to embrace Chriilianity,   under 

fevcrc 
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Nor leave the youths their lovely brides behind, 

In wedded bands, while time glides on, conjoin'dj 

Fair as immortal fame in fmiles array'd, 

In bridal fmiles, attends each lovely maid. 

O'er India's Sea, wing'd on by balmy gales 

That whifper'd peace, foft fwell'd the (leady fails: 

Smooth as on wing unmoved the eagle flies, 

When to his eyrie cliff he fails the flues, 

Swift o'er the gentle billows of the tide, 

So fmooth, fo foft, the prows of GAMA glide ; • 

And now their native fields, for ever dear, 

In all their wild tranfporting charms appear ; 

And Tago's bofom, while his banks repeat 

The founding peals of joy, receives the fleet. 

With orient titles and immortal fame 

The hero band adorn their Monarch's name; 

Sceptres and crowns beneath his feet they lay, 
And the wide Eafl is doom'd to Lufian c fwav. 

feverc perfecution;   Nee ex lege,  nee ex ligious perfecution, made no impreffion on 
religione fa&um tibi aflumas, the mind of that bigotted Princefs ! 
fays he, ut libertatem voluntatis impedias, e And thi ividc Eaji is doom'd to Lujian 
et vincnla mentibus effrenatis injicias ? At /way—Thus in all the force of ancient fim- 
id neque fieri poteft, neque Chrifti fan&iffi- plicity, and the true fublime ends the Poem 
mum numen approbat.    Voluntarium enim of Camoens.     What follows,   is  one of 
facrifkium non vi malo coaftum ab homi- thofe exuberances we have already endea- 
nibus expetit: Neque vim mentibus inferri, voured to defend in our-Author, nor in the 
fed voluntates ad  ftudium venc religionis ftrifteil fenfe is this concluding one without 
allici & invitari jubet. propriety.    A part of the propofition of 

It is faid, in the preface to Oforius, that the Poem is artfully addrefTed to King Se- 
his writings were highly elleemed by Queen baftian, and he is now called upon in an 
Mary of England, wife of Philip II. What addrefs, which is an artful fecond part to 
a pity is it, that this manly indignation of the  former,   to  behold and preferve the 
the good Biihop againU the impiety of re- glories of his throne. 

Enough, 
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Enough, my Mufe, thy wearied wing no more 

Mufl to the feat of Jove triumphant foar. 

Chill'd by my nation's cold neglect, thy fires 

Glow bold no more, and all thy rage expires. 

Yet thou, Sebaftian, thou, my king, attend ; 

Behold what glories on thy throne defcend ! 

Shall haughty Gaul or fterner Albion boaft 

That all the Lufian fame in Thee is loft! 

Oh, be it thine thefe glories to renew, 

And John's bold path and Pedro's courfe " purfue : 

Snatch from the tyrant Noble's hand the fword, 

And be the rights of human-kind reftored. 

The flatefman prelate, to his vows confine, 

Alone aufpicious at the holy fhrine ; 

The prieft, in whofe meek heart heaven pours its fires, 

Alone to heaven, not earth's vain pomp, afpires. 

Nor let the Mufe, great King, on Tago's fhore> 

In dying notes the barbarous age deplore. 

The king or hero to the Mufe unjuft 

Sinks as the namelefs flave, extinct in duft. 

But fuch the deeds thy radiant morn portends, 

Aw'd by thy frown ev'n now old Atlas bends 

His hoary head, and Ampeluza's fields 

Expect thy founding deeds and rattling fliields. 

e AndJohns Bold path and Pedro*t tourfe purfue.—— John I. and Pedro the Juft, two of 
the greateft of the Portuguefc monarchs. 

Qjj q And 
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And mall thefe deeds unfung, unknown, expire ! 
Oh, would thy fmiles relume my fainting ire! 

I, then infpired, the wondering world mould lee 

Great Ammon's warlike fon revived in Thee } 

Revived, f unenvious of the Mufe's flame 

That o'er the world relbunds Pelides' name. 

' Rtviv'd, unen'viciis^-^-Thns Imitated, 
or rather translated into Italian by Guarini. 

Con fi fublime ftil* forfe cantato 
Havrei del mio Signor 1'armi e l'honori, 
Ch'or non havria de la Meonia tromba 
Da invidiar Achille 

Similarity of condition, we have already 
obferved, prodoced Similarity of complaint 
and fentiment in Spenfer and Camocns. 
Each was unworthily neglefted by the Gothic 
grandees of his age, yet both their names 
will live, when the remembrance of the 
courtiers whofpurned them fha.ll fitti. beneath 
their m:untain tombs. Three beautiful ftan- 
7.as from Phinehas Fletcher on the memory 
of Spenfer, may alfo ferve as an epitaph 
for Camoens. The unworthy negleft, which 
was the lot of the Portuguefe Bard, but 
too well appropriates to him the elegy of 
Spenfer. And every Reader bf tafte, who 
has perufed the Lufiad, will think of the 
Cardinal Henrico, and fed the indignation 
of thefe manly lines. 

WitnelTe oar Colin ", wliom tho'all the Grace* 
.And all the Mnfc nurft; whole well taught long 
Parnuflus fclf and dorian \ (embraces, 
And all the learn'd and all the flicpherds throng; 
Yet *U his hopes were croft, all fuits deni'd; 
Difcourag'd, fcorn'd, his writings vilifi'd : 
Poorly (poor man) he liv'd; poorly (poor man) he 

di'd. 

An & had not thatp-cat hart (whofe honoured fl head 
Ah lies full low) piti'd thy woful plight, 
There hadft thou lien unwept, unburied, 
t'nbleft, nor grae'd with any common rite : 
Yet Jhalt thou live, when thy great foe f fliall fmk 
Beneath his mountain tomoe, whofe fame fliall ftink ; 
And time his blacker name fliall blurre with blackeft 

ink. 

O letTh' Iambic Mafe revenge tlurc wrons 
Which cannot llumbcr in thy (liects of lead; 
Let thyabnfed honour crie as long 
As there be qaills to write, or eyes to Trade : 
On his rank name let thine own votes be turn'd, 
Oh m*j that max that hath the 'Mufes/corn'd, 
Alive, Mr dial, he-ever of a Mu/e adorn'd. 

Colin Clout, Spenfer. \ Glorian, Elizabeth in the Faerie Qnecn. 
f Lord Burleigh. 

D The £arl of Eflex. 

THE     END. 
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